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T i ONT•FIO HOS IT C 

-October 23, 1924.-

IG -~ I iN :R 

In the Fl e de l Re ublique in Paris there 1 

re t clock in the to r of the otel de Ville. On ov.ll,191, 

a t e han s wer poi ting to a. qu rter of ll o 'clock , an ol 

o an who old newspaper in the Kio k across tl e squ r, ea 

w rming her chillbla.ined hand over a i ttle c 1 rco burner, 

nd watched w th tense dr n face and atra.ined eyes, the ands 

of the clock as they approach d the hour . 

Turning to a _group of wo n tanding by, oh aaid, 

"Look] esd es, watch 1th me the hand of the clock. In 

fifteen minutes they will stop killin~ n.• 

a.r kills en, but F etilenoe an l'amine; t oa other 

grim Hors en of the Apocalypse, who to the b at of muffled 

drume rid hrou ·h th smok and fir d stroying if nd appi-

ne a , kill ore th- war kill l 

Did you eTer top to think what it i t . t at ·mde be-

tween you and th e e grim Horsemen to l ssen th ir ha::-ve t •• 

On the lines of oommunica.tion, after the battle& are ov r, h :t 

ie it that a lvagea the wounded, what brin s bac1, to life the 

children of th f ine stricken l da and what ia it t t akee 

your line of defense to battled ath for you e ery hour of the 

w ing day and wnile you aleep t night? It 1 medical science 

and the hospital . 



Jacob Reis eaid, th t "In th stru wle for existence, 

there ere al ay some who by reason of poverty, ignorar1ce or 

disea would fall by thew y ide." believe th t if we could 

wipe out th econd of these-----ignorance---•the first ight 

disappear, and th · t if ith a w :ve of a "'gici · 's wand we could 

wipe out the fir t . to, both poverty and ignorance, 

have o onquered the third. 

would 

:But m gic and " las" belon to f · iry • y , rmd our 

old world h a ·~ro n too i and to lfish n to s e the 

f iriea thst dance in the moonbe a and sit beside the hearth 

at twili tin the ho es wher love is. 

And o we have disease, and we ust reckon with it, 
. 

and battle ith it, and conquer it e can. So it seems 

that the greate t good e can ive tote world's need is----

kno 1 dge, and after t at, ----he lt ; and 1:f' we can bring them 

to those 

unto them. 

0 e wish best for, all other things shall be added 

These fun entaJ. truth r only vaguely n ed by 

early civilization, and the story of hospitals crept too slowly 

t rou h t e . ages of history. In early J ish times we find 

Beth Iolem, Shelters for the ic , and in later scriptures Beth 

Saida. Greece and om had hospices. From the 13th oentury on 

we find the ssooiated in Fr nee and Germany and Italy with the 

monest riea and the Convents of the Siaterhoods. In 1296 a group 

of port era who w it ed for their sterB in the Piazza Duomo in 

Florence, founded the eeracordia, and financed it by fines paid 

for uttering blasphemies. So it 1eema th t the greater part of 

the funds for thi fir t public halt movement came fro~ the 

ones who cursed the loudest and the longest. Vincent de Paul 
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founded die l Soci l Service in Paris, and ao hospitals came 

marching do 11 the l ine of rogresa into odern life. 

The adv ce ent of aurg .ry de de the a.dv no e 1. ent 

of ho it l • It medic l ci nc that forc ed t he hospit a 

to kee pace it t he ork t hey had begun. Th e gre, t a11,..geons 

s id to then t ologi ts and arc itect, economic er0e ts, nur ea 

and dietitians, and hundred othere--.. -you r uet consecrate your-

selves to t he ho ·it la 

d esaen t h s of h an 

e 1 :ve lone, if we are to save life 

ery. Lo is Paet e,tr and Koc h , 

Lister and a ser an conn cte t e hosni t · 1 with the cher ic 1 ... 

l aboratory to tudy dise un er t ' e icroscope. Herr Pastor 

and r u Fleider dour belove Lady oft Land, Florene 

Nighti.ng le brou > t nursing schools into the picture • 

.E,\trope contribut ed muc in oientific effort, but ita 

hospit 1 re ined c h rlt ble in ti ut i on, bo rdin hou es for 

t h e ick oor, maint ined by t s t ~t ; or erely laboratories 

oae sue es W :'" e s ur d by t he nun er of autopsies each day 

f or schools of edicine. Ev n tod · y it ia considered a disgrace 

in rope for eo le of ny mea.r~ or sooi l po ition to o to 

a general oepit l for t r e t ent. 

It re 1 ined fort is beloved young country of ours to 

develop the ospit l for everybody, ric nd poor and 1 dleman 

alike, and to prove th tit ate finest k ind of constructive 

charit y to iv c r e to t he sick of the average ~amily•--for what 

they could ford to pq; for the development and the acientitio 

practice of edicine; and the chool for the nurses who would go 

out into the world with trained h de and heade to bring comfort 

to the euff rin • to fe u rd then born, a.nd with tender touch 

to close the eye• ot th dead. 



It remained for thi• country to aay th t hospital 

building and admini tration was a speoJal buaine sin itself, 

and needed fficiency ot detail muc more t an a t e l mill or 

a hotel or a dep rt . nt store; bee au e human bo iea were the 

materials h ndled, and the cost a counting and balance e 1 et 

ah ed for either life or death in the end result oft e bueineea 

year. 

So you a , if you want to keep up 1th the proce sion, 

and make good in this h o pit l you re oing to build, you've 

got a big job on your l ands. 01've got t put together a pi ce 

of machinery th t 1a aa good in its maas product ion aa an up-to

date manufacturing plant, ae sane in it econo ics ae a good bank, 

an e uc tion 1 institution equal in ita st dard to a. university, 

as fine in its room a.nd food aervic aa a good hotel, and then 

and gre t st of all, you 1ve got to put into this 1nachinery------

a. heart and a oul . 

n someones y to you, "Jhy should we g ive to thia 

hospital?---- a.y to them--•-"lstly"----for pride's eake. The 

gen r ub ic doe n •t stop to consider reasons or excu ea for 

failure. Oth er groups of t h is ci t y h :v-e been Justified h n 

they pointed their fingers a.t us and aaid, "Thie ie 1924-----

Look aronnd you, take off t h e ban age from your eyeeJ Can •t you 

!.!! how other hoapita la have progre s ed while you have la "ed 

behind? Have you done your shar J You, the chosen people who 

boast that you give ore than your tithe of the 10th of your 

richea. and bo st that you take care of your ownJ Why do you 

stand by idly w ile we bear your hare ot the burdenJ "----and 

again aa.y to th ---- ive bee us your 10 poor need your giving 

and they ould b c red for by t eir own people and not b7 

atranger■-----and again----give because the average family ot 



your co 1unity need and want a noapital wilere t} ey m y bring 

their aick and maimed and c ildbearing-----give because there 

are Jewish medic l men in thi ■ city w o v grown fil waiting 

for the opportunity that the ri ht kind of a hospit3.l could 

giv them. 

lf those from whom you beg still aay • o" and ask, 

" at do e et in return for what we give you?"•••Tell them 

t i :- hen the cry of p ·in co es, a.n the fear of birth or 

death descends upon your nou e lik a thi fin the ni ·ht, e 

ill send to you 1 en whom we h :ve tr ined, en 1th God-given 

kill in th ir hands to you. wills nd to you women 

we h :ve tr ined to bring order and peace 1d co fort into your 

house, or e hall t e your aufferi o db. h in o 

our house of healin. This all sh do and o it well, if 

you will give ." 

People give for various a.sons; someti es to ain 

social prestige or businee reputation. They give in competition 

with others who ive, or to s lv their conscience or to gain 

hope of he ven, but re ember that the r al psyoolo of the giv-

ing that counts is entimental. give best in m ory of the 

dead th t e e loved, or in thankfulness for the joy and 

happiness that comes to ua. e giv bast d most for the eake 

of tho e w10 ne d wh t e can ive. 

Give to your giver this viaion. In this new a.nd 

wonderful hou e of h ing we will a ow you the porches where 

the de r old "B •bes" sit nodding in the ■uns ine, their dread 

of hoapit ls gone, for hr is fri ndly apeeo in th ir own 

tongue and th ir own kind of food. 
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Int is wonderful house of haling you ills happy 

children in a pl room whose alls ·re p~inted ith f iry ships. 

I the roof g den will r t we ry 1en and omen beginning to 

e th orld a.ft r coming up fro1 the Of SU ring . 

From t e ba k t in the nursery tiny n • fi ts will b at th air, 

d wondering yes open on t e unkno orld about the. Here 

the crooked a all be m e traight, th'-' l e to a.lk, and aom -

tim seven, ple se God, the blind h 11 b de to ee. 

ile t 1 driv 1 01, th v ry oun waves should 

c· rry thi e et roug the s oke filled misty air to the 

J wi ... c o_ unity of Pitt burgh • 

Lit nJ It is we, the old and t e helple s, the aick 

and the uffering an th n born w o ory out to you. Open ide 

th n the doors of your heart h look in, ands e there 

the love for your f llow en; op n 1d too the atrings of your 

purae----th t w a.y live. 

• 

• 




