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llEMOBihL DAY ADDRESS BY RABBI ABBA H. 

SILVER, 

~CLEVELAND1 OlIIO, 

-----------------

1AY 30th, 

This day has been set aside as a loving tribute 

to the memory of those men who, in the days of great 

tribulation, ere not found wanting. The American 
ct.. 

people today lays._ wreath of affectionate tribute 
~ et --iilft-'l~--,...t~ &,t ~i, 

u .o .. n £te graves of t 
'? I 

eople 

honors-..re on this day the'J.ast survivors in the thinning 

ranks of tha t great host of the Grand Army of the 

Republic, talrt once heard the call of Father 
~ 

and 
/ 

I believe that it is a thing to pause 
.J I 

~aQr a,ily rush and bustle oi1'e and think, i f but 
I\ 

for · brief of time, of t hose who loved life so 
-

dearly that they sacrificed it in order to make life 

more beautiful. To think of the departed ones, and 

more especially of those who died heroically in a great 

struggle, is to find ourselve chastened and ennobled. 

e retQrn from the great borderland of memory, st••­

refined and elevated, and all the wlues of life . 

not 

SM I 
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greatness that the human being is capable of. and 

Z we are humbled before such ,wutlfes tatriona 

~ l'emorial Day , nw friends, com':lemoratea not 

only the deat hlessness of the her~, ne• ealy tJm • 

and perhaps nore espec i ally, the deathlessness of 

the ideals f or which these heroes 

died. <as- Memorial Day .il!ia• • remin~ us that 

ideals hich drive men to supreme effort and 

are endaring and eternal;c:h the great ideal of 

hwne.n freedom, for which t s of thousands of men 

in this great land died the great Civil War, 

t hat it was thwarted 

by laws and rulings, 

triumphed in spite 

and denied and held 

in spite of all th obstacles that life placed in 

the way of the u tililB.te triumph of the ideal, It 

passed through ~our dreadful years of fratricidal 

struggle~ hrt it emerged triumphant, for no reat 

ideal 

denied. 

ver or does ever remain permanently 

ha.mpions fie :I t e Garri s ons 
---;µ a. 

and the Lincolns, ma~ be ia ~ ~ Jile believers 

a ti~e be dis yed, but t he 

ideal, it be tr e, must ultimately rise from 

its grave to a new resurrection and a new transf igura­

tion., 

There is 
/.J" 

wonderful_ • 
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in tfWthought that the thin for which we live and 
&1. 9-1'V 

die,._ i:nmortal, in spite of frail mortality.• 

'liLil-W-M~~~~---4'f!e---!"<~n. e may be broken upon -
the wheell of life, we may be the poor victims of --
all the tragic accidents o~ this world, 

but the things we aspire to do and to achieve, the 

great motivfwhich promptl us and ••-,.us,-..... ~itat ie 

eternal as God is eternal. 

The rial Da~ of 1920 has, to my mind, n 

a ded signific nee. l e are today recalling not only 

t~ose who fou ht in the great; war of secession, nd who 

blood sowed the s eed of a hew reconciliation and 

a rester a.ni9rt in t his iful land of ours, but 

we are today in reverence an gratitude recalling 

th men who f~ught in t his 1st orld Var , the young 

lads of our land, whom we knaw and l oved, and also 

thgir comrade in arms of otlier lands who ~ought 

si~ by side ith them. hes$ young boys,b~t for 

their loyalty. and devotion,wOuld be with u~ now, 
• 

breat hing th~ air of God's b,autiful world · They are . 
deap., asleep in the silent f · elds of Franc 

' 
far . 

their ne.tive shores, btit tleep in the of 

th ir countitymen. And a r~at nation toda 
' 

in a 

of e* lted pride, of them. 
. 

o n~tion can live o is worthy to 1 ose 
. 

C are not ready to for it. Amer ca is 
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proud of the 

sake, 

life. 

mi ht 

gre.vee 

hands of 
. 

immolated 

deeds and thei 

heritage in 

in the full bloom of life, 

~ 
Phan men give up the rich blood of t heir 

" 
lives, so that by their blood a r. ew covenant may 

men who are on the highest point of being 

SJ.1.&Stttne or Ii~ nm 
t., t 

-t.tiro~1',e; with ....... great 
I 

ew a C t t g 11f:9&, lay 
4,4(... 

down their lives for the sake of ideall, those who 
ot~ ,. . a.L ~ Ji 

remain are ennobJ.ed,\J11t~1fe assumes an added 

dignity; 

0 l 
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among you. n 

And Ab:r 

insi ious , sl o· 

not lose 

mo~t en 

oftanti ea 

is people a ain t the 

of liberty. pe ple doos 

people lo~es ·ts liberty s 

e-sight--~10 ly, vlo 1ly. ' nd 

is r uponsible fer i to loss 0 liberty. 

He says: 'If the s•fegu rds of libert ere ro _on do n, ~ ·s 

no· atte pted, hen they h vo .. de th· gs ree ne oes, 

ho long, thin1~ ou, be ore t.1 oy beg in to dake t l ings of 

poo hite men. Be not deceived. o oundor oft e 

Demooratio party declare that 11 men .oro ore tad equ l. 

His auc essor int_ of ~ce hn~ 1ritton the 1ord' hite• 

efore •men , 1 making it re d 'all hite .. en nre crea ed equ 1. '· 

ray ,,111 or y not th 

po1or, add the 1ord 'Proto tant,• 

oteatant ~hi te en o.. e e ual '" 

s, • f vhoy should ·et into 

k"n it read, 'All 

T ·nk of the perspicacity of the man. hin of the 

glit of prophecy that as his! r.i • re re no To-llot in 
M ~ tw rt4 ~ j;:j.f(,.A ~t-,, _ _ ~ ~ ~ ~ 1 
p rties in our dayfa ee # to in po1- er, ~a::;S!f;lDIM@rto 

r to into the undamental ·1 o our land thaf'i11 n ti ve 
I' 

Protestant 1hite men are created equal; tl.. tall others a.re 

nt 1 to t ho elf re 

o this lnnd, to be isolato 
' ' 

~ti:.~: aportod. oh 

hes.it and tho soa.l ot demoor cy, • :ror • --
re; 

- -
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expre aes l · 11 el so aucc intly nd conci ely on all tter. 

haa this to s yon t e matter of religious unifor ity and 

reli ious qu lification . Listen to this attentively. T ese 

are immortal ords ·poken by im v o framed the Declaration 

of Independence./ "The legitimate po ere of overru ent exten~ 

to such acts only as are injurious to others. But it does me 

no injury for my neighbor to say there are twenty gods, or no 

God. It neither picks my pocket nor bre ks my leg. Con­

straint may make him orse by m king him a hypocrite, but it 

will never make him a truer man. It may fix him obstinately 

in his errors, but 111 not cure them. It is error lone 

which needs tbe support of govern~ent. Truth c n st nd by 

itself. Subject opinion to co rcion: horn i.· 111 you mnke 

y ur inquisitors? 1'1alli ble men; n overned by b d p ssions, 

by private as well a public re son. 

coercion'? To produce uniformity. 

nd 1hy ubj ct it to 

But is nifo ity of 

opinion desirable? o more than uniformi y off ce nd 

stature. Introduce the bed of Procrustes then, nd as there 

is dan er than the large men may beat the small, make us 11 

of a size, by lopping the for er end stretching the latter. 

Difference of opinion is advant geous in religion. The severa 

sects perform the office of a censor morum over such other. 

Is uniformity attainable. illions of innocent men, omen 

and children, since the introduction of Christianity, have bee 

burnt, tortured, fine~ imprisoned; yet we have not advanced on 
inch to rd uniformity. ·ni t has been the effect of coercion? 
Tom ke on -half the orld foola, and the other haff hypocrite . 
To support ro ery and error all over the earth.rt {-
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