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Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver's Address at the Annual Meeting of the Publica
tion Society, Held in Pittsburgh, Sunday, March 22-25 

"In thi age, friends, in which so 
much of our energy is ab ·orbed ir, 
fund solicitation and in vai·iou kinds 
of therapy again t anti-Semiti m it 
~s good to find onc-'s elf in an 'as
semblage of men and women uch a. 
this, who have been summoned here by 
the appeal not of pe tacular philan
thropy, or a racial care, but by th 
quiet, win ome appeal of Jewi h 
thought and Jewi h learning. Frank
ly, I feel it refre hing to get away 
from the noisy mart, where men arc 
va1·iou ly engaged in traffic and com
merce or charity, or wh re men are 
feveri hly arguing and ge ticulating 
again t all kind and manner of con
veyed or applied anti-Semitism, and 
come here among my fellow-Jew and 
find people eager to exchange coun
sel or to Ii -ten to a di cus. ion of 
things that really matter, the abiding 
and enduring things, the things of the 
mind and the thing· of the pirit. 

"It ,·eems trange but neverthele.·;-; 
true that the people of the Book, th,~ 
people who e dynamic genius ex
pre ·:es it. elf in it. fulle~t in book.· ; 
the people whose life, a su ·tained 
right down the age by the pirit 
which live in the letter of a Book, 
it eem strange that this people of 
the Book ha in the pa t wandered 
into alien field ·, where it found a 
dry and broken ci tern in place of 
the wells of living water. 

"We are forgetting that we are the 
people which gave life to the Book, 
which derive,· it life from the Book. 
And that has been particularly true in 
our own land here. Up to quite re• 
cently, up to the last decade that wa;:; 
very true of American life. Recently 
the event of tl)e world and certai r! 
event in our own land have thro-..vn 
u back sharply and uncomfortably to 
a realization that the educational and 
intellectual and scholarly need. of 
American hi tory are the rno::-t vital 
and mo t immediate need . 

"Our race, in this land at l a -t, was 
becoming culturally terile. In thP 
realm where we mo ·t excelled in the 
pa t, in the realm of ethic:, or the
ology, of . pi ritual creation, w here 
in America produced nothing of fir,-t, 
rate importance. part from a few 
in:pired . ermon • an<! a f('w ethical 
pamphlets, we h re in thi .· land en
joyed unprecedented 11ro;;p rity and 
brought nothing comparable to the 
monumental achi vem nti-; of our fore
father · in the Middle Age: and cer· 
tainly nothing compar, hie to th'! 
achievement · of our fellow non-.Jcw,; 
today a record · their contribution.- to 
the problems of orientating traditionai 
faith here, a to bring it into con on• 
ance and accord with modern thought 
and modern life. 

"The few scholar who remained 
faithful and who in quiet concentra
tion carried on the work in the field 
of Jewi h learning, the:e few , cholar: 
were gift -gifts which Europ . en~ 
to America. 

"You take, for exam pl , the de• 
partment of rcligiou thought an'.'.I 
peculation, that department in whlcll 

t he mind of the Jew from the earlie ·t 
times wa mo t alert, inqui. itive ann 
active. \ e are· accustomed to th ink 
of the religion of th Jew and the 
piritual value. of Judai ·m. We for

g t that the Jew ha harl a marvel
ously quipp d intellectm,1 a}maratus. 
th mind, which function d triumph
antly righ rlown the ag . mind 
that ~ a · con tantly eekin , . earch
ing, d bating, electing, r jecting au 
the meat and ca ting the rind a ide 
of every philo ophic notion or h-dom 
that the ~ orld 1n- ~ nt d to him, o: 
everything which might b u d in 
~.ugm nting th pirit of th race, in 

inten ·ifying J ewi:h life an<l Jewi h 
religion. 

"The J ew nev 'r i olated himself, 
the Jew never ghettoized him elf 
mentally. Th J w welcomed the 
charm and th grac and the beauty 
of foreign cultur into th tent of 
Shem, wheth r ii wa Saadia or Mai
monides or Gabirol, the J wi:,;h mind 
wa • cea:-- le:--.-ly thinking. It was ·eek
ing to reaclju. t its lf and its faith to 
th mo.-t advanced scientific and phil· 
o, ophic thought of the particular age. 
It wanted Judab m to b vigorou~ and 
aliv and eff ctive in the lives of men 
and not an embalmed bit of antiquity, 
an hL torical curio. 

" ow thi • learning .-omehow wa:
dormant in American I -rael, with thP 
result that the Jew in America ha<l 

with that anci nt hunger for di inity 
that throbbed through the oul of 
I -rael from th tim of braham to 
thi.- day, that thi hun r is . urfeit d 
and st ill d in I -rael. 

"Our people hung<•r for relig·iou., 
thought; our people thir:-,t for tlw 
water. of .-afvation. Our p 'opl stood 
in the mid.-t of th it· life's 1> rpl •xiti :-. 
and they sought fo1· .-ome :-,t aclfa. t 
purpo;-;e. They ,,ere :-- eking-, but what 
did we give them? Knowleclge7 
Truth ground cl in th pa:--t of our 
race? In piration which d riv _. from 
the vast traditi ons'? To. \\'e gave 
them a.- food c rta in hackn yecl r pe
titions, moral µlatitucl .- wa:hecl 
down with a shallow intellectuali,m. 
We didn t :-ati.·fy tlwir hunger. From 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 

lost hi .- prophetic v ic . The J cw be
t:ame an echo. Th Jew lo t leader
:h ip in . viritual matt rs. He becam<' 
a timid, wi tful follow r. He lo t 
the power to make tremendou • affirm
ation. Lacking the past h could not 
project hims lf into th future. H 
wa • aimle. :-ly drifting. There was 
a clrought in our land a famin . 
famine not for bread, but for the 
word of the living Goel and with th 
rare and ble~::-ed dole of occa ional 
grace tha a ch cht r or a ohlcr 
gave to lhe . tarvin mind and oul 
of Am rican I rael, there wa • famin 
ev ryv here in the land, and the peo
ple wer hungr. for th word of the 
Jiving od. 

"Don t 11 
J w ha Jo.· t 
and that th 

m •, fri nd., tha thP. 
him" lf in mat ria]i m 
J , i: not cone rn d 

the child to the grown man in the 
pa ·t we had nothing to give them. 

"In our religiou school · we la ·k d 
text books. We lack d juvenile litera
ture for the growing boy and girl; for 
the J ewi ~h man and woman we had n,, 
authentic, attractive lit ratur to give 
them. Why, ven the Bible, our Bihl , 
the . tory of the .·pirit of our rac , 
v n our Bible, wa.- not ace . .-ibl to 

them e ·cep in an alien ·arb. nrl 
a: far n. th comm nlaries of th Bi 
ble and a • far a the x1 ~ition.- of 
the Bible wer cone rned, the c thin•~ 
were entirol in non-J ev L h Jrnn Js. 

"\ hat wa • the r ~ult? The 1•e-:ul 
wa, ha up to comparativ ly l' c n 
year: we wer driftin , w had 110 
r r,L and not Jm in an 1·oot • in our 
pa t, in tlu thou and ar , w 1 \: (' 

would ubje t to any tem1) :t that 

. w pt ov r u • likely t w rthrow u 
anJ any gu t of any new doctrine th 
had any novelty in it wa a pectac1 
Jar nwnac and thr at n <l to ove 
throw u .~. 

"We gl'Ol> <l in the dark. 
fot· t' --.ample, th ,·arious movement 
,, hich dev lop d in Jcwi.h life in thi ,.. 
country in the la.t generation or twn 
and .- e if th e mov mcnt • were 
dir<'ctlv trac<'able to the lack of 
quaint;rncc:--hip with Lracl' literat, 
and th tradition of our people. ):ou 
tak , for example, the .-ociological 
pha. e in mcrican J wi h religious 
Ii f . ome of our leader <li covered \ 
that bra 1 had in olden times 
ProphC'L and that the e Prophet 
wcach d of righteou ·n • and ju.-tice. 
\\'hen the W stern world 1·cdi, covered 
the Id T stam nt in the la t fifty or 
sixty y ars th y began to lay stress 
upon the :--ocial side of religion as 
again ,-t the xclu ·ivcly theological 
:- ide of re li ion, and ·o our leader:; 
carried away by what wa: tran ·piring 
in other fol<b, began not only to inti
tat them, but to e. eel in imitating 
them. Th y b gun to reduce Judai;;m 
to a :--.ystcm of glorified alm ·giYing. 
They r ducccl Judai. m to a grand .- y . ..;. 
t 111 of :ociology. They ·tripped it to 
the bare bone of 1>hy ical formalism. 
• o that in })lace of a religion such . 
bra I has, a r ligion rich in cJlo 
fulne ,-,- , a r ligion quickened witi 
vine imp tu:-,, a r ligion which he 
the pro111is<' of communion witl1 Ui 

to those who f:C k u ;m in t.?uth a, I 
in cleanlin . s of hem·t, in lace tf 
religion of majc.tic gral} eur,, of 
t nsity, the T ligion of a Halevi, 
r ligion of a Luzzato, we gave th 
<•thical maxim: . Th y in ·got or p -
haps they did not know, 
al code i.- after all OP, 
. poke.- rotating from th 
religious impulse within 
flame that ri:-,cs from the it 

of rel igiou mystic . piritual f< rv01 
"Th y . pok glibly of Micah': ii -r

inition of religion. 'Thou hast been 
told, 0 man, but to <lo ju. tly, to lovt: 
m rcy,' and they expo.- tulated UlJon 
the ·c two 11rincipl .- of Micah' de." 
nit.ion and .-omehow overlooked l 1 

dw II upon that la.'l, th most impl • 
tan part of l'('ligion and of .Judai-11, 
'To walk humbly with Goel.' R Ii r~n, 
a<'cording to ,Judai. m, is walking h u:n· 
hly with ;0<1. '\ alk with Him ,Ill'\ 
lw thou l)erf t.' R ligion i.- the s ek 
ing of kin .-hiJ> with divinity ·tn<\ 
rC'aching for di vi n comrndeship. • •: 
b long to my beloved God and my b -
loved otl b longs to me.' 

"This .-ociological trend of AmerJ. 
can ,Judai:m would never have b en 
~,•t in motion if the leader.- and th" 
1 cl had been grounded in the tra Itl 
tion .- of th p ople, in knowledge, m 
acquaintance hip with the mind and 
.-pirit of our 1·ace which twenty-fh·e 
cnturi • labored to produce. And 

noi having that acquaintance hip, 
they gl'oped in the dark, they followed 
a will-of-the-wi p. They were an 

cho of what others were doing and 
what others were thinking. ~ 

" ou take, for xample, this~ ry 
movemen that developed in J wi:h 
lif . It J,ad it precedent in oth r 
land: . Thi attempt d to l'educe Jew
j,_J, lif P to a religiou • community. 
Thi. attempt d to make of Judai m a 
r ligiou.~ d nomination. Bru,hing 
a,itl Ji htly with di -regard to fact 
nn<l hi. tory that the people of I~rael 
,·a~ ju::-t a: great an e ential of J u
<lai.-m a.· the Bible of the J e\\, for 
th<> l) ople r at d the Bible. The e 
lead r.' of our people not grounded 
in th . oil th ri h oil of the intel-
1 tual lif of +-h p opl , . udd nly r~ 
rli scovcr rl th mi:. iou of I ra l, and 
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Book which i:s till vigorous enough 
to dictate human thought in the twen
tieth century. That Book this society 
mad accessible to us, to thousands 
who are no longe1· able to 1·ead and 
study it in the original. 

C ontinued fro m Paie 34 "This society has also et about to 
it came to them as a new revelation, of almost forty years, this ·ociety, publ ish rfie be:st of Jewish classics. 
that mi sion of Israel, which was pro- bound to no dogma, a ;..ociated by no Thi · ~oci ty ha given us intelligent 
pounded in matchless magnificence by prejudice, championing 110 cau. e x- di. cussion of modern Jewish problems. 
that Isaiah of the exile to whom Israel Thi .· . ociety i:s taking upon it elf th 
and Israel' faith, and Israel's mis- cept the cause of truth and of Jewi .-h duly of is:- uing contemporaneous Jew-
·ion were one. They preached the truth, this society quietly, but ·tead- i:-h hi :- lory upon which we can bui!d 

mis ion of I srael, forgetting the part ily, carried on the work of •nlightcn- intell igent thinking. This society ha . 
of that mi sion wa the pr ervation ment. It opened the trea ::;ure trovc!S been a veritable sesame to the treas
of the Jewi. h people-self-pre:::erva- of our past. It opened windows hi u,·c trove::; of our people's past, and 
tion. our minds. It gave u:- hi :- tory. l t really it is helping to 1·emove the r e-

"Then recently there has developed gave us biography. It gave us an in- proach which was once made of the 
another tendency for J ewi h life, due telligent understanding of tJ1e grear J ew::: . 
I maintain to the absolute lack of movements which have taken place in "A great rabbi once said, speaking 
intimate knowledge of the deep chan- Jewish life. It gave us fo r the fi rst of the laxity of his day and the ignor
nels of Jewi h life and thought. In time an intelligent tran ·la tion of the ance that prevailed in hi.,, day, very 
Jewi h life there are cross currents past things which have b en wr itten much like the ignorance prevalent 
and there are eddies that have alwavs in mediaeval Jewish litemture in th,, today: 'Children, our father plowerr 
been in every generation, but there original. It translated our Bible for fields. Our fathers sowed seed . Our 
have alway been a few deep channels us, that Book which is the authentic father .- harve ted and th1·eshed and 
where the mighty waters of the i·ace record of every mode of human life. baked the bread- the bread of life
course all the time, and must continue That Book which has molded the lives and we haven't mouths with which to 
to move along these channel . There of countless generations of man in the ca t.' Our fathers wrote book , grea,r 
l,as developed in recent years a secu- four corners of the earth. That Book book: , epoch-making book , and . we 
lar nationali m among u . People which has inspired so much of the haven't the eyes with which to read 
have arisen who speaking in the name noble t creation in art and literature. th<> m. An organization such as thi s 
of the Jew, speak of him merely a That Book which after twenty-five i,.; helping to remove this reproach. lt 
a racial or nationali tic or a pos ible centuries is still as fresh and as vig·- is giving us eyes to read, and perhaps 
political entity without reference to orous and as charming and a · moving L helping us somehow to be able to 
hi religious mission and his religious as it was the day it left the mouth of sow seeds ; for I am a man of faith, 
destiny. These people speak also of the sage, seer ·or psalmist. That Book and I believe in the future of Jew
the Jew as though he were like, or which is still potent to inspire a mod - / i5;h life in America. I believe that 
5;hould become like unto other peoples, ern drama like Jeremiah. That book we are moving toward the golden ag~ 
forgetting that of the Jew it was which is still interesting enough tJ of Jewish life in this land. I believe 
said, 'He cannot, he mu t not be en- evoke a new drama of Mose$. That that merican Israel is not a valley 
tirely like unto other nations.' They 
speak of secular nationali m as re
gards the Jew, as if the Jew who en
dured the ho. tilitie of eighteen cen
turie, . the augmented ]fate of the 
world's exile and inquisition in orde1· 
that he might emerge as another 
Montenegro or another little king
dom of the Hadje . 

"To the Jew, life without the flam
ing theophany was no match. To the 
Jew, political life, national life with
out a spiritual and religious motive 
was inconceivable. To the Jew 'Is
rael and the Tor ah and God were 
one.' 

"I say, friends, we were driven 
groping in the dark, because we did 
not know. We could not even de
velop properly. \Ve could not even 
change and evolve con,· i. tently, con
. ·ecutively becau, e we did not know 
our pa t. To change you mu t fir t 
know what ou arc changing from 
and why. Even th torch of the rev
olutionist i kindled by the student's 
Jamp. Before a Robe pierre, before 
a Mirabeau, there has to come a 
Rous. eau and a Voltaire and a Dide
rot. Knowledge, accurately followed, 
must per i, t in logical evolution, 
whether it L in politics or in morals 
or in religion. And our leaders have 
b en blindly thru, t in the dark, hid
ing, groping, follo, ing imitation be-
au, e we were not folfowing definite 

tendencies, not knowing what thes• 
tendencie were. 

"So that some years ago the more 
thoughtful Jews of America began to 
realize that if American Israel is ever 
to live an intelligent creative life 1t 
mu t begin to study, it simply must 
b gin to read, to 1·ead its own litera
ture. It mu t b gin to under tand 
how our fo1·efathers met the problems 
~hich in all likelihood are the self

~ame problem the world is facing to
da ; how they m t the pmlo ophic 
innovation of their day, ; how the, 
adju. ted them elv . to life and what 
wa. their . trategy? nd a group of 
the. peaceful, far-vi . ione<l men or
ganiz <l thi ociety und r ho ·e 
au, pi e vou ar a . emb]ed thi even
in , the J Lh Publication ociety of 

m rica. ndrarnatical, un pectacu-
lar, unherald d b cau e thin of the 
Book anno r cei th univer al a -
d im tha hin : of the bodv do. But 
qui 1 an,l . t adil y, th1 ug\-. r, rfor\ 

of dry bones. I believe that the ll 
of our race is sturdy today in 
midst. We are the riche t brcthr 
in universal Israel. We are perhap 
the largest center of J ewi ·h life t 
day, with a possible exception of o 
\ e are a people comparatively w 
organized. \ e are he1·e a blendh 
of all elements of the diaspo1·a, a 
the last few ears and the war a 
the ev nts which followed the w· 
hav enkindled a Jewi :,;h loyalty whi 
has done a reconnaissance of J ewi 
life which augurs well for the f utu 
There have been mo1·e scholar a 
acad mies for Jewish.,1 urning estr 
Ii hed in our lands in the la, t 4i 
yea r .-. There is a renais ance, hc.1 
is an awakening, and I believe H 
American Jew, if he intends incl'ea. 
ingly to fo ter Jewish learning, .- uc 
J ewi. h scholar , in ord r to make po 
sible for Jewish thinkers to devot 
themselves quietly in their tudie~ t 
their important work, to enable t 
to publish their work, if Ame 
Israel continues to organize it.
tion facilities so that every Je 1 

child will have a Jewi ·h ducaiior 
not a smattering of a few pretty Bi 
lical stories and a few charming a n < 
dotes, but an inten ifying Jewii
training, a training into the lite13-
ture of the past of hi s people, a J 
inculcating in them a love for t h r 
past and a hope for the f uture, I fe;I 
we can look forward to the gplden at <' 
in this land that will eclip e the go I
en age in Spain. 

"I am encouraged in this belief ot 
only in America but throughout ,,. 
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Every city supports its more exclusive shop. 

The penalty for exclusiveness has often earned 
the reputation of being called high priced. 

We counteract this argument with the following 
quotation. 

Persian Orientals 9-0x 12-0 

world there seem • to be a steady 
growth in J ewi h life. When I 1·ead 
of one Jew giving one hundred thou
sand dollars to help JewLh writer ; 
when I read of another Jew g·iving 
his entire fortunate to translate the 
classics into Hebrew-not a we arc.
wont to do-to tran !ate the Hebrew 
into the vernacular, but to translate 
it into Hebrew; when I read of a Be1·
covitch, of a Tchernichevsky, and a 
Schneyer and a Frishman, t.he litera
ture of whom excels the best of the 
Spanish Jewish literature, I feel ju t
ified in my confidence. And when J 

read with prayerful joy in my heart 
that within ten days on Mount Scopus 
the Hebrew University will be for
mally opened, I cannot help but feei 
that we are seeing 'the footstep of 
the Messiah.' For however humbh~ 
the efforts of that univer ity will be, 
and they must 'be humble, they are 
still prophetic and symbolic of future 
greatness. 

"It is the ingathering of the spirit. 
It i the renaissance of the pirit of 
a people that wiJl not be crushed. The 
doors of the third Temple are open
ing and 'the spirit of the race' which 
wandered in a hundred alien abodes. 
unabashed and wistful, she is return
ing to her own mounting, l1er own 
threshold. In a hundred fiel~ we 
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le1rns ; S. W. Jacobs, Monll-eal; Loui s E. Kir
Rtein, Bo ton; Julian W. Wack, New York : 
Simon W. Rosendale, Albany ; Mul'!'ay Season
.R'OOd, Cincinnati ; M. C. Sloss, San F1·ancisco; 
Sigmund B. Sonnenborn, Baltimore; Rev. Dr. 
J oseph 5tolz, Cllk:>go. 

Publintion Committee 
Dr. Cyrus ·,oler, cha: :mau, I~hiladeli>hia; 

Dr. David Blondheim, Baltimore: Dr. S. o li s 
Cohen, Philadelphi<1; Rev. Dr. H. G. Enelow. 
New York; Rabbi Harry Ettelson, Philadel
phia; Dr. H"rbert Friedcnwald, Waehington • 
1•·elix N. Get·son, l'h1l,1d•lpltia; ·,-, r l H,1"c H t:
~ik. Philadelphia; Rahhi Ma:· Kil in, Prrlad.,1-
J)hia; HaLbi Ja~ob Ko:,n, ;-:,~·.v fork; llr. Max 
L. Margoli., Philadelphia ; Dr. Alexander 
Mark, ew York; Leon S. Moi sseilT, New 
York; Rev. Dr . .Julian Morgenstern, Cincin
nati: Rev. Dr. David Philipson , Cincinnati; 
Dr. A. S. W. Rosenbach, Philadelphia; Frnnk 
I. Schechter, ew Yori: . RtN . Dt. Samuel 
Hchulman, ew Y 01 k ; H orace f .el n. Ph i ladf:'1-
phia; Oscar S. Straus, New Yo1·k; Samuel 
Strauss, New York ; Henrietta Szold, New 
York. 

Jewish Classics Committee 
D1·. Cyrus Adle1·, chail·man, Philadelphia ; 

Dt·. Israel Da vidson, New York; Rev. Dr. H. 
G. Enelow, New York: Dr. Louis Ginzberg. 
New York; Dr. Jacob Z. Lauterbach, Cincin
nati; Dr. Hemy Malte1·, Philadelphia; Dr. 
Alexander Mark, New York ; Rev. Dr. F. de 
Sola Mendes, New Yo1·k; Rev. IJr. David 
Philipson, Cincinnati ; Rev. Dr. Samuel 
Schulman, New York; I. George Dobsevage, 
Secretary, Philadelphia . 

(The address of Dr. Silver was 
stenographically reported by Mis., 
Caroline Lowenthal.) 

- --·••·- -
ROUMANIAN JEW LEA YES 

EST ATE FOR DORMITORY 
AT BUCHAREST UNI

VERSITY 

Will Accommodate Both Chriatian 
and Jewish Studenta 

Bucharest, March 24 (J. T. A.) 
An estate of thirty million lei for the 
purpose of establishing a dormitory 
at the University of Bucharest, wa 
left by Anton Gross, Roumanian Jew
i h merchant, who died here. 

The trustees, according to the will, 
are to· be the president of the Jewish 
Temple in Bucharest, the Rabbi, the 
dean of Bucharest University and a 
representative of the Roumanian 
Mini try of Education. 

One-half of the dormitory is to ac
commodate Jewi h students, the other 
half~ Christian students, according to 
specifications of the will. 




