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Cincinnati, April 23, 1915. 

To the President and Faculty of the Hebrew Union College: 
Gentlemen: 

1 . Abba Hillel Silver's thesis, 11A Study of Di vinntion 

in ncient Israel,n is a very praiseworthy piece of work. Mr. 

Silver has made a diligent and intelligent study of the liter­

ature on the subject, and shows himself thoroughly conversant 

with the method of scientific researah. His presentation of 

the subject is both lucid and systematic. 

In the course of the work there are a number of state­

ments which call for criticism. 

For example, Mr. Silver finds reference to divination 

and the practice of divination where there is absolutely no 

trace of it, as in the test to which Gideon submits his warri­

ors (Judg.7:4-7), in the sign for which he asks in confirmation 

of his mission, (16.6:~-40 , t1r ona~han' de &~ 

ing David of Saul's hostility (Isa. 20: 18ff. ), in os.6:9 and 

in 4:5--in the latter case he offers the impossible emendation 

of for ' . (see pp. 12,24,28,34f 47) His con-

clusions in this respect are no doubt due to some extent to the 

influence of some of his authorities, particularl¥ of Jastrow, 

who, e. g. , infers from ISa. 9: 25f. --a text which is perfectly 

plain in the reading of the LX.X:--"that the specific kind of 

divination practised by ,;)amuel was probably astrolo y1r (p.54). 

The story of Nu.16 of the destruction of Torah's parti­

sans by fire is not a case of ordeal (p.30). 

The Talmudic phrase T( J cannot possibly be 

taken as a proof that "the 1 ;r,r n or the , ' \!I was repre­

sented in the form of a dove" (p.16). The phrase has its origin 

in the corresponding Biblical ~igure of Deut.32:11, Ru.2:12, 
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Ps.17 :8, 91:4, and other passages. Neither does ' , b , 

permit the inference that ''the dove is the omen bird of Israel" 

(p .17). As in the case of 85a etc ) ,its 

explanation is to found in the allegorical interpretation of 

the song of Songs. 

There is no proof that ' the narrator of Gen.31 supposes 

that the Teraphim were i1ages of Yahweh, " rather the opposite 

seems to be tbe case; nor does Hosea (3:4-5 ) identi f y them ith 

Yahwen (p.37). 

The distincti ons which £r. Silver tries to establish be­

been ' .':l. J , and wherein he likewise depends unduly 

on Jastrow, have no basis in the sources. He has failed to see 

that in Is. 30:10 Isaiah uses the terms r1 1 \ t ~ , • of prophets 

of his own type, and llicah in scoring the official prophets 

of his day, his antagonists, (3; 5 -7 )not only speaks of them 

as 

Isa.22:5 

n & but also as 

spoken of as 

t I , that G d is 

, and that no inference 

whatever can be dra n from the chronicler's use of the terms, 

.JI 

In conclusion I wish to restate that the iti 

made in no wise reflects on the value of lr. Silver's thesis 

as a wbole. His thesis not only comples fully with the require­

ments of a graduation thesis, it is fa . above the average. 

I, therefore, recommend the same heartily for your 

acceptance. 

AL. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Moses Buttenwieser,Referee. 

Julian Uorgenstern,Co-referee. 
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DIVI ATION I ANCIENT ISRAEL. ----------

Introduction. 

1. General Terms ror Divination. 

II. I"'inds or Divination. 

III. Places pf Divination. 

IV. Agents or Divination. 

v. Prophetic Y hwism vs. Divination. 
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INTI ODUCTION. 

Definition. It is proba.ble that divination. like m r.rio• 

originally paaaed th~ough non-reli iouo stage. On the 

principle of nympathetic magic, it inter1..,roted omenr; no~ as 

messages from superior power~, but us causalities in them-

selves. "Originally; says ... r. Jacobi, "divination ( Indian) 

seems to have been practiced chiefly w1th the intention of 

obviating the evil consequences of omens and portents''. (!Io.ut-

1ng1 s 1 nc. Rel. & Eth. IY:•P• 799, cf 11 Encyclopod1a Biblica" a1•ticle 

" .:agic"). But v.o e.re not so much concerned with the orig n of 

this pnoudo-ncience. ~ie uish to study it as . phase of the re-

ligious life of a. people. 

'.'Tc may :then accept Lr. ··ose•s definition of ivina-

tion as th~ moot comprehensive of all• Divination is "the en-

doavor to obtain information nbout things fut1...u,c or otherwise 

removed from ordinary option, by con-..nlting informants others 

than humnn. n (Ila.sting' s .1r. Toy's definition 

of divinat on as "the ncionce tho.t soc :n to discover tho will of 

the supcrnnturnl Po1crs by mcnns of the ob~ervation of phenomena". 

(Introduction to the Listory of oliglons, p.40G) is somewhat 1 -

perfect and incomplete. 

~ The pr ma.ry function a~ divination nae not to dis 

covert e 1111 of the deity, ·out to obtain iniormat·on on m-tters 

P· st, present or futur which none but the nuporn tural powoi,a 

possessed. Spirits my c conoultcd oven ,hot it ic evident 

tha.t the r ·,111 ca. h ... ~ve no practical conc-o cuonccs on tho m .ttcr 
, 

at hand. A nin, inform tio. may be obtained rithout the observn-

tion of phenomena. A spirit 1oalc often ,ive the required in-

formation by entering 1.nto nc tal:i1 .,. po ncccsi0n of a nubject and 

by spoal:ing ... iroctly thr' ,,; h him. _l o clement of plt.L.J .. o:. o ' :;e r v-r.: 

tion is ~ a. :nc .1IBble ne El.lso in oneirou, ~ c:' r.ri d, 

in conere.l, o. to .3copic for c o i' dlvin tion. 
/\ 



Ps:zchology of Divination. It. 1s not a. mere no.tlll"nl in .. u1s1-

tivenes~ 1h ch prompts primitive man to nttempt to learn the 

unknown things. Divine.tion , like ma ic, serves a very practi-

cal purpose. "Gie (die Divination) be r cdi :,t n1cht c.io rcugier 

\tl,nd den 1.'Ji ssensdrang, sondcrn sio zcict den wo , den mnn e i n.~ ch lc .. ~­

en muss, um zum Ziel zu :onuncn" ( 1.'lollh uscn, u- csto Ara ischcn 

Hcidontums" p.200). ~lvination helps mo.n to solve the many 

practical ntl pressing problems , \11hicL confront him da· ly, He 

must discover tho cauae of the death of his rolntive or 1::insrnan , 

or mortality so. natural nccoosity ic unL.nown to primitive mc.r?, 

(Frazer, ":'he Belief in Immortality" Inccx , "iv nntion"); he 

must know beforehan the succcos or • ilu:re of n hunt or bntt lo; 

the guilt or innoco _co o:' c;.. mcm)or of tho tribe, ccuscd of the 

infraction of a socinl custom, must be cstnbl ohcd in order to 

a.void the dire vis t tiono of tho enraged aeity (Cf, The Story 

of Achan o.nd that of Jona.than, n t :.e very interc~ting ccount 

of the tri l of Thut osis, priest o Anon , given in rma.n 'o "A 

Hnndboo_: of Er-yptiun ,el on, pp 67-8 ); nd c 1sputcs ar.onr tr "' eG-

men must be c .. cci od eoui to.bl 1 . e . with vine ui a.nee . The 

eneral suppos ton undc.lyin~ the pro.ctico o_ the art of div !'l..a­

tion is tho.t the spirit .... , i th v.hom the soci l roup h" s cotul>­

lished n covenant, ro ondowod ~·,i th superior l .. novrlcdgo l' .. nc , 

accorc ingly, lmo ·, the events of tho pnst, pre cent e.nrl future 

..Cer i:&f .. Ir. Ames wall re rl~s, "the 11.:'o of the tribe is re -

istercd in its sacred object. "hen the tribe o.ttllins some 

nocia.l history, prooervec~ in oral tra.di tions, o.nd vo.riou.;, monu­

ments, then tho God is crcc1tc 'I th long life in the p st. The 

sense o: the future on'1 o powe to plan for it ia c;q)rcsncd in 

tho God I s mo 1led; 1e o.nd control o-~· t 10 future . '' ( Psychology of 

Religious ~.:pcriencc," P .113 ) . -i"or the - eser-v tion of tho life 

of tl o tribe, :nowlc o of tho .,;J : g 1_ ic cc o 

ing i'b-e.nd of the things 1:.ich t c future hol ,.s in store for 1 t 1s 

essential. The co. unity, there ore , e..ttributc~ this import ~t 
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f~.cul t .,r to its de t, , rho i s the "corpor A1lized" expressions of 

its llfe . It 1 li~ew· se ass d th t the spirit or spirit~ nrc 

illing or can be coerc a. , to impart the inform tion .hie they 

possess . The medium by wh:ch this informntion 1s co unicat cd 

• s, of courze , t .. 0 i1hole of reality , it_.. t-he phy -ical eu"iron­

ment of me.n , ;Jr t o c ser-:ment .... of t whicl ... hn-vc come into the 

horizon o:' his x erience and interest , nr his inner "Jorld ; for 
I 

tho ob j ective rca.lity of such psychic phcnomcn - as <1rc [.ffiS , visions 

a.nd h 11 :tci. tionn, is un t1estionec .. by pr•lmitivc nia.n . 

The Log i c of Divinat io_ . The science of 

s~n1rrcuut ptterrouena: n learr t ro , ct ·.:;.l oz 0rienc., by sub-
1 , 

joc t1n -~ to a lon-ic c.: 

This f\ .. llacy 

1 t snares pn comr. on :ri t l sy 1pat! ctl~ u .. c..n' , says .. • 

r.iylor , "as yet 1n a. lo 1 in~e:J .. .,0t, ~·11 o. di t 0~1 , hr-vinri: come to 

associa to in t~ o g 1t thou tlri n__; . .; 11-11 h he foun . by experience 

to be com cctc in fa.ct , p:;•occ e.l ,c r·.-.,) 1cousl to 1~vcrt tl is 

action , "!1! to conclule t/1 t, as ·3ocin.t:ton :t n t :1o~v.,ht m st .nvolve 

.;lmil -r com1cction inreallty . .. :v th (3 a.t"',1mpt0d t0 discover, 

to foretell , nd to c use eve Lo by mans of proccPs~a vhioh we 

can now sec to h1.. vc only an i "ee.l sigu1 "'le(; 1c • u ( Prt111i ti vc 

Culture , ol . I, P • 116 . ) '""'ut di vi ·ia ti.on c,; o . hr 1.c . of sym-

patl-:ctt ~t !.c , is 1.1.ot Guf :Z' icient, to n:: J.i..aln t~.c vcrv complex 

di v inn tory cystoms .~ ot~.u1., a lomc ;.ta ci.torcd into the con-

struc • on of tl is clo.borutc .;So 0.0-Gc:i.eLco . Totca:tsm.pro-

b bly , uncle:r:i.ies ·;,,~1e r Ctic ,.. C ! • n ., •iu· • -1 
- c;;._ • ',\ ,.I .•.. :.I..._ n . ,, '1p c,r . 

- , .... . 41 In 

·~ :tnterpreta.tion of omen.,;., cont1') butcrl muc 1 to t 11c a.rt o: u.J.vinnt on . 

J Divinat ion in Isreal. Divin'J.tio11 in universal in its pr cticc . 

I t is t he spont anoouo creation o all pcoploG in tho earlier sto.1.,.2/2... 

of their dev e l opment . :;hile certain {inds of <11 1nc.tory pro.ctic v 

may be f orei n i n their origin , yet d_vination rs s1ch is indi-
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enous in Isl"oal ao among all other peoples . " By the word of 

Yahweh oulc the chi l dr of Isro 1 set out for a j ourney and 

by the word of Yahweh .. ottl d they encamp" ( ,I wn . 9 ,18) i..>Ubsti-

tut e any nur:ibor of Goes or ~ pir ts or "Yahweh,. o.nd any W1der­

tal:1ng a.....a~ for "a j om'lncytt e.nd you hav e an idea of the pre­

val ence o divin,tion i n Isreal durine thee rlier stn es of 

i t s r el i )iouo evolution . The very s t renuous endeavors of aut hori ­

to. t ive rcli)ion to orndicnto the practice testify to the firm 

hold whic. i t h d upon the peopl e . In the oar11or polyd~emon-

istic or polythc otic st gos , divination w s wide - spread , un-

chccl~ed Dnd WlChc.llengcd . It 1ao :J th the rioo of monotheism 

t 10.t divination u1s first called upon to def en< itself . The 

undamental i1·:· 2.icc.J:,~.o: :>f divinc.tion is the C"':ioto1 co o mnny 

l ., piri ts , 1hom mnn m y invo ·c for 

in - of the tree- tops us orinouo 

ic.ance a.nd help . The rustl -

ly !lS long ns the tree iG the 
It 

h!lbitation of ~p1rit, nd the re.te •-or e"l only 

in so far as the wato1· s f r om o. ni..cred 1cll -- tho dwollin, 
• 

J 
place of other ~piri t. I:ono Lei...,m , t: UG t' C 

enomy of 11 fo~ mn of ivinnt 01 • 

D1v innt on , li .t:O . m fl.C , 1/ s never '"'tlly crrH:icn ted from 

tho rcli ion of I src 1 . r.1hc t1i blc ,Apoc:- 1:'P • mo.lrnuc n d 

)dib oval Jc ·, ish L&tcra.ture 'bear plc cvic..encc .I. this f · ct • 
(1 I ) ' 

nut t the hnnds of tive rclin-ion ) t fare very b, :1y ' 

indeed . In this , Isrenl ( i:i.. :'ere( from jl ypt "nd Bo.bylo ic . In 

the religio n of ....,gypt nnc Dnbylot i o. , ci vi tion v, s not only coun-

tenancca but oncoura o • ':11 e ull. c relir,ioun oentir: ontn , ''Illich 

per. 1 ttcd ma ,le to bocor.ie p. rt f'!·1d p: rct.l o tl o .tionel cult 

cold not cincourgo X) divino.tion . 

/ •> ignificancc of t c •"' tudJ of .L ivinP.tio :or t o ~cienco of the 

An storical study of divi· _ ti.on is co 

ipco ~ study of the rise ru growth of monotheism . It trc.Ceo 

tho success vc stu en in tho up:1 rd c l 1,: of .... spirit 1 God- co. -
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pt a.nd rcvco.lu the int nne strt,..6lc which ra:.,ec botrcen truo 
:' onothcism o.nd crude syncret1s . , cul□ina.tinc n the triump 1 o 
the for er . .'.h1lo it in tr o th t as nc 

.• \oral cua.11ficat1ono t1c pronhot hod - .. 1th 
··ho c .. ivinc,,, it in also true that chronoloc.c 11 i r the l ttcr "' was antcr.Lor to t C former, o.nd th~t a proccsa o:r evolution . 

from the one to the other , c .n be ( iSCCPnod . A stuc ,- of div1na-
tion • th ind opens blc to the student 0 tho evolution of 

i~ n 

relig1o . u icle, s n Isreal • 
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• General Terms for ... ivinat on • 

a. - Q~ Les1t1mate Divination. 

Prcsumnbly no 11stinct1on bot teen offic .. 1 cl unof:fi-

o1a],,11c1t and illicit divination ori ·inally oxistod in Isr .1 . 

All • orris of d • vine. tion, in uO far as they v era o ... ployc by tho 

tribe as o. hole or by individual members the eof, were lcc1t1-

te and 1•0) cni .... : . The 11 terary :records, however, h1ch have 

ome a 1n to uo are products of much le.tor time nd, with few 

exceptions, . dro. 1 sharp lino of ema.r:e.tion between tho to. 

Tho comprehensive term tlcnoting official or oracular 

divination is I-,., I J. f ,x IJ,I 
I I l / ;, ' ' I 

.,r '{ i7 ') ..:).., .1. f,~ u, --the latter having the refinement of indiroct-i=.1 , , , l , , 

noss. In o.n e:Ylla.ustive study of tho term ~ ,'("' .. • , 1 nl Bib. 

Liter. ~I , 88ff.), i:T . Jnotrow cst ~blis cs thu technical meaning 

of the 1ord to be tha t of ninquiring" or "consulting the deity" . 

The f~·~- is then the medium employed in conaulte.tion, the ono 

who obt ins the orncle, the holy man or the priest. ir. Ja.stro 

identifies the 1ord 1th tho Assyrian s. -1-lu, meaning prieot. 

Fro uontly < .-,,..l. fb17, ,,,,,, J 1A/lt/" 7 , ,':::J,;,f,.v lJJ, ,(P--t. ,~1iJ).,x~ a__ 

, \;1 , -, i, .11 x u,) , 1 s used. It 1 s to bo noted, hov1cvor I thnt 

1vhenever 1/,\t VI') , is used, the 1mpl1co.tion "is tho.t the oro.cle 

is obtained through a prophet or a holy man, nn not through the 

priest and the sa.ored lot ( V .infr ) The term 'I,\/ f ,,(v is used 

twenty-three times in the Bible. Hu. 27 .21; Jos. 9 .14 ; Jue. 1.1, 
• 

18.6; 20.18,23,271 I Sam . 10.22 ; 14.37; ~2 .10 ,13 ,15; 2-.2,4J 28 . CJ 

30.0; II Sam. 2 .1; 5.19,23; 16.23; Is . 30 . 2 ; I Ch . 14.10,14. The 
, 

historical bool·s claim t vcnty-onc. e term 1,\l w,7 111 t : a posi ti vo 

divinato ·y tmplic tion is used t.,onty-timoc in the Biblical •1ri tings 

seventeen of ·rhich o.rc in the historical boo1:s . Gen. 25 •' , ... J 

E .. • 18.15; I Stu .. • 9.9; I I: . 14.5; 22 . 5; 7, 8 ; I I r· . 3 .11; 8.8; 

34.21, 2G . , 7 is very frc ucntly used for the 



.,.., 
I • 

many for c or illegitimate tlivina.tio?1 ( Fo:r­

Hoa . 4 .121 ~z - 21 . 20 a.d I Ch . 10.1 • For 0~, c • D't.18 .11; 

I Sam . 20 .7J II : . 1.2; ... , 6 , 16; Is . 8 .19J 19.3; II Ch . 17.3.) 

Tho tern 

assumed 

U) I 1n the ea:rly st ges of its development had 

c.. \_ l or1ve .. t1ve sic-ni icance. From its original 

sense or "conculting" , n1n uiring of', it soon connoted thee.ct 

of reso~t1ng to,or f'ro cucntl n place rith n vie of consulting 

or orshi . lng . D't . 1 . 5; Am . 5 . GJ II Ch , 1.5) and, nt111 later, 

to sec t th deity in order to worship him. (cf. D1 t 4 .2~1 Is.0.12; 

31.1 Jer. 10 lJ Am . 5 .4 , 6; Ps 9 .11 ct al .) 

sometimes .ifficult to det ·rmino the exact m 

It is, therefore, 

c., f the term. 

Thor0 10 ten ~levon such dubious passages . (Is. 58 .2; Jer. 

21 . 2; ~7 . 7J z . 1'1.7; 20 .1,3; I!os . lO.12J I Ch. l.3 . 3J 15.13; 

21 .30. II Cl . 26 . 5 .) 

In orr·c1a.1 divination , to oracle obtainod thro~gh t ~c 

priest o.nd by mans of tho Uriim and Thummim (V.infra.) in matters 

of la,v or ri t al was known s the Thorah ( ,-, '1 r.1.1 V. infra. ) 
I 

o.11 other ma ttcr·z, such , s tho e.dvisabili ty of undortali::ing an 

expedit on or the co1fir tion oft c uilt or 1n1 oce coot n 

In 

party , it \las in all probability 1 J ii 1 1 -! ~ .r?. , (A b I i1 }_, Y r7 .J ~ tJ . . 

( Cf • "1 C • 3 • 7 ) 
• 

-, _J J is t ho tcchinal term used of God I s reply 
( , T 

to an inquiry put to him th_ ou 11 tho priestly Urim and Thummin 

as ,ell as thro ll other p y~ica.l media . (I Sam . 9 .17; 14t37J 

23 . 4 J 28 .o., 15; I C!1 . 21 . 2a et al The Ascyt) ian rr .u, which 

corresponds to the Iebre , iJJ ~ is the technicrl terrr. for 

f vora.blc o.ns·~er from a deity . (cf. H upt, Jour . s1· . - it. _:rx, 

p.71 ) Inste d of fl :; 
I 

(Jud. ~o . 8J 2~, 2 JI 

never J ') ....l. / 

11 (, , 7 1s , ;;_:· n rule, uacd of n oracle which come s 

rom t ,.o mouth o a aoar or pi-'ophot , thro eh the help of no 

materi 1 things. ( I Sam . 3 . 7; 9 . 2 7; 15 .10 ( of c•amuel); II ~a • 
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7 . 4 ( of !To.then) I ~~· 12 . _,2 , 2"- ( o:? '"le .n ·' PJ ) ; l '=' .4 ( o_' n 

anonymo s /_J , r7 5 ?( T1 w I ,\f ) J 13 . 20 ( of a. prop ct .t ~ethe 1); 

c£1.llea ,7, 'r, ,7_ ) ; 17 . 2 , ; 19 . 9 ; ~1 . 17 , 28 II ~. 9 . 3G ( of Elijah)' 
' 1 

22 . 5 ( Jc_1o~u·,1 t as rs .;:or an or clc of Y h 1eh an the r bii __ a.re 

on ~c v. ) ;22 . 19 ( of M _chnia.h bcn I lo.h) ; [I .{. . 1::? ( :lisha 

consult Y 1eh ") ..2 7 
I 

, , 
/J7/,Y, 

see also 7 . 1)·;20 . 16 , 19 (of I 0 e.ia.h) ·; t 1 . 

,"" 'w v.1 is froc~uontly uset .. of 
r -

prophetic o nclc cs-

pooie.11:y ,.. tho propl ccios of Isaia.n , Ho.hum , Ze chariah and 
' 
.: 1 cl11 . The term h d o. "matcrinlioticu implica t ion 1h1ch 

11 f n., ~ .:i.., did not have • Jeremiah , there'ore , co nas the 

po ple lvve~ to USO it n °in . (23 e3~ ff) ,-, I ,-, , r:i ,~ -l in prop-. . 

hctic i'j_ l :. ""l· _ . uently taken t l ce or ,, 1,-,, '")..:)_ 1 'i.1he wora. 

.c.y h ve it.J countcrp rt in the Ar b:lc 1hore it cig·_1 1cs 1:to 

grOQ.l , or ''to nigh' • lJ ,'l.J mny , then , have reference to the cc ­

st .tic o tb - .3.L s o _ -L-10 ocs sed n:)b_ 01"' dervish . 

- Illog1t1 nnte Divina.ton . 

The generic te or divinat ion is ho1ever , not 

nor /(' l/ 
11 \u) 1 but D o f Th for .. or terms alrc, y cont'""'in 

a d0' u1atic im lice.tion viz . th t Y."a.l .1oh lon9 is to be cono.;.Julte ~. 

p () 1', ow ver , ia free f .,om any nucl 1r.1plication , an . 
. • I 

con~10.or<:,d • o t c nll- embr cing n-roup- term . Origin lly Do /7 

rcferre" t ~ specific fore o-r 1v ine.tion viz . - s rtilo c , "but 
/ . {. 

to this opeci ... ic character of fJ o i' \10 sh~ :!.1 h roe 

From any of tho pass.gos in the o.r . it is ovitlent th t 

refers t..1 th ·1hol c c.tc ory o'"· illc it.m te divine.t_ 

in Isrca.1 . 

se lat er . 

p o.cticc 

necr•om ncy . ( ·- (' .L e l • las.r.. is e,c._le 

CJ \ , (Joz . 13 . "2) -nd yet he div nes by 1l.!-nJ p.ons, 

.!:.. _ , s n .,ule , tr nsl a.t es f~. Jj7 by the l :J.-inclusivo tr ... 

,/ 
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,:1 t ... e genoro.l opp1~,., rio s ep t l. t 

1ur1cd i..)y the true t ~ 1 .r.t "T'\.L> C":! 1tl 

t~~o .LJJr1 concc n nr: the ~ 0·111 t v.1:o ---
,., . , hr. 

di vi~ () 

c o .pl ., r; r, , + 
I 

y ·r1; not 
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7 ' Ii 
• • 1 < -~ i , r.i. o ..... l 01" ... -- t.,,.._ \.-; __ ,......u -

triumphe.1 tly exclaims, "thero i:J no ob. c:r.,v :,ion o·', on.ens ( <I/ fl J 

v . infr) in Jacob or (1.v1.nin, ( iJOjl) l xJ Iaracl0
• 

~ut tho ter had : o mlch ·10 t "Or co: 1ot t::.on .iC- o:·10 tl.i.e 

l p 1 it • EC.iOC:3 f dn 

whc t c t Cf' . ,,., .n not yet ccnso:c c. :: ~.,c 1 such t ~tomc1 t 

as thin: con the 11~s of the L n~; 

,..7 ..., ~-- .. not trt,;.nsgross in (Prov . 1c . 10 . ? orlrps 



11 . 

II . Kinds of Divination . 

: ~o lav~ not ed that Isra ~ shared the superstition of 

div nation in cor .. 1on !1.th ell othor ;:-;cmitic peoples and th t 

,h:lo t o Isr clit1sl c ·.vinoto1y pr ctjcos r:.1ay have C.iffered in 

ir.1 .1. ror11 tho z..e of oth r peoples , in pr nc1ple4 they were 

It behoovo u , tho , fore , to conni er no·1 tho l:inds 

of divir ".'l t on o n1 in anc ent r s1·acl v. i tl out reference to tho 

attitude :hich le.tor authorities ontert inou to'Ta.1,ds them or , in 

othl;)r ,ora s , wi thc,ut JU jocting them to the test o"' lo .1 tirnncy , 

which later Israel ~et up . Iator , we shall distingu sh bct~een 

_(l ile sh 11 endeavor to trace the 1 cit an illtcit d_v1n tion , 

Pise en"" cvol~ .. c11t of tht eo pl"'inc .... plo of lcgi timac y . or tho 

p1.,csent, , it will euffice ur- t.0 classify the ,nny v rictic8 of' 

t ,. :na tory act1c0s :no 1n in a.cl to analyze ton . 

e conBider .1r . To ' s cl s fica t1on ( Int . to Hi st . of 

Rc:t . • p . _09) o ... tho v .r ous for1ms of divI:nntio o.s a vory helpful 
1 

one : n vinatory s1gn. ~ y be gro pod 1n various clnsscs accord-

clo r, to th_ outer ,1orld or to men• s inward e ... q)erioncos 

a.n ElCcoi•c ing as th ~l p1 .. e. ent the1.1selvcs wit_ out or with prepar -

ff • An JlJ .L!lg t 1.o pri;1ciple to Hebrew d1v1no.t1on , we 

. 1?.:l C 1 ou m ter:a follo.s r 

I. !ct · .. 1 ... or-copic - ( s gno bclongin"' to outer orld) . 

A. In'"( _ .1.utarJ - ( ., . thout prepa1,a tion by man) . 

- n Ul'Y . 

c - 1 . :rth o ·1...,no . 

d - dc1:.dro 1 f.; ncy . 

2 . Portents ('unco ,on occurrences) 
I 

B. olunte.ry (v-ith epa.ra t.~on by 

1 . -,ortilego . 



-- boloo. cy 

,,. . or , ... c 1 
1 . 0 t.h 

• 

... ,10 nc r .. ·-- .,.. 

·- . . r.,1 coll n ous 

6 . :locrom .... c • 

I I . A::t.tosoopic ( s g o b lo~ 1ng o mun ' s 1nwa:i." o .. )Orionce) 

-- Po s 

I . e ( In· o unto.1,,7) 

1.. mens . 

r;i - b .. o . _c re t,e m or "o. en" in 

fre,..uvn"" 1 • • .. 0 mca~ in~ of 11 sign" , "pledge Jr 'to en" it s cci -... 

ficolly ~01otcs an ob j ect or n occur .,once 1 1icl y bo ,.. 
\., .. -

s:· dcrod o ii u to . 1..irnct lous e.ct ..... 

y ?'ll ,len , prophet or hol ~ 

cunsidor~, s o~ orb .d omens . 

Ioaio.h , :hie!. will rsure .i ... of 

C r 

I 

ontly s. -:od -'- : 1om r 

t I p t ~ t 01101' 

.. zc ·1 

speed recoveJ:\,f ( : :i. •• . 20 • . 

,..,(1 nary pred1 ct one 1 1 c come tru ... re cor..-

sid re Th el p ... 0d. Ct .:, tc r•~ul tL.c:.t three 

111 cc " .1 ·11s journey . T .c o occurroncos ·1 11 

An let :h.01 t .ose ( .11 J1 ,'I ,7 ) (. r v r::c unt.o 

10 . ) . 

r.n .. : ... 1 informs :;11 t:.c t 1 -~ t ,;o so '1 • ~i ~l --1 o n o. c 

C."y ~ ;J:.oulc. sc.,., e -..n P.n m "'lJ./.J 1 ,'{ ,7 / { , J i ij t., 1. Oot ' . 

le SW· • (I. . . , . • 19 . 29; Ia . 37:30 ; Je_ • 

n, hi ~1 

;., .., C .... «! 

t O h i Y C. t, .. C. _ _:... C l 

ronco y .. , . (. ~: 1; : 1.po 1 t. 

1c tor· 

mono. a.cci< cnt . 1 o othcr w .. ,0 is probnb l y n m10 bi licnl 
. • -

as.;)ngos )Oint ircctly to tlic 1nt crp1ot tion o:.. tl..o term . 



Joseph divines by means of a cup. The pr1a.ctice here referred 
, 

to is probably hydromancy. 'I'ho t erm used 1s \lf!J_ ( Gen . ✓14 .5 ,15.}. 

Bnlaam is ca.id to go in quest of f] 1C//f7J ( Nl.fln. 24 .1) Ile is among 

mountnins and he is probably observing natural phenomena. and 

interpreting them; hence his sta temcnt to Ila. la ~, 11 Gtand 

by thy burnt offering and I will go, perndventuro tho Lord will 

come to meet meu . ( )Jum . i;3 .30 ) . The Septuagint render::; w nJ 

1 f .J / 
/rwvtJltrt'TJ-La.TJ.d nnun J1 o(Wl'o(.How, ol iPV"'-

1 
while originally 

referring to divination from the flight of birds , c me to apply 

in due time to the entire field of divination from natura l pheno­

mena. The Pcshito , however, under the 1nfluonce of LXX, translates 

Lev .19 .26. f IL- n J fl ,v t.., Hye cha.11 not di vine by mo e.ns of vringed 
I 

..,1 ( 

creatures", thus retaining the earlier connotation of ol lv 11 '} 0 fad-(~ 

Talmudic literature s eems to be almost unanimous in 

this explanation of the term. 

Thus I / p I~" rl'i> rf'r fJ I/,.:, , ;;, c'i)) J). r) I) ,,1/1,., ;, 4 :f, f\JN , j7 
I ) , 'If. {;, nh /,in/r,1 r/ lri f jl Ii f'/,I c,,, J i0 3z 1~, O'd~ r~:9. /1 (1 ' ' f. , k·o 

, 'J / , r o 'J} ,. r ') rc'! ';'i /' , 'J J?t , .z r, ,, -" /\ ~ r' fc ,IIJ" t0 i 
_ (t/'ii'> J--.N , ,.; / t 1 I' r , r 

"The Rabbis taught -- A en //>'is ono •1ho says" hin crumb fell out 

of his mouth; his staff fell from his hanl; his son called him 

from behind his bacl~; a raven croaked at him; a. deer cut the r,ay 

off befox'e him; o. snal~o crawled on the right side of him or a 

fox· on 111 s left; do not begin with me, for it is early mor·1lflt.<:s 

or new 1:~oon or r-:',a tu1...,day eveni:ng'1 b ......... c· .1.i-. 
..... J. • .l.' •v.LJ.0 'd • 

Friedmann P . 107a. vhere some slight va.ri tions to the a1Jove arc 

found)• And ago.1n:r"17J 0 2 I _1 I Iv .;v., f /"? t' Jn J'"' I°,) i f (,1r J'~J . r-ln;" Ir I 
"Ye shall not divinon -- li .. e those vho divine ft'om a weasel, 

fr0m fov:l or from stars 11 
( Sifre., Eel . :·.10irJs, > . 90 a et b . The 

version in :-Jn.n . t36a, 1-s (l~~ 2/ "from fish" instead of 

"from starsH) 



It is, hon vor , diff.cult to ascertain tho or gin of 

tho term ~!?J....:Geseniu8 ~tvcs it root me ning of " 1ssu or ",,his-

per". ~ o 10 hnve considered 1 t n donomtna. ive frOI!l 

"sorpont". V Thus Ba.ildi ('!sin ( :1tudicn ~ur '1emiti--:-chon Rclt ions -

-eschj chtc, I, 287) holds 1' ---- de.a zun m 1anl:lingen von . ' . c/,, n .J 

" e.hrsa on" tk17-J • 11 AUr!U iuni'-'. mi t r'Jn J" "chlnn!"'e 0 1st doch wohl - , , ;:, 
- - r 7 

nicht zuf 1.111 "; n nH1 c.:o ( Zei tschrift riir V81Ire)sycholo i e , 

I, 413, li ewisa ad.hero to thi • view, " .! n sohe nur, rie sic 1 

I aus - em hebr 1 schen 4r men filr f;,chl nge ( 1b n _J ) mannigfa.che Deno -r -r-

ine ti va in der Bedeutung "zaubern11 u. s . u . entwi c:: ~ ln" • Bot 
I' ' olde o and Bau iios1n connect the practice of ctr,-1 with the se pent-,, -

cult and tho serpent-ma. ic so amon the pr1m1ttve 
S m1 tic peoples and amon, , the E ~:ptians . And ao Davies ( '' lo.r~ic , 

l ivination o.nd Demonology a. ong tho ..ro re s nnd their ½~ 
p . 2} : n ens wore certainly t ton om t e movements of oorpcnts 

in e rly times. I 
o 1 just a.a in Gre . v c.wVo~ from <lenoting nn 

omen from +he fl1 ht of birds, c me to meo.n any kind of omen, 
' so ~nJ nc uired from t o narro 'l sonso of divining fro nerponts - -

th t of di vin:lng from o.ny si ,n . " On tho other hend, e.rth 

(Htymologioch.., '1tudien, P . 48 , "·To te 4) maintains the.t: "r.:it 

c ie sem cbr. ~.rort ( u, 
1,7 -1 )hat as 1 ~. fl. /7 11 et , • erforGchen, er un-

den" , n.o. jcn l • "etw. durc ohci . :1. rv~ ·10110 1\:1 ttel ----- erl·unc.cn", 

Tichts zu tl un" r. d • · • • .... mi th ( Jour t of PhiJ olo y, XIV ,113 ff.) 

rai~es tt objection th t 'bile 1s found in oth r se, i tic 
, 

langua cs, n.J is pocu.11 r to IIcbrc •r only . rr 

- /1ugury. 

Th t certain birds arc omn1:ous n their ppecr nces on 

certain occacionn, oi nificant, a c notions not found in Bibl cal 

literature, unlesn nome importunce be att che to tho f ct that 

the r vcn and the dove are 



_..,,, 

to be Non 1
1 G i :aforma.nts i and that tl e ravens are appointed by 

God to bring food to Elijah (I. t . 17: 4-6) Some havo ·;. ..... ) l~ __ :~c1. "'1 .- o - (..,_...,. 

1n Eccl . 10 .20 "fox, a bi:rd of the air she..11 ca.Pry tho v6i'ce, nd 

that which hath wings sh 11 tell the mo.tteru D. reference to 

divination y means of the flight of birds. (er. t..Tew. Encyc . s .v. 

But we shall not be justified in concluding t hat 

because of 1 ts appe.rent absence from the Bible augury (in 

:tts rest1 to ted senso) was uri:enown in ancient Israel. Augury in 

Israel may have shared -the se..me fato as in Assyria antl Babylonia. 

~7hilc Assyrian - Babylonian ll ts.:r~t-·y~r; abound in an1ma.l - divina­

tion, in 1u:ruspicy and hepo.to 3cop:y, the ins ti tut ion of bir~d-d1vina­

t1.on i va.~~ re.rely ?'apresented. 

ion which in principle may be hold to apply to Isre.elitish a.ugury 

as well . n .. ~0 1st de.her wol:~l m8 lich, a.sf! da.a Fehlen von direlcten 

Ancleu .. 1..U1ger1 ~ur Vogelwahraagimg 1n den Annalen und sonstigen h1s­

tor1schon I1:~sch1-;_ften der .,,-bylonischen u11d a ssyrischen Her~scher 

(la.rnuf zurUoJ·· zuri1hren 1st , dass diese Unterart der VorbedeuJ ungs-

• : __ mm&lachau fftr 
1 /\ 

Lehrc durch die Bcvorzugunc dor Lober 

uffizielle Z1ecl:-c, um den G8ttlichan 1:! • 11en und das vorhaben c.ler 
. . 

G8tte r 1m vorau(", z~ bostinunen, in den H1ntergrund ut~~~gt wurc 

( ....... 1 Religion Be.byloniens u.nd Aosyriensn, II , 800) . Augury was 

a very common pi1n.ctlcc amon~ the Arabs ( .'Tell~ ausen , -eid •P . 202 and 

_;"a.stin .o E.R . :2 . s .v. "D1v1nationn ( I,:unlim) , the raven espec1al.Jy 

bcin looked upi:>n e.a a bird of omen. 

The dove we.e en owed by the ancient Hebrc ·,s with a 

sacred ch -racter. Smith rennrJ:s that "the fact th t the 

dove wa.s not used by the Hebrews for acy ordinary sacrifice in­

volving as crificial meal, can hardly be, in its origin , inde­

pendent of the sacrosanct character c.ocribcd to this bir-d in the 

reli . ion of the heathen Semites" . 
I 

The natural complement to t10 ido oft c Ganctity of 

an animal or fowl is its pov1or to give information on matters 



othervise obscure. 

The dove continued to retnin t.., cc.ere ch .r ctcr own 

toe. very lo.to d to in Jewi sh history.T . e VI)/,, nl)J or t. 

was reprenentcd in the ~orm of 

re fre0uontly mentioned. (cf. 

dove nn t.he ,'.J Ll ~ JI I .._J ...:::> 

·d. ·ricd. 147a.; Sota.h 13b e.nd the ctory of the be.pt th. of Jonuz, 

"And Jesus ·,hen he ·1a.s b ptized, ,·1ent up stre.ight , y out o the 

we.tor; anr lo, the heavens "1erc opcno unto him, nnd he ~EL the 

0piri t of God descending li re r- . o, c, "'!1d 11r.;ht. r,.g upon hin". 

entire .c.ommunity of 

Israel is 1denti!'le·d with the ovo (("an. 5a; Git .45a; h1r ha 

The Talmud.1st s arc \·, e 11 .c 0uai nt'9d \!1th t.h1 form .. 

of divin tion and while they fre u ~ntlJ ttribute its or1~11 to 

tho Are.bo ( o . g . os11:. 33b, Comoenti on "And ~olomon•s w1edom , 

~ ... celled the wisdom of a.11 the men of the ~, .. st" ( I . 1: .5 .10) the 

R bbls remark: "Uhat 1as tr..e v,iodon of the mon of the Ecst 1'? 

nnd tho o.nn,cr is given : "They mew strolol'!y ..... , 
and augury , '"' \D -:l tJ '\111 ~ 1 ) 1 t is evident that tho practice , .. 
Jas ''idc &pre :1d of rea. t nti 0ui ty. mhile it w s o:"fici lly 

rowne upon by t1c bbi 0 who incluaec it amo th, hoe.then 

ro.cti ,"'s. ( ,> tf'J,'l ,, , ..)"\ l . See e • ~ t Sah . C7l1: "1f ono ca.JS to a. 

r von, cron : , nnrl to a oho-r vcn, shrielr n< turn thy tail to ·10.r1s 

1e , tl!is 1G one of tho " ~ ' , ' - '"') ) , it w s frequently 1..,cscrtcd 

to even by tho ccholnru themselves. T.un the story 1s told of 

I • Ili sl .. r·ho, •• h le s:i.. ttin_ ... one de.y nc"rt to m 'lhO Ull(lersto0·l 

tl e l . a e o_ the b~ r s, he .r·c tl:.c cro :inr- of a re.van. Upon 

1nterrogat1 his noi hbor a.s to 1;rh t the raven we.s sa.yinr: , J:lc ,. as 

i mpr ~sseclt at it was sa.~1 ine "Ilioh, escape\" Hilinh ., occr.pe\" 

But Il1sh would ot he rl'en to the wa.rni , co:ntcn inc: t 1 .t the 

raven 'Hl.S lying...., o on, a dove ca.me e.nd called unto him. Upon in-



1 . 

r~ulry , he as in ormcd th t, sho , too , u • s sa.yi "Ili.::;h , scape \ , 

"Illsh , escnpe i " R . Ilioh tool: this warning to hca. t and osca.pod 

for he sale. : )-l}"-" VJ ,7 __JI 1.J t,'{ cJ', u_J..::> 1 . e . h o dove is the 

omen b i rd of Israel . (Git . 45 cf . also the story of -i . Jo-.) ua 

ben Levi and the heretic ( or Sndducoc) Dor • 7a . to this Ab . 

Zarah 4b nnd Snn . 105b) The ~amarit ns 1oro accused by tho 

Rabbis of being dove- worohippcrs : "P . ne.c .10.r1 b . I snac sa.ti.d , 

The affi .y of dove we.a found on :.it . ·erj zim , l i ch the 1 ( !amari-

tan:.:;) 1orshlppcd • ' ( Hu 1 . Ga and J . Ab • ' nr. V . 44.d) An-ong those 
• 

who are disc:ua11f1ed to servo s judges and ,1 tnesses t.:tre the,n , ') 9 VJ 

I t o ::,c ~f .o bet on the fli ht of< oves . ( San . III, :; . Seo 

also Gan ~Sa) Two reforonocs to augury in tho pseudepi\rapha 

may also be given, the one attribut n the reintroducti on of augury 

in Israel to ;: 
~ 

other·, prompted by a spi:r t of 
' 

he is propo .. ~tinr~, ma1nt ins th t t o Jews "do not conside~ the 

portents of sneezes a. .id birds of c.ucury" . (Third Sib iline Boo .. ~, 

line ... 24) . 

b - P. ~trology. 

'' ... r:10.ir· tho Ser.ii te ~", so.ys 1mi th , 0 The • or:S.tiip of sun, 

moon a nd ~; t .. s , o E\ not pp 

t ... 0 ca:,,lio. t ti .cs . 

of 1 .. hcf'crc As ::yr-i~ns lnfluei. c bee .r:io potent , nn 1 i Ara ia 1 t 

is by no mean<-: no pro~incnt as 1 t som ti .... cs euppose .. " . ~"\ . ..... . p .135 

Jote 2). A .i. so .'.'cll~1q,us :n • H Auf Iiir.unelcze1che wirt ,c 1 ,...or 

( _1o1d. P. 04). 

religion in • l1ich the celestial ne. turc of some dei tics ·,=s greatly 



L . .) • 

ii1-e (1 l0 _t ~Ai'_ ... c~~- CC"", "-e mf-'!_r1c• 11 0..,,.,,..1. Cr-,n ... "'"" t• r1h .i.: •· ~ .,_ ,__,_ n --~"' --u. , <A.I- /0. '-'-' ,. .,_ .I.,., 

indcr1pt1ons to Banl ~hnmen or Bcl- ~h ' ayin an t1e O. T. ounds 
') .Ir 

in ouch ,.: re ssiunG s, l/1 flJ o/1 ) ''.J
I 

tfJ II ..v I1 1 , o J 11 /0"1 n J7 J #4 ../7 

/ r n J ') ? ' / lcj Cl (ti I /J J J vJ /7 ' J; 1 n ') J ; 1 I r, ) 0 J7 _.) Y) _,,, ./ 6 ) n fl t,? fl 

vrhich point u..-run:i.' taksble +,o the \70i ... Ghip o~ the hcr .. vcnly 

bodies monc the early inhal 1 t nts of Pa.lcs~ine . 1roct con-

· tact \Ji t!--.. ayrie. e.nd 1 ts clabor~ te ny:3tems or nst1 1oloc;y Y'\ ... 
~ 

a.st~ 1-worchi n (cf. Ja.etro r, r 1 • . ~ ~ o;; • u. Ar,s·yr . I I , 415 f-f'.) 

undoubtedly .stimul~ tou the 1:roi~s :i.p of the ~un , 1.00.1 and otars 

a.mo~ the Hebrews , but lt r· ul< be erroneous to ..,uppooo thn.t this 

contact brought about thv introduction o·"' tl t:: ;1orvhip of t. c h-.-['.V­

onJ.y bod1.es as a new cult. \7h11e the .:rl .,,te1 traditions of I~racl 

nre of u comparatively late~ ~io< 

a.J.rendy in lts co.rliost r.:tr .ta, evi<10·1ccs may bo found of th 

:,cliof .. n tho "p rson!'.li ty' 0.11( 11 rin orce of the heavenly bodies 

and in t! cir par•ticip tion tn the a.i,.. 1: s of man. To the ~uthor 

of ..,he " " one, of D boreJ1 !~ , t ! e a~se1"lt.Jon th - t rrthe stars in t oir 

heavenly courses f~ught n ainst 31sora (Jud. 5.20) was more than 

a figure o specc • ·1e migh with oafety assume that nlroacly in 

nomadic n f)tO:C, tho tribe of Ior·e.el, lil?"o al oat ~11 other 
. h r.d cl.cv c lope d 

riemi tic .. 1d non-Geml tic people n , s01:J.e ~~--.-e crude ast· ologi-

cal syste, . .~r . P ton ( r o C'{tin ,. ' . :c -r- -·, '"' V lt'!:lof-ll"} r -9,,-. .• .. " 
.J • A• • J • •- • • LJ<-1...,. .1-44 - - ...., 

in th0 p . 1-vi t list .c L,t·.,poclti<J 1 o.,.. pi i.m1.ti:vc :~.e.n e :14 tL:l~ :ou_l 

life ~ • • conscio ,_~ e .. :isto!"'c . to 

.. i tl 1 c .rcrcncc to r.t£.r- .t'o;ranh p , none tho priml t .. ve Are.h's 
C 

-: .... arc 1 lincc.. to er e :.,1th F . ~omnv~l (Der icstirnc.ic ... ,t '~or 

th~.t t ... ... v orc-;h· .p of. tho heavenly bodies 

was qui tc prevalent a onr.. t em It h O L,urviv d Jl mur\i "'iotl 



,, 
_._ . 

fo1m to tho preee t d Y• Th now on 1o ct ill "roete~ by 

t he Arab . (Doughty , 1tAT' bin Des rta" , I ... 36,455 cf . the 

Jewish ustom o'"' blcs.;1:ri..g tho ne. moon , C: •V • J . B . s . v . ) nd it 

1 u..11dou t,c ly true thE1.t "t. c rel:i.t:ious observe.nee of t c no·. 

10 

a lunar cult n . ( -1 c-·c . 31.b . 

nus orifice belongs origlnally to 

·3G5 . P.n old Talmudic lcgon 

seems to suggest t 10 b . o .i ... on Iul . 60b . ) 

re ction ·rhich set in under :Ta1mnsch , 

correctly romnr-:s tho.t "it id not ,.ntr'oduoe nu1.1-

worohip as a 110\/ c·J.l t , bu~ ra thcr rovi tn_i zed a worship 1hich 

had lone :..>'Jen kno\1n in I sr 1 , thouri-h 1 t had 1 in or••J or less 

dormanjj , :"' hn( b ")11 confin d chio ly to tho l"U!' l po1, uJ.. tion , 

havino- 1ad no off. cial roc0cni tion11 • ( n Zephnni:....h 11
, . 188 Inter . 

Critic al C t:lr.l) • Th hi storica.l boo_ .. s bound in re fe1"0nc es t o 

t is foP~. of i ,.lolato~y . ( •8 • II :r 17 . 16J 21 • ,5;.Z3 . 5 . 12 . ) / In 

t ho period of the p.,opLots , the nors ip of "tho hosts of' hoo.ven11
, 

as prov lent i.l Israel anc. tl prophets, r "' rtsd 

themselves to tho utmost to oupproas it . Amos • u: ' sa.i ·1 ucnouncc 

it . (Anos r.: . 2c ; Is . 17 .8) . 3pphania.h ( 1 . 5) nd Jore • ia.h ( 'l . 1 J 

8 . 2J lS . 15; 32 .29) inveigh go.inst it . • Deuteronomy is strenuous 

in its o o:;;it on ( ... . 19 ; 17 . 3) but it is a.o tful if the :reform -

tion f;5U tiOO • put a tcmpor .ry chocl: to tl:1 s 1 olL t ~ry • 
t 

Nor id t 10 e st:e t..1c ti Jorernle.h nuL:e s c omd . .na. tor .. mout. on of it 
1 

f.i 1.ts this i o 

eisting tl at 1w --~·M"TT1'1 1w'Ml,l,~ ~.,,""'":u:c,.n.-u·rn ( ,.:. . 20 ; ~15 . 1r.;) . Job GI"'eal:s 

o~ it . (31 . 2 - ''/) The pr~.ctice 11 --1omc fo· Jl or ot.,.101 ... 'J ·,viv-,. 

throu ,h ut ost-c::il .c ti co o.n t:r-•-ic cl".! o: l t nPc f'o u i:,. in v~~ y 

l ate Trubmudic sources . 

In o . m. literature there ere, ircct rcfer~ncca to 

the practice of astrolo y , but th ~ sn of cvi:enco ~o!ntiA to 

the prevnl ont worship Oi tho hosts or heaven, po1ntsjconclusivoly 

t o the fa.ct that astrology in nome for:.. ras practice in ancient 



o. 

Isrc.el. Jeremiah urges the people 

hlo pr·n.ctice of ·:;tnd.;--ine t 1e 
, .i , I > 7 • .. 

• J I ' • oevenl .. t cignn ' t1e custo 
\ 

of t:i1e h ,athon11
, but tho propho.r. 1 are aJ.i rys t mpted to .. -

cribo to Iqra~litish idolat , ~ flrei gn ~-tivitr• Accordi n ~ to 

/.['}0/ D' 1~/ jJl/'j J /I SJ J7Jll\. s P ., the ~un HlY1. ·L_e noon ie·,..c cr-3 . t c 

, ren.1 . 14) and ..J 1 ,r h r.s b(;cn i n t o1•p:rict0d by como to m., e.n rr ..... stro-

lo, ical portents" • (But see ~;}{inner, '' Gmesisn, p . 25, Int . O:nit , 

Com . ) he 1 ost direct r• raronce to strologice.l d • vination in the 

Bible is found in Deutro- oaiah . "J.1ou art waa.riod in tho multi -

tudo of thy counsels: lut no:1 tho..,o that observe the hoa.v .1.13j(l~u 

the o~ar- gnzcrs ( 11• ..:i..) ~ 7J 1 , n 77 )~he monthly P!'ogn ).:-tica.t,ors 

(b,,.!/"7 r, S TJ'j 17 J ~ stanu up , nd save theo from the things that h 11 

come upon thee (47 .13) The prop!1et opea.l:s of B b ylonian a.str,-

' lo .l • I '"),..:l (/ 
' . ' , is probn ly corrupt . 

IIi t zi (Comm . on Isaiah) sug est 

' ,, die Iimnc 1 al~undigen . 

rend 1 t !\'):)..TT( per:f'oct < al of J 1.2 - -\ 

.,') jT 7 has boon su cstod . 

Q J l.-? \I.) I ") :::)._ /7 

hoavons . 

n s er~ •. 

Jost a.11 rould connect it ?1it1 -the B bylonian bo.ru , 

Divinatl.on .trom t10 movements of tho pl .nets 11!'1. Drom-

incnt t~rc and constellations was a most corm .on p actice 

the As yrians and Babylonians (see the copiouo to ts 6ivcn ln 

Je.strow ' s hel . u . Ao . Vol . II 612-748). 

tho ppcare.ncos of ·the new , full and old mo~n occupied t 1 , r .... st 

important position OL Assyro-0,byloni n e s trolo~y {see ibi d II, 

The 457 - 577) 

ca.ta.stl"ophe ~-.M-- tho eclipso of th ·, moon 01 t :_n sun l' lly 

ncl~no le,. {;Cd in Aso~rro - Bnbylonian notrclcgy i vie e :r .. c oG frcu 

tho picture clra.r,n of t _e "Day of Yi~.t~ 1 eh.H ir: Is. 1:3 .10 

the stars of henvc.1 and the conntclltttiono thc:roof shn. J. l r _o t, 



give their light. 

• 

l 
I 

I 
I 

l 

I 
I 
' 

The sun shall be darkened in his ~oing forth 
: ' 

nd the moon shall not co.use her light to shine". (cf.Io .24 .23 J ' \ 

Joel 3 .4). hei'erenccs astr-olor.ry are found in n.T. litere.- . 
I I 

tures ( e. 4

• the stor-y of the uie. i who loe.rn of the 

VIe s ciah 1'rom n e. star in the e st" , _nd in tho T lmud. 

c - Birth Omen'-1. 

rth of the 
1 

Divination through the observation of sins noted a.t 

birth - w s one of the three chief mothods of d vina.-

' 

tion amon the Assyrians and Babylonianc ( see Jastrow, "Ba.byloni n- / 

ACJsyrie.n Birth-Omens" • 28 1. also his el.B b.u.. Assyr. 891 ft•) 
I 

r1e sugg0gt thnt an echo of this pr ctice i .. -; found in the ctory or' 

the birth of Esau n. jr-cob . ( Gen . 25 •. 21-26) pre-natal strug 

of the jm:fe.nts in ti, e womb of the motl or, ca.uses hor to e 

tan evil omen. ~he suspects the birth of twins. Ho\, the 

11irt of two rm lcs was looJ.re<- upon o:s unfavorable 1gn. One 

cu:.neiform tei:t reads as follows: 'If n Homan g1vos birt to two 

boy , re.mine rill prevail in the la. d , the int·erir,r of the coun­

try will w tncss misfortune, an mis ·ortuno will enter tho house 

I 

of their fe..ther". Re DJ!~a.h, therefore, di a. ayea t. t o pPo r: p . t ( v. • 

proceeds to consult the deity (v.22) • Tho nnswer (v.23) •;h ilo 

encouraginc Di some rePpects docs not 11 y her fears entirely. 

0omc misfortune is inevit~ le. Thero vill bo otrjfe a 

c onte1 t on s o ) :,. offspring. They will separate d v:ar ,i th 

Jacob's one ri!'lr:,her until the younger sh 11 subdue the older. 

heel of .;;i sa.u in his hand t · the r.1oracnt of birth was 

el Po concidercd, a.t lea:Jt y tho author of tho narrative, o _.i :-:ous . 

(v.26). ("l o also were the oircumst nces ~ttond n · the birth of 

d - Dondromnc. 

·.c !)fed not dwell long on the f ct the tree- ·,orship 



... he 

* 1 • .,; '.,Ljj 

,0 . . . 

~s vidonpre d· in pre - I r~3litish 

·c.c-t that tl1ore oxistco. mo.ny cult- cen-

'J.1hc c ties or places of !Icbror. ( (!e, ~ • 1·✓- .1~), 

.:e ( 'J-011 • -· . • G), CJ be l (I • ~2 -~), Gi r'\n th .10 e { u 
I 

( .. -... .. _. 1 1".". ""'7' v • t::, J, ..., le.tl.( , , ml <;> .· . .... . ) J,, .on( Jo!< . 19 •. ~.5) , .4;m ,~ hu. :;1ah ,I ...,,,. 

Op ra ( Jud . 6 .11) Banl 

(I ~- Ll • 10 . 3) , 1: 0.mor Deborah Jud . 4.: . 5) , J b,sh (I . f"a ... . ~1 . ,) 

. 7 . 1 ), 

o their sanctity to 

I. 
I., • 

thu prenenco of some cacrc 1 t 1 c or treas 

11 ,'{ I~ /'X , .~,' or i /1. r.1ention0r1 so fre -
• • I I I. ' / --

_ucntl ~ 11. th • ;\ . T . 1s r.oub t, al ., c nccr~. tree , i re.bi tod , re -

S1.1..':l >-:/ 
. . ., l~ ... l. l r .... f-:-, 1"1.,...'"'1 r,1,,,0 

.J .:.J .I .._, C ._) 

/'?II t~cl I . ,\! 
I f - I 

nd D· z ,ic ntLYl , .n c co 
r 

• B • .10 !:. o 1nr. .. \ ·c 1-zi c h t. 

I' 

.uf hrc spcc_.cllu Ga t., .s._ m 1C • P. lle rl es • o •to:r· c:i na. von hcrzu-

leiton' • ( G 11 , n Alt i f!r e 11 t :t n c . sac -

red cha.1 o.c t0r of th t ree o l r ..... t,ur•c 1 y lea .. to d1 vina t on . 

icat ..... ~is ·rill thr·ou,.. tho 
'-

Davie < ·;rin • s from th ... s 

tb proper 1 omcnt to n t • c1r th l · i l ·l ,,.,. llC .,i_ - ,., l, , 

. . 
hnvo ~1e tlon ln the I ible o n , / ) I /J ,~ )f 1f •,:. v .1 0 •• ,, ,. 

' 
th .. r cc..lor 

o ,~1'~ / ;rs, 
t • oo of thv t>OOth sayer 11 

( ,JU( 
. 

U ... 1 f°' J..'(,S , .. _ .C , 

a I ulm trco, 
'. 

...., . 

T!cJ portcntcd nostl evil. :e h vu seen o" the cell_ n .. s of 

t 1c C!un or the moon 11cre loo ~od upon as unf, vorn le omo1 s . God ' s 

d1splc sure 1as also mnnifcstcd in storms , t.unccr , 11 htn1ng and 

ea.rt hqunl:e . ( Is . 29 . G cf . story of t e er c fi:"ion of Jesus ~!f• t . 

vcn t 1c r inbor, 1 s omi1 _ous . It 1 s called n11 Jf f . 
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b i nth11 
• ( T:is e.mo Elo'n is mentione. a.lsu in C'-er, . 35 . 4 ;1:'out , 

rjl~ '~. T .- ·, O ~ ri r ,, I ... , ._.Ou ·. • ,._,,,_;1-; • G-V J f" •) I""- / 1 Jud . 9 . 3? . ,, T - , 

p, JJ' y t# /IS,...,_ "terebir!th o '"' tho noot ... sayor·s rr • ( ', • c 

tr:i 11 ·wan tL '.: or-1.~ nt·l dentcnation o f thu treo . 

. , . 
";.i.J;.:0, _ :;--·_ r.:: .. b 

1 l • c • 15 • 7-8 ) • re . well u e a1other of tJO 

''\ Y-1 ~T -,b· T'-"'"'1 • .. .,.., J. ..,, V-- h rites continued 

·;:, :L ·: tir::c ::J r, nc: ~.I.,.O'.P(,t') G on tan tine e:r.ule v ored to 

(:;1.: t', ( o:;. .c.l +. •.· , 177 l, 1;11ot1J Sozomen , aa1;s Lt'.t 

·' 

.. u -Jp· , ... · .-, . ... ..., J. ..,; ..., ,.) -I. \.,' • 

I\~ -.... r.~~ r, n::~ • o-.i.~ the Tc•1·0b:lnth, or trf.o and. wel~- of .~uP~.l !·-,,. u." 

J ., ,... 
\.J '• 

ir:to 
. . . 
J.t,c.,·,.,~ .. ~c • • 

' "1 
.. J.V -- ~t 

t.l.c 

.. J • ,. ,, .. t I ""1 ( • 
.:.,.J ,_. ) 1- ... • - J • ..:... '- ' 

48 . 28 ; s . 81 .8 ;95 .8; 106 . 32) or the 



Eoth tor ~ flin-:ni fy ... he p:r• .. ct cc of 

divination for :E,Urpose o-:? e.djud cation by meann of the hol.,t 

_: .. e or g i ne. l "tu:.c ti ty o 

d st inc t . cev , I!lny ha. ·e bu ; l ... UC tc.: t _,., . :re }..~enc C f e SD. er , r 

It 1.., '1 ... [!nificnnt., that ln.hv;eh iu r.~n~" 

'---- l il:9n1d to one . The 71 ')y p rrc .vo" t Eo.&."•eb , f "cro 'o 0 .. 

l ij h receive revel tiom; has been pr,iv1ou::1,- :ro:.c ·. r•ed t o') 

_l ~t the de:t ty must be conaul t l, d in hie ovrn homo 1 tJ 

judi c a:i. 

bo __ ie"(rc vri th Zir ... r: crn ,, -
\ ' 0 tri:tge zw, der b Y- • h t, • 

t._c p O i t,i v U ,., time fo , e 

aut.ho1" t·r C · - J j / p .... n the ,.. ~ ;Il _3.n ad- !:iU: "p1.,o >or t i ·r.•o .( ~ 1.;,, --.J. 

bo.c1 -t m" l"'vOt e ( c0e alc;o !:a pt , Jour . Bib . L t. l • 
58 , 70) I other 1or1a , t .n. t el.Lt ,., ,.. .. ' ., ori,-:J.nc..lly ' pl~cc o:.:' 

div in ti n . ii' 
;J • • 

~,:- 7 u e c c clarcc t:ia t " 'o~c,.. .1. .. i,.) .., uscct. t () ta:~ ~~1.u 

ten·~ nd 5. t c.1 t : t : .ou. t t_ .. s car:1 , o.f· r ,., _... from t _ 

VCY'Y 

lot ·r o c st " n t r.i.c .. p ns e C (:? of Gorr , rt tl e cntr ~nee of tho 

O!L Of Y "< ,.. o .... nc- ' o •l ,( .•. ,> ... v '-'" . 

-;, ,,, I 1J9''i 1((7 9 IP 117 ./1 X 7 11/P i l!, l . 

_ 7 ~ > 17 r ( V . 2 ) 

"1.~ .i., 0 prccc ... cc of God in vi l 
f 

cs cannot ace de tl o c 

IC D t 1-, t "'O : c J.LC c.e . . y .. ocide . 

?,7 . s) 

) ,7 ,:x; 
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A,"".,er.t ·-- of Di vin .. P . .'' ior~. 

.... ·1""•l0l~ .,._ ~ ·- l ' ..,, . n , _.lll -. .:i , .. , . ...,."' 
.JI#,,,., ,_,'...l __ , ,_.: J,(.; ... ,., 

, , 
• - .•• .1, omen, 

tJ 0 

u ·.., 

n c1 r"' j ·• 11 l ••• ( , Y - ~ Ct· 
.. •- - \ .. "..J J .t.. ,A ilcd , 

r· :_ :i. n x·y 

t.,Lc 

:UlC t .1. .i . . ~ •· , .... • -, .,. G"" D 
l, .. .., .. • J ... - V -

,.. 
~ .. tY'?l ~ \01· t 1

10 non-pr·"' i' r• ..., i l n to ,; .. J. :.k 

• i, . e:~ ult C '. . due:..· r • .:., t0 -~. LC ,, J ,l)_ b ,, 
• .. . ... , .., " V 

of ti011 

:;oulc._ 

V l co:t pre -

~ . .,_r.. ,r i l 1 O:i:' 

, 2!' tu1.., 11 •• - ·:J tV.l .... :.'! t,n tl10 .. i tr1:,l• _ ity nd 
['_' .ci 

~~l + f (1 ~V - inf" oi 11:t-:rpr•.: ti.1 ~ clivi -;J 

0 

'· , .., ,! • l, 

: () 

th "t., c 1 

.... ., ' . , 1 

r -

~n-' ... o c tion 

( ... vina-

did 

r•; . .'f ,. ,, f:., ,...cl .. l ··u· : c.; t:i..011 .• .:_y_i.11.., ..... n,J to I ,. (\ r. () • ,U . 
\'! u :J -~l. . ,., .. ..... - ,.., _, -<J ..J 

l 1~ i, + ,. •"\f .... e-, • . , . 
'-

., re - <1-Y -n ·~.~(#- '\ or.,('..di"' ~t, ,. .. ( .. i ri..nntio .. J.,O tl .., ,.,, ,. _e,r e ~- < .J. _, t. ) ) J 

oxtc ••• r..a"' z .i d to ~.vc b3co .o , I' 
J. . J of c ert .in n1.-n • 

Among tho Be uino , one of t o c .icf f''lnction('! of t he I'" 1in ( I:cbrow 



o. 

/ ~,7 ' :>) is to consult tho oracle . 

a "sooth sayer" . ( r cllhnu en te1 

The name -.. ahin cign1 f _c 

l\.J.o 

the 1: lihir~1,.., there xist unoffici-1 tvinor 
' 

V/ 0 POwSOCO no 

l crcni t rJ of • (: l, .t, !;l_t y one nh ,1nt:'\ . r., ,y !,O <• ~~1 l e i ~t r.:nr.:,i ---

ro peats the I ebr H ~ L o _h a.r..c-: T•6 ., f::'Tl -. y r.x,c so .et ... !Il~ -~ _ ze.1. _.1 

, 
-.zi ( :o . J I '\ . 

I Cf • I' • Cit • U • J.:-' 1 , • 
, I 

l".n r1locgc n. c practicec of ..::1v:nnt:.on in i:. 1c henclr. 

profcc~nion ,.ls nn tural .. ,r ccc1v tl ~1 e t impctl d. ,_ to t..L.: 

Babyloni 1 11' fl cnco. 

r,, , ... . .... 

conn lto .,:, ,... .z on 1 y pro~ ,s.::1.L .. 

10VG 1 

a troo- c 1lt . 

wists o:.. t .. .1._. la. ter da.,r ob:1__.·':.,,J1., .t . c1 

tion o... the rcnl nn t,.;.ro o-~ thos o c:~. rl:-i ,re 
... 

cnounc . here 19 P. . :)oc] (1 e '" . 

t '.) z 

. . 

. . .... ' 

I"♦ I"\ "t ,, .,.T , 
~-- r.a.J - ..... -

or,s ... 1 . , -t., . 0Pthe1dt·I-1 pra.cticcc, • 

... 10 , . : 1• : 10 'l', of fo, r gro· .. ~ of c..,_i •• n...,i n, :: :5.•1' . .. -~ 

di tinct .:ro. , lo.ttcrl ~7 blonccd into one 2.not .. ~r : 

(a) 

therein . 

I ' 
2-. ,7 / 1 , 

, ' 
3 ' ,7 T / 1 . L/ ,. 

1 . T~e Priest -

mhe or1>inal 1 nction of tho pr 

(b ) mo con~ult th deity . 

,, 1-. J 
I 'T 

as not a cpocifi~alJy pricotly ·nnct on . f . or r t .o 

original ~ublc t1nc+1· n of· tl10 pV\1" t ,c:. t--11_1 .. _,,.·,c-t·_,._·1 .~.!.',,.':• 
- V - - ~ ••'-- V • -- -

• I 

\ ollha.uson t "Das Am des Priesters 1st e· on Ar . crn c~ c :· c -



we.chung des Hei l t ~tums --- :rur die Yorr ichtu..,ig des Opfers a.n 

ino e nfnehen ("' ' i ,.) .,0 ne 1st er cntbenrllch ---- Die Priester 

erden o. c bci den al ten Araber•n , w1e bei den HebrM.ern , Cra .:el 

rtc:'Llt unc I~tscLo1dunp: in scllwic r:i.~;en 

.. 

t is t."::~0 f 1nct.ton of tl''O p:ri:tHGt tu~ tho con1' lt r of the o:raclc 

Vte hc.v .... d 1.,ousaed the method of thiu 

But in Pecount-

the pr:t.~1 lr:,J.c 1110 , :t . c . in tl:. - lHlnin:1- ~trn. tion of justice . Among 

prim:tti 0 peoploo the c.ctt:r v.rc:.s d. PectlJ'" appcal~d - to 1n ca.so& of 

le~n.l r in. ut ., . 

( cf . r 
see ~ . I"')"') -. co n ,., . • ,. - • ; rmnt:L r 

pract i ce was colllllicn 

the ~otion au..-r-viv0d . 

that all l egal ~is-

put ,s !hGre no .,Vi(!~ 1c ~n.n ,. ob tr: .nc ;t , ohould bo brought before 

God . ;:.:1;? >/vi? ? j.! J'' i , $Y.::J, ~ ·,TJ I i1ones brinr;n t.hc case of t.i."lo 

d 1rhtc·_'l <:" of 't.,0lnphc_..r~d be:Cor1 0 God: 17/ ,11 11.!>~ (V70l!JVJ n/V ,' 0~ .::l..J171/ 

the dee s1on :tn thin p .... rticuJ.ar case e.nd 

the c1;.!·1 1~ .... ::i. t:..W, :-: _.t c : chc11ld npply 'in all s1.milar oasen h reo.f'ter • 

1-1'.'·'"'icu __ ·~~ ir;s c .f:lc to Y.:oseo, tho prioot to connult God thJ~our)1 .:.1ir.1 • 

-iJ',7~ ~ V/ ')7{ ;::J 17r>A1 ~1.i1 ,._ry Coses br,lngs 

l1 ;, iN ,7 5 N JJ ,....., ..1.., ;-, JJ , " 71 ..n Y. ( v . 10 , i . e • 

... ,. b ,.. • r, , JTX '.). ir I 
vi.13 Ce.fie 01 oro 1..10U. • . , 

7 y,~f,7'( I V ! /, . . 
in tho: 1 But the ct:. f 

~ • f 

n · !?.n,J o "!: the cacred lot , the Urim and ri
1humm1 i:-. Jt~ inc fro~ 

t. c . tory in .!.'.lv . 10 . 13 ff . , all l oge~l di .... putc~ we1,..c or::.ginctll • 

sut the task been.no 

too h ,....a.v;- _ o:r them • . , Luy-judges were then nppoi ntea 1·1Lo rendered 

ho°\·1ever , \1hich 1nvol vod now l egal points wei-10 appealed to tho pi--•1.c ots 



, 

' 

-

cred 1 ... 
ue 

root 1-;r , ., " .... T T I.Iv 

• 

Ten e , p:ro bu~., l y tL. !Ord /7)/r:rw ·•ic T ..,, ., . -.1 •.. 

: , . 
J 

r. :nu ,'=' ru. -f .. ·Ju•~~ r .... l (". .- P:1. • .,., +.u',• . 1'l 1no= 1 d c ..... er ( <"!It. TI •• 7 ~.,., 8) 
~" • ,... .., ._ - •• J. ,# - • •• l - .__ - - • ~~ - "-• • • -•· • .. • • . • ~ I - •. • 

' ,7 ,?II? _ .L JJ.- • , 

ond 

pri ed.,. 

.xi l _c 

the._ r :tM !:,. L 

a. P..,.i C'' ' 
• - J ..., , 

of the r.. 

1. 
, . ·c .' ; 

( II l • 

.. l r• I' .. -U 

)l t 

I 1 

C ... -

. 

0. 

0 

.J. . ; 

• 1 ,., 1,... ' __ u • .... ".,4 

I, '1r - r ,- . , C 
~,J. lf.J" - , i,/ u 

,-,,~ '! 'tT"!•·~ i l ( -
~ 1.4', : I. .. \/ • \..., I 

T ~ Cl'(!. 1 

... 
I l) rUt.bJ.,,:; ( (: '3 l'\ ' ( - '~ / 

z ... ':t ,,, .. 1 .,, • .:t ::'L _t. . . . , \. --

o-:.. J.Cr ' 1 in.rs . I• 

,. - th(, p 10 a 1on~ vl 

no I?. nrJphot .... ~ j,., •th.:') .. u . 

• -
f ct m .., 

. b., 0 G 

~, i11 tl 
. ' ., . ,. oh C V • J. • 

I' 
, ,1. nL: tho "t"' • ..L v.1 o~., r., f.\:{ on t ,,.,.,.., .... •· _.._, 

.7,10 . 

C 

, ' .... 

'T • . . . ., 

' ,.. ... 

t • \r',(.~ 

r.. r, v ... ,., 

rn 

'"!GC Y1 

-.-rv ( 

1r;o: • 

,) , . , .. . -·: 

·r, •~ ,:'\'1 
I.• ,. -v .L J 

( 
.. ·:: . A 1 r: • i ,-i_ ~ . 

'• • • •! " 

• • 1 ... , , '.,, J t • • 

cc. nc:, :..,i~.L-i n ' 

.., t 1 - ~i - ] ,.., r ~ 

,.,. .,_ '- .., ... J. 

' I. 

. ., . ru :nouc of tho o::i tc ... co of t g o , 

h t"' ~ function seomn to be distinct from tl a.t o 

/ :> 

• 

• ,.. I ,.· 

f.J t') 
.I • ~,J • 

c•c 

("' )'I" 1 1 .. '-•-



(I • 3 

e .1.tl.r 

._10) • 

- ' • ..,J ... .....,, 

(., ., t·1 '. .L..., ... .I. ... 
.. .. (:'. 
u_..,.,,,., 't: Zer' tf 01-i II ropLc -1,,lf i:J nl,J) 

OVl. d r~Cu., 

,;, ..,.. ni7 ,A 
• UL • "-' ~' u.! • 1J Ji1 1J I J 1 fl , J f I] t J l\y / '() 17 ;>ft? ,7 7 J 7 ' "l-1.? I 

f yJ ,,i. ,.:,_J,7 pu ,,.1.-, }y1 ,,,,r, ,7 fx !Mtr ,-,..i 7 1-1 a 1.:J.lft .J 

~ 
.t. 

,,., ..l..1 

.... .. 

tG.1. T'l ""C~ .. C 

,· 1"'1 y ........... 

+ •. 
w 

tho 

. • r-..:. . ..... ' .). 
'- • J. ·• lJ • • • v C' . :.1.0: ... _j_ .. 

2..r:. .., ·,1 

.. ~- ... • ....... '\ 

. •- , .. L '•! ') •r ,.. - .... If> 1 
.. .J... • •• L ... ~~ 

' . .. - t!. .. a i!.l. lt. 

., . 
ti0n or 

bo 

al. 

,.. 

,.. 
__ .... tr.) lo C 

Ir,,. iul: 

, evi 

., 

... .I. 

i.; re 

_.1,c :.. unc:, 

,. . ' .... 

C
.,.,, .... .. 

.) ) 

! f • -- ' 
. 
.I.. ) 

(; 

t . - ....; ...... , ... .... - -~~...., ...... - . 
,. ,. ~· l ..,: .. 1. :11 • ... - • .!. l - ...... . ... -

J':ll"'.1.· ,, • .. I"\ , J , 
..,.,..,.vt \, ... 

:.:r- . 

tl1e :1....bylol J.C.l baru 

I . (' . '• ' 
-....... !C ... .. t, l 

fl. ...... ..., 

. ' .L 

.. 
v. l.., 

HO~ 

:.,ll. 'J°::.c. 

U 

_,...., 

_,, ,...c, , ... 
J.. J.., ~ ·- \ 

n . ' -___, ;' . 
-l-. • ... n v . . J . 

..,_ 

t, 

:i 

. 1 I i v'~ V • ,. ,':) .. . O'!l - -t ,. r! .,rv !. 

"l.. ·"'t o:..' ~ t 1 ~'l"l 
. 

i h L> .1. 
,. ' -'-""" - ---, 

l- : . . i j ... ~~ ... ,· r-_ 
.I. l ,1J.~ _, - •!. 

,Tr, s ..i. j, ...... w • t .• ,.. 
t. !9. t . •..-,r ,.. . - ~ ,-~ - ,. - ---.:.> -- - i 

.. ... .,. . , ..: 

-, {n_ 6) . ,, --. ,, . . 
• 

.... 

("Otlr.'l eo ... ..., , the 

!' C i:m 1loyn 

. on ~ 
.I .L. 

,·, ··.UCi a "' l. 

·~ ~? ~ ...... 
;..;.1 !t,,;,;, __ ,_,U_. l t 



v • 

3o ns.0l • to te 0 the ,1 '. l in ccop nj t J. t o men 1~ o.Lt c ed 

oriz ine.11:t 1.1 ° i n:Jpcc torH , 1ho lool:s t 

to , f~ivon _uest :..on° 

(J:>urna.1 ~. Lit,r ture XXV I, r . ~2 ff . ) 10 cuty of inspecting 

:ar; oru .in~ lly 1 n tod in th.:.- caa . o .· t i.e 0-:-ru to .Jo 11 r but , 

d n ~11l +,,1.on of tJ..11 forms 
1 
I 

o. div :· r...c. t ::o .. 

t 10 ,. C: . .. i 

co1£orning hopa~o~c PY , ~ rctl 
' 

, 
t:.: . . t th--;r.;; i " _ittle to p1.,ove itfl c::ir. t ,..,nce n ~ nciont Isr cl . 11 e 

, 
;, . ' ') llhc::. :· c ncot "'1'5 th ·~ t i·n tho I_J . rn ., ~ J.r,:; (i.~r lk.~i r·cr.c_ .ed 

. 

the ta ,. r presentud. "vy tho UvO o o"':"'9ru i rbyJ..01.:.c.l'~, · n ·:..ho 

di vir.i n11 priest in goner 1. C ., • op . cit . i., . : ) ~ 11111,.; 11· ·it, ·r ' - • v I 

1 ;:cw1 se, ~uggcots t~ at t e apec.1. .. ·: i:t.1C. c., :r.' , ' . L.1n ·ti _in 'i cticed ,.. • 

) C' mu ,, l was probo.bly st1")ology :a.r ' 5 UC, .. '. 
.,. 

1..' . 1. ~ . ~),C - 2 7 npcak ' ~ ... .L ... > 

o~ ~amucl conf'crr,1ng wi t 1 .' e.ul on the oo:' a 1 1. ~- • do. ·brr,al· . Tho 

t. m~ am the . ✓- cc see to point to 

l eavenly phcnomer10.. rhich tho lt,.ter 1't.:< ctor· suppr cz~~ -c • 

I 

feauible , 1e re not ~11n"t, 11 u, >l- ') wore pri .Jts . 

Jerta.inly , there ar·c no i ndlc ... tio1 t1J.a. · 

tho..., hi=:; pr.·: .... wtly funct,"lon ls 1atllor .. ccido:1 <..r.l t .. .-~o.n c .... G ..... 1 tic.l. 

if cr9nt :rom t 1a~ of the uG · r . 

11 itcd 1 ~ st exclusivelJ ~o c 

Un<~· r the lo. ttcr \'!e ("ubsumc -i:,i1e 

cnr ctment o_f' ""' i+.ur:l 0 nct l orn 1 141'1 • ('l 1 .J. - - c;:;. ~ ~- c;,. Cll. I ~, I (.I. ( 

of tho rleity in great national ~ri~e • 

Gtand1rl[~ . He is asi;)ociatcu lth l 

i-,.,-11 

,. ..... 

J. j , ,y, 
V V•- c:.lly 

Io ia 

:..n ch r gc f no ::;acrcd il'!le.gc s. He 1 s ra the1-- the d.L. vincr par ex-

oellcncc, in tho interest of t~1e pr·iv to 11.io of the p ople • He 

anc rcrs t o tho need ·or guidance in the cvcr,/ -dv.J life of the in­

dividual 11·d 11s authority lasts only o.o 10 ... g s his guidance proves 
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r. 
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ret~ins t 1c.t c nta 1c ·trn- ts .rhich characterized tho earlier 

"ebiim. 

I omen Div ncrs. e function of divination 1ong the Israel-
ites wes y no men restricted to the ma.lea. l'J omen played quite 
nn 1mportnnt role i it. In tnct, women because of the r ner-
vous .nd more reu ly excitable natures a.re exceptionally fit 
for the tas . , e.n thoy figured pror.1inently as a.gents o magic 
and vaticino.tion nmong ancient people • The enrlieat docuncnts 
mal:e mention of rems.le ma 1c1ans in Isr el. Cj. lreo.dy le is-
la tco a inst the. • ;, , n rt "' ~ ,rS>-0 :>·VJ (Ex. 22 .17). As diviners, 
women in the o . rn . occur principally ns necror. nccrn . r T ti. , '""nul 

commands his servant •1 to fine. !'01' im an 

l1oman rho is mistress o,!. necromancy". (I ·am.28.?) and Leviticus 
20. 7 states: "A man or a oma.n, if there shoul be mo them, 
e. necromancer or ize.r , should be pu to c.e th' • As lcgitimo.to 
iv1nora 1omcn tigur as prophetesses in iblic 1 literature. 

i11riam is called an ;, :<. 1 ..:l...J (1 t• 15.20) nd her ne..me is connecto 
1 t 1 t e singin of son n n th pl yi1 or 1 struments --

the char cter ct1c metho s or the old Hcbiim . D borah 1o not 
only a prophcte ~-; , -;(,-:J..J ;1>//,y bu also 

he sits un-4 1: ": .. ":.r l .- -::~• .. o b0rah (v.5) ,,hich , ccording 
to C-en. 35 ,8, 1 o called p1:, .;.- /$,'{_ '.rho rr. llon, 1 t he.s been 
observcd

1 
au 

p1~ophocy d 

at ~ha~ tho tree .as a sacred one nd that Deborah's 
cm thin t~ c o :1th tree - divir...o.t!cn . (cf'. Smith op. 

cit.p.196). A n1n , en Josi h sends m n to in~uire or Yahweh 
( 1 /,r, 11 ;,{ f,t,"'1-,) conccr_ in , the newly iscovcred boo!: oi the lo. , 

the prop1etcss I uldah s conr-;ult , ( TI 1: .14 :r ... , II Ch .3 _ . ~2 r •) 

nCs it nece~s ry to inclu e the omen mnntics in his 
cnere.l c. l"'c.1 nn nt o ala prophetn . (1-.7-23) Even a.slate ns 

the ti c or Leh .1i h, th re 1s mention of 

the naue o roe. eh. ( .e . G .14) . 

certain prophetess by 



v. Prop ctic Ya wism vs. Divination. 

Among praet1eo.lly o.11 the more eiv111zod peoples of 
o.nti uity a 1st1net on is dr n between public a. official, o.nd 
private ~nd non-offici 1 divination. T.1s holds true or Ass ro-
.l.'.abyloni ..... n, :4 ypti n nd Pomnn reli ions. Go a.loo oft c reli-
gion of Ior el. !jome forms of di vinat1on, bee use of t oir 
a ti uity, bee e incorpor to< into t10 cult 1110 ot ero, of 
later or of forei n origin, never recoivcd offici 1 oa.nction, 
a.1 t 1ough tl cy y ave o.ined popular ro.vor. T e fa.c tor de tor-
minin t e off. ct l or no of! c· 1 e .. o.ractcr of n < vinatory 
practice in not t 10010 1c. In the religion of Israel, .owevor, 
this nc 1 factor 1,;.) introduced nnc , c-• . ' CO CC CU. ...... i ··•,... t revolu-i:.JL ,1 ---.L,-.> . 
t1on1z1n the entire system of divinntion nd ultimately in bolls.-
in 1 t entirely. T e ever-ovolvipg Yo: we! .. -concor t n Israel 
wa od war, not only upon p v to n 
also on public and offic1 1 1vin tion •. 

clief distinctions of IIobrov, divination . 

-o f c 1 1 , but ., 1 n t imc , 

•. ere in 1 o one of t e 

O fici 1 reli ion 
out ow it. nut the roli ions of B bylonia:o ypt , or Grecco 
anc of .,.~or:ie , never succeeded in frecin t.;.1c1.1n 1 vcs rom t .. 1 s de d-
ei t 1 ic1, in enc case, oucceoded in obs truc t 

devolopncnt of reli ous 1 ea.s. 
tl c "urt or 

T e g or spiritual not oism in Israel vs concomi-
t nt tit ..... t c decline o • di vin tion. An 1nev t ly no . 
tion o.t bottom na. n its bole est c q)ression , impli es olyt .. c sm. 

emonism. OnlJ sue vina-
or at lea.st pol 

tion, 1.ic_ .,. 
J. sac.re nntur , cin t.... temporary or porme­, 

~ven in en enot.o ic rcli ion, er 
nent a itur of a city. 

pirits 1orc consulted. It s .. oulc bo borne in mind t t the re-
le.tion ex nti bet 'Teen Ya:.uo. nc" I ::ro.el v1ns n tl c na. turo of a 
co 3ns.nt bot ·reen Y ... 10. n< t: o comun_ ty. m• c intorosto of 
4

:.0 indiv c. ls, ~ v nuc·. , ·,ere o_ ittlc co. corn to t e <1 eity . 
"Te co tr ctu 1 obli ation or "·l t"\ v • ...., 



calamity from tho community , but not to protect any p rticular 

person from misfortune that a·rcctcd him a_oncn . (F . B. Jevons , 

Comp • .L,cl1gion , _ p . 49 . ) r.·a.n , therefore , in his pri va to needs 

and perple .. ~1 ties v,ould na. turally turn to other suporna tural powers 

and .. ,o~l d endeavor to establish a relation i!i th them . Spee.king 

of tho soc al element in the religion of Inrae ,, .... r . Srni th remar :s : 

"00 nuch was this the case that in purely personal concerns the 

anc1ont8 vere very apt to turn , not to the recognized religion 

or the family or of the sto.tc , but to ma ,1cal superstitions .---

( for) there 'ras a who'lc region of possi blc needs and desire3 for 
~.RJ. -

which relirion could ad uould do nothi ng' . (op . eit .p . 264 . ) I t. 

• as only i n tho l ater dayo of syncretism that an heatheni~l\
4 

IJ)ly-...,, .... 
.0 1 .:.1 m ·ins compreosed into an imperfect monothois • The diviners 

ere then said to conoult Yahweh out , 1n roalitj , they -rere oven 

then c0nsulti other deities or spirits. A real monothein could 

ne,,er tolerate divination , uhich e.t bottom, as its dir0c t antithes ­

is . Spiri tu.al monotheism a.gatn wnl -~eel han in 1, nd ·1i th rophetism 

and tho latter irtrvduced n revolutioni · ng theory o revelation, 

r1hich invalidated all schemes of divination . Tho great postulate 

of prophctisu was thnt no physic 1 o.n:l. material mccia ~. e neodo 

for God ' s revelation . It is self- evident that this doctrine 

undermi - the very foundation o!" divination . 

A study of the historical nd prophetic rritings ns 1ell 

as of the various leeal codes ,111 clearly demon tr te ho1 mutunlly 

exclusive spiritual monotl1eis nnc divin tory practices really nre 

and hor the latter levit t0s fror.1 the centre of reliu ou ..., tho 1 ht 

in proportion to the fo er ' s rnvitation to1ar sit . Tc L_story 

o divinc.tion in Izra.cl is in a sen se , the hist01"'y of . ts r el r: · on . 



Cl . 

a - Tho IIiotorical t ri tings, 

The hintorioal 1..,i tin s are the truost E. a.uges in doter­

mining tho successive sta es of development in the art of divina.-

tion. 1 ey reflect the actu 1 practices and boliefn of tho day. 

arc o.t t mes permitted to o behind the scenes and nitncsn the 

gredus.l transformation or ola.1 suppression of one or another of the 

divinatory pr ct1ccs an(, nindful of the rcli ious movements of the 

day as o. ressed in contemporancouc prophetic or logal 1ritingo, 

vc can app~--ec te the ce.une. 

I. Judges. 

The oldeot historical riting hich we may consider is 

the Boo: of Judges. .-~hilo the 
oL 

greater part of tho book has suf-

fered lnter r"'~ction, the older stratum can, in most instances be 
41k re dily isti! uished. Tho bool.., ,.,...ipt of later revision a.nd 

f', 
interpretation is undoubtedly pre-prophetic end it may accordin ly 

help to shod lic1t on the proble of divination in pre - pro:'"'._ t-c 

times. The follo1in facts are notewoothy. 

1. Acts of ivination to test the deity or to mal:e sure of 

his presence and co-operation re loo:cd upon wit~ e c~uan_ .. ity. 

(6.17-24;3G-40). 

2. Other forms of divination,c. , . 7 . 4 . 6 , o.ro lo .. :cd upon 

a fully in .. eepinp- 11th the belief in Ya.h 1eh. It is to be o~tccd, 

ho 1ever, that the source from uhich infer a tion or decis·· on s ex­

pected in alrcndy YahJeh , himuclf. 

3. The drca. is ·a true source of rcvcla.t:lon .1hctl c~., it c sent 

by Y h eh or by another aei ty. r.11 Israeli tcs have implicit fe.i th · 

in the ream of the r. idL. nitc ncl in its interpretation. ( 7 .9-15 • 

.:.!.,Spocie.l 1 y v .15: "hnd ,.1he:t. Gideon ho rd tho rccom_tinc of tl c 

dream nd the 1ntcrpretatio 1 thereof, he lmel t, nd ho returned to 

the camp of Israel and. snic~ , rise , for the Lord hn th delivered 

into your hand the hcot of . :idian°.) 



Tho beli er is ;. r n i n th 

,i). '! f?J' /7 > rY, , ... "onoah arrl his ,ife .ho ~istoo1: tt.lo an l for a 

d 1, ,,,-J- 11;:; , ,7 '7--'k?r ( v .16 ), do not ! er o. mom nt do bt 1 is 10· , bu-t .! 

/ as ~ for t h r in°truction . (13.G ~r . ) 

r l y 

s .. Th ◄ phod n T raphim Rr v 1 o upon ~~ 1 itirn te 

ob j ec t n or wors~1p (17 . 5J 8 .27b .here the ~n. o is consicereu , as 

th cause or Isr 1 1 s apo t.aGy c und.oubt 1, o 1 ter· or--1 in ). 

in iv-int on . 

div ination b,/ me ons o tho1:1 we s connid r , ,... t · t _e 6 .... m . e . In act , 

th impl icntior. o. 18 . 5- 6 is wet the vit actu lly consults 

one or ot of thet. n this on.., .,ltr't . ·, ~\ C '-:1. l , 11 "1110 r:.. .. J.g 

of God n. ~,7 ~,"< ;i ..,.\;14--;~~r-.i-1:w_ 

• r., _ e or c le ( i • • Ephor nc. Ur m o.n<\ mhur:un1 ~~ 

is th~ or ~ciel c ns o~ ivin tion , ut it is pro blJ t • t this 
I('.! t uct of lat 1"' ho ...... d . (cf . oore , " J u os" loc . ) 

It i s , ho·1 v r , not 01 t ... y t . t t ~1c ~acl may i v false 

ceptiv a c~vicv 11 0 c. r to serve .t: urpoc o the cl it • 

The ._. lohi t en Y h st !)ocumentc or the Hexa. teuch . 

t or the mor., o"' 1 so rro:1oc~ . 01 c na. turi 0.1. the .,001 

or s t 1e ec. e 1ith • .. hic 1 it 1c.ve 

includ d t lso in our diccucsion c +. ·1 J ~ .... , ... }J documents . 

t O oc ntG mny b tre tee eollcctivol • Thci1,, t h .,ologies re 

on tho .~ol irontic 1 . 

is el :q,r soc int c ollo: ng summary o S:i or: 'no", 4J .. 

(J and ..J ) cvi ce to rd(! t 10 pop lur c ltus ~:1 c;,.t t e o rr- ·!_Jn ly 

( "Genes! " , Intro . L . Int o Grit . Cotl! .. • ) 

earning t.c ttitu c OL t c ut or or~ 

hol ds OC"unll - 00 or to ut 1ors o J .n 

Acts of vination 

• nt 1 '" S co -

;:r CL ct::; c ... 

re 1ntcn od o t est t:. pr - sonco or po ,er o the eity 

is ch 

re co -

der.me • ( ..!..· .1 7 • i7 ).u p co , /-:, , r -

/' 



r• . . 

actertistic o~ divine.tory queetions . 130th 

are convinced that dream re instruj.1cnto of revela. tion. 
Jv 

hi sel ray a.ppoe.1) in a deam (Gen. 20 ...... ,61 21.12 (c.r.v.14); ,..,2 .1 
" • I 

(cf.v. ~) ; 28 .10 ff J ~1.11-1 . ( ~sp. v.13 where tho original read-

ing is re '-'-incd J J/,7 /::J J '( nnc v.24) , ni in night vision (Gen. 

15.1; 4.G .2; Tum. 12 .G.), All thcoe roforencos a.re from E o.nd they 

~110· qui t o an advance over the more r-.nt roponorphic theoph -nios of 

J. The .LCrar,him a.re lool'~ed pon by E, 1 t 1 s true, 1 t .i._ a certE}l;tn 

a.mount or conte pt ( Gen . 31) bl.tit is not at all certain t 1at t1eir 

efficacy ·•10.s doubted or that their employment as instruments of 
I 

divi at on roh1 )1tcd • The Ephod is mentioned neither in J notr ln 

..li . ':lhethcr t, .. is omission is 1ntentiono.1 or accidental cannot be 

determin0d. ~o thcoe facts may be added the follo inga 

Divinntio throu h omen ~r,J is not considerot repre-
, ,, - · 

by J. Joseph practices it (Gen. 44 . 5) and so dcos , 

Le.bo.n . In 101th r case is t1e pra.ct1cec1 censured. Hum . 23.?3, 

i~ 
1 

u-., i n o j1 1" >I J..!7 y ,.::i. v r,J ,v { " doos not belong t o J --~ and. is a later 

interpolo. t on. ( c r. Gray n Iumbc?•s n p . 357 , Int,• Cri t .co . • ) ji1he 

e.r~ic · c • o" tl c practice i s ac ::no·· le ed. 

LX"i.
1 

CJ f.,, lv V V ( 

~ • a theory of prophecy is noteroDthy. It is concurrent 

11th hie concept o thoopho.ny. God speaks to his c1oscn ones in 
......... 

a drea er n1 -ht-vis1on. :'o . r wn.12 . 6 decl res: 

he rten unto my words , if there be a pro)het a.mo 

11 And he said, 

you , I mn ;:e 

mycclf 1~no, un t c im in a vi s ion, in n ro r.1 do I upea.l: unt <1 .. 1 "• 

.Io see in further contr stcd \'!1th the ordinary, t'1oug true, prophet 

in the.t f.a 1··.·ch spcal c unto him cle rl and intelligibly anci not in 

doubtful and m·storious terms , .i.. v.8) 

prophecy is more or less oneirom0 ntic . .. ·· t 1 t is s1 ,nificc t 

the.t, lro dye. hi her thour'h oxccption l tJpc of prophet s 

conceived in the character 01 ":oscs . .:orcover, s_1a anizing as 

a characteristic of the abi 1s acknowledged by :: . (num. 11.25-30) 



The description g1 v JL. of t e p1 o ho tic ;-renz \Thi ch seized t. c 
, 

/."' " 
elders of Israel 1~ 1n no ,a, di•• Miitlffl~ 

(/ ,, rom t1at of the ol d 

iJebiim- _,ullds in tho ay'6 of S!"!. u nd i:l ija.h . .t ef er enc es t o 
I I 

sossion 1 ~ founc ,_lso r11 th .alaam ( ! . 24 . "7 , - , 15 , 16) . 

3 . '.fl1er0 a r e t hr oe iroc t rofo_ enc es in tho Iioxa teuc to
1 

the 
' 

consultat ion of the oracl . 
; 

o. 1d Jo s • D . 14 ) • The f i rst, con lt t: on in i n the ttc:r o f 

le al dicputcs ; tie second, to intorprot a birth- oaen; tho thi~d , 

to l car: th c1opo~ition of the cc_ty in t10 mo.ttor of a~ing e 

treaty 11th nother people . (Tlo deity w s l 1nys consulte 

before a tronty- a~roement , for he was a party tot o cont rac t . 

o . f . I ;, 20 . 33) 'rh, process or method of concultation iQ .tlo 

.1herc indlca tod . ( IT . • 27 .21 , ~1herc tho Ur im are mentioned 

h longs to I . ) I:::1 -Lhc. first instr..nce tho O'.{)ttcu!.ar reoponne is 

~1 ve in rh t.hmic form , s wa. /lcu t~r ry prnc t: ce ar:101.,, m ;.·;y pr 1. :;., _ 

+ivc peoples (c • ''ollhaus n,Eoid. 35) . 

III . Sa el . 

The Boo •0 o_ ~, muol re 11y no mea11.J consistent in tlici1"' atti -

tude tono.r1~ \ v .. natio~1 . his is d c to tL.o 1~ tor roccr s one 

h c_ t .. 1c or1 c;in _1 oct cnts un • e1 1cnt . Of tho ol~or source~ the 

followi m.y ai~ : T 1oy confo .t , i t c .. :i.n , ·~11 t~,. tie ccncral 

tendency of J ,:~. i.ro real he i~ tho direction o' re or .. in 

~1v1n ton n a parent . The hcnothoi ("'t c cor~cop-

tion ·vhic pcrv es thcr! (c • I ca . • 26 . 19) . .1al:on ...,1.1.ch '- :ref0PmD.t on 

l edg0 d to be ~o G (I 3nm . 28.1 ) and ~ho~e fCJCr the author docn 

not for c. moment rloubt . 

Ie w 1 connult otlcr deities . Th aut ...... or C:oos not rebuli:e ...., aul 

The Terap! im , moreover , a1"'e s :tll in t c hcuzo of such a zealous 

ahw st c.s David . (I . Stu • l . 1-:; ff . ) . 

revela.tio!1 o.s oxpr•essod Lhro ,gh drenmo , 

neec.s no ~urthor expos t ul~ tion . 

~10 Author ' c i ea of 

• bi m , ~ o ' in and Ho z 
• 



But t 1ere are 0trikin, evidence~ in the boo ~: s of e. later 

<-go nnrl o .... truer spiritual r.1onothoism . A later hand he_{_ re -

,riGed t!10 st ry of Saul ' c visit to the Yri tch of ·•1ndor . 

it nccecccry to plead this e tonuatin1 circum3tanco in 

~IC finds 
" 

~~lf that the lattor ha removed , urin0 the more peaceful d~.Jr.J 
,. I ,, 

of .. iB rei . , all the J'· and ( I m . 28 . 3 ). His nar: 2 -

I., 

t:l.ve tmpli cs t 1a t _ sinful rrian cannot obtain e.n ans 11er from Gqd . 

1his ts u1 te an important and ac.va.71.ced idea. . Again he sta ,~s 
I 

t.~a t tr-ore re only t 1rec le ri timo. t6 ways of divining, (i . e . f 
cOnrul t~r- Yah ·:eh) ( e) dre rns ( b) sacred lot ( c) prophets . (ibi d 

v . 6 ; v . 15 mates no n~ntion of b) .. ,11110 in 

is stil pre-prophetic , it is important inasmuch as 1t illustrate~ 

t½e tendency to reeard ull other oethoas of divination as illegiti­

But a rta .1.,emont 8Uch as this: 
,· _ .. 

·¥9 'i7 C."Ecbcll:.on ie e tho sin o.,_.. divining , a.nd stubbornness 

11 .. e idol tnry a!:d. Tera.phi m" i Sam. 15.23) is surely prophetic 

or Doutoro~1om_c a.nd tl_e imposin figure of Na than, t ... c p opl:e 

wl o <:'.enounces a _:i 1 ( II .r . . r:i . 12) seems lil:cvrise to be the worJ: 

of e. lo. t e ! and • 

IV . Ki ngs • 

The hand of the prophetic redactor is still ore vioible 

in the Bool:s o f _inge . mhc dream and the prophet ( in the 

older connota. tion of the term are nO\'J the rccor,niz1..,d n:.Jn._..., o i' 

divino.tion . The. boo ... :s no:1here mention the Urim c., r..d Tl:t." .... "! i . and 

no 1herc employ the term 71 /-;, 1 :::l S, f\1/ 1 _ch refers to di vir1a tion by 

means of the sncrcd lot . , 'lboy C:o use , however , tho term 

w .. ich alway ,;:.i implies the consultation of t lG deity t Lro ~~11 tho 

mcdi ur• of proI?het . (cf . I ... ~m . 9 .9; I ~ 1'2- .5; OO 5· ,. 7 A • II p · . . ,.,, , , ...., , - . 
3 . 11; .8; ;:.._ . . 13 , 1 • ct al . ) Tho prcfo1·~oncc for t.i.O OnJ terl':l 

-

/ 

over against tho other io not ccic~ntnl . ho -uthor is inclined 

to loo :11th disfavor upon the use of material objects ir:. f&t:tor.1i nc 

the will of tho divine . Tho Dcutoronor.1ic hand i~ alno noticca le 



~/7JJ? 
. , 

17 .17-) he ( n. ci tion of •• . n.c o .O./' ( II 
,. or the n c., G 

..... I 

/-J' p the Ter a.phim ( 23 . 24) 

tJ nc. , inclircc tly , or ~ tr·olocy ( 2 . • 5) Tho author attri-

but r tJ s ppr scion f illicit ivina.tion to Josiah {Ch .23) 

nc ... b scr tho ct on the uthor-i ty of the newly di C'!coivcrcd Boo! .. 

of 

common i:.r t11 tne at 

e co )t_ons , rt _o:i.~ 1 e is c:uo tine I c: . l'1 . l 0 - 1'1.) • .1. r.1. ~ac , h 

• pro)hcts are . . ~~ - tuo lcgi tirn--- ~ , mcE. ns 01 cli v 1a tion Q ~. 

r Ycle.t on . ':1ho Chronicl - tt • n.t 1 1 ~~ c. a (,h t e c_ n e 

lo. tte •' s ui:n f in connul tinr th,J O • I 

' 
h . 10 .13- 1~) . It 1s significe: -- there as ov;rywhere 

, e C ,roniclcr is px•o_o 1.nc 1 1r _1 c ccd by t .o _ riestl coc • P 

or rather!!) cert ins three 

( ev . 1 • 1; 20 . , 27 . ) , .hile_...±-:1. 

1ctinct injunctions · ~ 

other for c o " i 11 i c t , 

are inv it.)hed a . ino t but once ( 19 . zc) . 

!10 meut1on o ,, in P nd so ht cniclcs re Ji lent "'bvut 1 t. . "'o 

£1so it re ard to ~eraphimo 

.h . re 1 int.,;nn 

r-p ri tt C ~ on tl ... 0is . nd. < •. 1r: J.lP_t,j_on n .J .. )0 gr spc • fro .1 r .. s~, y of 

· ·,~· .I, ·1 .1 .., • J :, :-.::he.~. ~ c n cept of .1.1. . 

nrl un. Yer. , l · , 
- v ., n· o: itn rol ~ o 

ai)OVO all , th .. i, " 1 o·,y v... ,, .l ' OJ.. i.._ev 11 • .... t on nncl nnpir- tio1 

✓Vita. 1 r m i:e t 10 tho mo., • le lent.le nn foe of t!.ll .':'or. s 

1.ion h Cl end n or tl e 1.mi ty d ri lity of Y h·1oh n\ 
~ which sp u 

., 
prosupro~e n rolc.tion ctuco·1 r.l n o.nc Gou. o t her tl an vhC mor 1 one . 



? • 

. c may . : :fely ssumc thn t already in pre-prophetic times, 

cuch forms of di vine. tion 1hich ·,ere fra.nl:ly hoe. thonish were , t""'I .. .., "' "1 
..I(·--- - ., -

by the lous nti-fn-lists of the day. The defeat of nalism 

resulted n the iller,1tim1 ation of its entire cultus 1hich , nn.tur­

ll~,c7rised v rious modes of vnticinationj 

But prophctism cha.llengod not only tho illicit, ant1-Yah­

r1stic system of divination but also, the reco nizotl, official one. 

It endc vorc to cleanse Yo.hwisrn of tho ivinatory superstitions 

1hich had survive ·rom pre-Ce..n nitioh ys nn< from thocc rrhich, 

luence, hnd been incorporated lnto the Yah eh 

cult. The ctrugglo as a long and bitter one, -nd succcnn id not 

al1ays attend the protac;onisto of ethical rnonotloism . 1 or was 

their ultimate victo17 complete. The follo ·1ing outline will hE 1n 

us tc gain an ct .-..-.,KA.to of the important contribution of the 11 terary 

prophets to the c use of anti-vnticin ton. -

1. Amos. 

1. There are no clear references in Amos, pointin to t.c 

fact that he 1a.s opposed oven to the cruder forms of divination 

just as there are no incications that ho was opposed to tho enor­

a.lly prevalent 1mage-worch1p of his <1 ay . (Cf • . arpor, "Amos a.nd 

Zosea' , I J • • c ~I , r·.t. Crit . Comm) . 

2 . .o repudiates, ho1ovor , t e nsinu.nt on that he ic n mom-

ber of the I~bii .- uilds (7.12-15) n of1ncs his concept oi the 

true prophet . This oulc imply that Amos _oes not reco nize mantle 

possession as n true moan~ of revel tion. 

/, 
2 . Hosea. . 

1. Hosea 1s tho first pro het who expressly denies t .o validity 

of the Ephod nnd the ~crnp1im a.s inctrumcntn of consultin the city: 

•or it is many days tL t t c sons of Isr el shall s .i.t still 71thout 

:in n , tLout prince , 'Ii thout s crifico a.n ni thout pillo.r , oi tL-

out ephod and tcra.phim n ( 3 . -1) . Tc verse lends itcelr to a. double 



• 

intcrprctn t ion , but ue re inclined to thinlt that it 1s more 1n 

1 eopin fith the spirit 01 Hosea. to consider his o.ttitude toward 

them s antaconiotic . (Fore. discussion of this verse set Harper 

op.cit.p.223). This opposition to the Ephod nnd Teraphim ,1s fully 
I 

in keepin,.. ,1~h Ho sen I s eneral e. tti tudo towards idolatry. , ( 13 .2 

et passim)/ Hosea. denunciation of rhnbdom ncy ("r.:y people con­

sult their wooden blocks o.nd their staff telleth them the oracl..on 

4.12), may be cho.ractertistic of his attitu e tone.rd all fo~ms 

of rlivi1.etion. 

Isaiah. I , 

It remained for Isaiah to irect the full force of his 
I 

po erful inif.c t ·_, _ a a.inst divination. Ho a ttributoD God I a 
' 

abandonment of I srael to the re.ct: (JAfl\!/)9.:, p•JJYf lJ'fl(J /,YSJ!J,,..-9 

I '.r ' I 

.6). ~e first he.1·1'""'-11~ ...... he ve~se i's obscure. As 1 t reads it 

lacks an object. ,.. 

The two ,, and J usua.11 o to , thor . cf. t. 18 .10; 14. ( For 

L.osemi e.mon the Philis ti tos, cf. I e.rn.G .2 V I or a consido 

of this verse see Gray, "Isaiah", p . 52 1ff J Isaiah , in a:tJt.r1bu­

ion 

t1n thezc practices tot o Philisti~es , i~ daubs them as heathen--
ish. people believed in the :osern nn Is ia.h rams'" em that 

the time will come ·.hen Yah\'!C uill remove him, on ilhorn the roly 

so much, from their nidst, ( 3 . 2) . [tis to bo inferred from the 

crse that the ·oGom 
. . 
the esteem of tho people s the sho ~et and nabi and tat belief 

in tlivin tion ,ent h nc in hl'nc ri th fv.1 th in 1c. ("the sl ille 
\ 

in mafl'iC arto ~nc t e expert in ch rm.,"v.3)) Is iah, a ain , is 

the first prophet to denounce all forms o necromancy . The denuncia 

tion occurs f rst in a Zr r.ient . ( 8 .19) 'And ·rhcn they sny unto 

you, consult the Oboth and Yidd ' honir.i that c 1irp and tru::.t murmur , 

{yo nhnll ~e..y to hem) should not n people consult its God? on 

be 1 lf of the l ving ( shoul ,~ :her consult) tho dead:" ( the rco.d-

in is proble. tic) . Isaiah 19.3 states that tho : yptianc, in 



• 

confusion, 1111 consult the Ittim, the Oboth and Y1dd 1 onim, 

thereby "scribi11 to this practice also a heathenish origin. It 

, hovever, 1hether tho passa o can claim Ise anic auth­

undoubt.cd reference to necromancy •rh ch 1 s bound 

up wfth the belief in the spirits of the nether world in the follow­

in ords of Isaiah. "Bee u~e ye hat~ said, 1e have entered into 

a. covenant ~11 t den th , and ui th the nether world have e m de an 

agreement----- Tlorofore thus hath no.id the Lord ~ternal ----

Yow~ covenant 11th death shnll be annulled, and your agreement 

Ghall not have permancnce----"(2 .15-18.) 

.acah is even mo e pungent than Isai h in his ttacl- on 

the rosemim, and stronger than Iosea. in his contempt or the .ozim. 
• 

He dra s a sharp a.nd clear distinction et eo1 tho and the+ ue 

prophet or Yahweh: "Thuo has "'nhweh o d conccrni the prophets 

who load my people astray, ho rhen they bite ,1th their teeth 

preach pee.co but if one puts not into their mouths they c-1.ecll'.re 

war a ainst him. Therefore, it 1~11 be night for you rit1out 

vision r,,T rr 11) nd darkness for you •• ithout d.ivinationr(-7 ° j7,,) 

('7. r-r n ,7 ) 
\ I '- / And the see 111 be nshamed and the diviners 

11 o n i7 will blush o.nd they ·rill cover the upper lip, a.11 of 

them, bee uae there is no nsu r from God. But I am filled 

th mi ht in that I am roused by tho spirit of God, the opirit 

of justice and of oornl po;er. So th t I ce.n tell Jo.cob his 

trans )ression, I sro.cl his sin ." { 3 .5-t""\) . 1''hile he doeG not openly 

atto.c: t c priestly or clc, doubt as to its v lidity is implied 

in hio ace' sa ion that the priests mnnipul te it for sor 1 rcasonc. 

T10 cct of the :cb11m is c llcd ( 1 1 a ) . 1 -1 call 

join Is _nl. . n condemninn; t 1e 1:1~011.oni .._1 nnd all li:inds of ma ico.1 

practice . (5. 1). 

5o Zephaniah. 

A ·r ord concorning Zcphc.ni f.• .• Tle pro~hct's invccti~ 



'ili . 

gainst the 'f orship of heavenly 00, 1.i, ~· ( 1.5) ,o. pro.ctice uitc 
, 

prevalent in Isro.el (II .- . 21.'7 ,G,21; 2'> .5,18 ; ct e.l), un oubtoc ly 

included n a tt c _: on astrolocY • The recognition of st1~a.1 (,4.ci ties 

a nd sto.r-l"'l'e.zin ·or pur1>osen of divina.tion go hand in ha.n • 

inoreoue~ • three. to s with God's dire punishment all who o not seclr 

God ,7/17 1 ./1 ,i ·/'1/.f', . >.!~ o.nd \,ho do not conoul t him. ,(,, \/7.J 1 '< f I v .6) 
.. ,,- ! 

6. Jeremiah. 

In Jeremiah, the movement a .a.inst nll fo :pmo of 1111c1 t 
I 

a.o ·.1c 11 :.-· <" or l:t c t 0 'f official di v1na tion roe.cheat 1 ts crest. 

Jeroffiiah's is tho fullest expression of the true prophet on the 

subject of divination. It oes without , ayinr, that he is bitterly 

opposed to pPactices unmisto. ·ably hcathe IIe tal .. ea occasion to 
• • ' ~I ' 

decry the fJ' J JI Y P nlon 1th the n~.9 \JI .9 ) He denounces 

those who worship the heavenly bodies nd those that consult the 

"And they sho.11 spread them out bcf:ore the sun, ani the moon, and 

all t 1e host of heaven, 1h1ch they hav loved, nd which they have 

s .... ._, "'(;; < ~1 after which they h ve wallced, and l hich they h ve con-
1 r 

sulte<i 0-1~·2.1 Jlf,v / and to which they he.ve prostrated. ther:isclves. 
' . 

(8.2.see also 7.18;19.13;44.17-25). Age.in in 10.2, Jeremiah urges 

the people not to follo t.e custom of the heathens and be a.fr id 

of heavenly c1gns or porte1ts. 

ut it is against the official fo~mo of divination that 

t c sharpest barb s OJ. the prophet's re.th a.re aimod. Jeremiah, 

in more thm1 one sermon, clearly defines the nature of tho true 

prophet. r"cstatic frenzy o.nd poss ·asion re not the co~omita.nts 

o true revelation. "Therefore, behold, I am o.gainst to prophets, 

saith t tC L Or , that otoal my 1ords every one from his eighbor----

a.re J.alsc 

the use o: 

Guch prophets 

v .1 , ~l 25 ct po.snim.) Jeremiah even obj ·cts to 
I 

as des_ no. tine God I o rovcla. tion to man. ( vv "."3-40) • 

The 1ord ca.r:r i ... :11th 1 t the implic tion of the metho<l 1Y 1ich 

the frenzied nabi would obt i n tho oracle) oremiah clo.sscs these 
I 



' 

71 . 

J romio.h is t o first prophot T1ho defin1 tcly denies the 

pon:35.b· litJ o::· d:. am 1"levolations. "Tho prophet tho.t ha.th hv.d a 

dre r , 1 t him relate his dream, nd he that 1 th received my 

word, l 0t him cpcal~ my word of truth; hat hath the ch ff to do 

i th the corn. ao.i th tL.e Lord0 • ( 23 .28) Tho dre is chaff in 

comparison ·,i th God's t::..,ue revelation. An(l or,ain: "I h ve heard 

what tho pr•ophets thn t prophesied f'e.lsely in my name have said: I 

I h e ho.d a dreaml« (v.25), Jer• 27 .9 is 

.Pf interest in smuch a.a it enumerates the entire 11st of iviners ._, 

rhich Jeremiah denounced s false. "But yo-• ( o ye not ar.en 

to you-r pro hetc l} ..J ,,,:t:J nd t.o your di vinern IJ-:J'/J 017 nd to yot~ 

dreamers p? tAJ~ ~ and to yo · soothsayers fJ.J ' JJV nncl to yct.r 

sorcerers 

It is evident that Jeremiah onios not a.lone cortain arms 

of divination, but divination per ce. ,. 1th tho hi 00hest possible 

conc ·~~-'~:i c, 1 of man• s sp1r1 tue.l rolo. t on to Goe , tho idea. of d_ vine.-

tion 1~ robbed of all content. "' .. an cnnnot and docs not fathom 

the 1nscruta lo 1111 of the deity . irian ca:nnot ain infer. ation 

from the deity on all mat c.r's in ,hich he is interested. It is 

' only in t.ho moral life tho.t .o.n , see ring tc. rlse ever higher on 

t o ~pir tuo.l pla.ne , may be so.id to hold c onv or... i th tho c ei tJ, 
, 

an to div nc its will y ondeavori1 to realize the mornl 1 enls 

in life. hi~ attitude is the na tur 1 nd 1ncvi table p1 ... oduct o_ 

prophotl,.. .,,of on ethical o:r· spir1 tual monotheism. 

7. Ezel:iel . 

~zokiel , of course, has little to add to the thorough-

oin view of Jeremiah. The latter .f~iled, ho ever, as he ha 

failed in so many other instances, in impressing his view in the 

popular belief of the day; and ~zclicl h d practically the same 

• conditions to contend ·,1th as he.d Jeremiah. 
vvt... 

The Lozi• nd the 

" 
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.:osem r;i, u 10 • a._ ade unccr the nomenclature of l · ebiir.i c )mo in for 

I 

a 11 ... . o on ~ze2::to-.' c gen,Jre.l condemn .t i. on of tdol try and super-
/ 

stitiou· .,1 .. fo c.nd pra<.) ic • (12 . 2_;13 passi.1, 3t al). ::z :!.cl, 

mo ... eovcr, mp 1a· .. iz .s this t- ought; viz. that 10 nc ho is in an.l 

way te.intoc 1 t' 1 oln try has a right to consult Yo.hii eh or ret?.y 

nt1cir,n.tc a res onHc from Lim: • ~on or man~ these men have se-~ 

up their i olo in c,hcir heart , and the stumbling bloc 1: ox the-1" 

in.i.uity lnvc they pl -cod 1 efore their facesJ $hall I in any wino 
It 

let ro~rc:- e].f G c0t.~ltl t.., "'y th~m. rr Oil$" 0-, 7 ).1 \b 1, Ni7 14 . 3 cf .lso 

vv •. _: -11 1 • • ,Vt:: .. 1 i r1. t ... c r1inrl of i..lzel-iel , c; eol is c. reaJ m over 
\ 

whic' lnh.1chhas 1 ittle po or . (26 . 19 - 21) . •• I~ is not o be 

wondered , tLe .i. 1 t _a.t n cromency as one of the most tenacious ., 

superstit1ors 11 ancient 1sr~c 1. It 1s noteworthy that most ot 

tho _ iblical refer· ·ncoA t.o t.he nether- world and 1 ts inhnbi tants 

aro nx11ic or post- ex111c . The belief must have received power-

ful impetus in Babyl onia and this may occount for P ' s strenuous 

opposit o v. to necromancy . 

That the conflict ffo.s still l'a. ling in exi ic nnd po ·t­

exilic ti~es may be deducod from a. perusal o the pages of some 

of the later prophets . Dcutero- Is 1h declares : God "frustrates 

the t ol ans of the diviners ( reac1 O , ? f- Be.byl . baru, or CJ ,-, .1 ) .. -
,,. 

d com set.. the 1:os(jn in but :A: lrillc 1 t 10 word o his servant and 
.. -performct. the counsel of his oesscngerG 11

• ( 4~ . 2J- 2G ) . re derides 

the entire school of a.bylonian diviners : "mhou a.r· ,eariod in 

tho multitude of thy counsels . Let no1 the ast:rologcr's (n '/? \b ,,~» 

er. cupro. , "astrology . ) o.nd star- r,e.zers(,1•::iJh~ n,-,,r,,7) d the 

monthl"· pi ognostica tors ,\!/7 n $ O' .,J ,7 JJI} ) stnn up .,_pc. save thee 

from the things th t .re to come over t e" . ( 47 . 13) . 

_'he author of Is . 58 . 2 sup )lcmentc tl c vie 

e reseed b Ezc·:· cl by ins_stinM th t t c oro.11 

ri ht to co sult od . "Yet 0 
thoy ever see.1.: 

rcvlously 

rit h vo no 

' do.y 

by my rayr, do they al1ays desi re : a s ation 
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In dwelling upon the subject or sacred wells nd the 

urviva.l .of heathenish rites .. ong the i.ioh mmedans, Goldziher 

narrs.t.es the :f'ollowin : "Boi einer der (.uellen macht eine 

ier- rin ein • rannen:rouer, lH.sst de.r1n einigo I ' rnor ·~. eihrauch 

oder Benzofn mistern, don De.mp! muss die den Ze.uber vcr nste.ltenc e 

Person einnthmcn; dann werden die mitgebrachten Hilllner geschla.chtet . 
c.. 

U!'ld ln don 3 nd gcschleudort. ' cnn die noch lebend sch fort-

schloppcndon Hilhner dns .~eer orreichcn, wird dies a.ls gtinstigos 

r,men rllr die Er.L Ulluug des Viunohea, dem das Opfer gilt, bctr chtet.J 

dor Genius hat das Opfer wohlgerMllig ngonommen. 3"crben e.ber 

<lie Hl\hnor aur dem Sande und .::8nnon • ch nicht mehr bis zum .:ecre 

ortbewegen, so vcrsucht man ie Ccremonio von neucm, der Genius 

1lt lso nicht bosl~tigt" ( ,luham.rnod 11 ache ~tudion, p.3_7). 

To Page 2 5 

The pronouncing o:.i; tho nnm~ of t10 deity e .. ossen-

tial part f the ceremony. 

to do the biaclil ,. 01 the, 10 

The c ct ty r~s, in ..... :3engc, constr inod 

p,t.,or, one ~ !!1 s n K, wtto pronounced. 

( On the impor)t _: o of' this act, i.e. )r onouncing the h1 den 11 . e 

..,. th • .J,. 0... C <· CJ. ..,y 1 :5 CJl1 orers .nd L.l G:iCi ns, 0 0 

iedemann. . . l el. or The A..rici0rJ.t, Eg~pti Es, p . 269 • 

To Pag6 54 

It is very 1ntorcstinc to note that the title .t\o'oh as 

nppliod to the Egyptian priests as ,ell. nAt Heliopolis", re . r.:s 

1"1ec ... o .nn ( op.cit. p .10), "tho hoac: of the colJ o of priests . s 

_:no n by the title of tho " Gro ... t Seer" ( 

One o Seeings") " . 

tr nsl tion, 1'Grc t 
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