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MEMORIAL DAY ADDRESS BY RABBI ABBA H.

SILVER, S SENNEEnDIe » S, 1.Y 30th,
1935:'CLEVELAND, OHIO,

This day has been set aside as 2 loving tribute
to the memory of those men who, in the days of great
tribulation, were not found wanting. The American
people todey lays tta wreath of affectionate tribute
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upon the graves of those 7 who &&st-tha$w}ﬁio-n§gh &
z F\J/«Jo,-r_ s ,{»"a "A,' '("'p‘;/ » @ &y
oomewmorv*nobtemanﬂ a“gecure The Americ n eople
honors &8 on this day the Tlast survivors in the thinning
ranks of that great host of the Grand Army of the
Republic, that—once heard the csall of Father Abraham

4?7
1 believe that it is a mm thing to pause m /%
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igégd;;éééii‘rush and bustle ofﬁ {ife and think, if but
for & brief'igégg of time, of those who loved life so
dearly that fhey secrificed it in order to make life
more beautiful. To think of the departed ones, and
more especially of those who died heroicelly in a great
struggle, is to find ourselves chastened and ennobled.
We return from the g=eet borderland of memory, Sumwew ,
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greatness that the human being is capable of, and

we are humbled before such maaffustattuaa%}bea Gt oa.,
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liemorial Dey, my friends, commemorates not
only the deathlessness of the heré%’not~on&y=t#u*
saorifioeo-ofsthe-martyr, hut ibeeeommemersdes 2150,
and perhaps more especially, the deathlessness of

the ideals for which these heroes agimbheove-~martyrs

died. Gme llemoriel Day iemsr remindSus that the r
jdesls which drive men to supreme effort and éiﬁfgéigfck‘”
are enduring and eternal;/ th the great ideal of

humen freedom, for which tghs of thousands of men

in this great land died guring the great Civil War,
triumphed in spite of fhe fact thaet it was thwarted

and den&ed and heldr nthralled by laws and rulings,

in spite Of 81l the obstacles that life placed in

the way of the g}timate triumph of the ideal, It

passed throughjéour dreadful years of fratricidal
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struggle, ; 1% emerged triomphant, for no great

ideal canfkver or ‘does ever remain permanently
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champions eé;tnu-ttoua the Garricons
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and the Lincolas, may; ‘be &ootwt#a& Jie telievers

tu-th.qti.ui may foy a time be dismayed, but the
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jdeeal, if it be trge, must ultimately rise from

its grave to 2 new resurrection and e new transfigura-
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in thé thought that the thing for which we live and
NL L By
die #® immortal, in spite of G frail mortality, e
Bl RO R OB~ e 1den] , Eg may be broken upon
the wheelf of life, we mey be the poor victims of
all the tragic accidents of this world, wésmepede
biadwt-the-spray-upon the - restless waves of the ocesmw
but the things we aspire to do and to achieve, the
4
great motlve which Drompt' us and g& us,--m@ﬂfu

eternal as God is eternal. (P /... M//

The ! 'emPrial Day of 1920 has, to my nind an
added signiflcgnce. We are tbday recalling | not only
those who fought in the great war of secession and who

by blood °owed the ceed of & new reconc111ation and
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a greater anlpn in this beautiful land of ours but

we;are today 1n reverence and gratitude reealling
i

the men who fought in this last world har,lthe young

la%s of our land whom we knew and loved, and also
thair comrades in arms of other lands who fought
side by side with them. nes; young htoys, bﬁt for
thn;r 1ova1ty and devotion WQuld be with us now,
breatning the air of God's béautiful world. They are
degﬂ, asleep in the silent fields of mranco, far
frgm their native shores, bux deep in the bearts of

?
their countnymen. And a grdat nation toda

in a
sp rit of exalted pride, thgnys of them.

No nation can live Of is worthy to 1live whose
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When men give up the richAblood of their
lives, so that by their blood a rew covenant may

be written among . men, when young

men who are on the higheat point of teing

sbreanifig—+n-gladness- um..—--—---
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down their lives for the sake of idealfl, those who

nk snd
remain are ennob ed , guiet ife assumes an added
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among you."

And Abraham Mincoln warns{pig people against the
insidious, slow but Awure, invasigﬂf;f liberty. A people does
not lose its lipetty sudden1y°f§ people loses its liberty as
most men do whd lose their £Aye-sight--slowly, slowly. And
oftentimes A people is résponsible for its loss of liberty.
/He says: "If the safeguards of liberty are broken down, as is

A now attempted, when they have made things of free negroes,
how long, think you, before they begin to make things of
poor white menYy Be not deceived. The founder of the
Demooratic party declared that all men were created equal.
His successor in the office has written the word 'white'
before 'men,' making it read 'all white men are created equal.'
Pray will or may not the Ho-lothings, if they should get into
power, add the word 'Protestant,¥ making it read, 'All

Protestant white men are equal®'"

Think of the perspicaqzty 0f the man! Think of the

gift Z prophecy that was hig! éﬁﬁre are no ho-Hothing

parties in our day eekt.g—to gain power, &n&é!ﬁilllg‘f

write into the fundaxenual law of our land tba€¢211 native
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Protestant White men are created equal; that all others are

infé}polations aliens, iééﬁﬂ&ﬁﬂﬂ:ﬂj detg}qental to the welfare
of this land Mmumwm , to be isolate%m}

ghe deported. <We-—have—seme—so—thut Siage which
Hoa e :

heart—and—the—soul—vof—demdcracy, tforesaw. -
}need notrehearse theevents of the paat few years;
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? expresses himself s0 succintly and concisely on all matters,

é hag this to say on the matter of religious uniformity and

% religious qualification. Listen to this attentively. These@

are immortal words cpoken by him who framed the Declaration

f of Independence. "The legitimate powers of government extend

| to such acts only as are injurious to others. But it does mel

no injury for my neighbor to say there are twenty gods, or no;

| God. 1% meitier picks my pocket nor bresks my leg. Con-

straint may mske him worse by making him a hypocrite, but it

| will never make him a truer men. It mey fix him obstinately

in his errors, but will not cure them. It is error alone

| which needs the support of government. Truth can stend by

itself. Sub jeet opinion to coercion: whom will you make

your inquisitors? Fallible men; men governed by bad passions;

, by private as well as public reasons. And why subject it to

f coercion? To produce uniformity. But is uniformity of

' opinion desirable? No more than uniformity of face and

i stature. Introduce the bed of Procrustes then, &and as there E

' is danger thah the large men may beat the small, make us all
of & size, by lopping the former end stretching the latter.

| Difference of opinion is advantageous in religion. The severa}
| i

|
|
|
|

?secta perform the office of a censor morum over such other.

' Is uniformity attainable. Millions of innocent men, women

' and children, since the introduction of Christianity, have beer

burnt, tortured, finé& imprisoned; yet we have not advanced ong
' inch toward uniformity. What has been the effect of coercion?
To make one-half the world fools, and the other half hypocritep.

' To support roguery and error all over the earth.”
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