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Addresses delivered at the banquet of the Association, held at tlte 

Hotel tat! r, Friday evening , JanzWr_\ 24, 1919 Pr id nt G "OY!} 

J. Kroeck, toaslmastcr. 

TOASTMASTER KROECK : G ntl m n I f el highly honored to pre­
side over you, but I ju t don't kno \"l what to a r. I have a tt nded 
so many meetings and banquets, I notice that a a rule the peaker 
or the chairman stJ.rts out ~,ith "Thi remind me of a story,71 so I 
suppose that i the prop r way to t rt out. I cannot ell you a 
tory but I can tell you .. on e fact . ou don t know that there 

w a quite a joke on mys lf today, but I am going to tell you, now 
that the thing i all over with. You did not I now that you had a 
Pre ident th:it had to sit on a high chair. (Laughter.) 

Some time ago I heard a story of an Iri hman who had died, Pat 
Finnigan. Pat s \\i idow wa, very much broken up, and hi £ riend 
Mike came over to ee her. He said: "Mr . Finnigan, I feel aw­
fully sorry for Pat, he vva , an awfully nice man and I feel awfully 
sorry for you." She said : "Yes, he was a fine man he certainly 
wa a good hu band to me. By the \\ ay do you want to have a 
last look at him?" ' Yes, I , ould like to see him." "\ ell," she 
said, "you had better go upstairs. He is up here." So he went 
up, and he finally came do ;vn and he aid: "He certainly looks 
natural. 0 She aid: "H doe that all right." So Mike started 
to go, and Mrs. Finnigan . aid: "By the way Mike, did you close 
the door , hen you came down?" He aid: Begorra, I don't 
think I did." She aid . ' You had better go up and close it now 
because the cat brought him down three time la t night." (Laugh­
ter.) He was a little f eUow like myself. I wa afraid the cat 
might be back there and try to haul me out. (Laughter.) 

Our first peaker, ladie and gentlemen i a man who was dele­
gated by President \,\Tilson to visit the battlefield of Europe during 
1918, and I am very much plea ed to introduce to you Rabbi Sil­
ver. ( Applau e.) 



ADDRESS BY RABBI A. H. SIL VER, THE 

TEMPLE,CLEVELAND 

Mr. Chairman: I am indeed very happy that the Chairman, not 
knowing me, got part of the introduction straight. The la t time 
I addre sed a gathering I was introduced t the audience as 
Father ilver. (Laughter.) 

I would like to say so many things to you business men, things 
that are uppermost in my mind at the present moment, that I feel 
might come with good grace from one who is not a business man 
himself. I know very little of business, and yet I feel that I can 
talk about it, just as that priest used to have a favorite sermon on 
the bliss of matrimony. (Laughter.) 

Pat and fike went to, church one Sunday morning for a change, 
and the priest was scheduled to deliver a sermon on the b)iss of 
matrimony. After the sermon Pat and Mike left the church, and 
Pat, turning . to Mik 1e,, said: '" f:ike, how did you like the father's 
sermon on the bliss of matrimony ?"" ''Well," said Pat, 'it was just 
great, it was just great. I wish I knew ~s Httle about married life 
as the father does:" ( Laught,er.) 

Even though I cannot ju .t1y be called one of your fraternity, I 
feel that after all we are all business men, each one of us trying to 
sell something to our fellow men, not for the price of coin or money, 
but for something v hich our feUow men can give us infinitely more 
valuable than money, a little bit of inspiration. 

I am going to talk to you this evening on a fe, platitudes. Plati­
tude ho ,·ever that are luminou platitudes. I think the trouble 
with platitude is thi , that , hen people hear a platitude, they are 
mad, but they eldom hake their fist and the real object of a plati­
tude is that men 11ould shake their fists and grow determined. 

You kno, the tor they tell of tha platitude. Two politician 
were discus ing one evenin the succe s of their talks to the people. 
One said to the other: "You know, last night I made this stJ.te­
ment : 'I never paid a dollar for a vote.' '' And the other man 
turned to him and aid: ' Well, what did the audience say?" He 
said: "Well, some of them applauded, but the majority seemed to 
lose interest.'' 

The trouble with platitudes i , that men when they hear them 
seem to lo e mterest, when in reality platitude ought to inspire 
and in pirit us. 
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You busines men have all pa sed through a period that has tried 
and tested the fiber that you are made of. Yours has been the great 
privilege to live through the most critical period in the hi tory of 
our land for over half a century and I am proud to say with all 
the skeptici m that i natural to men of my prof e ion-I am proud 
to say that pa ing through the trial and through the fire , the 
American bu ine s man has not been found wanting. You have 
lived up to that r putation for ervice or sacrifice in behalf of your 
great cau e • you hav lived up to the ideal of merican manhood, 
and you your elv might justly be proud of it. 

I was a toun led to see how readily the American bu ine s man 
sacrificed his individualism, hi prejudice for self-determination, his 
desire to control hi own de tinie , his resentment to outside inter­
ference • how readily the merican bu ines man acrificed all these 
things. It show d that after all there i real and infinite good in 
the souls of the men who are actually guiding and determining the 
destinies of the m rican people. 

This also showed to me one other thing of which I have spoken 
in the pa t, and that i the remarkable efficiency of the American 
business man in war times. You know, when I was a boy at school. 
and later on when I , ent to coll ge, I wa a victim of that super­
stition on the superiority of Germ:in efficiency. That was a maxim 
of my childhood, and to say aught again Ge man efficiency was 
regarded a. almo t a sacrilege,. German effi iency, as I ay, was 
held up as a ju ification for p.1ternalisrn in governn ent and Ger­
man efficiency \\a regarded a the ju tification of au ocracy, the 
deadlie t weapon in the hand of the enemi s of autocracy. 

\,\ ell, aft r I vi it d the work of our men ov r there after I had 
seen the achievement of the merican bu ines man and prof es­
sional man and laboring man, tho e men , ·ho uff red th deva tat­
ing handicap of democrac • after I had een the n ile of dock and 
\\ harve which you bu ine men built up over there on the ocean 
shore and the ri r bank • a ft r I had e n the mil upon mile 
of railroad tra I·, a h foot of t el and eacl tie brough 3 000 miles; 
after I had e 1 our countl s warehou e capabl of holding sup­
plie for million of m n • aft r I had een our locomoti plants 
turn in out 42 mon t r locomotive and end in hem full team 
ahead in o F ran e; af r had n our yard our d pot our ta­
tion , our training choo} and our ho pital all the achievement 
of Ameri an bu ine men meri an prof i nal and laboring 
men, all all the achievement of a f e\ • month the brief e t pace 
of tim , and all of it the achievement of men who labored under 
the terrible handicap of d mo ra r, I kn \\ th tor) of the uperi-
ority of German effi iency for the lie that it wa . pplau e.) 

I tell you bu in men of m rica you have come out of this 
great trugo-1 , hich ha tried the ul of men. 'ith glory and 
honor and I ay f urthern ore unto you, that your r a) work i just 
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beginning, a , ·orl· rha1 tha ·ill not ha ~ back of it the pre -
. ure of a p 1b1ic pinion r th pr u f J. fl 1 but ,vork ju t 
a importan an I in a way mor irnpor an , becau e it i more con­
structive. I ·an to a unto you tha th futur , If are or mer­
ica, the typ of our f utur indu trial worl". the peace of our future 
economic rg nization dep nd ntirely upon 1ou. 

e ar facin° ad he areat quc tion of r con truction or revo-
lution. Ien haYe be m t rribl 1 itiYe un<l r the train and 
agony of thi war. I n are no longer content \\ ith pa t in titu-
ion and a 1 i 1 c 1. t m f thoug-h an 1 a tion. Th ambitions 

of m n are today won rfully licJ / d~ wondcrf uHy ubj ct to influ .. 
ence . nlen ar be inning to <l mand gr a r fr dom of opportu­
nity in all wan, of ife. I n ar callinr, f r r at r d mo racy, 
not only in poli icaf lif but in conomic, indu trial and in . ocial 
life Men ha, aid o h m 1 r , h\ ha ,, uffer d and \ • have 
di d; we have b n taI .. n f rorn our , ·a}k. f lif 1 i l· d up by an 
im i ibl hand and thro ·n in o di,rt . fil hy, pe -ridden tr n h for 
the ak of our 11 ltr ·, for th ake of ur nati n wi hou our 
con en . 1 no, w • cl~rn~u cl tl ( t h n t ion gi 1 _, m thin unto 
u ome r at "'r beautv ome n w nvironm nt . ome o-r a er free­
dom in li f b cause we were r ad} to give our all to the tate, and 
what ar you to ay to a ,chaUenge of • hat kin l? You \ in ither 
say : \i\' 1· 10w that you are right and w h:ill co-op rate with 
you in e abli . hing a fr er, ju t r <l r ,f thi 1a: .' r y u \ rill ay 
to th m i 1 , ·1 ~ pirit in anger and in heat : '\ e a re going to re­
. tor , bu not recon~ ruct. \:\ hall r turn to wh r we were be­
fore the \,ar.' In other, you are goin to say unto th m u\Ve hall 
either r cot tru · t or th other alt rnathe j r volution." 

I ay it , 1 ill b up to you b c:i.u e you m n-and I ay thi not 
in a pirit of flatt ry at all-you men after all repre ent the brain, 
th intelli ,n he 1 ader hip the uidin pirit of m rican life. 
The poor \ ·orhn ,. m~ n h n had th edu at ion and train ·ng and 
po ition at <l c 11tur that on of you m:1 po e . You are con­
trolling he d tini of th· land and the burd n i upon your houl­
der wheth r in the day to come we shatl build a more beautiful and 
still more noble m rica, or vh h r , e haH plun e our nation into 
that confu ion and blood h d whi h ha come to ome of the un­
fortunate p opl of Europ . 

I ha e o-r at onfid n in th Am rican bu~ in m1n and I am 
supremely optimi tic and I th r for :ac look to th day to c me vith 
a great deal of joy b c u ~e I b Ii v that th mo t gloriou chapter 
in merican hi r h . , T. t b en written and thi generation, 
I am con in ed ,~ ill write it. \.pplau e.) 

v\ e ha e no room in m ri • a for ch tru«gl . la truggle 
is the root of all il. la ru le pell v nom hatr cl, and the 
rule of the minority and d magogy. Cla , trugrrl mal e of God' 
children , ·ild la ving bea t in a blood- oaked arena. The doc-
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trine which we mu~ t preach from the hou top in tl e day to come 
is not the doctrine of cla ruggle, cla hate. but the doctrine of 
co-operation between all men. Bu ine men and laborin m n all 
men join in one common ta k to produce good for the ake of so­
ciety. 

ociety is not interested alone in the , orking man, and ociety 
is not interested a)one in the employer. Society is intere ted in the 
general ocia] welfar of aH human be·ng and the n w point of 
view that mu .. t one to you 3.nd he ne v point of vi that mu t 
come to the 1aboring man i the ocial point of ie,\ tl point of 
view of ervice, that men liv and work, not for the ak of money 
grubbing not for the ake of el f-aggrandiz m nt, not for th ake 
of making th m elv m an pett , ch ap reature , but for th 
ake of d l pine, th m 1 e to th f ulle t of tl ir capa i . 1 rough 

th ir job , and through h3.t par icular ervice \ hich th y call their 
vocation. 

Let me ay unto ·ou men that the time ha definit ly arriv d in 
my mind ,, hen y u mu t comm nee to r gard your bu in a a 
profe ion for bu ine i, a prof e sion a much as law or medi­
cine, or the mini try. E ach profe sion i a . pecial utility and con­
tribut to he um total of social welfare. Bu iness, lit any other 
profe ion, ci nee art music,, literature-bu ines mu t lil every 
other prof e ion ngage not only in producing thinu , but produc-
ing piritual valu which contribute to the um total of the lif 
,exalted; and finally you must come to regard it a a prof ion and 
the characteri tic of a profe ion are the e, and with thi I hall 
be through. 

A profe ion i fir t of aU a vocation. I like the word vocation, 
it i a calling to do omething. You are called it i a con ecration. 
It i your life ,vork. nle ou 1ook upon your bu in or uni 
a , orking man look upon hi job a hi life con ecration to which 
he mu t contribute hi energy, hi love hi loyalty •and his devotion, 
you are perhap doing your work but you are not a bu ine man, 
you are not a laboring man of whom it a aid to labor i to pray. 

Fir t of all your \ ork mu t be unto you a ocation and then it 
must be a di cipline. You mu t find in your work tlut di cipline 
which will help you to reach the highe t point of development. Have 
you. ever met th man who during bu ine hour i a our dy pep­
tic, mean. unkindly un crupulou man but after bu ine hours, 
after six o'clo k h put on high ocia] gra , he becom affabl 
and r,efined and charming and v n d 1ightful. That dual p r on­
ality i a betrayal of a lack of charac r. That man i trying to find 
all the charm of life out ide of hi bu ine s and that i a mi take. 
The charm and the beauty and th glory and the anctit of life 
must be found in your bu ine and in your profe ion. That is 
wher ou mu t look for God and find him. You mu t say unto 



204 

yourself as you enter your office daily: "This is the house of God 
and this is the kingdom of He3.ven."' That is the discipline of busi­
ness. 

People who get nothing out of bu ine hut money have failed 
to get the real pleasure and power of bu iness. That . is why the 
child of the rich man invariably almost fails, because he gets the 
results of business and none of its discipline. You have the finest 
opportunity of any profession in the world to discipline yourselves. 
You have an opportunity to study men, to help men, and to be helped 
by them, 311d in that \\ ay it will give zest to your business. 

One of the characteri tics of a profession is that the goal is not 
sordid. Beware of the man who ays, "Business is business." Be­
ware of him. He has got the mark of Cain upon his forehead. 
Busine s i not bu iness. It i what you make it. That is one of 
tho e phra es that are hort cut to hell. Business has the same 
standard of ethics a law or medicine, or the ministry. It must 
have it, or it i a bane and must be destroyed. 

Your goal in life as bu iness men I hope is not merely producing, 
not merely acquiring and aggrandizing, but serving yourselves and 
your fell ow men. 

A very wise man once said if' a man applies for a job the first 
thing you ask him is not, do you know your job? But the first 
thing you ask him is : \iVhat is your philosophy? That sounds 
foolish, does it not ? It is absolutely true. If a man comes to you 
wi h a wrong philo ophy if he come to you in a spirit of hate, of 
uspicion he cannot co-operate with you. Philo ophy i the basic 

thing of life. 
The true test of busine i thi : Does it make you happy"> Do 

you find in your bu ine that oul atisfaction, that '" hole-hearted 
contentment that make you happy? If you do, you are v here you 
belong. That is your ocation, if you are a man, that i your job. 
If it do not mal e you happy it make you ordid and mean, di -
liking everyone and di liked by r one if you do not like the 
people you worl~ with and the people that work for you don't li1 .. e 
you, you don't belong there, you have not made of your business 
a profe ion becau e you have not found happine therein. 

To um up, I hav endeavored in the e few , rord that I have 
addre ed to you this evening to bring home to you thi : To mv 
mind the keyno e of the bu ine ,, orld of tomorrow will be this, 
to eleva e bu ine which to my mind has in America rec ived the 
fine t and high · t xpr ion yet known in the world-to elevate 
busine to the die-nity and to th grand ur of a profes ion, so th1t 
it , ill in very truth p 11 a combination of discipline ervice and 
happine . ach one of ou ha a t opportunitie for rvice, be­
cause America need you merica need men of your caliber, your 
talent, your expetience your brain. \Ve are going to build, if pos-
ible by the grac of God we ha11 try to build upon the ruins of 3 

dead , orld drenched in blood, and human tears, a temple dedicated 
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to the finer and the nobler thing of life. You are going to build 
this, we are all going to do it together, and to handle it most effec­
tively if you will introduce in your own limited phere that pirit 
of a prof e ion a dignity a vocation, a service, a discip1ine. You 
will find a a r ult of it all that a re ~ard ,, ill come to you which 
neither wealth nor position nor rank in life can give you, that re­
ward which righteousness gives to ment namely, happine s. (Ap­
plause.) 

TOASTMASTER KROECK : I \~ ill now introduce to you fr. Ver­
non E. Blagbrough Field Secretary of the Chamber of Commerce 
of the United tate of America. (Applause.) 

MR. BLAGBRO GH : I nm understand a remark made by your 
President thi afternoon when he aid he had been elevated to that 
position. 

The Rabbi has taken the enthusiasm out of my speech, for he 
has taken all the fireworks, and I am to precede a man who knows 
more about every subject that I am interested in than I could be­
gin to know. If you should ask anyone familiar with the doings 
at Washingtun for the pe:riod of the war for the names of the three 
men whom they thought had done most in the organization of in­
dustry for the substantial pros,ecution of the war, there are few who 
would not give the name of Mr., Otis. (Applause.) 

I wish to speak a word in commendation of the successful efforts 
he made to organize industry. 

Again. he knows more about the Chamber of Commerce of the 
United States than I know, for he is one of the Directors, so you 
can imagine how I f e]t when I arrived here and found that he was 
on the same program with myself. I was in his office this morning 
and I said : ' I don't know what order we are going to come on 
in, but I hope that it will be so I can say something." He said: 
''Well, I will come last, say whatever you want, and I will say what 
you don't say." If my speech is not satisfactory, you know you 
have got a good one coming, but really I do not know just where 
I fit in; I feel Jike that story of the two young fellows who went 
across in our army, who were not very Mell informed as to condi­
tions abroad or as to the troops with whom they would come in con­
tact, and they observed a company of Scotch Highlanders coming 
towards them, and one of them said : "Who are those people?" 
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And the other one said: "Why, I don't know 1ust what they are, 
but the Germans call them Ladies from Hell." And the other one 
said: "Well, that is probably what they are.'' Then as they got 
•a little do er he aid : 'They may be ladies from hell, they have 
got skirt on, but they look like men," and the other fellow said: 
"Oh, I know. I have heard of those Middlesex troops, and those 
are probably it." (Laughter.) 

READJUSTMENTS 

The Problem of the United States and How We are 
Going to Meet it 

The world i going through the throes of a new birth. 
Destruction has marred the fair world and left ruin in her wake. 

At the moment the nations ar1e as mighty giants who have entered 
the conflict and . at last vanqui hed the evil forces in the world; they 
tand panting for breath, wea.ried, the stronger for their truggle, 

but all about them laid waste by their strife. 
Country ides, once blooming orchards and fields of bearded 

grain, are de ert land . Once prosperou cities and peaceful ham­
lets are now heaps of ruin, mute et eloquent te timony of the might 
of the conflict. Such i the condition of the "hole of urop en­
cir lina th n ral \ r . \\ ithin the defeated force , xhau ted 
and overcome are torn asunder and restive. 

Nations do e at hand and nation far acros the seas have spent 
their all in meeting thi force which threatened their afety. The 
~ hole energy of the , orld physical conomic and moral, have been 
~ nt red on de truction. n armi ti ha b n d lar d a p a"'e 
con ferenc is in se ion, but, a the first great attack on France 
through Beloium truck as a thunderbolt out of the blue, so the dear 
note of the trumpet ounding for th ce ation of the strifo came 
almo t ·a a hock to troop no accu tomed to th ound of cannon 
and to a world which long d for peace, yet could hardly believe it 
so clo e at hand. 

Cannou cea ed firing· troop ships turned back; the wheels of in .. 
du try cent red on \: ar work tood till. Th , orld, which has 
thrown all into a s rug le of arm must now revert to the pursuits 
of peace. The problem involved are legion. They ar for the 




