
 
Abba Hillel Silver Collection Digitization Project 
Featuring collections from the Western Reserve Historical Society and 

The Jacob Rader Marcus Center of the American Jewish Archives 

 
 
  

Western Reserve Historical Society                 American Jewish Archives 
10825 East Boulevard, Cleveland, Ohio 44106 3101 Clifton Avenue, Cincinnati, Ohio 45220 
(216) 721-5722                                                 (513) 487-3000 
wrhs.org                                                         AmericanJewishArchives.org 

 
MS-4787: Abba Hillel Silver Papers, 1902-1989. 

Series V: Writings, 1909-1963, undated. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Reel     Box         Folder  
         171           62            16 
 
 

The Panama Canal, circa 1915. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



I 

I U • 

The gre, est feat of one; . neeri since t e d n of modern ~c.J.ence 

i nea i cc. letjon . r e an ma c anal is t la t co. i a rea ity ~ l 

a fact . J.O.t 
,., iP tl le, t e ure ells cf hose soul ve ot a ret ..... e,....,. 

bee J\, . , 
b 10 turbid cv rrent .. , of d t cy .. ic: om, thE>t t I .1.Cd m 1" u a C ., 

not experience t .e ift c..nd t1 e thrill of ,. .. 1 r emo ion ~•hen 1e li!:!tons to 

his ~tirrin e ic f ao ir: tion and chieven: r·t . or he "! o eve.l -

ateG 1 s acts not h ir phJsical """ ifestc,,.tions lone ut b t' o e 

le"'G cclf-oviden houe.. vastl ore si ,nificar.t s iri 1 fcrces t .. e.t • n-

s ire J. em, ·see'"' in tl e ... a1ama Canul , .. ore t.L .. al ... a mere ct.a o:, or 

of ... tea ... a d teel . t ic .. ct a roa entary .. an 1 s br ·n a.rid e-

c~a .ic~l inJenu·ty al ne . It is at1 r anotler i1·ing i 0 tance cf the 

.el of i .. nate .. oten ial­

ril.s of etdeavor and of 

fullnes r • c .. 1ess o an • c, i e , of t . dee 

ities • ithin him as yet~ eel a. e ., 

t es irit of n II 
r....,er i c 0 

er levels "nd rider v·s10 ~ . e ... a a.a J 1 i 0 a trim of an's •ill 

o er the 1·ute fo ce~ of 1 att re . It i a victor fo t 1c e ... c able en-

t ... usiu.F!I. , tr e vlide- s !ee 1}in0 ambit· ons , the indc.,n i table co a e o.nd t e un­

d 1in~ fait o humanity . 

) 

Of w a f .... r - reaching i porto.nce t is colossal 10 :e cf our a e 1ill be 

be, 1 at inf' ue1 ce it ill e ... ert u on the commercial ,., d i1 tel ec 1\.41 rrorld 

cf the f~ture c~n now be but faintl inferred . • io r;1·cat high'.vay of c n-

,e·cc t ou 1 • ... ich tl ere o all stream unchec{ed the t ade of the ole 

vorl ma, in , b0co et e b d channel t.rouuh l "ch th~ cult·r and 

ci rilizat · on of ~uro e and cri ca • i 11 f lo : into and . ingle •,it' tbe dor-

n:ant c·vilization ft e far 1'n.st 2.1d ill in pire it rith ne1 l'fe and 

activit •. It ma· serve as owerful lin{ to d ,...," ., 
... (.A • i ... to closer relatio sip 

the J oples oft e ~st and the peo le"' of the est a1d b ea soft i 

close r 1 tio 1shi better u der. ta di me. 

.. 
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to c_ouds of va e d unwarra1ted dist ust t .. at lover t.r teni1 1 n 

he in .erna ional orizon may be di .. :-:ier e an that lurl ir:_ s pici n nd 

feal ,' ich fin , 0xprc~sio1: in the bloated o t:. ys for aria ent t at a e 

drivi the :o 1J. eadlo into b'"' kr ... cy and evolutio .. a, e di. olled . 

"'"he ... t ... cificists of le .:oPld, t 

'.''hi'"' )ered in t 1e ear'' , thove ,en of vi '"'i o 

c-e chosen fe of 1.,. 
11 0 o S / l; ... .i a 

i~ nd the cla...,hin • of n t • o 1 and .a e cau ht ... str"'in "" tl e di vin r a -

mony of. is unive~ e, ho efull lcoked ~ on t_.e ~u1e.r:1a Ctn 1 £. , o,crful .. 
factor int e realizat·on oft.en hle"t ideal of our centuru- e ce . 

... nd et some of us, incited by ,ild and ra nrart jincoism and fo1 

certain ine.:pli cal le re ,.._son t rrif i ed into blind p triotism, ~cc ush-

ed t. is otentiel po er fer ood in it, and 1nder t .e cover oft e oft- 1ro-

cl ir.ed ard lo v- cxploded thecry cf 
11 11 armed- eace 

.~ ich mi h have een . av d fo ... t .e fr c " ... 

s ame an<J t½e moclcvrJ of ur ci i ia t: o 

'.., f 1 ::.-,tified t e _ nar. C 2 • 

ut 

ave br ded t ·s sot, 

n us~ice , \t"th the 

~ at he 0rtification oft Pc. na na Can· 1as a clitical bli_der, 

211 economic ,aste 8.L a more;; 1 vro 
' 

re loat1e to acknovle e. ut 0 

.. e ld l ( given its v rdict in no uncert· inter ,s . 

cL.an e f attitude on the p r of tlie re,..,t .uuropet overs to ar s .as 

... et in . ,e ourselves 2 e be..Jinning to ex1erience tle re_,1·et that inevit bl, 

follows the 1ilful e~lect of a rec..t o rt nity . 

. ~ o p rt'-u iiJ •·....._..3 offered to us to es ablio 

t e ,rc..n u2.rd of the L eat movem .nt fol' u Jiversal e cc . ~ith 3ince ity in 

deed ..,.. .1ell a n c_ee , h muc of tha bu.n1.;;i'ul .... us iicio vl1 diot1· st 

:1hich nat·ons uuuol .y entert in could· e not have a· red ! he po 'erful 

nations oft e orld :ould "Ve been uick to l'ealize the rave moral re-

s onsibill y hat ·a im o ed :>on t e 1 b uch an u ccedented ,c of fai ,h 

and tru t . l e ·ould ave "'e on ~ed ·1i t u uc if ot ·th reate en-
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t usia m. Curs the privile e of er cting ar..other pillar i t e C"acred 

le of 'Iuman r>othe1" 100 . u"L v. e a ot fed t 1 le.LP of our ziational 

atri ti m with t e il cf ureater idealinm so that 11en the b ideu1· o . of 

op ort nity ca e ~c d1"d not f tl t o or 1 o .. eet 1i .. . e 

~io :~ and on les fear~ over 01ered our ctt~r jud 

CCU •. ed to 

nt . 

Cur ct.liberate dioregard or t ~e rl ciple~ cf national 

ethics , ho ever , did not stop here . o co er t ~ ex ens of ai .tui ing 

the ~nana Canel 1e deter.ined on a toll o be aid y all~ .is that 

nay , in the future , use it ; but i. defir ce cf a 1 international a .enlties 

nd in violc io of treaty obli~~ti ns e exen ted or coas ,wise t_i Ji1• 

fro t e nt of thes tol s . . e iere a party to tl o• s - ') C. u cefote 

reat·f o 1 1, vhic e.. re sl rohibit~ -~c _a. easur, b y ens o 

a liber!:11 indul ence n q~ib"ling a casuistrJ , re c cceeded in inter·-

preting the t xt of the t suit • I. • ' 1, U .. ., 0 e 8 ' .. V f. 1. J..j n din.£ , \ 

invol{ir 5er end rcnent env f ~ hole 

·,orld . 

re ·ct nt ·1s0 , voici ~ t e caner opinion oft c merica eople , 

has asked Cor: ess to repeal t:1e exer.-: tion clau::c in th P .a .a Bill . It 

is not the hc...d inanc.i.al policy of q c an, ct that forms the keynote of 

r . 'ilson ' s ap eo.l , althou h Col . Goet1als as test·1ied efor .. C •<: e~ 

that t, e canal • ·ould ot a r for its elf if he . .) . s 1 ;ere exe pted 

fro1n ayin the tol s , c1nd t1ai this rould n.,c ssitate either· :111 incrAase 

in tho toll rte or an ann·~l su sidy of m·11·ons of ollar.:.i 01 .e rt 

of the ... er· can people . ilson ur ·e. a far ore si nific nt eason 

r t e re eal of thi ..... cl·u To qu te 1 i 0 "L .ord . . . 
II I aslr t .. of i port of 1.1he of t dmi i 

. 
. - OU ,...ll e s -

t aiion . I ...hall .L 
l{ C ~ ho to u· 1 'Vi t l ct l 3r ....... atters Of even 

eater d~licac an rea r c nse ence o o ot "'ant it to 

. e in un r-udgi ry 
II ,. sure . 
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.e riolation o; he lays - Tau_ cefotc rreaty Yill inevitably ew-

barrasc our forei~:i c_ icy . roof.:; of this asc•ertion are alJ.O[.,..C.. • fcrthcom-., 

in . .e refusal of u eat ~r·L2·r ad c monJ to partici ate n t e e ai a 

.. r cifi c .. po i tion c-- be e:: lained on no ther ·rou d but c 1 t t of re-

tali--tio . 1i.t !=:O 0 more cri1.1lcal o.1.e11L t is tti ... ido 1j"' t ansum0 fa 

1 re forr--idable ro Ol'tio11s . 

G ea Pitain is entirely ·ustified in t e l di ,nati.cL hich .. 1e 

J.l e di tor 'J.c, t e :, ::-nde o dent 11 su. s urJ quite ad u tely 

J, e atti ude of G ,.., 
CA ritain tow rd t1e 'nited ~tates heretofore : 

11 Gre t .uritain relinouished her equal right under t, e Clayton­
f3vtw--e-v 
e ==±•i. 1+, re".\ y to control c. r1J Isthmian Canal. 

IIG + rreav ritain ~llowed the . ys- Pau .cefote ..,eaty as riginally 

ur0 ..... upon to e mo ~ified ao . to er' it ,... J,c fvr•tif r t e Canul 'one . 

"G eat ......... i tain SU 

fl."lc.o. 
..., -- ..... ' a.1.' r .. ou:;l 

II Great 

interest:: th re 

e ne d 

ritain .a 

II a ::-. ,.rea . 

peace c ~e los~ of Colo .bi~n oil 

0·1 dly . 

iv , s fr L, and in . ~.. i co l .._ l c, u...., h ~ r 

... nd et , ·hen 11 lan a;..;kcd ~ to :.ic 1i t tJ. ::. .... qu st ion of toll ... to 

3r itration kno inu full 1ell tna o ':1.Y unb tr i b nal v o d ecide 

lace of actin in a ~pirit of 

uraceful condescens·o~ in accordance. ith o·r t uditional ide .ls of • 1stice 

Q.nd equi y , in la.cc of c...; i.nin for c r country t e esteGI.1 and ad ... iratic n 

of the wl ole world by an ,. ct wn· c 1~ould have attested to ur· co .. , ro .isi n 

devotjon vO i.'.:.1J.c· Jles evcn , at tne cost of per onc.l loss , we hid. this talent 

of o ortunity de-- :r the dirt of avarice and .c~ceit , too d"strustful o 

man o lace i o 1 the r arket of 1u .... 

no or uni . as no•: be n offered us t vin ica·.e our 11a.1.e an to 

re c€m ourselves ~nd ,·thal to help the cau f intern ona_ eace . or 

o ~ettl. t e toll roblem jt tlJ an ~ ica 1 old b a tremendous ~i 
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t .L rest f It JO 
- ioi tho t '"'tate. tl 

or lJ 1 cace . V 

C 

Brita.i i . ond:J fr ,rdshi ... ... trcr. er .I- .... an .l P. r :rd ,v. I':\ 
l, . ~ .. • 

,0 d sorv ..... as o.n 'ir tion tc t, or eo le .... (, c-oev i ,...t1ce '"' e u 

1·cy, tr a ~ c •• ce ,'r"\r . 

d • + 
iC! 0 er d t 0 de • .I- I e ust a e ~11 t r C 

' 
1 I • 

siderat· 0 J 
i n a:l- e i anc.1 C l'"'s t u e-- ..., .. 

i ;;J ·.o f r ca_ ... 1 

1ri , da of u. (' . er' i f i d i o· 

r,c i. n a ... 0 C t e C, res ol of + .at Lori C r D. a ti 1 
> • ., 

drc an 1 
. ol 0 ( ;_ rea i z ':: eat i e :1: e ".'\ 

II t e 1all eir ,0-
,., into C r'B eir 

it (; r r iv .., 0 t. C a t or 
' 

II 

a 1 t 1 r ' 

C led· 
' 

a, s 1 e 

trle i - L ' c ... • C 0 0 i 
'-' , • 

... e ven i e r , t e a e r· 
J. 

• 

J. j, e in 
' 

rt a e t ec ... le of ... A ' t e 

.. eu le oce land . 
8 0 .I:' of ,. a ' 

0 1 C r of r a tred . ri i fort n , ; d a 

nobler + C 0 cod Jo lr c orate id ala rld , .. et i k 
u 

t a ... ""oc C" ,...e t ·ore i ace 0 re_ are .l ·,a ... ., \J 

efc e • + r, 0 .A. C., co f 
v ' 

a ,.. r e r " oth r .., 
' 

8 le c: .1. ld- 0 i i u 0 ode e Dl Ci io oice 

tl1ro t 1 t. t"J.( ..... s f 
.e ,, 

r 1 e ' rel a ·reat + is a.rice .... 
' .. 

d a~ v~ i. 
11 

a. or: u .... ar. ,0 

e 1. 
.l. C 1 C 

J n il. f 0 e il nr V ~ . 

t· ... r OU n r.,cord~ of ~ i 
II t + at f 

.. le v o ·e L, l'-

f ivi ve t .I- ic 
II t 11 d 

'3 e C' 0 
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1 f • st·ce .., 

e orld d 

e 

t t 

t i 

t J. • 
JS ul' .O 

t 

COl ~ct. 

'-' 

a i • • + 
J. C 

a ~a 

t 

e 

ood . 

o .. r ' i 

l 
.L 

c ealiz 1 

r 

l i .. .., 

i,.,, ca li ~, e l l 

rld 

8 0 .. i C__,, 

1 C l 

1: ac 0 

Ou for a t 0 e l tco 

f2 i"'" r 

1 - ... ..., 
J cf 

.ive 

cal c 

J. 

e ea. cal e 

00 

fit 

t ' .eric 1 , .. 

l ce ... 
Cl'Ceo • ill als i "'"ri 

• ; "Y'i t l C .. r .. r, .... 1 • t t r .. ·c C' 

1 e c..,. - r .c:-or e C 11 :1 

-- ~y ~ r ~. 
~ ·~ri...-t,°'"+;~ ~ ~ 

·vi 

C 

0 t 

no;, 

,... r e 

1 

. c;._ 

.,.el 

C 

i 

1 C i e 




