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·r . m'. ,.J • 

he prac icnl m~n - ~ ra :ed 

.~en hnve 1eakncss for c ch- words . Frt uentl I thL., we, . es~ o -

comes an ooses~·iion • Ccitch - 1.10rris r I't"' S .f t r vnl V S for confused i,hi k-

• men hav n I the power or ,he co 'r ag I o r. fi l. , 1al ze 

, d s~ rs .m:)tize 4-heir passion - ri~d n hourhts he r se k r fuge in 

c ~t,ch - vror s . Catch -uor s <- re convcnj enc s : l e: · r elie 'Je ·ou of he 

necessity for ov,icul thi ki g an cone'.'.j s e t, arr;uw t rtion . l·.hen yo 

are driven o he wall b.: f ormiciable lot ic 1 0:1 1 0. , n s , juc:-t ~hu •ou 

e_res and in cte, o sonorcus solemnity utte? · , our f· vori c catch- v ore , n 

yo r oD,onen will scut lt off in de~pair. 

Catch-uo rls h·ve e nouf'. truth in them to . ko .h at ,ra i ve 

an~ enou~h fclsehood tom k .he n~crou . ~he fTain o~ ruth that is 

in a c: tch- word j s sur ace t1·uth t1pnarent to 11 . r; he bu:3hels of r~1 e -

hoed is under ;round dis m,de ·is~ble o the earchin • e'~s of h· 

cri i c,:l only . 

Cathh- words ll : at o t c1 (m·1n 1 s, m, kc.rs) of ruth· 

worst 0 istor+j ons . ( tch-wor .s c:-rc he blurre1 , faded jn istir ct 

minic1 ,ur of ,ru h , or re thcr he broad , ½l a :mt cc1ricatur~s of it,. 

Catch-wore s ai .hes ock- in- trc1~e 0f demabOL-U s , he cooin (coins) 

of nett:· in1 s , the '"'"ls f knaves P.nd thE. p"bulum of XX fo"l • 

C t.ch- worrls ... e s or - cuts o riell 1 

every are h:-,s i s own lj i,le CAtch-worr. and itti own lit le slo n . 

,.oun11 it revol·-1e tht confuse. mng1:ot. br · ins of the -1,, • 
vlrr.e • hc,.r fl , er 

1 ounn i like MO hs c~Ou.nct a flame • f ·ou w.::n - ., ,o unr ·rst nd h- lif e 

.'he la ' ter h~·lf of the ei ·hteen h cen ,ur en hron the slog2n 

tt b:-ck to na ure' • n men prostr· ci he:-nselvcs before it t1nd ri; .e 

oocisn cec to it . It cont·ined a ain < ruth , to b urc . t was an 

~')peal o return front rtifi lities o he c1ce o he irnplic;i 



wh lesor1esness of tl L n tur~,1 . 9u it brou ·h. in ..:.. s :.._ lre a i u~hel o!'"' 

f lsehonds . It came ,o 'lea. c d·· s 1ar ~e:i.e t of c.i vilizc tion, n c1cnial 

of cul ure , r reiuta inn of all he nobl id~ ls of hu.1 ni . It Hn , 

moreov(.r , :round .d in a fc1l '·e ..; oncep ion of )ri rti i -v life • nf in • fa se 

reacin of history . 

Th . Frt: nch • e:v0lutirn ented i c. perturbc , , O"" siorrnt, mind - a 

inherent in 1 hem W<'S hL chc?ll ~n( tJfX:( nrincinl~) c nr1 the er , f or morE-. 
'e~ocr&tic o ior uni jes . ut. t c i .,.nnrance }SI r nr~ er or Encl is i 0us -

nE:.ss whichX these c~ .ch- word loun d were :rriblu . Li ~r ~ 

it so ence . Frc. erni ~' a i mise for ar 'OE nee. . • hrt a miser bl m~cula -

on of sRn jt,j ·s t r.hat a ban.:1 blo ..;hin·; of hol'rwr; ~ 

mh er? of th ::..ndust.ri, 1 r ~ voluti ri. oo - ouf;ht to pt.:r 1::t uat its 

in or e~.t s i n cl slor:an : 11 laissez- f2ir,_tt . " ..,.c t i t a l on 11 • o not ry o 

rf,p;ula 8 or hanp( r it . Le he ·o 1en :1r1ent k- i;:jP its hc.·nr s oJf c• ll will 

bu 1, ell . 

applicc tion of democracy to industr • rr h inde en e.ce of capi al from 

f ucl"l con .rol . The frc don nf 1 .:1 [lffiDt:rcd expc rn.:inn in ;. ll <iir·L ct .:. nns . 
were 

', at D. he IX ~mnv f: lsehoo-1s harbo1~ed bv this ,n t.chuorrl : +he irres -
u ~ 

a stn e . mh · u,ocr~~ of wealth ; he is -

f ~()Ci<'l u lfart. ; he uborr.'i. "tion of rll oci 1 ims to cco. o-

• 1 ic roductinn . ..... n a word , r r1p·~nt , ir1csoonsi )le in ivi•1u.:ilism . 

urj_nf' he ~econr. h .1lf nf he ni n .tecnth cen ury n nL.W crtch-

wor~ p.,s from M' OU h 0 "ll+ h r.._ hterin• l"'lO, lc!ltum HS i w nt . It 
' - , 

w s olu i n . I shook 1ht ve f unrlat·nns of the world . s~ruck 

j n ► lind "ur , . vc , dcpRrt of hum n ljfe . ts mcasur of 

veri ;7 was r men 1ous ; Teater b~y fm- th ' 1 th;:1t whi ch i • coffil'11011l • con-

• i ct in c t.ch- wor ~s . ! olu i n SQelt +.he doom of sunernc turalis 1. It 
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CPlle for R r vjsion of histm~, r cli~jon and r ~s . Tt shifted he 

centre of humnn j nt prr st fr(')m f·1cts anrl events o te 1dencies and j_nfluences , 

<' th xt l t t • + 1 ~ 'OPl I e e ,, rn-:i_ () '• e ln vern; ' an it e·· cblisht:d he )rirna~ of lif~ 

o 1er j_nstutions . .. ut of t hi:: evj ls • n ~ errors r. d f· lsehoodti it 

XM DX o acc,...unt for r2nk m.iteri ~) l i m, for the 

negation of ~11 the niceties of l:ife . vnlution becrm ') .h I r,, ce) of 

C/ni8:i.·,m , ,he exc· so for brut;.li ty, selfishn ~C's and exploi atj n . s-

.)eciall id • h ..- t c '."tel wor 1, l>'lX!X the 01 fsp·,:...n~ of "volu.tion - 11 survi V['l 

of h fittest" , pl~y hPvoc w:ith tl-ic world . ~ ~rt:n • &s a cientific 

ex:)l n ion of volution it uo-J.nd U0 as a br<1zen- fc.Ct d justifi~ati of 
r't: niPl 

S'Jecial )ri vclege and '1S 2 M ill~ of the virtue of love aw~ in 

lift.: . It b · acme the fl;.iunted bor st of ever · sconr rlrel who w nkt:11 .. 

rou,Yhshorl over the hc ~rts ln~ of hE. m9k • nd the nforturn.te . It M 

bec_::)me of late the ps~ud o-..:ci ntific j st :i • • :-ti nn of nc.t:. one: 1 crir1es 

'"'ur m n .. e h· I s :i sol, red a most u uholeso;1e weaknesb for just 

such c tch- wor0s, sln ,;.ns a n,~ rio +,oc.s . ·,erily , i h::s bc.coMe cin obsesss~ on . 

1:'e reci e theJ11 ns fai h:'ull , as ,.. t..Chanicall T , 'lS stun~ ly ~s He r ►_cite 

our creE.0s . 

he fc.:.vorite cc:tchwor MI e111.plazrmed on hE: banners of O..u' nation:. 1.. 

J :i fc + o •l 3, ~ ar '- "P r1ce with honor" an II ef.fi iciency11 , "be pr2ctic ,:i l'' and 

such l:i ke . ,...hey all possess t.h;lt eli cious vc.,euenesC' nnd in efj niteness 

wh1ch rcnrer th m sn c nvenj nt in ar~un1cn1-., i on . "'he are so r!iscrm-

cer ,ing to th, o,~on ·nt. . ~hey hint , t so riuch and say so l;ttlc . 
in thi ... 

mo the p:•cifist who reods Wl the miserc ble ~ 

failure of the polic 0f nc ionn.l ; rrnam , t , nc~ who 1/hementl rlt. cries 

ui cr5 n : r et nrt 

sird lur f c.tef ,l :Jolic:r i.n our O',ln coun ry ' he be 

in a catch-worrl is lfrled back - 11 ne, ce Ii th honor" . 

Tl-ie acifis is stunned . He f;.1ces i th.· t catch- 110 d th6 conce. ra ed 



, ss:mce of unre soning pre ju •ice [-,.nd S L..ne ·sttti0n p2.w_; h fervor of 

pm·ti 1 truth . !:enceforth all his logic and rea oni e will bred: in 

helpless age u~on ~ he immoveable: rock of he catch- word . 

ffci~nc on ll which is nm, pns in{; ;libl:, .from n outh to 

--10uth bt-g:- n its exalted careGr as ;i~ olain, honl.,st helo to orob -

le , s of ac'"llinis rA i n . mhc administr;:, ion of hum •n ins i u ions , 

~nr.uc-t. '-P-il , pnlitic'll }OU{ or what not , nee erl a little : tif en_nf~ ' nd 

t • r-htf'nin -, R l j le syD cnc:1t ..:._z a-tlton and coor .inai i n . : ffic: e nc r i tuelf 

became the slo.:· n of tho nr;e . But it h s , lso bE:co111e the -ry o.:' r uthlt:s..J -

• • ' • 1 1 • f ln 1 1 1 • • b • th nes~ J_n 1n .u s r i ci , J e , co ~· c ... _cu c.. 1nb cru - r 1.1 usin,-ss , ~ sup-

rrr (.. ss5.on of ev >.2 ry warm, hum· nitc.ri · .1 i rrtpulse , the e lir1ina.!.i on f o r -

s onl1 y in t.he wori·in.; m' n a nd t h 1 reducin~· of hirrt o he lE. ·vel of 2. 

blin~ , automRtic 1ro-~uc:_n . mrchine . 

h • s evenj n ~ I ·1isr. o Jrick h,_ b b ) 

catch" orr1s ; on which has been the GO s • ndb. o.: r-action,. ies an ' 

c 11 other c oncej t.1~d f ,al r ; the shibboleth of he •1ell fed , exp J ienced !"l rln 

of thP. worlr so- c:lle . 'The sort of ma who riitJt kcs bonds for br•ins 

an in eres for intt.-ll0ct . It ' s the t· nt c.i l • zj_ n ·ly cweet refr in 11 be 

prPcttcal". I h-vc hc,.r d this trrnscendant i,isdom irip1rtcd in deep sol 

ennj t r o college r : du~ cs . 1111 1en . ou 1:.,et out int o th world ~on ' t be 

rPttle - br"ine m,0c· ps lidttning o the siren cull of :iei· f· n, ·lt.,d :1otion 

an i e;:is t u e prac ic~l" . 

hc: ve heard a rounG m· n sp1..:ak im. ortunc'." tely as thou,:h his soul 

ll• r-tnn ,._,d hrou · ... h everu wor he u t r d f t he worngs , d hurts of life , 
• ) ..) "' -.-; l.> • J , 

of th - miser:y· and i n jus ice of the ,,:o ·l c. of hi firn resolve to ~erli -

c~ e his ljf0 o h s~rvjce of r : and then heard the , 
I libor:itr hfl.lf •J;:tronj zin., h·,lf . ~, tone of ,he oldC!' c'.". nci ht~ wiser , 

(sic ! ) Jlla. sadnr1 to hin: 11 on~ m n i ou ;-,r inexp ... ric c~d i the wa 

,(' 

of he worl c. . You are a creaner , a utopio • Come ' be pBcticc.l ' • 'T'he 



world will alua s be c~ it is . 11 ' nd hE; concluded his paternal a-1moni
B.blic 1 

in ith a ra h~r unccrt~in ref r~nce wh • e 0 tl1 pl ased him bu which 

left the oun6 m·n unconvinced . 

1henevcr ll stou heCTts rrnc nrin~ out 

a rail to new l · nd or o fashif"ln out of olrl lives .?nrl out of ol~ 
is 

laze 

worlds new i orlds , a majestic chorus of voj ces ahmys read;} on h n to I 

intone in cce nts rlir f he solemn warnin ~ of rc1ction : -" Be practicnlX. 

on' , o in the for~ of fooli~h faces \ kt:ep , o r f .et on 

_ar h. Be orattical . 11 

'' ~ e practic 1 11 • ha I s the cry 4-hdt, gr eets the vision.,. _.ure 0oul 

that would heal .he uounds of humani t; with the s met b • 1 j deali. .. m. 

'' e pr, ct.ical11 - ha 1 !:i the sneer that is throw:1 c1t h 0 sensmti soul 

.hat 1,rnulr ransform with the wonderful ale em: o.: ruth all h t uj ,h 

love , all rJIDi prt- judice in o S/mp: hy , 11 selfishm.:~s i 1to service . 
(gracE:.d) 

·.ecnetly +here p, c d his p.u. it man ,1ho sp~nt a life blu sect 

with lo ,:evi t, in supr eme impr c t.icabili y - s the knowin • nd he w 11 
with 

• nf orMcd men- of- he - llor l d s 2id . He spoke in the wi domo nge • nd th 

fervor of outh . 9is thou. ;h . s were li vin , echo o oropretic truths . 

He spoke of t.he new ~·0cic 1 ord r . He pictured the stupi lit , he folly , 

the prav,e • of the ol, the present 5oci,l orde • I loid b:rL t its 

founf at·· r·ns which were + he shif int: s an s of fl c e he o ie • He showerl 

w ere a nm, s oci '1 1 nr orrc, of service c n-i ~oom r ~ ""i ('\n wnul 
~ 

r nsfor 

jt c l'Tlolete l :r., rnuld brin or ·ier out of C' h , Pn~ har or~ ou of discor,.. . 
( His) 

': v r note rang trl e . } ts in 11 c unl honest anr scien ific ch' stit, 

was wi hout r .-.. rnr • ch . A d ·ct .•• many a mcin and om n in l t, vina rli<l 

knowint;l ~ shc1k heir heads an 3 say II impr c i-::al .. . ,ooian" ••• as if his 

ver at itu e of mt.n , this d aubin • 0 1 e ver/ so nd heor r of ~ocial 

r ec0n ... truction • s impra ctical and u ooia --- vrnsn ' th Vt,; r thin- that 

was 
he l ectur 1.: mo::t bi tt;rl• attacking . A if he f l,c of our d r to 
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consider ou cri'Tlj nrll;v- bun ~1j nn- orcier of so ie , s er1 • nen ,ly prac ical 

wasn • t the objE::ct of .he sneDker ' s severest denunci'l j • 

Practl• Cr l '. ··'ha • -4 • l? lS pr~.c 1.,lCa . Anr. who is prac icnl? Is a 

so"ial order fo nded on erron nnd i~nor 1 ce , reai er in injustice • nr4 

::niquit.7 , blo hce • n ~meared wi ,h hate c.1 n envy , is t.l &t a prdl,;tical 

t r • ·? ,. l, g . nd i.. he orctcic.;l uh o 1 uld r ebuild I nno r ~nov~ e it ri h a 

little 1 stu1ing of r lms - ~ivi ng an & lit t l e p~int of ch· rit? ..• nr 

is a s ocial order foun e d mn tru h • d knowlE.dge , r earc in justjcc and 

equjt.y , t:lorified wit h he ornc:m nt of lov~ anrl ~ OC' ( 1- will nrfl c ic (. l? 

n • is he: • n uho ryr phe - like would I root out , null rown, .: es roy and 

hrow down and "hv 1 rE::build anr r nlant ?. new" pr 2ctic .::i l? Is patch- -uork 

nracti ~l or i s thorou hn ss? I s truth prr•c .\J0al or i"' err ? 

1• eXr th~ ui s e experienced M« Y. nr · ctie,el mcn- of- the - worlr who 

ur t::d , out o:' +he fullness o • +he ir E. so cri c w::.s on, c1ll Europe o ar 

. 0 the t e F· h as P nractic 'll r1c n"'ur f 0 f "' lf- '. f rLL , which urgin • 1-

.j. . 1 ? E, • lunr:,e _ uroo L1to hE. <lea~li cst w. r of all i"'1C; S , wer e hey 

re ctl l y prac icPl? 

'1onsible r nd i"' ore. C 

An were the m(v..,n- struck , :r ath ·r -br · int i , irrt s -

1 men who preached disc::.rmarnen and Arbitration , n 

unj VEff ~ 1 ncac . 1·eally t· o i mpr, c i 1? Haven ' t he ev n:,s of the pnst 

b o anrl a ahlf .,r~ars pr oclaimed the l ~t er as he "lost tiuor e:71el prac 

• cal, and the former as the m0!:it rimi nally impr, ctic r ! .. '"hink 

of i ~ pf er two r.:.nd a half e ars of thi:: bloodiest T apolin 1 in hi c -

tory , after the slau •hter of hr million hum .. n bt: i ! gs , he rr c j minr 

of eic1ht million, t.he orph~ninr, , ,r.i cuing ; nd imoovcri~hin..r of ) 0 "'illion, 

he rcstruc in o th oa in.:ull, wrnuc•h , h" diw rk of 
) 

cner c.:. ions - nn 

offer is now m~ • o s ,no f i ·htinG and -o back where he , er beforL 

t.h beg c: n •••• c:m £111 his o ' course is t he work of wi s e , ~xner:..cnced 

p cti eel en- of- the - '. orlrl ..• ~·e s . iplom ts an i kin ·s •.. f onls L 

ho is orac ical? An~ wha is nr ~cticcl? r o~ is pr~ctical 
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an truth is tht: most pr ctical thing in t h world• . /m0 ny , urn:i ng 

mm. , fro XX God nn every vir-ti n 'ron trut - c=ibsolute am~ t n -

comoromisinv - is im9r.,ctical . :::: ve1 , man \·ho makes Ci-or of his 

ru h its foun at ion, be that scheme how ver dis -

~he ract • cc 1 m,.. n who re,~- res his ow.1 l:i • te store o 

knowlerl e , n , exnericnce ~ s ~ he onl. XUK s~ne and sure e1ui le o life , 

who se s onl., just be.~ n .is n03E. c n~ no fur her , who is nenn ' - \,ise 

nnrl oou:d~foolish , is ,he ere est traged r in li.fe . Ee mis~es the 
<· 

zest 01 life : the hrill of v'venturE- , tho glow 01 nt rprise , the risci 

pljne of r;i·cmtic effort , nd s·blimc p·ti nee , tht: ch·r:n of unc rtainty:J. 

eemi n ., himself wi sc he is .foolish. r-e min6 himself irn.;>ort[lnt he _:_s 

in.:1icnificant . 1 ni:' i.hen he is not a 1 mm-ri ht obstacle j n he 

of pror,re~s , he is a g~ncr 1 s nee . 

:.s this : 

YOU I'lr 1' b .. . 

o ·ou . , friE:nds, e ·peciallr mr. nun~ friends , 

o not permi noble p, s ·ions &n ~ ar - flun~ ";isions iii h •1hich 

lt. s :: ·d . be chil 1_E:d by t ht- cold bre th of he insolent 

slo~·~ n : "B , ,. 1: ctic?l . 11 Let ot ;\ our c1riventurous c oiri ts be fri ,ht ne 

b, 1 i , . Tt s a shE'bby , slovcnl scar crow . Jo nc1n who ever c1 rled a pillar 

7 

- as m n call practicnl 
o he ri c:-in ernol of c •. ·iliz" j nn was ever pr· • j • '.ll H d the) bee n 

e 
or""'c ical they had n,.ver be n burnt , stonE d , and crucified ... If to be 

DrctC ic~l js to b st •oer in hL ua . i r e 0f co v ,ion , to be surft.itect 

with legiti~atized iniqui~-
L ' ' 

o sti fl t. 

?S iration , h8n my frienct , be 1horou ·hl c.;.nrl ab ol t e l., , i 
Lr 

for ~ ou me,: hen ,et. a t.c:iste of h •avcn . But if ·ou bt; inprFctical in he 

hin s men Ci 11 Dracticrl OU will e subl ·., tl, prl.ct eel :.n the hj_n__; 

men call irnpr2ctical . cross he span f h- impr·ctcial ou will be 

reachin r, ,he hem of Gori • .... obe of lor ' . .nd greater pr e: cticabl lit 

hath no mun .••. 




