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Citizens' Thanksgiv· g 
Celebration 

B. F. Keith's Palace Th atrc 
Euclid Avenue and East 17th tr t 

Thursday, November 27, 1930 
10:30 A. M. 

REV. LOUIS C. WRIGHT. PRESID ING 

MUSIC - "Praise Ye the Lord. " 
Orpheus Male Octette 

Charles D. Dawe Director 

HYMN - " merica'' 

INVOCATION -

Monsignor Joseph Smith, P. 

Vicar General f th 

MUSIC -- "The Prayer of Thanksgi in • 

Orpheus al Oct tte 

THE PRESIDENT•& PROCLAMATION 
Mayor John D. far ·hall 

MUSIC --"Worship God in ature'' 

Orpheus lal O te t 

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND OFFERING 

ADDRESS --
Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver, of Th TelTlpl • 

HYMN -- "America the Beautiful" 

CLOSING PRAYER -

Rev. Stanley E. Grannum, Pastor Cor M ·thodi. hurch 

The Citizens' Thanksgiving Celebration i und r th a pie 
of the Catholic , Jewish and Protestant hur h of r at r 
Cleveland. 
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AMERICA 
1 

My ountry, 'ti of thee , 
Sweet land of lib rty 

Of thee I sing; 
Land where my ath rs di d 
Land of the Pilgrim ' prid 
From ev' ry m untain ide 

Let freedom ring. 

2 

M) nati e ountry, the 
Land of the noble free, 

Thy name I love; 
I lov thy ro k and rill , 
Thy wood. and t mpled hill 
My heart in raptur thri 11 , 

Like that above. 

L t music w 11 th br z 
And ring from all th tre 

Sw et fr edom 's ong; 
Let mortal tongue a ake; 
L t 11 that br ath partak ; 
L t rock th i r ilenc br alt, 

The ound prolong. 

Our fat her ' God to thee 
Author of 1 ib rt • 

To the w 1ng; 
Long may our land b bright 
With fr dom ~ h ly ligh • 
Prot t u by thy might, 

Great God our King. 

0 BEAUTIF L FOR PACIOU KIE 
1 :~ 

0 b auliful for spr iou kie , 
For amber waves of grain, 

For purpl e mounta in majesties 
Abov th f ruit d plain. 

Am r i 'L Am r i a . 
G d bed Hi gra on th e, 

And .rown thy good with 
brotherhood 

From sea to shining ea! 

2 

0 beautiful for pilgrim feet 
Whos s rn, impa ·ioned ~ tres 

A thor ughfa re fo fr d m b t 
ro~ h ;v'ld 

rn 1 a Ame ~j l ! 
d m nd t 1 n V r.' fl a r 

Confi rm t h · :oul 1n s lf
' Ont r 1. 

Th • Ii b r _, in 1" ~· ! 

0 beaut iful for hereos pro d 
In liberating strif 

Who mo r than , If th i r 
, untr_· 1 yecl, 

And m re · mor than lif ; 
Am ri a! Am ri a! 

Ma God thy gold refin , 
Till all u ce be nobl nes , 

And e ery gain divine. 

0 beautiful for patriot dr am 
1t t e b ond th sears 

Thin , laba t r citie .. gleam 
Undimm d by human t ar ! 

Am ri 'l. Am n a. 
G d sh d His gr· c e n th 

And t rown thy g od \ ith 
br therhoo 

rom . ea to . hining 'l. 
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THANKSGIVIOO ADDRF.SS 

November 21, 1951 

Church of the Master 

s 

We are remi n&td this day of the many blessings for which we should be profound-

ly grateful. Even in these difficult and troubled ti es in which we live, in the 

midst of a sad and distraught world, we still have many, maey things indeed for which 

fflt as Americans may be deeply gratetul. There is hardly a people on earth that has 

been privileged to enjoy that measure ot material prosperity which hae been ours. 

our soil has yielded abundantly for the nourishment of our people, andour mines and 

mills• our shops and factories have produced so 1m1ch to increase the comfort and well

being or our people. We have not been niggardly or ungenerous in sharing these gi.fta 

or God and t he labor or our hands with other peoples in the tar corners of the earth 

ho have not Ileen as fortunate as we have been. 

In the midst of a world where the rights and the freedoms or men are being pro

gr6ssively endangered or destroyed, we have been blessed with the preservation of our 

tree institutions, our liberties and those precioua right■ for which the pioneers and 

builders or t is country fought and heroically labored. Here, too, we have not hugged 

these -precious gifte of freedom and democracy to ouraelvas, but we have giwn cour

ageous leadership and substantial support to other peoples in many- prta of the world 

who are struggling desperately either to achieva or to preserve their liberties. 

These are things to be truly thankful for• We have reason, also• to be thankful 

to a lCind Providence for the spirit of good will and toleration which, in spite ot 

some set-backs, n have succeeded in preeerving among our people, in spite of their 

diversities of religioua believe and in spite of their varied backgrounds and ante

cedents. we have preserved the unity and the integrity ot the American people and 

we are making progreaa on the road towards a complete tul.fillment of t l-9 baaic ideal 

ot American lite - the equality and the fraternity ot our people, regardless ot race, 

creed or color. 
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ThankagiVing Day reminds us ot how much we are indebted to those Pilgrim Fathers 

who not only gave ua thi holiday and its message of spiritual devotion, wt ho alao 

gave us the basic ideals upon hich our country has rested through these centuries. 

In spite of the trials and Slff'erings which were theirs in the first years of t eir 

settlement on these shores, t~1ey tound it in their hearts to of'f'er Thanksgiving to 

Almight7 God for the lessings which ere theirs - tar fewer, I assure you, materially 

than those hich we enjoy today. Within four months after they landed one-half ot 

that group of 102 parsons - men, women and children - were dead. They died of hunger 

and exposure. any a day there were no more than six or soven men lert to attend to 

the sick and to bury the dead. They buried thoir dead in unma- ked graves lest the 

Indiana ould res.117.e how sadly their ranks had been depleted and how easy it 1') uld 

be to attack them. All the rigors of a "ew Ene snd winter were unleashed against 

the• exiles. Yet they- endnred and they were t nlc 1 to God. And becau of the 

heroic endurance of this hand!ul or men and 1r0 n, hey were destined to become the 

nucleus not alona or a gre t nation, but or n civilization. 

What was it that these Pilgrilm were seeking in the wilderness of tne new world? 

unlike some who preceded them and many who fol.bed them, they were not in search of 

wealth. They were not adventurers who desired to exploit the fabulous earth of the 

new continent. They were not ot the unfortunate rilf-ratt or the old workd who were 

deported to the new world to atone :f'or thetr crimes. They were simple folk, yeomen, 

artisans, laborers, voluntary exiles in quest of liberty. What sort of liberty did 

they seek - these Pilgrir.ls? Principally religious liberty. They had become complete

ly dissatisfied with the religious life and conditions about them in England and en

tertained U ttle hope as to the possibility ot reforming the church. They decided 

to l:reak with the established church and to found independent congregat:i one. The7 
the 

were/Disaentora, the non-contormista. They were soon perNCUted. The tiJlee did not 

permit di:f'terencea in religious opinion. nil Their worship•• broken up by' aob■• 
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The worshippen were pibllcly insulted. Their leaders were imprisoned. They aoon 

realized that English was no spiritual home for them. They could not worship God as 

they pleaaed in their native land and ao they migrated first to Holland and al'ter 10 

years, tearing that their children wou l d aoon loae maqy habits or life which to them 

were dear, decided to s et ail tor the new world. 

These Pilgrim Fathers gave WI the traditions or religious liberty. They also 

gave us the tradition ot political liberty. It is very interesting to note how cloae 

religious treedan and political freedom 11:ve paralleled each other through history-. 

They march hand in hand. A people that resists autocracy in religion will soon co• 

to resist autocracy also 1n political life. :rn reaching out for political freecb m, 

the Pilgrim Fathers found inspiration and sanction in the Bible. One cannot ove?\

estimate the part which the Bible played in the life of these Pilgrba, in their basic 

outlook, in their habits or conduct and of ~ech. The Dible wae their BUpreme guide. 

They apolca the language of the Bible. They named their children after the character• 

or the Old Testament. That looked upon themael • as the children or Israel coming 

out of England which •s to them Eg,ypt,J and from the yoke or the king, who waa to 

them a Pbaroah, and coming U> the new land which they looked upon as Canaan. And the 

new COmDK>nwaalth which they established was founded upon the basic democracy or ti. 

Bible. 

Along with their legacy or religious and political .&eedom, they bequeath unto 

us tile legacy of a strong, robust, bard-working, aerious-m:i.nded and self-reliant •n 

and 1101118n - qualit1ea or chare.'!ter which are •• indiepeneable today u in those day•• 

Our countryl'Duld not be what it ia today it it were not r or this robuat, healt}V', 

courageous and independent spirit ot ite early founders. There•• nothing pl.JIIJ>9nd 

and noth • ng nak about thebl. They ,,._ out 111 d faced all t.hl hardship• and danger• 

intrepidly and they endured. 
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For these gifts of our g;re t past , of hich this Thanksgiving Day nminds , 

we should in ed be gratatul. e should remember, however, that these gifts dan b9 

dissipated and lost. They ar not permanently i nsured. They are not automatically 

tranani tted £rom one generation to another. Religi ous tr e om an to1'3r t i n c be 

lo t . There were moments in our histor-J - and not only n the distant st - n 

there was real danger that intolerance and bigotry o 1d mreep and inundate the erent 

American tradition of religious freed> m. Fro tim to time group or intoler nt, mis

led and mischi vou en an omen a rose in o midst as t y arose in other ountries 

who . avowed purpose was to deny to other men full partici tion in the enjoyment of 

the rights and lib rties of Ameri becauve they did not approve oft eir reliiioue 

beliefs or for other sectarian nd racialist reas ons . These bigots ar not entirely 

dead in the united states to y . 

e should also remember th t no democracy j ~ i:rmm.im,e or C-'l'l ope to irnrm1ne from 

anti-democratic propa anda, native or alien. T ere are forces who are opposed to 

freedom ho exploit the in titutions of fr e m3r.10crac to destroy it . A democraey 

can be overthrown even witho t n armed revolut on . In its initial statae at le st 

th parliamentary process oan be exploited to bring about a dictatorship. No one ha.a 

guaranteed the auto:natic survival or democracy in our country. iven the aam set of 

conditlons h:lch ndangered democracies in other lands, it y succumb here too. 

These are very sobering and minatory realities which no thoughtful American will dia

regard. We must not permit our democracy to ain comp1a nt. Hostile propanda 

must be aggressively exposed and its agents ._ .. _r 1 -,sly revealed and kept under 

eonstant pu.blic surveillance . w; should, howev r, rd ourael a ag inst re orting 

to needless suppre siv m sures a ainst t~e xerci or free speech 111d the right ot 

free assembly for in so doin we s all be estroyin th very in titutions which• 

wiah to preserve . e mu t rd 0 1Jr l e against hysteria, witch-huntin and thl 

gagging of our :rr ducational insti t-~tiona. mu t never be panick8d by' alogana 

or oatclMrorda or smear campaigns. We must be oberly critical, ana11-tioal, 1lrm 
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but fair - fair to our•lves and to our own institutions. should not resort to ill-" 

patient and illegal methoda to obtain evenwortcy and desirable objectives. 

we should not ovel"-burden or over-tax 01r government. When impossibl political 

or economic burden• are put upon a democrac7, it collapses. Those who wish their 

goverment to provide them always with bread and circu•• 11Ust be prepared to turn 

over to their government all their liberti••• 

e :,hould work continually for a larger nieasure of economic security for our 

people and for a permanent solution of the problem of economic depr ss on1 - large

scale uremployment which bring untold misery to people ani incite to all kinds ot 

desperate remedial measures. 

Above all, 1'8 should avoid war md the things which lead to war for nothing so 

destroys freedom and liberty in the world as wars, even aiccesstul •ra. he 1, st 

two world wan were waged to make democracy 1111.fe i.11 th world and to protect men 

against the aggression of dictators. Both the war were won and yet there has 

never been less of democracy in the world in a hundred years than there ia today. 

Dl our efforts to preserve the heroic traditions·or religious and political 

liberty which h., ve come down to us from our great past, we can derive confidence 

and inspiration from some factors which are unique to our American hi tory. 

ours is a long, established democracy nearly 175 y-.rs old. e have gone 

through maJ17 crises, including a Civil war, and we have survived. To this day no 

long-established democracy in the orld has collapsed before totalitarian aggn;ssion. 

Nasiiem, fascism eJ d Bolshevian came to countries and to peoples which had no strong 

democratic tradition• Tho, peoples real~ never experiences for aey long t:hne thl 

disciplines, th aacrifices and ~he privileges of self-government. steadily through 

the years our people had the geniu to extend he right of au1frage, to mak our 

governnent more responaible, more flexible, and more reeponaive to the advancing needa 
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of the Nnerican people. We like to govern ourselves. T 1e very i ' 'ea or being rnted 

by a Fuhrer, a Duce, a Cor.uni~sar is hateful o our very soul. To b deprived of their 

personal liberties ro• ld o violence to their . spirit. 

,e also ha e a fin capa.ci ty for se:.r-cri tici - SOI eti e to e c s< and o.rten-

t ee e ke too s r.r ioua'.cy' t . e cri tici3ll de o... us . • other people, bi.: t re ot 

v r to apprai olU-salve searchingly - are not given to exceaaive .U- atjJ•t-

cation, to natio 1 exhibition. .~ ar r a y to a knowl dge ur ~tak 0 take 

tl bla f o t hem and not to b e other peopl s , for o i~ta s . ·,e can r rse 

oursel 3 • '{e often find that a hing which e thou ht 0 ·1 d work es not ork# and 

e change. ~e are not ostile to xper:1.mentat:on. e are oli ticRll resillont and 

t at ' ~swell for our Uie . 

e ha "e v st na~ l l" e v o rces . O. r is not a starved of crowded land. our 

people is not doo a to a l stand&rd :f li ·.n • On of th49 wor t roes or democracy 

is pov0 rty • There need be no povercy in our 1 

make life happier and more bun ant for 11. 

• th intelligent management we can 

Fort'W'lately, too, have not tragmontized u,.. poll tical li:fe. e do not suffer 

as so ,le of the countrie on the continent of Europe from a host of a.nall belligerent 

political group , intransigeant in their petty nd unimporta'l t divergences which haft 

helped in some instances to destroy and in other instances to bring into disrepute thl 

democratic proce in th ld orl 

of gov.mm nt. 

We h;:Jve retained by nd Jarge a two-party system 

e are a yo ne nation. .,e do ot belong to the past. The nast belon s to ua. - - -

e ar not handicapped by ol<i world nimositie al.thou h from time to time these do 

creep And d vil our national life 811d uni • e hav no threatening nei)lhbora 

on ou frontiers. ore than any other people on earth are able, it eo we will 

and hA e the vision to pursue ou: r.hoeen ay or life on confidence and hi h hope. 
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What is this American way- ot lite? What are its permanent teature■? Thi birtih 

ot the united 5tates or America was distinctly a new phenomenon in the world. Our 

oo-1ntry s born in rev lution, the first great democratic revolution in the Western 

world. ~he principles of the Declaration of Independenoe were, ot couree, not un-

known as aca c sibjacts as ns terial tor di•cussion an:,ng philosophers and ■cholar■ 

and po ts, but never had they been used as the actual foundation stones for 11. political 

,..tate~ Tp t,o that time no state ha been established upon a written constitution• a 

i tten document which clearly detined not only what government could do, but what 

government could not do. Again, no so e eign independent state had ever been estab-

1 ished which was composed out of so large a number of eovereign independent states 

as the united states of America. The world at tMt time tcnewor empires who had been 

fashioned out of conquest and torcib1' coalesced 'bJ' a voluntary federation of aovel'-
a 

eign states united in .f'reedo and having mutual be it - that was/unique ennt in 

the political history ot mankind. And finally, no nation waa ever fashioned out o.f' eo 

many different national, raci 1 m d r ligioue strains and so predaninantly a nation 

od immigrants from all corners of the earth. All these !actors are in a real •na• 

unique with our country and thia unique history' and composition ruve given our countiy 

a unique position, a unique tradition and a unique destiny. 



THANKSGIVING ADDRESS 

ovember 21, 1951 

Church of the aster 

We are reminded this day of the maey blessings for rhich we should be profound

ly grateful. Even in these difficult and troubl d t ,i mes in which we live, in the 

midst of a sad and distraught world., we still have many, many things indeed for which 

we as Americans may be deeply gra ful . There is hardly a people on earth that has 

been privilegod to enjoy that measure of material prosperity which has been ours . 

being of our people . 7fe have not been niggardly or ungenerous in sharing these gifts 

of God and the labor of our hands ith other peoples in 1'11Jllll!t_. corners of the earth 

who have not aeen as fortunate as we have been. W ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
In the midst of a world where the rights and he 1'reedoms of men are being pro

gr• ssively endangered or destroyed, we have been les ed with the p~e ervation of our 

free institutions , our liberties and those precious rights for which the pioneers and 

builders 0f this country fought and heroically labored. Here , too , e have not hugged 

these precious gi.rts or freedom and democracy to ourselves , but we have given cour

ageous leadership and substantial support to other peoples 

who are stru glif!g d,CfX~l:/!tt ~ .~<:o ~~~ ve or to preserve their liberties . Wt. 
a...., ~~ t':;;.n{s ~e- t~:i; -tb~fo~~ We have reason, also , to be thankful 

to a Kind Providence for the spirit of good will and toleration which, in spite of 

some set- backs , we have succeeded in preserving among our people , in spit9 of their 

diversities of religi.cua believe and in spite 0£ their varied backgrounds and ante-

c dents . we have preserved the unity American people and 
.. 

of the 

of American life - the equality and the fraternity ot our peopl , r egardless of race , 

creed or color. Wa. \v1 ,e} ~ '->(-re, 1t..lj ~-~ - _ _ ..... _ CA.._ ' -t._,.._.__ 

ct ~ ~ V'~ 'fr_~ __ 
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ThanksgiVin Day reminds us of how much we are indebted to those Pil grim Fathers 

who not only gave us this ho]iday and its messa e of spiri ual devotion , but who also 

gav us the basic ideals upon which our country has rested through these cent ries . 

In spite of the trials and sufferings which were theirs in the first years of their 

ettlement on the e shores , they found it in thetr hearts to offer Thanksgiving to 
. ~ 

Almighty God for the blessings which were theirs - 'far fewer , I assure you , materially/ 

than those which we enjoy today. Within four months after they landed one- half of 

that group of 102 persons - men, women and children - were dead. They died of hun er 

and exposure . Many a <lay there were no more than six or seven men left to attend to 

the sick and to bury the dead. They buried their dead in unma--ked graves lest the 

ndians would realize how sad]¥ their ranks had been d eplet and how easy it '° uld 

be to attack them. All the ri ors of a f!rr England winter were unleashed against 
I 

the e ex· 1es • Yet they endured and they ere thankt'ul to God . And because of the 

heroic endurance of this handful of men and wom n, they were destined to become the 

~ not alone of a great na.t_on ,. but or a new civilization. 

What was it that these Pilgrims were seeking in the wilderness of tne new world? 

unlike some who preceded them and many who followed them, they were not in search of 

wealth. They were not adventurers who desired to exploit the fabulous ..... of the 
µ 

new continent. 

deported to the new world to atone or crimes Theywer simple folk , yeomen, 
~~ ,r ;.. 

artisans , laborers_,.:--,-o:runtary exiles in quest of liberty. What sort of liberty d:id 

they seek - these Pilgri.~s? Principally religious liberty. They had become complete

ly issati ied with the reli ious life and conditions~ bout them in England and~ 
--=- LJl' a: ~ " tertained little hope as to the pos ibility of reformi g the church. They decided 

to break w1 th the e stablished church and to found 
JI ()_ -

independent c6ngreg tions. They ~ 
~ 

were/Dissentor , t}2e non- conformists. They were soon persecuted. The times did not 

permit difference in religious opinion. Their wor ship 1'8.s broken up by mobs . 
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~ 
The worshippers were publicly insulted. Their leaders were imprisoned. They oon 

realized that •1111!::!=- spiritual home for them. They could not worship God as 
~ -

they pleased in their native land•
1
and so they first to Holland/ and after 10 

years, fearing that their children would soon lose many habits of life which to them 

were dear, decided to s et sail for the new world. 

Pilgrim Fathers gave us the tradition of religious liberty. They also 

gave us the tradition of political liberty. It is very interesting to note how close 

religious freedom and political freedom have paralleled each other through history. 

They march hand in hand. A people that resists auto<;:acy in relig;on will soon come 

to resist autocracy also in political life. In reaching out for political f'reecbm, 

the Pilgrim Fathers found inspiration and sanction in the Bible . OM cannot over

estimate the part which the Bible played in the life of these Pilgrims, i.n their basic 

outlook, in their habits of conduct ~nd of SMech. The Bible was their suprem guide . 
, ,:L· 

They spoke the ••~ge of the Bible. They n ed heir children after the characters 

of the Old Testament. They looked upon themselves es the childrf~ of Israel coming 
V n~.....:i-

out of England which ims to them EgyptJ 8.!'Jd f'rom the yoke of tne -"king, who was to 

--them a Pharoah, and••~ to the new land which they looked u on as Canaan. 

new conunomrealth which t~y~blish8'/\was founded upon t ;v;D'3J;;; emocracy of the 

Bible. 

Along with their legacy of religious and political freedom, they bequeat 

us the legacy of al strong, robust, hard-working, serious-minded and self-reliant 

aaa-om,_ - qualities of character which are as indispensable today as in those days. 

Our count+uld not be what it is today i.f it were not for this robust, healthy, 

courageous and independent spirit of its early founders. There wa nothing pampered 
""-...-,._.-"'"" o...J 

and nothing weak about them. They wen out and faced all the hards p and dang 

intrepidly and they endured. 
I -
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For these gifts of our great past, of which this Thanksgiving Day reminds us, 

we should indeed be grateful. We should remember, however, that these gifts dan be 

dissipated and lost. They are not permanently insured. They are not automatically 

transmitted from one generation to another. Religious freedom and toleration can be 

lost. There were moments in our history - and not only in the distant past - when 

the great 

American tradition o:f religious freecb m. From time to time groups of intolerant, mis

led and mischievous men and women arose in our midst las they arose in other countries 
1 

whose avowed purpose was to deny to other men full participation in the enjoyment of 

the rights and liberties of America because they did not approve of their r li ioue ft 
~ ~~·U.~~~~ C-N 1#1 (4 

beliefs or for other sectarian aiMPracialist reasons .A-The~gots are no entirely d~ 

the United states today. 

e should also remember that no democracy is immune or Cg} hope to be immune from 

anti-democratic propaganda, native or alien. Thee are force ~ •• ate opposed to 

:freedom{ who exploit the institutions of a free de cracy to destroy it. A democracy 

can be overthrOl'fll even without an armed revolution. In its initial states at least 

the parliamentary process can be exploited to bring about a dictatorship. No one has L,/ 
guaranteed the automatic survival of democracy in our country. Given the same set of 

< 
conditions which .-~--d democracies in other lands, it may succumb here too. -t-

sobering and minatory realities which no thoughtf\11 Juneric'i:.n~

Hostile pro~nda ~ 

eonstent public surveillance. We should, however, guard ourselves against resorting 

to needless suppressive measures against the exercise of free speech a,d the right of 

free assembly/ for in so doing we shall be destroying the very institutions which we 

~ to preserve . We must guard ourselves against hysteria, witch-hunting and the 

gagging of our educational institutions. mu t never b panicked by slogans 

or catch-words or campa gns. We must be soberly critical, analytical, firm 



-s-

but fair - fair to ourselves and to our own institutions. e should not resort to im-

patient and illegal methods to obtain even worthy and desirable objectives. 

we should not over-burden or over-tax 01.r government When impossible political 

or economic burdene are put upon democrac i it collapses. Those who wish their 

government to provide them always with bread and circuses must be prepared to turn 

over to their government all their liberties. 

We should work continually for a larger measure of economic security for our 
w.J 

people and for a permanent solution 
hr . 

of the problem of economic depressions large-
/ 

scale unemployment which bring untold misery ~~Que and incite to all kinds of 
IJJ.. / __ • p ~• ~ 

dewpera~e rem~al m~asures. ry 1/,,.~ 1 ~ -•~ -7,_ 
~ ~ 1 ~ CA" i.~ - ~ t:l. ~,.,,_,,~ltJV,.,--.. ~ V' • 

Above all, we should avoid~ and the things hich lead to wa.r
1

f or nothin so 

destroys freedom and liberty in the world as wars, even successful wars. The L1st 

two world wara were waged to make democracy safe in the world and to protect~ 

against the aggression of dictators. Bot~he e war were.won and yet there has 
.J,it:!f'B.., 

never been less or democracy in the world in.~undred years than there is today. 

In our efforts to preserve the heroic traditions of religious and political 
.). " 

liberty which have come down to us from our great past, we can derive confidence 

and inspiration from some factors which are unique to our America...,, history ,) 

ours is a long, established democrac~ nearly 175 years old. We have gone 

through many crises, including a Civil war, and we have survived. To this day no 

long-established democracy in the world has collapsed before totalitarian aggression. 

Naziism, ft.scism and Bolshevism came to countries and to peoples which had no strong 

democratic tradition e peoples/ really never experien for ~Hlfo he 

disciplines, -'bhle,.4!lllll•et:1:m~,and the privileges of self-government. Steadily through 

the years our people had the genius to extend the right of suffrage, to make our 

government more responsible, more flexible, and more responsive to the advancing needs 
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of the American people• We like to govern ourselves• The very i ea of being ruled 

by a Fuhrer, a D.lce, a Commissar is 

personal liberties would do violence to 

I 

e also have a fine capacity for self-criticism - sometimes to excess
1

and often

times we take too seriously the criticism made of us by other peopl~ but we are 

averse to appraise ourselves searchingly - we are not given to excessive self-(il(Mlillllllft-

cation, to national exhibition are ready to acknowledge our mistakes and to take 

that augurs lrell :for our future. 

We have vast natural resources. 
~.l ~,.,. 

Ours is not a starved ~owded land. our 

people is not doomed to~ law standard of livin. 

is po~t~re need be no poverty in our land. 

make life happier and more abundant for all. 

One of the worst :foes of democracy 

• th intelligent management we can 

Fortunately, too, we have not fragmentized our political life• We do not suffer 

as some of the countries on the continent of Europe from a host of small bel~~: 

political groups, intransigeant in their petty and unimportc11t divergences w ch 

helped in some instances to destroy and in other instances to bring into disrepute the -
democratic process j n iihe 01& W:s c llii, We have retained by and large a two-party system 

• 
of government. 

We are a young natio. do not belong to the past. The past belongs to us. -
e are not handicapped by old world animosities althou h from t:ime to time these do 

r 
creep in and bedevil our national life and unity. We have no threatening neighbors --
on our frontiers. ore than any other people on earth we are able, if so we will 

and have the vision to pursue Ou:" chosen way of life.!::' confidence and high hope. 
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What is this American way or 1 e? What are its permanent features? The birth 

- rt~~~ ........ ~ 
of the united states of America as distinctly a new phenomenon in the worl our 

I' -
country was born in revolution , the first great democratic revolutio in the Western 

world . The principles oft Declara ion of Indepen· nee were , of course, not un-
17 

known s acarlemi c subjecto/ a im terial for discu sion annng philosophers and cholars 

and poets, but never had they ,eeeiR-,....tee~• the actual foundation stones for a political 

state . Up to that time no state had been established upon a written constitution, a 

.JUIM- n document which clearly defined not only what government could do , Lut what -
government could not do . Again , no sovereign inde end~nt state had ever been estab-

1ished ~hich was composed out of so large a number of sovereign ndependent states 

.,v. 

the political history of mankind. And finall_v, no nation was ever fashioned out of o 
s"-'~ fvo ' • 

maey different national, racial md religious strndrs.~o predoninantly a nation 

o immigrants from all corners of the earth. All these factors are in a real sense 

unique with our countryJ -and thi unique history and composition have given our country 

~ 
unique position, unique tradition and• unique destiny . 
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THANKSGIVI1 G AD71RESS 

.Dr . Ab H'llel Silver 

1,e ar e remirxiE";d this day of the many blessinr;s for which m should be pro

foundly grateful . Even in these difficult and tro1._bled times in 1hich ,e live , 

in the midst of iD ■ aod distraught world , e still have many, ny things indeed 

for hich teas Americans ay be deeply ateful . There is hardly a pe0ple on 

earth that has been privileged to enjoy that measure of material prosperity rhich 

has been ours . Our soil has yielded abundantly for the nourishment of or people , 

and our mines and mills , our shops and factories have produced adequately for the 

comfort a ell- being of our people . ·e have not been ni t1gardly or ungenerous in 

sharing these "fts of o nd the or of our hands rllth oth r peoples in all 

corners of the earth ho have not been , s fort t 

in freedom . 

s .e have been . .e have shared 

In the midst of a world iher the r i hts and the fr -. e oms of men are beine 

pro essively endaneered or destroyed , e have been blessed with the preservation 

of our free institutions , "'11 Mlaa114,ies and thos precious rights for hich t 

pioneers and builders of this country fought and heroically labored. Here , too , 

,e have not hugged these precious • fts of freedom and democracy to ourselves, but 

we have given oo--.!••-•••~e leadership and substantial su~port to other peoples of the 

wor ld who are struggling ch rt ahcl:3' either to achieve or to preserve their liber-

ties . e are sharing in freedom for freedom . 

'Ihe se ar e thino-s to be truly thankful for . ,e have r ason , also , to b thankful 

to a Kind ovidence for the S;)irit of good 7ill nd tol r tion ·1hich , in pi t.e of 

som set- backs , e have succeeded in preoerving one our people ,. Jn spite of their 

diversities of r li-iou~ belie and ins ite of their varied back oun s nd ante-
... 

cedents ve preserved the unity of the A eri'can people and 1e are king 
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progress on the road to1ards a full cons tion of the cardinal i cal of merica 

our people , re ardless of race , creed 

or color . ,"e wish to share • th all our fello - ci tize s the thin s e value for 

oursel ves . 

Thanksgiving Day remin s us of ho much e are indebted to tho e ·1 im 

thers 1ho not only ve us this holiday nd its essa e of spirit 1 devotion , 

b t ho also ave s the basic ideals upon hich our country has rested throu h 

these cent is . Ins it of the trials ad ufferings hich re theirs int e 

first years of their settlement on these shores , t ey found it in their hearts to 

offer Thanksgiving to Almighty God for the blessings ih ch ere theirs - blessin s 

hich ere far fe er , ass re you , materially, than those w ·ch e enjoy to 

ithin four months after they landed , one-half of that oup of 102 

n, women , and children - ere dead. They died of h er an xposure . any a 

day there ·ere no .ore than six or seven men M"t o ttend to th sicK nd to bury 

the dead . They buried their dead in arked av s 1st the In ians oul realize 

ho , sadly their ranks had been depleted and h easy it ould be to attack th m. 

Al the rigors of a Ne En land inter vere unlea~hed a ainst th se exil s . Yet 

they endured and they ere tha.nkf'ul to God ithal. And because of the heroic nd nee 

of this handful of men an :omen , they ere destined to become the k rnel not al ne 

of a eat nation , but of a ne civilization. 

hat a it t t thee 1 ere s eld.n in the ildernes of the ne • crld? 

Unlike some who preceded t e and I ny ho foll ed them, they ere not in ,re. rch 

of wealth . They ere not adventurers l ho de ir d to exploit th f ulous riches 

of ne1 continent . Tor ere they of the unfortunate riff- raff of the old "orld 

who 1ere deported to the ne orld to atone for crim s a ain~t society. They ere 

honest , imple folk , yeomen , arti ans , laborers . hey ere volu t ry xi 1 s in 

q est o liberty. 
/.)~ 
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the stablished c urch n to fou indepen ent con ati ns of their o n. 'l'hey 

bee e Dissenters , .on-confo • sts . ' 'hey er soon persecuted. The times did 

not pe ·t differ nces in reli us opinion . Their or hip s brok n p by obs . 

The iorship ers ere p blicly attac.e and i sult d . 'n ir lea ers ere im9ri 0 oned. 

hey soo realiz d th t • land a no loner a spiritual hoe for the~ . h y 

could not ,orship Go as thy pleased in their native land ; nd sot ey emi ted -

first to Holl·nd , an after ten y ars , fear·n that t ir children old oo lose 

may habit o li~e wt ·ch to th re dear , deci e o set sail for th. n orld . 

'I1hus these • 1 im athers gav us t e tra • io o_ religious lib rty . y 

also ~av us the tradition of political liberty. It is v ry int r sting to not 

ho close reli ous freedom and rolitical freedom e paralleled each other thro h 

hist ory . They rch nd in hand . A pe ple that resists autocracy in reli on vd.11 

eon come to resist a to racy al o in politic 1 life . In reaching o t for political 

free om , the 1 im F~thers found inspiration and sanction in the ible . One cannot 

over e t mate th part 1 jc t e ·ble playe in the life of these Pil is , in 

their basic outlook , i their habits of conduct and of speech. The ible as thel~ 

supreme guide . They s oke th • ·om oft e i le . They named their c ildr n aft r 

the characters of the ld est nt . 1hey looked u on thems lves as the chil en 

of Il,Jrael co n o t of' En lan hich s to th t; arrl from un er the yoke 

of the tyrant king , w o a • to them a haro h, nd oing t the ne, lan • ch they 

looked upon s ana n . The ne common alt hich they hope toe tabli h h re wa 

fo n ed upon th es ntial de ocracy of th ible . 
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Alon with their le, cy of reli • ous and olitical freedom, they b queat cd 

to us the le ac • of a stron,:> , robust , hard-1 orldng, "'erious- nded and s lf- reliant 

ople - ualities of character ch are as ~n is ensable today a~ in those d ys. 

~r co ntry ould not tit is tod y if it ere not for thi s r obust , 

coura eo~s and in pendent pirit n it early fo n ers . 1 er as nothin m red 

and nothing 1eak about the . They ent out and face · all the hardships ad dan ers 

of nature and of n intrepidly, and they . dured. 

For these • ts o our eat st , of hich this Thanks ·ving Day re ·nds us , 

we should indeed be ateful . e should remember , h ever , that th se ·rts can 

be dissip ted and lost . h y are not permanently ins red . hey are not a to-

m tjcally tran tted from one eneration to another . eli -·ous freedom nnd tolera-

tion c n lo~t . 

past - hen there 

the eat America 

There ere om nts in ot..r hist 

as real an~r that intole nc 

tr dition of r li ·ous freedo. 

y - an not only in the distant 

n bi~otry ould eep a ay 

Fro time to tie ouns of • 

intolerant , isled and mischievou men and omen arocie in our midst , as they arose 

in other countries , hose avowed purpose as to deny to other nen full rticipation 

in the enjoyment of the rie ts nd lib rtie of America because they did not prove 

of the_r r li ·ous liefs or for other sectarian or raci list reasons they 10 ld 

not share A rica ' ., freedom :i th other8 . ''hese bi ots are not entire ead in 

the United ~tates today. • 

e shoul also r me ber t t no democracy i une or can hoe to e i rune 

from anti- democratic propa nda , native or alien . There are forces , opposed to 

freedom , ho exploi.t the institutions of a free democr cy to destroy it . A emocracy 

c n be overthro n even ithout an rmed revolution . In its initial state at lea t 

the parl amentary proce scan bee ploited to bring about a tatorsh P• ~o one 
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has anted the a tomatic survival of ie. ocracy in our country. uiven t e 

set of conditionc 1hic. destroyed de ocr ci sin ot er lan s, it y succo. b h re 

too . hese are v ry soberin ,, and • n tory realities , , • c no t ou ht.ful A 1 ri can 

can afford to disre ard . ust not pennit our de ocracy to re a·n complacent . 

e 

Hostile propa. nda and their a ents must be a es ively exposed and re or eles 1y 

kept under cont nt ublic surveillance . e should, hoe er , m.ia.rd ourselves 

a ainst sort nL t needle < suppressive m asur s gainst the exercise of ee 

speech and the r·~ht of free ass bly, for in o doin e shall e destroyin t e 

very instituions ·hich e seek to preserve . c must guard ours lveo r. inst h tcria, 

·tch-hunting and the a J·ng of our ed c tional institutions . em st ver be 

nicked by slo ·ans or catc words or be ta e in by smear ca pa.i s . ,e must e 

soberly critic~l, anal ic 1 , fi but fair - fair too selves and too own 

institutions . e shoul not re ort to i.. tient a • le 1 ethos to obtain 

even orthy ad e ira le o j ctiv s . 

·e sho ld not over- bur e or ov tax o ovcrnnent . ;he impossibl poli-

tical or econo c b den~ a e upon d overnment, it collapses . • ose 

ho wish their gover nt to provi e the ah ay ith bread and circuses must be 

prepared to turn over to their gov ~rnrn nt all their liberties . 

ue shoul ork continually for a larger measure of economic security for our 

people nd for pe . nent solution of h proulem of periodic conomic depressions 

nd large- scale unemployment hich brin ith th m untold ·s ry and incite ople 

to 11 n of es r te rcmedi 1 me suree . A fair s rin of our country•s ealth 

by all of its citizens s s feguard of fr edom for 11. 

Above 111 houl avoi ar a l the thines v hich le d to ·ar , for nothing 

so destroys freedo nd lib rty int orld as war ~ even suc·essful r . Te 

l st t 10 orl ar .er a . d to l e democr cy s fe • n the or . d to prot ct 

nations a ain t t a ressio of dictator . oh of th e rs r o., n y t 
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there has never been less of democracy in the orld in the 1st one hundred years 

than there is t.oday . 

In o efforts to preserve th heroic traditions of religiou rrl ·olitical 

liberty which have co om to s from our eat st , e may derive confidence 

and inspiration from some factors hich ar unique to our A ricar, histo and 

to our ople . 

s is a long, est blir.1cd democrac , nearly 175 years o .. d. . e hav gone 

tm-o h many crlse , including a Civil 1ar , and e h ve survived. To this day 

1 o lon established de~ocracy in the orld has collapsed before tot: li tarian g ession . 

1aziism, Fascism, and olshevis c e to countries and to cples ~hich had no stron 

democratic tradition, peoples ho really never experience for any consi r le 

time the disciplines and the privileges of self- ov r nt . t adily t o h the 

years our ople had the enius to extend the ri ht o. uffraL, to make our 

goverument more resuonsible , nore fle ble , and o e re~ponsive to the advancing 

needs of the American people . re like to govern ourselvc • he very idea of 

· ein, ruled by a F hrer , a Duce, a Co issar is repu ant to our v ry ~ouls . o 

be deprived of our personal liberties ould do violence to our ve. spirit . 

also ve a fin capacity for self- criticism - sometime to e cer--.:, , nd 

oftentimes e take too seriously the critici made of u by other peoples , but e 

are not averse to appraise ourselve ... earchin -ly - we are not ven to exce sive 

self-glorification , to national exhibitionism. ear ready to ackno led e our 

istakes and to take the blame for them and not to bla1 e other people for the . 

c n and do reverse our elves . ·e often find that a thine hich • thought rould 

work does not ork, and eli)andon it and try something else . ear not hostile 

to experimentation . • e are politic lly resili nt nd that ug,ur ell for our futur • 

ie have vast natural resources . OUrs is not a tarved and over- er d land. 

our people is not doomed to a 1 standard of living. One of th .orse fo s of 
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democracy is pov rty nd nt . Ther ne d be no poverty in our land . ith • ntelli-

nt man ment e can m ke life hap er and more abundant for alJ . 

,ortunately , too , e h ve not fra entiz d our political Jife . do not 

suffer a s some of the countrien on the contin nt of E rope fro host of s 11 

bel1i rent political J oups, intransigent in their etty n un ortant iver

nces hi.ch fact has help din some instances to destroy ad in other instanc s 

to bring into disr pute the democratic proce.s . 

t. o- party s stem of LOVernrnent . 

, have retained by and large a 
f!J 

e are a young nation - young in spi.ri t , in outlook. ~-e do not bel on , to the 

past . 'I'he st t l on to us • . ar not n ·c P. d by ol orld ani.o ities, 

although f rom time to tim these do creep ·nan bedevil our n tional ii'e and 

unity . ,e h~ve no threatenin3 n i hbors on our f ontier . toe than any oth r 

people on earth ·e are able , if so e ill and 

ay of lif in confidence and • h hope . 

vision,to pursue our chosen 

'hat is our chosen ay of life? ,hat is this A erican ay of life? tare 

its pe anent f -ature? he birth of the United vtates of America , it sho l l .e 

remember d 1 as distinctly a ne phenomenon in the orld . Our country as born in 

revel tion, th f rst e~t democratic revol t: on in the ·estern orld . e 

pr: nciples of the Declaration of Independ nc ere , of cource I not unkn m s 

academic oubjects before 1776 as 1aterial for 'iscuss1on a ong philosophers and 

scholars and poet~ , but never had they come the actu 1 found tion ston s f or a 

politic 1 state . U. to th t tic no state be est blished upon a itten 

con~titutlon , a doc ent hich clearly defined not on hat overn nt could do , 

but hat governr ent co ld not do . Ag in , no ov rei , in ep ndent tate ver 

been establi d hi.ch s co pos d out of so 1 rge num er of over ign n e-

pendent states as the nite tats of rica . ' e orld at that ti kn of 
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empires ,hich had b en fashioned by con ucst an forcibly ubdue nd coalesced, 

but there never was a vol ntary federation o soverei n states unit d in free1lom 

a d for J11utual b nef:i.t uch as the United .,'Ute~ o erica - t at a a uni ue 

event in th political history of mankind . And finally , non tion as ever 

f shione out of so many ifferent nat:onal , racial am r li o s strands . o 

tion as o pr~dominantly a nation of • ""r nt~ from . 11 corners of t e earth • 

.All these factors are in a ~eal se. se unique 1th our co ntry , nd t ro uni e 

history and composition have ~ ven our country its uniq e posit:on, its 1nique 

·radition and ito uniq e eatiny. 

It is this eri can qay of life - conceived int e revo~ tionary ardor for 

fre dam, freedom fro forei tyranny as ··ell as rom the absolutis of ov r ment 

ass c , roclaimin - the i nviolate an.l inalienab e ri ht of n, reachinc out 

for voluntary coop ration a d r-harin ., in fre do , o • . n and of states , and un

afraid of differences , hether racial or reli eio , ut seekin stren h in nity , 

tol erance , and brotherhood - it i this A eric , y o_· life • c. is our her ta e 

and our promise - £or hich e may be eatly thankful on this Thanks~iving Day . 



WASHINGTON . UNIVERSITY 

SAINT LOUIS (5), MO. 

DEPARTMENT OF PHILOSOPHY 

l 

June 4, 19.54 

Rabbi Abba Hillel S-i lver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dar Rabbi Silver: 

Rabbi Robert Jacobs has already conveyed to you 
our invitation to be the speaker at our University 
Thanksgiving service on ednesday, ovember 24. 
I assume he told you that our budget provides an 
honorarium of 150 for this occasion to which e 
would expect to add our portion of the cost of 
your coming to St . Louis. 

This note is merely to convey directly the high 
hopes of the University that ou will be able to 
be tdth us for this occasion. Your nae is one 
which has been high on the list of our Committee 
for many years . Kowing y ur heavy schedule, 
we have been reluctant to try to draw you to 
St. Louis for a single lecture. It is our hope 
that the Tercentena celebrations will provide 
an occasion for your presence at the University 
ithout makin necessary a special trip to 

St. Louis. 

HS:cs 

Sincerely yours, 

~.£.* 
Huston Smith, Chairman 
Committee on Reli ious 

Policies and rrogram 
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;, TH I NEWS BUREAU 
PArkview 4700, Stations 207-208 

SAINT LOUIS 5, MO. 

~ 

"' ovember 15, 1954 

~ £ a & 

.L abbi b ,Ja Hillel Silver 
The emple 
~ast 105th Street and Ansel : oad 
Cleveland 6, Ohio 

Dear Rabbi Silver : 

e were happy to be informed that you are to deliver the annual 
Thanksgiving address at~ ashington University on Hednesdav , ovember 
24, the publicity for which our of ice is handling . 

In order to insure complete an accurate coverage rom the news
paJers, we would like to have an advanced copy of your a dress to 
distribute to the local press . 

If ·tis possible, we would a precia.te receiving this by -ovember 
22 so that we can duplicate and distribute copies be~o~e the 
address takes place . 

Tha k you for your consideration . 

Very truly yours , 

~ ~ 7,;;<?J~ 

(. ·irs . Robert ... cLe an) 
Assistant to Di ector 
News Bureau 
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• -.- <!Communitp ~banksgibing &trbict 
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 26, 1952, 8:00 O'CLOCK P. M. 

Organ Prelude 

The Reading of the Thanksgiving Proclamation 
of the President of the United States 

• -.-

The Rev. Walter F. MacGowan 

The Call to Worship and Invocation The Rev. Jesse L. Cavileer 

Hymn 263 "God of Our Fathers Whose Almighty Hand" 

Responsive Reading - Page 500 Union Hymnal 
Rabbi Earl S. Stone 

Anthem-A Prayer of Thanksgiving (Kremser) Combined Choirs 

Reading from the Scripture, Psalm 16 The Rev. William H. Dudley 

Prayer of Thanksgiving The Rev. John B. Olds 

Thanksgiving Offering 

Offertory-"From. Thee, 0 Lord" 

The Rev. Robert C. Newell 

(Haydn) Trio 
Address: "The Sources of America's Greatness" 

The Rev. Harry B. Taylor 
Hymn 262 "O Beautiful for Spacious Skies" 

Benediction 

Organ Postlude 

NOTES 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 

Statement about the offering: The proceeds of the offering will be 
shared by The Cleveland Community Chest and The National 
Conference of Christians and Jews. 

Committee of ~aymen: Aaron Mercer, Church of the Covenant; 
A. M. Luntz, The Temple; Clyde B. Aldridge, Wade Park Methodist 
Church; John Howland, Unitarian Society of Cleveland; Charles 
Auerbach, The Temple. 

Organist and Choir Director: A. R. Willard, The Temple. 

Sponsoring Institutions: Church of the Covenant, Church of the 
Master, Euclid A venue Christian Church, Euclid Avenue Congrega
tional Church, Fidelity Baptist Church, The Temple, Unitarian 
Society of Cleveland, Wade Park Methodist Church. 



WASH I GTO NIVER ITY 

THA KSGIVI G SERVICE, 1954 

Graham Memorial Chapel November 24, 11:00 A.M. 

The Order of Worship 

Chan ell r Ethan A.H. h epley, presiding 

The Prelude - - The Heavens Declare the Glory of God Marcello 

An Introit - - Now Thank We All Our God .. Cruger 

The Invocation and Choral Amen 

The Scripture Lesson - - Psalm 103 

A Hymo .. .. .. .. . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . . . .. .. . . . .. . . M ., .. • Dutch traditional 
We gather together to ask 'the Lord's blessing, 
In grateful devotion our tribute we bring. 

lay it b f lhee, we bow down &efore Thee, 
e bles lby Holy ame, glad p.rais e s we sing. 

Wi d1 ic • unit,cd our praises we offer, 
n gladly u .1ntl1 m of worship we raise .. 

i 11 guide u , our God i be ide us, 
To 'lb e, o 1r r ·, t Redeemer, forever be praised .. Amen. 

The 'I 1aoksgi i 1g . alJ • Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 

An Anthe m - - P . Im l 50 . .. .. .. .. Lewandowski 

The Benedi ction an ( h m n 

The Postlude - - Migh ty ri g, All Glorious .. . .. .. . . . . .. . Karg-Elert 

The Mu i y 
Profes or 

Organ ist; 
mith an d R 

e ni r ity Choir, Leigh Gerdine, Blewett 
ic, onducting; Howard Kelsey, niversity 

rman and Bi1l Bieb r, trumpets; Gordon 
oble r , trombone . 
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Our Community Gives Thanks 

QJnmmuntty 
Wquttk!lgtutug 

ADDRESS BY 

RABBI HILLEL SILVER 
"Sharing in Freedom--

A Thanksgivinn Me age" 

Wednesday, Nov. 21, 8 p. m. 
l s/ 

Church of the Master 
Euclid Ave. at East 97th St. 

SPONSORS 

EUCUD AVENUE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCB 
EUCLID AVENUE CHRISTIAN CHURCH 

CHURCH OF THE MASTER 
THE TEMPLE 



AMERICA 
By ABBA HILLEL SILVER 

GOD built Him a continent of glory and 

filled it with treasures untold; 

He carpeted it with soft-rolling prairies and 

columned it with thundering mountains; 

He studded itwith sweet-flowing fountains and 

traced it with long-winding streams; 

He planted it with deep-shadowed forests, and 

filled them with song. 

THEN 1He called unto a thousand peoples 

and summoned the bravest among them. 

They came from the ends of the earth, each 

bearing a gift and a hope. 

The glow of adventure was in their eyes, and 

in their hearts the glory of hope. 

A ND out of the bounty of earth 

and the labor of men, 

Out of the longing of hearts and the 

prayer of souls, 

Out of the memory of ages and the 

hopes of the world, 

God fashioned a nation in love, 

blessed it with a purpose sublime

And called it AMERICA! 




