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In the Silence of the Night 
Abraham H. Silver. 

'fltt• dN•p -Yoi t d t:hun:h-1, ·ll r Toi •<lo 

had tofJ ,d forth th hour of miclniuht, 

when , ih•nl gronp f lank ~rntl worn 

form: llitted . ini~t •rly alon,r th' hall

ow. uf < Ill ue ·a) in•r hou • through 

many a .,inuou , ..,Jo m en hr u<lc<l lane. 

\ 'arily the ' .·t I alonrr, mut , d •at h
lil...<•· ·with· Uwir fi • • 1v} aminn ey ' . , ~ .. 
pi •rcinrr throunh t.lie heaYy hood that 

uitl th •ir fac , . 
, udcl<'nl\' tl11•y halt <l. 
'' "Ti thi ," ('a.me th d cp, 

ion ' of th for mo t, who. 
mien lwt11k neu a 1 •atler. 

up1 t'(' ~etl 
1rait and 

"'Ti thi ' <'dto d th O'roup in , ·olcl 

. t•pukhral ton•. 
"~\ltc1Hl ! ' 
'· \\" do, mo t r ,,- r n cl ~ I phom,o 

Barnilo lfeacl f th lloly
mo, m n of impa.ti 

l ·adcr; and th cvroup w, 
•·1 cm ,. • ) our hood ! " 

from the 
nt. 

.AnJ l, th hiY rinn ray of a oli-

tary Jant rn he crutiniz d ach oun

t nan , flinching a.ch eye before hi 

pi rcinir archinrr lance. 
•· 'Ti \\ ell''-h mult •red at la t. 

ppr h· Hence broocl <l 
Ea h wa riv t d 

in an anony of expecta-

ti n. 

Th 1 a ler ol mnly drew from hi 

bo om a mall li lening poniard, and 
rai ing it aloft, cri d in a. fl •re , threat-

eninrr, ubdu d Yoie : 
'\Yl,·1t to him who b tray the er t 

of our holy tribunal?' 
"D ath!" choed the low, onorous 

tone. 

"\\'hat to him who b tray the ord r 

of our holy tribunal?'' 
"D nth! ' came ll1e cold, moro e reply. 

"What t him who di ob ys the or

d r of our holy tribunal?' 
'D a.th! ' wa th w ird, e ri whi p r. 
" w into th hou e!- rnando -

the J w-at midni ht he i pr. yinrr

the rvanl are our -Chri t b ith 

ye-into the hou el" .... 

Ft•rnatt 1'l wa prayin •r. 
. ft, fad in" \\-rin:,!1 •t. of in,· n 

\\rilhin~ and c:nrling. fillt•<l th a tmo -

ph •re with a ~oft. 1\row y p •rfume. 

Phanla ti ~t!ly pl.t~c·,l the flitlin,r hall

ow of F,•n1.rnclo antl th . llir:kt•rin~. parti

('olorecl 1-.t~ of t!H• c1•11sc•r up n th• w, 11 

of t h , . ih•nt, .... •dud1•1l ·hamht>r. 

He praJt'd and hi.- . wellin", thrillill!.!, 

clol<-ful on ..: :-ot111tl <l "0 hop1·h• .;, o 

11wlanel1oly in thal gl omy. oh"tlH . 

1 ha111lwr. JI prayed, and hi· Yoic:c with 

tha clP<'P dron . ric·h ri •n al m •lolly 

. mrntkd , o . W<' •t. y<'l . ad· --o Jon -

nnw, o a•. pairin!!. J w:i th pray r 

or· a y urning lon1ritw heart; of ::t 

do med . onl in a~ony; of a. 1 " wan

<krin•~ Jamb ln her! furiou ly by r 1 •ut-

1 • . rain . nd torm . . Anu th .. ton 

1 ud r Rnd loucler, weetPr nnd 

alld r, a if h accumulated wo s of 

hi orrowful life w r pour cl f rth in 

tlmt on am . t, <· ta i d pray r-

'·II lp u F, th •r !-:\Io t Jlitrh _ fo ·t 
D a.r ! D •li\·cr thy childr n-thy lo t and 

tra incr childr n .... my hild ... ,, 

nd the body of 1~ rnan<lo hook eon

n~l ivcly, and a hl'art-rendin~ ~rroan 

ea.p d l1i 1J om. 
_\.nu on th• thr<>,.,hohl toocl Jfarnito ... 

He wn lo. in thoun·h . , om thinrr 

wa ·c• •thin~ within him. Thi· my ic 

<limn ; tha ooping form; tho ir-

clinn . wimming- , apor ; did h not 

know t.h m? . . . Diu h no "f 1" 

th m? .. 
nd lhe wi h rin~. Yani hin~ recoll c

tion of , hildhoo<l • nr, lon~ moul

d rin~ und r th a. hr. of Tim<', C'ame 
bnck to him: It w, in uch a C'hamber. 

fill d with er] my , hndow'-. that h<' wa ; 

h and many oth r - of w ary, lnnquid 

rye. -of wrinkled, worn far<' . nnd of 

u h ad igh . Y<' , y ~. h r -

memb r ; th w r prayinrr. . . . Th n 

ther aro e a . li['l1t tumult-th n fol

lowed a era h-n. cry-h f 11-nn 

awok in the thin bony hand of an 

emaciated trancvn . wi h fin hinrr 
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<'Y<'" • ~ ('. it "a • h<•r •- ht•r - and U1a 
way in", kn<• •ling fiuur • i . i. 

hi" 
'· \\110 art thou~·· l,rokl• in th• .... hi\'l•r -

itw, ,oit·• of Fl•rn,111do up·>11 hi,, 
n·, ril'._ • •·\\hat ~<• •k ,.._t thou·:·• 

, 'i I •nt • a 11d a '-i"h. 

•·,'pt•ak .. peak! for l11•.1H•11· 
pt•a k ! n·mu, • l hat lwod ! •• 

Barni to ton• do\\ n hi-- hood. 

ake 

F •rnando took a . tq> 1wan•r. ta~
•er •d, hook l-<111\Ul ... i,t•ly. :tlld utll•n·d 

it wild. maddt•1Ji11., . hr l'k 

'·Da ,·id! Da ,·id! )I~ 
•·,'top!" c·rit•<l 

~pt•al ! into tlw 
thou i111id1•l ! 
lwr! ... " 

Ha rnito. ..,t up! doll ·t 
111•,t d1allllll'r. thou-

i11t11 tl11• 111•:-..t e!t ,llll· 

Tht• 11w11 k ._ had I'll t t'l'l'd. Fr11111 t Ii • 
11('\:t t·hamlwr 1·am1• t ht• ~111111d.._ ol -.11p-
1•n-.,-,t cl -.ol1i1i 11!.! :111rl t ht· ou·,1 i1111a I "11 i-. . 
JH'r 1f ''Fatllt'r. Da,·id. my -.111 
Tht• 111011k --tood h<'" ildl'n·d. . \11tl tltt•u 
tlu• grull'. 1-:r11rnl.,· n1i1·1• of B:1rnit11 \\:I'> 
h1•anl -

"J>ut on tl1i 11110d ! - thou :11· ·nr-.1•tl 
dog I ,,.,t th.v f1•llo" inti<l<'l,.. l1i11dt•r tit• 
•:-. ·c·nt ion of ottr )lOl,,· u1i-.,.:io11:• 

Tht>r • wa a 
Haruito· , ui<-t• 
tlt1·1H -

Joli" pa lht• j 

w.1 !tt•ard 
a111l a11a.in 
addn• ~ing 

··Tak<' thi .J '\\ i--h do~O lea1l him to 
th· 11111-.L High J111p1i,..itorial Board!-
1 "ill 1p1il-kl,\ folio\\ . tht• pa 5· 
word'!' 

•·.\rl'ana tn•!t•:-itia·· 
toop·11~. tn•mlili11g. hornh•,l form 

l'llll'l'!!('d from t!11: d.1rk111•-,.., or till' oth r 
room. 11 • wii... quid I~ a111l -.ilt•ntly 
l1uu11d. ~"/.!!.!<'cl a11d led :1\\,1)' · 

* * 
1 '" tCto l :u11id-.t Utt' t lin•atc•11i11.~, 

hi, 1rnl -lw-.m1•a rt•<l. ga ppi 11g in-.t r11111<•11 t,. of 
turtur • u111li111·lwd. 1•n·1 l. i111p11--.i11g. 

I Ji • Ji p-. w1•r • <'0111 pre-. ... t•d: It i-. c·yc 
tla-.lH•1l fin·. 

"Ht•111m· •tit• ltc od ~-, 
'I Ii • li!.!11n• nw,·l'd not. 
"H1•rn11\1' tltat lt110-J!' 
Th" iorm "'' inc•tl 1111\. 

''T<·ar do,,11 tltat lwod! .. -.Jtn .. h•cl the 
fon•mo..:t of l ht• t rilJ1111al. ri ... in" an<l 
ll"('llll,rng witlt r:l!!('. 

Tlw h:111t1 11f tilt' tod11n•r ton• down 
t lte 11011 l. 

gt>forc> th lll ... to11ll Harnilo .... 

·~ 

Letter of Commendation 
))1•ar Ed1tm,.,: 

Th' na111 • of our , It•\\ i-.l1 mart,, r i-. a 
, ) mhnl ot u11,-.l•lli,h d",11tio11 anti . t•lf-
:11·rili<-c•. Yd 110 ~n•at\·r n \'t•n·m·t• 1:1mld 

lH paid lo }tj.., lite• 111:111 th· dt•dh·ati 11 
of tlll' ltt•:nt ... :tlld 0111-. of l-.r:1t·l'-. ) 011th 
t,, tlt1• 1·,111--1• lw l1•lt tu t!tt• ri-.i11~ g 'Ill'!':\· 
t ion for c·nm pie t iP11. 

Yo11r llH'lll l11•r-. l1a, 1• 1•1111tl.1 t <· I tl11• 
11a111 • tlt\'Y di-.pl.1.v on tln•ir h,11111 •r, h) 
y1•ar. of um·<'a in!! toil fur th •ir }ll'oplt•. 
Tl•ey an• tit' lir-.t 1(•1·1·1tit in 1!11• arm.\ 
of J..,rn,-1'-. .' 011tl1. Tit<•.,· ha,· • ta1wht tl1 

ho-,t • of Zion th:tt tlw l111p(' of r •dt• mp
tion lit• ,dtl1 tl11• ti i11g- g•n<•ration. 

But th, ta,k i-. till 11111ini !:' l. 

Tltou!.!h from all -.id1· 0111· Jt•\\'i,-,Jt youth 
n",pondi11g to -d,ly tD th• l'all for Zion , 

011r i111n1,•di:ttP t,t-.k i 011, of tr,linin,., 
a lt(l di...1 iplin :11<_!. J rat•!' t·ttr,p d11rin~ 
all of it-. pa-.t ha~ lit'l'll di-.1111i1,,. illll'rn:tl 

t ritt•. 

It lllll t he• i111ll'lil1ly ta111p1·d 011 our 
111i11d-.; tltat if we n1111ot lal,or lta111l in 
hand. id<• by idP. 1111it1•,I. c-0111pro111i ·iw, 
lur ltar1111111_v, lrnr_vin!! all Jl"''llll:tl uril•\'• 
:t1H·1•-.. "':t<·riti<-ing our pd id1•;1 for tlt 
"-.tkt• ot 111•a11• and ;1111111 \\ill: if )nun,-. 
.fudai-.111 tail in lt.-r a l<'mp for tru • 
,Tt•\\ i-.lt hrot lt<•rhrn,d. tl11·11 Th<•111l11r 111-rzt 
11:1-, li\t•tl in Yai11. 

D.\\"JD . UI -1,:EBEn :. 
, 1•t'y Yo1111:; -lucla '· 




