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• .. 
Now, if that is true, if the Jew has reacted to hie environ

ment at all times, how will he react nere in America, hat will 

American Judaism be like? It will certainly not be like Western 

3\lropean Judaism, so-calleQ Re~orm Judaism, or 1SSstern .European 

Judaism, Orthodox Judaism. And why? Because both of these types 

are the products of the nGolus", of the exile. Now, "Golua" 

.literally tranalateo. means exiJ..e, but as spiritually interpreted., 

it means infinitely more. The real 1;ragedy Ol: the "Golus", my 

friends, you will find not in. the physical disabilities, not 1n the 

expulsions and the inquisitions and the "autoe-dafe" and the 

massacres and the blood accusations; the real treagea.y of the ''Golus" 

1s to be found in the narrowing and the confining o'f the great pro

phetic spirit of our peo~le, in the chilling of ihe ardor 0£ the 

great seers o Israel, in limiting them to a narrow group J.oya.lty 

and a grou.p discipline. The real tragea.y of the "Golus" is to be 

found in the fact that we are fast losing our position as the 

religious leaders of the worid, that we have become followers, that 

we are today timid ana. apprehensive of every new philosophic opinion 

anQ belief, fearful lest it una.ermine our faith, that we have become 

the slaves of every changing philosophic notion, that we have lost the 

courage and the atrengtn of the great affirmation and have, there£ore, 

ceased to become the religious leaders of the worle1. And the real 

,;ragedy o:f tne "Golus" is to be tound not in the yellow badge which 

your forefathers and mine were compelled to wear upon their shoulders 

but in the "yellow" streak which their descendants are compelled to 

wear within their souls, in the lose of the sense of dignity ana pride 

in their faith and 1n their people and in their culture, in the 

tragic apectaole of these descendants of the early Maccabees, Qescendants 

- 4 -



• 
of a people that a.efied the whole worla a.r1ayea in hostility against 

it, cringing and fawning for places where they are not wanteu, curry

ing favor with those ,ho can least ive favor to the neirs of a great 

tradition. 

ow, as.stern European Judaism has the stamp of the ffGolus" 

very efinitely imprinted upon it. ith all our sympathy for it, 

we cannot hide the 1'act that it is narrow, that it is circumscr-ibea., 

that it has limited the onrushin and onsweepin social and universal 

vision of t he Prophet to narrow group lo alty anu a coa.e of 

1·elig1ous observances. The wall of disabilities which lie erecteu 

a1·oun the Jew incal"cerate<l. him not only pnysically but spiritually. 

Eastern European Judaism all but lost the prophetic vision of our 

people. But so is Western European Ju a.ism a pro uct o the "Golus". 

German Ju ' aism, so-called, enuned the oo tent of Jewish life. 

Re1:·01·m Judaism began in Germany a hunarea. yea1·s a o not as a reli ious 

revival, not as a movement to intensify faith or fan the flames of 

piety in the souls o Israel. It oe , n s a pol·t j c 1 expedient. 

It began as an intellectual criticism. The Jews were anxious to 

gain equality, to gain the prerogatives of citizenship, and they could 

not because men said unto them, "You a.re so diffe1 ent, your speech, 

your manner, your organi7.ation, your conduct of lire is so radically 

differe t 1~om that of ours". And so the Jew, in ora.er to justify 

his claim for citizenship and equality, began to st1·ip hirrself of 

those characteristic things that C1.ifte1entiated him from his neighbor. 

At first only the unessential ere discarded, but in a relentless 

process, soon the essential anu the real and the important began to 

be sacri f iced, ann Judaism soon became a sort o starved osaio 

Judaism, which proved a tra ioally incompetent, pros ic Reform 

Ju.d.aism. 
- 5 -



• • 
And it di~ yet another thing. Reform Juda.ism was born as 

the rationalistic incantation of the eighteenth century. It was 

intellectual. The early founnera of the faith stru glen hard to 

show that Judaism was sane and sober ann rational and intellectual, 

and they oe an to tear uown every pillar of mystic graaeur in the 

temple of Jewish life. They 1·eu.uced Judaism i;o a coue ox mora.J. 

platitunes, to a eiatem of ethioa! proprieties. Jua.aism beoame an 

e..LS.lted pnilanthr·opy with ~on eomenow timinly hovering in the back

ground. And 1 t was a "Golus" product in ,.vet another way. It 

Qeetroyed the discipline of Jewish lite, the Iences that our ea es 

built a1·ound the fa1tn , it .1.ost sight ot the fine strategy h1oh 

our people deveioped through the ages as a means of eelt-preaerva-

tion. The ences were uestroyed ann the garuens were trampled u on 

and religious anarchy reigned right in the olds o~ Israel ao that 

every Jewish ~ayman oecame an authority on religious matters all by 

himself anu every Rabbi beoame a iaw unto himsel. 

ow, American Jud.a.ism, to my minn, will be neither eatern 

European or ~ae~ern ~'uropean. It will react to tne spirit of 

~erica, whi~h is freedom and uemoaracy anu broau numanitarianiem. 

Because it will react to the spirit of ~emocracy, it cannot, it must 

not be arrow, it wili not confine the pulsating and throbbing spirit 

of the Jew in any stultifying uiscipline that keeps the Jew trom 

reaching oui &nQ touoh1ng all peoples anu all movemen~s 1nflueno1ng 

them, propelling them and inspiring them. e are going to lay 

emphasis 1n the fU.ture, as e nsve in the past, upon the prophetic ana 

the u.niversa~ e~ements in Jewish life. But e are also going to have 

a Jud.a.ism that is intense! , riohly Jewish. e are not called upon 

here to aacr1f1oe any o the cultural iDQiViduality of our peo le in 
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payment ~or privileges. 

Our citizenship here in America is not a gitt bestowed upon 

us by gracious ana tolerant first citizens, but it is something pui,

cha.seti. by us with our b.lood and our tears anu. our e1'forta ana. our 

Ame1·ica belongs to the Jew even as it belongs to every 

group and every man who labors honestly ana gives of his loyalty ana 

devotion to America. When the feet of the tirst white man settled 

upon these shores, the Jew was there. And when the eyes or the 

rirst white man scanned the shimmering outlines of the shore of the 

\ eetern Hemisphere, the Jew was there. And when the first challenge 

was hurled to a tyrannioa~ power, the Jew was there. And when the 

peoples of Amerioa waged a Revolutionary War to bre&k the yoke of 

foreign oppression, the Jew was there. And when this lanu was 

engaged 1n a terribie struggle o emanoipate t he millions of men who 

labored under slavery, tne Jew was there. And when in the last an 

greatest of wars, this nation went forth as the champion or a new 

ideal, to bring a little more sweetness anu a little more light into 

the habitations of men, the Jew was there supremely and superbly. 

And when the last sunset will set upon this glorious continent in 

the ultimate oycle of ~ime, the Jew will be there. 

We resent toleration. We ask for participation and oo-

operation ae equals among all who are here. And so we shall not, 

as id our ~ethers in Germany, in a spirit of super-gratitune begin 

to sacr11:·1ce those 'things wnicn are distinctively an essentially 

Jewish in order to please our neighbors. America is an e.q>eriment 

not in racial unity but in spiritual unity. America does not ask 

tor uniformity of oultures. It asks for a harmony 01 oultures. 

America, to my mind, is a beaut11u.1 mosaio made up of many blocks o • _ ,~ 
- 7 - ~'Kl 



• • 
many sizes a.n u many colors, all blending into one glorious pattern, 

the pattern of American democracy. It is like a besutif'U.l rainbow 

of many oolors but all merging into one unique epiennor. And the 

Jew can serve the ulti .ate interests or America best not by nestroy·n 

his iuentity, not by assimilating himself to his environment (which 

is as yet something formative anu nothing static), but by developing 

the rich heritage o~ his people, than which no neritage is oluer or 

finer, that aged and seasoned civilization or· his people, crystallizing 

it, refining it, enriching it, and then laying it upon the altar of 

American life. America is a uemooracy, ana the triumph of democracy 

depends entirely upon the a.evelopment of indiviQualitiee, and the Jew 

can ae1·ve tne ends of democracy ana. the ends of America best by 

ueveloping the uniqueness that is within his soul. 

And so American Judaism mu.st be ri hand full oi content. 

It must not be starved, it must not be pauperized. AnQ it must a~ao 

De this;-it must be a religion of myatioism, hioh is reaily the 

religion of nemocracy, it must be a religion of g~ow ana fervor ano. 

ecatacy. Do you realize, f'riena.s, that we move through life not lS fo 
-ti) 

the rhythm o the logical syllogism but - the mighty cad.ences Qf 

emotions? ea.re stirred ~o a.epths of in amy or lifted to heights 

of sublimity, not oy the power of an 10.ea but by the plangent waves 

ot emotionsand sentiments. Our course through lite is a.etermined 

less by the pilot,reason, than by the rush and the onslaught o~ the 

ir1·es1atible aves of passions ana. emotions and longings ano. the 

cravings of the human soul. And the regenerstion of society, if it 

ever comes, will be brought aoout not by an increase in knowledge 

bu.t by a purging o human passions, by the purifying o human 

emotions, oy the crystallizing of human ideals. And the function 0£ 
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religion is not to enlighten men but to reach the volitiona.L springs 

of numa.n conu.uot, of numan uature. The function o religion ie to 

be the urge that forces men to reach up ana touch the robes of the 

~chaohena", of God Himself. 

Why, you kno a.Ll Judaism has been doing in the past ew 

generations, to a world that has been hungering or a .Living God, to 

a orld. that has been lo et in the maze of' perple.d. ties, to men and. 

omen ho have been gTOping in the u.ark seeking amid.st the v riety o"f 

human ei~eriencee tne unity ox some s~eadfast pU1·pose, io men anu 

women of t01~ured souls anu the ct.oubts anu the perplenties of iife, 

Ju a1sm has given wnat? A system o s0010.Logy, a set of' moral 
ang. proJ)riet ies, 

forma.Lisms/in piaoe of a faith that is rich and OO1orru.1, that hola& 

out 1ihe promise 01· wona.er:fu.l revelations to anyone that seeks com-

mun1on 1th God. In plaue or a faitn that promises the thrill of 

d1 ine 1ntimaoy, we have given a sublime.teas stem of philanthrop~. 

e have emphasize, 8.lld truly, the great 1ae.h 1 s uetinition of 

1·e11gion, "He nath snowed thee, o man, 1nat is gooa.; ana what u.oth 

tne Lord require ox thee, out to a.o justly, ana. to love mercy". 

e nave emphasized tne "doing justly" ana the n1oving mercy", but 

we have 8Omenow orgot to empha.tsize the concluding phrase, the all 

importa."nt phrase, "And to walk humbly with thy Goa.". 

Religion, my tr1ends, is a walking with God, (Hebrew) -

" alk berore Me a.nu become thou perreot". Religion is a matter of 
~ -

the (Meerew}, ox the mystic, ~he clinging unto God. The true faith 

is the one that will bring the song to our lips ann make us exclaim 

( Heb1·ew } - "I belong to my belove and my beloved belongs to me". 

The true aith is the kinu ot faith that will eta.nu by you when you 

stand by the brink of the grave of some dear one or some beioved 
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hope, 01· nen ¥OU ar·e on the char1 ed. ana. scar1·ea. batt.lefield that 

will nisper in your ears the ei;ernal wo1·0.s ot hope that i .ll .keep 

your hea.z· rrom breaking, that will senu you forth into the wor.ld. of 

men ~etermined to continue your tasK anu ~our QUties in life because 

wi ,:;n ~ou, by iiour t3io.e, is God, a sort o±· re.1th thali 111 make you 

feel that God goes singing oy your aide throughout your life. 

by, iOOk wna.t we have maa.e of our raitn:- oo!a., sombre, aa, 

frequently a tiresome bore. And why? Why, re.Ligion, ftienu.e, is 

ot a matter of soiemnity and sadness. Religion ie the supreme jo3 

a.no. ~ne supreme napp1ne~s or life uecause it means the supreme :freedom 

o~ life. The Psa.lmist sang (Hebre ) ~ "I will sing unto the Lord" -

(Heb ew) "God is my streugth and. my t:1ong11
• Why, think of it, your 

iathers and mi e, when they were race~ an 

~ate of ~ne world, wnen tne~ faoed a no.Le 

hostility, in the midst o:t their deepest 

torn on tne universal 

or ld o-£ phaJ.an~ea 01 

loom, hey sang (Hebr ew) -

"How blessed ar·e e, now gooci.ly is our por1,ion, now s~eet is our .Lot, 

now beauti:t'Ul ie ou.1· .ne1·i tage". and. we, ~neir uesoenuauta to ay, 

living amid.st }.ll!tnty and prosperity, oeoome resenttul ana. embit 1.e1·ed 

1:r pe1·ohanoe we ai·e uenied a ce1·tain social. p.r-ef'er-meut or a certain 

poai tion in life. e have .LOS t l;he girt of song iu J ew1sh 11 fe. 

e 1 te trea,isee a.nu sohol.ar ly a.isee1· a111ona anQ give .1.ectures, but 

how few B.1·e t"-e hymns that -1e 1·i te. 

Ame1· ·can .Juda.ism. mu.at 1·e tore God into the centra.t.. position 

o:r J ew1sn .1.1:re. In other words, - and. with that I shall be through -

American Judaism must be, it will be prophetic and mystic. And in 

or~er to preserve our faith, American Judaism must insist, as it 

shall insist, upon a certain discipline in Jewish life, a certain 

mode of oonduot. The soldier knows why he ie aubjeote~ to an un

- 10 -



plea ant and irksome discipline. The solnier kno s wny he is com-

pelled to do things in a certain way when doing them in another way 

is more convenient and simpler. Because the soldier knows that 

without iscipline, there can be no moraie, and without a orale 

tnere can be no viutory. The time has come ror the Jewish layman 

to realize that if we actually are to continue our great work in the 

world, fightin the battle 01 the Lord, uitimately establishing those 

fundamental principles of justice, of human ri hts, ot the sanctity 

or home life - whioh the worlu is just now beginning to acknowlenge -

we must preserve our morale anQ we must preserve our discipline. 

You must sub~it yourselves to a certain niso1pline in cond.uot. 

Certain observances and practices and symbols and. ceremonies, which 

in themselves are ot little significance, but in their totality, 

inasmuch a.a they strengthen and altogether· create an "esprit de corps'' 

ot 11 e, are 1n initely i rrportant. I am not advoaatin a return to 

traditional, olu-rashioned, narrow thouoA Judaism. Life has out

reached it and gone tar beyona it, bu~ I maintain - anu I am quite 

oonfiuent that you will agree with me - vhat abstract principles 

must .nave a local habitation and a a.me, they must be symbolized anu 

e."J)ressed so that the eye of him who is not a critical stu~ent may 

be at t,i·aated, so that the symbols of these ceremonies may spir i tu.ally 

araw us into the higher mood and remind us of our responsibilities to 

ou:r faith end to our people. We need, oh, how badly we need a 

disoipline - a minimum of discipline, it you please - a uiscipline in 

Jewish life. 

~y ~aith is, friends, that we shall produce in this gracious 

lands or ours, blessed by God, a type of ~udaism such as the world 

has not yet seen, finer and nobler than in any other period in our 
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experiences in the Diaspora. But we shall do 1t not only for our 

sages but for the ea e or our children. How many of them today are 

seeking God in atran e cults ana. foreign aiths? How many of them 

are iookin for God, or the waters o salvation somewhere else be

cause they cannot find it in Judaism? Hasn't the time come ror us 

to say (Hebrew) - "With Thee, O Gon o~ Israel, is the fountain ot 

life"? Ha.sntt the time come or us"co say to all this world, nun y 

and thirsty, "Come unto the faith o:t your fathers, which must also be 

the xai~h or your chi!aren"? Shall we not say unto them that 

Judaism holQs within it every truth ~hat can inspire and e evate the 

soul o:r man? ,e shall say it so that in the a.aye to come, your 

ahildren ill sUQQenly realize (Hebrew) - "Verily Goa is in this 

place a.nu. I dia. not know it". 

.. .. - - .. 
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