
 
Abba Hillel Silver Collection Digitization Project 
Featuring collections from the Western Reserve Historical Society and 

The Jacob Rader Marcus Center of the American Jewish Archives 

 
 
  

Western Reserve Historical Society                 American Jewish Archives 
10825 East Boulevard, Cleveland, Ohio 44106 3101 Clifton Avenue, Cincinnati, Ohio 45220 
(216) 721-5722                                                 (513) 487-3000 
wrhs.org                                                         AmericanJewishArchives.org 

 
MS-4787: Abba Hillel Silver Papers, 1902-1989. 

Series V: Writings, 1909-1963, undated. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Reel     Box         Folder  
         171           62            15 
 
 

Dreams and visions, 1915. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



. , 
f • 

T ..., 1 ... ... L 

June 12, 1 

B I B ... IL J 

/R 



• • 

e 

n t 

to 

e s.:.1 

t!'1.ro 1 n 

in th C n 

J - bLooa~ 

n 

n 

.. e 

c ... 

t 1 

e ' .., 

its 0 aer 

mens 

:.L • ., 

1.ll g 

t' • n t - l :.:•~ 1' 

in. en, 

0 y e VO 

e 

t 

e. 

........... J.J• JU 

bb .n.:l e :, • 

- t in 0 .e 

O1,e. e no .Lon 

0 .A. re i 

OI tn .l: ti.JI.It 
. 

:; .. e ol i 

nge -t· p 

n 

tn 

71 i e~ 

0 
. ilit· ..,~ 

'Yo r la. ! en S1lli :!. a re· 
(IoJ! ~ I ) 
j\ ge 1 

t 0 

n 0 

or·e • 

o. 

0 o- or 0 

Cl 

.;----are· .. d 

e . l t i n ---- i ·io • o 

oe .:.n _ .. e on. 

e..L i cone-

r i ions e tr . 
• ·or tne 

is .. ei • 1 t .. e, o ... _ tn i 

oraid a : 1 se. It :v ... i=n t~ • t J' a· ism, 0hristi ni 

~ dar • sm 

elle u·e o e of inhe ent tr 

rel' ion 0 

m 0 n ·rs" 

• ion .J tt l -

o-

• It t 

t evo 1 i 

• i ._,t an.., , 

• 



. . 
l • - -

eceaentv tr . -. 
..i.u1 ns . •

1he +. romp\; 1ilotJ 0 .L• the .:.n ~t 

spi it o: rn n is t e ol rbi~ 0 r ~ 1:· e c -.;.; 

t·on di ion, he st, is o. he tyrant o:· t .;.; t -

ure . elig -no ht .:. s no 0)1 e evo Vi! .... e':t -
... ~ d'n n ..,nl:-- et . inin6 . It 1 $ v .. o. ·e c· .. in the ... 

n·~rrow mo OJ or ogm· : •vit .. t·.e re.Jult that c t· cism 

ives way to s ani wO creea..-::i, .eL igio S 

·vy . .r:eli • 

the en a:-g 0 ni 1g, tl...e L d t.1e ·.viaen::.ng of lite 

be o. e ll e . .,.. 
0 1,., 1 I i ;l e t enc se 

na C ·r • ·c•i"'~ ..... • ... .,~. J_ .1.'he s, eme .... "'.lnct • o. o:::· eli • now 

be o. +-. ..ne 0 ·i ··cu :on 0- he ·st, the or .i o ni- -

.. no. t. e con e n 0 :ne ... ha e. 

J id~ .lo s ... 
v .. e .vr ole 

exp ien"' ~ i~u • .;.; • n· 1 1ire, + 

n e fa vision nich tran ri rea is 

cu.e pro.hes o! the iv:n ·oa. t oed-4 en to he be .. 01 

n o • _ G.i::, V r n 

ir.:. - n,:;·,7 . o ., e s< 1_ 's c ... i ..,y. t he 

a e n ca • ... 'he re c-:.on c• P 1 .., ..., w .:n . heno, 

• ct i. ~8."' 10 Lo7le D s • • .. d I 1 ... i 'tie. 

e c .. a..:.m . .n • t.;:; e. WW ano. not 1 • . s C O ► p\ _1:.. -;J, .t' ... .1 

sized; tn ;)0 ,"k ano. no .. i; p . . wnicn prod.A.c d -t - 'he e . .. ~- ~ &., • 

vit~ .... elig · o s in._:j L. ct 01· t :.e peo le .. ich a. all ti ... es 

tru 1 d ex re .,_ ·e ... .:n n r trt1er om e-
-~ 

c_ ue e in ne rro 

1he en 0 Cl. 
. n Ll on t1 fut e· • :;1 e 

·va5 • + inn- - V .._,J. iJ 4 • 



• - -

_ut lC.Il i t. e ni e un o+-e cy v-

's vi·i t: b. t . is . nolly lodt. I t i a r~e n "' nev~r 

a pe 6 I, • t t t icKe .. ~n t' g 0 of i-s 

liI'e ut •;t.n.:> -- Jl ze.J 1o i1 . on ·o ,=; 0 t -.... .... 

il lo.. e - I ,e 1 
. leu...,t ne .. v 11. rlO .::> 

. nal. le st CI ti (::; mout ccom Y.o a.a. ... ve, it in.au. ~e lo g ->J 

ing 10 11e iaer -f • 1 ... e ..... 

:ind t e l:'- rer r 
' 

::3~ rts it;·el1. 

.ristoteli~nism. hence J· ai . 

o o • o I r en!; 

e e inte r i n • o:t 

t1 ne 

b 

rlexiui it . 

·- t- - ig er level· L, t 

.ttence, -1 ton ♦ zee1 ~ 

cclim tin0 it· 0 

n )irP rel:. io 

ire, m vem 

tio ... I .... 
- L, t 

ir·1e, rational, in cons n-

.., .. it sa j ct.:l 

tha. t t· e i 

to 

,;:r 
0 or 

tC1-

n e. 

It 

on nt 

et t io .. 

Not so verJ 

' 

lon :.1 0 .. e! .i I 1 ... 
11 .... v v ~ 

' 
. C.:>v_:O ·he i ..., • t 

. n no 0 ·ihe : .. o~~ ♦ 

C co T e 

1I __ e :) r""' i C r io l 

n o .:.g • '' .e J ws 1ere p r ie . .- t 

bu t no prophe s ; en s·, st.:c cedcip!e· but no m J~e ~ . 
~~~ 

ini~ i ve r e 1ig:on 'l' 
/ . 

n nv 11 ~ 

.. 



... 

- C ..., 

the 

r 

.:ne 

r ct.:ce 

n e e 

a 

l1 

take r:e e.; .. 

on. 

ne • ... e 

0 .... 

o: 

r 

tion o~ all soi· 1 v 

re eneru ... .:.on. I b. .. 

:o 

• .• J. ole ... n 

..... ii ~ine t 
-... 

that Cc..l s :to t1 e o "'..:.n 

0 0 

• 

I., 

m n 

it i to 

el • t i.1 ... 0 

9. .. c 

• ty of 

ins ir d 

t tooL thA 

I 

e 

• e 

- • L 
........... V ·om .._Ile g :c-

~lt l ana_ ·te g ~o i..., • I I"> 
~ ..., e ~: e. 

C Y'• C er. +-- ~ ~ ... .. e t.. 

:3r d b • ..... 
ti c.:. 2. ... 

e ct J!!l. no. ... {:'I J !:iS 0.1.. w -eK o- er • ,f-
Ir,,.,~ ........ 1"' 

0 ... evela.t:on. t ook . 
virl':l.:·01 m . . .. . ~ 

- ... 11., :. ... 1., 0 

ro .1h y . le . .. . e ze I.I . J. ... 

~ h .. t ui~eu Po
, _,._ 

) 'lOtl ~i··m :..lil:i ~ ".\.,. I, J..;/ " 

mono~.: iJ n..,rein, ... 
.l. 1 . :. .L 

Jua. iS?'!j -; in i n v~ - B nl ·in rr-o l le 

er .. ,.ic 1 t e r -

it . O.i. e ,.. 
e 4 • e· .. u .... 1e ; i 



., 
-n-

.\ • 
0 • 

'h e10 n 0 
... 

C nt 

it a ic· 1 ni.e e -r- ... he 11 .: it ::i r V ~ 

u io 01· ..;. ..... 
.:) :I, 0 

._:ind .: r • 
.,_. i 4.:- J. ~1..~ e i sr u.l. .. 

.. 
0 ·e ~ ·n.:..t. " ... 

V C t,· 

:a.o 
.,. p .... J. 

t . .. e 

o .... l e ,::, non 0 Q ..... 

0 ' d it 0 :..1. 
.. 

""' .. L, 

e 0 e· • j .. 
.. . 0 .., -- ' 

l l 

el .... i. :_ V i ◄• 0 d-

i ~!n e 1 .I. 
... 
" n '"I nac-=o 

enem . l 
. o· 

'-/ 11ld be n - 0 ' 
' 

,;;, 

. n e 

.-t· - -:1 J 

. . /0 
'-' - . 

~n. 

n o· I tu'"' be..i.O 1 
• ..I. 

not 0 0 en . .0 V ion • t our 

1 e re 0 t 

0 nt O' 

n. 1· e 

tu t . t ... 



.A 

• .1 .. 

..1 - .1. 

0·1 

:.i. l -

ii:)m iLicn sLa.l b 

he 4 r ien o: ., 
I ...... 

. :nd Ol -+- ~, • , ... ( r .... .:) 

" 

0 

'le 
... . 1 

' 
.;.J 

. L . 
I "' .. .., 

/I ... i ~ q 

, .... 

,... .... 

.J.::, l 

i. -:>t ... t;, tion 

.. . ,:.. • ....... 

,er·t • ae otio a.no. 

!.ic ge 

. > :.o. 

•1..,., iii 

'1 - ..., . 

n 1 , 

., 
··or :th.1 

fir 1ich 0 

.I.. 

...."! 1..., 

1 ., 

t1 s 0 

j 

I I 

1 e 

the 

... imp., :...C'i. b e ! " . 
• 

0 ~i.;-, .. u . ...,_e 

" o:is.t 

l d.J ., a c. 

.- 1 fl llD. 0 

. 
' . 1 . • ... 

. ,. • • ' I l._,, " " 

. • 

1 , .... 

; \ 

0 .:.n O'.l. 1 

a..:. !?le .; ...... 

V i ·m---- I 

.... 

J .... .. 

... J 

.. J ' 
) . / 

0 t 

• 

i L 

1u~u.n mina. ; Jud-

o .. ~l 

0 11 

-,:. - 0 

" 

~" ... ") l • " 
.... .... 

"l ,,,, .., . 

- " " .J.. 

... . r .., ..) 

n ? !t 

I 

t 

J. 

~ re 1.i.:, 

cJ 
') ... 

J . ~ J ... 

' ) " , t .) 

u .... i \,ii . . l .,_. i . 

t mi 

ix + ill r I,; 

.... ro . 



DR• 15 --- '1S IO. S 

Vale<lictor./ addres , 
lnion Joll g, un 

e worships at t e shrine of emory, Vo h in th t mple of lop. , e, 

o lon~er ahle to respond to th ince sant d nands of activ life, retr ats into the 

~ilent corri ors of the past, wad rin~ leisurelv hro gh them, r viewin~ t e old 

faro· 1 iar in~ and touchin~ the scented in° rti s of lon~-depart ut. 

full-hloode an,➔ hi~h-mett-Je _10uth, c arge ~1 ith X 

a hiti n, heats im atientlv u on he ~ates th t lar 

K hope and ri 11 d with 

e way to h promises of to 
.._/' 

o row an welcome. t e new da, with its s ru.'t les and its ta ks and its "Onderful 

poss i hi 1 it ies. " our old men shall dream drea n , vour youn~ m n . ha 11 s e vis i n~•·. 

,e has dreams - drca of the a 1s that wer. ·outh has visions - visi ns of the 

lays to come. 

All 0 reat religions egi with a visio. That, in tru h, is heir mom nt 

of revelatio and con ecra ion. Then, indeed, 11 r ligion are true; or the holy 

fervor which is theirs pUY- e them of a that i sordid an false. It is then th 

Judaism, Chri ti3nit_, nuddhism or Islam sweep throuoh the t"·orld propelled y tl'le 

p er of inherent truth. tt i. th1~n that all re]iCt'ons are creative, apostolic and 
) 

revolutio ary. P.ut time soon darn ens the first flu h of nt usiasm. eli:,ion settles 

into ;ell- fine groves; institutional precedents and tr.aditi~ns. 1nd pro,pting. of 

the innat~ spirit of man ar no longer he sole arhiter of fu ur action. Tradition, 

t e past, i~ now t 1 e tyr n o the fut re. ell io s thou~ ti no ono r volv ng, 

self-expandin~ and elf-determ ninf. It must no,,1 1e ca t in th narrow molds of do ma; 

~it the r su t that catholicism ?.iv -~ way to sectaria ism, irl ~ls to creed~, re igious 

ervor to tilted pi ty. "!")el ioi n, whic'1 me. 

en the wi·lenin~ of ,fe, _ 01m~s untru 

e. sent ia 1 J y th n arq nin~, the d ep• ._,,, 
o it lf in ,d a r'n to nclo e, 

con in an circus cri e lie. Th su reme u c in of s ttled re 1 i 0 ion become the 

lo ification of the pat, th wo 

th t w re. 

p of hi tory, and the con ervation of the t in 



• 
tn h da n of it- nation~} lif , Ju,ai~ au~ht a p i. of a • n erful 

ri s i n w i cl its w ol in~. A p opl of tr d sm n and , r ,smen 

came prop t of t e li in~ rod. Oh die t to th ckonin of it vi ion, sr e 

iscover n " re lms for the human spirit, n w world!=. fo • 

he .:iftcrma oon CR. r action .et in. Phenom nal 

spiritual lag 0r and fatigue. ge w s clalmin~ its due. 

's ac i i ty. ut 

\.:cs f ollo :7ed by 
not 

La, andAlif wa. apot ,co-

ized; 
" ' 

dnd not the spir· t 1i ch prn LlC :d it. Th vi tcil r l ig io s s i t o f 

Lh• p opl 1 hich al all tlmes strug(;led to expr.s its lf inn w rand tr.e ferns 

strai t-lac d in t, narrm~ corf in s of h rmene tic aws. Th pa t --a. n-

croac 1n~ upon the Eutur~; the dr~arn Wes stifling the vision. 

h i. the uniq 1 ne. and potenc: of Isr, l's i ion that it is n v Jr who 1 

.t . It is ape petual 1 t~at lick rs in he vat lorn of , 1 if ut c•er 

anl anon haze forth in ond ot s l·ri htn . , n , its w r ld. ra -1 i~ 

ast rioina, ea~t crea i,, m st acco 111 A 

i ld of spirit, t i 1 n t "pu-- r air, a ~erts 'ts f. licnc., a 

sm t te 'nto he .rHme ork of r·sto liani • 

en ea Jurai. ac~li atina itqelf to t~e ~n· school of pre. nt_d, r alism and 

i ec1lis . • 'T' ese aried inte tretation are th ma 'fes atiot of the vi ta l impu J _ c 

of At in . i ec re 1 i ~ion Tu 11 o to lihPr ') ·t l, er vin~ for life:, mov en, 

Ju.-Jal f"1tlst li,• a cl unct i n. It must, tr.er for., al 1 ys ,c fr sl, 

, i r i e, r < ti ona 1, in w1th the t i ~ ~st truths of th. ag • Juda sm c l 

truth fro all fie ds t i t .. uh j c ts th em a J 1 to i t 5 v, n i n c r • 

pretation. It com ines th m to the gr ·t • ~lory of all co pan nt 1 arl. 

lt l inde <l, in his \.:ork o int . p t tion .. . at th tru ori italit.,' ,f , 
:: 

J1d ism l i . . . ot 50 long ago the pr in nc of I rc1 l ' re 1giou niu wa call d 

in o que. tion. he n1bl , it as c a m·d, was an cho of . ah , lonia. h f\!OSc i C 

a a r i e cor 0 th ., old-r ura >i ~ Th r stival of I 1 

anaani i h in ripin. Th Jew •Cr p i sts ttt not prophe . enthu iastic , 

Lc'p s ut. not n a ters h mor critical u of primi ti re i~ion , how .v r> 
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l 

soon convince.d men that original it, in ·cliP,i us thou 0 ht 1 ies not in th Yud 

natter. of laws or u~toT11s or estivals. Thes • ar th un on .i us er a ions of all 

p pl , t ~ sp ntnn ou~ L p • ~ion of soc'al c ivi y. Tru ori in,lity c nsi ts 

in th conscious reinteYpr t tions of hahitual prectic .s, int 1e reevaluation 

0 all s cial p · tices with an ye to humnn re~ nerat inn. It i C: 0 t E• t C n a cl y 

and mol it into a f OT'!l"l of ,;.;ort and h aut • • - , it i. to take h e ·pr ssinnl sc:: l lock 

0 ar.hle and cl i "e it into a • tat, 1e lo , i nP orth a ; ·i nE"s trut . i i 0 tal· ~ , 

scHttered "'-'Or<ls and t,ou~ht an, eld t em into the olorv of a 1 •r i C; it- is to ta1' 

.1 e cror s c1nd ~trik C into a ec1 ,en v harmon ., t cl t CE!lls for the ori~ina ity o f 

t ,_ creator, he rision f"'f t e poe , the fervor o he inspired one. Judai m ound 

att"r and ua, . it form. It too t e sup rstiti so primitiv man an 1 ransfo n d 

the"Tl. t t•1 e the ... ahbatl- fro taboo into a hol d;1y com mora in th covenant 

hich exi t let er. ~o<l and an. It ave to th , tur festivals significance l y 

in·e tin them · it h an e th i c -h1. tori al C a AC t 1 r, ted the .... st iva l of n-i 

le·vened read hy making it a estival of fre .do nd t l ,. ea t of . I s by ma in~ it 

~ ~ a fegtival of evelvt ion. I took ivim t on and transform d it into prophecy. It 

sized upon the soul of sacrific and celled it prayer. It rai d po yth ism 

to henutl e ~m, and henot i...m to n noth ism. H r in, 
form : ""' 

de.ism: in its bein an ever-evolvin~ mora'l\principl 

hen, i. the or i~i na 1 i ty of Ju­

' , and ternal alch my ty ~hich all 

th rer i ies an sincerities of lif are tran formed f 0r th weal of the social ord r. 

Tht for movern nt of t e last 
~ ., 

c _,ntur . , in it r,dical rein i:-rrertat on of th 

pa ... t, in its r~eva luf• ion of a 11 traditi0nal value~, and in its aptat·on to th 
,/1 

man<ls of R n 1 if e, ~a another inspiring proof of th ori nality and the creativ 

genlu • of ·srael. 

f e people, ha 

It p-rov .d, moreo,, , l}. t th 

the perpetual i ,ht CO'l r 

rea had not yet cru he the vision 

'e 
in forth in plen or and hri JiRnc~ 

If t e r.eath of ne 1 ideas hut strike ·t. The princi l of refo is the si e qua non 

0 Ju<lai~ • p oJ?ress) and he who dcm • es it i ionorant o he true 

nc o his aith. av ,ore: \..'ho nan a, such a. our , n a, • of "in~pir~tion 

imp L 'D of lnten e !ntell tual activity, of critic~l r. rch an unpar lle d 



,_ 

indi i u al i m would i C"'arc r t t irit 0 iu ci i m in C four elL o: t 'l past 

is n uncosci <:; en of his fait a d 0 ti nity. 

1 nf ortu 1a e, in eed, wou th Jo of s 0 l ,rPn € 1 t acr . 
or iv i l P-e of !no rahhis in Is n l, -l re our f t u . :-1 ut ion o th 

pa th uard • ns , ip o t e la I "'. r to h r chnn s t ro 1 ·h ich th ra i -
, , 

inn 0 t l ·,a. t ~nul 10 7. ~uch a tas lonos 0 0 iho AV r -a nd not 

to , Un": m n who se vision . ut ours is e lessed lot and rar op rtunJtJ, of 

functi. nin 1 as act i • ao nts in a r ativ Juda'~ 1, of re~ormin , v loping an 

nrichin~ ur eritcg. •e .nt r our ne Jives in pi red b/ t at sam ,b;l n • ich 1 d 

our f r f atl ers out o the is t of hi stor/, th rouP.h tht: · i, tr ch s of piri ual 

i nee nto th mountain l ight of 1 a hie• e \ 1 ish tr c to 

·his vL io of lit" ,1 rs by <l dicating ors lves to Jdunism ~hi h s1 11 v r cho 

th hig st id al of th~ h1 an soul, th oft i . t trut f th human l d; a J,dai m 

h'ch sh, 1 e the implacahl fo of all r ,ctl , } e riencl of all progr s , .. 




