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RABBI SILVER'S SPEECH

I really feel as though it were somewhat presumptucus on my part —-
a young man in the service of the Cause =~ to spezk at this convention. I
should rather like to hezr those men who have grown cld in this holy service.
I feel that theirs is this festive occasion, and that they are sntitled to all
the honor wid-ale—twe—sdary ond all the—eredtt that the grateful houss of
Israsl is anxlous and sager to Dbestow upon them. If I say anything at all now,
it is to express the feeling of the younger men who are in the ranks of the

9t na
Trombal lovement, Nedt—e—etabeomend to meke you fesl ~= you, the men who have

worked and toiled loyally and faithfully for mere than one decade == that
we, the youngsr men, are in this cause io stay, to labor, to give of our
devotion and our consecration unto the last moment/\‘ (A_;;;Tuuse) e

We shall take over soms of the burdens which you have carried
80 willingly, and we shall carry on from strength to sirength.

When I f{irst heard the glad tidings that were cabled from zcross

the sea, I felt in a mood somewhat akin to the mood that I was in Novem oer,
i

1918, when the Armistice was signedum~ érly much more so'. ﬁr the Wer,

tremendous, monentous as it was, was swift. It began in my lifetime, and endad
in my lifetime. I was privileged to see the beginning and the consummaticn of
it, But this Armistice marks the end of a War in which Isreel Smisntatiewsiy
lost every battle, out in reality woen the last and the greaztest of the wttiles ==
Sheclival. Hegin To 206
this war 0egan, oh, so long ago =~ the day when the féree-psbesi—sat among the
ruins of the destroyed Sanctuary, and for twenty centuries the traged’. passed

from the drabd to‘the dark,and from the dark to the Stygian gloom; heart-breaking,

soul-trying,m and then, suddenly, suddenly, the glad tidings, the
glorious tidingalwmmwm

—rt

I felt in the mood of holiness. I experienced a sensation such as I




huz.nevor Fo¥ cxperisenced, and I he thanked God that it hee a2z g
/\

v

Yot nmy privilege to Ye one of those who could say " e 3o I
e ous HBlooseot arX Tﬂm«r/ fn A om[,mo«’, /4«7 7 i Lensirense NN
o ’ ¢
hae? Clurzf (g f5 2 et s
I felt as though I would like to tozst the silent dezd, the mighty

wiko kad

heroes of my people, tdead hopsd and hopsd in vain, and fought without being
A

o Leny
aole to ses the glorious Consumation of their oﬁ—eé; and their sacrifices,
4(/141" %
O the heowews who waited and waited through the long, dbsefdt, dreadful night7

4 th

: : —wm : ‘24/
Afbo-gﬁoet Hex'u-.wl./;é"c g

I f<1lt as though I would wish to summon their spirits widbie—we now,
wil® u?
80 that they too might rejoice at—thiw~glévicus—seenston -~ Porhaps they are

rejolcing, Erhaps it is they thed look through our tear—dimmed eyas, ﬁrbaps
y o ok in QReecidiny /

gpirit thet khme prompted us and 5u1de;'1 us and moved

There is one thing thet this remerkable event has confirmed within me.

/
I have always been a eoniirmed ocliesver. I have always belisved implicity that

we were "an eternal peOple, " gven through the lest Jesw Jears, when—thainge-dese
Shoomyy—ani-when all our hopes seemed t0 0e crashing in wreckage; I hoped, I

hopai! ‘&t at no time was gy faith 80 justified as when this thin ’gook pleace.

Then 1 k sw/;thi neitﬁer thre hosts of Babylon :Lfssyria, the i{}gﬁm,f:n;ers W!_(
of Memphis, ®m&d the wsed hoplites of Creece and the iron legions of Wye&,
even Democracy and Freedom iteelf, could g% destroy us. WE ARE AN ETERNAL PEOPLEI]
(Great and prolonged applause, the audisnce rising.)

What, what can I say to you men and women who know Buch more awut this
movement than I do? Who have given much more to it of effort and laber than I
have? All I can say at this mement is that we are seeing the footprints of the

Messiah. We are enjoying that moment for which your forsfathers and mine longed

and peayed Mg for centuries, Let us not prove wanting. Let us not fail in




'3“

this critical moment. What you and I do at this moment may detsrmine the course
of J=wigh history for a thousznd years. :

» Life to=day is wonderfully plastic and yielding and gsusceptible to inw-
fluences. FEwsry fine soul imprint, every contridution in scul, in effort, in
devotion, in consscrction, will tell dltimately upon the destiny of Israell Let
ug prove true and strong to the occasion. ILet us stznd united, everyone; those
et Reee boune abiwoyy Brea et e A
who ase 0pposed to us and thoss who ws® with us, the indifferent, the friende,
everyonel

"When God looks with favor upon the works of a man, even his enecmies

pake friends with him." We nsed them all; we need unity, unity. We need an

all=embrgcing, holy devotion to this cause. Let us stand as one and fight s one,

until the dawn that is now breaking ovsr Palestine will brighten and bdrighten into

/4»&/!41( 2
the fuli noontide of a free,pmsperous, ddcnitied, ewkwwe Jewish 1ife in Pal sstinel

(Grext applaulb)
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Address delivered by Rabbl
Silver,
i
ut in reality won the last and the greatest of the battles, This
began, Ch, so long ago - thc day when the Shechinah began 0

sob among the ruinas of the dews troyed Sambtuary, and for twenity

scnturies the tragedy passed from the drab to the dark, and from
she dark to the Stygian gloom; heari-breaking, soul-trying, crushing,
ond then, suddeniyy suddenly, the glad i ' the glorious ti-
dingsl...

I fel* in the mood of holiness, I experienced a sénsation
such as I had never experienced before, and I thanked God that i3
was my privilege %o be among those who couid say - "Blessed ard
Thou Lord our God, King of the Universe, Lc nast caused us to live
+o see this day®....

I felt as though I would like to toast the silent dead,

she mighty herces of my people, who had hoped and hoped in vain,

and had fought without being able to see the glorious consummation
of their struggles and their sacrifices; the souls Wao waited and
waited through the long, dreadful night of the Golus, fron Ben
vaccai to Halevi, from Halevi to the deathless Hexzl:

I felt as though I would wish ©O summon their spirite novw,
a0 that they toc might rejoice with us. Perhaps they are rejoliclirg,
Perhaps it is they who loox through our tear-dimmed eyes . Perhaps
it is they who speak through our trembling lips! TFoxr was it not
their indomitapble spirit that prompted us and guided us and moved
us through the trying days and the wearying years.

There is one thing which this remarkable event has con-
firmed within me, I have always veen 2 believer! I have always

pelieved implicitly that we wWeIrc v eternal people®, Even throughk




Address delivered by Rabbi Silver
-

*he last vears, when darkness seitled over Israel, when all our
*opes seemed to be crashing in wreckage; I hoped, I hoped! But at
no time was my faith so justified as when this thing took place,
Taen I knew in faith triumphant, that neither the hosts of Babylon
and;Assyria, the furious messengers of Memphis, the greaved hoplites
of Oreece, nor the iron legions of Rome, the Cross and the Crescent,
yea, not even Democracy, and Freedom itself, could destroy us,
WE ARE AN ETERNAL PEOPLE! (Great and prolonged applause, the
audience rising).

That, what can I say to you gen and women Wwho know much
more about this movement thap I do - who have given much more %o 1%
of effort and labot than I have? All I can say at this moment 1s
+hat we are seeing the footprints of the llessiah, We are enjoying
that moment for which vour forefathers and mine longed and prayed
for centuries. Let us not prove wanting., Let us not fail in this
critical moment, Vhat you and I do at this moment may determine

the course of Jewish history for a thousand years,

Life today i® wonderfully plastic and yielding and sus-

ceptible to influences. Every fine soul impring, every contribu~
tion in soul, in effort, in devotion, in coneecration, will tell
wltimately upon the destiny of Israel! Let us proge true and
strong to the occasion. Let us stand united, everyone; those who
had been opposed to us and those who have always beéen with us, the
indifferept, the devoted, everyone!

wTher God looks witk favor upon the works of a man, €vel
his enemies make friends with him " Ve need them all; we need

unity, unity?! Ve need an all-embracing, holy devotion to this




Address delivercd by Rabbi
Silver,
il

ug stand as one and fight as one, until the dawn

now breakimg over Palestine will brighten intc the full

a free, prosperdug; blesced Jewish life in Palestine!

applause)






