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In o~e of hiq ~ssavs, Francis Paean wrote: 

''Tt is a reverent thing to see an anc·ent castle or buildin~ not 

in decay; o;to see a fair timber tree sound and perfect . 110w much m re 

to eh0ld an ancient and noble farnilv which hath stood a<;ainst tl e waves 

and weather of time." 

This is true also of an ancient and noble people1 like ours, a 

people t.:ldch has stood again$t the WRves and ';,,,leather of the A.~es, and 

a11 the fury ancl persecutions of men, but which, nevertheless, still 

ass mbles each year in its places of worship tlrouRhout the ~orld to re­

assert its al lep;iance and to proclaim anew tl e slogan of its un-defeated 

faith: nHere, O tsr;:iel, tl e Lord our r;od, the Lord is nne . 

~he sense and orire of heritage a ve . trong among our people . 

Y!<-rrr 

...,he P. almiqt well reflects them -- ,f-6 ") :,{OJ Ii ,,,, , ,r 1(q)J e ,f 'J) 

"'l'he lines are (all.en unto me in pleasant p aces; yea, I h;:p.,e a Q;ood l y 

her: tAQ;e . 

Tt i~ r.::ith ,..,r stranne tl,at this sh,uld he so . The re1 i.~ion of our 

peonle is rlecide l a forwav-d-)001,in~ one . Tt is a "-'essianic faith wl,n e 

~,., I en :\P,e lies not in the he~innin~s of hi~torv , hut in ('INI ~ 1)1'.ft--
t 0 (. O'\M,.Q 

i.n th di.c;;tant rlay~w en the hopes of man will be fulfilled and all his 

s peak of "l)u r C';od and th e 
/\ 

Tl e covenant w ich binds 

'evertheless , in Ol1r pra:ers we nearly aJways 

God of our f rithers" -- LJ1..>..f,Jc I;. fi ... J IJ•,)~ 
~ ~, 

u • to our r;odf\ was ma .e w i tl, ur for fathers. 

It is the _r. ( {c J\ l ) ·r . " emernher the davs of old : we are admonished; 

.. 
consider the years of many generations; ask your fath r, and he will s , ow 

you ; _rour elders, an,.t they wi 1 tell you." We seem to draw strenr;th from 

loohin~ back , and e take heart from the rec llections of long ago . 
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Our people frequently spoke of 

~~ ct I 
Fathers , a,iilal re~arded as an inexhaustible store 

I " 

}J ~ -- t he rterit of the 

of grace and b nediction . 

It is also stran..,.e t-•A t our people should thin}, Pith such rride of its 

past , considering trat its past WAS not fil led with triumphs nn<l trophies , 

t:A. ~ i '1 
with P;lorious victories Ann with m'•st~ Rnd conquests , the things w ich 

" normally feed a people ' s pri 1e in its p8c:;t . ~ur people's pnst WA S marked 

b much surferin~ anrl h.::trdships , hy homelessnes s ancl wanderin9;s . '"en , as ~ 

ru1e , o not oc1c:;t of <rnch thinq;s . The,, are not pro\ld of such an hPritan.e . 

le• ertheless , throu~hout its lnno , dark centuries of e~ile , outrage and 

indi ~nit• , our ne nle proudly proclaimed to the world: "Happ, are we . 

u w ~oo v is nur fortune , h w pleasant Ollr lot , how heautif,11 our herj tage ! 

( 

qut upon further reflection , Israel ' s pri le of l eri t a ge is not so strange . 

Wh t filled our p ople with pride was not th i own achie ements and accomplish-

.,,~ ...!J ,i ti.) .. /.-J 
ments, thf'ir nobl e hirth or th .ir racial purit_. They were never boastful 

racists or arrogant nAtinnalists. Their leaders 

entertain notions of super iority or any thou~ht 

never e 1couraged them to 

£~./ bJ IMV~ -i,,,,_ 

f ~.- , - over other p oples . 

It was the unique mflndate wl ich destiny assiqned to them which made th m 

proud . Their ancestors had heen the first to become co~nizant of God as the 

in any form or manner of likeness , and who cAn ~P worshiped onJy throu~h 

rig'-.teousness an<"l loving- kin n .ss . This was new and revolutionary in the 

reli~ious t houoht of mankind . It srninded the <leath - kne l l of idolatrv and 

po ytheism, and al I t e ~ross rituals anrl s1rnerstitions of the ancient world . 

t t ushered in a new era i n the re1 i~ ious evolut,0n of rnan . 
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had also entered into a covenant wit r.od tor ~a·n 

fore,er lo al to im and to lrina His li 0 ht anci l is l ,1w to a· the ., onle 

of t e earth . r;od w.:1s not xclusivel t ir ,od . Pe w, s t.,e r;od of t' e w ,01 

eartl . p \'RS the F, ther f a 1 men , and loved ti em all alik • rut in l ;s 

unfcthomahle wisdom , He h .. d chnsen Israel to receive th(t 

Torah -- ns lc:w of J ife~anci Israel wns char~ d to bring 

Recause of ti i. , Israel concei 1 ed of it s elf as ha 1 i n een chos n 

by ,od c1s 1 is special servant and th -~' _xp ~r i nc ·d a rar 

mc1de ~h 
'A 

xaltAtion in this 

assi~nm 11t . 'T'h y h,1 1 e n c~iven a ho y role w' ich m a holy p ople . 

"P.le~sed is the nati m ' , se ,od is t e Lord , the peo le \,;horn H has c 1 os en 

for l i~ h rita~e . " 

'T' 1is is "! nt gave 0111':" peopl , throuo ou t t e ag , tl ir . ustainin pride , 

t1is and t e <noi,r}ed~e nlso tlat · n spit f fo • of Pt''rs cut j ,n w t ch 

~a visit .cl upon the , th 0 1 i sinn < ncl h3 orne 

steadfa~tly he ht AV' y,le oft ir select on and mi ~ ion . 

Tt wa s a a ~ r. r l e , no . 'T'h ir i sion ~a •e t em he nf i (" en e nf 

in estr\\ tihi , . The • kn w t selves to he an C (;-( (0-t -- an 

eternal neo le . This is true )f nll ~r at ideals . r.r at i eals i?ive t ei.r 

devotees a s 1 e of cleathl ssness . hus th prn h t I. aiah clar d lono aP,o: 

'' 
1
0 eapon th3t is fashion d against vou sha 1 prosp ran ou hall c nfut 

e·er, ton~ue that ri a in t .,10, in judgm nt . Thi.!'- i t, ri tc\ ,e >f the 

. rv nts f th ord an their vindication fr mm , Scl_'S the Lord . " 

ly t• hat cl id 

011r p opl mean , h n theJ spok of th ~ms l ves ,s holy pfople 

and of ti ei. r Tod a J\~ p~ k, -- tl e l) l y od? 'hat i m ant by ho 1 in s ? 
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The term ' Y.adosh'' has i cal ly hns the mPEln in~ of som th in~ separated br 

withdrawn , snmethln~ imriolate . The shrin s of th ~o s of all the p opl s 

of anti(]uitv , r-heir recincts and furnic; 1 inos, th . ir altars and t e sacrifices 

which were o fered upon them, and whatever else was c q nsecrated to their use, 

the nrie s who rr.inistered there and their a parel were all I Vadosh'' • 

C:uch a concept f the hn v was nioh uni ,er al in the ancient world. 

It carried no etrical im licc1ti ns ~ Separaten ss and exclusi 1 eness were 

its sole desi~nations . 

ut when the pro ,hets of Israel spoke of ,ocl as holy, the~• h ,➔d in mind 

not Hi f is awesome rem vedne s, but His nature as a 

God of jus ice , of ahso ute moral law . 
~ 

The 0 o' of th _ ancients disport d t nselv s wilfully, oft n q it 

immorally, each an autocrat wit in his or h he sole duty of tl e 

,orshiper, who helon~ed to th m s a slave to 1is mast r , wc1s to 

antici1ate an sati f their wants . is vrs wl y t e gods crec\t d m..'1n in the 

first place , not ~or mnn • s sa e but for th ::. ir own . 

'T'lP p 
JV->- ~ 

phets of Is~c1el com letely r ej cted t is concepti c n of 
/' 

eity . 

"'ource nf a l rnora 1 la , even as He i c; tlie source of a 11 p'- _ i cc:1 J 
V 

law , an~l le rloes not a t contrary to the laPs w' ich He Hi ms 1 f hns s t. 
I 

Ue is ah lv ~or . 

Yo ·, et Ic;ai.ah < ef incs t e n.1t11re of tl-i is h0l ines : 

hn ts is xal ted through juc; ti ce , and the u l , On is sanct if i 

throuP,h rig,teousness . " 

'The r;od of 

d (made 

(t,,) 
,. l 

¥a<losh) 
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Tis holy Tod reveal .d Himself t the people of Israel and umm1ned it 

to b come a holy peopl by observing Hts law of ri ~teousness and by tac in~ 

it to mankind . , i Ji 7) t') r -.' ,Jf( "I, th r rd, surr:mon d y, u to serv 

the cause of ri teousness ..• to he a linht to th nations, to op n t e e.,es 

t at , re b in , to hrinr, out the prison rs from the dun ec n , fr m t, prison 

tl ose who s 1 in darkn .s . " 

'T"his idea of a holy r;orl choosing a whole people to be His priests , not in 

a h sical sanctuar., but in } is world -- " a ki 1Rdom of !'H"ie ts and a holy 

was and remains a no,el , revolutionary, and un- ,rece ented reJi ,i uc: 

idea . 

Israe 1, 

~t it ori~inatea with foses . It ,.·as e w o i rst t >UP.ht f 

he had ed 01,t of bon a~e nd formed into a nation, as n i erent 

e wa , o 11 d e c "'lm 1 et e 1 y d if f r n t 
1. r rr, t f i e o l the h ten pea, e f his day. t 

inai , he ~n,e the, ~ad ' s arah 
mc.'.l i,. e f t , em an ' . . m 'ado" h , a ho 1 y 

p 1 I . 

y , a c t of of r.ad an<l by denyin~ the exist nee 

of a 11 a ther , eca apl in th ancient worl . , the 
Covenant ch t , enter d t ";od in a way which cliff rd sharply 
from tie f worship of all the aha t them, they beca 

ro ·essional pri st . no hi~rnrch of pri st . 

The 1ntire people or Is ... ael wo uld as a priesthood to ,od and w uld 

J im, not wi acrific , l ut 
~ y,' J 

faithful o c; r t 1 nor al 

Torah . T ey were thus to a if f 

a new mo,Ie of i p , ancl a new w hi. ec . et eir proud desti ny 
and heri ta~e . 
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r -~~ rd i se 1 f 

as a people chosen by ;od, it wns not to thinl of itself a. being from 

~o • Man, p~oples in nci nt tim s claimed direct descent from their gods. I. ra .1 

was taut;ht always to r,,memher that it w,s a mc'\11 ell I lowly p~ople of hum 1 origin 

"not 

b _caus y u were mo..-e in numl t=r than an_ othl r p ople that t;od . et !Tis ~ave upon 

• 

he n.3 ture of ho J i ness ,ls ap1 1 i ed to man is fined in >ur ,..>ral. 

It no ca 1 unon m n toe cape frnM th. world an ermits an asc tics 

in or·er to hec~ e hnly 
I 

to a f f l i ct t , hori , in or er to pu r i f y th sou 1 . h is 

t •pe of saintliness i a ien to tl e piri t of ou,.. peo 1 w rl 
& 

o l i re in th 

andwor to im-ro, ·t, to ci in ur elv s n~ai t rll l orns nf . cess , to 

r n ct al m nan not to 0 x t it c em, to u stren th with t 

nur •rea with t e 1nor 

The ta t rah wh'ch 

t. is c int. "':' t ino an 

t ·,emsc 1 Vt.:S acceptab1e to 

i o hn 1 i nee; . 

w C) r ad n h M . in, 0 om ' i r11ur is V r clear on 

spr.,din sac C 0 h an ashes under \I ar n t in 

\,A.,i) f J ~--:t. ✓-tl e or • 

''I no this t.b, 

To loo-e the etler of wicl edn ss, 

-r undo tl e h n ls of th, > e, 

to l t t l e oppre ~~o f re , 

nd tat e br v .ry ho e? 

Is it n\)t to rl al t1y )r:-i,d t t e un,r.,, 

.\nd th:tt t u ')rinq t:he p >0r tb.it ,.r ca. t out: t{ thv h u. e? 

\il1 e 1 thou . ('?e~ t. t \€ na ed, tl c1 t th,)u cover him, 

nf hou 1 i e not t rse f r om tin on fl s ?, 



-, 
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nohlc c apter lQ ft e ~ool of Levitict , vdch .p.; ins • i h 

h y or I the or ,o am o 1 •· 

n st , or t avoid doin, jn o pr.oce s 

hecorne holy . !ot to o pre ·s on ' s neio l or , not to stAn jr 1 V W 

c of on>'. nei~l or i in an°er , not to iud~e on ' s n 

t ta e en ·e nf the oor , nc t to reap a ·eld to its, T• rder or strip 

a vinevard bare , hut to le., a portion for th p or and t, stran~'3r ; not 

t hate on ' s hr th •r , not to ta ·renoeance o r hear a ~rnd e , to ove 

ou r . , n 1 ,, or as ours lf; to he especially mindful of the aged , the \'eak , 

the orphan , the \ idow; never to wr 111 a s ranP,er ,-th s trang r sh ,u 1 cl 

tr , t: ~d .1. a nc... t i , d n 1 > 1, h:,11ld o eh i mas n. '-'lf. 

Thi - is th - roe Thi::-; is 11' w Israel , l: holy 

mu t ,-erve th ,00 ()f l ol i ne. s . 

.\nd th i s is the pr ud he itaP,e of our p op r _j; 
' ' 

M , v )I H ' ii~ is t rah w ich oc;es C nan rl u • 

It i he h r i. "~e 1)f tl e co 111 i. t ' )f J a co " • 

om ri rrur rer,1i n, s 1lS or t is her i ta r,,e/. It a 0 mi d. us t.1 t an 

her i t;:i <~ . is an ohl.ioati n , a r. s )Onsi hi l i t_.7 my1 H cl a enge as 1 l A a 

pr i vile<>; 
' 

an, t i'\t no on_ has ·l e r. i P.; t to pr md 0 ' i ' r it-,~ who 

ocs not l'lon r it in of r vance and in ra ,c . 
Tt is not ~00( enou<~, to a t a . II l • at . . t 

at t Pille ich w 0 a ,e to t orld, Joo at u 

i loso -,h rs and each r wlo so pr f oun 11 .,' j nf lu 

I. t a 1so n. ·e to sa t not in or s lut b , our a , of if e : 

''look at us Jew to ay and o w liv . Lo Dt t di nit nd 

pl 

1 /..> 

• 

0 1, 



solriet.,• of our li• ... s , ur 
1' 

our p fessional 

;.in busin ss int-Rrity , ou lo e of pace, our tol ranc nd 

ur red in :-5 to < ef n< not n1y our mm right , but t', r'?, ts of 11 m " . 
e sure , Otff gr at m ... n of t he pa-t :.re fu ly matched with t' eh.· h ur . /3 , .. if 

r. we matc1ed wit our~? re we r sp ndin, t<) t1e cal of dut_ , disc"rlin­

c nd acrifice as t e; id: Are e emulating tl em? 'ff, n m n th i n l• nc 

. pcrtk o'" Jews toda the.,7 ;t re int th·, I· i 1 of t i 11 u. r i ou s J s of t l e 

r Pill , o hilo, 'aim>1orles or Spin za . 

.Jews .;l om . tre t, in uc;iness , 

at Vi ·k (),... ilt p J {1\7 • t is I: 
, . 

j n ~, "er•- a' Tew next . t e I l , < • 

I 
• t ·er ,o em, • r: • , 1, l PS or p her ·ta~e o: .Tu m. 

It 1 c; , t far ',..e i t, a a as o ,r os·t· n in •h 

wor c- ncerncd , to p 0 ef r, it . I e s ---
w, out a tack. t' eir le nr t • r r i,., , n , 

W 0 lves , tl eir o-.rn t t" ne~ ect o J • i n, ly th un rt1 

con uct ~ tlH~, r o:. 0\ ') liv s , undernin th~ i r faith and i hon r t ir p _opl • 

H vin a ndon d their h rit '~e I -- I 
, d t' ' eco ., .o inc nsed wh n 

ba nt..:n traduce it'? 

,le 0 it t 011r no e I ast to Ii ' n bl, ., in t:h p,..es nt . l 

islnnJ our h~rit .. ~e and put to ha our h ro s a d art . .::, ho L1 if r d . 

and i d in the con tancy )f their f i th -- i) hi' ~ -- or t 

anc ti f i c, t i n of 10 -- in the nf i c nt nt uture , n r ti )n 

of .Te i 1 1 oft t torch w1ich fell from t1eir on hands . 
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'Included in the ritual for ·om ~ippur is tht~ trc1,P.ic tnr.,1 of 
.-,,.;_ t-., /,11 J ~I:, ~ ;, , l-t> 

t e ,. 1 -rt r~ , t e i llustrio\.\s 'qahbi Re < nd 
/\ 

'anRniah ben "T'radion , w o i~re p\lt to enth in ru s•-:1m 
-, 

y t e cru ~o, .rnment of anc • ent !"lome . ) 

r ·nd < 11 ~-nerati)ns of ~Te\.,s , s.....,eci;i1lv t,oc;e 
' 

':';{in m)re f~·or d t,~es , oft e p ice w,icl was paid fo r their 

no le h _r itage. 

On Vom Yippur e accept anew and cofTlrnit ourselves anew to the 

urden , erita~e . We are suTT1Moned to thi k of our past , hut 

also to rememher thnt m mories , ,1\ 1 v r e alted , are on y stilrs to 

gui e us . ~- e alon must wa k tb w .. ' , oft nth hard and p rilou 

ay , to th_ ~ood and h,ly life. On Yo p1ur ,e are ask d tn think 

not only of those w o , veg, n ~-fr u hut also of tl 1). e who wi 11 

c 11 af t?: r u.·, to rea ize that we are links in a tim le. c ain which 

st nP, r broken . 

':e hal be ble sed, ind_ d , if t is h > 1 y day w i 1 1 move u to say: 

}JY I I }l'l~ ,.;> ... er1,f -;¥,13~ I~ lb¥ 
.. ' ' ,. 

V testimoni _s ar mv t rl tR~e ·or _ "r; thc,v c1r t l e jo of my heart . 

T 1al 1 incline my hea t to ,-.rform 'l'h, st,1tut s -- for v _r , to t nd . " 
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In one of is ~ssnys, Francis Bacon wrote: 

•· It is a reverent tr in~ to see an ancient cnstle or buiJdin~ not 

in ecct , . or to see a fRir ti:nhcr tree sound an perfect . - ' .ow muc mo e 

to cho an ancient and no c fo . ily w jc, ath stood a~ai.nst t e ~a 1 cs 

and v:eat 1:?r of time . ,· 

Tis is true also of nn ancient and no Je peop e like ors , a eo le 

ur' 3nd ersecuti ,ns of men, hut w1,ic:i, evcrt eless , sti i 1 asse b es 

ec1c yer1r in its ::, laces 0 1 ,,·ors j p t r c.,u~ out t e wor Id to re - assert its 

al e~iance anl to procla · m nnc~ the s o~nn of is un- defeated faith : 

,. ei-·e, O Israe , the to d o• r od , the Lo,..d is 'Jne . 

The sense and pride of . er it ... oe are very s tronR amon, our people . 
. 

The .salmist well r , flects I
•• , , If,., 

-- • I r I 

t:T 1e lines are fal en unto me in eas~nt pl ces; yea , I have a goodl ✓ 

hcri ta~e . 

It is r<1 her stran~e thc:1t t1,is sin Id e so . The relioion of o r 

peo ,le is decidedly a fon..:a d-1. oki ng one. It is a essianic faith ..: ose 

'101 en f\oe lies not in the c i i. <"Sof i to ry, \It in le 
int e distant d ✓ went opes of ma~ wi l ,e f 1 filled and all is 

as !rations consumm[lted . .:evertl,e less, in o 1-r rnyers we nearly al~,.-c1ys 

speak o: •· 1 ..... r.od and t e r.ort of or fat ers' 

• .,..he covenant i ich inds I to 01 r.or Pc'.lS < c v.•it nur rorefat ers . It is 

b·:i er the clm·s oc old, we are a mini cc ; 

co si er t e years of ~a 

rou; •our el.Ct's , anli they wi 1 tell n . 

loo ino ack , and we ta·e heart from t 
I\ 

·-:e seen, to draw c; tren~ h f r em 

recollecti ns of ong a~o • 
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l/, It is also c;trnn~e thAt ou pPO') e sh01Jld tl-:ink so prou ·1} 

of its pa t, consi1erin~ thc1t is Rst has no een f i l1 ed w i th tr i 1r., J s 
,.,_, .. 

an . troo ies, with ~lorio s victorii=>s with mastery anri conquests, the 
a ~ rin~s Which nor all, fee,/ eople 's ri, e in e ast . Our eo e's 

At was arked v mtc1 suf eri,g and 1ar-s~ips , by omelessness an~ 

-~n , as a rue, do not o,1st of such tl ings . The, are not 
proud of sue an heritaqe. , everthele~s, t rou~ out its on~, dar 

centuries of exile, outraee and i ~ignit;, our people proua y p oclai~~c 

to the wor d: 'Hnppy are t.;c . How g .1odly is o 1r fortune, 1 ow pleasant our 
ot, O'>/J beautiful our 1,erita~e! ( f '< ' . 

; 

I ... ; ) I • 

nut upon furth9r reflectlon, Isr8cl's stronfr ">enc -and pride 

of heritage is not so s trc1nse . '.J c t f i e o r people wi tl pride was not 

t eir own ac ievements and .:lCCO r ishmcnts, t ir noble birt' or t i:- racic 1 
.., rit_• . hey 

c:Ci. ts or ;,--rro~ant nc1ti•1na ists. heir 
eadel'."s never enc urar,e t' c-:i to entertai, •'.'• notions of superiori tJ or 

any t ou~ht of ma~te o ,er ot ' Pr pco:, e . rt wa~ t ,e uniq e a d<l te ., ; c 
de. tin_, ass i ~n(>d to t cm w: j c mqrc ,e prourl . ~• eir ancestors nd ecn 

e irst to ecoMe c ~niznrt of ~od ~st e ne • itwl Cre.:-t0r ad 
e u erse, t-: o M: ~t CfT'a n u -r I ri:> ent<"d in any for or n. er 

of i encss, and w o can e i:-:orsh i pe on .: t rou~ r i~ teousnec:;s c1 lo ri n_11 -. !--: i ndnes . This W<lS new an e ... utio a yin C'.. 
t, er ~1ous t ou~ht of " . ankin . 

It soun~ed t e eath-kne 1 of~;_ i olatr• an1 po yt,eism, ad a 1 t c ~ros. 

rituals and su 1ersti tion"' of tie anc icnt world . It ushered in a new era in 
the religious evolution o:: man . 1 

co·enant wit ~od to rc~ai n fo eve 

eir ancestors. ad also enter d into a 

oyal to .1 im an to bring tHs i-;ht and 
His law to All the peo,Dles o~ h 

_ 1e ear t • '---

-, ..... 



. ':' 
:' ~ 

/ ~t 
<· 'ihc r ·';od was not e.'<clusive y their ";od . e w~s t' e r.od of e who e ea th . 

. e .. ;as t. e ?.,t1•cr of all men , and o red the:-n a' 1 a i.,.-e . ,ut in Es unfathom.:1b e 

wisaom, Pe had c osen Israel to -eceive the reve.ntion of His ~orah -- u1s law 
j of if e - - - t•J dch- Israel was t!~'1 c,~irP,ed to l--.rinr; to all_ men . 
f, 

Pecause of this, 
Israel c0nceivcd of itself as havinfl 

_I-
en chosen and selected hy God as 

"< ----- ..,. - ' special servant and t,ey experienced a rare exaltRti r f ~ ...... .._,I'- . ._ 
.... .,, ,.,. ---- - """' 

n in thi .s assip;nment . /._,) 
~ ,.. ·1 • 1·?tessed is the notion w ose (;od is t e !.orcl , th ' . people w om e hns chosen for 

T' is is what 8ave our people , thro11~l out t·,e a~es , their sustainin3 
r. ✓ 

pride, t . is and t e knowlcd~e thHt in s?· te of ever; form of persecution i..· id 

~as visited U?On them, 
.... ~ t ey had re~nined lo,al tot eir vision . T ~y 

~4 

"i> ,.' Ll•.ii the envy y ke of t ,elr selecti0n nn-i 11issinn. 

It WRS a fenrless nri e, too . T eir miss ~n ~ave t~e 
l. -t -

t econ ir:lence I ~ .. 
I , 

i ty . I ' j s is true o,. al 
r.rea t i ea 1 s ~ i ,c t· .e i r 

evotees a senc;e of de~t ec;snes . Thus the prn e 

t ,.,t ri~es qa·n"t: u in ju p,11ent . T·iis is the herita~e of the servants of tre 

Lot' and thei vin icati •1 n from e, sa_:s t e Lo··J 11 • 

·' en did t e concept c< Israel as a :-, y pcop e ori~inate7 r-'hat di 
our ?eop e ean w,e t .e s oke of selves as a y people ?J., fl (·'"t 
an of t' eir God a 

-- t .. c H l od? ~,at is ea ,t y 
holine. "'? The term" adosh 11 b.1s ical l, ha. t e meanine of somethin~ separat d or 
withdrawn, somethin~ inviolate . he s1rines of the gods of all the peoples of 

antiquity, t eir precincts and fur ishi 3s , t eir a tars and the sacrifices 

of E ercd upon tLem, and wha ever el c 1<1s consecra cd lo t ei r uc;e , the pries ts 

w. o ministered i ere and their c1ppn-::-e were a 1 •·•.• cosh" . 

I .) 
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Such a concept of the holy was ni~h univPrsal in the ancient world . 

It CRrried no et ical imp icati0ns . Separateness and exclusiveness were 

its sole desi~nati0ns . 

~ut wen the pro~hets of Isr el spo<e of r.od as holy , they hDd in 

i rt not 1 is unapproc ahi Ji ty, . • c; at esor,e rcmovedness , hut is n~ture 

as n ~o~ 0 1 ~ustice , of abso ute , , r r 
, 1 I l , 

',.JI :c.. -v--vi. ( 
he gods o: the a cients dis..,orted tl-iemselves wi • f•~ 1 - , often qui.te 

nra law . 

itl'110ra .y , each an autoc~at wit jn his or er domain . The sole duty of t1e 

worshiper , w~o belon1ed to them as a slave ,,elonRS to his master, was to 

anticipate and satisfy their wants . 

first place , not for man ' s sa<e, but ~ .,..,_ 
t h f I 1 

I . . • 1e prop ets o s~ae rCJectcG 

" 

" I l_.,. -~~ 
his was whv t e, 1created man in t e 

for their own . 

this conception of deity . God is the 

sou ce of all moral law , even ac, le is the sm.rce of al l physical law, and 

e does not act contrary to the rn,,-s w-. ich Pe im elf hns set . Fe is a ho ly 

r;od . 

he pro)) et Isai h defines t e nc1ture of t is holiness : ' 'The r;od of 

hosts is exalted thro 1~ ju5tice, and t,e o nne is sanctified (rnnde 

l' \") ~u th o 

: is ho ";od revea ed imse f to . e eo e of I rAel and s •., .oncd it 
;~ ,, \ to °CO e a h y eople • 0 ser- ~ - - teflc "' no. :s law of ri ~: teo 1s ~ . ,, 

l 
•• 

r•• \ · 

.t 
~ - ~ , ,, I 

. ,. T t · e ,o ""."cl S Ui': /) ed vou to erve he c ause - \ ( , L 
of r i~, .eou ness ... to e a i C> t to t C n.:- ti o s , to open the e e:-- t at 

~ 

are ·nd , to hrino out the ri~one fr, t C 1n?,eon , f r om t e prison 

those who s l t in dar ness" . 

This idea of a holy ~od c oo~in~ aw o e people to e His priests , 

--, 
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rcot in a physical sanc tuary hut in His wor d -- 1 a kingdom of priests and 

a holy people" -- was and re ains a nov el , revolutionary , and un- precedented 

reli~ious idea . -.,1 o was the fat :er of it? 

~ 

.;e believe tl--at it ori~inated with ~1oses . It was he who first thow~ t 

of Is~ael , whnm he~led 01t of onca~e and formed into a nation, ~s a diff e rent 

kin _ of pconle -- an ' rn Se~\lln: w,ose wa, of ife wou d be co, pletely 

di_ er.ent frnm the way of ife of Egvpt and of all t e heathen peon eSof l--is 

da. ,,,.. 
r' , ,. • 

At ~inai , he gave t~em ~orl ' s - orah 
V• .,. - ... '"' 
- •1e ~.:;s - res, t . (" T s h . l 1 d -

y the verv a ct of not ma in<:? i a~cs of ~od and o[ denvino, t e existe .ce 
t • 

oc a 1 other gods , t hey becarr,e a niq e people in t e ancient worlci . ~ the 

Covenant into wh·ch they entered to worship ~o~ in a way whic differed 

s ~rply from the manner of wors. ip of all . e pe pl .s about them, they 

became K;.DOSH . ~gypt had its profesc:;ional nriests . and n- ela orate ritue' 

of sacr.if.ices . 
:-, - • • I' . " 

.loses wanted~> ~·t: ~r ' pr·ests, nor sacrifices . The entire eo;-,_e 
/ 

of I ...-ael would [ mcti n as a priesthood to ,...od and wo1ld s rve. im, not .;ith 

animal s:3crifices , but with t e fait ful o ser ance of the moral :nstructions 

of the ~orah . ~hey- were not on c. osen :rom 

.:..>-,,t::, 

no ..., all other people The., 

wee rledicDted to a different J,ind of faith a ew 11' cie of wors ip, :inc rl nei' 
/\ 

wa of lice . This hecame tl eir proud destiny .snd erita ,e . 

It shnu . d be n ted thRt ile Is-acl was tauqht by 0 ses to re~nrd 

itc;e f as a people cho en .' r.orl , i w:'\S nnt to t i.nT•· of itself as bein~ 

descended rom r.od . 'anv peo·...,le n anc·ent ti ~s c ai ed djrect descent 

.. - ---, 
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fro 1 t eir ~o s . Israel was ta 1~ t aJw;1 •~ to re. • her thnt it, as a s .a 1 

an 1 lowly pconle of \1m e orl~ln •·a wan erin~ Ararnean wlls • f c.1 , er" 

:Jn.-\ t at • _ wac; t-;od who chose t. em '" not ecc'\use you were mo""e in nu er 

than a v ot' er peo le t flt r, rl set t.'is lo ,e u on vou and c ose vo11 , for _1 0 

ere ti.,f" fewest of all ~o les' (!)cut . ~ :7). 

, ,. ~ '"'"-- ~·, 
The nat I e of holiness ns ap~lied to m· n is fully defined in or 

~ ra , . It d'd n t ca 1 u on ~en to escape fro~ the world and ecome her is 

a1 d ascetics in order to ,_ CO""!e hol and to aff . ict t e body in or er to 

purify t . e soul. This type of saintliness is alien to the spirit of our 

neo p e . '!'o live in the word anu wor~< to i. prove tt , to discipline ourselves _,_.. ,., 
~I . ~ • 11 f f 11 d . u .. \. "' . a ~a1nst a orms o excess, to respec t a me n an to exp 01t 1 ~ -· , t o s ra re 

-r, .,...,_ ' 
our stren~th with tl e weak, .. ~-; our read -1it t e un~ry -- t ,is is the 

tr e rood to oliness . f, The !!Aftara:1 ·hich t.:e re .... d on t1e morning of :om r ppur 

i~ very t _ear on tis point . P~tin~ and s p CA in~ sackcloth and ashes under 

\ s <1!"e n t in t' em:;e ves acce a e to t e 

'I n0t t , is t . e cast t t I rave C 

~o loose t'"C fet ers of i-.1 ic {edness, 

~o undo t e c1nds of t e yol<e, 

J\nrl 0 1 t the or rcc;scd P,O free 

An ... t at .,e _brea eve 

s {t n t to enl t 
*ndx*?H~xth ~ ~ 

V 
. • n,,e" -

Lo.,..d. 

osen7 

, nd tat thou hrinR t e 00 tat a e c ;, t ut tot y 0use? 

~ en t'ou seests th A ,cd, t .at thou c0ver hi , 

Anci t ou hide no t yself fro thi e o..;n fles ,?" 



- 7 -

The noble chapter 19 of the Eook of Leviticus , which begins with the 

rin~ing commnnd : 'Ye shall be holy for I t'be Lord your God am holy 0 proceeds 

to enumerate wh:?.t a man must do, or mus t avoid doing , in order to become holy . 

Not to oppr ess one 's neighhor, not to stand idl_,1 hy when the life of one's 

nei .~hl--or il'i in danger, not to jud8e one ' s nei ~hl,or unjustly ; to take c;1re of 

the poor , not to reap a field to its verv l--.orrier or strip a vineya d ba e , ? -t -J ,~ . 
-portion mu.c;.t .h.e--1.,~t for the poor an--! the stranger ; not to hate one's brother , r 
not to take ven~eance or bear a <;1'."ud~e , to love our nei~ bor as ourself; to . 

'• "~ _ .. 
he pa.Y-ti.cu lariy mi ndfu 1 of the a?,ed , the •ea , the or.-,han, the widow; never 

I r 
- ,·A.I. 

to wron~ a stranger , a stranger sh0u d he ~reatcd as a native, and ones n ld 
1' 

lo·.·e him ~s oneself . 

This ts the road to t he oly life . This is how Israel , t,e holy people, 

must serve the God of Holiness . 
f I , 

( ,,,A) L, I •.· 

And tl, is is the proud ,eri tao-e of ple ';JI • '"'.,, . ,.,,. 
our pe --

r ; 

- J 
), 'This is the Torah which Moses commanded us. r/ 

.; 

' 
, ··- • 

It is the her i ta~e of the comrnj 1i ty of Jacob ." 

_om Kippur reminds us of this heritage; -~t,)t also reminds us ► at 
r 

an herita.~e is an ohlieati ·m, a responsihi.ity c"'nd a challenge as \.\"ell as a 

privil.eRe, and that no one as ti-ic right to be p oud of his heritage w,o does 

not honor it in observance c1nd in ractice . 

It is not good enou~h ro A .1 le to say : "'look a t our rent past, look 

at t,e Ri le -~~ch we Rave to t,e worl , look at our pro hets , sages, p iloso-

phers and tenchers who so n-rofo\ln y in~lue cP.<l riank ind.,. . ..{- -
-,•- ' I ~ J ,' ~~ . n , 

•
1e mu::: t a 1 c;o he n J e to sav : r • look at r:s Jews w 10_ p~ae-t-j. ce-- Tu a.· soi to ay , 

the- -/\ 
~ 0 :,.:s. w1,o -are/ c·msc ious and prou bei r o • a e;reAt past and see ow we 1 i ve --

V 
ocik at tl-.e di.gnity and sobriety of ()ur lives, our fami y ovaltv a~-~ nerosity, ., .,, 



f 

- 8 -

our professional ann business inteci;rity, our love of freedom and peace, 

our tolerance cJ'1d 0ur rC?adinec;s to defend not only our own riP,l,ts, 'Ut 

/l 
the rj~hts of a 1 1 men . 

- ~ t r-' 
To 1'e sure •. _ the gr.=.:;1t men of •""'i; past were f u y 

'-- ··--
m.3tched with their ~no..o~ . Are we matched wit' o 1rs? Are we res ···•.mcling 

r' 
to the cal I of dutv , disci l jne and sacrifice as t,ey did? 11 .... ~ v.:;. 

1:hen men th· n and speak o J eh·s today they, as a r 11-e, 

are not thin.: in~ of t,e il;.ustri.ous Jews of tl--e past, o( ~loses , Isaiah or 

f i llel , of 'hilo , Maimonorles or Spinoza . They are thinkine of the Jews 

whom they know , - the--men whom they see every day on the street, in busine ss, 

n t work or at play . It is t11e 1 iv i np,, e ery-clay Jew next door to t e:n, ns 

11-· 
it were, w o exemplifies for then the heritag e of Judaism . 'It is, t,er e fore, 

far more import~nt, as far as our position in tle ~orld is concerned, to 

practice Judaism than to ,efend it . I know ews w10 hecome outrc1Red wh en 

somel,ody attacks their peop e or t eir reli3 i on, w10 themselves, by tl eir ~--y..,..· "l 

total ne~lect of Judaism, and y t eicx unworthy coriduct of their ov.:n lives, 
' 

undermine t1, eir o~;.n fait c'.lnd dishonor their people . 
'"iui ,Jr\ , , 

Thev h~ve ~ anr oncd 
I 

t eir herita";e -- wlv <lo they become so incensed w·en base men traduce it? 

~·e ov:e it to our great--an,. nob le past to ire~ €atJy ,nd no y in i,e 

-resent . T:lse we dis honor our er· ta~e and put to shame the heroes and .a ~yrs 
r ., 

oi:- onr- pP.s·t who suffered ad died in the constancd of t eir faith -- . , 
' I 

l 
r J ,, ', \ ) -- for the sanctificnti0n of ~od -- int e confident 

trust t½o t future -;ene ·at i 0ns o Jews will old aloft t .e to ch wl,ich 

fell from their hands. 

I 

f 

I 
,--1 
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Included in t. • ritu.:il for Yorn .·ippur is l e trae,ic sto ' of 
'.l.' .. ~ 

the Ten ,•:art:rs , ~ r:11<::,r '"'.a,. is and-c;cho .:-rs like Akih.::i , Ishnat-~l 
Tradion 1 ,'1n 

• !ananiah \,: ,o vere put to death t' r<)u~ ~ruesofT!e torture by 
.J\, t',.. 

the cruel ~overnnent of ancient ~ome . As if to sa_ to us,~,no live 
. ' . ( , 

in th~-1:'1 .ds· of freedo~, · ,. ... ?:-S- 1.,s- t e price w· ich was paid ,-or t're 

herita~e w ich is .0urs. 
\ . ... ~ ... 

.,,,, ...,.; ... ' ... -..-::, 
vom -i pp1.1r ,:c vo,.: to- trii<e - on a~ain rE>c:;o utely 

,,A , , 
On ..) 

,.. 
•'e c-hin· of our pc1st ,_hu.t .;e ,-·now t·, i~t i~~ - ;,. ' ,. 

:i,erno ies.are on stars t" i:;ui ,e us . e ,·a ·, o[ t e . 

c1nrl peri O IS wa t ose t, Rt 

s , ut a1~o o' t-i f ter us,-· ,. 
. 

,, \V , 
I 

rcnli7e 

-1e are inl-s in a ti.:? ess c1ain ;' 'c-h st not e roe . 

, ·e sha 1 e i '1< eed , if t is (') V cla , v.· i • m) 'C us to 
I) ' 'l ,., 

/) \ sa , : ll /J, , l 1/ I ' ) I --'\ 

' " j . , ~ I • 

,.,r y testimonic.-s a e . • eritage fo:-ever; tr:cy are t e jo of 

I s a inc ine he, rt to pcrf r T s atutes -- [or vcr, to t' e e ,, I . . 




