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After our men are through crushing forevaer the menase to humen peage and
netional comity, they will come badk and set about deliberately ani determinedly to
gmagh the lines here at home and they are golng to smash every line that confines
and limits the énrushing spirit of freedowm-seeking men and wouen..

They ares going to smash ruthlessly and relentlesaly every line of social
injustice, svery 1ine a7 scanimis wrerg, overy line ¢f.nrelitised pr94""~e L iae‘*‘;‘;}
tolerance that exists hers in this land, and that coptinos and stultifies the -paii{ »
of onsweeping ambitions of freedom loving men and women.

They will not be satisfied with smashing the line "Over there" and
cerushing the snemy "over there", and coming back bleeding and wounded perhaps, but
with depthg of spiritual emotionsggrofoundly stirred with a knowledgs and a vision
of wider horizons and greatar opportunities, with the consclousness of their own
strength and pewer, they will come bagk and ask ¥if we did not tolerate lines fover
there!, if we gave of our blood to break lines ‘tover there!, why should we tolerate
them here?" Ant rhey will not tolerate them. They are going to smash the line of
social injustice,

They will ask thewselves,’ .y should we permit life to e atarv.d and

.
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each son of Cod be given a ohance to develops himself, the chance of education; the

chance of infinite opportunity to make himeelf the best that he is capable of; why
not swash the line and psrmit the sons of Cod to become great with the greatness of
1ife. They will ask the question and you will answer it, end the anawer will be
"smash the line for the new day has come®™. And, they will also ask themselves when
they come back concerning the economic injustice and wrong of owr land, "Over there®
they have become conscious of the awful responsibdility of citizenship. TFor the
first time they have realized how awful, but terrible, the tesponsibility of citizen-
ship is, when a nation could take you as if by invisible hands frem your peaceful

occupation and throw you.into a trench to be hacked and dutchered and mutilated for




the sake of the common good.

These men will =2sk themselves, "If our responsibilities are so awdul, why
. shouldn't our privileges be commensurztely great and noblet" "Why, in a land
blessed by God with plenty and prosperity, should thers be the eternal menace of
poverty, of men living on the brink of penury? Why are children forced into shops
te learn a living for themsslves and for their parents; why are women taken out of
thers rightful sphere of influence, the home, and sent tc the loom und the machine?
Why? Why?™ And you will znswer them, and the answer will be ~"We are going to smash
ihg line®, "The old order must pass, the order of competitive life, of great wealth
and of poverty must go and zive way for an order of co-operztion and greater;equalityé*

And when our men come back, they will not tolerate the o0ld traditional
political parties of our land, partiss whose strifes and contentions and pretensions
are absolutely irrelevent today to the needs of men.

"They will ask for political partiss and organizations that will give

them an honest, comprehensive plan of social recomstruction., They will ask for
politlcal organizations that will be more sensitive to the imrediate and pressing
and soclal economic neads of their lives., They will ask for political organizations
that will be in every sense of the word, in spirit and purpose, democratic., There is
going to be a smashing of lines along pglitical lines and thers is going to be a
smashing of lines along religious lines: liy friends, the God which our boys have
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found on the bloody fields of Flandars io not %he God of the snobbish church, of the
creed and the dogma, and the rituml, and they are not coming back tc them, '

They have found a new Cod, a God who is the universal épirit of brother«
hood of all, a God whose service is loyalty and devotion and sacrifice t&h great cause
and whose ritualfis the bleeding heart. They have become conscious of a new spirit in
-the world, a God who is the smbodiment of those things that prodded thep on and drove
them over the tortured fields of agony and sacrifice, and when they come back they are
going to ask the priests and the ministers and the rabbis of this land, "who is this

God you are preaching unto us?" Is it merely the God of our fathers or is 1t also

the God of our children; or is it mersly the CGod of yesterday; or is-Siilepsuieeties
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He also the God of tomorrow; is He the God merely of dogma and creed or is He the God

of social justice znd righteousness?™ And wo® be unte him who cannot say to those

men, "We are going to smash the line of religicus marrowness and bigotry and intolerance;

We are going to throw open the portals of our temples and churches so that even God can

enter,"






