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Thirty-four

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver’s Address at the Annual Meeting of the Publica
tion Society, Held in Plittsburgh, Sunday, March 22-25

“In this age, friends, in which so
much of our energy is absorbed in
fund solicitation and in various kinds
of therapy against anti-Semitism, it
is good to find one’s self in an as-
semblage of men and women such as
this, who have been summoned here by
the appeal not of spectacular philan-
thropy, or a racial scare, but by the
quiet, winsome appeal of Jewish
thought and Jewish learning. Frank-
ly, I feel it refreshing to get away
from the noisy mart, where men arc
variously engaged in traffic and com-
merce or charity, or where men are
feverishly arguing and gesticulating
against all kinds and manners of con-
veyed or applied anti-Semitism, and
come here among my fellow-Jews and
find people eager to exchange coun-
sel or to listen to a discussion of
things that really matter, the abiding
and enduring things, the things of the
mind and the things of the spirit.

“It seems strange but nevertheless
true that the people of the Book, the
people whose dynamic genius ex-
presses itself in its fullest in books;
the people whose life, as sustained
right down the ages by the spirit
which lives in the letters of a Book,
it seems strange that this people of
the Book has in the past wandered
into alien fields, where it found a
dry and broken cistern in place of
the wells of living water.

“We are forgetting that we are the
people which gave life to the Book,
which derives its life from the Book.
And that has been particularly true in
our own land here. Up to quite re-
cently, up to the last decade that wa:
very true of American life. Recently
the events of the world and certair
events in our own land have thrown
us back sharply and uncomfortably to
a realization that the educational and
intellectual and scholarly needs of
American history are the most vital
and most immediate needs.

“Our race, in this land at least, was
becoming culturally sterile. In the
realm where we most excelled in the
past, in the realm of ethics, or the-
ology, of spiritual creation, we here
in America produced nothing of first
rate importance. Apart from a few
inspired sermons and a few ethical
pamphlets, we here in this land en-
joyed unprecedented prosperity and
brought nothing comparable to the
monumental achievements of our fore-
fathers in the Middle Ages and cer-
tainly nothing comparable to the
achievements of our fellow non-Jews
today as records their contributions to
the problems of orientating traditionai
faith here, as to bring it into conson-
ance and accord with modern thought
and modern life.

“The few scholars who remained
faithful and who in quiet concentra-
tion carried on the work in the field
of Jewish learning, these few scholars
were gifts—gifts which Europe sen:
to America.

“You take, for example, the de-
partment of religious thought ana
speculation, that department in whicn
the mind of the Jew from the earliest
times was most alert, inquisitive ana
active. We are accustomed to think
of the religion of the Jew and the
spiritual values of Judaism. We for-
get that the Jew has had a marvel-
ously equipped intellectual apparatus,
the mind, which functioned triumph-
antly right down the ages. A mind
that was constantly seeking, search-
ing, debating, selecting, rejecting an
the meat and casting the rind aside
of every philosophic notion or wisdom
that the world presented to him, o:
everything which might be used in
augmenting the spirit of the race, in

intensifying Jewish life and Jewish
religion.

“The Jew never isolated himself,
the Jew never ghettoized himself
mentally. The Jew welcomed the

charm and the grace and the beauty
of foreign culture into the tents of
Shem, whether it was Saadia or Mai-
monides or Gabirol, the Jewish mind
was ceaselessly thinking. It was seek-
ing to readjust itself and its faith to
the most advanced scientific and phil-
osophic thought of the particular age.
It wanted Judaism to be vigorous and
alive and effective in the lives of men
and not an embalmed bit of antiquity,
an historical curio.

“Now this learning somehow was
dormant in American Israel, with the
result that the Jew in America had
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with that ancient hunger for divinity
that throbbed through the soul of
Israel from the time of Abraham to
this day, that this hunger is surfeited
and stilled in Israel.

“Our people hunger for religious
thought; our people thirst for the
waters of salvation. Our people stood
in the midst of their life’s perplexities
and they sought for some steadfast
purpose. They were seeking, but what
did we give them? Knowledge?
Truth grounded in the past of our
race? Inspiration which derives from
the vast traditions? No. We gave
them as food certain hackneyed repe-
titions, moral platitudes washed
down with a shallow intellectualism.
We didn’t satisfy their hunger. From

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver

lost his prophetic voice. The Jew be-
came an echo. The Jew lost leader-
ship in spiritual matters. He became
a timid, wistful follower. He lost
the power to make tremendous affirm-
ation. Lacking the past he could not
project himseif into the future. He
was aimlessly drifting. There was
a drought in our land, a famine. A
famine not for bread, but for the
word of the living God and with the
rarve and blessed doles of occasional
grace that a Schechter or a Kohler
gave to the starving mind and soul
of American Israel, there was famine
everywhere in the land, and the peo-
ple were hungry for the word of the
living God.

“Don’t tell me, friends, that the
Jew has lost himself in materialism
and that the Jew is not concerned

the child to the grown man in the
past we had nothing to give them.

“In our religious schools we lacked
text books. We lacked juvenile litera-
ture for the growing boy and girl; for
the Jewish man and woman we had no
authentic, attractive literature to give
them. Why, even the Bible, our Bible,
the story of the spirit of our race,
even our Bible, was not accessible to
them except in an alien garb. And
as far as the commentaries of the Bi-
ble and as far as the expositions of
the Bible were concerned, these things
were entirely in non-Jewish hands.

“What was the result? The result
was that up to comparatively recent
years we were drifting, we had no
roots and not having any roots in our
past, in three thousand years, why we
would be subject to any tempest that

swept over us likely to overthrow u
and any gust of any new doctrine tha
had any novelty in it was a spectacy
lar menace and threatened to ove
throw us.
“We groped in the dark. You take
for example, the various movement
which developed in Jewish life in this
country in the last generation or twa
and see if these movements were
directly traceable to the lack of
quaintanceship with Israel’s literatiW®
and the tradition of our people. You
take, for example, the sociological
phase in American Jewish religious
life. Some of our leaders discovered
that Israel had in olden times
Prophets and that these Prophets
preached of righteousness and justice.
When the Western world rediscovered
the Old Testament in the last fifty or
sixty years, they began to lay stress
upon the social side of religion as
against the exclusively theological
side of religion, and so our leaders
carried away by what was transpiring
in other folds, began not only to imi-
tate them, but to excel in imitating
them. They began to reduce Judaism
to a system of glorified almsgiving.
They reduced Judaism to a grand sys4
tem of sociology. They stripped it fo
the bare bone of physical formalism.
So that in place of a religion such a
Israel has, a religion rich in ol
fulness, a religion quickened with d
vine impetus, a religion which hel!
the promise of communion with G
to those who seek Him in truth ainl
in cleanliness of heart, in Jlace (fa
religion of majestic grandeur,, of i
tensity, the religion of ‘a Halevi, {4
religion of a Luzzato, we gave thj
ethical maxims. They forgot, or p
haps they did not know,
al code is after all on}
spokes rotating from th
religious impulse within
flame that rises from the Rhi¥
of religious mystic spiritual feryg,.
“They spoke glibly of Micah’s q¢r-
inition of religion. ‘Thou hast heen
told, O man, but to do justly, to 1ove
mercy,” and they expostulated upon
these two principles of Micah’s def
nition and somehow overlooked
dwell upon that last, the most impt-
tant part of religion and of Judai=n
‘To walk humbly with God.” Religim
according to Judaism, is walking hun-
bly with God. *‘Walk with Him an!
be thou perfect.” Religion is the seek
ing of kinship with divinity and
reaching for divine comradeship. "%
belong to my beloved God and my be.
loved God belongs to me.’
“This sociological trend of Ameri-
can Judaism would never have been
set in motion if the leaders and the
led had been grounded in the tradid
tions of the people, in knowledge, in
acquaintanceship with the mind and
spirit of our race which twenty-five
centuries labored to produce. And
not having that acquaintanceship,
they groped in the dark, they followed
a will-of-the-wisp. They were an
echo of what others were doinggand
what others were thinking. ’!
“You take, for example, this Wery
movement that developed in Jewish
life. It had its precedent in other
lands. This attempted to reduce Jew-
ish life to a religious community.
This attempted to make of Judaism a
religious  denomination.  Brushing
aside lightly with disregard to fact
and history that the people of Israel
was just as great an essential of Ju-
daism as the Bible of the Jew, for
the people created the Bible. These
leaders of our people not grounded
in the soil, the rich soil of the intel-
lectual life of the people, suddenly re-
discovered the micsion of Israel,_an
"™ Coniinued on Page 51
; Aty
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it came to them as a new revelation,
that mission of Israel, which was pro-
pounded in matchless magnificence by
that Isaiah of the exile to whom Israel
and Israel’s faith, and Israel’s mis-
sion were one. They preached the
mission of Israel, forgetting the part
of that mission was the preservation
of the Jewish people—self-preserva-
tion.

“Then recently there has developed
another tendency for Jewish life, due
I maintain to the absolute lack of
intimate knowledge of the deep chan-
nels of Jewish life and thought. In
Jewish life there are cross currents
and there are eddies that have always
been in every generation, but there
have always been a few deep channels
where the mighty waters of the race
course all the time, and must continue
to move along these channels. There
has developed in recent years a secu-
lar nationalism among us. People
have arisen who speaking in the name
of the Jew, speak of him merely as
a racial or nationalistic or a possible
political entity without reference to
his religious mission and his religious
destiny. These people speak also of
the Jew as though he were like, or
should become like unto other peoples,
forgetting that of the Jew it was
said, ‘He cannot, he must not be en-
tirely like unto other nations.” They
speak of secular nationalism as re-
gards the Jew, as if the Jew who en-
dured the hostilities of eighteen cen-
turies, the augmented hate of the
world’s exile and inquisition in order
that he might emerge as another
Montenegro or another little king-
dom of the Hadjes.

“To the Jew, life without the flam-
ing theophany was no match. To the
Jew, political life, national life with-
out a spiritual and religious motive
was inconceivable. To the Jew ‘Is-
rael and the Torah and God were
one.’

“I say, friends, we were driven
groping in the dark, because we did
not know. We could not even de-
velop properly. We could not even
change and evolve consistently, con-
secutively because we did not know
our past. To change you must first
know what you are changing from
and why. Even the torch of the rev-
olutionist is kindled by the student’s
lamp. Before a Robespierre, before
a Mirabeau, there has to come a
Rousseau and a Voltaire and a Dide-
rot. Knowledge, accurately followed,
must persist in logical evolution,
whether it is in politiecs or in morals
or in religion. And our leaders have
been blindly thrust in the dark, hid-
ing, groping, following imitations be-
cause we were not following definite
tendencies, not knowing ‘what these
tendencies were.

“So that some years ago the more
thoughtful Jews of America began to
realize that if American Israel is ever
to live an intelligent creative life 1t
must begin to study, it simply must
begin to read, to read its own litera-
ture. It must begin to understand
how our forefathers met the problems
which in all likelihood are the self-
same problems the world is facing to-
day; how they met the philosophic
innovations of their days; how they
adjusted themselves to life and what
was their strategy? And a group of
these peaceful, far-visioned men or-
ganized this society wunder whose
auspices vou are assembled this even-
ing, the Jewish Publication Society of
America. Undramatical, unspectacu-
lar, unheralded because things of the
Book cannot receive the universal ac-
claim that things of the body do. But
quietly and steadily, through a period

of almost forty years, this society,
bound to no dogma, associated by no
prejudice, championing no cause ex-
cept the cause of truth and of Jewish
truth, this society quietly, but stead-
ily, carried on the work of enlighten-
ment. It opened the treasure troves
of our past. It opened windows in
our minds. It gave us history. It
gave us biography. It gave us an in-
telligent understanding of the grear
movements which have taken place in
Jewish life. It gave us for the first
time an intelligent translation of the
past things which have been written
in mediaeval Jewish literature in the
original. It translated our Bible for
us, that Book which is the authentic
record of every mode of human life.
That Book which has molded the lives
of countless generations of man in the
four corners of the earth. That Book
which has inspired so much of the
noblest creation in art and literature.
That Book which after twenty-five
centuries is still as fresh and as vig-
orous and as charming and as moving
as it was the day it left the mouth of
the sage, seer or psalmist. That Book
which is still potent to inspire a mod-
ern drama like Jeremiah. That book
which is still interesting enough to
evoke a new drama of Moses. That

3Jook which is still vigorous enough
to dictate human thought in the twen-
tieth century. That Book this society
made accessible to us, to thousands
who are no longer able to read and
study it in the original.

“This society has also set about to
publish The best of Jewish eclassies.
This society has given us intelligent
discussion of modern Jewish problems.
This society is taking upon itself the
duty of issuing contemporaneous Jew-
ish history upon which we can build
intelligent thinking. This society has
been a veritable sesame to the treas-
ure troves of our people’s past, and
really it is helping to remove the re-
proach which was once made of the
Jews.

“A great rabbi once said, speaking
of the laxity of his day and the ignor-
ance that prevailed in his day, very
much like the ignorance prevalent
today: ‘Children, our fathers plowea
fields. Our fathers sowed seeds. Our
fathers harvested and threshed and
baked the bread—the bread of life—
and we haven’t mouths with which to
eat.” Our fathers wrote books, greav
books, epoch-making books, and. we
haven’t the eyes with which to read
them. An organization such as this
is helping to remove this reproach. 1t
is giving us eyes to read, and perhaps
is helping us somehow to be able to
sow seeds; for T am a man of faith,
and I believe in the future of Jew-
ish life in America. I believe that
we are moving toward the golden age
of Jewish life in this land. I believe
that American Israel is not a valley
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of dry bones. I believe that the sp
of our race is sturdy today in d
midst. We are the richest brethr
in universal Israel. We are perhap
the largest center of Jewish life t

day, with a possible exception of or
We are a people comparatively w
organized. We are here a blendir
of all elements of the diaspora, a
the last few years and the war aj
the events which followed the wj
have enkindled a Jewish loyalty whi
has done a reconnaissance of Jewi
life which augurs well for the futui
There have been more scholars a
academies for Jewish, learning este

lished in our lands in the last' fif
yvears. There is a renaissance, the

is an awakening, and I believe th
American Jew, if he intends increas
ingly to foster Jewish learning, suc
Jewish scholars, in order to make pos
sible for Jewish thinkers to devot
themselves quietly in their studies {
their important work, to enable thg
to publish their work, if Ame
Israel continues to organize its
tion facilities so that every Jewisk
child will have a Jewish educatior
not a smattering of a few pretty Bik
lical stories and a few charming ane
dotes, but an intensifying Jewi:
training, a training into the liter|-
ture of the past of his people, aiji
inculcating in them a love for ther
past and a hope for the future, I fel
we can look forward to the golden afe
in this land that will eclipse the goli-
en age in Spain.

“I am encouraged in this belief got
only in America but throughout g«
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world there seems to be a steady
growth in Jewish life. When 1 read
of one Jew giving one hundred thou-
sand dollars to help Jewish writers;
when I read of another Jew giving
his entire fortunate to translate the
classics into Hebrew—not as we arc
wont to do—to translate the Hebrew
into the vernacular, but to translate
it into Hebrew; when I read of a Ber-
covitch, of a Tchernichevsky, and a
Schneyer and a Frishman, the litera-
ture of whom excels the best of the
Spanish Jewish literature, I feel just-
ified in my confidence. And when i
read with prayerful joy in my heart
that within ten days on Mount Scopus
the Hebrew University will be for-
mally opened, I cannot help but feei
that we are seeing ‘the footsteps of
the Messiah.” For however humble
the efforts of that university will be,
and they must be humble, they are
still prophetic and symbolic of future
greatness.

“It is the ingathering of the spirit.
It is the renaissance of the spirit of
a people that will not be crushed. The
doors of the third Temple are open-
ing and ‘the spirit of the race’ which
wandered in a hundred alien abodes,
unabashed and wistful, she is return-
ing to her own mounting, her own
threshold. In a hundred fiel&s we
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Officers Elected

The following efficers were elected
to serve the ensuing year:

Simon Miller, Philadelphia, president ;
Adolph S. Ochs, New York, first vice presi-
dent ; Horace Stern, Philadelphia, second vice
president.

Trustees

Dr. Cyrus Adler, Philadelphia; Solomon
Bacharach, Philadelphia; James Becker, Chi-
cago; Hart Blumenthal, Philadelphia; Leo M.
Brown, Mobile;+ Josiah Cohen, Pittsburgh ;
Abram I. Elkus, New York; Henry Fernberg-
er, Philadelphia; Lionel Friedmann, Philadel-
phia; Joseph H. Hagedorn, Philadelphia; Rev.
Dr. Nathan Krass, New York; S. Charles
Lamport, New York; Ephraim Lederer, Phila-
delphia; Felix H. Levy, New York; Howard
S. Levy, Philadelphia; William M. Lewis,
Philadelphia; Rev. Dr. Louis L. Mann, Chi-
cago; Alphonse B. Miller, Philadelphia; Na-
than J. Miller, New York; Simon Miller,

—

Philadelphia; Adolph S. Ochs, New York;

Philip B. Perlman, Baltimore; Dr. A. S. W.

Rosenbach, Philadelphia; Sol Rosenblum,

Pittsburgh ; Lessing Rosenwald, Philadelphia ;
Jacob Rubel, Philadelphia; Rabbi Abba Hillel
Silver, Cleveland, O.; Horace Stern, Philadel-
phia ; Seligman J. Strauss, Wilkes-Barre; Cy-
rus L. Sulzberger, New York; Ludwig Vogel-
stein, New York; A. Leo Weil, Pittsburgh ;
Julius S. Weyl, Philadelphia; Edwin Wolf,
Philadelphia.
Honorary Vice Presidents

Isaac W. Bernheim, Louisville; Kov. Dr.
Henry Cohen, Galveston; Louis K. Gutman,
Baltimore; Rev. Dr. Max Heller, New Or-
leans; S. W. Jacobs, Montreal ; Louis E. Kir-
stein, Boston; Julian W. Wack, New York:
Simon W. Rosendale, Albany ; Murray Season-
good, Cincinnati; M. C. Sloss, San Francisco ;
Sigmund B. Sonnenborn, Baltimore; Rev. Dr.
Joseph Stolz, Clicago.

Publication Committee

Dr. Cyrus “aler, chai:man, FPhiladelphia;
Dr. David Blondheim, Baltimore; Dr. S. Solis
Cohen, Philadelphia; Rev. Dr. H, G. Enelow,
New York; Rabbi Harry Ettelson, Philadel-
phia; Dr. Herbert Friedenwald, Washington *
Felix N. Gerson, Philadalphia; ’r lIssze Hu-
sik, Pkiladelphia; Rabbi Max ¥iein, Priladel-
phia; Rabbi Jacob Koan, New vYork; Dr. Max
I.. Margolis, Philadelphia; Dr., Alexander
Mark, New York; Leon S. Moisseiff, New
York; Rev. Dr. Julian Morgenstern, Cincin-
nati ; Rev. Dr. David Philipson, Cincinnati,
Dr. A. S. W. Rosenbach, Philadelphia; Frank
1. Schechter, New Yorlk;, Rev. Di. Samuel
Schulman, New York; Horace {iexn, Philadel-
phia; Oscar S. Straus, New York; Samuel
Strauss, New York:; Henrietta Szold, New
York.

Jewish Classics Committee

Dr. Cyrus Adler, chairman, Philadelphia ;
Dr. Israel Davidson, New York; Rev. Dr. H.
G. Enelow, New York:; Dr. Louis Ginzberg,
New York; Dr. Jacob Z. Lauterbach, Cinecin-
nati; Dr. Henry Malter, Philadelphia; Dr.
Alexander Mark, New York; Rev. Dr. F. de
Sola Mendes, New York; Rev. Dr. David
Philipson, Cincinnati; Rev. Dr. Samuel
Schulman, New York; I. George Dobsevage,
Secretary, Philadelphia.

(The address of Dr. Silver was
stenographically reported by Miss
Caroline Lowenthal.)
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ROUMANIAN JEW LEAVES
ESTATE FOR DORMITORY
AT BUCHAREST UNI-
VERSITY

Will Accommodate Both Christian
and Jewish Students

Bucharest, March 24 (J. T. A.)—
An estate of thirty million lei for the
purpose of establishing a dormitory
at the University of Bucharest, was
left by Anton Gross, Roumanian Jew-
ish merchant, who died here.

The trustees, according to the will,
are to be the president of the Jewish
Temple in Bucharest, the Rabbi, the
dean of Bucharest University and a
representative of the Roumanian
Ministry of Education.

One-half of the dormitory is to ac-
commodate Jewish students, the other
half, Christian students, according to
specifications of the will.






