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HOW CAN THE CO 
~ 

D SOCIAL LIFE 13E vAD TO _ELP? 

Rabbi A.H. Silver, , eeling, W. Va. 

The theme of our symposium, "How can the personal side of 

religion be cult vated in the Jewish ch ld", assumes that Jewish life 

and by that we mean the sum total of our spiritual experiences and 

their ph~rsical manifes ~ tations in conduct, is the one most directly 
. cl ~ 

cP~, con- uf ive to religious idealism. Else the theme ould not have been 

restr~cted to the religious cultivation of the Jewish child. 

Assuming, then, the supremacy of Jewish life as a pedagogic 

agency in the development of the relig~ous character to be an axiomatic 

truth, it behooves us to give careful cons dera ion to the cbrnmunal 
~ in so far 

and social phases of JiwieL 11:f'e as they are determinants in religious 

education. 

It appears to me that in modern Jewish pedagogy lnRuffi-
~ 

cient emphasis has been placed • the didactic value of communal 

life .. e have accentuated the inf uences of the home, the church 

and the school, but J':AJ:~ve, in a sense, ignore the importance of 

communal life as a~ in religiou education. 

Religious enthusiasm is born of the social grou, is nurtured 

by it and is , in turn, made to function in it. The group and not the 

nsti tu tion, be it home, church or school, is the iavidual or the ~-
f~lGR head of religious nsp ration. Religious ideals are the 

~ 
psychic reactions .C the spiritual experiences of the gro~p and 

'if' mornlity is the rythmic echoe of group life. The home, the church 

and the school made be regarded as so many 



-2-

hich the mighty waters of rel gious entiment born of grou 1 fe 

plunge to turn the wheels of personal emot on and to generate spir ual 

power in the individual, bu the relig ous sent ment itself belongs 

tot at vast and mysterious ocean of social experience. The horn ~, the 

church and the school draw their vital force from that my tic ent ty, 
C. 

all-inclusive and transcendent, which we call the f ommuni y. o 

one of these institutions com~letely exhaus\~ the spir ual contents 

of communal 1 fe. or do the three of them combined. The comruurii Ly 

is greater han the-~ of its parts, 

someth ng more than the Jewish synagogue. 
wi1h llAflr-oL 

syn~us ~ Kene eth ~ l. 

Communal and soc al life i 

The Jewish co:nmun t is 
,t, K • 

e Beth t a• eneseth is not 

reat fac~or in relig ous 

education. Ethics has been defi.ned as a science of relat ons . The 

infinite possibilities for establishing relations wh ch the cummun ty 
~~A~

arrords makes it a supreme ethical agency and ~ a religious agency~ 

for t is through ethical conduc that religious er:1ot ons are created. 

The pedagog c pri c ple of learning by doing holds good in religious 

education as ¼ell. The highest spiritual emotions are called into 

being by the highest ethical practices, habitual thou h these may be. 

The relation of ethics o religion is a cau al one. The act is the 
\ ' {),-open sesame to vast treasure-c• ves of spiritual emotions. ':Chi fw t 

.}Jr+ t~ ~"ing habl tual or unconsd:ious = ,111t 01lU ta lib agiflf!s t 
l.2.~~t 

ts usefulness as an emotional st mulus. "It is this primit ve 
" stratum of habits", remarks. r. Hall , "which pri cipally determ·nes 

our deepest beliefs to which men revert in mature years from you hful 

vagaries" . This rimi ive stratum of habits is hat the social group 
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supplies. That the e ish social group ~ such a stratum 

but of a characteristic formation has been conceded at the ou set. 

It remains therefore for th~ni y to cast the soul of the child 
~ 

into this WQP1~ of habits in order to enable the ch ld on maturity 
~ 

to function beneficially in QOma¥J1t ~ 1 life. 

Dur·ng the pre-adolescent stages of the child's ].i.fe hici 

work is best performed by the home, the school, and in a sense, by 

the church. The needs of the child are then personal, self-centered 

and material. The body and the senses are n urgent need of develop

ment and the home and the school can best an er this need. The 

community plays its chief role in tha period of social awakening 

i the child which we call adolesce .ce. 

It _as been truly said that r ng adolescence the life 

bf the mere individual ceases and the life of th . race beg ns. dolescenc 
~ 
mBi1e s the birth of altruistic sentimen:;: an~iritual cravings n the I 
youth• MFi&i g :hos A olescence wi tnes ~ "physiolog cal second-birth" 

but a spiritual re-birth as well. The selfish instincts which are 

normal to ttle pre-adolescent ch.ld are shed and the soul of the ch ld 

becomes swathed in social ideals as in an element. Adolescence is 

the "gang-age", the age of loyalties and devotions, of l ongings and 

aspirat ons , of love and o self-sacrifices. The community can 1 

sieze upon tha:e group-instincts which have now come to light in the 

child's 1 fe and direct them into soc ally sympathttic channels. It 

can utilize these driving passions of outh as pedagogic material. 

It is at this age in the life of the Jewish child that 

the Je ish community must step in. If the Je ish community possesses 

certain social traditions ich are uniquel its own and it is agreed 
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~ 
that t does possess ~tk, this ls the time when they must be 

transmitted to the ris ng eneration. Jhl~ when loyal y 
~ «-to the Je ish community-and group loyaltypis a prerequis te of rel1g1o• 

dcvotionl to its ideals and love for its tradi ons can e in ulcated j 

for the nstincts of ~ loyal y, devot on and love are already in 

the child, and requ re but proper d rec ti on. Thi is the t me v: en 

that intensely real though intangible som th ng wh ch we call the 

Je isb spirit or the historic Je ish consciousness can be brought o 

play ir: the cnild' s life-2! ~ 
-~-----~ n the interests, the ent usiasms1 the needs and the 

aspirations of our people C'° be ma et e my ic threads hich g ve 

distinction to _e soul texture of • In a word th sis the 

t e hen the religious~ can be r al zed. 

Je ish community life must, for that reason, be preserved 
~ 

and energyze -. its native soil in Palest~·ne Je ish life and the 
,.,.,, ~ !; fl 

Je ish ;.zmuni ~gpen bt;;;p: a ail 1th bu few !\except ons, as nev:r in ftlUVl 

danger f extinction. Geogra hie 1°olation, natinnal interest~ and 
e,_ 

asp rations, histor( al associations, a common tongue and a common 

fortune, dest n and purpose safe guarded the in tegr ty of 8QPlll)JJraCri,,e 

life. In the ll{;_r .h sical barriers
1
~-walls and civil 

d sab111 ies helped to preserve the idPntity of tile'" Jewish 1 fe. 

But with the da of the ne day of soc al and political equality 

Je i h communal life 1-.ilJ suffered exceed ngly and the process of 

denudi .., it of all contents ?!Jf;am/ r,·/.,•<~ has continued i th 

Wa•M-·"ttt to our own day. The externaf physical agencies for 

centuries encom assed and protected the Je ish 
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destroyed. It remair..s for us now to intensify t e 'vi--rl\..VL. spiritual 
t C., t,1 C n, 

agencies if we ish it to be preserved. Out of the 1 finite spiri ual 

resources of our people, out of its dreams and its visions, out 

of its faith and its fancy , out of its art and its litera ure , out 
/t. ~ 

of its prayers and ts songs , our of its la and its l ot e wee must 

build a mi gh t y fortress around the sp rit of our people, a fortress 

which will w thstand the ons laughts oft me. 

To this end it behooves us whose chief task and nterest i 
~ 

t _e preser vation and the perpetua of this spirit not to re~a n 

religious aristocrats and theologic : now-notL ngs look ng with ~ 

upon all movements in Jewish life wh ch do not directly and lmme-
fl/l. 

diately emanate from the temple f s a ogu. e must realize that 

there are certain cultural movements among our people which while they,-
tn{L 

like a tangent iGFl h the circumference of the synagogue at someApoint , 

do nevertheless possess a vision and an extension o the r own . Rlind 

indeed is he ho in a s piri of theologic ntolerance would ~ 

these ev dences of the inner strivings and ag tations of the soul 

of our people. It is not the logical soundness of these new tendencies 

and movements hich should recommend them. Ra her sit their 

functional value as spiritual and emoti o al dynamics that render them 

of value t o us. These movements be they 

~~ & 
~.in-t~ , Ponai~nee of -WIPe e brew o·· - -• _,u,....; v.J. ~ 
esthetic 1Mrv6ll£eftt hich is fi• 

~~~ /JJt~vtf"' ~~ , 
c0,1-. 
a. _idd ... sh iterature , the 

~ 
expression in ;pev, sh art , 

these movements and others , I say , are valuable n so far as the 

ntens fy Je ish communal life , charge it ith ne energy and thrill 

it ith ne pur oses . They should be elcomed as so many ore dixes 
l 

aga·nst the zw~'-H-1~~ tides of ass m la on . All these movement s 
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and tendencies, al 1 the e loyal ties and asp ra tlons can rema n 

d"scordant t sympathy and olerance 

be elded into a great spiritual symphony. 

For the 1. fe of the Je sh child to be ominated by~ 

character1st cally Jewish m~for our unique 
0

av of 

the or1£ o become part of the spirit al make-up of the child, 

it is of pr me importance to vitalize our comm nal life, to stir its 

germinant forces and to focus them all upon t~e rel gious devclopmen 

of the child. 
~~ 

There arefn ex stenc n any of our commun· ies soc al 

agenc es which v·h le they receive their inspiration fron the synagogue 

are yet d stinct from it. The f ommg i y ~ 01 e can become of 

tr~rendous influence n the life of the J sh boy and g rl. It can 

serve as a clearing-house for Je rish religious entimen and it is 

with real satisfact~on that e note its grown~ popu~~m• 

lub:, and organ zations of Jew sh~ lid J.re-al;o 
~ 

salut, ~r agencies for the cultural solidarity of our people. ey 

make for Jewis ch•lracter an manahood by stim ating Jewish in erest 

and loyalty. For t.e sake of enhanc ng the utility and influence 

of these ch ldren organizations we wou d suggest the federat on of 

all local clubs of uniform pur ose and program into national organiza

tions after the fashion of the many non-Jewish national ch ldre~ 
l \ I I 

organizations such as the "Capta ns of Ten", the ands of .ercy , 
''C v-vi1' 11 '' t c_ C , O " 

the emal~ ~en of America and the Princely ~n ghts of , haracter Ct.<)t--\1... 

The benefits ~ be derived fr~m such national Jewish organizations are 

many. In the first place they make the ind vidual child consci~us 

of'-t,+te~~:.:t.:;::t;d::xa:~Ae--+s=:::a:=:me!ffl'tm!!lllll!~a grea Je ish corn.mun ty and 

\/)L 1r·~ 
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J ~t~ 
fi~ia- allegiance o a ~ people. ~ / /exertl the plend d grou 

influences upon hi:,~ove all hey fac'nate and attract 1:, you 

lfiis attwactiveness can 

nationa organ zations 
vJ ·, (. 

~~ 
be~ed by Kl!IMBa,m~k endowing these 

ith ~ix~ ~ A characterist1c,A-

of fratern ti es sueh eis- symbols and ceremonies, regalia and paraphenalia 

initla~ rites and pledges,things which appeal so strongly to 
(),._ 

imt ~inat on of the adolescent youth. 

A wee,.{ly aper for Je i sh children modelled after the very 
' 

lo 
popular national school paper "Current Events" a, in my o inion, a 

great ~A~~~- It would help to inform the ch ld concerning ~.----

events and - happenings in the Je ish orld everywhere. It woul 

stimulate his interest in the contempe eous 1 feJ.. his peep e and 
~ ko(. (\ 

~0 weirld , in general, stren then his bond of spit,1 tual union max 
with un versal Israel. 

:whl eh 
This is a consummation - devoutly to be prayed for. It • s 

pathetic,almost tragic, to note how little the modern Je born and 

. and raised in a small or even n a large c ty, tra ned in our religious 

schools and instruc ed in our Tem les really is cognizant of the 
L , 

problems and perplexities of the great mass s of ~ peo~le . 

careful survey of the field many other 

agencies hich can be made to con ribute to the cause of a 

effective Jewish communal life. It ~ not my~ noD is it 

r,,.,, ~An m" po er to d scover and de tne them all. I am but endeavoring to 

vt~ 
~ nd 

emphasize the importance of the Je ish community as a factor in Je ish 

religious educat on. It is the rinciple ahat I have attempted to 

stress; as for its implication;and the methods to be employed in its 

J 
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appl cation the su~gestion of Hillel'Y 'J 1'1 

,, 




