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The liturgy of Yom Kippur is orches

trated like a gre t symphony. / The day

long service has a remarkable dramatic 

u n i t y i n s p i t e o. f t he variety of 

its meditations and the sharp cort rasts ~ . 

everal movements, as it 

were, are held together by an unmistakable 
' 

tona 

rela.ted to aw. dominant key-note. One 
IA 

hears in th• service - ·-i\iEEBmEta•~con-

cord of many of the ageless 

teachings of our religion. 

The pervading mood of the day is a 

somber one. It is a fat day. We are 

asked to fore-go food and drink and all 

the customary ctivities of our daily 

lives. "You stand this day before the 

Lord, your God". In the presence of the 
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great Tribunal, in the ju-dgment hall of 

God, where our past is reviewed and our 

deeds are weighed as in a scale,~-~ 

be anything else but deeply earnest ,a,M..d. 

solemn1 ~,' more than solemn - troubl'ed 

and di squ i eted'l / For who among us has 

not sinned during the past year? Who 

among us has no bitter memories or sharp 

regrets for .•things done or le ft undone, 

for words spoken or l~ft unspoken, for 

wounds inflicted wittingly or unwittingly? 

Every human soul is a mixture of light 

ana darkness, of black and white and all 

l • t '1Th • the co ors 1n be ween. ere ts no man 
,, 

who sinneth not,~ and he who believes 

himself to be altogether sinless is the 

greatest sinner of all. 

• As long as we are unconscious of our 

short-comings, we remain unaware of our 



possibilities. we 

~ 

ersuaded, 

however, that where we are is c[ltr ult i-

mate best and we are pleased and satis

fied with ourselves - and that is ~ii it 

often the case with people of great af-
~ • o ,~ ~ ~ oJr~ 

====--- ... 

flue nee i,... wlio re ard t hei r weal t ~ as a 

reward fo~rit - then we have come to 
/', 

the end of the road. e will never climb 

the higher trails towards loftier summits, 

and we will never see new vistas of 

fairer, nob 

continue to exist, we~ ave stopped living. 

And so the pervading mood of this day 

is a very pensive and reflective one. 

We area dmonished to confess our sins,~ _, 
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to c nfess them not to other men but to 

ourselves and to our God, for only we --
can correct them and only God can ab

so _ve us. We are urged ·to ;; unburden our 

tr o u b 1 e d co ns c i e n ca s , t o a~ k f o r g i v e n a s s 

of those whom we have wronged, a:rtd of ·ao d 
~ 

·Who gave us "life which we may have wasted, 

and gifts which we may have squandered~ 
~ 

and powers which we may have abused. / 
,-. AlkHt--k.116',(,L 

These A all b elorg to t he major theme of 

are a dominant 

movement in this day's majestic symphon~. 

It is sad music, in the main, moving as 

it does in a world of shadows and drifting 

memories where the spirit of man grieves 

over lost opportunities and over t}li ngs 

which might have been. 
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~nto these solemn reflections on our 

moral inadequacies enter also additional 

reflections on our physical t 
• _____ , ~-- imited human strength, the brevi-

/\ 
ty of our days upon earth, the unpredict-

able accidents and sorrows which cast 

thei ·r shadows over them, and the certain 

and inevitable end which awaits all men. 

"What is man that Thu art mindful of 

him1" "He comes from th e dust and unto 
• 

).f- " o~ ,.,~ 
dust he returns; he i sA I' e unto a broken 

I 1& 3 n,, - ..:::, 
"T .. f • 

shard, { 1 e grass that withers 

11 1 /'~ .-,... "' /c ~ 
ft 7 7 . 

Ha:acew;.;;;;a;::e:a;:a:a;:::t=f'l-12--~1:'e:eNt.. f rike floating 

dust c 1-lke a dream that f 1 i es away". s/4;, . 
\A. ~~~ ~ 

FR• f.: the ritual of Yom Kippur 

is ala■ a memorial service, when we are 

led to think of death and to recall 
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our dear departed. borne"upon 

us the 1:· aa:::t:a:c:tC;t;st==f=I~ t hat there i s 

no life without death and no love without 

loss. We are faced with the impenetrable 

mysteries which surround our lives, the 

unseen hand of God which holds us as the 

potter the clay, thew eaver ·the loom, the 

mason the stone which he fashions. f l6f 
As part of this memorial service we ~ 

olNO~~~ 

/\ ' , the men and women of Israel, 

the great and the good who died in many 

lands in distant ages and in our own tim~ 
I 

for the sanctification of God's name. 

Why did these martyrs die1 What JJJrpose 

did their innocent deaths serve? .What is 

the meaning of sacrifice? And where is 

the reward for ri hteousness1 
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A 11 t hes e thou g ht s a r e f o cu s e d i n o u r 

Yom Kippur liturgy. Not a,e is missing. 

All the pathos andt ragedy of life, all 

the oafflementa of the human mind, all 
1a o-fr av-,

t he paradoxes of the human ~~~.r~~ 

But is that all? Is that the ~~&m=l;J&:;~ia-Q 

keynote of the day, "the full score? . ~ s 

there no cont_rast in mood, no answering 

chords and no ultimate reconciliation? 

Decidedly there is! For if there were 

not, 

together a melancholy day ~~ta=;;taEEl=l.~h 

and the spi it of the worshipper would 

be dra i ned1 afci wrung with desolation. 
J.J " 

religion d_oes no~ wi,sh us to e 
-:--:---::::.JM./v......___~ Ac.Al ~1, ,.,J_ ~ • 

cast down but up -i -fte 1• Throu ,.,h 

dark .corridors we are lad . on 1his day, 

from even-tide to even-tide, to resplen-
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I\.. -~ 

dent chambers which are filled withAsun-

and peace. 1fAt the very a.( .. tset of 

the day's service, before tne solemn 

chant of the Kol Nidre is heard, there is 
~IN\ 

announced as the very text and~-m of 

all that is to follow the great words of 

th P l . t tt - J) .i ( ,r 1:> .. t,. li ~~6 ( -f>/) L )//( ft e s a m I s , - r ,, . '" ::, 

. 
"Light is sown for the righteous and 

gladness for t_J,e upright in heart". • And 

at th conclusion of the day - twenty

four hours later - the service rises to 

mighty crescendo - " J -, (jt, /4) , ! n 
I ( I 
' 

Then the chal--
langing, triumphant notes of the Shofar 

''o 
are sounded, as if to say: "Be afraid! 

Be not cast down! There is God! And be~ 

cause there is \lOd, there is wise pur ose 
" ~,.....jlA 

-----iO tne universe and goodness will triumph, 
(' I 
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and justice and brotherhood will some 

day be estaolished on earth and there 

~ill be light for the righteous and joy 

fort he upr i Jht in heart". 

To be sure, there is sin in the 'iorld, 

but there is also repentance and for-

gi venes. Our day is called oat Yom 

Hahataim, the Day of ins, but Yom H "i-
• 

. urim, the Day of F rgiveness.~s -=~~ 

"For on this day you shall be for

yiven for all your si s, before God you 

shell be pure". It is a day of " , /o 

and ., of forg i vaness and grace. 

No man is doomed because of · his past 

mistakes. The gates of repentance are 

never shut. God waits for us at every 

cross-road of our 1 ives, hotiever lorg we 

may have been away and holev r far we may 
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have 

us back to His patArnal arms. Until the 

v ry day of our death, He waits. for us. 

•> 
and con. a sion. Ha is our Father and we 

a r e H i ~ c h i 1 d r e n ; H e i s o u r s h a p he r d a nd 

" we are His flock. 

Because there is unlimited repentance 

for man and boundless forgiveness in od, 

man is free. He can renew himself, he 

can start fresh again. Nothing i_s ir

revocable; nothing is final and terminal. 

Man can regain mastery over his Moral 

destiny; and with mastery and freedom c ome 

di~nity and honor. 
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This is why theii .. ook of Jonah is read 

as part of the ~ervica of this dcy. 

Nineveh, that exceedingly great and ex

ceedingly wicked city, was doomed. God 

had decreed its destruction. Jonah, the 
~ o ~ (.{Vl..1At.J 6t,\vd.- 1-£ -------.. ~ rr--

pro ph et, was great y pleasea. t- 1 ng" 

last tnis city of sin and crime, the enemy 

of Israel, the capital of the • ssyr1an 

Empire wh ich had terrorized the who l 

world, was about to receive its just de

serts. It would be destroyed by a just 

and righteous God. / ut God, Who is not 

only just and r i 1hteous, but also gracious 

a-&~EE-=*·fi~ and bounding in love, wishef 

to give Nineveh another chance;a nd so He 

com h1anded Jonah to go to Nineveh and warn 

its people of their impending fate. Per-

haps they repent, and the evil -
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decree wo~ld be averted. Jonah, however, 

u n w i 11 i n g t a be t he m e s s e n g e r o f a war n -

ing which might:
0
a~e them, fled to 

Tar sh i sh, a way f ram the presence of t he 

Lord. uut he was brought back by O, hand 

of God and forced ta proclaim what he had 

been com,·. issioned to proclaim. The pe 1Jple 

f Nineveh did repent. Thay proclaimed 

a fast, cried mi ,2 htily unto God, turned 

away from their ev i 1 ways and 1:rom the 

violence which was int--=.heir hands. "God 

repented of the evil which He said He 

wo · ld do to them, and He did not do it" . 

. Jonah was exceedingly displeased, but 
-

the heart of God, t e Fathe~r<fu- has 
' I' 

pity on all his children, event he erring 
• - ~ ~:fu. 

and the sinful, rejoiced because ey/\ 
1P 

be destroyed. Always a]lother 
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h ' ' }(Th • • h • • t I 1 c anca.,,, 1s 1s w y 1n anc1en srae 

the Jubilee Year - the fiftieth year f 

freedom and redemption - was proclaimed on 

Yam Kippur. This is why the Shofar is 

still sounded at the conclusi on of our 

Yam Ki ppur services. '' On the Day of 

At nement you shall send abroad the 

trumpet throughout the land and you shall 

proclaim liberty throughout the land to 

all its inhabitants. ach ma n sh all re-

turn t his property and each ore to his 

family .... the land shall not be sold in 

perpetuity, for the land is Mine. If 

your brother becomes poor, and sells part 

of his property, then his next of kin 

shall come and redeem what his broth 1r 

hal sold. And if a man has no one to 

redeem it, then in the J Jbilee Ye a r it 
~ . 

be released and be returned to him. 
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If your brother becomes poor ands ells 

h i m s a 1 f t o yo u f '-o r s a r v i c a , h e s ha 11 

serve~til the year of the Jubilee. Then 

he shall go out from you, he and h is 

children with him, and go back to his own 

f am i 1 y , a n d r e t u r n t o t=h e po s s e s s i o n o f 

his fathers. For they a re fv1y servants, -
whom I brought forth oJt of the land of 

Egyot; they shall not be sold into per-. ,,,,.,., 

petual slavery." .. -
het er the provisions of this law of . 

tne Jubilee,which based on the high-

est principles of justice and humanity, 

were ever fully carried out in anc i ant 

Israel, it is difficult to say. But 

their noble spiritual motive is clear. 

Men must not be shackled forever to 

poverty, to debts which they can not pay. 
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They must not forever be landless and up

rooted, forever hopeless slaves. There 

must be a time f or a new beginning! ~ 
1'tA.v~t ~ - '-'--~~ /. 

Here is brighter and happier music -

set to a more confident and heartening 

theme. It, too, is part of the heroic 

symphony of Yorn Kippur. 

en we are made aware by the ancient 

prayers of this day of our physical 

limitations - that'~ ur strength is not 

the strength of stones, nor our flesh 

brass''- it is"'to point out to us, by con

trast, that in mind and spirit, in pur

pose, quest and aspiration, we are but a 

1 i t t 1 e 1 ow a r t ha n th e an g e 1 s , a-n d a r e e n -

dowed witn power and strength. e are 

co-workers of God
1

and in His strength we 
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can find our str.angth and our song. hen -
we do \la d's work int he world, we become 

"like a watered garden, a nd like a soring 

of water whose waters fail not". 

Even the reflections upon death which 

the memorial service of this day induces 

i s are desi ned no to . . ~~ . .,__ 
~ 

desp 

• i fa • and how purposefully we shou ld use 

each p ssing day and eac h 
ftA-- ~ ~ 

-~=::I!!!-

afraid
1 

but of never having 

lived, and of never having lived in sudl 

a way as to leave behind us proud ard 

blessed memories to accompany our d_:ear 

ones through their li fa. Death~em:= 
~ 

a mysteriousJeginning in the ever-

lasting mercy of God. 
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Similarly the recollection of our 
--., 

m a rt y r e d d e a d i s a ca 11 t o t_b e u n c o n q u e r -

able soirit of man. Our religion was 

the first in all the annals of mankind 

for which men were prepared to die. ~e 

gave the first martyrs toreligi faith 

and loyalty. 

H:e:i!t::::1~9:Cl:=t!o:r-==t:·:.-c-. This is a proud her i tP-_ge. 

To fore-go all the prizes of the world 

a n d t o c l i ng u n f 1 i n c h i n g 1 y t hr o u g h l o ng 
I f 

dark centuries to the faith of a despised 

and persecuted mi ority - is not this 
V 

the~crowning triumph of the human spirit, 

and does it not challenge us to admira-
t 

tion and emulation? There is no wasted 

sacrifice in ad's world, and eva_ry act 

of h i g h co u rag a 1 i v es i n t ha i mm or ta 1 i t y 
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of its influence upon the lives J f o~-

co 

sight of the Lordi s the death of His 

s a i n t s " - and e q u a 11 y pre c i o u s i n t he 

sight of all mankind. 

~ 

o n e s h a u 1 d no t a p p e a r de pr e s s e d a n d i n 

somber clothes,, as sup liants before a 

hum n judge, but Joyous, dressed in fes

t i v e w h i t e , bet o k e n i n g a ch e e r f u 1 a n d 

c nfident spirit". / Many things remain 

h i d d e n a nd u n re s o 1 v e d . W i t h e"v e r y n a 
~.t w.e ~~ ~ -~-'- ~ - --.:::------

i n s i g ht co ,n es a new o b s cu r i t . But t he re 
I , /\ 

is God! \\ 1, J{; ~ "J~ -::) _.And because there 
. ~ 1s God - My hopes, my thoughts, my fears, 

Thou seest all .... Whan Thou upholdest, 
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who can make me fall? Thy hand wi .l l 
----
hold me fast and draw me near to Thee, 

I 
my King and my Lord". ~ J~ {J l > (t) \) ~ There is 

tJ Sf) ·IJ II I ,.e, j ,2:·J ~ 
God ! a nd , t h ere fa r e ,("Ret u r n ;- mys o -ul , 

to yo ur rest; for the Lord w i 11 de a l 

bo untif J lly with you. He i l l deliver 

yo ur so ul from death, your eyes from tears, 

y;, u r f e e t f r om s t um b 1 i n g . Wa 1 k , til e re --
fore, be f ore the Lord , i n the land of 

t h e 1 i v i ng " . 

bba Hi l lel 
S i lver 

October 
1959 
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