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RABBI PEECH 

Ir ally !eel ~s tho gh it were om wh~t preaumptuou on my part-◄ 

a young ~~n in the ervice of the Qc:i..uae - to spe~k at this conv n ion. I 

hou.ld r ther like to he~.r those men who have grown old in this holy ervice. 

feel that theirs ia thia festive ocwaaion, ~nd tha they ~re en itled to all 

the honor AAl1 eJJ ,he 9Jorx and aJJ the t1nsdit that the ra efil h01.s ol 

I rael is nxious and ~ager to bes 0·11 upon thvm. If I aaf b.llythi g all now., 

it is to expr~sG th feeling of the yon er men ho ~re in the r~nk of the 
..9 t /"-1, 

I:i&LPi 4i ov,ment6 f'w.•1' a i1i&•,••~ to mb.k v~ !ttel --- yoo, the m n ho h&.Ve 

orked ~nd toiled loyally and fbithfully for more th non dee de•◄ the~t 

we, the young~r men, are in this cauae to stay, to 1:.;z,'.,..~~ 

devotion and our consecration unto the last momen~ (Appl~use) 
/\ 

e ahall take over some of th burd ns 1hich you hE..ve carried 

so willingly, and we ahall carry on from atreng h to strength. 

When I first he·· r the glad tidin s th t 'II re cabled from ""cro a 
"9\.,1 

these~, I felt in mood somewhGt ~kin to the mood that I w sin Novem r, 

' 
1918, hen the Armistice was aigne~ IJnly much more o~ (or tho ar, 

tre enJous, monentoua as it ms, w~a a· ft, It began in my lifetimeJ ~n 

in roy lifetime. I w&s privilege to ee the eginning ~ni the consummuticn of 
.h~ 

it, But this ~rmiotice m~rks the end of a 1~r in Vihich I r·el fttentrti11telr 

lo t every battle, out in reality on .. he li:a.at E:i.n the gr_f.. eat of th ll'.:ttlos --
~ µ,-1~ r,:. ~ 

this ar oegan, oh, o long ago -~ the dc:ty hen the firrs, , .. ,a, a· t among th 

ruins of the eratroyed ~ anctuary., and for twenty centuries th tr~ged,.... passed 

f om the drab to the dark,C4nd from the dark to the ty ie1.n loom; hec-.rt- ore king, 
, 

aoul-trying, ~~..-~e1L"!IWl!I..: and thon, suddenly, enly, the lad tidings, th 

glorious tidings~ .7. wb,1, ~i coma •ilt1"" a-flash !1 om Uo&c.1tt11. .i&ttaorfld:; wend, rtuJ 

I fel in the mood o! hol ness. I experienced a sensation av.ch aa I 
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._.. my privilege to :>s 

hero 

'i~d ~ ~ /,n,< 
tt~f ~ ~ 1h 

I iol t a tho gh I would like to toae 
~{A~ 

a ole to oe the glorious Coneummation of th 
<Jv,,J,., 

~ the h a a ••a ~ho aitt! ,l a.nil vra.ited ttrol.lgh the long., ai ~ f1-l¼, hll ni 

from h i m 1ti " e 18' il " wv en 

.,ti~~~r~ 
tho !Fist Herzel. n 

I felt s though I would wiah to s'Lllllnon their spirits '>\ti•• ws no 1 

w,T( tA./1. Q 
so that they too might rejoice ~ rehis sJ. ,uaic c11 eae · it Ml -• J erh"'ps th y _E! 

rejoic~• yerhaps it is th.:J ~ a\_ look thro11gh our t .. ai-diremed ey,e1 ~rhc..ps 
::r l4 .~ v>C, 7~ ·~ ~ ~,-c.e~ e,·~ ( 

~ it ~~•la:laiww•iil pirit th"-t • pro pt" us and guided us a.nd moved 
&4C, • ·~~ 

l1 ...... ~/, -rt:, ~ ~7 ~ 7£ Wl'"'-"3/ J ~ -

Th~re io one thin~ th~t this re able ev n h~ confirme.d hin me. 

' I have alwC4y& been b. ~iQfi. tm&cl believer. I h"ve al~aya •lieved imp i ity th~t _ 
~ of'~ /21.-~ 

o -t> re "c.n eternt..l p~ople# " ' ven throi.lgh tho lt:..st J,/1111 years, 4tfll eA lRiRga w•.-
t,~ 

gl.01■,, ... , ·hen 11 our hope seemed to oe "'re:.ahi g in wreck gej I hoped, I 

hopedf lS.it at no tim~ '!,~• ')IY faith ao juati!ied ~• hen thi th2;g:ok pl~ce. ~--,4.-~~---
Then I trf~w th , t neith r the host of Babylon and Asayri, the -~ a ngera _,r 

,.. ~ ~ t(~~~~ -
of 'emphi , aaw the ~ d hoplitea of Greec atM the iron legions of Ronie;{y~., 

even emocracy and Freedom iteolf, could .. deatroy us. WE ARE AN E E AL PEOPLEJ 

(Great an prolonged applause, the a dience rising.) 

Whe1.t1 wh~t can I say to you me,11 and women who kno • uch :rtore ~IX> this 

movement than I do? ho h~ve given m~ch more to i of effort and l~bor than I 

h~v,? All I can say ~t thi mem nt is th~t we a.re aoe ine; the footprinta of the 

esai~. e a r e enjoying th~t momen for hich your for f thers and ~ine longed 

and p~ay•d ~ for centuri s. Let a not prove wa.ntin~. Lt ua not f~il in 
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thi ritical moment. iho.t you and I io o.t hi mom nt .• y e m no t h cour 
• 

of J ,., :1Gh hie ory for 

I I Life t o-d""y 1 onderf~ l y pl~ tic &nd yieldi and : p iol to ill" 

fluen a. E. ry fine soul imprint, every ~ontri u ion in i.u.1 in effort, in 

devotion, in ~on~ c r-~.tion, will tell ill tim tely pon the es iny of Isr ell Le 

u prove true ~n.i strong to the occasion. Let u t ~~mi uni d1 ev~ryone; those 

t, "~ ~ I,~~~ ~_,f' 

' ,ho ~ o .. ppoaed to us nd thoe~ ho ~h ua, the indi fferen , the ?t'ieftde, 

everyonel 

"When Go look with favor pon th or~ of a man, even hi en~ 1ee , 
tt~ke fr i nJ.s i h him. n ~·e n . e them all; e n ed ..l?li ty, unity. e n e "n 

~ll-embrscing~ holy evotion to thia uae. Let u atand as on nd fight ~son, 

until the ·awn that i no\ braking ov ~r ~lestine ill origh en ~n righ into 

~ 
the full noontid of~ free

1
proap~roua, disfsriPJmfJ.., ha LJli) Jewiah J "' in 

. 
(Gret.. t applauae) 
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of the Caune - to speak a~ thi~ 
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t: e 

+- -~ • 
une !. ' ove 2ie . .i."'.i • 

make 

00 
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.) \.A.-•l,\.1-
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, ·· .... od ... o~"·C~ , . ., .:.. ,.. • ,J .... .J.. o .J.. .. 1 e mood ti.- a"" I 
.. .... ~.., .., ••• ..... ~....,,J , _ _ ___ ..: u J. \I 
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Ad.dress de l ivered b y Rabbi 
Sil-v-er. 

~Y-"..t in reality won the las~ a:i~ the gre atest of .l_;hc b at~le s . 

-:r::i.x began., Oh, eo long ago - t he day uhe ;1 the Shechi. ah bega..~ t 

aob aino. g the ruin of the destroyed Santua.:::y, a...vid for twenty 

cc::.t 1.l.!.'ie3 t: e t:ro.ged:t passed fro~ the ~r :10 ~o the da:-~, and fron: 

-::.e dazk to the Stygia."YJ. .;loom; hea=t-breaking , etoul-trying, c:::-u.sh .:.::.~:) 

... •,:1d then, euddentt; suddenly 1 the gln. tidings, the lo:..ious ti­

d.ings! ... 

I fel~ in the mood of holinesu. I experienced a sensation 

s uch as I had never e:x.--perience before, and. I thanked God that it 

wa'-' my :privilege .l_;o ·oe a!'!lon~ t11ose who cow. sa~" - "Blessed art 

T'nou Lord our God~ Kin
0 

of the li"'li verse, Jh.c nas t causeJ. us to live 

~o see this dayn ... • 

I felt as though I uould like to toant the silent dead, 

• 
~ ... e rnieht heroee of 'f'fly people, who had hoped and hope d in vain, 

a~1 had fou t withou~ being able to see the lorio~a consummatio:1 

of their str"t:ggles a..'"'l.d their sac~ifice ; the 3ouls -:iho waited an_ 

w1i ted fu~ough the long, dreadful night of the Golus, f:ror:i Ben 

~accai to Hn.J.evi, froo HaJ.evi to the deathleaa Herzl: 

I felt ao t ough I would wish to summor.. their spiri ta n ·.:, 

s o that the - too might rejoice with us. Perhaps the - a;re re joici::[. .. 

Perhaps it is they who loo~,. th::-ough our tear-di~e eyeu • Perhapo 

i t is they who speak through our trembli:ig lipa! Fo::- was it not 

their indomi ta"ole spirit that prompted uo 'l..~d guide 
4 

us a.:id mo-ve _ 

us th=ougb. the t:1.ying d ays and the wearyi:=-if; yeaxs . 

There is one thi~g ~micl: this r emarkable event has con-

firmed within me. I have alTTay been a bcl:!.ever~ I 'ha· e al.w ya 

believed implicitly that ue ,1erc "a.!l eternal people 
11

• Eve. through 



Address delivered by Rabbi Siver 

-:;he last years, when darkness settled over Israel, when aJ.l our 

..,_4 opes seemed to be C:?:"ashing in w:reckage; I hoped, I hoped! But at 

:10 time wa.a my faith so justified aa when this thing took place. 

Tb.er.. I knew i:!1 faith triumphant~ tha~ neither the hosts of Babylon 

and_.Assyria, the furious messengers qf Memphis, the greayed hoplite0 

of Greece, nor the iron legions of Rome, the Cross and the Crescent, 

y~a, ~ot even Demo~ra<?y, and _Freedom itself, could destroy us. 

WE ARE AN ETERNAL PEOPLE! (Great and prolonged applause, the 

audience rising). 

1Vhat~ what cn.n I say to you ipen and women who know much 

more about this movement than I do - who have given much more to it 

of effort und labo~ than I have? All I oan say a.t this moment is 

t :iat we are aee_ng the footprints of the Me s siah. We are enjoying 

tl: at moment for which your forefathers and ma.nr. longed and prayed 

for centuries. Let us not prove uanting. Let us not fail in this 

cxitical moment. flhat you and I do at this momer-t may determine 

the course of Jewish history for a thousand years. 

Life today i~ wonderfully plastic and yielding and sus­

ceptible to influences. Ever y fine soul imprint, every contribu.­

tion in soul, i~ effort, in devotion, i~ consecration, will tell 

ultimately upon the destiny of Israel! Let us pro-ge true and 

strong to the occasion. Let us stand united, everyone; those who 

had been opposed to us and those who have always been with us, the 

indiffere~t. the devoted, e veryone! 

11When God looks with favor upon the uorke of a mall• even 

his enemies make friends with him." Ue need them all; ue need 

unity, unity! tle need an all-embracing# holy devotion to this 
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Address delivered by Rabbi 
Sil vcr. 

c ause. Let ua stand a one and fight as one, -.i~til ~he dru:?~ 
~~!'lat io now breaki:m:g over P'"'leatine will brighten into the fuJ.2. 

noon~ide of a free, prosperouo; bl3ooed Jcuish life in Palestine! 
( Gre a ~ applauoe) 

_ .. _ .... ___________ __ 

6/1/20. 




