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By I m:~·rnE. " f 1H. Y. I £. •. · y, ~avannah a. 

1t b ur cu:tom to cl>. • our 01 i 
with in \ • alifi d b\ 
an l o 1 nati nal -
whi re ne I. In pa: _ 
have 1 y t n n f nati nal reputa-
tion, tor \ \ L :; t Ir. If arn· . \. \ Y r and n-
at r nd th me ·;u.t : th y h·av hr t u ~ hav 
been ere t and value. 

r we hear from on ,rh il n un1--; r in 
ye t1 10 , ve pr c cl cl him, l tabii heel him-
el . e f 1 city and in th • f 1i own 1 opl 

t e at h n uni 1 in one yonn:--.·· 
Th a thi nothit rt of phenom nal, 
and it rivil nrrie y u wha h has 
ac mr nd t h ha attained n t nly in this 
c mmu tt thr e J wi ·h world. 

• o- • ended the public chool o 1 

Y rk d hi lie at the 1 ,· ver. it 
th 1m01 ege. U pou o-radm e >tcd a 
call t reg i \ "h ding . \' . \ "a., wh re h , r ed 
fr rn l\ rs to 1917. 1 t ime he 1 1 th bi of 
The Tem1 le in th n<l. a l nu 
or~ranizati m, and on th . aith. 
H went t France in 19 p ern-
ment, and while ther in 1 ? • l' in. true-
ti n • " br the Fre ·1 

a m mbe ◄ re mmitte f the 
i nc~, and as:ociat cl with Ju tice 

Bran 1 at nrt and J udg ~I ack 
repr th ~ j • ' \\ rld n-
,- ti n i h t he was hon-
o d ) t ator at .\lb rt l lall, 

n 1 u - n wn p em entitled 
" m ica," \\' hich n t by Dr. I aulclincr in a t . ·t 
1> ok .. nrrli h Literature. 

l t ther f re ith ·r at plea ure, and with full a1 precia-
ti n of ur privil that I intr duce t ou thi morning 
Ral bi ha Ili1lel lver f Th Temple thi • ity, wh will 
peak t n ·•Facing the Future.' 
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It is mighty good r. Chairman, to e your elf as others 
see you. Listening to this bioo-raphy of my elf and to the many 
nice things said there concernin me I am r minded of that 
story that Bishop Burch, the late lamented Bi hop of ew York, 
wa fond of telling. He said a hu band in an off moment on e 
called his , ife an angel, and the wife bein taken aback, turned 
to her hubby and said ' o, hubby, tell me ju t , hy did ou 
call me an angel?" ¥ ell, he said, ' Deari , in the fir t place 
you are ah ay up in the air''' (fau h er and in the second 
place you are ah ays harping upon somethin and in the third 
place you are eternally in need of clothes." (Laughter and ap
plau e.) I do not know men and women , h • I \ a alled to 
addre s this convention. The neare t I ver g t to ur line of 
busine wa the pipe organ. (Laught r. I kno, a much 
about your particular line of endeavor as the priest did in that 
stor • that I am fond of tellin . Pat and ike \i ent to church 
one unday morning, for a chancre, and heard the prie t deli er 
a magnificent ermon on the blis of matrimony. fter ma 
wa er and the erm n , a · ended Pat and ~like l ft the 
church and Pat turned t Jike and aid, ' .. ow like, how did 
you like the father s sermon on the bli of matrimony?'' 
"v ell, ) ou know, Pat I thought it wa great, I thought it was 
ju~t great but I wish I knew 1s little about married life as the 
father does.'' ( Laughter and applause.) I chose as my sub
ject, Fa ing the Future ' and I want to say now that in spite 
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of the fact that I am a mini ter I am optimistic. ( Laughter. 

You kno,Y that during the dark moment of the war many of 

u really felt that the cherished things of our civilization would 

be de t;oyed. I need not tell you of the ma nitude and of the 

va t de tructive power . of the multitu<linou sacrifice of the 

Ia t war. It wa a war unprecedented in human annals· ,, ith 

t\Yo-third , of mankind eno-ao-ed in it, with an expenditure of 

two hundred billion dollar representing o much of human 

effort and human lab r, with the lauo-hter of ten million of 

G d' children, thi war we thought would mark the end f 

our civilization even a the civilizations of ancient Babylon and 

Eo-ypt and Rome ended in ruin and du t. et it is a remark

ahl thino-, i it no . friend that here carcely three years after 

thi va t catacly m, the , orld i fa t recuperating the world is 

quickly, quick]), I a,· becomin°·· normal. I am not altogether 

unacquajnted with condition abroad. It has been my portion 

to he in Europe three time durin the pa t three 'ear . I knO\\ 

of th va t p rplexino- problem and he difficulties, economic 

p litical and indu rial, confrontin nearly ever nation in 

Eur pe. I know of the vat mi ery that is afflictino- the countrie 

of Ea t rn ,. urope. and yet, in pite of the e fact and with a full 

corrnizance of the e fact , I ay that Europe i fa t re urning 

it place in the concert of ci ilization. It v ill take some time 

before it will become completely normal, but the trend, the ten

denc' i teady, ure, unbroken, and that i very encouragin • 

becau e it reveal how \\ onderfully ound after all our pre ent 

day ci ilization i , in pite of all it failing and all it weakne e . 

In pite f it abu e and it inju tice , our pre ent da civiliza

tion ha been able to with tand the terrific onsla1wht of six of 

the blo die t year in human hi tory, with all the revolutions 

and all the unre t and all the di turban e and all the di oro-ani

zation which resulted from the univer al struggle. Our ci ili

zation i emeraing , hole. nd for one \ ho i concerned \\ ith 

human well-bein I ay it is a very encouraging and happy 

omen. (,. pplau e.) 
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And certainly . meri a h i en to my mind up rb vi-
dence of a fundamental soundn s whi h e n we "h are al
ways optimistic ab ut our merican d m ra y did n t u pect. 
HO\ quickly we ha return d t ur l aceful pur uit ·. Ho, 
quickly our military in tituti n - hav given way t th n rmal 
in titution of peace. IO\ qui 1 ly our m n hav discard d 
their military uni form and taken on their i ilian crarb: and 
returned ea hone t hi ta k and each ne t hi - j b. If v r 
there , as a doubt in the mind f m n concerning th wh l -
someness and eternal validity of d m crac~' thi war, t my 
mind ha forever di pelled that doul t. \ e have pr ved to th 
world that in mom nt of cri e - in moment of need, \re can 
become a mo t i orou , a m t ff tiv . a 111 t <lea 11 , in ·tnt
ment for the uppre ion and de tru tion f ry n my of 
civilization, and we are giving evidence to the world that when 
the danger i pa t, we can a quickly and a ffectively r turn t 
the peace£ ul and the . acred pur uit of ci •ilization. . pplau e. 
I know, and in Hstening to the repor s that have b n ITTven 
here thi morning I can readily see that you all know of the 
abnormality that still exi t in your line of endea or a it e -i t 
in every line of indu trial enterpri e in thi country· one an 
readily under tand it. \\ ith the di or anization of the \ ar, 
with the need for a radical deflation \ ith th huttin • down f 
foreio-n markets, with the la k of credit, it wa in itable that 

e would suffer a temporary economic depre i n but my 
mind it is just as inevitable that in the cour e f time and that 
very oon, the ,vealth the indu try, th pirit £ enterpri e and 
initiati e, th o, the optimi m of the 4 merican bu ine man 
i bound to tell and \ hall return to normal and pro perou 
time·. ( pplau e. \ Vhat i need d, my fri nd , above a11, is 
the pirit of great faith and optimism in all our line of en
dea or, not merely our economic endeavor but our political and 
so ial and economic endeavor. I believe that if at any time in 
our history the American people hould have been devoting 
itself a siduously, almo t religiously to the task of making 
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democracy real, vital and telling in the lives of the men and 
women of this land, it has been during the past few years and 
it i today. ome of us during the past fe\ years grew a little 
restless and discouraged ; we were afraid of that spectre that 
aro e on the teppe of Russia and in Asia. We were a £raid of 
a tide of Bolshevism inundating our own continent and destroy
ing our wn in titution . I have never feared Bolshevism in this 
land ; I have never feared it in Russia; I have always said-I say 
o now-that Bolshevism is doomed to failure even in Russia. 

Bolshe i m is the child of misery, the offspring of tyranny and 
oppres ion, and it was inevitable that after centuries of sup
pression, of autocracy, of tyranny, that the first lurch, the first 
plunge f the peoples of Rus ia for freedom would be to the 
e treme of communism or Bolshevi m. But it is equally cer
tain that after the first few hectic years will have passed away, 
that the normal, invariable and universal laws of economics 
and politics" ill begin to work in Ru sia even as they work the 
\ orld over. The Russian people is e sentially an agricultural 
people, a nation of peasants, and the peasant is by temperament, 
by inheritance by disposition, an intense individualist, and loves 
his strip of soil. The peasant wants his bit of .ground to be his 
O\ n , ithout interference, ,, ithout let or hinderance from any 
government even if it be a communistic government, and the 
peasant today in Russia is slO\ ly but surely organizing himself 
into one vast body to destroy the power of that small handful 
of so-called proletariats in Russia. Russia is a population of 
85 % pea antry, and a country like that will become conserva
tive and steady as far as civilization is concerned. I have never 
feared for Bolshevism in Russia; I have certainly never feared 
for it in merica. I believe first of all in the soundness of our 
institutions. I believe in their soundness so much that I am 
ready to have them challenged. I believe that a nation such as 
ours, ble sed by God with plenty, where there is a surplus, where 
there is no need for poverty or misery, where every man has a 
chance to rise to ~he height of his own capacity and gifts, a 
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nation which extend infinite op1 ortunity to all it hildren 
realize the highest and best that i in them a nation of homes, 
of cherished traditions where men ha e the ri<Yht of the ballot 
and the free exercise ther of, uch a nation, in spite of poradic 
outbursts of hectic revolutionarie \ ill ne er, can never, wel-
come or tolerate Bol hevi m. pplau e.) 

I believe in demo ra y men the dem cracy \ hi h i more 
than the right of suffrage. I believe in the oul of demo racy 
in the philosophy of dem era y I believ in a dynamic, a re -
si e kind of democracy. I knm: it failina I know it h rt 
comings, I know the inequaliti , I kn w the inju tice ; I know 
that \ e have not a ·et toda that p rfect type of dem cratic 
institution , hich we should hav but in pite of it I beli ve in 
it. I believe that one Lincoln, one Linc 1n of the earth arthy, 
of the ery soil of merica , ith a 1 it rud ne and all its 
roughnes but with all it tr ngth and all its innate p w r and 
greatne -I ay that one Lin· ln i \ rth a hundred disillu i n
ment . ( pplau e.) \ hat i d m crac at bolt m ? D m -
racy at bottom means hi : the ri ht of e ery child of God to live 
his own life, to develop those capacitie , that are innate in his 
soul. Democracy means self-e.,·pre ion· democra y means 
self-realization; democracy is the challen e to every individual 
to rise and rai e others • and therein i the radical diff ren e 
between democracy and autocracy bet\ e n democracy and any 
form of dictatorship, even if it be a dictatorship of ano-el . I 
would not ha e a dictatorship, my friend ith God a the dic
tator. We grow through our experience , through our failures, 
through our trial and tribulation . \\'e rope , e stumble, e 
ri e again and move on. In an autocracy, in a dicta orship 
where our initiative i stunted where the opportunity for ex
perimentation, for enterprise, for experience, is denied, the 
moral development of human beings is impossible. It is as if 
{you would take your child and instead of permitting him to 
I 

learn by experience to find things out for himself, you were to 
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be the absolute dictator, you were to tell your child 'this you 
mu t do, thi ou mu t not do. ' You , ere to regulate in hard 
and fa t di ipline and regimen his every movement and act. 
Your child would grow up, not immoral nor moral, but un
moral· he ,,. nld gro, up morally tunted. In a monarchy, an 
autocracy a dictatorship whether it be a dictatorship of the Czar 
or f L nine, the a rage individual i not o-iven that sacred 
opportunity to learn by experience to express that \ hich is 
within his soul. n autocracy makes for uniformity, an autoc
rac would like to have all the children of men drilled into a sort 
of a goo e- tep regin ent o that the v ill all move arke and act 
alike and think alike and speak alike, because then they can be 
u ed more readily a the tool the blind tool of the tate; but 
in a demo ra y we lay the premium up n indi iduality and upon 
per ·onality upon that \vhich in you is different from that \\rhich 
i in y ur n i hbor. " democracy i a ort of a beautiful mo aic 
made up of many block and many sizes a 1d many color , but all 
blending into one perfect pattern of harm ny, a sort of a rain
bov made up not of one color but of man colors blending and 
f u ing into one perfect unity. T'hat i the ideal of democracy 
that i th nly idea] for civilization and that is why I believe 
democracy, in pite of all it era ne and in pite of it crude
ne and in pite of all its imperfection t i the only agency ever 
m ented by the groping soul of man to reach the throne of God. 

That i why my friend we who live in a democratic coun
try must zealously, zealou ly and jealously guard our demo
cratic institution . nd how hall we guard them? ~ ot by say
in that the tatus quo i the la t word· that there is need for no 
improvement, for no advance for no change. Reaction, my 
friends i ju t as dangerou a re olution. Revolution i a 
blind plunge into the future. Reaction i a blind plunge into 
the past. o society can remain static· it must either move for
ward or ha k\J ard • there mu t be either progression or retro
gression; \ e cannot stay put· we cannot stay fixed. I some-
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times believe that the reactionar i the father of th r v lu
tioni t • I sometime belie e that the man , ho , ould dam the 
stream of human life and keep it fr m fl wing freel to it ap
pointed de tiny i ju t as mu ·h an nem f human pro re and 
ci ilization as the man \ ho blindly and furioll ] and in pa ·ion 
would de troy that deli ate fabric f our pre · nt day i iliza
tion. Democra y i not revoluti nar , it ann t be revoluti n
ary but democracy i not rea ti nary. Dem ra y I liev • in 
reformation, in progre in eJ·perimentation in free mo em nt. 
Our political condition today m friend . are much better than 
,, hat they \ ere t, ent -five year a o than what they wer fifty 
years ao-o and we want to mak them infinitely better in the 
day to come. \Ve n ed m n of tr nger charact r, f ~trono-er 
per onality of greater e peri nee· \Ve n d ucce ful bu~iness 
men to enter into our political life to take contr 1 of it to mold 
it to purify it. \Ve dare not leav ur p li ical r <ranization to 
fall into he hands of cheap pr fe ·i nal p liti ·ian . ~\p
plau e. ) It i a sacred duty, a duty incumb nt upon ever r busi
ne man. erhap it i onl. a dream f mine that • m day the 

merican bu ine man aft r he hall ha e r ach cl a rtain 
peri d of Ii fe and a certain statu of sncce in hi l arti ular call
ino- , ill then dedicate hi e. • erien e, hi · apacity f r rgan 
izati n for management hi knowl dge of m n t the difficult 
and e ential pr blem f our political Ii fe. That i th kind f 
democracy I ask for. 

I ask for democrac 111 our o ial life. I a ·I for that whole
some hone t pirit of real democrac whi h pervaded our coun
try a hundred year ago and fifty year ago when , did not 
ha e all that wealth and all that lu ury , hich \ e hav t <lay. 
\Vhat , e need i the democracy of implicity the dem racy of 
self-di cipline and self-restraint the dem racy that p rmit no 
snob bi hne and no ocial a te. . nati n that permit · wealth 
to vaunt and sway, i a nation that i following in the f ot teps 
of Rome and Greece and Babylon. I am ometime afraid, 
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friends, that our arriving generation is becoming too pampered 

and too \i eakened, morally \ eakened by the vast profusion of 

comforts and luxuries. What our nation needs today, my 

friends, i that same sturdy, rigorous disciplinar ' life of the 

frontiers men of the old days of the Pilgrim fathers , ho came 

here and fa ed nature in all it ho tility and conquered it. 

Moral stamina, phy i al stren th elf ontr I discipline-that 

is what our nation needs today. nobbi hness pride, social 

caste system , corrode and undermine the strength of a great 

nation. That is my democracy. 

I ould ha e democracy in religion; I would have men 

realize- h how mu h I , ould ha e them realize that their 

religious con i tion are after all merely o many gropings in 

the dark. v e know not if , hat we ha e is the ultimate and ab

solute truth and our kind Father abov , ho atches us gives 

us credit, my fr iends, not for the truths we have but for the 

honesty and the sincerit of our str· ing . I would have men 

of all faith and an religions realize that the things that separate 

them are much le • mportant and significant than the things 

which hold them together. 1 \ ould have them become a\\ are, 

if I could of the fundamental human need that underlie all the 

struggling and stri ing of God' children. I would ha e them 

realize that in the sight of God there i but 1an, that race and 

creed and ca te and po ition and antecedent and influence and 

all the tinsel sho of our conventional life are nothing in the 

sight of Him who rule the world. Only the soul purged of 

its dross only the mind keen and alert on it task to benefit the 

world, only the holy sentiment and the fine emotions--0nly 

these things that are common to all men of every clime, of every 

race, of e ery religion the democratic things of life, are of any 

value in the sight of God. ( pplau..,e. ) That is democracy, m 

friends, that I appeal for. 

I would appeal for a similar democracy in our industrial 



life. I would bring you back, and men like you, to those mighty 
days of the war, when all of us seemed to have been thrilled and 
exhalted by a holy passion, when we lost a little of our selfish
ness and a little of our smallness and pettine in the o-reat com
mon ta k of aving civilization. I , i h that I ould r tain a bit of 
that pure, fine pa ion which dominated our thinkino· and ur a -
tion in the days of the great struggle. I, ish I could retain them 
for these days of reconstruction, for we nee~ them, my friends 
today, even more than we needed them then. We need the ame 
spirit of sacrifice and the ame spirit of mutual tru t and the 
same spirit of give and take and the same spirit of love ade
quately and peacefully to solve the difficult problem of our in
dustrial life. I tell ou men and women that anyone who 
preaches class struggle, whether it be on the part of la or or on 
the part of capital, is an 1enemy of society. I tell you, my friends, 
that anyone who in this hour, when we are laboring so pain tak
ingly to build upon the ruins of six years of destruction anyone 
who preaches hatred, passion exploitation, autocracy, dictator
ship, is not a friend of civilization. \i\That we need today-and 
this shall be my last word to you this morning-what we need 
today my friends, is a spirit of sympathetic and friendly o
operation. The need of one is the need of the other; the oppor
tunity of one is the opportunity of the other, and the succe s of 
the one is the success of the other. In this land no busi ess man 
need become rich at the expense of the workingman but both 
of them may grow into greater prosperity through greater pro
duction, through greater efficiency, through greater opportuni
ties. Don't you realize how God has blessed this land? hat a 
profusion of wealth there is here, almost untapped and un
touched? vVhy in this blessed continent of our , e can make 
real the visions of the prophets of old, that every man shall dwell 
under his own vine and his own fig tree. Every honest work
i11.gman of this land may grow into full independent and eco
nomic competence, if all of us unite in approaching our indus
trial problems, sanely, calmly, dispassionately honestly, religi-



14 

ously. I once read an article by Mr. Babson saying that the 
greatest need of our age today is religion. The greatest need 
of our age today is reli ion. I wish I could underscore that 
statement. I do not mean the religion of the creed, I do not 
mean the religion of the ect I do not even mean the religion of 
going to church on unday • I do not even mean the religion of 
formal prayer. I do not mean the religion of church affiliation, 
but this i the religion I mean: ·Thou ha t been told, Oh man, 
what is o-ood and "' hat the Lord doth require of thee, only to 
do justly to lo e mercy, and to walk humbly with thy God." 
Justice mere , humility-the e are the three cardinal needs of 
our age, and the bu ines man, my friends, needs them just as 
much as the man f the cloth. 

It ha alway been my dream of America, it has always been 
my vision of America that here on the e blessed shores we 
, ould evolve a type of society and a type of man such as the 
world ha not yet een. To me • meriea my friends, is not a 
stretch of te!-ritory from the Atlantic to the P acific. To me it is 
not even an aggregate of a hundred mimon souls; to me it is 
an ideal· to me it i a spiritual essence; to me it is that something 
for which the age have waited that something for which the 
submerged and the suppressed peoples of the earth have prayed 
and longed for with tear-dimmed eye . To me it is the last great 
hope and the la t burning wish of humanity-that in this land 
the miniature of the world the o-athering place of all the races 
and all the people the fineness and the strength of them, the 
o-lory and the enterpri e of them that here in this new land un
shackled b ' ancient tradition, unencumbered by ancient preju
dices, free as God's heaven is free, big as the vastness of this 
continent we \ ould e olve a social organization so perfect so 
just that peoples , ill ble them el es by it. nd I still believe 
that if a true passion of religion would take hold of the working
men and the bu iness men of our land, a eritable religious re
vival, a mutual consecration to the highest and the noblest in 
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our history, that we could, in the ·ear to come perfect such an 
organization upon this sacred footstool of God. 

During the heat and the tre of the \J ar. ome a ked me 
to gi e my definition of merica, and I gave them thi defini
nition : It ha helped me tremendou I in my mall labor in be
half of making merica the hies ed of the world, and it mi ht 
help others. 

God built Him a continent and filled in with trea ure un
told. 

He tudded it with weet flowin fountain and traced it 
with long \ inding tream . 

He carpeted it \ ith soft rollin prairie and olumned it 
with thundering mountain . 

He planted it with deep hadowed forests and filled them 
,, ith sono-. 

Then he called unto a thou and peoples a d summoned the 
bravest among them. 

The came from the ends of the earth, each bearin a gift 
and a hope. 

The glow of adventure v a in their eyes and in their hearts 
the glory of hope. 

And out of the bounty of earth and the labor of men out 
of the lono-ino- of heart and the prayer of oul , out of 
the memory of age and the hope of the \J orld 

God fa hioned a nation in lo e, ble ed it with a purpose 
sublime and called it MERIC . 

( Audience arose and applauded the speaker.) 



,FOR SERVICE 
FROM AN ADDRESS MADE BEFORE THE CLEVELAND 
ASSOCIATION OF CREDIT MEN BY ABBA HILLEL 
S VER, RABBI OF THE TEMPLE OF CLEV.£1.AND 

WHY are such agencies as Babson and 
the Wall Street Journal proclaiming 

doctrines heretofore proclaimed only by 
ministers of religion and for the most part 
unheeded? 

I think I know the reason. It is because 
there is something wrong fundamentally 
with our economic organism. Our entire 
system is basically ill-founded. The spirit 
of our life is not service but profit, not man 
but money, not God but Mammon. 

Every human institution must function 
if it is to live. Science must explain life, 
medicine must protect life, art must beautify 
life, literature must interpret life, religion 
must exact life. What about business? 
What function does it perform? In each 
of these phases the man who is great is the 
man who has rendered service, not wor-



hipped mon y. The great cientist is he who 
ha ma ea di covery of benefit to mankind. 
The great arti t i he ho ha painted a 

r at picture which ha in pir d humanity. 
How about bu in r I the great bu i-

man one ho ha made a lot of monev 
o ne ho ha produ ed alue to ociety. 
\ hy do we think of ucce s in bu ine s i, 
term f mon y? B cau e we have been 
accustom d to ay ' busine is busine 
\Ye ve et a pecial standard for bu ine 
that l e n 't appl to the e other... Th 
doctrin of "busin i bu ine n i th 
most damnable e,, r in ented.. f bu ine 
mean simpl exploitation a1 makin 
man , it i a cial menace and mu t b 
de troyed. 

Gr at c r ra i n in the beginning wer 
oc·all ie iral l becau e through their 

great organizati t .. th y could e. tend va ly 
enlarg d r i to oci ty. Then they 
became runk n th ir o n power. 

I still believ in our ~ tern of pri ate 
property, but if it i. t e pre erved, the 
time has come for b "in , to organize for 
ervice a bu in ha been organized for 



profit. \r n l n 
.. heart. In organizin 

three thing w have 

u a n v 
ti r a· 

First-Human hap • tc • 

all. The are no fa h • 
ight f d. Bu in o or0 a 1iz 

a t na m n and find hap] ·_ 
in their ~ ·ork a 1a .. fr m i . 
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men but how can I organize my business 
so my men can get the most out of it? 

Third- Wealth will be the reward of 
service and nothing else if business 1s 
organized for service. 

If business men will recognize their 
responsibility as leaders and Americans to 
fashion new ideals, to throw themselves 
into this task and to recognize that this is 
a definite, concrete piece of work, they can 
organize industry so it will yield the maxi
mum of human happiness, the maximum of 
human opportunity, and the! maximum of 
equitable di tribution of wealth. This is 
what I mean when I speak of organizing 
for service. 




