
 
Abba Hillel Silver Collection Digitization Project 
Featuring collections from the Western Reserve Historical Society and 

The Jacob Rader Marcus Center of the American Jewish Archives 

 
 
  

Western Reserve Historical Society                 American Jewish Archives 
10825 East Boulevard, Cleveland, Ohio 44106 3101 Clifton Avenue, Cincinnati, Ohio 45220 
(216) 721-5722                                                 (513) 487-3000 
wrhs.org                                                         AmericanJewishArchives.org 

 
MS-4787: Abba Hillel Silver Papers, 1902-1989. 

Series V: Writings, 1909-1963, undated. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Reel     Box         Folder  
         172           62            91 
 
 

Christian and Jew - will they ever meet?, 1923. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



FORD HALL FORUM 
Under the Auspices of the Boston Baptist Social Union 

Sixteenth Season - 1922-1923 

EVERY SUNDAY EVENING AT 7.30 

GEORGE W. COLE I , LLD., Director and hairman 

AUCE H. A I O , E ecutive ecretary 

1244 Little Building, Boston 

2.30 to 4.00 P. M., except aturday; otherwise by appointment 

HE RY GIDEON. Director of 1u ic 

LO I G. GOLDBER , iolin ccompani t . BA 

ELIZABETH GURLEY FLYN 
February 18 

\\' celebrate the FffTEE TH 

.\ , ':\'lVEBSARY of our forum 

work at Ford I-fall. Sunday 

Evening February 25, and 

again with a fellowship 

banquet \Vedne da Evening, 

February 28. We arncstl 

imril all our forum friend , 

especialb tho c of fo:rmel' 
years, to make a spe ial effort 

to Jc with u on one or both 

of these annive:r ary occasions. 

Further par-tkuiars on the last 
page. 

EDWARD A. STEINER 
February 25 

HARLES FERG 0 
February 11 

RAYMOND ROBINS 
March• 

FORD HALL, Corner Bowdoin Street and Ashburton Place. 

Doors open at 7.00 o'clock. Half-hour concert. Address by noted speaker. 
Question from the audience. 

A SILVER COLLECTION IS TAKEN AT THE DOOR. 



Five Successive Programs 

FEBR ARY 4 

Con rl at 7. 0- n~ from Op ra and Oratorio BE REDDE , T nor 

Addr b FR 1 CI J. 1 OJ. ELL 

'The Church and Freedom" 

FEBRUARY 11 

Concert at 7.?0-Th M nd I ~ohn in°ers A. J. ALDERWOOD, Conduct r 

Addre b CHARLE FERG 0 

'The Teclznarchy-in ei York, Berlin and Bucharest: 

A Busines Jl1 etlzod that Regenerates Citie " 

FEBRUARY 18 

Concert at 7.30-Joint Program 

LO ISE K. BROW... oprano • RAYMO D M L RE Violin 

Addre by ELIZABETH G RLEY FLY 

"Labor and the Conrts' 

FEBRUARY 2;:i 

FIFTEE TH AN IVER ... ARY f the FORD I/ALL FORUM 

F bruary 23, 1908-F bruary 25, 192 

Con .rt al --.i-- Or TA1 E and HE !RY GIDEO~ T 

In Familiar n"'~ of a Greal Peopl, 

Readin<Y b r WI LI I HAWORTI DU... Al of form r <la • 

Ford Hall F lk.; ny th ir respects to the Bo ton Bapli l ocial nion 

JOIL J. LL 1 
1 \ pok man 

Rc-pon. by th Pre id nt of th 
DE~ ' ITT G. • ILCO. , _ 1.D. 

~ . 
lllOll 

], or<l Hall Loo ·ing into the Cen u l Error 

Report by J. ARTH R PARRO 

"What I Think of the Ford Hall Forum," 

One-1 linute T timouie from the Floor 

1 de.he::,~ by ED ARD A. TEL ER 
''The Jllaking of a Great Race' 

1ARCH 4 

Cone rt at 7.30-EDW Al D BOAT1 ER Baritone 

egro pirilual and fi.; llaneou Art Songs 

ddre-.. by RA f O D ROBI 

"Leadership the Crux of Democratic ociety" 



Forum Songs 

0 BEAUTJFU L, l\1Y O . TTRY 

( llu: ic: Ewing 

b autiful. m ountry!'' 
B thine a n bl r ar 

Than a]) th wealth of ommer 
Thy harv t , avin fair; 

Be it thy pride to lift up 
The manhood of the poor; 

B thou to the oppr ~ d 
Fair Freedom' op n door. 

For th our fath r uffered; 
F r th th y toil'd and pray'd; 

l pon thy hol altar 
Their , illing liv th y laid. 

Thou ha t no common birthright, 
,rand mem rie on thee hine • 

Th blood f pilgrim nation 
mminrrl d flo, in thine. 

hea utiful, our Country! 
Round thee in lov , draw; 

Thine i. th gra of Freedom, 
The maje ty ol Jaw. 

B Ri~lll ou ne th . ceptr , 
Ju ticc thy di d m • 

\nd on thy hining forehead, 
Be P ace the rowning rrem t 

- Frederick L. Hosmer. 

OLD FOLli AT HO. IE 

a d wn upon de wan ribber, 
ar, far away, 

D re' ,~ha' my h art j turning her, 
D re' , ha' de old folk tay. 
ll up and down de , hol r ation, 

acll I roam, 
till longing for de old plantation, 

nd for d old folk at home. 

CITORU 

All do , orld am ad and dr ary, 
b 'r ,~here I r am, 

O. darki how my heart grow weary, 
Far from d old folk at home. 

II round de littl farm I wander'd 
Wh n I was young, 

D n many happy day I quander'd, 
\Iany d ng I sung. 

Wh n I wa pla) ing wid my hrudder, 
Happy was I. 
! tak m t my kind old mudder, 
D r l t m live and die. 

n littl hut among de hushe , 
On dat I lov , 

till , adl t< my mem'r ru he , 
To matt r wher I rove. 

When " ill I " e <I I a humming, 
Il round d • mb? 

\"\ rn will T h ar ,Ir banjo tumming, 
J) .-,,, n in m • ~nod old home? 

~ ephen C. Foster. 

THE l\1 RCH OF FR EDO 1 

Hark, hark, the peal of clarion • alling, 
.\ host unnumher'd marching by; 

O' 'r erried rank the pennon falling! 
The hill give hack the battle cry, 
The hill rrive back the battle cry. 

When cc me )e, hero warrior" hither? 
\ fiat land d1at age ~ave ou birth! 
What crave ye ctiJI of bl ding earth, 
hat laur I wr ath that h ll not ither? 

To arm ! the clarions ca11 
To J eel the doing worth; 

larch on! Iar h on! till Freedom dawn, 
n<l ju tic rul the arth! 

Glory to od, the day i breaking, 
he long a, a 'ted golden m m ! 

The h roe cl ad ,\ ho, self for~akina, 
Gave all to ha ten freedom' dawn, 

ave aU to hasten freedom dawn. 
brother , omrnde. mar ·h be ide u , 

On, then, to <-onqu,• t of the world. 
On till our hattl flag are furl'd 

In fr eJnm' e. e, and God sh~ll rruide us. 

Y mount. in , lap your hand ! 
Exult . ky and e:i ! 

:\farcl1 on. \hrch on! break o'er all land 
T}11• ,J;rn n of ilinty. 

-Charles prague Smith. 

GOD AVE A lERICA 

( Dcclicate<l to Dr. Walter Rau chenbu ch) 

Cod ave Am ri a. n"'" w rld of rrlory ocl ave Ameri •• ! Brotherhood bani h 

• ew born to fr edom and knowl dge and power, ail of the worker and cur of th cru hed; 

Lifting th to,\ er f her lightnin¥•lit citic Jo break in "Ong from her jubilant millions 
7here the flood tide_ of humamty roar! Hailing th day when all discord are hushed! 

d ave m rica ! Here may all ra e Goel ave .\merica ! Hearing th olive, 

fingle torreth r a chil<lr n of . od II r be the hle ing the peacemakers prove, 

Founding an mpire on brotherly km<ln Calling the nation to lad fed ration 

Equal in libert , made of on blo d ! Leading the world in the triumph of love! 

Go ~av merica ! ' lid all her plendor 
ave her from pride and from lu ury; 

Tiu ne in her heart the un een and ternal • 
Right be her might and the truth make her free! 

-W. G. Ballantine. 



Platform of Principles 

The Open Forum Land for: 

] . The m1 I t d lopm nt f lemocr ... ·y in m nca. 

2. A common me ting-g-roun l for aH th p opl in th int r ~t 

f truth and mutual under::-tandin 1Y, and for th culti ation of 
mmunit pirit. 

. The fullc t and fr t p ·n pul li • Ii~ u ion f all ital u -
tion~ aITecLinc:r human , elf are. 

4. For fr parti ipati n fr m th f rum floor eith r b qu tion 

5. Th fr dom of forum mana<r m nt from r pon ibilit f r 
utt ran by peak r fr m th platf rm or th fl r. 

COMMITTEE APPOI TED BY THE BO TO BAPTI T OCIAL ION 

Harry H. Bruns 
Franklin P. Daly 

GEORGE w. OLEl',JA , Chairman. 

J. Victor Day 
Jum s A. Floyd 

J. Arthur parrow 
Arthur E. Watkins 

CO fMITTEE OF REPRESE TATIVE CITIZE 
Mi s Elizabeth Balch 
Meyer Bl omfield 
Con tantino F. jampa 

1r . George W. Coleman 
Mi s Iary C. Crawford 
Courtenay Cro ker 
Henry . Denni on 
<lliarle W. EUot, LL.D. 
E. A. Filene 

Mi arah Abrahams 
i s Ir ne Fawcett 

Mi. s Ida . R. Gould 
1i liriam Gould 

Harry L. Haskell 
Mr~. da F. I hit ky 

fr . u an W. FitzGe ld 
Hon. Alvan T. FulJ r 
R v. George A. Gord n9 D.D. 
Richard W. Hole 
II nry P. Kendall 

Deni . 1cCarthy. LL.D. 
Ht·,·. Harold \Iar.·hall, D.D. 
G orgc E. Roewcr, Jr. 

I lDE HER 
DA YID K. • 11 E , /1 cml sher 

a than I ,Lit ky 
;\Ir: .. Unnie II. Kogos 
.la k London 
Janw A. IacDonal<l 

ii,., l\fonson 

OUT DE l' HER 

Jon,· :. B. LLOU, /lead U 1ier 

Bernard J. Rothwell 
Prof. Jarence R. kinner 
G orge . Smith 
Jame J. torrow 
Hon. Jo~ ph Walker 
Uon. John Ja k n Walsh 
Butler R. il on 
1r . Roger Wol ott 

Rob rt . Woods 

Arthur E. Perkin 
Jame P. Robert 

[ic: LiUian M. eaman 
Arthur E. ullivan 
Ulri Thain 
Mr.:: . lara F. Whit 

Fred L. Cu hing F. . litch 11 

1iss Ednah Blanch:ird 
1r . Grace E. Blanchard 

Mrs. M. Susan Hammond 

TAKI G TilE ILVER OFFERI G 
J. nTH n P nnow, in charge 

,ri. Alfrieda .a. L 1o her 
Ir . Alice )1. Parnell 
harles . Parnell 

John J. Sullivan 
Mr . fatilda G. ullivan 
fr . Loui e M. Young 

SPECIAL ASSISTANTS { 
I man Hand , i\1.D. Ii Gertrude 0. Oppenheim 

Loui P. Smith 



Comment on the Speakers 

FRANCIS J. McCO ELL - February 4 
Here, i a ieth di t bi hop from Pitt burgh, abundantly able and g n rou ly , illing to 
face a Ford Ha11 audience with the topic, '·The hurch and Fr dom." Thi uhject 
i peculiarly timely in view of the diffi ulti that Dr. P rcy ti kney Grant, who poke 
for us a few months ago, i having with the authorities of the Epi pal Church. Out 
in Missouri ju t now there i a great tir over the di mi al of Prof or laten from 
William Jewel] ollege, a Bapti t in titution. Our own fellow member, Rev. Henr V(• 
Pinkham, of the Unitarian fellow hip, Jo t bi chur h during the war becau~e o_f ~1s 

pacifism. But Bi hop .McConnell, a chairman of the Interchurch World Comm1ss1on 
investigating the teel trike, not only did not lo e hi bi h pric, hut wa tran ferred by 
his denomination from the ilver-produ ing tate of Colorado to the teel-making com• 
monwealth of Penn ylvania. The Bi hop i rated a one of the keenest, faire t and mo t 
independent men in high clerical office. The Ford Ballers who h ard him di cuss the 
steel strike here two year ago will not need to be reminded of hi gifts a a peaker. 

CHARLES FERGUSON - February 11 
Another peak r n w to the Ford Hall Forum Ir. Charles Fergu on, an ind fatigable 
tudent of modern problem and a widely-known writer and lecturer. He ha hi own 

philosophy about thing and a brilliant way of giving it expre ion. He wa Pre ident 
Wilson's special commL ioner tudying bu ine condition in European countrie and 
afterward carried credential from members of the Cabinet to variou bu ine s com­
munities throughout the Unit d tate . At another time he served the State Depannent 
in the Far Ea t. In his mes age to u he will peak as a reporter de crihing the 
immen e transformation that i actually taking place in our modern civilization. He will 
show how a new and regenerate cial order i coming into e i tence whether we like it 
or not. He is eager to tell Boston how it can ea e the pain of the enormou change-and 
get the profits. He will foretell exactly what i bound lo happen in the readju tm nt of 
America's relation to Europe, and he will appeal to us to help along what seem to him 
to be prede tined chan e . Now doesn't that whet your appetite? 

ELIZABETH GURLEY FLYNN - February 18 
Any woman who ha been arre ted ten times hut never convicted of any off en e i an 
unusual character. Elizabeth Gurley FJynn s record i all the more triking in thi re ard 
when you know that the e incidents in her busy life occurred over uch a wid ly cattered 
area as New York City; Missoula, Mont.; pokane, Wash.; Philadelphia, Pa.; Pater n, 
N. J.; Duluth, Minn.; and Chicago, Ill. She is even now under 5,000 bail on the last 
charge again t her. All thi i n t so surprising when you know that in her Irish ance try 
she had grandfathers who were Fenian and rebel . This remarkable woman is in the­
fight for free speech and is always for the under dog. Knowing well her reputation for 
unrestrained radicalism, Mr. Coleman was amazed at her calm, logical, orderl con­
vincing pre entation of the acco-Vanzetti case when he heard her speak on the platfonn 
of Lorimer Hall, Tremont T mple. If she pre ent her topic, 'Labor and the Court " 
in the same ma t rly fa hion this night at Ford Hall will be one to be long remembered. 

EDWARD A. STEINER-February 25 
This is the night we celebrate our Fifteenth nniver ary. Prof. Edward A. teiner of 
Grinnell ollege, Io, a, i our cho en sp aker for thi happy occa ion. He has a won­
derful under tanding of our audience, and they re pond t him to a remarkable degre . 
We shall never forg t the exalt d in piration of the m age he ha brought u . He i 
one of the he t platform peaker in America. The topic elected for the occa ion, ' The 
Making of a Great Race," is mo t enticing to u and doubtl will put liim at hi h t. 
Profe or teiner, an Austrian by birth led the typical life of an immigrant in thi 
country, pre ing coats on New York' East Side, digging coal in Penn ylvania, laboring 
in the steel mills and getting into jail becau of a trike. He ha tudi d in Oberlin 
College and at Heidelberg, Gottingen and Berlin. Hi book about immigrant life have 
made him f amou . 

RAYMOND ROBINS - March 4 
Commenting on Col. Raymond Robins, the director of the great Philadelphia Forum 
says, "I do not think there i a better speaker in America. ' And we might add that 
he is one of America's foremo t citizens. He ha devoted hi remarkable gift to the 
promotion of the public welfare, in settlement work, in civic reform, as R d Cro s 
Commissioner in Russia during the war, in the Men and Religion Forward Movement 
as a founder of the Progre ive party, in a round-the-world tour with Fred B. Smith and 
as an out tanding peak r who i eagerly Ii tened to in v ry part of the country. H~vin 
exhibited in his own life such a wide range of leader hip, it will be extremely worth 
while to hear what he ha to say about "Leader hip the Crux of Democratic Society." 



Complete Program, 1922-1923 Season 
Oct. 15 WILLIAM R. GEORGE-' The malle t Republi in th World." 

22 REv. PER TICK E GRA T, .T.D. - "Pr gre ." 
" 29 IVY L • t e of Our cial Ord r '?" 
ov. 5 PR F. ' l - "Human atur \ ivilizati n.'' 

12 REV. J O ' Europe in 1922 a rave)er aw It." 
" 19 Mis TERY - "Hi h Bro,, Low Br w and fiddle Brow." 
" 26 PROF. Ph.D. - "What i the .\latter with Education?" 

Dec. 3 ROGE h or ioJ nc ? ' 

" 10 CHIEF ' ing th Original American." 

" 17 PROF. EDD ER, D.D. - 'Can We Li e by the G Iden Rul ? ' 

" 24 a 
31 PROF. RTH Tim ' Pia u : Th m ri niza-

tion of Arthur Gord ' 
Jan. 7 PaoF L. JO HI -· Religion and Politi al Fact r in the or1d' 

y .• 

" 14 ID " on truction in Ru ia." 
" n MIDT - "The Right and Duti f th Turk . . 
" 28 ~ Wrong with th C al lndu try?" 

Feb. 4 B1 nor L - "The hur h and Fr dom." 
u 11 CII RL '' Technarchv - in w ork, B rl in and Buchare t: 

A t enerat itie . ' 
" 18 ELIZA ) - - '·Lab r and th 

" 25 PROF. E ER - 'The . !akin nth 

Mar. 4 COL. • - "Leader hip the Crux of Democratic o iet .' 

" 11 . K. ngland bangin Hand ." 
' 18 IL ER - ri ti:m J w - Will Th y Ever M t ?" 

25 . - ' an ilizati 
ApI . 1 BU '·h: Europ omini,r oing?" 

" 8 OR E . 'GE- "Pri.on Reforn. 

Important Information 
The Ford Hall Forum com Lo it Fift nth nniver ar in th mid t of iL m t u • 

ful ea on. The tid of int re t and d votion man if , t d h it. m mber wa n v r o great. 
It ie re ivin~ a lar!,?:er mea ur of confid n and g od , il1 on the part of the gen ral publi 
than ever befor . 

L t us aJl make cial effort to bring to our FIFT TII ER RY fEE 
February 25, tho e _ed to attend r gularl but a un do o. MAR 
PARAGRAPH and iver ary njght program n ond page and mail it (or 
till, hand it o ·ou kn e a att ndant at Ford Ila11, 

night . Tic a d at • th Little Building for tho old 
of the forum who are advan ed i ha icapp d or livin r at a gr at d 

Don't m· FIF EE TII BA Q ET in Ford Hall i 
Wedn da . 2 , the la th. Thi will take the plac r 
Ford Ha11 F quet at the on. It • h t 
kind in th f our work. . forum d. 1 m 
us o w ]l 1 , ill be the cat 1 ui h d wi k. a 
congratulation from great lead will be p ted. r pr ram that will h a 
keep ak for y om • ing prepared. Better ticket early - 1.50 ach. 

end check to Ii e on, 1244 Little Building Bo ton. 
The photo raph e day, January 14 have c rn v ry full '. Th r 

is a wonderful pi t f ·re audience fl or and gall and platform; al o of th 
Ford Hall Folk in ne on and at upper. There fine group pictur of the 
officer u her and ta a remarkable picture of th big line of people out id 
the bu,ilding waiting for the door to op n. An opp rtunity will b given lat r to pur ha 
a copy of these picture . 

There are 613 paid-up m mb r of the Ford Hall F lk . W ar pr ud of th fri nd . 
They add greatly to the trength of all our work. Tho e who do not yet belong and who ar 
intere ted in the forum can secure all the privileg of member hip by ending their name 
and addre with one dollar to 1i Ali H. am on, 1241 Little Building, Bo ton. fake 
check pa able to the Ford Hall Folks. 1 'i 




