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Palestine, Cleveland newspaper article, circa 1920s. 



NGZION 
Rabbi Silver Writes About 

Life That is Springing 
Up Jn Colony. 

(EDITOR'S NOTE: Rabbi A. H. 
Silver was asked lo draw a picture of 
colonization in Palestine. Cleveland', 
$150f)OO campaign, part of tht United 
Palestine Appeal drive /or $7,500,000, 
opened Sunday.) 

BY RAB BI ABBA HILLEL SILVER. 

F rom earliest times Pa.Jestine ha,i 
been the keystone in the arch o 
empire, the link connecting three 
continents, the highway of lnterna• 
tional traffic and the confluence of 
many cultures. 

The one Holy Land of humanity! 
It cradled two re l historic faiths 
and Js sacred ground to still a 
third. A marvelous breeding ground 
Jt has been of 'l'itan!c souls­
prophets and sages and dreamers 
of unforgetable dreams. The no­
blest literature of mankind was 
fashioned there. 

'llhrough the centuries the ea.st 
and the west met there and strug­
gled for mastery. The occident 
launched eiaht crusades to conquer 
It, but the ori en t never relin­
quished it. 

For centuries now Palestine has 
ftlumbered, together with the whole 
of the near east. Silence and dcuth 
descended upon It. The land that 
once flowed ,vlth milk and honey 
"·as barren and desolate. .But by 
one of those strange miracles of 
history it now a ga.ln Is s pringing 
In to life-an eager, vulsatlng-, joy. 
ous J!fe-and with it the whole o! 
the near eut !leems destined to re­
awaken. 

Destroyed politically 1,900 years 
ago, the people or Israel refused to 
die. Drlv n from its land and scat­
tered to the four corners of the 
earth, it never lost Its physical and 
spiritual ldentlty. Worn by wan­
dering and broken by perse ution It 
never surrendered Its invincible 
hope of nstoration, and now after 
passing through he tribulations 1,f 
the ,vorld War in which no p ('ople 
s u ffered more, Jsrn.e l astounds the 
world by Its amazing phy~ical and 
spiritual efforts to r <~habllitate lt­
sel! again as a pt'ople in its his­
toric home-Palestine. 

By thousands the~· are returning! 
From the lmpo'\•ei,-l~hed ghettos of 
Poland, from the pogrom ridden 
iands of eastern Europe, they come. 
artisans from Lithuania, farmers 
from the Ukraine, m erchants from 
Roumania, students from the uni­
versities of Vienna and Berlin, a 
motley host of men and women 
either driven by economic and poli· 
tlcal necessity or drawn by a p:lo­
rlou vision of the New Zion. Ver· 
11:r, the Second R est.ora lion has be­
gun . 

Ret urn n to Oltl Honi~. 
They return as men rPturn to 

their old homes-after a long ab­
sence, They do not c-ome as Euro­
peans come to orlen tal lands on 
bueln ss bent, to eXJJlolt t hem. 
Th y come to rebuild Palestine-to 
make it their home and the home of 
the ir children even a it was the 
home of th eir sires. 

And what a miracl of transfor ­
mallon they are achieving there, 
and' how swiftly! Ne\\' roads ev ry­
where, new town:;, new coloni es, 
n e'\\· induRtrln, new iwhools. Ev• 
e rywh ere e11tl:'rurise and pl'ogres -

ver:rwh\re th Yi · Ible effects of the 
f'Ci ntiflc methods of th wcs ap­
ph('d by men ·who love llnd under­
stand the ea.st. 

Palestine, Rt the hands of the11e 
ea.g r pione r ·, is !nde d b coming 
a land of promise. The soil ls being 
Irrigated and uclalmed. A rlcul­
tural settlements wh rein men :-e 
_eeklng to Or"an!~e life upon th<i 
ba i. f the prophetic principles or 
absolute economic and social justice 
are being evt•rywhere t::-tabllshed. 
A r emarkabl1;1 health program-per• 
hapB the finest in the ea t-ls be­
Ing carrl d through. Ho pitals and 
clinic which .er\'t.! the enti r e popu­
lation lrrespectl\'e of race or creed 
are being erected. .\. modc.rn educa ­
tional system now covers the land. 

And within the last two years the 
Hebr w unlver. tty, with Albert Eln• 
stein ns one of it goyernor , has 
been founded. 

Revive He rew oe h, 
The H brew language ha. been 

r e\'lved. Hn a aln a miracle! A 
lan uage which for ctinturie bas 
been forgotten, at lea t a far as 
the . 1,oken word i concerned, \1 
110w the language or trade and com• 
merce, f the . chool and the street, 
a.nd of a. rich and vigorous lit ratu1·e. 

'l'he words of l l!aiah come back: 
"For Zion's sak will I not 

hold my peace a.nd for Jerusa• 
lem' sake I will not rest, until 
her triumph o forth a bright­
n se and h r al\·ation as a. 
torch that burn th." 

"And the natior,s :,hall see thy 
triumph and all kings thy glory; 

nd thou halt be called by a 
ame which the mouth o'-




