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THE SY GOGt E --
Address at the seventieth 
anniversary of The Washingto n 
Hebreti Con n,re~at ion, May, 192 '2. 

The two noblest achievements of the Jewish people are a book and an --' -
institution - the one the ~ible, the other the synagogue. I do not wish to speak this 

fV' 
evening about the P.ible, that mar,zelous and authentic record of all the varied and 

I fretted moods of human life, a human document wh4ah ts divine hecause it is so pro 

foundly human; 1--ut I do want to say a word about the i nsti tut ion of the yna~og;ue . 
.,.... 

Jo other institution in Jewish life so adequately and so completely ex · 
_,/ 

presses the genius of the Jew. It was born, as you well know, in the 'P-ariylonian 

exile. It was the creation of - Jewish laymen. It was never dominated hy a 

priestly hierarchy. It never had a cult of s~criflces. It is the most democratic 

institution which the ~enius of the Jew evolved in three thousand years. 

When the Jew returned from exile, he brought the naeogue back with him, 

and the synagogue gained the position of affection and devotion n the hearts of the 

people even during the Temple's existence. In the s ynagogue the youth were taught; 

the abbis expounded the law to meet the advancing needs of life; the stranger was 

welcomed, and succor was given to the needy and distressed. When the Second Temple 

was destroyed ?the synagogue gained complete possession of the 1 ife of Israel. And 

throughout the dark c enturies of exile and wandering and oppression the synagogue 

was the refuge and sane uary of the soul of our people, Having been born of the 

people it wandered with the people, and because it was a wandering tab rnacle, the 

synagogue was never cornpara~le i n its physical aspects to the marvelous cat h drals 

and mosques which other peoples and other religions bull ed . Tn the Jewries of the 

c.. 
_gld world you do not find synago ues that ar resplend;nt in their physical form; -most are hleak and small and unarlorned. You will find them in out of the- way places. 

Tourists are not attracted by the,because there is~little in them to attract the eye, 

unless it he thee e of him who knows in what shabby garments the world alwa clothes 

its most nrecious .Ideals. 



I can under tand why a painter like ~argent would represent the synagoeue 

as an old, hag~ard ~oman, sittin~ mon~ the ruins of life, while} re resent , the 

church as a radiant oun~ maiden, full of heaut and ~piritual charm. ---- <:argent, not 

r /;V 
• , /ein~ a Jew, saw only the physical syna~ogue. He could not find there those ow ring 

I
L,~ domes and spir ') those mar ,elous columns pi 

(/ th spaciousness and aspiration of une cumbered 

in ~randeur, those naves sugge ting 

lives, and those stained- glass windows 

' JJ....., ,, 
,, rV... 

which hold within their im ucd passionate glory all the creative hopefulness of a fre 

people. 

Those things one cannot find in the ray.-::,ra::ac~ sanctuaries of th old 

world. It is only in recent ears that our people, enjo~ing a bit of fr edom and -
prosperity, have begun to erect sy agogues which in their physical expression body 

who 
forth the grandeur of the spirit within. It is altogether proper that we JewsAhav 

he, .. n favored by God with freedom and prosperity, should express our overwhelmin 

gratitude for these ~ifts of enign Providence and or deep reverence for the sane-

titles of our faith by huilding shrines whose worthv of the 
.......-

spiritual solendor of our faith. ~hall we dwell in houses of c edar and th spirit of 

<"iod dwell heh ind curtAins" The '7f.'t his ·iselv said that a ci ty.--i .. 11!" :r 

are taller thAn the roof of the syna~o~ue is doomed to destruction. The yna

bould, hy its physical aspect, symholize the prominence which it occupies in the 

life of the cormrunity. 

ut whether our ynagogues rival in eauty the religious hou es of 



o thor pooplos or no~ the syn~c,,o ~ e i-> ~ ti i.:.._:; <_ ui to c.:•art from t o holl!>o 

which enshrines 1 t . l'.i:'hrour•bout t o M1cc1 'l A,· >s ,: mxl 1n mnny parts o t . 

:;o rld to this day, within theso bf o. housoz 9 unattractive to ny ayo o c rt 

to the "'Yfl that can see 1n to tho ... heart of things, ,:it in 
.. 

thoso d2.n .. ',\"alls and b neath t11oso dark c~ ~ i!!.f;S, th Ja;: DI g for 
... , ,.~' 

himsolf El zp1rl tunl of =i~tch~a~s ert stry. ,,nor•3 oti,or.:; ~o • 1t to 

nYr_.r ss th,~1r fni th 1n Got 1c co_ ,l:!.,,.. or in clc.ss ic friozcl. tirn a-:: ex9rozs d 

h1sj in sp1r1 tual contour3 . ~r.13 . lU."1f,o r er th. bA.:.:. uti ful in ~is 1 iL a found 

sat sfuctior. 1 hynn ,nd vsal'TI r:. nd liturcic cr-.cnt. His intolloctual ir,or 

t.tn:l en r, oxpres5 od thom$Cl vos in the stut=ly of t q ':alr.rud and t o sn.crocl 1 ,7 

of his people 9 :1nd h1n pt' :-;sion for j--..,.s tice poured i t"'~lr into hi::; sacr1:icial 

loy-21 ties to all th.:'1.t r.s tr o 2..ncl no, ':) i- life. '.::no -.,:crll \':i tho t could 

see only t V drabness, tho litt?. structure into d=rk 'hetto 'lloy; ut tho 

Jfl,v within could excl::.im. ''Hem ~& t1fu1 a. ".:"ly te ts iflsraolt" 
111 J,](: 'f his 

Tho g n. H01'rn·: oot l'h.t l _ &s'-:.- I r,s f ·3 I poc. ~; "Do you·:: ::;h 

to lmcr. , my brother, whence ~iO Lr oplo C:.re·:· th~t ccura{;o tc er.G.uro tho n.:tro 

and cruelty or t-,venty C9nturh} .... ":' o yo~ ·::i~ . to ao•:; how tho :::.piri t, --ml st 

tho aeo of all tho centuriEls of --017..r race, ro-n=inod young~ Do you -.·:i.:· tc 

knoi7 .hat saved the sp1r1 t of our people from broaking undsr tho cruz 1 ng 

in th qu1ot hour of some s~tti ~ d~y inAo n little villcg, F3rJ }Sent 

f,!l!" avay s tepp s of uss la, or in somo orJ .:i::on 3pot of Polnnd or L1 t tm .. .- a• -
and there taki you by the 'h .... nd I • i 11 lo ~- u to a 11 ttle r~"Jshac, .. le 

structure, nnd th iro in t g;- th'Jring glooM you •;:ill !"ind perh ps throe or 

four of the sons of your _ oopl . , ·,1e3aria<! v t esa , bent ·11i th th3 burdens of 
\ nicYl'1 Y)<j, 

1fe, porln over some anciont to~ r ik::1 klitlJ ~in a m9lancholy chnn o~ 

fs - 1m ot' David. anl t ero, rcy bro her. you ··1 11 s • nd on t e throshold o ... o 

po !)le' s immort 11 ty; there you -;-1111 see the t ~c.pl of your 1,ooplo' s to _, .... l 

l1f ·/ ·/ • 



The synago~ue witnessed t hrough the lon~ centuries all the heroic moments 

of ouY people's experience, from the day it left Palestine and was scattered 

c"' pt :: Sf fl/A 3 'D l 
over the face of the earth. t hether it was the Q JJ ;; ; in Spain, 

or the ~henish Syna~ogue durinn the Crusades, or the nameless syna o~ues in 

the five hu dred tons dev stated in the lkraine this last decade, th syna-

~o~ue saw the pathos and the tra~eny the sufferin~ anrl the loyalty, the un• 
..;_,.,..,,' 

daunted coura•e and the resplendent faith of its children, and tr asured those 

memories out of those memories the syna-,o~ue il=i fas ioned. -- G 
T.,et me tell •ou the story of th syna•o~ue of <;okf~ovka. It happened in 

l'l21 jz t 67 15 ass not in th iddle A~es. It was om Ki ppur Oa:> and 

the ews, man, woman anrJ child, were assembled in the syna~o~ue. '•'ord cam that 

Yosako , , the • )] 1 leader of a band of rossack7 had entered the town. ·osakov 

came to the syna~o~ue, followed by his trihe of assa ins, and cofTl'Tlanded the J ws 

to take the scrolls from the rk and march around the syna~o ue, dancing and 
with 

sin~i~~ aq is the custom on Simcha Torah , the Day of the Rejoicin~ • the Law , 
i 

It amused thi s Cos~ack to see these Jews danc n before him in for.ced rriment. 

:hen he corm,anded them to march to the public square. The abbi, divinin what 
about 

wa to happen, commanded his flock to turn toward the Ark and together with him -repe t the verse t is Cod0 seven 

time)as is the custom on the Day of tonement .. hat battle cry of the weak and the 

helpless who have been called upon to wa~e without arms the battles of the Lord 

of Hosts. Then with brav step h led his con•re~ation to the square of the city. 

They were lined in a semi circle, men women and childre~ - the men in the cen.! 
.,/ '--"' r 

ter dressed in white, for it w ~ om Kippur - and at si nal they were all hot 

down •• . 

The s na~o~u eAr 

~VCl'n 
wi h other crie~ • th 

that cry , ''The T...or--J)ue is God!'• and treas red it alon 

it l of th se cries anrl thee si~hts and the e 

scene , of these sanctitie s nd su limities of a peo le •s life , that our 



synagogue is bu 1 lded. hat is why wherever a few of the sons and daughters of Israel 

find themselves, almost instinctiv l the come to~ th rand huild, wi • th ir humble 

ean, a 

The syna o ue i dear to u~, not only for its historical as~ocia ions and 

mories, hut ~lso for the thin it represents, for. the imnortal phr~ses w ich it 

uttcrrd durin~ its Ion~ c r er, for the ideals f which it peaks to u. Th yna ,o ue 

enks to us first of God. In the heginnin~, ~od! In the end, ~od! In the chang and 

oriness of life, r.od! In sin and death and suffering and pain, ~od! The source 

of all, the goal of all, the creative purpose, the all-~ise intelligenc, the good 

f tend, th beloved, God! The synagogue ~peaks of man, the child of God; of man made 

in the image of God, of man's life, holy b cause God is holy. The synagogue speaks of 

all mankind, of on brotherhood of human beinfls, because our Father is on / and all arc 
beginni g 

His children. In the U ; 1 II 1 a and in the end, od ! 

I wish that we would open the doors - four ho sand the doors of our 

henrts a little more and let r,od nter. I wi~ ha r hildr n would grow up a bit 

• mor. conscious of that nev r-failing friend who wal s beside them on th road of !if, 

al ays whispering in their ears the word of cou1'g and hope. In the midst of th 

--------/ trials and tribu ations of th ir lives, thev will need r~d. Some day th wi 11 find 

themselves standin~ befor an open grave, the p,rave of a dead hope, o . of something 

dearer even than hope, ber ft of all, and thev will need ~od, the comforter and the 

consolation. Of 11m the syna~o~ue ~poke first, and will speak now. 

~hen the s_nago~ue speaks of freedom. I said a rr nt a~o that the yna-

ogue was a mocratic in titution, the crea ion of he masses of I rael. It 1 . It 

most accura ely represents the democratic passion of he Jew. I have oft n list ned to 

peopl who hav tried to xplain why some non-Jews do not like Jew . I hav heard 

people say that the Jew i di liked because he is too hright, and other. because he is 

too dull; too rich, or too poor; too callous1 or too sen iti e. Som.how, I did not hear 

the one tru explanation of anti-Semlti m. W are hat as much for our. virt es as for 

our ices. We are ated b cau imp anted within u from the be innin of time th r 

i a p ion for fr dom whtch e urs lv c nnot r pr , ven a th prophet could 



not repress the word of God , which was like a bt1rning flame within his bosom. 

From the days when Abraham smashed the idols of hi father · from the 

ays of Mose)who emancipated the slaves; from the days of the prophets wh,o sought 

to lef'ld the imprisoned out of the prison houses; right through the Hddle Ages, 

when the Jew was the harbinger of intellectual freedom to Europe; to the days when 

the sons and daughters of our people, the political exiles of Pussi~are incarcerated 

on the angry steppes of Siberia, the Jew w s the slave and the master of an overwhelm➔ 

in~ passion for freedom. It was inborn in him when our ancestors were nomads in the 

wilderness . AmonR them there were no kings, no princes , no potentates. Each was the 

equal of the other . In the ~reat wilderness our people was nurtured in f reedorn. ,,Jhen 

thev came into Palestine thev had no king. l,Jhe~:l iriven by t e emerP,ency of an invading 

army they cried "r.ive u~ a kin~' heir priest, ~amuel, denounced them for a lack of 

faith . After the return from the ll-abvlonian i le, the ,Tews for hund,reds o E years had 
; ., 

no kings . Their priest~ 9,overned 
Y' . 

teen hundred years the Jew lived 
• 

the. ~ince th 

in all parts of 

~ 
without ruler , witrout king , without pope - free 

IV\ 

Seee.AEI • struction ' for almost nine 

t e world, a fairly unified people 
I 

en, who submitted to authority only 

when that authority was based on scholarship and spiritual primacy. 

...-,,, 

That is why the world hates us. Wherever you find Jews, ther you will find 

a grou p of people who resist repression and tyranny. There you will find sons and cl !(IL 

daughters of Israel crying for the breaking of chains; there you will find intellectual 

people who call upon their en to destroy all privilege. That is why the dark 

forces of reaction, the forces of illiberalism, hate him. They fear the two-edged 

word of prophecy in his hand , his passion for justice and freedom. 

'~other great ideal which our synagogue preached was peace. We hear a 

great deal peace nowadays, and yet the church , which always claimed to be the peace~ 
in ..__,, 

maker, is not leadinp,,Athe work of peace . It is my firm conviction that the church 
J1Cl.S f \ 

today .- two alternatives . It must either as~ume a role of aggressive leadership or 

A role of pious irrelevancy. n ' th church will a sue lead r hip on l y when it will 

Tie above the state , and regain it own prophetic voice. h church has been t e lackey) 



• 

the servant of the sttte. Durin the Middle Ag it conpeted wi t.h the tat for 
... 

su remacy. Since then the church, having lost its role as competitor, as um _d the 

rol of ally. It has in manv countri s become a stc t church. urin, the last war, 
almost every church was a state church. ~h 

first, and only secondarily a church or r.od. 

th rench hurch, anrl he rican Church. 

hristian hurch of ~er n, was T rmAn 

nd so with the En li~h hurch, and 

OnJy as the chu ch hreal<s from its ntan ~ 
ments with the tat, from bein~ compelled to und rwrite the policie of the st ~te, will 

he church assu e the role whic th pro het one held. Then will the church b ahl 

to enkindle the will of the peoples for peace. Th yna ogue, which from th days of 

I aiah preached pe8ce and called upon men to turn their swords into plowshares, con. 
_. 

tinues o this day the champion of international justice and pace. 



You ro to be felicitated of coura~. ~ fri,m s . u~on thi ~uspicious 

ooc sion. Sovanty ye . rs 1n tha lifati. e of n ins titut1om 1s not • lo : p riod 

of time. althoURh lt is almost the ulloted erlod of hummi life. But in t~o 

United States seTenty years in t.he lffetime of ny institution is considerably 

long, when one rem mbe---s that our very Govenment ls only one hundr d tJ.nd sMM'ty 

yoars old. 

You ~re to be felicitated upon a great l"8Cord o achievement coT ring 

these seTenty years. Naturally a Je ish Cong~atlon in the liq or wasbington 

1s not a Congregation unto it elf only. Being located in the city of our a lonal 

GoTem.~ent it a~sUIMs inevitably a natiotlil scope in i .~or nc~ , to Nhich e eyes 

of American Jf!f,vey are fre uently tumed. 

You are to be congratulated too upon your spirit of- youth and vigor to 

hich your chairman referred this evening. You aro not an old cong1"9gation nt 11. 

You have the vision and the hopes and tho high ambition ot youth. You ·ish to ex

pand in the future. You should, to the full easure of your capacity, ex ~,nd.. 

!'he llllaiful Of men who seventy y rs a h"O toum ad this Congre • tlon has beon su .Jl ntad 

by one of th rreat co regations of America. And American Israel is tod~ y anticl -

pa ting expansion of your Congregation on a scope comnansurate ·1th tha import, nee 

of your institution in this the center of our National lifo. 

You are to be congiia:tul&ted too, rriems. upon the great le darsh1p vhich 

you enJoy. am which you have enjoyed for almost uarter of a century. It 1s not 

given to ~Y congl'8 wtiona to be shepherded by a man of light and leafing. or 
er 

scholarship and vision of th type o Dr. Simon. Mnny outside. s congregation 

have f'ollOIIVad his leadership. T ken all in all 9 this o ht to be tor 7ou a great 

clay or spiritual aaltatlon. a day of renewal of aacrqd vows. m high reaolTea tor 

an ••en more lllustrloua career in the 7ears to come. 



-2-

I h .. ve no rticul rm• ssa •e to 1 " to you thi van in • fri ands. 

I should lilt to say u ord, if I y, about ta vaey institution~, hose thr a 

score y a rs and ten of e istanca you ar c l o rati - to 0 y gogu. Tba two 

noblest achi va nts of the Ja 1 h people ~re a Book, and 'n Institution - ths on 

the Bible, th other th Syna £;Ue. I do ot ant to suaak thi~ evening about th~ 

Bible, that .. rvelous and auth nt1c record of all tho9 varied and f'retted moods of 

hum.an life• a human· doc'W?lant which 1s d Ivins because 1 t 1s so rotoundly human. 

but I do want to say· ord about the institution of the Synago u. 

No otbtr institution in J 1 life b so,adequately and so completely 

expressas the genius of thA Jfl..1 as tha Synago a. It v s born, as you ell know, 

in exile, in the Babylonian exil • It w s the creation of Je;:ish 1 ymen. It as 

n var dominated by u priestly hierarc}zy; 1 never du cult of sacrifices. It 1 

th most damocra~to institution which tbe genius of th r,w evo 1 ved in three thous -

nd ye rs. 

"ben the Jf/'11 l'9turnod from tbe .. bylon1o.n axile • ha b rouv,ht the ~yna.gov,-ua 

..e, f4 t ( 7( I 
I 

th pest tion of' affection n 1 devo t1on in the hearts of th peopl A.• the 

Synagorue the youth s t ,ht, tha .. bb1s expounded tbc, law to m et thll adv ncing 

needs of 11f , the stranger wtts weloorned, r.nd succor • ts 1van to tba neqdy nd 

r 

distressed. ·.~en th secon Tomy>l a s dostroyet the ~ Jrueomplat~ poss s -

s1on of th life o Isra 1. And throu;hout tha d rk c nturies of exile and andqrfng 

nd o. ression the ynago e \vas the re:f'ugff ~n snnct'laey of tho soul of our paopl • 

H ving bean born or the 

nd ring tabernacle, the ynago e w s naver comparable in its phy teal aspects to 

t .!lDrv lous cathodrals nd osquas ·wh ch oth~r p o. les • n • other rel! ions build d. 

Int~ J riffs of th ol o rld you o not fi ynagogu9 that ara res l nd nt in 

th ir physic 1 form; thoy are bl ale .. nd mall (j.~ nado rn8d. You 111 f"ind t m in 

out o th lac s. Tourists re not ·· ttmcted by th ee usa th ra 1s v 17 



... - -
littl in tmm to .. t t ract th ye. unloss it b 1 h •t ffye of hi .1 :ho kncv·s in 

¥hat sb&bby gt:; rmonts tha,y "' orld lw~s cl othos it most precious ideals. 

I can und rstano why painter 111ra Sarg nt would rapres nt t a 

Syna Of"ue lis an old, 

the Church ha r presented as radlDnt young m lden. full of 

spirit 1 oharm. u: rgant. not bolng a "aw, • 1 only the ,hy ic' 1 ni astations 

of the Syna Jogue, un:1 he coula not fi1 thore thoso to ring Ou s a nu s· ires, 

those m--rvel columns pillared in grcn eur. those n ves s M•ostin , ' h 

apaolouaneas anl aspiration of those stained gl&ss 

indows which hold ' ithin tm lr imbuad pa.ssionata glory all tho cro tlvo 

hopafulness of a free people. 

Those things one cannot find 1n tha gray. black syru.. .gu s cf the 

and _ ro peri ty, h · ve r g1m to arect 3ynt.. o uos , ic . in th9 i hy ic:...1 ex ression 

body "'" o rth th · grand ur th 1 
{/ 

iri t ·1 thin. 

nd it is 1 togoth r rcpor t h •. 0 JEHS • 0 n· V oen ravore by 

,., od ·· 1th free om am !-'re ri ty • shoulv pross our ovarr•J-; lnir. gr.:.... ti uda or 

gift~ of , nign • rovidonco; rnd our d ~ r3ver nee fer t t., ctitia ot , 

our f •- ith, by buildin .;hrin s. hoso boaily fcr.n ~ ... 11 0 ortly 

sple or of our f 1th. 

tutual 

Shall we d·r1ell in boas es of csdar a he piri t of • od d ;ell btthind 

t 
curtains. The Babbis wisely said that c1cy, th roo"'"s of uhoso housos ~re tall r 

than the root of tha syne "l.18 • ia doomo to destruction. The ... ynagogue should,by 

its T&r.f pbya1cal as eot. symvol1zo the prominonce ihich it occupies in the lits 

of the oomnunity. Some day, I h:>pe 9 unity too will build ln this city. 

a aanctuary to the Uod of Israel. beautitul in form. correanondin to tl'.e baaaty 

beauty of the p1r1t. 

But whetmr our ~ ynagoguea rtYal in beauty the r 11g1ous llouae ot 



other peoples or not, the synago e 1s • tl!i 

which nshrines it. hro hout th middle agos, •min ny rts o 8 

~orld to this day, 1thin these blenk houses, unattra.ctive to ny ,ve exeert 

to the -,y . t at can s t'hro h tb1~ in to the vary he rt o things, ··•1 thin 

th se d- nk '•alls ~ nd -1n th dark e lings, t h Te . l.1ays r ared for 

iroself sp1r1 tual ynago uo o !Date lass erti try. . er o 1or3 " O t t c 

AXT1ress th , 1r nit in '-: t 1c col·2.-1T1 • or in class ic friezo. th~ -r : ex ressed 

1s in 5piri tu 1 contours. ~~ r r.r t!1 be .... :.iti.. l 1!1 Y. is lif to 

s &t sft. ctio . i ~ hyrm r nc snlrn , nd J. ur ic c • nt. His 1nto Jectual igor 

?Y.i n oxpl'9 ss 8d t ems J ve 1 th s ucly o.. th~ · 1 . ud and thn sacntd 1 • 

of his p ople, nnd hi~ ssion or J-;ist1ce p ured it~9lf into hi~ sacr1r1c·a1 

loY2l ties to all that rs tru a1ld nobl in lif. . ·crlc. • . 1 hout could 

s 9 only th ~ drabne • t li t 1 , structur 1n th s.11 ey; but thfl 

J e» 1 thin coul t excl •. 1m "Hem 1' ut1 ful a Th t nt • Ch Isra 1 t" 

ho !., r t i :"\ ro· et i · llik c: s' . e o it.is poems~ "Do you .· 1sh 

to kna.v, my brother, 1h nee y ur eopl re\': ' tl t ccure<"'£, to er:<i re t he he tred 

and cruelty of enty esnturias Do yo· •, 1.,h to niow how tho spirit, amidst 

the on.-, of nll the centur1Ps of ~-o .. r race, 1'9'll21n u oung~ Do you ·,i to 

Jcnow bat saved the spirit of your people from breaking dsr tho crm:htng 

bl s of ceas~l ss vers1 ty'? Co. q '711 th ms,, my 'l rothor,, nd I 111 talc you 

in th quiet hour of som tt1ng d&y int lit le ill '" g • r vs en thr 

f r aura s ta'!)p 

nd there t kt 

of ussla, or in ome ors ken spot of olan or Llthuanis., 

you by the l-1 nd I ill la y u to lit le rmnshackle 

structul"8, ni tli. •ro in t . th ri n -· gl ooM you "i:-111 !'1 nd perhaps three or 

four or the son or your opl , riect 1th a e, bent • i th t burden ot 

l1~e, poring ov r som ancient tome or 1ntolt8g in a melancholy ohant ome 

ps 1m of David. Di ther , my bro her. you ·111 .; 11d oi: t 9 thre hold of 7our 

~ople's 1J'.IIDOrt 11ty; there you ,·ill s 

life. . . . . " 

the tem le of yo 
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The aynagogu.a 1 tnessed tbm h the long c enturia 11 the heroic moments 

of our people's experience. from the day it left Pulostina a n w s scattered 

OTer the f a ce of the earth. Whether 1 t was the Crypto SynaCogue 1n Spain 

or the Rhenish Synagogue during tho Crusados • or the nameles s synagoR:Ues in 

tbe 1"1ve hundred towns devast ted in th Ukraine ln the l a st decade. the 

S)rnagogue saw the pathos and the tragedy. the suffarlng t~nd the lo7a lty. the 

undaunted courage a m the re-s'plandent t a1 th ot 1 t s children. and treasured 

those memories; and out 9f these memor ies the ynagogue is fashioned. 

DHf 7ou ever bear the story of 1het 11 ttla town of SofloloTka in the 

Ukraine? Let ma tell you the story of the Synagoc;ue of So~oloTka. It hapr,en~d 

in 1921. just f our years ago; not 1n the middle ages - just f our :,ea rs ago. It 

wa s Yom Kip ur day and the Jews• man, woman um child were assamblad ln the 

synago~ e. Word 02100 that Kosak~ the ruthless leade r of band of Cos sacks 

bad entered the town. KosakoY CeD8 to the Synago, ua • follo ed. by his t r ibe or 

ruthless assaslns • a na comnand the Jews to ke out the scrolls f rom tha Ark 

and march around the synagogue• d2.nc1~: and si t3g ing a s 1 s tha c s tom on tha 

day or ~hos Torah, the Day of Rejoicing 
. ~-

ith ta Law. It amused this 

Cossack to see these Jw.1s dancing in forced merriment before him. Then he 

COro:rminded th9 t.o march to the public -~uare. The Rabbi divining hat was 

about to happen. commam ed. his flock to turn tONard t _ e Ark e nd togetber w1 th 

to repeat the Verse: "Adonoi, hu, ho-Elohim; Adonoi.hu, ho-.ulohim- Tbs Lord, 

He is God 9 " seven tlms as 1s the custom on the Day of Atonement. That battle

ery of the ._k and tbs helpless• who have been called upon to wage 1 thout 

arms• the battles of the lord Gt Hosts• "Adonoi, bu. ho-Elohim!" And tben. 

1th braTe step he led his congregation to the s quare of tbe city. 'l'hej'r,Were 

lined 1n a semi-circle• man, women and children - the men in the cente dressed 

in white. ror it was tom Klppur.- and at a signal they were 11 shot down •••• 

'l'he Synagogue heard th!it c17. "'rhe Lo4 Godl" 8lld tN&BUred it al011g 

wltl, tbe other crles of the ages• and 1 t 1a of these cries a m these sights am 

these scenes, of tbese asnctltles llDi aubl1m1t1es of r... people's lite. that our 
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Synagogue is buildod. ThBt is ·h,· tho Syna ~ue 1s so beloved by us; that 1s 

\~by your eighteen ancestors iho c t i.:e tc this city, ·mong t 1rst things ·i·b1cl'l 

they d i d was to build synago a; tm.t 1s hy whare"9r a f of th sons a nd 

dau~hters of Israel find thamselv . • a lmost 1nstinct1v~ly they coma together 

and build •. ,1th t1'la1T humblE-t menn s. a 3YfJ8. o ~ a. 

ftle synago o is door to us. not only f or it~ historica l a Js ociations, 

fr its marmries. but lso f or tho tb1ngs it rqpresents. fo~ imnortal ph ses 

Nhich t uttered durinp 1. ts lon{J' car~er • for the id a.ls of' ._ hie it speaks to us. 

The apnagogue speaks to us f1 rst of t.¼od. In the beginning. t.odt In tho end. Godt 

In thfl ch&ngo am transitoriness of life. God? In sin und de th and suf'foring 

a n a in. ~odt Th source of Lll, the ~oal o r ll. the cMative purpose. the 

all-wisa 1ntell1genca. th o good f riend. tha lovoo • Godt Thl:l SynD.o-o a s ks 

of man, the child of U,od; o~ man made in thq 1ntige of God. of ~~n•s life. holy 

beco.use Uod 1s hol;f • Tho Synagot,-ue s1 e ks of "'11 mankind. of one brotherhood 

of bu.inan beings, because our FtJ thor is ona al l f: ro Hi children. In t he 

be nn1ng, nm in the 11nd, Godl 

I 1sh hat wa ivould open tha doors of our homos and the doors of 

our hearts ,.. little moro arr.l let <iod enter. I : ish that our children • ould 

grOT\' up 4 bit more conscious of that ne-ver-failing friend who walks b side t'hem 

on the rocd of lire, al ays whispering in thelr 1s-~ the word or courage ·,nd bo e. 

In the midst of tho trials am tr1bula tions of God. 

Somff day thy .ill find t'hemsalv s st mi~ be ore an op~n gra.Ta. the. graTe of 

a dead hope. or of someth1n dearer n n than hope, bereft of all, anc they will 

ne~ God, th comforter and tha consolation. or Dm the Synagogue spoke first, 

~nd will speak now. 

Then, the Synagob'118 speaks of freedom. I said a moment ago that 

the Syna o 8 as a dNDocratic institution, tho ere tion of the msses or Israel. 

It 1s. It moat accuntely re resents th democ?"c tic passio of h . Jew. I haTe 

oft listened t.o people ho h ve tried toe lain to ae and to others h7 some 



non-J . a do not like Je. •a. 1 have listened to di cu:3sions bout anti-Semitism. 

I h ~v he rd people aay that ths Jew is disli~eu because ha is too bright. · nd 

othera becauae lleolaullo dull; too rich. or too poor; too calloused or too 

sensitive. Somehow, I did not he the on tru explan tion of ~nti-Semitism. 

ie re hated just as much for our v1ttuea s or our vices. ·· a • r 

bated, friends, becaus8 1 lante 'l w1 thin us from the 't,., in1· inp, of time th :r 

is u passion for freedom whtch e ourselves cannot rapre s • (JV n as the 1 roph6t 

could not repress tha word of Uod. which r- s 11k ti burn! 

bosom. 

flame !thin his 

From da ., • h n , rc hr.i.m s. s d t q idol of is fa therfrh!om the 

days or oses who emancipated the ~1 ves; froM tho rophets r.ho so ht o lead 

the imprisoned out of th pr1 on houses, ri tht thlt'ough the Micldli:i Ages• .h n 

the JffW as t~e barbi ar of intellectual fre aom to ~urope; to the d y of 

Heine, th great liberator of Gerrmny; to th d hen tha sons Bnd daughters 

of our people. the political exiles of Russia , 

of ::Sib ria. the J was the slav aul th0 master of an over.vhelming passion for 

freedom. It wDs inbom in him wh n our ancffstors ~ re nomads in the ~ild ~ness. 

for ten of thousams o ye&rs .1jaaq• them thara are no kings, no princos, no 

potentates. Each as thee uLl of the oth r. There out 1D th gra t ~1lderness 

our people was nurtured in freedom. Whan t y cDme into "'lestine they h d no 

king. And when driven by the fJ. of ~ n 1nvad1 army, they cried 

"Ulve us King." Snmuel denounced th for nti ,. · A king. A ter th return 

from the Babylonian exile. the Jews for hundreds of ye rs bad no kings. Their 

priests gov med th~. For • short p rlod after that thay ro their own rulars. 

Since th~ second destrootion, for lrnost ninateen hundr d yoar, the J lived ln 

all p rts of the world, a fairly tm.1 fled peopl 1 thout ruler• .rt thout king, 1th

out pope - tree men, who submitted to utlx>rity only wb4'n thht authority as basttd 

on scholarship d spiritual pr1me.cy. 

That is }\f th orld bat us. .rbereTer J s find tho!?!S Ives, ther 
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you w1 11 fim group of people who ct r9 rest1q und fl r ra ,re.ssion .... nd tyrarny . 

Thar~ you 111 f ind sons :..nd dc..ughtars ot" Isr el cey1ng for th bra king of 

chains; there you \, 111 find intellectual people who oo.11 upon th ir f llowmen 

to destroy ~11 privilege. That is hy th'l dark f orc 'ls of r ction. t f orces 

of 1lliberal1sm tute him. i h~y fear th t ·,o-eugeq •;ord o ... propllacy in his hand. 

hls p alon for juatic and fraa om. 

Another refit id •• l r·hich our syn:16 ... ua pr'fc.1,Ched w· s l)f c • / ha r 

a great deal of pesce now d· ys. • Di yet tha church ·snot pl yAd th rol 9 of 

loadarship in bringtn about pee.ca. ,.,h church which c.. 1". & s cl ima to 'ta th 

p~uce- '1tar. 1s not 1 adin in the _, orl of uc . It 1 my firm convict on 

th, t t h church today bas two altamatives. It must aiih r assume tha role of 

a :., ressive leade:rshi or t on9 of ptous irrelevancy. AlXl th church rl.11 

assuoo lead rsh1p only ··. an it "111 am ncip te itself rom tlle ~tate. - 1" nit 

will rise above the State, an regain its own pro hetic Toice. The church has 

been th~ lackey. the servant of the St ate. Durin th i ddlo es it compated 

1th the State for supram cy. Since than. tha Church having lost 1 ts role of 

competitor, assumed th rolq ofailiy. It has in many countries become a State 

church. During th last v; • r. almost every church as a :;tat5 church. The 

C r1stian Church of Gernnny as Geiman first, ·nd only secondarily a church of 

Uod. And so with the ·nglish Church. and the : ranch Church. and tho merican 

Church. Only· s th church br aks from ntanglemants with tha State. from 

being comnellod to umarwrite the policies of tho St:"te. will the Church assume 

th role ~hlch the prophet once held. Th9n ·111 th church rbla t o enkindle 

the •·111 of the ~ eoples or peace; to set 1n motion • nothor crwiade for ever-

1 sting comity and peace among men. The Synag ue. which fro ~ the days of Isaiah. 

preached ponce nd c 11 ed upon men t.o turn their s ords into plo hsbares • con

tinues to this day the champion ot intern tional Justico D a peace. 

Fr1onds, a greut institution ia yours; blessed institution 1s ours. 

Gi•e it or your loyalty ~m your enthusiasm\ P d th ires upon th ltart 
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Teach 70ur children; give thmi the f'ai th of the patriarchs• tha Tis ion o tlHt 

p rophets . cJ tiieq,tety o tho ps lmist • the wisdom oi trn sagas, and tha ha llo~v t1td 

memories of the martyred spirit of our heroic forlH)a r • 

Do not strip Jud.al~~ to · mar cult . a mare ethic 1 ~0~ 11l;. a t 
I\ 

"'-!7. :// 

bits of charity . the support of & ffYR &il,moa~~Y nstitutions. 

mha dynamo . tho p ropelling impulse . t h9 radiating c nter of J ish 

life has tJ lw ys boon the Synagogue. Other g N a t 1nsti tut ions of h~aling r ... nd 

charity wi 11 in the yaa rs to come b derived trom the spirit of the Syn ... gogua. 

But tbe ~Ot-~8 is central. Give l.Dlto the Synago5"lle your loy 1 ty .... nd your 

reverence, and ma God bless you in the ye&rs to come with an added measure 

ot His eternal spirit • 




