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One of th~ noblest prayers int e service of Yom Kippur is inc0r­

porated in the demorlal Service. It is a passacte from the 16th Psalm: 

."I keep the Lord always hefore r1e; He is at my rit,ht h;:_ind. 
f 

I shall not c mov~d" . • JS OP me the true path or 1 if c" . 

The service of Yorn Kippur is desi~ned to point out XKn~ to us this true path 

of J ife, the correct attitude to ar . life, which will le~d us to its de, · >e'"t 

satisfactions . Anri if we i~ten nttentiv~ly tote voice of th"s Poly Pay 

a:; it spea.-:s to us throu~h its ri.tua nnd pray~rs from eventide t o e enti<le, 

tis is w at it wi 1 s~y to us. 

Life is too ~reat for us to he lit tle . ~oa s world is unuttera" . y 

won rl"ul . • l--te create a 

\-:Ot" ld in whic . there are "~reat t' i !l~s ,eyond und ,..stand in~ and marvelous 

',, ' , trc'l'Ost nrvelous of all ~is er tio s 

t , ' : 

s man, mun~ and his min~, ~~tt _n and ~is soa~in~ ond undefeated aspiratio~~. 
an 

I such a vast and wonderful ,,;orld ho~ can·· : afford to e little? God in= 

t n d im to be _reat. He ashloned him in ~is 1 ~~. He bless d i~ ond 

~aid: "Be fruitful and rnult·P-Y nn<l :ill the cc1rt and subdue it! , an~ hi e 

<lorninion over c • ry 1 "ving t· in_, t 1at moves upot. he earth'' . Fashioned in 

sue a likeness and tranted sue a na elate how C.?n m.:in afford to e S:J'Tl_l anc 

Pow can an consent to surr n<ler his vii n'1s of aspi ra ion anc! c .:1 i. bis 

life tote ina eq mt , the low, th sor id, wh , he can reach fort c st~rs? 

• "And crown .c him ,d th ~lory and U~M honor'•. 

Should man not strive fo consta ts -imrrovcn ent and for ~hat v r 

pcrf ection in knowt~<l ,e flnc scr · ice h is cc1p:.i --. e of" Should he not try to 

e ·pl ore every dar place, ev r. , 1 j cir c con tin t o r is rna:nd and h art'? Hov 

a 
can rr:an know wiiat he is capa le o ul ~s e has tr ed" How can a man l<now is 

own ~tre ~th , t~e ~reatness of 011, t, • , . vel of no ility and ~encr-

osity to whic it can Attain , u _ he has first tester them" If a ma exc ·-

cis ~ Rtrenuously , his min and his soul alwpys, h~ may co e u on unsucp tc 

I 
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undisc osed tAlents ~ich may thereafter ~ivc lar~er resou cs , ' anc 

vision to is lt.fe • s purppses anri cnterpri cs, as well as ,;reater effice·. tcy to 

Uavin, he~n fashionec for ~reatness, ~hy s .oulc a man dissipate hi 

ener .. i s in petty pursuits" r; v al ow hir-:seL. to ,1c defeate hy pelt. rlis­

ppointm nts , or ,,. cflect d from his true cott ·sc hv petty ~rievances? 
( 

• " how ne the true path of li c"" 

: r s one of its unmistakeDble rlirectio s: Seek grccltness in life! Don't 

sell yours If c ap! Sin is to be satisfi~d with less thah yo11 are capa~lc of. 

,·~-re needs rnust lo,te the hio;hcs: '<.;h~r .. t-:c see it'. 

are on t e ri~1t path - that you arc growing 

knowin~ is pointed out to us in tht! P.i le: 

into 

How ,o you know tat you 

rec.lncss? 
( : 

One ·ay o[ 

"It came to pass :n those days, that .•loses grew ·p, anc. c ent out to his 

• 

rethren an<l lool~ed upon the i l 1rcen~" . ~-oses aa been raised in the palace 

o- ?i aro<" , RX far away from th slave - pens o,.. his el low Jews. 1 c cou c..; not 

car their ,Y.~·tt~ ~roans n<l th whips oft e~r kmast rs . 

sc _heir tears . Life was a 1 "'W ct ---nd pleas~ t for i • nut o e dc:1y he .. -r i;.; 

up! • in~o . turi ty •Y-eatn s .• ~ e Wt'!nt nut to h s 

looked upon tier rdc s . tc {scovered that ther were m -n, 

rot lie rs, \-:ho \.:ere carry 1 n . ~ X;:::;:,' crue an crus in~ tr en~ in li • 

~ r~so ~ to s are t ~ir fat wlth the, nn trv to ease th r r ns. T' i,.. 

is to ,row into ~reatn ss! At trat 'TlC> . cnt , Sc!..,'S t! ~ic!ras , '";o sa'd to . '.os .s : 

" 'OU ciesc n e from th~ paie.ce to ' - with rou r~o I wi 11 sccnd from 
' 

.eavcn to be with you - and mah: ·ou ~r~ l a,cr of my people!" 

And our service on thi.~ :om Ki ur GAY ~ives us a second directiv to 

the true path of lif • Life is too short for us to waste i!! Over and over 

ae;ein t ere sounds this refrain in our p.:ra ers: Aan s life upon earth is liir.e 

a f eeti r shadow; like a pas. in~, cod; lit:~.:, drenm that van:U ,'!s . -Je ven 

,., 1 "L 1 nd , and w at is th maasure of my d"°•'-'s,· Pt'JlY to '.iOC : or , ct me now my ._ ... ✓ 

et , no' ow Clectin~ -., life :s' • Thy this pr ycr'? Is it such a ~e cone 

-- -. 



tlou~ht to know X -~l!. how O:eeting our life is"? .o! ot ~ welcome thought, 

a soherin~ one. It is nee ed to iuicle (us) to the true pathK of life. 

Many of us waste!! even the few short ye.::irs allotted to us. '.·.e w s '·c 

t·c~ in drift and indolence, as i . ther were no urtency about life, and no 

pcrer.iptory challen.,e. They allmJ their talents to ,dtber into disuse, anc 

many of the hec <oning ways of min an heart to rer1~in untrodden. They cat 

,rnd r rink an pray and die, ;m<l t is is tr. i r 'lrihole ~tory - the story of ,;\ 

pr.f 1 i .,ate ... as te of precious 1 imi tc.d yec:i:-s . ,,[,my others wa~ te t i!r y ars 

in t~e · ires of their con~umin~, ~cquisitive ar . ition. In a sin~leMinded, 

relentless p1rsuit after more an ~ore T"'ater al. pos esc;;ions. In a comp titive 

rive tn outdi5tAnce their n i , ·ors, t ey ire poor in order o die ric • 

h~ fulless of life esca est· e~ . ~~e real f ) o 1 iv in~ • P nd er t e 
themselves 

stress s and strains w ich thev(\crec1te for thems lvcs, they ecome tense-, dis -

t 

tur~ecl, un ar yJ They look for tra ~uility finally in chemical tunnquiliz rs . 

~he· turn to sychi4trists and psyc oana yst fo 

ccos of .sycho-chemistry an ps;c o-pharnaco o y. 

p, and tote n~w pz n~-

ut the cure is not t ere, ,, 

t· e cure is in a new wa • of life, a ne~ p oso , ly of livi • 

"Thus said the 

Lor , the Holy One of Is reel, ... in quit"tncss and in confidence s c1ll be you· 

strcn,th" . P.eli?,ion ives us th·s sound phi osop y of livin~. It teaches us 

.oderation i all thin s. It a.dvis s us to acquire manifold , bala cing and 

r res in., interests in life, tie q st of learnin , , the joy of he pin~ to 
the 

r-uild ~ood snci ty, the C0!11panions'ii of . ti lctin~ friends, fi c loyalties 

and dedications. I this Wenner ~ not only do not ~aste life, we ext~ cl, 

cpen an<l enrich it. 

. 
/\.nci t ere is cl thb·d ~uil\ -post to th tr e way of life. Life is 

too <iepcn ~nt for us to be sel -c c tered ! T;"o a the Pin~s which .:e prize IT'OS ►, 

each 
·e arc cp nc cnt onj\otherKx. .!o 

in Jon ine s. 

nel~ or, he ~oes not lo, h"ms 

one acl ~~v 

sel i sh 

f, or e 

an •t n, y his own strength 

m:- not 11nl} oes not W:i".t.'t< lo 
ad distort 

arrows c\ d confin_g('\i lif. 

a on • 

his 
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o e forever pre - occupies with oneself is a ~orm of self - impri~onment . 

~ perfect ~ui.de to the ~ood life was surrme up hy our religion in three 

words : The ~reatest man in the 20th century, X *~ Professo Al t~rt 

~instein, declared : "The true V::\lee of a unan hein~ le; netermin~d r>rimarLy 

l y th~ eaS'-ffe and sense lH~:<n • in w ich he ha~ attained liheration from the 

' .. 
s J f '. 

An~ a fourth ~uir~post is this: Life is too uncertain for us to he 

proud? ~ man ' s road in life has many turns , and holds many sur!)rise"'. Over 

and over a~ain Yom Kippur reminds us: 

" i-.!hat has mortal man to he proud of . 

, ' 

pi~ty , ri ,htcousncss. 

The hi~h priest - ~nnments of gold - plain white arment - sym ol of h umiAity . 

Confess first his own sins . l.au~hty eyes. 

For only with the lowly is there wis om • . • t e 1.dsdom that opens the mind to 

tr.ut· , , an i the heart to repent nee . 

is ton 

And finally there is this 0 uide-po!'-t to the true path of life: Li c 
so 

stPrious for us to .e i reverant! ,1e e s X ~ much that is 1n-

kno-.,m, and so much that is unk o~• an1 e , in our t,•orld , tc ht rr.an cannot afford to 

live t-:ithout a reverant faith thht reach~s eyo <l vno- leci ,,e and expcrienc . 

,· ... s the horizo. s of science advance•; recently rlccL, r d an eminent sci nti~t, 

' many o . its •,reat leaders ecom~ more hum le, not less; more ,..ever:1nt, ot 

~ P. m~re deeply ~e <lclvc in o th cf nature t c more ~c 

aw c.truck we stan-i int e face o in uc-tah e rys l"'ries." There was a tirr . , not 

so lon~ a~ , t . ~t scientists w~r confident tat t e• would soon achjeve t e 

total solution for the rid ( le o t. c un· •er. '.'1any thin ers, ncou ra , cl cy 

t boundless optimism of these sci ntists, co rcr philosophies of ~0ture 

and ei n which were based on pure c tcr.i<ll ism. T n came our nuclear a~e • N 

which 'l,;as \.1shered in by the discovery that rrott _r is not r~ally t.. an ult itr.a te 

rea ity, tat it san be convert cl 'nto en r 0/. It~ seemingly solid structure 

can be redticed to energy . /\nd what is ene ,;y ? And what is the myst rious en rgy 



J 

which ,;,:e call life? And t he equa y myste •ious cner~y ~hi c h we call mirn::i? 

And can coric::cious life and active intelli~enc~ :· ':: w ich we experience e 

explained ¾J without a n ultimate source of suprcm life an intelligence from 

\• hi ch they flow'? 

It is wise to live hy reverant faith . Our relioious faith of course 

cannot answer all ou r questions ahout God and God's "ay with roo.n . Our faith 

ust unction within inevitable and acknowledged limitations . T-lut the true 

Man of X~ faith will never permit these imitations to force him away fro his 

position towards a?,nosticism o: .. or atheism. He will ,.,o hP.yocd doubt without 

1~~~xtrntt open ey~s , an,j chose t e "a_ of complete faith in the face of i com­

pl te knm-ie<l~e . 
~-. ; /') ' ' -So t ht -ehen we pray on this Holy '1ay th a ~r,.:er 

very 
!:. ~iv n in th Aservi.c-e of th is ay . Trie tru p;cith w ich wi 1 lead us to t· 

deepest "iatic:. :iction of life may r· _ fo nd : 

In reverant faith , 

in humi i tv , 

in alance . i •in~ , 

in sc ing that ~rea~n ss o .... mind and h~art which is our birthri~ t s 

c .. i _drcn of .od . 
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