
 
Abba Hillel Silver Collection Digitization Project 
Featuring collections from the Western Reserve Historical Society and 

The Jacob Rader Marcus Center of the American Jewish Archives 

 
 
  

Western Reserve Historical Society                 American Jewish Archives 
10825 East Boulevard, Cleveland, Ohio 44106 3101 Clifton Avenue, Cincinnati, Ohio 45220 
(216) 721-5722                                                 (513) 487-3000 
wrhs.org                                                         AmericanJewishArchives.org 

 
MS-4787: Abba Hillel Silver Papers, 1902-1989. 

Series V: Writings, 1909-1963, undated. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Reel     Box         Folder  
         171           62            45 
 
 

The liberty bond, 1918. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



THE LIBERTY BOND 
By Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 

IT'S the food of your lad and the raiment he 
wears and the strength of his body and 
soul. It's the helmet of steel and the 
saving mask and the sheltering trench 
in the open field. 

IT'S the weapon of war in his willing hands, 
the rifle, the shot and the hand grenade. 
It's the cannon's frame and the cannon'• 
food and the rib and wing of the aero­
plane. 

IT'S the ships that plow the infested seaa, 
the docks and wharfs and the towering 
cranes. It's the roads of steel and the 
thundering trains and their precious 

1 

freight of belligerency. , ,J 

IT'S the stretcher that Iifta from the frozen 
ground and the speeding ambulance. It's 
the surgeon's care and the hea ling balm 
and the tender hand on e fevered brow. 

IT'S the thew an the sinew of three million 
men that are fighting for you and me. 
It's their meed and due and vital need, 
the blood of their enterprise. 

IT'S the faith and vow of you and me and a 
hundred million more, the faith in God 
and Man and Truth and the vow of 
sacrifice. 

IT'S the doom of Force and he knell of 
Greed and the death of Tyranny. It's 
the bond that joins the severed its of a 
broken brotherhood. 

IT'S the base and walls and the columns of 
light and the crowning dome of hope in 
The Temple of Life that will arise on the 
ruina of yesterday. 

IT'S THE LIBERTY BOND. 

Published in. the interest of The Richman Bros. ,.. 
Ute /101J,rtk Iberty Loan by '-"'• 
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America 
it l'ith tr ·a 11res nntold, 1 "God built a min nt of glory and filled 

He :tudded it with . \\' et-tlo\,·ing- f untain.~ and traced ir \\·ith long. 
winding . tream:-. He carpeted it with , ft-r llin:.,. lain ~ ucl coh1m11l'<l 
it with tlrnndering mountain:-. l J planted it wi h dccp-:-hado,, ed 
fore t and filled them "ith ·ong-. 

·'Then he call d unto a thou ·and people·. a 1.J . ummoned the 
brave:t among th m. Th ~ cam from the en<i.;; of the earth, each 
bearing a o-ift and a hop . The glow of ad\'cntnr wa • in their ) e , 
and in their heart the glory of hope. 

''And out of the bounty of arth and the lab r of men, out of 
the longing- of heart· and th pra) r. of souls, ut f the memory of 
aO'e and th hop of th world. God fa . hion d a nation in 10\·e, ht • -e< 
it with purpo.e. nblime, and called it .\merica.' 

.\t a \ ictory he. t meeting, held in 1 veland reccntl>, the above 
word were giv n to the people b) Rabbi .\bha llillel :ih·cr, of that 
city, a o-raduate of the Hebrew Cni n olleg- of Cin(inna i. 

, houlcl you ha\' any appreciati n of th world beautiful, th ,c 
soul-in~piring words . hould cau e he reel l,l ocl in your \'eins to 
quicken an<l urg that from an liumhle immigrant th re emanat' 
word: that read like a :-ymJ honic J em; ,,. rd: that make HJ, ne of 
the great pro. e po m: of our time. 

"They cam from the end~ f the earth, each l ·ann~ a ,crift and 
a hop .'' 

A a livino- proof, could there han: b en a more ,·iyid e. ample­
the gift and the hop ? 

The word of Rabbi ih-er are a cla ·:ic. The,· mirrht well be read . . 
with profit in every chool of om land-hi land-hi <Yift and hi hope. 




