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Dear Sir 

leptemb,w 29,1925 

The enclosed article "The Age of Brass", by Mr.Elliot E.Cohen, 
is to appear in a forthcoming issue of The Menorah Journal. The 
Seven Arts Feature Syndicate received a copy of this article in ad
vance of publication and was so impressed with its great import for 
Jmerican Jewry, that we have decided to conduct a symposium on the 
questions raised by it. The leading rabbis and laymen nave been 
invited to contribute to this sYiPosium, which is to appear in pro
minent English-Jewish publications throughout the United States. 

The thesis of "The jge of Brass" is that American Jewry• des
pi te its charities, its new temple•, its countless organizations. 
is unsound at its roots, built on sbam, pretense , and oratoey. 
110ur ceaseless round of Jewish activities", 88¥8 Kr.Cohen, 11 is but 
an impressive glitter beneather which there shows everJWhere the 
disquieting glint of a baser and more unendurin& metal". o more 
bitter expression ot dissatisfaction with present-dq Jewishness 
in America baa been uttered than Kr.Cohen's, "Our VBUDte6 culture 
ia thin gold plate on an indubitable foundation of braaan. 

The writer painta a dark present indeed of Jmerioa.n Jewry; 
do 7011 think his strictures justified? Ia .American Jewiah cul-
ture as unsound ae he declares? Is the intellectual basis of 
.American Jorry as flimsy and pretentious as he alleges? Can you 
point to definite cultural achievements or the creative a.ccom
plisbments of specific Jewish institutions to refute Kr.Cohen's low 
v~luation of the present state of Jewish spiritual effort in J.me
rica? Do the constructive proposals which Mr.Cohen makes seem 
potentially effective to you? If not, wba.t measures do you pro
pose? 

~ we invite you, as one interested in J.merican Jewry, to 
express 7aur opinion of this vital subJect, which we 0tq quote 
in our symposium? 

Sincerel7 7oura, 

S.lTeu,.rk 
IIVD .ABTS ,. 
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VOLUME XI OCTOBER, 1925 NUMBER 5 

The Age of Brass 
BY ELLIOT E. COHEN 

PERHAPS it is no more than a pleasant fancy that names an era 
of man's history after some inorganic substance; that pretends 
that some metal, for instance, permeates an age, like a beneficent 

spirit or an evil genius, and lends to it in the end its proper title. But 
it is a custom that divers generations of men have found good: poets 
have delighted to honor a loved epoch as the Silver AgP. or the Golden 
Age; anthropologists even, those most anti-poetic of all scientists, have 
been heard to speak of the Stone Age and the Age of Bronze. Perhaps 
one may be pardoned then, who, entangled in that puzzling complex we 
call modern Jewry, appeals to this usage, sanctioned both by the intuition 
of poets and the caution of scientific men. If we consider American Jewry, 
which among the symbolical elements will serve for a substantial image 
of our age? 

How if we call our times the Stone Age? For to the traveler about 
the United States, nothing is plainer than that the stone that the builder 
rejected and that became the chief cornerstone, cherishes an excessive fond
ness for cornerstones. Tremendous new stone temples-some resembling 
public libraries, some mausoleums-stun the eye in two score American 
cities. It is a poor town indeed that cannot boa t a shining new Jewish 
"community house," resplendent in marble or granite, erected to the glor 
of God, and fitted out for the sacred rites of basket-ball, hand-ball, 
lnlliards and dancing, housing an auditorium fully equipped for the pro
duction of "Charley's Aunt" and, even, of "The Red l\iill." Everywhere 
the white fa~ades of Y. l\i. H. A.'s invite the reluctant Jewish youth, and 
from coast to coast new club buildings ari e, to decorate the pages of the 
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American-Jewish weeklies, and to inspire their editors with optimistic edi
torials on the present state of Israel. On these rocks Israel builds his 
Church; what shall prevail against them? 

Or is it fairer to say we live in an Age of Gold? Certainly never 
have Jews poured out greater heaps of the shining metal; by its mellow 
light Palestine blooms again, and darkest Russia and Poland are made 
less dark. And all of Israel's new magnificent edifices, though stone built 
them, were raised by this yellow wand. At its touch, its magic still un
plumbed, temples, hospitals, homes for the orphaned and the aged, th1:: 
lame, the halt, and the blind, seminaries, yeshivahs, spring daily from the 
ground. But the golden cornucopia of Israel has gifts for all ; from its 
depths tumble schools for Negroes ( courtesy l\iir. Rosenwald); buildings 
for Harvard ( courtesy Mr. Lehman), for Columbia ( courtesy Messrs. 
Schiff and Lewisohn), for Northwestern University (courtesy Mrs. 
Mayer) ; milk for babies ( courtesy Mr. Straus) ; ten per cent of the Har
vard endowment fund ( courtesy Messrs. Sachs, Lehman, Kirstein et al.) ; 
prizes for peace plans for England, France, Italy, etc. ( courtesy :Mr. 
Filene); prizes for the study of Confederate history ( courtesy l\ir. Ba
ruch); band concerts in New York City (courtesy l\fr. and Mrs. Guggen
heim); summer symphony concerts in New York City (courtesy Mr. 
Lewisohn) ; fellowships at Harvard to fo ter better relations between 
capital and labor (courtesy family of Jacob \Vertheim); felJowships at 
Yale to study building ( courtesy Mr. Horowitz) ; fellowships to study 
anything from astronomy to zoology in Europe ( courtesy the Guggen
heims); a school of reronautics (courtesy l\ir. Daniel Guggenheim); a 
Dictionary of American Biography ( courtesy Mr. Ochs); fellowships to 
study meat packing at Chicago University ( courtesy l\fr. Lowenstein); 
fellowships to study the relation between profiteering and war ( courtes r 

Mr. Baruch); an art mu um for Newark ( courte y ~Ir. Bamberger); an 
aquarium for San Francisco (courtesy ~fr. Steinhart); ditto for New 
Orleans ( courtesy Mr. Odenheimer) ; and many other bounties too numer
ous to recall. Surely this is our Age of Gold; for with its help hath not 
Israel wrought wonders? 

But there are ponderous voices that seem to hold for that sullen 
metal, iron; that model for the world's admiration a grim Israel, clothed 
in warlike armor, with mailed fist. In legislative ante-chambers every
where in the Western world have Israel's leaders- and their echoes, the 
politicians-been heard reciting their statistical tales of the prowess of 
Israel: how many rifles he carried, how many guns he manned, how many 
tr<1nches he dug with iron spades. Listening, one learned that the high
est claim of the Jews to the kindly consideration of their respective father
lands was that they had, even in excess of the most optimistic expectations, 
slain more than their sharr of the thou ands and tens of thousands who 
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died to save the world. They gained, as was to be expl!ctcd, precious 
little reward; it is at best a dubious psychology that encourages minori
ties bent on political seJf-improvemcnt to exhibit too great a martial 
prowess, witness the fate of the Negro in the United States after the 
World War. But they at least established the fact that the evolution 
of the Jew from Gaon to gun-man is nearly achieved, and made it almost 
impossible to deny to an age, in which more Jews plunged bayonets into 
the hearts of their fellow Jews than in all the rest of history together, 
the title of the Age of Iron. 

II 

NEVERTHELESS this epoch in American-Jewish life will most likely 
be remembered as par excellence the Age of Brass. For there is a 

restlessness, a confusion, an inner sense of instability about our communal 
existence that augurs a fundamental unsoundness at its roots; our cease
less round of Jewish activities is but an impressive glitter beneath which 
there shows everywhere the disquieting glint of a baser and more unen
during metal; our vaunted culture is thin gold plate on an indubitable 
foundation of brass. Our martial exploits rise from no irresistible inward 
compulsion, our giving, except for certain honorable enterprises, is not 
motivated by any sound and methodical theory of Jewish weal, our build
ings in stone rest on no deep and abiding Jewish values. 

We are a people who desire intensely to live, but can find no rationale 
for their continued existence; who are eager to sail a straight course to 
their destiny, but have forgotten their ancient wisdom of the sea; we are 
a people who have come a long way and are at last lost. Like those un
fortunates in asylums our hands are ever busy, because our heads are 
sick. Our leaders are confused in council; extravagant in action. They 
shout the old watchwords and ride off wildly in all directions; the people, 
loyal as of old, follow as best they can. What wonder is it that the flocks 
are scattered, when the shepherds have no philosophy? 

Lacking wisdom, our leaders take refuge in speech. Good W atsonian 
behaviorists, they discover the springs of thought in the voice box. In 
synagogs and lodge-rooms, in clubs and legislative halls, in conventions, 
conferences and congresses, the modern chieftains of that ancient tribe, 
the Jews, arise and are delivered of many words: the shamans of the Exile 
dispense their windy magic. A simple magic, easy to recognize and easy 
to expose; for the formula of the diasporations is everywhere the same: a 
modicum of fact to interminable gallons of pompous fantasy. 

It is this clatter of talk, this rumble of words that gives the hall
mark to our age, that lends it its tone--and title. It is the Age o( 

Brass. By an Age of Brass we mean simply an age that substitute• 
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rhetoric for knowledge, bold assertions for learning, vainglorious pre
tensions for soundly-based convictions, bluster for strength, and bragga
docio for an inwardly felt security; an era that strives to conceal in "high 
astounding" terms a low intellectual pressure and a weak moral 
stamina . 

But an inspection of actual specimens is worth reams of description. 
So we have provided some exhibits which, after some brief introductory 
remarks, we shall invite interested spectators to view. 

Introductory note: The collection below is culled indiscriminately 
from rabbis ( orthodox, conservative, and reform), lodge-orators, poli
ticians, editors and publishers- gentlemen of the most ,·aried occupations, 
but, as will appear, of identical profession. We have not labeled the 
specimens with the names of their authors, since we are more interested 
in having the spectator learn to identify the species than. in bothering them 
with the places where the individual specimens were captured. The knowl
edge of their origins would only serve to obscure with extraneous personal 
considerations the identity of their nature. Besides, in a real sense, these 
specimens do not belong to individuals, but to the age. They bear no 
distinctive brands: almost any quotation given below might have come 
just as e:asily from the mouth of any individual quoted as from its real 
author; and probably on another day did. For, however diverse in senti
ment and origin, they are of one substance, animated by the same spirit, 
inspired by the same Unholy Ghost. 

But to the exhibits: 

"Our dispersion throughout the world is a dispensation from 
Providence to teac11 men the belief in an eternal everlasting God, 
through whose help we shall lowly bring to mankind the needed 
truths of social salvation and international good-will." 

"\Ve Jews are still on the road of our destiny bringing a boon 
to mankind- the boon of tolerance." 

"Our people are a great intellectual nation.'' 
"Judaism and Liberalism are twins.'' 
"Like Abraham we Jews were driven out into the wilderness of 

men to teach and to inculcate into the hearts of the peoples of the 
earth the dreams of our prophets and poets." 

"We, the people of Israel, are the incarnation of humanity's 
spiritual advance." 

"The continued preservation of the Jews either as a race or as 
a religious community is unquestionably a benefit to humanity." 

"Not a single great law has been added to those in our Bible by 
anyone which would tend to make humanity better, nobler or more 
perfect." 

"Judaism in its doctrines and duties is eminently humane, uni
versal, liberal and progressive, is in perfect harmony with modern 
science, criticism and philosophy and in full sympathy with universal 
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liberty, equality, justice and charity. It is and has been and should 
continue to be the religious teacher of all generations." 

"Israel has been chosen to wage war and to bring peace, to teach 
obedience to law and to lead in the fight against iniquitous legis
lation." 

"In the final analysis, American civilization is Jewish civiliza
tion, given to mankind by the Jew, the greatest gift ever bestowed 
upon humanity." 

"For thirty centuries and amidst all transformation, the Jewish 
people has been possessed by the unchangeable feeling that Israel 
is the unique instrument in the world for the realization of its ideal 
of one God, Who is purely spiritual and cannot be imaged, nor in
carnated nor exhausted by anything in nature, or any concrete per
sonality or event in history-for the realization of that Law of life, 
which He gave as a direction for all men, and for the realization of 
the Hope of the eventual union of the human race and of the triumph 
of God's kingdom on earth, when 'all would come to serve Him and 
praise the Name of His glory.' " 

"The Jews have been dispersed through the world to witness 
everywhere to the truth of monotheism." 

"The modern mission of the Jew is to assume the moral leader
ship of the world." 

"I do not care in what direction you look out upon the world 
today Jews are the outstanding leaders. Yes, even in agriculture. 

. The Jews wherever they are farmers are the finest kind of 
farmers . It is the same in dairying and cattle breeding
the finest cattle in the world are owned by J ws. . The 
Jew is a hard worker. I doubt whether there is a harder worker 
in the world than the Jew. . . The greatest builders in the 
world happen to be Jews. Most of the great diagnosticians, special
ists and surgeons are Jews. The greatest publisher of the greatest 
newspaper in the world is a Jew. Jewry is something to cause you 
to hold your head erect and be proud of." 

"There is one thing that permeates the Jewish people as a whole, 
as an entity; it is its mentality, its intellectuality, its depth of under
standing." 

"Israel's suffering is ordained that the Jew may vicariously bear 
the world's sins, as a preparation for the glorious sequel when the 
Jewish light shall go out to the ends of the world." 

"We are the founders of religion." 
"The Jews exist to safeguard monotheism for the world.'' 
"The Jews are the born moral teacl1ers of the white race." 

Behold in these the Voice of our Age; once heard its quality remains 
ever recognizable; its tone and timbre, who can fail to identify? The 
bass horn, orotund and hollow, the scream of the trumpet, the imposing 
bray of the trombone, the ear-piercing blasts of the cornet, the whole 
diapason of the brass is gathered here. In that national orchestra, to 
which advocates of cultural pluralism are so fond of referring, is there 
any doubt now what section the Jew will supply? 
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It is a loud and by no means uncheerful din we Jews make, a powerful 
noise that augurs, i{ nothing else, strong lungs and a certain earnestness. 
But because the brass band plays loudly, let us not be trapped into prema
ture merrymaking. For they are deceptive, these bluff and robust notes. 
A brass band may herald a celebration- or precede a hearse. 

III 

BUT perhaps in criticizing oratory for lacking wisdom we are unneces• 
sarily captious--like that foolish peasant who belabored his donkey 

because he would not lay eggs. There is a certain injustice in demand
ing what is simply not in the nature of the beast. Speeches and sermons 
are born of the air, and destined to vanish with the breath that gave them 
birth. l\fercilessly to impale these butterflies on the page and to ordc1 
them peremptorily to stand and deliver is something of an imposition. 

But we have a right to demand more of books. They are of good 
white paper all compact and bound between honest cloth; there is a 
solidity about them we feel must have needed time to gestate and sharp 
mental travail to deliver. Books are honorable things and we expect to 
be dealt with honorably by them. 

Let us release then those voices that are imprisoned between the 
covers of our books; those nobler voices that shun the elevation of the 
pulpit and the white light of the rostrum and prefer to speak from the 
quiet fastnesses of the study. There we hall find what we did not find 
among our orators: thought, learning, wisdom, detachment, tolerance, the 
cultivated accents of civilized voices. 

But where shall we look for them? For the amazing fact is that 
Jewish books in English are incredibly few. It is unbelievable, for in
stance, until one tests it himself, how pitifully small the number of vol
umes the entire Reform movement in America has to its credit. This is 
the group in American Jewry which not only has been the most powerful 
and, on their own admission, the most cultured, but has had English the 
longest. Other groups have, of course, contributed even less. It is cer
tainly not without significance that Jewry has chosen to speak through 
that irresponsible and impermanent instrument, the tongue; and has been 
impotent in the use of the more fruitful, more enduring and more difficult 
pen. 

But in this business of books, beggars cannot be choosers; on this 
desert island let us not sigh for ilver spoons. (Anthologists contemplat
ing a "Five Foot Shelf" of Jewish books are warned to wait until there 
are more than the present four feet to pick from.> Let us make shift 
to use what we can find. And this is what we find: 
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In kindliness the Jews stand unrivalled. . No demos 
in the world is so saturated with idealism and domestic virtue. . . . 

The Jew is not content to record the crimes of Christendom. 
He is out for victory. He will verify tl1e legend of the Conquering 
Jew. With the sword of the spirit he will extirpate the heathen. 
He will overrun the planet. Ile will bring about the Holy League 
of Nations, a Millenium of Peace . (Israel Zangwill in 
The Poice of Jerusalem.) 

[Roth] takes his place in that remarkable band of Jewish 
writers who have arisen-whether in France, in America, in Eng
land, or in Germany- to he the world's conscience. (Israel 
Zangwill in Preface to Now and Forever by Samuel Roth.) 

A strange man he has been, and a strange man he remains
and a stranger story than his life no man has recounted 
On they have plunged, the strangest, the wildest, the most fantastic 
career ever attained by a people . Behind [ these new ram
parts] Jews are making ready to go on with their work, their historic 
work of Godly mischief (Lewis Browne in Stranger Than 
Fiction.) 

\Ve fight and suffer and die, even as we labor and create, not 
in sport and not under the rules of sport, but in the feeling and 
belief that we are part of an eternal process. . . . Morality it
self we take simply and seriously: we have none of your arbitrary 
regulations, your tine flourishes and disciplined gallantries: we only 
know right or wrong: all the rest seems to us childi h irrelevance. 
. . . We belong to the One mastering God : you belong to the 
republic of playful gods * 

I might say, of ourselves: "\Ve and God grew up together" 
. We Jews are incapable of polytheism. There is no Jew 

who does not believe in God America and England put to
gether, with their almost two hundred millions, have not played that 
role in world iconoclasm which a handful of Jews have played . . . 

For when he brings into your world his passionately earnest, 
sinisterly earnest righteousness, and, speaking in your languages 
and through your institutions, scatters distrust of yourselves through 
the most sensitive of you [ the Gentile], he is working against your 
spirit. You Gentiles do not seek or need or understand social justice 
as an ultimate ideal. This is not your nature. 

We Jews, we, the destroyers, will remain the destroyers for 
ever. Nothing that you will do will meet our needs and demands. We 
will for ever destroy because we need a world of our own, a God
world, which it is not in your nature to build. (Maurice 
Samuel in You Gentile.r.) 

The Jew's contribution to the world's literature ranks above 
everything that the mind of man has conceived. . . . (Elias 
Gewurz in Beautiful Thoughts of Ancient Israel.) 

* Dut see Monotheism, among Primitive Peoples by Paul Radin, reviewed by Ed
ward Sapir oo p. 524 of this issue of TuE MY.SOR.AH JoeaNAL. 
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Zangwill-Why do they envy us? And of what are they jeal
ous? 

Roth-They envy our intellectual leadership of Europe, whose 
thought is Jew-born and Jew-bred. Europe not only thinks in Jew
ish terms, but all her enterprises are motivated by the personalities 
of Jews. Socialism and Christianity are abiding, irritating 
symbols of Europe's mental enslavement to Israel. . They 
know that we are racially purer than they are. They know that we 
are better patriots than they are. It is their intellectual slavery 
which rankles in them, and once this is understood we can afford to 
ignore them completely. 

Zangwill-Suppose I grant you our intellectual leadership-I 
do not think it possible to deny it. 

Roth-We are the commercializers and the enlighteners of the 
world. We carried the torch of enlightenment from the East into 
Europe. Some day we will carry it from Europe into the East. 
(Samuel Roth in Now and Forever.) 

The peculiar task is laid on the Jew to teach these universal 
principles of human conduct whereby men may live together in peace 
and enjoy the fruits of their labor. Thrilled by visions of his mis
sion, the Jew finds in American democracy the medium whereby he 
lends himself to his humanity. Humanity and Judaism are synony
mous. . 

Spending himself in behalf of democracy wherein his Jewish 
brethren have now cast their lot, they bear witness to the visions of 
their ancestors of the spirit who first proclaimed liberty throughout 
the land. Thus their historical mission is, in a measure, functioning. 
Their exalted hopes for the eventual triumph of justice and the dig
nity of man are the brightnesses of that illumination the Jew has been 
assigned to kindle in the world. He, more than any other national 
group, is the living expression of ethical monotheism, and ethical 
monotheism corresponds to democracy. . . . 

For in a large and literal sense Judaism is not merely a religion. 
It is a cause: the cause that works for righteousness. The Jewish 
people incarnate conscience. Israel is the heart of God. (Joseph 
Leiser in American J udaiam.) 

The morality and high standard of life of the Jew is one of 
the wonders of the ages. . The Jew has been the religious 
Jeader of the civilized nations of the world. . . The over
whelming majority of cont mporary humanity . . hold re
ligiou and moral view ba ed on tho nunciated by the seers and 
sages of Israel. . C. \Veizmann discovered the preparation 
of chlor01,aphthace1ie quinone from hydroxynaphthoylbeftzoic acid. 
(Various writers in The Real .Tew.) 

Freedom of thought and freedom of speech appear to have been 
precious possessions of the Jewish people from the oldest times 

It has been admitted by even the worst enemies of the Jews 
that the Jewish standard of citi1:enship is high. Jews wel-
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come every cause that protects animals. . . I asked myself 
whether the Jews may be regarded as a musical people. It seemed 
to me that there was only one answer to that question: that undoubt
edly they are. . . . 

But why the prejudice? A moment's thought will furnish the 
answer. A people with so ancient a record as the Jews possess 
must have made enemies, especially as they were the great "Prot
estants" of history. They protested against cruelty and injustice, 
the two curses which have afflicted mankind from the earliest times 
to our own. They did not follow the multitude to do evil. They were 
firm as a rock in supporting their principles, so much so that peoples 
who believed in brute force, and to whom therefore spiritual strength 
was a puzzle beyond solving, took refuge in superstition. . 
In any event, it is a poor return one gets by being indifferent. Not ap
preciation, but kicks is the reward of the man who is in advance of 
his age. He is not loaded with honors; he is dragged to the stake. It 
is the same with a people. The Jews stood for love in a world whose 
conduct was actuated by hate. The Jew was therefore despised and 
rejected of men, a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief. . . . 
One authority has already written the doom of German Jewry, 
which, what with small families and exter-marriages ( for the most 
part sterile), is decre:ising in point of numbers to an alarming ex-
tent. If we are God's witnesses, should we tamely see ourselves 
shrinking away into nothing. And if we are not God's witnesses, 
what are we? (Benammi in E11ays on Jewi,h Life and Thought.) 

433 

Alas, there emerges from our books the familiar, ominous tone, the 
same blatant, self-praising, vainglorious voice proclaiming from the 
house-tops the glories of Israel. If we seek a nobler voice of Israel in our 
books we seek, for the most part, in vain. By a strange metamorphosis 
David has given up his harp and his sweet song and, emulating Goliath, 
strides up and down before the tents of the Philistines loudly vaunting 
his might. 

IV 

THERE are two facts immediately apparent about this modern voice 
of Israel. It is new-and it is false. A Jew raised in the direct 

line of Jewish tradition, trained in the old Jewish discipline, will be puz
zled to know what to make of this curious and un-Jewish "religion" of 
the American Jew. He views with consternation this constant posturing, 
this continual playing to the Gentile gallery, this N arcissisitic strutting 
before the mirror of his self-esteem. The Jews of his time, he says, were 
too busy studying their old books to cry their worth in the market place, 
too confident of the potent wisdom of their faith to need the reassurance 
o! the stranger's approval. For centuries they had drunk from the 
,raters of these ancient springs and found them good; to boast of them, 



t-34 THE MENORAH JOURNAL 

they would have thought an impertinence; to solicit testimonials from the 
9oy to their virtue, they would never have thought of at all. 

And that the voice is false who can doubt? The claim of Israel to 
a prima donna role among the nations is totally presumptuous and is, 
as a matter of fact, ignored by the world. To a mind with the least 
regard fo1· truth it is obvious that Israel is not the primal moral force 
to which all the peoples look for guidance, the spring of all modern phil
osophy, science and letters, the intellectual aristocrat in a heathen world, 
the exclusive repository of the spiritual resources of mankind. There 
n.re only the slimmest eviden_ces of fact to support these hifalutin pre
tenses. To maintain these notions is to be guilty of the most preposter
ous nonsense; to believe them is to cherish the most palpable delusions. 

But nothing is clearer than that these beliefs are the Shekinah of 
American Jewry. They inspire the most fanatic belief; they are recited 
day in and day out with the most fervent earnestness. And woe betide 
the rash wretch who intrudes upon the devotees with scepticism! There 
will descend upon him the ultimate vials of a great wrath; and vilifica
tion and vituperation beyond measure. To this heresy American Jewry 
llfill give no quarter. 

With these stigmata as sign-posts it does not require a deep psychol
ogy to recognize that we have here a plain case of mental abnormality: 
a mind dominated by beliefs plainly contrary to fact, and defending them 
with the utmost emotional violence. 

But it is more important to discover the source of a delusion than 
to expatiate on its in·ationality. For at the bottom of every delusion 
there is a deep mental conflict; the delusion is a makeshift attempt to 
solve the difficulty. A pauper, brooding over his rags, comforts himself 
with dreams of untold wealth and in the end comes to believe them real; 
haunted by his helplessness he has buttressed his insufficiency by grandiose 
phantasies. A nation, likewise, bankrupt of its possessions and having 
lost its voice in the councils of the world, may in its desperation clutch 
at imaginary grandeurs and become-in its own mind-the Hammer of 
the Heathen, the Thunderer ! 

This is the case with Israel. Anxious to preserve his identity, he 
finds himself suddenly poor in all those possessions which maintain an in
rlividual pride and justify its perpetuation. For the undeniable improve
ment in the economic well-being and political status of the individual Jew 
i:i America cannot obscure his inner consciousness of his fundamental in
tellectual barrenness and spiritual poverty as a people. . He has 
been so busy in his new found civil liberty and equality of opportunity 
that his tradition and culture have slipped-and been thrown-away 
almost unnoticed. He feels himself continually confronted by the insistent 
question of the Gentile. "To guard what sacred treasure do you keep 
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yourself separated from us?" He fears this question because he knows 
he cannot answer it. 

So, like a trusted servant who has mislaid his master's jewels, he casts 
about for a means to save his reputation, both in his own eyes and the 
eye■ of the world. In Israel's case, he has been so badly stampeded by 
fear and ill-advised counsel, that he has not stopped to search, but fled 
incontinently to the ignoble refuge of bluster and lies, and by a compen
aa tory phantasy has in the end comforted himself with the delusion that 
he i1 the paragon of servants, wrongfully accused. 

In his need Israel, like Echo, has fled into a voice, a voice whose ac
cents the reader has learned to recognize. A loud voice. A voice of vio
lence calculated to simulate strength. And it is astonishing how many 
astute critics have been misled by its sheer intensity to hail what was a 
voice, and nothing else, as the soul of a re-born proud Israel, speaking 
from his new-found strength; and have found in its aggressiveness, its 
pugnacity and its recklessness augurs of a new dawn. The truth is that 
these men were so sick of the coaxing, the pleading, the wheedling note of 
the Jewi8h voice of an earlier decade that they would have hailed any 
voice not pitched in that accustomed whine. Their congratulations were 
premature; the new voice speaks from the same Jewish impotence; its ac
cents are novel, but its motivation is the same. There was an illumi
nating climactic sentence in a speech of :Mr. Maurice Samuel at the last 
Zionist convention in Washington. "There is one thing we Zionists suffer 
from that I want to see smashed!" l\lr. Samuel shouted amid great ap
plause, "and that is an inferiority complex." It is a curious obtusenesa 
of Mr. Samuel which prevents him from seeing that the melodramatic de
fiances of his speeches and his bumptious book are, by a trite psychologi
cal mechanism, alike products of that same inferiority complex he scorns. 
Alas, to the practised ear the new preans of Israel's triumph are revealed 
as but brave whistlings past graveyards. 

Israel has elected to save himself in loud words; in his choice of es
cape he is to some extent the victim of the age. It was an ill chance that 
directed Israel in his extremity into a decade and a land where Adver
tising is god; where the faith in the Word-as contrasted with the truth
is unbounded. Whatever budding delusions Israel nurtured could not 
help being abetted by that amended Emersonian philosophy which teaches 
that, though a man make the most indifferent of mouse-traps, let him 
1hout loudly enough, the world will make a beaten path tn his door. Sup
pose your case is the worse; can it not be made the better? Have faith 
in publicity! So when the problem came of selling American Judaism, 
Jews had not learned-and improved-American merchandizing methods• 

• Some examples of the influence of the American commercial spirit on Judaism 
in the United States may be found in "Notes for a Modern History of the Jews, .. 
p. ~ of this issue of Tnz Muwuu JouaNAL. 
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for nothing. They sold it! The trick was to work out the prop r for
mulr. They found them. 

Many and various were the formulations that Israel's apology for 
exi1tence received in the mouths of American Jewry's theologians and 
politicians. Some of thC'm have been quoted above. For the arrogance 
of the phrasing does not conceal that their inner intent is apologctical. 
Most brags have a snivel at their core; a strong man imply does not 
find it necessary to bluster. 

The most common are the variations of the so-called "ideal of the Jew
ish mission,"• the notion that the purpose of Israel's dispersion through 
the world was to bring the nations spiritual enlightenment, or peace, 
01· tolerance, or morality, or civilization, or what not. The patent ab
Jurdity of a nation, whose own larder is by no means overstocked with 
any of these commodities, contracting to feed the world has gradually 
become apparent; an increasing number of writers are frank in their criti
cism of this "ideal." But so all-persuasive is the urge for self-justification 
that we find most of them substituting equally untenable Jewish preten-
1ions; J\Ir. Roth, for instance, does not believe in the "Jewish mission," but 
he does believe that the ,vestern world is in intellectual vassalage to Jew
ish brains. 

It is a significant fact that the belief in a Jewish mission is clung 
to most tenaciously by the completely Americanized Jew; the conviction 
of the truth of that sublime doctrine is nearly always inversely proportion
al to the knowledge of Jewish religion and Jewish culture. Having no inner 
atrength, the need for a compensatory mechanism is correspondingly 
great. It is precisely because he has no faith in the Deliverer that the 
American Jew has hastened to proclaim himself Messiah, and, announcing 

• Despite certain superficial resemblances to an ancient Jewish belief the "J ewi h 
mission Ideal" of today is distinctly a modern invention. In essence and in implication 
it is worlds away from the traditional doctrine of the "chosen people," from which 
it is said to derive. The old belief, for one thing, did not place the whole emphasis 
on the Jewish indispensability to the Gentile salvation; nor was Jewish superiority 
vistLalized in terms of lip service to an ahstract dogma, but as a proffered guerdon 
to be earned by sacrifice and the practice of those specific moral duties that, according 
to ,Jewish tradition, constitute the good life. The latter is the crucial point; the tra
ditional Jew had to validate his distinction in his personal daily life. To the present
day .Jew the mere helief in the ideal is apparently sufficient. ln fact, any effort to 
brin1t the "Jewish mission ideal" practically to bear in those fields to which it is sup
posedly dedicated meets with the most violent opposition. "The Jewish mission is to 
bring peace to the world"; but it is with the greatest difficulty that the American 
rabbinate un bring itself to endorse peace measures many degrees milder than most 
of the Protestant churches champion. "The Jewish mission is to make the spirit of 
the prophets prevail in our society"; but-I quote from the Jewish Daily Bulletin
"At the annual convention of the Union of Hebrew Congregations in St. Louis, Rabbi 
Goldenson moved to incorporate in the constitution the following paragraph: 'To pro
mote social righteousness and international peace and to cooperate with other agencies 
to carry out those ideas.' Rabbi Schulman contended that it would he inadvi ahle 
to present such a program, because it was too concrete . . . The motion of Rabbi 
Goldenson was defeated by a large majority. . . ." Apparently the only heresy 
more heinous than to deny the Jewish mission is to attempt to practise it. 
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that he holds the salvation of all nations in his hand, has ru hed off to 
shout his millenial news on all the highways of the world. 

By the e antics three thing arc accompli hed: the Gentile is not 
persuaded, the faith of Israel is not strengthened and I rael, sick, is 
drugged into a false en c of well-being, and made increa ingly loath
and unable-to adopt tho e sounder therapeutic measures needful to 
his health. 

V 

w ITH so much purious intellectual coin in circulation it is not sur-
prising that the currency of American Judaism is under suspicion. 

If this were all, however, the matter would not be impossible of remedy; 
counterfeiters can alway be expo ed. But worse is the fact that there 
seems to be a systematic attempt to cast hone t money under suspicion 
and establi h the counterfeit as legal tender. To pass brass for gold is 
a bad busine, ; but barefacedly to maintain that brass is the more precious 
metal i fatal. Less figuratively, there seems to be a wide pread impul e 
in American Jewry to defend unfounded assertion by belittling the validity 
of fact, to support the current spurious ideology by a syst matic attack 
on fundamental intell ctual values. The mood is one in which the as
certaining of truth by approved methods of scholar hip and science is 
scorned; a modern my tici m of sophistry is sub titutcd, in which we are 
to believe, bccau c it is absurd. To bolster its primary delusion Israel 
has erected a UJ porting ccondary delusion. 

For these reasons l\1r. Lewis Browne's short history of the Jews, 
Stranger than Fiction, unwholesome and theatrical as it is in temper, 
is not nearly as dang rous as are some other recent volume . For the 
slightest modicum of that analytical chemistry, scholar hip, will enable 
anyone to detect the true nature of l\Ir. Browne's metal; his effort to 
simulate a scholar hip which he does not possess has at least the merit 
of paying an implied homage to the value of learning. l\Ir. Leiser's, l\lr. 
Samuel's and l\Ir. Hoth s sin lie deeper; they choose to di rc(J'ard scholar
ship, and substitute-as appears Lclow-ncw tandards of truth. Higher 
than mere fact, if we are to bclieYe them, are, respectively, new paper 
usage, personal emotion and individual whim. ,v e quote: 

And now, as these declarations go forth, let the reader bear in mind 
tl1at the ulterior motive [ of this book] has been to "write a story" 
about Judaism in America, as if it were a newspaper assignment the 
writer had to "cov r." There has been possibly a background of 
scholarship, but no library has b en availabl , no "re earch" after 
accepted academic standards followed. (Jo eph Leiser in Ameri
can Judaism.) 
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I am aware that this is a thesis which cannot be supported by 
diagrams, tables and logarithms. It cannot even be urged with the 
apparent half-compulsion of social and economic laws. The cogency 
of what I have to say does not depend on reference to obvious and 
ineluctable laws, natural processes acknowledged and accepted. I am 
also aware that the weight of what is called learned opinion will be 
thrown against me, that my contention will meet with the ridicule of 
facile common sense and of scholarship ... All scholarship-particu
larly that scholarship which deals with the manifestations of man's 
desires and fears-consists of unauthoritative marginal notes, which 
are of interest chiefly as giving some insight into the nature of those 
who jotted them down ... \Vhat, then, shall be criterion of a man's 
reliability? ... There is none. (Maurice Samuel in You Gentile,.) 

In a world which believes in its statistics as in a sacred testa
ment I venture the opinion that an erroneous statement of fact is 
frequently more important and usually more interesting than its cor
rected version can be. . . . (Samuel Roth in Now and Forever.) 

It is in this spirit of intellectual nihilism that the new ideologies 
of the Jew are to be built-a spirit dictated by an obvious necessity. 
If unsupported-and unsupportable-statements are to constitute truth, 
ah critical standards must be overthrown. Hence this impatience with 
research, this disrespect for honest thought, this flouting of scholarship, 
this scorn of fact-this concord of unreason. 

This spirit is dangerous simply because if it prevails all hopes of 
the intellectual rehabilitation in Israel is rendered impossible. If effrontery 
and loudness of voice are to be our only criteria of truth we are deprived 
of our only means to free our elves from our purious and enervating 
"ideals." Jewry ha been fatally weakened just where it need to be most 
strong. 

For if intellectual methods are thrown into disrepute Israel is de
pri\'ed of his most necessary weapons. For the single most important 
fact about American Israel's impending battle, both from within and 
without, is that it is primarily an intellectual battle, and must be fought 
with the recognized intellectual weapons. Our political and economic 
status is assured. But our intellectual statu -our conviction of the 
equal value of our culture and religion with the cultures and religions 
of our neighbors, and the winning of the right and the capacity to per
petuate its identity-is by no means established. Its recognition de
pends on an inner strengthening of American Jewry along sound lines 
of Jewish self-knowledge and an inculcated respect for Jewish traditions 
on the part of the Gentile world. This recognition cannot be won by 
propaganda or loose emotion or windy pretensions. The appeal of Juda
ism, both to the Jew and the Gentile, must be made on the grounds and 
with the methods which civilized thought prescribes. 
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VI 

CERTAINLY the Gentile is not persuaded now. For the ironical fact 
is that the Jewish ideology, designed at the sacrifice of all othPr 

considerations to attain one object, the approval of the non-Jew, has 
failed above everything else in that object. In their new war with the 
Philistines, the Jews, improving on a Biblical precedent, threw their am
munition into the sea and advanced armed only with a brass band. But 
the walls of the new Jericho safely defy mere trumpet blasts. These walls 
are too strong; besides, the trumpets, the surprise having gone out of them, 
ha\'e not their old shock. Having been brought low by these tactics many 
times the inhabitants have learned, by sad experience, the game at last. 
Propaganda, the modern Sir Galahad, goes forth in the morning, in 
armor of sheeted mimeograph newly clad, and is met by a world so un
believing as to doubt his purity and worth. Copy has lost its punch; 
sales resistance, in the jargon, has stiffened. Even editors are suspicious. 
George Creel has taught more people an honest scepticism than did ever 
Socrates. Within an experienced circle of cold eyes Israel parades his 
naive exhibitionism, like an amateur clog-dancer trying out for the "Fol
lies." Before these cynical spectators his sheafs of press clippings, his 
protestations of industry, loyalty and sobriety, his fervent testimonials 
to his own surpassing genius, fall alike with an ominous thud. Israel, 
as they say, is not getting across. 

To be sure, there are still to be found some minds weak enough 
to be impressed by the grandiose notices of Israel's press agents. But 
in these minds the superlative descriptions of Israel's prowess are as 
apt as not to prove boomerangs. If they believe Israel is miihty enough 
to convert the whole Gentile world to its doctrines, they can just as easily 
be made to believe any anti-Semite~s account of what these doctrines are. 
If they believe that Israel has a mission, they may also believe that this 
mission is to enchain the world in t.he toils of communism or anarchism, 
free love or free trade, socialism or international capitalism. The Elders 
of Zion myth is a by no means distant cousin of the "Jewish mission'~ 
myth. Both are founded on the exaggerated and mystical notions of the 
potency of Israel. 

There are two kinds of Jewish propaganda; the old style, which 
though somewhat outmoded still flourishes, and the new. Both are largely 
useless: the ineptitude of the first is that it barks up the wrong tree, 
the ineptitude of the second is that, having stumbled on the right tree, 
it only barks. 

The old propaganda aimed to "def end the good name of the Jew." 
It consisted in proclaiming his industry, his sobriety, loyalty, courage 
in battle, civic virtue, honesty, purity of family life, services to the com-
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munity and contribution to civilization. ~f any rabbi • and other Jewi h 
orators still work cxclu ivcly in this vein, and it i a rare Jcwi h lead r 
who does not stumble into it frequently. It is the riche t lode of the 
American-Jewi h weeklies, that mine from it tho e int rminable "up-the
ladder" stories which grace their pag ; by a logic of which only editor 
of Jewish weeklies are capable they advance Judai m and promote Jew
ish-Gentile understanding by printing account of how Jacob Dupkin, 
who once owned only one cart of junk, now owns practically all the junk 
there is, and of how Hattibelle Levine is assistin(J' civilization b_y editing 
scenarios for the Goldilocks :Film Corporation. Hereunder may b cla -
sified al o those ful ome volumes like "The Jew in Literature," "The 
Jew in Industry," etc., wherein Jews modestly lay laurel on their own 
brows, and those equally palatable dishes done by the non-Jewi h hands 
of volunteer "friends of the Jews," like that choice dainty by the uh idiz d 
and much-feted romantic lady novelist-what's her namc?-of la t _)car. 
But the day of the old propaganda i nevcrthcl s done. It u cs-if 
it ever had any-have been long outliYed. The Anti-Defamation League 
still has money cnou(J'h for plenty more of its old-time campaigns, but 
nothing to campaign again t; there have even been satirical references 
to "defend.in(}' the Jewish name" in the columns of the Jewi h weeklies. The 
old propaganda is useless because it defends the Jews from accusations 
that are no longer being made. The political and economic status of 
the Jew in America is secure; the right of individual Jews to live in the 
community, engage in their daily businc s and to vote is no louger seri
ously brought into que tion. The battle ha hifted to another quarter. 

• I am anxious not to seem to indulge in the wholesale belittling of the Amnican 
rabbinate, whi('h is the <'hief sto('k in trade of manv ,I ewi h critics. The rahhinate 
is, surely, the hi~her Je,·el of our J ewi. h leadership; it is compo ed, for the mo t 
part, of earnest, industrious, and, according to their light , honest men. The rabbis 
are not respon ible for the present low state of the J wi. h life in mcrica; they ar 
its victims. The pull of the a!!e has proved too strong for them; they have succumhed 
to the prevalent shoddiness and spuriousness of contemporary Jewi '1 aspiration. Dut 
they are guilty, certainly, of a too meek acquiescence in the degradation of the rab
binical function to that of a spoke man-i. e., mouthpiece-of the ignorance, ambitions 
and fears of the influential Jewi h laity. Perhaps-a many rabbi ay in extenuation
the forces arrayed again t them were too strong; but they would have presented a 
decenter spectacle had they put up a stiffer fight. For the most part they have ac
cepted their inferior role without protest; there has even been :rn attempt to ration
alize the degradation of the rabhinate into a philosophy, the sophistry of which cannot 
conceal its essential sen1ility. \\'itness the followin~, which i lwre quoted from the 
manuscript of a paper, "The Freedom of the Pulpit," read before the Faculty Club 
of Hebrew Union College hy the Profe sor of ocial Studies, Dr. Ahraham Cronhach: 
"I do not sanction the ridicule expre sed in the gibe, 'We Brod ich es , <less Li d 
ich sing.' If you do not sing the sonµ: of your bread provider, Y'>U are likely to be 
sino'ing his enemy's sonEr. It may he that his enemy has the better sonµ:. Yet, better 
or not better, should not each man pay for the sonµ: he Jikes? Is it fair to ask any 
man to pay for the sonµ: he abhors? . . . One thing that the mini ter is ethically 
not free to do is to violate his contract; for the inviolability of contract applies to 
"II men. nut what is a mini ter's contract? I reply: He contracts impliciter to be 
his congregntion's spokesman. Anything el e is logically impossihk." 
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Bluntly, the worJd we know is no Jonger worried about the Jews as 
fellow citizens; it wonders about the Jews-when it wonders about them 
at all-as Je....,s. Non-Jews admire our shrewdness in business, pay a 
grudging tribute to our agility, ingenuity and mother wit, but they beg 
leave not to understand why we insist on remaining Jews. They ungrudg
ingly admire the intellectual prowess of individual Jews: Freud, Einstein, 
Bergson, Marx; but are nevertheless-since Jewish achievements seem 
never to fall in Jewish fields-sceptical of the value of modern Jewish 
thought. They respect us as human beings ; but they are puzzled by us 
as Jews. A country which secs reason in Episcopalians, Baptists, Sweden
borgians, Theosophists, New Thoughters and Christian Scientists secs 
no reason for us. The shadow the American Jew of our day lives under 
is an intellectual cloud. He has won every right, except the right to 
be himself-and be:: respected. Hence the present futility of our old style 
propaganda: it is still pleading the good character of the accused, and 
has never gotten around to defending his action. Its pleas do not touch 
the essential point at issue: the intellectual status of Judaism as a dis
tinctive way of life, worthy of the respect of the intelligent world, and 
of a right to the maintenance and perpetuation of a separate identity. 

And the new propaganda, though it springs, as has been pointed out, 
from an unconscious effort to meet this very issue, is not much more 
effective. Our extravagant laudations of the beauties of our religion and 
of the magnificences of our culture get us no more than previous ecstasies 
over our civic virtue. As our ambassador to the highest court in the 
world, the enlightened public opinion of ciYilized men, we still put our trust 
in the loud boom-boom of the strong right arm on the big bass drum. 
Since we seem to have nothing but the hollow loudness of brazen asser
tions to offer, if we were received at all-as fortunately we are not- into 
the presence of those high spirits which are our civilization, we should 
only be laughed out of court. If we wish to reverse the low opinion in 
which Jewish culture is held, it would be sensible of us to adduce some 
other sort of evidence than this. Our pleas only confirm the verdict. 

Let no Jew be deluded into doubting the lowness of the estate he 
holds, in that common public opinion to which he so constantly appeals, 
by periodical presidential flattery and gubernatorial laudation. For every
one knows that a frock coat butters no parsnips; and that a silk hat 
is a something statesmen buy ostensibly to wear, but use to talk 
through. For honest opinion let us appeal to Cresar at case from 
Cresar toga'd; when the Emperor descends from the th1·one and takes 
to his rocking chair, earnest searchers after truth will do weJl to gather 
around. Shun formal utterances about the Jew and watch the casual 
remark and stray allusion: these are the true clues. The Christian min
ister has nothing but the most beneYolent tolerance for his Jewish brethren. 
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but his sermons-like the columns of his vestryman, the local editor- sel
dom lack references to that stiff-necked sect, the Pharisees, who obe_yed 
the letter of the law and denied its spirit. And never doubt that in their 
eyes we are those Pharisees. The Christian statesman honors his Jew
ish constituency, but when he talks of that law of forgiveness and 
love for one's neighbor that has supplanted the old "eye for an eye" rule, 
he means by that last nothing else but Judaism. The lecturer on ethics 
talks of primitive tribal morality; likely as not the Jews are the tribe. 
The anthropologist needs examples of surviving taboo superstitions; we 
furnish them. The sociologist talks about an obstinate minority who 
are more anxious to survive than to contribute; we are it. The last 
statement is a paraphrase of a casual judgment of a noted Harvard 
professor made in a recent review, one statement of many equally vehe
ment and off-hand strictures on the Jews. But the fact i that any Gen
tile, once he stumbles-or is lured- into frankness, fathers as extraordin
ary and-to Jewish minds-limited and unsound notions about the Jews. 
Any Jew who reads the magazines can recall running upon, under noted 
names, allusions to the J cw wild enough to make him wonder whether he 
hasn't stumbled through the Looking Glass. Two, for instance, from 
recent issues of the American Jf ercury occur to the writer. The first 
gentleman declared, in an article on Jesu , that Jesus could not have been 
of Jewish blood, because he had a sense of humor; the Jews were ap
parently a people of such desperate frantic earnestness as never in their 
writings to have permitted themselves a smile or a joke. The second 
gentleman, l\{r. l\fencken, we believe, permitted himself the statement that 
"the religion [ of the Jews] is probably the most murderous ever heard 
of in history." 

The customary Jewish reaction at this point would be to raise a 
la1·ge outcry and post these gentlemen on the highways of the country 
as enemies· of Israel, to attack their purity of motive and impugn their 
moral character. But such remarks as Mr. l\1encken's do not spring 
from any congenital cussedness of spirit on his part, but happen simply 
because l\lr. Mencken has never found available, in a form palatable to 
a gentleman of his intelligence, accounts-or the originals on which they 
are based-of the history, literature and religion of the Jews, as he has 
found-and read with profit-books about the culture of other important 
civilizations. The misstatements about the Jews which we constantly 
meet do not indicate either a moral turpitude on the part of their authors 
or an animus against the Jew; their sin is an intellectual one: plain ig
norance. They simply know nothing about the Jew. They have no way 
of finding out much. So they rely on chance bits of information picked 
up by the wayside, hearsay, faulty analogy and personal deductions from 
insufficient evidence. 
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The statements cited above, for instance, spring chiefly from one 
very simple and very prolific source of error: the identification of Juda
ism with early Old Testament history and a total lack in common opinion 
of any knowledge of the long, fruitful and radical development the culture 
of the Jews has undergone since biblical times. Consequently, in the 
eyes of the enlightened, Jews are witch-burning Puritans survived by some 
mischance into our centm·y, primitive and fanatic like Tennessee mountain 
fundamentalists; their religion an anachronism of superstition. 

For all of which we can thank only ourselves. We have tried to 
refute error with error; to demolish old myths about the Jews by erect
ing new ones. We have been so busy sending out publicity that we have 
neglected to write honest histories; we have paid mimeograph operators 
overtime and scholars sweatshop stipends. We have spent our energy 
meeting the slanders of our enemies with slanders of our making. Truth, 
in the meantime, go hang. It has. V\r e have scorned our learning, and 
we are scorned. 

The old and the new propaganda have both failed; not because they 
were not cunningly devised, but because they were both-propaganda. 
All propaganda is self-defeating. Propaganda fails because it never 
seems to get around to presenting the facts; it is too busy bribing the 
jury; from these tactics honest men inevitably deduce that it has no 
faith in its case. lforeover, it is written that the best way to lose a man'• 
good opinion is to be too concerned for it. The best propaganda is no 
propaganda.• 

In the meantime the world goes on thinking of the Jews as a 
stiff-necked obstinate tribe that clings, as if for spite, to an outmoded 
and fanatic religion. John Singer Sargent's famous mural in the Boston 
Public Library, picturing Judaism as an ugly hag with bandaged eyes, 
however unfair a symbol of Judaism it may be, is at least a faithful 
representation of the figure Judaism cuts in the enlightened opinion 
of the world. "It is only a foolish petulance," the Gentile thinks ( this 
expression of the sentiment is Sir Harry Johnston's, as quoted by Zang
will), "which prevents the Jews from avowing themselves as Christians"; 
we are in their eyes, in the famous words of Charles Lamb, "a piece of 
stubborn antiquity compared to which Stonehenge [is] in its nonage." 
The little respect our culture receives is that paid to a people who 
stumbled on some spiritual ideas capable of being incorporated, in a 
greatly improved form of course, in the culture of the West. But our 
persistent adherence to our religion receives only the pitying tolerance 
given to crack-brained inventors who out of personal vanity and a foolish 
pride of precedence cling to their old, unworkable models long after the 

• The reaction of a well-known American liberal to a recent volume devoted to 
Jewish propaganda may be found on p. ~22 of this issue of THB MENORAH JouaNAL. 
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tremendously improved machines of other men have made theirs hope
lessly antiquated. 

VII 

BUT the worst is-this is the crux of the whole matter- that many of 
our best Jews, because they have been deprived of all means of know

ing better, share this low opinion of Judaism with the Gen tile. We can 
manage to worry along without the plaudits of the Gentile; especially 
now that we realize to what a pretty pass our obsessive anxiety of "what 
will the goy say" has brought Israel. But Judaism cannot survive if 
intelligent Jews come to despise it, and continually fall away; the continu
ous draining away of our best brains will result in a fatal enfeeble1nent of 
Jewish strength. Jewish losses through conversion are negligible; Jews 
do not go over to the enemy; seeing no reason to continue the battle, 
they merely drop out of the ranks. But the effect is the same. 

Writing-men are good straws to indicate the wind. Robert Nathan, 
a fine talent, brings out Jonah, a beautiful book whose Jewish theme only 
serves to bring in sharper relief the total un-Jewishness of its outlook; 
Alexander Goldenweiser, a keen scientist, in a book review expresses the 
greatest scorn for Jewish culture and Jewish hopes for the future; Law
rence Langner, the able director of the New York "Theatre Guild," 
writes Moses, a play with a preface, bitterly arraigning the Jewish spirit 
in a modern world. Three losses to Jewry among many, all gratuitous. 
Mr. Nathan fails to find beauty in Judaism, because we have neglected 
to make easy of access to searchers such as he the treasures of our tradi
tion, as Greek culture, for instance, has been made available. How does 
one expect !\-Ir. Goldenweiser, who has seen many myths in his day, to 
wax enthusiastic over an American Judaism that offers him nothing but 
the most egregious myths? Mr. Langner's book rests on a mistaken 
identification of Judaism with legalism: of the Jew with the moralistic, 
censoring Puritain. Who shall tell him he is wrong when he has probably 
heard with his own ears some apostle of the "Jewish mission" promulgating 
his program to reform the world? 

Down this road, fleeing from the same mental unhealth, go the great 
majority of that Jewish youth whom Jewish leaders exhort so much and 
understand so little. They came out of Sunday school, thousands of 
earnest little tadpoles taught to thump their chests and to announce to 
a hostile world, "We are proud to be Jews." They never knew quite 
why; but they learned to hide their inner shakiness by an extra intensity 
of voice. In college they sat, now proud young frogs, in the back rows 
of the local temple and heard the young rabbi-not the most stupid rabb'i 
in the country, either-maintain that the Jews were the eternal vessels of 
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the truth (what truth he never mentioned), the elected missionaries of 
peace (how they were to effect this peace was beyond their understanding), 
the possessors of doctrines higher, purer, profounder and more spiritual 
than any vouchsafed to other nations ( what these doctrines were he 
never defined). This was mighty weak food, they thought, for young 
minds and healthy appetites, who had tasted-and knew where to get
red meat elsewhere. If that were all there was to Jewishness, they were 
not so sure they were proud to be Jews after all. :Many of them prom
ised themselves never to go into a temple again; and most of them never 
did. And, because it did not occur to them that there was any Judaism 
beside the prevalent "official American Judaism," they came to regard 
themselves ,Jew only by an unavoidable- and unfortunate-accident of 
birth. 

All these were unnecessary casualties, since nothing is clearer than 
that Jews would much sooner remain Jews than wander off after foreign 
gods. For the intelligent Jew does not find foreign gods irresistibly al
luring; he is able to see as plainl_y as any that the faiths of the Western 
world are conspicuous failures. Before he forsakes his people, he seeks 
with a pathetic earnestness to discover some of the virtue which he has 
heard-and is anxious to believe--lies in the tradition of his people. 
It is the tragedy of modern American Israel that to these seekers after 
spiritual nurture our leaders have nothing to offer but the merest husks. 

VIII 

WHEREFORE the first thing needful in American Jewry is to realize 
how perniciously destructive both to our inner trength and to 

the strength of our position in the world is the shoddy and sterile spirit 
that perv~des our life; American Jewry must be made to see that a life 
of apology is a shameful apology for a life. Our most crying necessity 
is an iQSight into the pathological character of our mental processes; the 
abnormality of our delusions of grandeur and of persecution. For Ameri
can Jewry will continue in its tragically comic impotence, a spectacle of 
bustling futility, until it has learned to recognize and taken steps utterly 
to destroy the pretentious, but in essence servile, ideology upon which its 
life is built. 

Is this destructive criticism? In a measure, yes, though it springs, 
as does all serious destructive criticism, from an implicitly envisaged, if 
not explicitly expressed, alternate program of constructive intent and 
potentiality. But there is a sense in which criticism, if it prove effectively 
destructive, has done its most important duty; men do not insist that the 
surgeon ( a destructive critic if there ever was one) who cuts out a tumor 
should fill the void with a new or better tumor, or a Japanese Garden, 
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or something. He has done his job when he has removed the source of 
the disease; the constructive measures he leaves largely to nature. Social 
criticism's first task is to destroy error; freed of this inner maladjustment, 
the living social organism, provided it has not been fatally weakened, will 
by its own recuperative power build a new and sounder structure. Con
versely, all constructive proposals are premature until acquired faulty 
social habits have been corrected; and all programs useless unless the 
social group has a sufficient inner recuperative strength left. All the plans 
and manifestos in the world will not help a movement if it is not already 
on the move. Criticism cannot create; it can only midwife. 

Fortunately, there is little doubt that American Jewry, once the 
poison is taken from its veins, has the necessary recuperative powers to 
go, in the ancient phrase, from strength to strength. Its tremendous re
sources, once diverted from the fruitless courses in which they are now 
enchanneled, can feed a rich and fruitful Jewish life. There are portents 
everywhere that a radical reformation is on the march, but so far its ranks· 
are too divided, its aims too diverse, and above all its dissatisfactions too 
indistinctly defined. Its progress is halting because its motivation is 
still too largely in the unconscious; it is not yet completely cognizant 
either of the nature of the conditions it opposes, or of the extent of its 
own strength. 

There are portents. Israel is unmistakably beginning to grope to
wards health, fumbling to discard the amulets, the magic formulae, the 
abracadabra of hollow ideals in favor of more deeply calculated and thor
oughgoing therapeutic measures. The quest for Jewish knowledge is 
everywhere more apparent; discussion and criticism is more prevalent. 
That flood of second-class Jewish books which publishers have hastened 
to issue are happy augurs, not in themselves, because they are for the 
most part valueless, but because they prove the existence of a Jewish public 
eager for enlightenment on Jewish things. And on the publishers' lists 
are even found, unexpectedly, occasional books that are touched with a new 
spirit of honest inquiry. Nor does one have to be incorrigibly optimistic 
to detect in the records of the last meeting of the Central Conference of 
American Rabbis signs that the old smugnesses and complacencies are 
about to be confronted by a new critical spirit. And there is that epoch
making decision of the conference on Jewish education which met in Cam
bridge last June to consider ways and means to foster Judaism among the 
youth in America. Instead of bringing in the usual pious resolutions, full 
of theological ideals and mJstical hopes, as had been feared, the conference 
went unreservedly on record as calling upon American Jewry to provide, 
for the education of our youth, chairs in Jewish learning from which 
history and philosophy shall be taught in keeping with academic standards. 

The present watchword of the new spirit is education, a good word, 
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if somewhat too general and unspecific fol' our tastes. For it would be 
in the highest degree pernicious if education is regarded as a sort of 
abstract talisman and is not visualized in its concrete instrumentalities. 
These instrumentalities are many. To be sure, schools, elementary and 
advanced, semin,aries, institutes, yeshivalis. But there are more fundamen
tal instrumentalities than these. In this business of education, to recall an 
ancient but too often neglected paradox, we must build from the top. Re
f ore the pupil can be taught, the teacher must be. Suppose we had all the 
schools in the wodd; what should we teach in them? 

The fact is there are not available the smallest fraction of texts of 
Jewish history, religion, philosophy and culture we shall need in our pro
gram to substitute specific knowledge of the actual concrete sources of the 
Jewish spirit for the hollow nonsense of theological and political abstrac 
tions. Scholarship will have to be encouraged by endowment and subsidy to 
make these resources of Israel available for our use. Inaccessible manu
scripts and the Jewish classics of literature and learning will have to be 
collected, edited, and translated by competent men, according to accepted 
standards of scholarship. (Neve1· forget that the seeds from which the 
Rennaisance flowered were rediscovered old manuscripts.) lewish librariei, 
will have to be established and maintained in all centers of Jewish popu
lation. Professorships will have to be endowed at the leading American 
universities, for the two-fold function of 1·esea1·ch and instruction. Jewish 
histories will have to be written; the pieties of Graetz are outmoded 
and the two-fo1·-a-penny popular histo1·ies of our time a1·e hopelessly 
lightweight. The publication of valuable works of scholarship for which 
there is no profitable market will have to be made possible. Periodicals 
devoted to th~ advancement of Jewish learning and the encouragement of 
Jewish criticism, art, and literature will have to be supported. Unles~ 
this supporting texture is supplied the schools will work single-handed 
as in a void. For in the modern world schools are but one agency among 
many educational instrumentalities that are needful. 

It will be a long and tedious process, this prospecting and mining 
and refining of the ore from which our Golden Age will be molded. But 
unless we are willing to contract for a task of the most extreme difficulty 
and arduousness, for nothing less, in fact, than a complete rehabilita
tion of the Jewish traditio11, and the most thorougl,going reconstruc
tion of Jewisk in,tellectual values, we shall unmistakably fail to create 
that inner strength which will enable Israel to win a spiritual autonomy, 
grounded in the intellectual loyalty of Jews and securely based on the 
respect of the outside world. If we grow faint of heart in this great 
enterprise of Jewish education and go after short-cuts and panaceas, 
falling away to slogans and hollow ideals, we are betrayed indeed. For 
we wi11 have scotched one false l\fessiah but to raise another. 
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ER EST 60YD 
wu1s GoL01 c ,1 My dear Rabbi Silver: 
LEWIS MUMFORD 
MA BROD l Let me repeat again in this wa:y, most sincerely ANDRE s I E 

,.,--<-c..:-.--~ and urgently, my 1nv1 tation to you to rite an article 
for The ?::enorah Journal, as soon as may be, to present the 
situation as you see it in answer to Kallen's and Cohen's 
articles. In the current (December) issue there is a second 
article by Kallen, which all the more calls for an answer. 
I frankly don't like, tcy"Self, to be associated 1th Kallen's 
views and wa:ys of presenting the matter: bnt I feel that it 
is our function to let men like Kallen and Cohen have their 
say. And certainly, as a matter of fairness and intelli
gence, and real constructive service. to present expositions 
and jadgements from other, more positive - if you like, more 
informed and representative - points of view. The mere venti
lation of discontent may not car us far, but I think it is 
a healthy and necessary preliminary operation. As a matter 
of fact, as you know, there is a great deal of discontent and 
criticism of the rabbinate and of the syn.agog, and I believe 
it is one of the functions of The --enorah Journal to provide 
a means of expression for that discontent. But this only as 
clearing the ground. I want you to believe that the editors 
of The enorah Journal are most earnest in their desire to be 
absolutely fair and constructive. and to promote the most 
fruitful intelligence and discussion on the present state and 
the future of Judaism. You will be doing the Journal a very 
great service - 1 believe you will be doing t e cause of Ju
daism in .America a great service - if you ,111 present your 

/ 

analysis of the situation, your description of what the rab
binate and the synagog have so far had to build up in this 
country, and hat you believe their future service should be. 
w~ I count on you for this? 

I should like to tell you that I have made it a 
point to go through your files in our office, and I can point 
black on white to previous invitations to you to contribute 
to our Journal, as well as to come to Board meeting to discuss 
the war.le and policies of our \ssooiation. Im~ not have been 
a.s insistent as I should have been. I shall be insistent in 
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the fut re. Jttst as soon as I can get r. lonnser, our Chairman, 
to set a date for our next oard meetin, I will let you lmow, and 
will expect you to be present, in accordance ith your assurances 
to me the other d'1' that you would come. 

e have reached a definite stage in the development of 
the enorah movement. Conditions both within and without the uni
versities require us to forge ahead on somewhat changed lines, I 
believe. But our work is more essential than ever. I am drawing 
ttp a memorandum on the whole matter, and I shall of course send 
you a copy as soon as it is ready. 

The most immediate thing now is your article, on which 
I shall insist! 

Believe me, with genuine appreciation of your interest 
and support (which must involve unhesitating criticism of Menorah 
activities and policies and help in their proper development), 

HH/F 
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January 5,1926 . 
Rabbi Abba illel Silver , 
The Temple , 
East 105th Street 
at Ansel Road , 
0level , r1 0h o . 

Dear 0ilver: 

l.LI01 

ORAi/' 

have your note of Dece:nber 31st , rhi~h I 
can ' t let pass without a word . You speak of "the defeatist 
1 tera ure with which you have sna.mped the enorah Jol nal 
in recen+: mon~hs ." row , my dear Abba ~·1 le , what do you 
mean? If you refer to the articles by Kallen and Conen , 

n 11 r 

you may not agree with them ( as I do no t WJ.1olly ii th Kallen) , 
and et be charitable enough to suppose that hey ,ere actu ted 
not by "defeatist" motives but out of a genu nedesire to speak 
. e truth about conditions a 1ey see them , in or er to clear 
he ro11nd for more realist!~ anrl constructive tho, '1t . urely 

, ou rill not assert ha·· all is lovely with Ju"]a. sm in eri "a? 
In one Jet•r i sh journal a l eas 1 ~ us have the forthright cri t -
cism of our non- conformists, 1ho are as evotea to their con
cept ons oft e ~ood Jewish life as you to yours . ~ou dismiss 
Kallen ' s lad art cle as "vulgar dyspepsia" •11 thout having 
read i t -- .,1erely on the bas s of several para raphs quoted 
ou~ of t~e con ext i n the J . D. B.-- a closely reasoned article 
of some 5000 vords , with facts and sta is t ics , and concluding 
T·•i th a definite proposal . Is J- s really feJ.r on your part? 
• 0111,1 you like one of your arti les to be dismissed , by an 
opponent , wirhou a reading in that cavalier way? 

Apart from these ar1· icles by allen and Cohen , what 
other "defeat i st literature" have e published in recent months? 
11 wamped" indeed ! 

I could show you letters galore we have rece ved 
from rea ers expressing t 11e i r apprecia tlon of what they call 
our courage and candor in publishi ns Cohen ' s paper . A good 
many thinking Je,s are pretty sick of the complacency and 
self - praise ,·hich exude from official u Jterances on Jewish 
pla fo send in the "Jewish press ." I bel i eve sincerely --
heV1er re agree i h the details of var ous criticisms or 

not -- .hat- open cPi icism i s healthy for us and has been 
lon overdue . I is he function of The tenora.h Journal , as 
I see it , to prov de the forum . 

But not merely for criticism , not merely for any 
one side or several s1 es . But for all sides . If you v 111 
closely exami ne even a single volume of the Journal -- any 
volume , say he one just closed , 1925 -- I bel i eve you 111 
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finn a vindication<f our pol icy. 

Now we propose to carry on our analysis and dis 
cussion from alls des, and offer constructive measu es , 

1th more ener y than ever before . I believe ,he present 
situation requires it; and fortunately our reading publ c 
tha e have b ilt up, that we are increasing, seems to us 
in a recep ve , even to a lar e extent in a demand ng, mood . 
(mhis , by tLe bye , I account as not the least of our .i:1eno ah 
achievements . ) I believe I can truthfully say that the read
ing public of our Journal is already the mos representative 
and intelligent audience for the forthright discuss ion of 
Je' ish questions from all angles that any publicat on in 
America has achieved. Isn't this all to the good? 

It makes our editorial responsibilit all the greater, 
o be S\re . Jertainly we shall publish an answer,or ans~ers, 

to Kallen and Cohen . Let e say again that I v sh very uch 
yon 1ou11 ire it. You 1111 realize hat we need to have a 
defin te un . ertaking from you or some one else o do it . If 

ou rill please make the special effort, I'll reatly a pre 
cia e it. If you cannot. make it de.fin te, ·1e must ask some 
one else . "1-lom o ld you s es ? ut I do hope yo 1' 11 do 1 t 
yourself . 

T-{ - AD 
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February 16, 1926. 

Silver, 
An~el Koad , 

As you like 1 t - " ·hy Do the Heathen 

Rage?" 

lith anticipation, 

t i cerely, 
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Addru., "\1£:. 

Recent issues of The Menorah Journal 
have contained articles criticizing various as
pects of Jewish life and institutions in this 
country. Since one of the functions of the 
Journal is to serve as a forum for the expres
sion of honest opinion on Jewish matters by the 
most diverse minds, we hav elt it was right 
and desirable to afford publication to these 
critical articles. But, of cours e , they did 
not tell the whole story; for example, certain 
conditioning aspects of the Jewish situation in 
America were given too scant consideration. So 
I have endeavored in my article (copy enclosed) 
to give an analysis of the situation as I see 
it, together with certain constructive prop osals 
which se em to me very desirable and important. 

If you would do me the honor to read 
this ~rtic l e, I would de eply appreciate your 
frankest criticisms. 

With esteem, 

Sincerely, 

) 

HH-AD 
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. Heu, llulW1ts, 
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J deu • Hurwlt1, 

X aa enolo■tag btnwlth 
tba .atloll whloh I »roalaed to Mad 
Jou fo~ your April 1aaue. ? bope th&, 
you will fine it aat1afao ory. You 
aaJ filllt a fn bard spot, in 11 but tbeD. 
Jou will ziemembe~ that tbe ut1ol•• upo11 
whioh ■lne le be.Ml were lluw1H not 
dla,1D,gll18hed f• the1~ au&Ylty. 

I have but oner• 
aab aad ibat 11 ,hat you publ l 
artlolt •u la• Without o~, ,ent 
full 1n ona leaut of Ille Journal. 1 aboul4 
lite too, lf J)Ol■ible, lo Obtain fifty or 
.. wnty-f1Te %epr1nt• of lt. 
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me to re11&la 
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l· LUDWIG LEWISOHN II 

I JOHN DEWEY I Abb 1 MORR1s R. coHEN Dear a.: 
\ ERNEST BOYD " 

LOUIS GOLDI G 
j/ LEWIS MUMFORD j ANDRE SPIRE 

I ras very glad to receive your article today - glad 
even after reading it. I want to read it again more carefully 
before mak1n~ any comment to you on it. You may rest assured, 
however, hat your request to "publish the article 'as ls' with
out comment and in full 1n one issue of the Journal" 111 be scrupulously honored. Of course you will receive proofs to 
O.K., and reprints will be provided. 

There is jus t, one hitch, vhich I hope will not seem 
to you serious. Our April issue ls all made up, and about 
to go through the presses. It would involve both consider
able expense and dela to break up the forms at. this !me 
and rearra.n e the whole issue. (You knov the make-up of each 
issue is the result of several weeks' planning and arrange
ment or the articles to fit in o the forms.) We are already 
very late with the pril issue, and are eager to go forthwith 
to the next issue (dated June), to bring it out the la~ter 
part of May (as e should). 

Under the circumstances, I hope you 111 not object 
to our making your article the leader in our June issue, in
stead of the present pr11 issue. 

11th kindest regards and sincere thanks for your 
coming into the discussion, 

Faithfully yours, 

HH-AD 
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Rabbi A.H. Silver, 
The Temple, 
E. 105th St. at Ansel Rd., 
Cleveland. o. 

April 12. 1926. 

,.~ Dear Abba: '"-"' :'---~~= 
I have you.r wire. 

You will recall that we met at lunch at the 
Hotel Pennsylvania in this city (thanks to your courtesy) 
on January 18th. You then agreed to write an article 
answering Kallen and Cohen. I regret I do not remember 
definitely how much time I did give you, but it is incon
ceivable that I should have promised publication in our 
April issue for any manuscript that reached us April 8th. 

Moreover, at our meeting in January there was 
no mention at all of my own article. Supposing I had 
no article in our February issue. Then even if your reply 
to Kallen and Cohen came in time for appearance in our 
April issue, there would in any case have been a break in 
the succession, Kallen's article having appeared in the 
December iasu.e. 

I would certainly have preferred to have your 
article appear in our April issue. Bnt I believe it will 
be just as relevant and forceful in the following issue 
to appear in the latter part of liay. I cannot break up 
our completed April forms at this late date. I earnestly 
hope you will appreciate the situation. 

Sincerely, 

HH/A.G 
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Aaiociole Ed,ton 
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Kay 18,1926. 

SilYer, Rabbi Abba Hillel 
c/o 'lbe Temple, 
East 105th Street 
CleYeland,Ob1o. 

at Ansel Road, 

117 dear Rabbi S11Yer: 

Will you be good enough to go oYer 

the enoloeed proots ot your article, appearing 

1n the June 1 ssue, and return as soon as you can 

•1th your oorreotionsT 

We would be gratetul al10 tor a brief 

note about yourself tor "OUr OWn Who's Who"; When 

II" 

and where you were born, where educated, your"worka,~ 

etc. 

AD-l 

Eno• 

Sincerely yours, 

CRaJ~;__~u~ 
Editorial Deparmnent 



pril l'hlrt enth 
19 6 

ar. Henry Burwlts, 
The enorali Journal. 
167 eat 1th Str et, 

f1III York Clty. 

JI¥ dear Hurwlt•• 

ot prll 
get th 
nU!nber. 
best. 

J.et mo thank you r r your latter 
9ifth. I am sc rr t'h t you o nnot 

rtlcl h1ch I sent you into your A ril 
H<111aYEtr • you tl1 d 1 tor nct know 

I tulm it r gra ted that no 
an er to IQ' rt lcle, d tree tly or 1nd1 rec tly • 
will be de · in your Journal until after my 
article ap _a.rs. 

• 1th klndost ngards, I 

Yeey lncarely yours, 



I 

11r. B--, mwlt■, 

Jate111ellealat• -rah ••oclatlon, 

11, ••' 1a11a ""•'. 
•• York 019. 

-, 4ear • lllliwlts, 

1 - ntunlng l1erew1th Ille corrected 
pJIOOf of JV artlole. l !law made one or two 
■ll&tl t ohange■• 

118.7 I auggHt tut you elbdnate the 
tlral ■nteno of 7our d.1 tori 1 not • !he tl tle 
ot • arttole 1• u 1 t-....-. to be , t ot th 
wrt,er ot the antole. ~---·--111 noatl tblt I 
•'IIIB• ted two &It 1 • - o r o 'belug " 

bbl ---['A• pl)" , t 70 1 lo te4 bl 7our 

lftter ot ••braa17 atxtNn t 7ou pr terrecl 
o• •• t t haa4 or t rt1c1e. lt 70u Ullnk 
tat th1 tltl la too h , you y ch e lt to 

P.::s. 

oth r. 

l th klnde■ t re rd■• J am 
Y•'f7 alaoereq your , 

I ■ eaoloalng llenwlth, at 
70ur req11•t, allort blograpbJ. 

l 



£ lllort llog~ ot Dr • .Oba itlllel Sllftr 

• • • • • • • 

Dr. bba Hillel ::t11Ter waa Ilona .Jaai.a:117 Mtll. 11u. la •et:natadt, Soh!rwindt, J.1 thuanla. 

•• a ttttlld. ed tM p11bUo and hlgh aoJaoola of •• Won: Oltif am J'aduated fro th UDh•r•l t;y of Ciaol ti In 19115. le £lll4t.1Bt from h Hebra l.1111011 Ooll•e allcl waa or-dal1194 bbl la 151115• 8lld reoehed. hi .Dootor Deer fro■ the aaae Ina t1 tution 111 192 • Jib um~ ot "• ... lanlo i,p.ou1 tlou 1a l•••t trom the lrat t:hro.-h th ltnentMnth U.lltUJ'IN" •111 e publlahed In 
tbe 11. 

h. Hllnr 
•1•• 1917. D Hlib l 0 

•• la flu PN 14-nt of the Z10Jl1at OJ'galll•tloa ot -■rlcar •mNr or the lnt.naattouJ. .&atloaa co 1tt .. ot tile 'orld tloatat OJWUllsatlon. •• la alao m•Nr ot the Jso of ioTenol"e of th• 11-11,w Ualo:n 0011 Pe or tbe ••Olltl Y .Bo rd or tbl Ueatral C:Oat•r•o• ot ae11oaa Habb1a. R• la o• ot the Dlrfftora of the lntffOolbgtate eaoa .&aaoolatton. and or th• .J•lah .r'Ubl1oat1oa lfOol•tJ' or 
.-.r1 •• 

• la C!lalisn ot the Olnel d hreau ot .Jewtllh ~uoatloJ 



INTERCOLLEGIATE MENORAH ASSOCIATION 
FOR THE STUDY AND ADVANCEMENT OF 

JEWISH CUL TU RE AND IDEALS 

167 WEST 13th STREET 
NEW YORK 

Ra.bbl A.H. Silver. 
The Temple. 
Ea.st 106th St. at Ansel Road. 
Cleveland, o. 
Dear Sir: 

May 24, 1926. 

Your letter of the 22nd inst. to llr. Hurwitz, 

enclosing proof of your article and your biography, has 

been received in his absence from the city. It will be 

brought to his attention upon his return the latter part 

of this week. 

CL/AG 

Vecy truly yoa.rs, 

INTERCOLLEGIATE MENORAH ASSOCIATION 

By ,1-i. 0 .uJ -
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!Illa anlol• waa wrltwa at tlle ••«ra••I ot ,1le •-ra Jovaal. 0Jl 

Deo•'Mr 22114, 1111, Ua• .. ltor, ar. Ill~ llll1Wltz, WNlea 

•i., - ..,.., agala la Ilda .. , ••• , alMerelJ .. 
usat17, ..- lantalloa 10 P• to wrll• aa anlol• 
ter Ille ....... Joval, • •o• • -r'-e lo pre••• "'° ll IUUoa .. 7011 ... ,, la c-• lo 
Kall•'• a4 Ollliea'a utltll•• • • • • • TR will '° .. s .. ,i. •-• ot Jllkllli la ..._to• • en•• 
•lffl• -It 7ft •111 pnaeal rsr, aaaJpla ot '11• 
alnatloa, 7ow teatdpllaa et •JI.al IJae .. ,,a-,. 
•4 Ule .,_.. ... Jan • far 1111& '° Wilt 1'p la till• 
eo•W,• • • • • • Ille w, tmallde llllag Mlf 
la pv Rllole, • ntoll I 1Wl S.lall " 

0a DN••r 11al1 11D, I WIOW la Np~• 

"I wla1l I ••14 tlllll Ible te flt le fa atbl• la -•• 
te Ille ._,•llal 11'9 .. IWI wlUI wlalall ,._ llffe •UlpN 
1111 ••• a .r.asa•l la •n4-, -•• I a....,_, nu 
.... J .Del. iNIN~ f6 Sal 'I Rllele la Qe la1•'9r 
l•- et .. llllill6 low - ~• "1P• dppepala. 
11aferl-tel7, I a halb' ......... pdllag late aJ&ape 
a .._, wilt• I llope ,o ~ .... -: p'Dlldl.._ lllla rear, aa4 I • 
... ..._ le 11 ,q ..... tt.. lf1t 4ubl Ille MZ\ _,1l 
er -• J alliilillA Jlaw ••• i'Nplle hi■ ., "*• I ••11 
,.., to wll• aa anlol• ftr 70•" 

oa ••~rr ••• Ua• etllornew ••t• tor Ille 1111• of 111J arll•l• 

tor ____ , la Ille ..... l••· J ..... , ... .m. - "£ .. ,,1 111.bl lepl7" 

aa4 "- Do tu lreat.llea lapt" Ille editor lda•lt ••• Ill• latter, aad 11114er 

Wa 11'1• 111J artlole ••• --- la IJae aa.oJa la•••• 

I tonar4e4 11- ••Nlipl oa jpril 6 ... wltll 111• ftllowlag Mies 

"I • eaolo■lJII Mnwllll the anlole nlG J pNldaed lo ••d 7011 
tor ,nr .tpl'U la••• I lllpe IMI 7ft will ftal 11 aatlataeto17. 
to• .. tla4 a 1ft 111ft •PIii la ll, )at t•• ,n •Ill N■•ber 
tllal '- antol•.,._ wlaltla ■Ille la '8ael wen llk•l•• •I 411-
, .... lmt tor lllelr -•It,. I JlaT• ,., •• nq••• lo 118b 
aal tut la IJlal 70• paltlli• Ille antole "aa la" wt lllo•I •-• 
11114 la bll la o• luM of IM Jo--1." 

Oil Jplil IIJl Ge edltDr WftH1 
"I •• WfJ 1W ti l'Nel•• ,ov Rllele ....._,._ ena at,er 
nett,.. 11. l 1111111 to NM lt apla •" Nftftl~ \ehn 
llllrlal-, ••••• le ,n • &I. Tea aq ft81 u,-...., ...... r, 
1111111 ,-. nqa••· lo "p11'11fJl Ille arllcl• ... , ••• 1 ... , 
•-•• alll la fall la o• I••• ot Ille Jov•l" will '
••nJMl-~ 11oMnd. a.,. la J•I - ~ ... ••toll I ..,. 
will •I •- h P• ••rlou. o.r jprll I••• 11 all 11114• 11p • • • 



Ullder ,111 oin st-•, J !lope 70• will •' o•J•ot 
lo Ollr ··- J'OV .,101• ~ 1 .... r la ov J11a 
la•••• laaua4 of ti. pre■nt April l•u•" 

n. e41tior ant••• •-• oa the artlole. rtw •••• lata, oa 

-. 11a. I n••l•ed Ill• followlns aol• fl'GII ,Ile ec11,onal 4eparl■sm of tile 

Jo•nal, 

"1'111 ,n N pod eangla ,o go •••r Ill• .,noloae4 
proof• ot iov artlo1-, app•nag la Uae J..,, I••• 
•• wma aa •• u 10• oaa wltll 70v •rnotloa,, 
•• wo111cl \e gralehl alao tor a \trlet •t• ••o•t 
,evaelt tor "OV 0Jra fto • • Wllo" • • • 

£1 De -,.Ot Ul• gall•-pneta waa till• lllltorlal •'•• 

"fll• title of Wa anlal• la the •U.On (ale). Bu•I Sllnr 
ha■ nq-W ,w ao •-•' or .....,.r to hl• artlol• • 
.... la tile ■IIN l•• of tlle Jownal. .ueol'iblgJ.7 ••••t 
a4 •-r an UtenN lo ow •n I••". 

1Mnl7 tmeaft•• a a ... , ... d Ille IIMS-•1 a.deN11oe o, J..,l•Ja 

lpolal Worken lle14 bl Olenl••• llr. Jlllnl ,., la tile oou-ae of • acldn••,, 

p'81t11•1' aao ... ed •• fonlaOOll!q pulloa,1oa ot '1l1• anlol• •• proof of the 

u•trall- aa4 oolljpftlleuln ••• of ti. lovaal. 

la\ la Ille Jae I••• Ule anlol• 41d aol an••• Mr hacl ti. e4i\or 

••• Ill• uo•\1• u apprl•• •• ot lh• taet.l ..,peaecl to M la •• ton tile 

UW Ille Jae-J~ l•u app .. r, • ~...,. a J.nAn. l ealle4 wpoa Jlr. bzwll1 

•4 nqa•IN IM Nhn Of., -••J'lpt. Be apoke llllg aa4 Nahaedl7 la 

ezplaaalloa of Ille ■11Wn•l•• of the anlole. la et Ille ••• of Illa pltlhl 

olrOlllllenlleu I 111114 11111leralad nt •• pllr••• I• waa at:ral4 tut 117 anlol• 

wo-14 4laoo-.• pag wrlleral Be ... ,, 1111doa\ttdl7, llaw nterred to tile 7oug 

wrtwr 11r. mtot OoJla, tor Dr. Kall• wo-14 •••1IN41J111PI regard Jdml•lf •• a 

zrvc wrller, aal Jlr. Buwlts, • -ell • • • • a. _.,. ,i.a ,i.ae ,oug wrt,en &NI 

..., latnpl• la laftetlna, nt UMR:aa ... _. ~ la 11111 t••• ot a nntal ••• 

I bT• iibile l•nH ,11a t a eWI& 1•r ot 11ie •tt rial llatt • •la l• alao ........ ___ __ 

•••let wtlJa a ttaeolelleal adlool, wa1 la IJae 11111a n•p-l\1• fer 1,a ••ppn•-



-z-

•I fhl• gnU•aa• like the othtr pilot• ot ,he Kenorah. bu U'ffl' had 

u, •e tor tile nllgl•• J• e~oepl to exploit Ida • • • • lat of that 

•re f11117 at IO• otller ttae. 

lelleTlllg tllal t1ll1 ~or, ahou14 \e told la order that there aq be 

a lltlle •n ll@lll ta eenaha d.811E plaoea •••• I t111'1lecl the article oTer 

lo ar. lenaa leaatelll of th• Jnlah frllnau. wJlo waa graolou emvgh to 

p9'lla• II. 

h4 lt 11 wt t1l Illa p,llda1loa tut lt 11 aow nprlated. 

Abh IUllel stlwr 
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MWhy Do the Heath n Ra_ge * 

~ (it 18 HE latest attempt to salvage poor ship:.., 
~ , cA wrecked Judaism in Am~rica is on. The 
~ •~ Menorah J.ournal summoned the doughtiest 
f...SJ1(b- iJ intellectual to this heroic task. These 
~ 'e2> came highly equipped with trenchant pen, 
with Jovian thunder and unmistakable boldness. They 
labored valiantly; they plumbed the · ery depth , and 
brought to the surface - a bucket of ater .. 

There i an lement of the Purim-spiel in this mo t recent 
drama of nationa] salvation. Dr. KaHen, who c distaste 
for the "J udai ic religion,,. except a a soporific for the 
un nlighten d, i notor.ious, sets himself the task of r i W• 

ing the curri ula of the }e'1Yish theological cbo 1 of 
America. H en uggest a ne\' type of rabbi -· a cro 
between a Freudian clinic intern, an a graduate of the 

w School Social Re carch. Mr. ohcn, '\\1ho to this 
day ha ucce fuUy hid his scholarly achie emen ts und r 
a bushel, b omes the valorous champion of J ewi cholar 
ship, and fairly deva t te v ith the breath of hi corn the 
un]ettered rabbis of ur age. La tly, com s Mr. Hunvitz, 
media tory and r as uring t and joyou ly announce that as 
a result of the Menorah Organization's activities,, its Sum-
mer School and its Lecture 13ureau and its proposed 
Foundation for Jewish Re earch, the errible night which 
had descended upon American Israel, and which was so 
graphically de crib d by the above mentioned writer , is 
about to end. 110ur day dawns,"' he exclaims, in sanguine 
anticipation of an "adequately financed and endowed" 
Menorah movement ....... 

• This article is ased on the paper of Elliot . Cohen, "The Age of 
Brass,'; 1'/enorah Jo:trnal, 0 toher, 1925; Dr. Horace M. KaHen, "Can 
Judaism Survi ·e in the nit d States?" April and ccemb r, 1925: and 
Henry Hurwitz, .,, atchman, Wh tor the Day? February 1926. 
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ERIODIC inventory of a people's cultural as 
sets and liabilities is a necessary and commendable 
service. But clearly, if it is to have any value, it 

must be undertaken in a dispassionate and scientific spirit, 
and by men qualified through knowledge and experience to 
pass judgment. Prejudices are obstructions to inventories. 
Broad denunciation and cynical fla1:natting of what one does 

/1. not happen to relish cannot be regarded as adequate stock• 
taking. One is entertained or outraged by them according 
to one's prejudices, but one is not enlightened. Above all, 
whoever presumes to approach the sanctities of a people's 
life must do so in a spirit of reverence. Thoughtful men 

r ~ .6 .... ~ do not employ a cheap and ea y cleverness in discussing 
~,, _: spiritual values which might be the very life blood of men. 

J __ ....... F,.~-om the essay of Mr. Cohen I cull the following few 
______ _. specimens to indicate the quality of the ne,ver criticism to 

which American Judaism is being subjected: 
~he Elders of Zion myth is a by no means distant 

cousin of the ''Jewish mis ion' myth. (p. 439.), 
~he little re pect our culture receives is that paid 

to a people who tumbled [sic] on me spiritual ideas 
capable of being incorporated, in a greatly improved 
form of course, in the culture of the \Vestn ~ ~- (p. 448.) 

~acking wisdom, our leaders take refuge in speech. 
Good Watsonian behaviorists, they discover the 
springs of thought in the voice box. (p. 427.) , 

~peeches and sermons are born of the air and des
tined to vanish with the breath that gave them birth .• .__ 
(p. 430.) . 

"But they the rabbis are guilty certainly of a too 
weak acquiescence in the degradation of the rabbinical 
function to that of a spokesman -1 i.e., mouthpiece ~ 
of the ignorance, ambitions and f~~rs of the influen0 
tial Jewish laity.- (p. 440.) . 
We submit that for sheer "brass" in this sad Age of 

Brass one need not look elsewhere . . . 
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MR. COHEN is rendered furious by the fact that some Jewish writers a~d public men have praised the Jew and Judaism excessively. This seems to be the sum and substance of his twenty-five-page indict..:.,..,ment. Seemingly it is good taste, and altogether proper, to proclaim to the world that the },fenorak Journal is "the best printed, best- edited and best - written periodical" •••• and that its advent marks a turning"point in American Jewish history, but it is nothing hort of "bluster, braggadocio," etc., to assert that Israel has been the monitor of monotheism in the world, the pathfinder in moral idealism, or that the Jews may be justifiably proud of their history and of their contributions to mankind. With what avidity Mr. Cohen belabors his theme of the Jews' self-prai e! He offers a collection of anonymous quotations as Exhibit A ' some extracts from the writings of uch distinguish d authors as Roth, Leiser, Gewurz, Browne, and amuel as Exhibit B. Using these as his _. ou 2.19, fr. Cohen proceeds to move the world. Him elf not lacking that oice of bra~s which he so deprecates, he uses it to excellent advantage in an onomatopoetic characterization of the quality of our age. The voice of our age is the voice of "the brass horn, rotund and hollow, the scream of the trumpet, the imposing bray of the trombone, and the ear-piercing blasts of the cornet, ____ ' and so on to the limits of Roget's Thesauru . And having accomplished this feat, the critic delivers himself of the following pronouncement: ---41

There are two .... facts' immediately apparent about this modern voice of Israel. It is new-Land it is false. A Jew raised in the direct line of ewish tradition, trained in the old Jewish discipline, will be puzzled to know what to make of this curiou~ and un-Jewish 'Religion' of the American Jew. / .. .I The Jews of his time, he says, were too busy studying the old books to cry their worth in the marketplace,_ (p. 433 ) . 

• .. 
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And yet, sad to relate, this is exactly what the Jew did 
do consistently and continuously through the ages. One 
could fill more than one volume of the Menorah Journal 
with citations from Biblical, Talmudic, Midrashic/ and 
,Medieval Jewish literary sources to show that the Jew did 
praise, and often very extravagantly, his faith, his Torah, 
the Community of Israel, the ):and of Israel; in fact, 
everything which was dear to his heart. He spoke proudly 
and glowingly of them, being stranger to the subtle artifice 
of diffidence which characterizes some of our modern Jewish 
intellectuals. Had Mr. Cohen taken the trouble to consult 
some handy concordance such as the Yalkut Eliezer under 
the caption "Israel," the Sefer Ha-Agada or Eisenstein's 
Ozar, he would have been amazed at the way those early 
rabbis "raised in the direct line of Jewish tradition" ex
tolled the excellencies, the uniquene s, the primacy and 
superiority of the Jewish people - quite in keeping with 
the older tradition of the Bible wherein Israel is spoken of 
as a light unto the nations, a holy people, an ternal 
people, and the chosen people. \Ve shall permit ourselves 
but one rabbinic quotation. "Just as oil brings light to the 
world, so Israel brings light to the world -. just as oil is 
superior to all other liquids, so Israel is superior to all other 
nations," (Shir Ha-Shir, R. I, 21.), There is no con
cordance of our post:.Talmudic literature to which the 
writer may be referred, but it might not be amiss to point 
to a few opinions out of the hundreds held by leaders of 
Jewish thought in ages other than this Age of Brass con
cerning Israel and Israel's spiritual greatness. 

Maimonides, the rationalist, declared: "Our nation is wise 

• -

and perfect, as has been declared by the most high through d ~ 
Moses, who made us perfect: 'Surely this great nation is a h . ~ 
wise and understanding people.' " ( • , art 2, chap. au / J 
11,), Jehuda Halevi, the poet and philosopher, held that f~ 
Israel was the heart of the world (Kuzari, II, 36), that the 
gift of prophecy was bestowed upon Israel alone (I, 101 ff.), 
and that all mankind exists for the sake of Israel even as 
Israel exists for the sake of the prophets" (II, 44) -• a 
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remarkable expo ition of the doctrine of the" uper nation." 
One is 'also tempted to mention Judah Loew ben Bezalcl's 
(Austrian Talmudist and preacher, d. 1609) stirring work 
4'he Eternity of Israel, whose entire purpose is "to 
establi h that God bestowed eternal life upon Israel" 
(p. 16); that ''Israel is eternal because its existence is of 
God and in God" (p. 22-a), and that "Israel is the essence 
and goal of all creation" (p. 18-a). And is not this prayer, 
which is echoed and re:.echoed in our liturgy, quite signifi
cant in this connection: "Thou hast chosen us from all 
people; thou has loved us and found pleasure in us, and 
hast exalted us above all tongues." The whole mystic 
literature of our people wherein the concept of Israel is 
transfigured into that of a mystic spiritual communion, in
di solubly bound up with God and the Torah, abounds in 
exaltations of the people and of its heroic de tiny. 

A phrase of the rabbi comes to mind to which we are 
sure l\Ir. Cohen would not subscribe: "God said to Moses, 
'Praise and extol Israel as much as thou possibly canst, 
for I shall in the days to come be extoll d because of them, 
as it is ritten· ...,And he said: 'Thou art my servant, ? 
Israel, in whom I shall be prai ed.' " (Lev. R. II, 4.), 

If in recent years pokesmen of our people have found 
it necessary to stress anew the moral excellencies of their 
faith and to remind men of the decisive contributions which 
Israel has made to the cultural assets of mankind, should 
not these facts in all fairness be attributed to the de perate 
emergencies with which Israel was suddenly confronted 
in the recrudescence of anti.Semitic propaganda, rather 
than to conceit and vainglory? In the face of the numer
ous traducers of our race who suddenly appeared here 
and elsewhere, bent upon maligning the Jew and Judaism, 
depreciating our worth and defaming our name, should 
it be accounted a sin in these spokesmen if they sought to 
counteract this propagand by calling attention to the 
services which the Jew has rendered the world, and by 
dwelling upon the true inner worth (?f their faith? 



IV 

HAD this vocation of counter.propaganda been the 

only interest of American Israel during the last 

decade, the critic's indictment would have had 

validity, but the latter knows quite well that this was 

not the case. The last ten years /witnessed a remarkable 

renaissance in Jewish life and an intensification of Jew~ 

ish activities in nigh every field. The \J ar, the ·desper

ate plight of our brothers abroad, the challenging oppor

tunity of our ational Homeland, the threat of organized 

anti-Semitism, and, by no means least, the inner urge 

towards self-expression combined to stir American Israel to 

a remarkable pitch of alertness and enterp:ise. One need 

not dwell upon the truly herculean efforts made by the 

American Jew for the relief of his war-stricken fell ow 

J ws abroad - an effort which is even now b ing renewed. 

But one ought not to miss the vital implications of this 

alb it purely humanitarian enterpri . In the hour of 

crisi , Israel was not found wanting, either in loyalty or 

genero ity. Thi i evidence of an inn r oundness which 

ought not to be di regarded. Again, this major philan

thropic effort, in whi h all elements of Jewry participated, 

tended to draw the di parate groups of our people closer 

together and to e tabli h numerous contacts which, for

tunately, haYe increased rather than decreased with the 

years. 
In the field of Jewish education marked progres was 

n:iade. Countless schools, Talmud-Torahs, X'eshiva~and 

:Religious Schools, ~ established> and in many instances 

splendid buildings we&e erected to house them. A growing 

sense of community responsibility in the matter of the 

religious and cultural training of our youth ~ mani

fested in the organization in some of the larger cities of 

.Bureaus of Jewish Education, headed by competent educa-

tors. Side by side with the increa e in facilities wea.t an 

improvement in curriculum and in standards of instruc

tion. Teachers' Training chool spr~ng up and the erious 
) 

. . . 
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lack r ' \.ext ooks we I partially met. The vast problems 

-:- few1s education in America have by no means been 
solved, but American Israel has during recent years 
wrestled with them earnestly, and, to a degree, successfully. 

The number of higher institutions of learning has been 
augmented by the addition of two new academies within 
the last five years. The older rabbinic seminaries in• 
creased their facilities, their faculties and their student 
bodies, and enriched their libraries. 

Educational work among Jewish college students, which 
was so splendidly initiated by the Menorah Organization, 
has gone on apace. There have now been added two new 
agencies, the Hillel Foundation and the Avukah. Recently 
the larger religious bodies of American Jewry met and 
resol ed to pool their resources in an effort to carry on a 
more extensive program of Jewi h education among college 
men and women. There i promi e in all this and an in• 
dication of a general awar ness touching the magnitude 
and importance of this work. 

Truly phenomenal has been the increase in the number 
of enters, ommunity ){ou es and Y.M.H.A. buildings 
which have been established within the last decade. Clear 
ly they have come into existence in response to a real 
demand. \Vere these in titutions not wanted by the 
American Jew, and more pecially by the young Americ~n 
Jew, they would not have been built, or financed, or used. 
The quality of their work depends, of course, in the last 
analysis upon the quality of the leadership which each 
institution enjoys, but it cannot be gainsaid that in the 
main they have performed a salutary service in the physical 
and ·cultural development of our youth, in their moral 
guidance and in fostering a sense of Jewish loyalty among 
them:"' One • surprised to find critics who twenty years 
ago would undoubtedly have lamented the fact that 
American Jews were not providing wholesome recreational 
and social facilities for their young people, now that 
American Israel is making an honest effort to supply them, 
speaking derogatorily of them. 

h 
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And, lastly, American Jews have built and are building 

atan astounding rate. synagogues and temple Judging 

from the jeremiads of our critics/ this is to be taken as 

positive proof of Jewish decadence and di integration. 

We beg to differ. ot so long ago one heard the justifiable 

complaint that our synagogues were physically unat

tractive, and that they were repellent to the esthetically 

minded young American Jew. It was said, and rightly 

said, that these shabby structures were uncomplimentary 

to a people as prosperous as the American Jew. The 

plaint of David was repeated: "Shall we dwell in houses 

of cedar, but the Ark of God dwell within curtains?" 

Now that American Israel is erecting sanctuaries which 

in their outer form seek to body forth the beauty of the 

faith which they enshrine, now that we are bringing a bit 

of the charm of J apheth into the tents of Shem, the cry 

is raised, "The Stone Age!" In building spacious and 

b autiful synagogues American Israel is following an 

authentic J wish tradition. For wherever Jews found 

p ace, security? and pro perit.y, they r i d no le religious 

edifices and attempt. d to express their r ligi us life 

esthetically. 
Had the merican Jew built hi synagogues at the 

sacrifice of other worthy causes he would e deserving of 

the severe t censure, but he has be n equally -cs liberal 

with his philanthropic in t.itutions and in his foreign 

relief. He has been contributing increasingly larger 

amounts to Jewish educational purposes, to Palestine, 

and to causes not specifically Jewish. If there are worthy 

movements to which he has not yet given sufficiently it is 

due to the fact that he has not yet been completely con

vinced of their importance. The American Jew is not 

niggardly, nor does he withold his hand from any cause 

once he is convinced of its value. 

And these synagogues are used! This might sound 

strange to those critics who seldom enter one. People do 

come to worship. . ot all, of course. either do all go to 

symphonies, or art museums, or to any place where they 

14 



are likely to be stimulated and enlightened. But in every 
community one may find men and women, God-fearing 
and worshipful, who long for the courts of the Living God. 
These come, and they are the heart of every synagogue. 
Many more come for the sake of the sermon or lecture, and 
others come out of habit. Some come regularly and some 
sporadically, as the desire or need prompts them. One 
cannot really gauge a man's loyalty to the synagogue or 
its influence upon his life by the regularity of his attendance 
at divine worship. Besides the religious service~congrega
tions conduct their schools, elementary, hig~and, in some 
instances, normal schools. They have their sisterhoods 
and brotherhoods, with their numerous social and educa
tional activities, their adult study groups, extension 
courses, forums, libraries, etc. In many cities the syna
gogue is the ery hub of Jewish communal life. 

So that American Isra l has been engaged in many other 
activities in recent years besides blowing the loud bassoon 
of self-praise. 

f' . V 

D American rabbis, too, ha e done much more 
than preach, although preaching th word of God is 
still, by some, regarded as an honorable profession, 

and if done in consecration and sincerity, one of life's 
supreme privilege . The organization of the religious life 
of American Jewry, the establishment of schools, syna
gogues, theologic academies, and the training of teachers 
has been almost entirely the work of American rabbis. 
Some of our important national institutions, such as the 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations, the United 
Synagogue, the Jewish Congress, the Jewish Publication 
Society, the Jewish Chautauqua, the ational Farm 
School, etc., owe their existence to the initiation of Ameri
can rabbis. Many charitable institutions, many Jewish 

enters and ommunity House , owe their inception to the 
leadership and untiring work of these men. The Zionist 
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Organization of America has consistently through the 

years drawn from the rabbinate some of its mo t d voted 

leaders, executives.J and officers. Such activities plainly 

do not come within the category of "speeches and sermons 

which are born of the air." 
It should be borne in mind that the most pressing tasks 

which confronted the Jewish ministry heretofore have been 

these of organization and upbuilding. Millions of Jews 

in the brief period of a generation or two were transplanted 

from the four corners of the earth to these shores. Com

munities, some small, some enormously large, sprang up, 

as it were, over night. They were structureless and dis◄ 

jointed. They possessed neither philanthropic ;igencie5y- -

nor schools, nor synagogues I in fact none of the facilities 

which go to make up a community h e. All these had to 

be built, and it fell largely to the share of the American 

rabbis to build them. Accordingly mo t of the thought 

and energy of the e men went perforce into this indi pens-

able ground work of organization - a tiring and exacting 

employment which is not yet complet d. 
If, therefore, the American rabbi has not been more of 

the scholar, if in many instances hi pr aching has not 

measured up in intellectual quality to that of hi European 

confrere, it is due not to his inherent medi crity but to the 

nigh endless time.- and energy ::::..con uming community 

responsibilities which the conditions of Jewi h life forced 

upon him. The European rabbi, as a rule, is head of an old 

established community, possessing its full quota of religious, 

educational nd eleemosynary institutions, and in which 

the necessary functions of congregational life are well 

distributed. This has not been the case in America, and 

in most instances is still not the case. Our communities 

are recent and unformed. ew schools, new synagogues 

and new enters are needed, with all their attendant needs 

of program, curricula, co rdination, etc. Drives must be 

launched, and it seems almost daily, for new hospitals, new 

orphanage and new Homes for the aged; drives for foreign 

relief, local relief, Falasha relief; drives for Palestine, for 



Hadassah, for the Jewish ationatl F nd; drives for the 
Union for • ,.8'emina~7 for .. shiva for dormi
tories, for libraries; drives for the enorah <frganization, 
for tudent ongregations, for Bureaus of Jewish Educa
tion, for the Chautauqua ... ~ /n each instance the rabbi 
is appealed to first for his active cooperation. In some 
cases he is compelled to initiate these drives himself; in 
others he becomes their propagandist, and in still others he 
is the actual solicitor ... 

Furthermore, Jewish congregational life, far from being 
departmentalized, is sadly centralized. The rabb), espe
cially in the reform congregation, is ;0arshan, "elamed 

hazan and $}iamos all in one. In view of these multi
tudinous and harassing responsibilities, it is not surprising 
that the rabbi's hours of study and meditation are few in 
number, and that this paucity reflects itself in the quality 
of his preaching and writing. 

Still, a er ditable Ii t may be drawn up of American 
rabbis who have done meritoriou work even in the field 
of Jewish scholarship. There is of cours , no Zunz or 
Geiger among th m as yet, but Zun and Geigers are 
rather rare throughout the Jewish world to-day, and 
American Israel will require a considerably longer period 
of germination before it will produce scholars of such 
magnitude. Two hundred years of semination preceded the 
first efflorescence of Jewish genius in Spain. "America 
has not yet produced one great poet," is the criticism which 
Thomas Jefferson undertakes to answer in his "Notes on 
Virginia." "When we shall have existed as a people as 
long as the Greeks did before they produced a Homer, the 
Romans a Virgil, the French a Racine and a Voltaire, the 
English a Shakespeare and a Milton, should this reproach 
be still true, we will inquire from what unfriendly causes 
it has proceeded" ' ... ~ Still, fine and valuable work in 
Jewish scholarship has already been done by some of the 
graduates of the American theological schools, such as 
Finkelstein, Kaplan, Efros, A. ewman, Epstein, \Vax!, 
man, Levinthal, Enelow, Frisch, Blau, L. I. Newman, 
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Englander, Philipson, Linficld, Cali ch, Morgen tern, 
Cohon, Max and Jacob Raisin, Rhine, Rosenau, Bcttan, Cronbach, Frechof, and others, who e work cannot be dismissed with a supercilious shrug of the shoulder. 

\Vhen the press of community work wiH ease up, when 
Jewish laymen wiM in larger numbers take over the ad-
ministrative tasks which are rightfully theirs, and when 

_,,, 
congregational life witt become more departmentalized, 
American rabbis will be able, as they are eager, to devote themselves more definitely to their essential prerogatives -•~o learn and to teach." /\' 

In passini, we wish to remark that when we speak of American ,Rabbis we do not ref er to the vaudevillians in 
the pulpit. Unfortunately there are some Rabbis who have 
cheapened and vulgarized the Jewish pulpit, by sacrificing the timeless for the "timely" in their discour cs, by pander .. 
ing to Jewish morbidities in the choice of their theme , by 
weekly recourse to struts, antics and noi e. On the bulle
tins of some of the larger synagogue of America it has 
become increa ingly rare to find a subj ct , hich does not 
have a distinctly "Christian" angle, a avor of the ever
palatable "prejudice" theme, or the "kick" of the latest 
play. Fortunately such pulpits are not typical, and some day, when a few conscientious laymen in the pews will 
bestir themselves sufficiently to express their di gust, the 
heroic occupants of these pulpits will beat a hasty re treat. -

I 
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VI 

I the catalogue of Jewish self-laudations, Mr. Cohen 
places the idea of the "mission of Israel." 

1'he claim of Israel to a prima donna role 
among the nations is totally presumptuous and is, as 
a matter of fact, ignored by the world. To a mind with 
the least regard for truth it is obvious that Israel is 
not the primal moral force to which all the peoples 
look for guidance, the spring of all modern philosophy, 
science and letters, the intellectual aristocrat in a 
heathen world, the exclusive repository of the spiritual 
resources of mankind. There are only the slimmest 
evidences of fact to support these hifalutin pretenses. 
To maintain these notions is to be guilty of the most 
preposterous nonsense; to believe them is to cherish 
the most palpable delusions (p. 434) . 

Per contra one would like to give the conclusions of a 
non-Jewish int llectual - Matthew mold: "As long 
as the world lasts all who want to ma ·e progrc s in rightT 
eousness will come to Israel for inspir tion, as to the 
people who have had the sense for right ousnc s most 
glowing. and strongest." And of still anoth r non-Jewish 
writer ;; Leo Tolstoi: "The Jew is that sacred being who 
has brought down from heaven the everlasting fire and has 
illumined with it the entire world. Be is the religious 
source, spring and fountain, out of which all the rest of the 
peoples have drawn their beliefs and their religions." 

In order to make out a case Mr. Cohen subtly smuggles 
in a few prerogatives which the Jew never claimed. o 
sane Jew ever maintained that Israel was "the spring of 
all modern philosophy, science, and letters, the intellectual 
aristocrat in a heathen world, the exclusive repository of 
the spiritual resour<r5---of mauki.ad." Erasmus' phrase 
comes to mind: The. gentleman "is rai ing devils only to 
have tne ere 1 o aying them." The Jew has maintained 
that his racial genius has expressed itself most fully in 
moral and religious values, and that it is his historic obliga-
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tion to teach them by precept and example to the world. 
In these he has been teacher; in all else he has been disciple. 
Every great historic people from the ancient Greeks to the 
modern Anglo-Saxons has been con cious to a greater or 
less degree of some particular potency with which its 
corporate life was endowed, and which constituted it 
supreme though not exclusive contribution to mankind. 

Mr. Cohen errs when he assumes that the ideal of the 
mission of Israel is a recent discovery. He su pects that he 
is in error, and he seeks refuge in a footnote, hoping to 
prove by means of dexterous ~rushrf" that the ancient 
ideal of the mission and the modern are the same but 
different. The ,Shibboleths of the newer psychology are 
all mustered: inferiority complex, defense mechani m, etc., 
etc. But the rooted and disconcerting fact nevertheless 
remains, that consistently through th age for more than 
twenty-five centuries the Jew has stressed and under• 
scored his mission to the gentile . There is a c rtain 
sacred objectivity to a fact which even clever intell ctuals 
ought not to tamper with. It as not Geiger or Hold 
heim or Einhorn who invented the phras : 

"And ye shall be unto me a kin dom of priests and / 
a ol nation," (E od • 19: 6.) ---- / 

Or, "The remnant o acob shall be in the midst o 
many peoples as dew from the Lord, as showers upon 
_he grass," (Micllla 5~ 6.) 

Or, "Behold my servant, whom I uphold; mine 
elect, in whom my soul delighteth; I have put my 
spirit upon him. He shall make the right to go forth 
to the nations ..... I the Lord have called thee in 
righteousness, and have taken hold of thy right hand, 
and kept thee and set thee for a covenant of the 
people, for a light of the nations. To open the blind 
eyes, to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon, and 
them that sit in darkness out of the prison house " 
(~ 42; 1, 6-7 ), 
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Our apocryphal and apocalyptic literature fairly rings 
with this theme. The great mi sionary activity carri d 

n by the J ws in the c nturies immediately preceding and 
following the beginning of the Christian era was inspired by 
this idealism, and the whole mes ianic saga of our race is 
surcharged with this imperial faith. -::.. 

The leaders of modern .reform Judaism simply r~mpha
sized this ancient Jewish icteal. Their error was in assuming 
that this ideal was opposed to Jewish nationalism, whereas 
in reality it is inextricably intertwined with it. Deutero:. 
Isaiah, who of all Jews most eloquently vocalized this mis• 
sionary aspiration, was of all Jews the most nationalistic 
and "Palestinian." A people need not expatriate itself in 
order to be apostolic, and universalism and nationalism 
rightly conceived are, of course, never antithetical. 

Religion was the sole reason why the Jew persisted in 
maintaining his identity in the world. I have searched 
high and low in Jewish literature to discover evidences 
that the Jew truggl d to remain a Jew amidst adverse 
circumstances in order that he might de elop a. great 
"synagogue architecture, mural paintings and frescoe , 
an<l sculpture in wood and brass, works in silver, goldJand 
other metals . . . and the old ignboards of Poli h 
Jewry." ;vatchman, \ hat of the Day? p. 15 ) , I find 
nowhere that the Jew objected to intermarriage with other 
peoples (a practice which would of course have destroyed 
him) on the ground that the resultant racial admixture 
would produce less gifted musicians or scientists or writers. 
There was but one reason throughout the ages: "Lest he 
will turn away thy son from following Me, that they may 
s rve other gods" (Deut. 7. 3.) , The Jew persisted in 
racial uniqueness in order to preserve the integrity of his 
faith. Loyalty to the faith spelled loyalty to the race. 
\ hen the American Jew will abandon his faith he will 
swiftly and surely assimilate. He will intermarry with the 
peoples about him, and he will destroy himself racially, 
and no quantum of Jewish music and Jewish art or books on 
Jewish literature and philosophy will be potent enough to 
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save him. The anti-religious Jew will b the fir t to go, a 
he alway has been. The r ligiously indiff r nt Jew will 
linger on by she r force of inertia until the r lent.le. s a imi
tative fore s wiH scatter and overwhelm him too. The 
secular nationali t will endure until such times as his 
ideology deriv d from the segregated and compact J cwish 
community life of Eastern Europe is dissipat d by the 
dissolving influences of American life. Even the strong 
appeal which Palestine is making to.day to many of our 
people will not prove sufficient to command their loyalty in 
the days to come. The establishment of a strong Jewish 
Commonwealth in Palestine will not accomplish the 
miracle of preservation for t e American Jew. The xi t/ 
ence of a great German '.:F. therland has not kept the Sf 
Germans in the nited States from assimilating. The 
Jew in the United States will not long remain ither a 
Yiddi hist or a Hebrai t, in the technical sen e in which 
the proponents of cultural pluralism understand the t rm . 
Only the religious Jew who will continue steadfa t to his 
faith will con erve and carry on the culture and the tradi-
tions of I rael. The rest will di appear, as th y always 
hav , as they inevitably must. In oth r word , J udai -m, 
far from being "a small part of the total f uln • of the 
life of the Jewish people which I H rac 1. I all en am 
accustomed to call H braism" (p. 557) is in reality its very 
heart and life blood. 

This ideal of the Mission sustained and inspirited the 
Jews throughout their troubled and checkered career. To 
what degree they remained faithful to it, let their martyred 
dead bear witness; let all the great social movements of 
mankind which felt the impact of Israel's dynamic spirit, 
surging and creative in living men and women through 
two thousand years, bear witness; let the Cross and the 
£rescent bear witness - for they kindled their torches at 
the sacred fir s of our altars; 1 t the Renaissance and the 
Reformation bear witness, for in the intellectual pr para
tion for the one the Jew played not an inconsiderable role, 
and in the ideology of the other a most decisive role; let all 
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the mighty movements for social righteousness of the last 
century bear witness: "Whatever there is in modern· 
civilization that is making for human fraternity, what ~ 

...:,,,, 

ever religious aspiration is calling men to a higher sense 
of duty, wherever men and women are toiling to prove 
that humanity is a great brotherhood, there we find men 
living, acting, thinking under the influence of these leaders 
of Hebrew thought " (Baldwin, ~our Modern Debt to 
~. -pp. 202-3 . And_!here, too, th~ wnter mig"fu have 
added are to be found ta day Jewish men and women who. 
propelled consciously or unconsciously by that same racial 
urge towards malchuth shomayim, • are carrying in a 
hundred fields of human endeavor the message and the 
mission of their people. 

What is to be gained by pooh-poohing this ideal, by 
cheapening it in our own eyes and in the eyes of our 
children? \Vhat have we to substitute for it? 'Will an 
argument like the following prove more effective in arousing 
Jews to heroic self-preservation and self-fulfillment? "We 
are a pretty ordinary lot; we have no particular mission to 
the world; we are possessed of quite commonplace virtues, 
and therefore - let us write histories about ourselves, en
dow Foundations for Jewish Research and establish Chairs 
of Jewish learning in American universities in order to 
inform the world about these middling qualities and these 
indifferent contributions of our race." .. _ . -

Do not wisdom and policy rather dictate even as truth 
warrants a renewed accentuation of this ancient motif 
in modern Jewish life? Ought we not to challenge our 
people to day, as they were challenged of old, to nobler 
living and thinking, to personal righteousness and com
munity service, on the basis of this historic mandate? Will 
not an enkindled desire to serve and to hel1;z.__ bring with it 
an impassioned will to live? ls not Spinoza's proposition as 
valid for peoples as for individuals? "No one can desire 
to be blessed, to act well, or live well, who at the same 
time does not desire to be, to act, and to live, that is, 
actually, to exist.,. 

( 
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The mission ideal of I rael is neither apology nor vain,:..., 
glory. It concerns the non:]ew only a the bject; it con
cerns the Jew as the subject of the s rvice. The Jew is to 
serve. The Jew is called upon to undertake the burdens 
the self-discipline and the crucifixions of moral leadet.., 
ship. Leadership is a crown, to be ure, but a crown of 
thorns. ---- It is not by strutting and declaiming that 
a people leads, but by the forceful example of sacrificial 
loyalty to great ideals, by holy lives and consecrated pur
poses. Is there a worthier ideal to hold up before our 
people? 

VII 
~ BOTH Mr. Cohen and Mr. Hurwitz lament the in 

difference of the Jewish intellectuals to Judaism. 
They are not very clear a to who the e intellectuals 

are who ha e thu drifted a, ay. On is inclined to think 
that the whole concept of the Jewish "intcllig nt ia" in 
America needs a great deal of 'deciph ring." One us
pects, that like the "American proletariat" and the "Ameri
can pea antry," they imply do not exi t. 11 three terms 
are borrowed from other civilizations, and from totally dif
ferent social stratification . Pre umably, the writers refer 
to the educated Jews, principally the college-bred men and 
women. It has not at all b en established that the ad 
herence of these men and women to the synagogue and to 
Jewish communal life in general is , eaker than that of 
any other class in Jewry. \Ve cannot judge of the Jewi h 
community of ew York. There all problems are fright 
fully complicated by the sheer size and unwieldiness of the 
group and by its amorphous character, and one cannot 
readily get at the facts. E en there one is likely to find 
large numbers of educated and professional Jews in the 
synagogue, in the Zionist movement, at the head of educa
tional enterprises, in community centers and else, here. 
One is in position to judge a little more accurately of the 
smaller and less chaotic center of Jewi h population, and 
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one is likely to find there that college men and women have 

affiliated themselves with the synagogue in numbers 

relatively greater than those of other classes. The Jewish 

community of Cleveland is the fourth largest in the United 

States, containing some 90,000 souls. I speak of Cleveland 

not because it is different but because it i 1:EJ. different. 

It has been reliably estimated that nearly 75 per cent of the 

Jewish professional men - doctors, lawyers, teachers, 

architects, etc.- are members of some temple or syna

gogue, their number relatively far exceeding that of other 

Jewish groups. Many of these professional men and 

many other non-professional college men are on the boards 

and on the important committees of religious institutions 

of Cleveland, on the boards of the Bureau of Jewish 

Education, the Zionist organization, the B'nai Brith, and 

numerous Jewish social agencies. Many college women 

are leaders in the activitie of the temple si terhooc.ls and 

the Council of Jewi h \Vomen. There i no outer com

pulsion forcing the e people to affiliate them el e , ith the 

synagogue; such affiliation yield no mo etary returns 

and is not effected by the in i tence of public opinion. One 

cannot, of course, measure the quality of the religious 

sincerity of these men and women, nor the intensity of 

their Jewishness. It is enough that they wish to belong to 

a J ewi h religious institution, to send their children to its 

school, to support its activities, and to attend its rvices 

whenever the spirit moves them. Wherever Jewish com

munity life has had a chance to organize itself, it has not 

failed to attract the Jews of higher educational and cul

tural attainments to a degree comparable 
1
and in many 

instances surpassing that of any other class. 
To be sure, there are many educated Jews who are not 

. members of the synagogue, just as there are tens of thou

sands of Jewish workingmen and Jewish businessmen who -are not; but it is not necessarily their education which has 

estranged them from Judaism, nor, as the critics are ini:.,... 

dined to believe, the absence of good text,-books on Juda

ism or authoritative Jewish scholarship. Many educated 
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Jews, quite like their confreres who have received no 

academic training, are too busy grubbing for a living or 

making money or wallowing in the pleasures and excita

tions of our age, to think of anything outside of their 

vocation, their ambitions nd their delectations. Still others 

find membership in a distinguishable and protestant 

minority too difficult a burden to bear. It is not easy to 

be a Jew. Under the most favorable conditions, the road 

which the Jew must travel is a thorny·one, and thousands 

seek, as thousands have sought, the primrose path which 

leads to assimilation, partial for themselves, complete for 

their children. 
It is therefore idle to believe that, given more books on 

Jewish law, history, philosophy and art, these fair;;weather 

gentlemen who cannot bear the strain of Jewish indi

viduality will eagerly return, shouting in joyous refrain: 

"Hallelujah, we have seen the light!" German Jewry has 

had the ad ntages of Juedische \Vissenschaft for nearly 

a century - great scholars, great teachers and great books 

-' and yet apostasy, intermarriage, indifference_ and 

cynicism are more rampant among its intell ctuals to day 

than ~ver before. ------- --
Th;--alienationtrom Jewry and Judaism r suiting from 

the deprivations inherent in the lot of a disfa •ored minority 

is particularly in evidence in the case of tha t smaller group 

ofJewi h intellectual to whom the writ rs may be referring 

',ii the authors, journalists, artists, philosophers, profes

sors, etc. Many of these have eschewed Judaism and the 

Jew not because they do not know their people (for a 

goodly number of them hail from good old-fa hioned Jewish 

homes, from distinctly Jewish environments, and some of 

them actually received orthodox Jewish training), but 

because they do no wish to know. There are richer 

pastures elsewhere ' . higher rewards, both social 

and monetary. It is onry after these intellectuals are dis

illusioned, after they discover that the anticipated rewards 

are not forthcoming, that they return to the welcoming 
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fold of Israel, a bit saddened and mbitl red and a bit 

overzealou . . . 
One of the strange notions of tr. Coh n i that , rit r 

like Robert ~athan, author of "Jonah," and Lawrence 

Langn r, author of "Mo ,"' misrepresent the Jew in their 

writing; or that such men as Alexander Goldenweiser hate 

Jewi h culture and scorn the hope of Jewish renaissance,. 

becau e, for ooth, "we have neglected to mak easy of 

access to searchers such as these the treasures of our tradi

tion." There seems to be a confu ion in metaphor here. 

Searchers for truth are not retarded in their pursuit after 

truth by the fact that truth is not easy of access. They 

search for truth. On Dr. Goldenweiser's venality Mr. 

Elisha Friedman has already thrown a very revealing light, 

(Menorah Journal, August, 1925.). 1ore need not be said. 

But concerning the others, on wonder whether Sche h .. 

ter could not ha •e illumined the author of ' lo " on the 

true meaning of Jewish legalism if the latt r had taken the 

trouble to consult his works: or could not bad Ha~m's 

"'Moses" or Cornitl' rr 1o c " or even Philo's 'On the Life 

of._Jv1oses.,... (all available in English), or numerous other 

essays which any Jewi h librarian would have put at hi 

di posal have given him the truth if he had really sought 

to know the truth instead of. popularizing a stupid fiction. 

But then Mr. Langner gi es his own case away when he 

frankly acknowledges that he built his character of Moses 

"not upon the actual life of Mo e as told in the Old Testa

ment, but upon the preconceptions of the theater audi

ences" . (Introduction to "Mose /' page IX) . And 

is not this also true of Mr. Nathan? It has evidently not 

occurred to the critic that the mere publication of books 

does not insure their being read . • ~ • 

But the height of grotesquene s is reached by Mr. 

Cohen when he states that Mr. Mencken, of the American 

lf ercu.ry, who rec ntly declared that "the religion of the 

Jews is probably the most murderous ever h ard of in 

history," was driven to this conclu ion becau~e the latter 

"never found available in a form palatable to gentleman of 
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his intelligence account - or th originals on which they 

are ba ed - of th history, literature and religion of the 

Jews." Poor Mr. Mencken, more sinned against than 

sinning! Dare one ask whether the books of the prophets 

and the _psalms in their English version were acceptable 

to this gentleman's aristocratic palate? And did th se 

give him the impression that the Jewish religion is the 

most murderous ever heard of? \ ould a reading of 

Schechter's "Studies," Kohler's ''Theology," Lazarus' 

''Ethics of Judaism," belson's "Immanence of God in 

Rabbinic Literature, ... Butterweiser's "Prophets of Israel," 

or Graetz's "History" or the Jewish prayer.book, or even 

the numerous articles on the hi tory, religion and litera

ture of the J cw in the Jewish Encyclopedia (all a ailable in 

English), have given this eminent critic that exalted opinion 

of our faith? Or mu t th se writings first be recast in the 

style of the American f erc11ry and The Smart Set before 

this Sybaritic the logian ,, ill deign to be tow upon them 

a pas ing glance? gain, Ir. 1 nck n undoubte lly 

r a<ls erman, and in the vast Jewi h literatur written in 

that language he undoubtedly could ha e di ver d some 

material by which to tc t his _cholarl_ onclu ions. The 

fact of the matter i , that in the fac of !is f ul ignorance 

and boundle s m ndacity the !mighty Him ·elf is help-

le s . .. .. 

VIII 

D
R. K.! LLE 'S review of mcrican J ewi h life is 

no le_s superficial. His argument runs something 

like this: Judaism can hardly survive in the 

nited States, for all the three classes into which he 

divides merican Jewry how clear signs of decay. The 

working cla ses are not interested in the transmi ion of 

Judaism to their children. The middle cla se , larg ly 

compo ed of Ea European con rvative or rthodox 

Jews who because they take gr at r chances in usine s 

and are therefore in greater need of the grace of God, are 

28 



e 7 

more r ligious. They are to be credited with whateYCr of 

J wi h activity there i in the nit d tat ; but their 

children do not follo, in th ir fool tcp • Aud the pros

perous native Jews of West, European origin, among 

whom are to be numbered the reform J ws, show least 

promise. ;the reform J wish group hardly ever sends one 

of its sons into the rabbinat although on the authority of 

Dr. Morgenstern, president'. of the Ilebrew Union College, 

we have it that nearly 60% of the tudent body of the 

Hebrew Union College come from cform Jewi h home *). 

-its children graduate from the unday chool ,into an 

indifference to Judaism (although the large majority of 

them seem to find their way into congregational affiliation. 

Of the forty-five members on the board of the two r form 

congregations of Cleveland, twenty , ere educated in th 

r ligious schools of these templ s. This is true of many 

of the older congregation .) 
Dr. Kallen's summary is very d rk, indeed. "The J ws 

of merica fall with r pect to J udai m into three broad 

division , none of which hows any seed of a vital f utur 

Judaism." And what is the r medy, if any? Make 

Judais·m more rel vant to modern life (the attlercry of 

•or. l\lorgcnstern writes: " ou will under,,tand t t it i • not easy 

to determine e. actly whether a student of the olk comes [rom a 

Reform Jewish home or Sabbath chool, or not, ince there are various 

gradation from Orthodoxy, through on ervati m, to R form. How~ 

e er, I have gone over the pre ent enrollment of our student carefully 

and find that approximately 65 out of about 105 students come from 

what I fe I ju tified in calling Reform home and environments. 

Furthermore, of thi year's entering cla I hav look d up the records 

and find that 1 students were born in thi country and O were born 

abroad, one of them in England. Thi la t student comes from a 

.typical Reform Jewish home. Of course not all of the eighteen who 

were born in this country an be said to come from strictly Reform 

homes, but the great majority unquestionably do so. 

'1 find thi : that each year, as i quite natural, the percentage of 

students born abroad decreal>E!s teadily, and corre pondingly, the 

perc ntage of tudents born in thi country increa es. Furthermore, 

with thi development there i likcwi e a teady, though not a rapid, 

increase in the percentage of student who come from Reform homes. 

The percentage is now approximately 60'7o from Reform home , wh re 

as a few years ago it was, I am sure, not over 40 to ·1 ~ '7o." 

1 
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the earlier reformers!). All the educational institutions of 
Ju a1sm should be given "a specific contemporary relevan
cy." The rabbi and teachers should become aware that 
they are Ii ing "in a·world of which industry, trade, science, 
the movies, the radio, and the press., are the dynamic ub
stance immediate and compelling." And what a shock 
this will prove to those innocent, cloistered American rab
bis who are so utterly unaware of these amazing facts! 

And who is responsible for thi9 intellectual isolation of 
the American rabbis, thus disco ered to be so naive and 
unconver ant? Why, the rabbinical seminaries! They 
are "intellectual morgues dedicated to the anatomy of the 
dead past of language and law and history." All these 
subjects should be scrapped or r legated to professional 
scholars. The rabbinical seminaries where "J udai tic 
ministers" are train d should become in a manner annexes 
to the ~ w School for ocial R earch ;'""' Jewish cholar• 
ship should be separated from the ministry (Dr. Kallen, 
to my knowledge, is the first man to complain that American 
rabbis uffer from too much scholar~hip) ; they hould be 
in tructed more in the Jewish pr nt and le s in the 
Jcwi h past. They should be taught the stru ture and func
tions of J wi h communities and their institution ..., (Al
though sp ialization in this field b long more logically, it 
seems to Wi, to the profc ion of the J ewi h so ial worker, 
and these subjects should occupy the chief place in the 
curriculum of "'1'he Training School for J e, ish Social 
\\ ork-and similar institutions.) The rabbis should also 
be trained in psychopathology, so as to understand, we 
assume, why Jewish literati must first become amateur 
"goyim before they become profe sional "Hebraists" ♦ 

"A training school for J udaist ministers, in a word, would 
familiarize its trainees with that total fulness of the life of 
the Jewish p ople which I a1 accu tomed to call Hebraism, 
and of whi h Judaism is a part and but a small part." 

But just what this sadly attenuated Judaism is, or is to be, 
or why it i at all, Dr. Kall n do s not take the trouble to 
state. The impres ion one gam is that Dr. Kallen's 
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Judaism is expressed in terms of a modicum of knowledge 

of Jewish history, literature (principally modern), and of 

the structure and needs of modern community life. From 

a rather difficult sentence at the do e of his article one may 

also infer that the sole function of this Judaism in the 

"total fulness of the life of the Jewish people" is to assuage 

pathological di turbances wit in the Jewish group when 

ever such disturbances occur~ in other words, /a sort of 

patent soothing-s rup. "He (the rabbi will be able to 

bring it Judaism rele antly to bear on that device for 

the enhancement of ecurity and the assuagement of 

fear which is the Jew's own, and which is peculiarly suited, 

therefore, to the idiosyncrasy of whatever pathological 

condition of mood arises within the structure and behavior 

patterns of Jewish groups." 
\\e have already indicated what our conception of the 

role of J udai m in J ewi h life is. \Ve insi t that it is not 

p ripheral but focal. Furtherm re, in common with all 

other "J udai t " we find that at the heart four faith cer

tain ~s ntial do trincs touching God and man' relation 

to God, and Providence and Prayer - doctrines , ·hich do 

not e en appear on the farthest horizons of Dr. Kallen's 

di sertation. \\ hatever lse Judaism may be, it i surely 

first and foremost a faith and a theology. Its m sage is 

primarily to the individual and then to the community. 

It cone ms it elf with the fundamental spiritual needs of 

human beings, the need of God, the need of communion 

with God, and the need of an invincible hope in the ulti

mate triumph of the moral order. It seeks to organize the 

life of man around a central motivating faith in a Supreme 

Intelligence, who is source and sanction of all the moral 

a pirations of man; it defines the ritual of God's wor hip as 

justice, ve.,and piety, and points to the rewards of His 

worship - p ace, strength for life' struggles, confidence 

in the midst of defeat. It ha a ision, too, and a program 

for the whole community of Israel, "to perfect the world 

according to the pattern of the Kingdom of God." It also 



pr sents an international code of morality based on brother 
_./ hood and peace. 

Institutions, ther for , which undertake the training of 
ministers who are to preach these ideals must first apply 
themselves to the inculcation of these ideals among their 
student ; they must convince them of the reality of these 
spiritual values, and they must inspire them with glowing 
zeal to live by them and for them, to shape their own lives 
after their pattern, and to help others to shape their liv s 
accordingly. To thi end the whole sacred literatur of 
Israel is to be utilized as text, the whole range of Jewish 
experience, the complete records of the searchings and 
gropings of the mind and soul of Israel as revealed in the 
writings of our philosophers, poets and preachers. "Be
hold within thee the long train of thy Trophi s, not with
out thee." This is basic. But il is not exclusive. \\ hat
ever of truth bearing upon the e tremendous purpose may 
be gleaned from the literature of ther oplcs, from ci nc , 
art.and philo ophy, must be utilized for correction, clarifica
tion_.,and interpretation. To be sure, rah Ji who arc to 
carry on their ministry of piri tual lead in in a modern 
world must have a sound uncle landing f the problems 
of modern society and of the :pccific p oblems of J wi ·h 
ociety, in order that their work may relevant and ef-

ficient. From our acquaintance with the exi ting theological 
institutions we are convinced that serious attention is 
being increasingly given to these subjects. The seminaries 
are supplementing the economic and sociologic studies 
which their students take in the universities by special tlf. _ / 
courses in the specific--Tewish ommunity, problems. .::.:::::J 
Perhaps there should be more of these courses, but certain 
ly the more ought not to loom so large as to crowd out 
the basic theologic, historic 'a.nd literary studies. The 
aim must always be to prepare the men not for executive 
positions in social agencies, a task which rightly belongs 
to other institutions, nor for the position of arbiter in 
specific economic disputes which daily arise in American 
life, concerning which only the expert economist or sociol-



ogi t can to day speak with any authority, but for the 
• -prophetic preachment of the basic spiritual truths of 

human experience, for the all -important work of morally 
sen itizing men and women to such a pitch that when a 
situation arises involving a clear moral issue, whether in 
their private life or in their civic, national or industrial life, 
they will be moved to choose the good and eschew the evil. 

IX 

DR. KALLE 'Sill-tempered criticism of the modern 
rabbi deserves only passing notice. vVe submit 

( 

that an a sertion such as, "They the rabb~ 

;;.
fi c.. de elop into public flatterers of the powers on which th ir 

/ livelihood depends," is unfair and utterly unbecoming the 

!

. ~ ci ntific t mper of a eker after truth. This is spl en 
- - and Yenom and the settling of ol<l scores . . . not truth! 

It would appear from th" , sta em nt that the meri an 
rabbi , who e average income ar I • than those of a 
moderately succ sf ul junk ea er or pan s manufacturer, 
are o crippled and incompetent that they could not arn 
a living el ewhere, but tha y must depend on the 
ministry for their livelihood, even at the co t of spiritual 
degradation. It seems to grieYe this Professor that the 
prosperous Je, ish communities of America ar , in some 
instances, making it possible for a rabbi and his family 
to maintain a tolerably decent standard of Ji ing. Even 
Moses in his day seems to have had his Kallens. \Vhen,.y 
e er he entered the Tent of the Meeting, the Rabbis say, 
there were men who were wont to cry out: "Look at his 
fat limbs and the sleekness of his body! his food and drink 
are of the Jews, and all that he has are o( the Jews" 

::, ,- • (T. Jer. Shek. v. 2). 
S 1 Af '\ ,----:>~ Similarly puerile is the slur cast by the writer on the 
----- --- young men who are attend in, the various theological 

schools in order to prepare t •m elves for the ministry 
"They have b en brib d in t< • he rabbinate." The fact 
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that learning to be a rabbi u ually cost nothing, and that 
the prof sion calls for no gr at phy ical or int llcctual 
xertion, and the relfttiYely high income are the rea ons 

given why these young men have chosen their ocations. 
Judging from the low estimate which the Profe. sor ha 
of his fell ow Jews, one wonder why, in the face of all th se 
alluring inducements, our theological schools arc not o r 
run with students .... Were the emolument so high and 
the "ease and security of a rabbi's life" so certain, "bribe " 
would not be nece sary. The fact of the matter is that the 
ministry does not offer the ease and security and the rich 
incomes which the average young man choosing a car er 
quite naturally con ider . It hold out none of the glamor. 
ous financial prospects which the succ ssf ul practice of 
law or medicine or busine s does. The Profe. sor is p rhaps 
misled in his financial baromet r by the relatively high 
incomes of a few metropolitan rabbis (who probably would 
have done quite a well, if not better, fin ncially, in other 
walk of life). The a cragc is not at all ~o attractive. 

ne need but visit the homes of mcric u rab i • ;;- rtho
dox, ~onservativc or ,reform - from one nd of th country 
to the other, to realize how very modest the home are 
and to what tinting and craping th m n are ft n 
r duced by the nee ity of keeping up a standar<l of living 
which their communities d mand of them. And a for 
"ea e and security," a eritable tyro in the ministry could 
give the rofe sor ome pointers .... 

The children of well-to-do Jews are not going into the 
mini try to.day any more than they are going into the 
profession of teaching or ocial work or the arts. Very 
few of them are now going into any profession exc pt the 
law, which ha its "busine " angle. . It would be of 
interest to know whether the students of the ew chool 
,f. Social Research are recruited from the ranks of America's 
multi illionaires. ____ Well-to-do parents want their 
children to enter into their own tablished busine s 
concerns or into some other busine s in , hich they can 
help them. othing so fantastic as the ministry occurs 
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to them. It is the children f the poor who ar som times 

attracted to the ministry or to social work or t teaching 

or to the car er of an artist. This ha always be n o. 

"Take care of the children of the poor, for the Torah 

emanates from them." 

X 

I conclusion, a word about Jewish unity and Jewish 

leadership in America, the lack of which is so sadly 

lamented by many. 
Throughout the writings of Cohen, Kallen..,,and Hurwitz, 

one finds a pathetic hankering after organic unity in 

American Israel. Each one blandly a sumes that the dif

ferences which exist are light, and could be ca ily composed 

if the rabbis wer not such bungl r , or if the • cminarics 

were not such morgue , or if some great 1 ader would 

arise who by the wav of some magi , and would r inte

grate the scatter d life of our peopl . Thu Ir. Hunvitz 

writes: "Third, and thi is the ba ic vil - there i no 

real leader hip in Am rican Jewry; no 1 ad r~hip that, 

tran cending all the variou pr ailing ects, parti s and 

propaganda , possesses th· intelligence to sec JcwU1 lif 

steadily and as a whole, with all its genuine n eds and 

stirring potentialities; religion and culture and philanthr py 

and industry, Diaspora and Zion; or posse ing th m• 

telligence, has the courag and energy to bring m rican 

Jews to serve all of these needs integrally together." 

Rabbi Joel Blau, !n his thoughtful paper "The Ca e 

of Jewish Education," which appear d in the AI enorah 

Journal of February, 1925, is moved by a simila~y tic 

faith: "I look forward to the time wh n ome great leader 

in Israel, be he rabbi or layman, will recall our p ople 

from this (as historic r ckoning goes) momentary aberra

tion, will recall it to sanity and wisdom. nd then, if we 

cannot entirely aboli h our r ligious differences, mainly 

centering in questions of religious etiquette, we will look 
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upon them with an eye so steadily directed to truth that 

the e minor point , ill cease to count. f ter that we shall 

be ready to build a real Jewish Educational Institute, to 

serve as a center for Jews of all varieties. One House for 

the entire Hous hold of I rael !" 
But all this is frightfully naive. There is no Jewish 

community in the world, unless it be in the small back• 

water centers, untouched by modern life, where such a 

unity exists. There is much less unity in the great centers 

of J wish life, in Poland and in Ru sia, than there is in 

the nited States. The Jewi h communities there are 

split most deci i ely along numerous nationalistic, economic 

and religious lines. At times the political emergencies of a' 
minority group will weld them together into a temporary 

truce, but they pos css neither a central authority, an 

acknowledged leadership, a common purpo e nor a common 

pr gram. Thi · i true abo of the countri s in Western 

Europe. E" rywhue Jewry has it nationafo,ts and its 

assimilationi ts, its Yi<ldi c;hi ts and it H brai ·t ·, its 

moderni t and it fundamcntali · t , it J icti ts and its 

atheist , it radi als and its bourgeoi ic, its l:he i ts and 

its banker·; and as th proce s of ularization on th one 

hand and r ligious individualization n the oth r on

tinue , th r will still greater cliff ·r ntia ti n among the 

( 

groups in Jewry. Thi i true of all p oplc • It is also true 

of the Jewish p ople. It is ry urj.).cieing that men who, 

l

/ f _ . like the distinguish d editor of the Ienorah Journal, cor

r ctly under tand that Israel is a people and not merely a 

-;,) ( ' . religious c mmunity do not bear this fact in mind. 

religious ect may ha e ,!!:- leader; a p ople has leaderst with 

various and opposing programs in all the departments of 

national life and thought. people is divided fifty ways 

as regards the leadcrs-wM1fR it h os sand the ideals~ 

it chaos s to follow. The Yiddi h bolshcvists of Rus ia 

and the Ru sian Zioni ts alike r cognize that the Jews con

stitute a distinctive thnic group. But what a gulf there 

exists betwc n their purpo and program - and what 

hostility! The fizrachi and the gu<lath I ra 1 have the 
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same Shu! an Aruch in common, and y t even in Pal -
tine they need must have their own communities and their 
own leader::. - and no love i lost between them. 

,-, 
The plain duty of the thoughtful American Jew to ay 

is to disco er for himself the particular interpretation of 
Jewish life which appeals to him, and affirmatively to follow 
it through, joining with others of like mind in an effort to 
make that view and that tendency as dominant in Jewish 
life as possible. There will never be "a comprehensive 
vision and compelling leadership in American Jewry," any 
more than there is in American life in general or in the life 
of any civilized people. 

There will take place from time to time a p oling of 
resource when common intere t , chiefly political and 
economic, are at stake, when anti-Semitic propaganda or 
unfa orable ]cgi lation threaten the ccurity of all the 
groups, or when humanitarian scntim nt mal· a c mmon 
appeal. t times the arious religiou - group- in J wry 
will meet in conference to foster educational ag ncie who 
programs are acc ·ptable to them all. But b nd this 
commendable II pportuni. m," it is folly to e.·p ct solidarity 
and unity in American Israel. 

I 
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UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 
ANN ARBOR 

DEPARTMENT OF ECONOMICS 

Rab~ i ba Hillel ilvLr , 
The T ple, 
E 105th ad sel Rd., 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

ear ..i. l ver : 

October 1, 1926. 

I have just read vith great interest and 
r, le .sure your fine aper, "thy do the Heathen Rage'?" 
",'hile all of the str:ct es of Cohen, Kallen, nd 
uur1i tz are not entirely un ounded, it ,as good to have 
you p~t the controversy in its proper pi-fepective , it 
a sane "!d s ), • stic"' ted, as •,ell "" d e_ l idealistic, 
ap roach . 1 ~ e story ·h • ch you ell • fore ·1ord has 
f • l led me with ru. ze .1ent , and I urn ~ously a',7ai ti 0 

word frc Hu :7i tz as to his rer..so or so un 'ort te a 
depart e from the ~.renorah tradi t i o • I am very ·lad th t 
your paper is receivin~ 1:de distr· utio . 

'.'!i th ·ran11 regards and best wishes , 

incerely ~ours, 

8.E. 

I. 1 . Sharf .ian 
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CONGREGATION BETll EL 

DETROIT 

Oct. 4th, 1926 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
c/ o The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

My dear Colleague: 

1 
• 

I want to thank you very sincerely for sending 
me your splendid pamphlet recently published, 
under the title "Why Do the Heathens Rage?" 

I have read it through from ~over to cover with 
the utmost interest. It is a brave and timely 
document. I believe that every member of the 
rabbinate should feel himself indebted to you for 
what you have done. It is about time that someone 
told the Cohens, the Kallens, and the Hurwitzes 
that their "ipsi dixitn statements, which are not 
infrequently tinged with real malice, cannot forever 
go unchallenged. 

By the way, I will apprecia t e your kindness if you 
can send me an additional copy or two of the 
pamphlet. I will be glad to pay any expense 
i nvolved . 

With cordial personal regards, believe me to be 

Sincep yours, 

n ~/Jt~ 



RESIDEN C E , 
270 M cG Rl"GO R A V C: 

MT . AUBURN 

DAVID PHILIPSON 
RABBI ROCKDALE AVENUE TEMPLE 

C INCINNATI , OH IO 

R&bbi ~bua H. 'ilver 
105t1 .:3t . at .n.nsel ... d. 

l eveland, Ohio . 

M· dear 'ilver: 

Octob r 4, 1~26 . 

ccept m t1w.nks for t e copy 
of your p mphlet, " I 1 do the Heathen Rege?" 
w ich y u were so k±1d • o to send me . I 

have read it wit 1i h ke st interest and 
with un lloyed pleasure . It is a trenchant 
and cru hin rejoinder tote articleo of 
"essrs . :e11en, Jo en and Hur ,i tz . J ou 1..ave 

not left them a leg to st nd on . lore po 1er 
to you . 

You will be~ terested in the 
enclosed copy of u letter\ hie I n~ve ·ust 
vritten to Hur i t z . You. ay also be interested 
to knov tnut at the recent meetin of the card 
of Gov "' rnors of t he Hobrei Union Col..,ege. it 
~s detbrm·ned to discon inue the adver tisement 
of the College in the enorah Journ 1 . 

ith indest re a r ds, I am as 
al ays , 

incerel yours, 
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;.sto~. 1,:tnox nnll 'lilhm ;Jounllations 

478 F I FTH AVENUE 

Rabbi bba .·illel Si lve-,.• 
11:he 1r emple 
E. 105 st . at 1nsel ~d . 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Silver: 

A~ ~,,1, ... .. .ct • ... 5 , .. .. 19.26. ...................... . 

ifter an absence of over- a r.1onth, I returned to my desl: and 
·.1as glad to _ ind youvo paf phlet 11

' lhy :Jo tl e Heathen --:>age? 11
• 

It was ve..,..y good o you to have • li!itten the i"orvuJ.··"d in rrhich 
you incorporate extracts f om the co1" . e pondence . This indeed 
is i portant in vie 1 oi" the fact that all sorts of :.rumors seem 
to have been sp ead in some cil"cles as to the ci cm1stances 
which led to the invitation to the r, iti g of the a ticle and 
to its re,jection by the publishel"S . ·iould that our pamphlet 
receive uidest circulation. Could you possibly spa e five or 
ten copies so that I can place t 1en in hands oi' rnen ,1ho a"l"e 
interested in the affair? 

There s 110 doubt that we do need a r.iaeazine such as t lle i:eno-rah 
minus its self - appointed por,ers that cont "Ol it and minus the 
so - called "advanced intellectualism" r1hich they p etend to dis
play . A magazine on a hiBh literary calli.ber rep esenting the 
cultural interest 01 Jevrry in t~is country is desi able . If t 1e 
publication of yo~ par:1phlet v1ill awaken an interest for the 
creation of such a uagazine as.:.de r~on the polemical character 
tr 1.ich the panp:_;_et boa s it ., ould have achieved r,...eat c.eal . 

·:;ith a ll ,...ood ishes to you and I: s . ilve , I ar. us ever 
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'Dr .!:::Hr. Ml H ;},f()~f--~S011 
Found r • cldor 

EDITORIAL ROOMS 

Hl:'H 1 N HER TclN 
[d1lo1 

<t?ieJ~wish Tribune 
and 

r bb 
he'' 
ast 

Hillel ~ilve 
ple 

105th ~treet 
u~v~IP,.L,"" OHIO 

Dear r . ilver: 

d s 1 . oad 

570 ·ev nth venue 

uctober 5th 
l 9 2 6 

ill 
"VHY 
been 

ndly sew. me a ew copies of your J;8II1phlet 
hich .1. understand has al.ready 

blished. 

1th ld.tld rega ds, 1 am 

tlerman ~er stein 
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Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver, 
The Temple, 
East 105th st •• 
Cleveland. Ohio. 

Dear Abba: 

October 
6th 
1926 

Thanks for the pamphlet "Why oo the Heathens 
Rage?'' l read the story as it originally appeared in 
the ''Jewish 1:rlbunett. I did more than read 1 t, l read 
it in part aloud to Ruth. I should have written to you 
about it at the time for I was very deeply impressed by 
1 t. You make an unanswer&ble statement. l am very 
glad that you made it. The ·enorah and Henry Hurwitz 
and the rest of them needed it. Frankly I camiot under
stand Hurwitz•a position. You wrote well, to the point, 
and comprehensively. liy congratulations. You ha.ve done 
us all a real service. 

HL:B 

Ruth joins in greetir..gs to you and Virginia• 

Faithfully yours. 

' 



JULIUS ROSENWALD 

CHICAGO 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver, 

The Temple, 

E. 105th ~ Ansel Road, 

Cleveland, Ohio. 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

ctober 6, 1926 

Mr. Rosenwald appreciates very 

much your kin thoughtfulness in sending him 

a copy of the reprint from The Jewish Tribune 

of your article "Why do the Heathen Rage?" 

Please accept his thanks. 

Sincerely yours, 

Secretary to 

. Rosenwald 

CG/MW 
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WILLIAM ROSENAU 

RAB.BJ 

EUTAW PLACE TEMPLE 

RESIDENCE: ESPLANADE APARTMENT 5·H 

BALTIMORE, Mo. October 8, 1926. 
Rev Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

Dear Dr. Silver:-
! iish to acknowle e with thanks the receipt of your pamphlet 

entitled '' ·my DO T • ~ T .. RAG ?'' I h ve read it with great pleasure 
feel that all just people ill realize th t you have annihi ated the 

two Menorah contributors who suffer f'ran R :bbini tis. The only regret I h ve s 
that Hurwitz, whose nunber I have had for years, refused to publish your reply. 

"/ith cordial greetings, I as ever, 
Yours sincerely, 

I 
c.-,-,.-___.:,.

:rm 
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n•~ .. rnfl!1"1 ' E · 

H A nm EPHRAll\1 Fin · n. PH. n. 
T J•: l\l l' LE H 1': 'l' Ir · J,; L 

AN A 'l'O. IO, n;X.\' 

1010 • AX PF.I IHO A\' . \ ;F. 

October 14, 1926. 

Rabbi Abba H. Silver, 
105th St. at Ansel Road, 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

Dear Silver: 

Thanks for sending ire your pamphlet "Why Do the 
Heathen Rage?" It is a crushing answer to the critics 
you deal with and to that whole type of mind, and it is 
splendidly written. If you can spa.re me an extra copy 
I would appreciate it very much • 

.:>ince rely, 

EF vf 
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'f HE B'NAI B'RlCfH 
\ w ,, ., A ., 

Notes and Comments 
lly l\lAFI'IR 

• 

I RECEIVED a l tt r the other day 
t l1ing m how much one of my 

r aders , njoys my " OTE AND 
COl\11\IE T ." Thanks for the buggy 
ride. Th am p rson wants to 
know why I don ' t writ very week. 
W 11, Row, that' a r al compliment. 
But since I must make a living, I 
have to devote some tim to a fairly 
good-paying job, which I am anxious 
to keep. Even the poorest "stuff" 
takes time to think thru , with such 
m ntal equipment as one possesses, 
and to put down. Maybe afte r a ;vhile 
I'll find enough time to write less 
and oftener. Thanks just the same. 
"Say it with flowers ." I belieYe in 
that spirit befor,e rather than after 
death. 

P ROTEST A T inf cted with the 
Klan microbe and the Bryan Bug, 

and others suffering from Funda
mentali tis of one kind or another, 
leave no stone unturned to legislate 
th,e Dible into the public school. An
other state has fallen victim to this 
legislative virus. These very Pro
teEltants object, object seriously and 
stoonuously to the parochial school 
of the Catholic Church securing n 
portion of the public school funds 
with which to maintain their sectar
ian institutions; but these sa.me Pro
testants make any m~ans to justify 
the end to control the machinery of 
government and government funds to 
convert the public sr.hool into Pro
testant paror,hial schools. 

J 
F the truest study of mankind is 
man, the best study of religion is 

not f.. book en comparative religion, 
but a b~t of compelling reJlgion acted 
every day. The best comparative 
study of religion is conduct, is char
acter. I compare and compute the_ 
valu,e of a man's religion by the kind 
of a man be is. I am not interested 
in theological labels. I am concerned 
with life -giving love. Giv ~ me love. 
You keep the label2. 

T .dERE are some reli 0 ionists (?) 
so pious that they pronoun-ce a 

b'rocho) blessing ev -n ov~r a bank
ruptcy. Divid nds are not divine be
cause they are dedicated to God, 
God is too merciful to put any man 
to shame. But that i ~ no invitation 
to go into the hands of a r•:!ceiver. 

MY est ima t of th J ew is nol 
what oth rs think of him but 

what the J ew thinks <,f hims lf. 
Walter Hurt, John H. Holm s and 
their kind air,e rare exceptic-ns to the 
rule. The J ew who has a high opin
ion of himself is sure to give a good 
account of himself. 

I 1 asking myself wheth r one 
who does not attend religious 

services regularly, who r egards them 
as unessential, may with good grace 
be a national officer of a Jewish Wo
men's Organization and assume tu 
tell young Jews and Jewesses the 
value and need of Je;vishness? The 
Bible says somewhere about Those 
whom God honors must honor God. 
Leaders heed your conduct! An 
ounce of example is worth a ton of 
advice. 

fo my des~ a little booklet by 
,,T f Rabbi Abba H. ilv r bearing the 

title "Why Do The Heathen Rage?" 
It seems Dr. Silver was invited by the 
ditor of the M norah Journal to 

write an article to mtet the rather 
"radical" views on Judaism that ap
peared on the pagee of the Journal 

)E )C >W 
p no d by uc h m n a Kall n and 

oh n. Rabbi ilv r wrote such an 
a rticl , and th n fo r r asons sutnci nt 
unto the as tut ditor of the J ournal 
it was not publish d . That's on 
part of th e s tory. Th e oth r is Rabbl 

ilv r's article. It's a fin articl e 
Abba, informational and in pira tion 
al, but it prov l'Othing to th so 
Coh ns and K ll ys, Cohen and Kal
lens, I should have aid. T ei y hav 
no us for rabbis or tor Judaism not 
of their mental hue. You know th • 
rabbinical law of H TNES, .vhich 
prohibits the mixing cf wool and 
cotton because they belong to two 
separate kingdoms. Well, h r e's a 
case in point. Judaism has suffe r d 
from this kind of Shatness; the 
blending of minds that do not blend. 
Judaism believes in the scientifio 
spirit but not in intellectual soviet-
ism. Rationalism without religion iQ 
as bad as :religion without rational-
ism. Of course, Judaism is too broad 
and liberal to read any one who 
wants to stay in, out of its fold. Not 
all Cohens aire priests nor all Kall ens 
prophets. Judaism in America !Will 
not be saved by its rabbis nor de-
stroyed by its carping critics. It will 
live or die according as the rank and 
file love and live its priciples. _Juda• 
ism has died many deaths. It ha~ 
lived many lives. What's a death or 
two more betw,een Soviet friends! 

T HE Menorah .Journal, like the 
Y .M.C.A. .vas creat d to serv a 

need it does not meet. The Journal 
has become the literary forvm of the 
intellectual highbrows in merican 
Jewry. College professors and rabbis 
do not need the Journal, altho the 
Journal needs them. The rank and 
fUe do not read the Journal and 
would not be greatly helped if they 
did. As the -exhaust pipe of our 
J ewish Intelligentsia it is too "!xyn
sive. A Ford is good enough. Send 
it to the Dearborn Independent. 

SOME one said that the ew York 
City directory now shows mor 

Coh n s than miths . And th r is 
no t elling how man y of th miths 
ar Cohen . You cann0t by the 
sound of a name thes days, t 11 if it 
belongs to a J w or an Irishman. 
But, th n, I cannot b liev that all 
the high M xican offlchls who ar 
persecuting ? the Catholic cl rics in 
i xico are J w~. Calles may ind d 

b a Ioranno- a secr4>t J ~w. 2.11 • 
may indeed be J wi h abbath Bread 
(Chall s), or a brid~ (Kallahl, or a 
lame duck (Katchke). Ycu p::i.yb your 
moo y and you talc s your choic . 

0 my d sk i a l ett r from a 
young rabbi which carries inter

ting mat rial. It ems h was in
vil d to become a candidate for a 
rabbinical post, and was promised the 
h arty support of th IACHEn, th 
boss politician of the I{ehilla. The 
Bos 1acher double-crossed him, al
tho up to the last minut he kept him 
und-er the impression that it was all 
fixed for him to win. The poor fellow 
not only did not get the post, but was 
comp 11 d to resign his position 
which he held for six yeairs and 11here 
he was respected by all. 

uch conduct cannot be too severe
ly condemned. It is because such 
Bos s still blacken congregational 
board that rabbis are disgusted with 
tb,e ministry. If I could publish the 
fellow's name without involving the 
rabbi concerned I'd do lt. He and 
ltis kind need to be shown up. 
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"Why 
Do the Heathen Rage?" 

ABBA HILLEL SILVER 

Reprinted by permi sion 
from Tht 7ewish Tribune 



Foreword 

This article was written at th r qu t of th Uenorali 
Journal. On December 22, 1925, th ditor, Mr. H nry 
Hurwitz, wrote: 

"Let me repeat again in thi wa , m t inc r 1 and 
urgently, my invitation to you to writ an artic1 f r 
the Menorah Jottrnal, as soon as may b , to pr nt 
the ituation as you see it in an wer o Kan n and 
Cohen' article . .. . . ,. You will be doing th cau 
of Judaism in America a great ser ice if ou will 
pre ent your analy i of the situation, our d crip
tion of what the rabbinate and the ynagogu h e 
o far had to build up in this country. . . . . Th mo t 

immediate thing now is your articl on which I hall 
in ist!" 

On December 31, 1925, I wrot in r ply: 

''I wi h I could find time to write an arti l m 
an w r to the d feati t lit rature with whi h you h 
swamped the Ji,f enorah Journal in r nt month . 
. . . . nf rtunat l , I am bu ily nga d no\! put
ting in o hap a book, which I h p t ha pu bli h d 
thi year, and I am gi ing to it all m par time. 
If, during the next month or two, I hould h m 
r pite from my work, I hall try o writ an article 
for you." 
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On February 9, the editor wrote a king for the title of 
my article for announcem nt in the March i ue. I uh
mitt d t o - "A Rabbi Make Reply" and "Why Do the 
Heathen Rage?" Th editor himself cho e the latter, and 
under thi title my article wa announced in the March i sue. 

I forwarded the manu cript on April 6, with the following note: 

"I am enclo ing herewith the article which I 
promi d to nd you for your April i sue. I hope 
th t you v ill find it sati factory. You may find a few 
hard pot in it, but th n you will remember that the 
arti 1 upon which mine i ba ed were likewi e not 
di tingui h d for th ir ua ity. I have but one 
r qu t to mak and that i that you publi h the article 
"a i "without comm nt and in full in one i ue of the Journal.' 

On pril the editor wrot : 

"I wa v ry glad to rec ive our article to-day -
glad ev n aft r reading it. I ant to read it again more 
ar fully b for making any comment to you on it. 

You may re ta ured, howev r, that your r que t to 
'publi h th article "a i , " without comm nt and in 
full in one i u of the Journal,' will be crupulously 
honored. There i ju t one hitch, which I hope will 
not eem to you eriou . Our April i ue i all made 
up. • • • . nder the circum tanc s, I hope you will 
not object to our making your article the leader in our 
June i ue, in tead of the pre ent April i ue." 

The ditor ent me no comments on the article. Five week later, on May 18, I received the foJJowing note from the editorial department of the Journal: 

''Will you be good enough to go over the enclo ed 
proof of your article, appearing in the June 1s ue, 
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and return as soon as you can with your corr c ion ? 
We would be grateful al o for a bri f note ab ut 
yourself for "Our Own Who' Who." 

At the top of the galley proof wa thi editorial note: 

"The title of this article is the author . [sic] Rabbi 
Silver has requested that no comment or an w r to 
his article be made in the same issue of the Journal 
[ the italics are mine]. Accordingly comm nt and 
answer are def erred to our next i ue." 

To which, of course, I raised ab olutely no obj ion. 
In his letter to the J e-wish Daily Bulletin, fo]l wing the 
suppression of the article, Mr. Hurwitz tat d th t R bbi 
Silver required that his manuscript hould b publi h d 
'as is' and without comment," but forgot to add th r 
critical phrase "in the same i sue of the Journal. ' \\ h t 
a convenient way Mr. Hurwitz has of forg tting incon
venient facts . . . . 

On May 25, at a meeting of th a i nal onf r n 
of Jewish Social Wor~ers held in Clevel nd , Mr. Hun itz, 
in the course of an address, publicly announc d th f rth
coming publication of this artide as proof of the n utrality 
and comprehensive scope of the Journal. 

But in the June i sue, the article did not app ar. or 
had the editor taken the trouble to appri me of the fact. 

I happened to be in ew York, on my way to London, 
the day the June-July issue appeared. I call cl upon Mr. 
Hurwitz and requested the return of my manu cript. H 
spoke long and confu edly in explanation of the uppr -
sion of the article.. Out of the maze of hi pitiful ·rcum
locutions I could understand but one phra . He wa 
afraid that my article would di courag young writ r ! 
. . . . How brave these young writer mu t b ! How 
intrepid in attack, how lion-hearted in on laught, but oh 
how tender and frail in the face of a rebuttal! . . . . 
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Believing that this story should be told in order that there may be a little more light in certain dark places . • • • I turned the article and the account of its suppression over to Mr. Herman Bernstein, of the Jewish Tribune, who graciously publi hed them. 

And it is with his permission that they are now reprinted. 

September 1, 1926. 
ABBA HILLEL SILVER. 
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"Why Do the Heathen Rage '* 

ABBA HILLEL SILVER 

I 

~-~ 'Ill HE latest att~mpt. to alv~g . poor hip
~ CA wrecked Juda1 m m m nca 1 on. Th 
~ ~~ Menorah Jo, urnal summon d the dou htie t 
~~ intellectual to thi h roic ta k. Th 
~ ~ came highly equipp d with tr n hant p n, 
with Jovian thunder and unmi aka bl boldn Th y 
labored valiantly; they plumb d the very d p h , and 
brought to the surface - a bt cket of w t r. 

There is an element of the Purim- pi I in thi mo t r n 
drama of national salvation. Dr. Kall n, who d • ta 
for the "Judaistic religion," except a a oporifi f r h 
unenlightened, is notorious, sets him elf the task of r , i , -
ing the curricula of the Jewish theological ch ol f 
America. He even suggests a new type of rabbi - a cro 
between a Freudian dinic interne and a graduate of the 

ew School of Social Research. Mr., Cohen, who to thi 
day has successfully hid his scholarly achie ement und r 
a bushel, becomes the valorous champion of Jewish cholar-
hip, and fairly devastates with the breath of hi scorn the 

unlettered rabbis of our age. Lastly, come Mr. Hurwi z, 
mediatory and reassuring, and joyously announce that a 
a result of the Menorah Organization's activities, its Sum
mer School, and its Lecture Bureau and its propo ed 
Foundation for Jewish Research, the terrible night which 
had descended upon American Israel, and which was so 
graphically described by the above mentioned writer , i 
about to end., "Our day dawns," he exclaims, in sanguine 
anticipation of an "adequately financed and endowed" 
Menorah movement. . . . . 

• This article is based on the papers of Elliot E. Cohen, "The Age of 
Brass," Menorah Journal, October, 1925; Dr. Horace 1. Kallen, "Can 
Judaism Survive in the United States?" April and December, 1925: and 
Henry Hurwitz, "Watchman, What of the Day?" February, 1926. 
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II 

~

ERIODIC in entory of a people' cultural · -set and liabilitie i a nece ary and commendab(e ervice. But clearly, if it i to have any valu .' _,t mu t be undertak n in a di pa ionate and cientific pmt, and by men qualified through knowledge and experience to pa judgment. Pr judice are obstruction to inventorie · Broad d nunciation and cynical flaunting of what one do not happ n to reli h cannot be regarded as adequate tocktaking. On i entertained or outraged by them according to one's prejudice , but one i not enlightened. Above all, whoever pre ume to approach the sanctitie of a people' life mu t do o in a spirit of reverenc . Thoughtful men do not mploy a cheap and a y elev rne s in discussing piritual valu which might be th very life blood of men. Fr m the ay of Mr. Cohen I cull the following few p cim n to indicate the quality of th newer critici m to hich m rican J udai m i being subj cted: 
'Th Eld r f Zion m th i a b no m an di tan t cou in of the 'J , i h mi ion' myth. (p. 439.) "Th little re p ct ur ul ure rec ive i that paid to a p opJ who tumbl d [ icJ n me piritual id a capabl of b in incorporat d, in a greatly impro d form of cour in the cultur of the\\ t" ... (p. 44 .) "Lackin , i dom, our I ad r tak refu e in pe ch. Good Wat onian b ha iori t , th y di co r the prin of thought in th voice box." (p. 427.) ' pe che and ermon are born of the air and d -tin d to ani h , ith th breath that ave them birth." 

(p. 430.) 

"But th (the rabbi ) ar guilty c rtainly of a too weak acqui cenc in th de radation of the rabbinical function to that of a poke man - i.e., mouthpiece, of the i norance, ambition and fear of the influential Jewi h laity." (p. 440.) 
V e ubmit that for heer "bra " in thi sad Age of Bra s one need not look el ewhere . 
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III 

MR. COHE i rendered furiou by th f ct th t 
some Jewish writ rs and public m n hav pr i d 
the Jew and Judai m exce i ly. Thi m t 

be the sum and sub tance of hi tw nty-fi pa indi -
ment. Seemingly it is good ta te, and altog th r pr p r o 
proclaim to the world that the Menorah Journal i 'th 
be t printed, best edited and be t writt n p riodi l" 
.... and that its advent mark a turning-point in 
American Jewi h hi tory, but it i nothing hort of 'blu ter, 
braggadocio," etc., to as ert that I ra 1 h . b en h 
monitor of monothei m in the world, th p hfind r in 
moral idealism, or that the Jew ma b ju ifiabl pr ud 
of their hi tory and of th ir contribution t m nkind. 

vVith what a idity Mr. Coh n b labor. hi th m f th 
J w ' elf-prai e ! He off r a oil cti n 
quotation a Exhibit A, al o ome xtrac 
writing of uch distingui hed author a R 
Gewurz, Browne, and Samuel, a E hibit B. 
a hi "pou sto," Mr. Cohen proceed t mo\ 
Him elf not lacking that oice of bra which h o d Ir -
cat , he u es it to excellent ad an ag in an noma opo ti 
charact rization of the quality of our ag . Th i of 
our age i the voice of "the bra s horn, rotund nd h 11 w, 
the cream of the trumpet, the impo ing bray of h 
trombone, and the ear-piercing bla t of th corn t . . . . '' 
and o on to the limit of Roget' Th auru . nd ha in 
accompli hed this feat, the critic deli er him If of th 
following pronouncem n t: 

"There are two fact immediately appar nt abou 
this modern voice of Israel. It i n w - and it i 
fal e. A Jew rai ed in the direct line of J wi h tradi
tion, trained in the old J ewi h di ciplin , will be 
puzzled to know what to make of thi curiou and 
un-Jewish 'Religion' of the American J w ..... The 
Jews of hi time, he says, were too bu y studying the old 
book to cry their worth in the marketplace" (p. 433.) 
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And yet, sad to relate, this is exactly what the Jew did 
do consistently and continuously through the ages. One 
could fill more than one volume of the Menorah Journal 
with citations from Biblical, Talmudic, Midrashic and 
Medieval Jewish literary sources to show that the Jew did 
praise, and often very extravagantly, his faith, his Torah, 
the Community of Israel, the Land of Israel; in fact, 
everything which was dear to his heart. He spoke proudly 
and glowingly of them, being stranger to the subtle artifice 
of diffidence which characterizes some of our modern Jewish 
intellectuals. Had Mr. Cohen taken the trouble to consult 
some handy concordance such as the Y alku t Eliezer under 
the caption "Israel," the Sefer Ha-Agada or Eisenstein's 
Ozar, he would have been amazed at the way those early 
rabbis "raised in the direct line of Jewish tradition" ex
tolled the excellencies, the uniqueness, the primacy and 
superiority of the Jewish people - quite in keeping with 
the older tradition of the Bible wherein Israel is spoken of 
as a light unto the, nations, a holy people,. an eternal 
people and the chosen people. We shall permit ourselves 
but one rabbinic quotation« ''Just as oil brings light to the 
world. so Israel brings light to the world - just as oil is 
superior to all othe.r liquids, so Israe1 is superior to all other 
nations,.'' (Shir' Ha-Shir, R. I, 2L) There is no con
cordance of our post.Talmudic literature to which the 
writer may be referred, but it might not be amiss to point 
to a few opinions out of the hundreds held by leaders of 
Jewish thought in ages other than this Age of Brass con
cerning Israel and Israel's spiritual greatness. 

Maimonides, the rationalist. declared: "Our nation is wise 
and perfect, as has been declared by the most high through 
Moses, who made us perfect: 'Surely this great nation is a 
wise and understanding people.' " (Guide, Part 2, chap. 
11.) Jehuda Halevi, the poet and philosopher, held that 
Israel was the heart of the world (Kuzari, II, 36), that the 
gift of prophecy was bestowed upon Israel alone (I, 101 ff), 
and that all mankind exists for the sake of Israel even as 
Israel exists for the sake of the prophets" (II, 44) - a 
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remarkable exposition of the doctrin of th ' uper-nation. ' 
One is also tempted to mention Judah Lo w b n B zaf I 
(Austrian Talmudist and preacher, d. 1609) tirring work, 
"The Eternity of Israel," who e entire purpo i 
e tablish that God bestowed eternal life upon I ra l" 
(p. 16); that "Israel is eternal becau e i i t nc i of 
God and in God" (p. 22-a), and that 'I ra l i th nee 
and goal of all creation" (p. 18-a). And i not thi pr r, 
which is echoed and re-echoed in our litur , quit i nifi
cant in this connection: ''Thou ha t ho en u from all 
people; thou has loved us and found pl a ure in u nd 
hast exalted us above all tongue ." Th whol m ti 
literature of our people wherein the cone pt f I r l i 
transfigured into that of a my tic piritual ommunion, in
di solubly bound up with God and the Torah, abound in 
exaltations of the people and of it heroic de iny. 

A phrase of the rabbis comes to mind to which w ar 
sure Mr. Cohen would not subscribe: ·•· God said to Mo 
'Praise and extol. Israel as much as thou possibly can , 
for I shall in the days to come be e·xtoiled becau e of h m, 
as it is written; "And he said: 'Thou art my ervant, 
Israel, in whom I shall be praised.' " (Lev. R. II, 4.) 

If in recent years spokesmen of our people have found 
it necessary to str,ess anew the moral excellende of th ir 
faith and to remind men of the decisive contributions which 
Israel has made to the cultural assets of mankind, hould 
not these facts in all fairness be attributed to the de perate 
emergencies with which Israel was suddenly confront d 
in the recrudescence of anti-Semitic propaganda, rather 
than to conceit and vainglory? In the face of th num r
ous traducers of our race who suddenly appear d h re 
and elsewhere, bent upon maligning the Jew and Judai m, 
depreciating our worth and defaming our name, should 
it be accounted a sin in these spokesmen if they sought to 
counteract this propaganda, by calling attention to the 
services which the Jew has rendered the world, and by 
dwelling upon the true inner worth of their faith? 
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IV 

HAD thi vocation of counter-propaganda b n the 
only interest of American Israel during th lat 
decade the critic's indictment would ha e had ' . 

validity, but the latter knows quite well that thi was 
not the case. The last ten years witnessed a remarkable 
renai sance in Jewish life and an intensification of Jew
i h acti itie in nigh every field. The War, the desp r
at plight of our brother abroad, the challenging oppor
tunit of our ational Hom land, the threat of organiz d 
anti-Semiti m, and, by no mean least, the inner urg 
t ward lf- xpre ion combined to stir American Israel to 
a r markable pitch of al rtne and enterpri e. One need 
not dw 11 upon the truly herculean efforts made by the 

m rican J , for the r lief of his war- ricken fellow 
J w abroad - an effort ~ hich i even nm being renewed. 
But on ought not o mi the vital implications of this 
alb it pur l humanitar· an nterpri e. In the hour of 

I ra l wa not f und :\ anting, ither in loyalty or 
it . Thi i id n f an inn r oundness which 
n o b di re ard d. gain, thi major philan-

thr pie ffor in which all l m nt of J \l r participat d, 
t nd d o dr , • th di parate group of our p ople do r 

th r and t tabli h num rou contacts v hich, for-
tunat I , ha in r a d rather than decrea d with the 
ear. 
In th field of J ewi h education marked progre s wa 

made. Countle school , Talmud-Torah , Yeshivas and 
R ligiou chool , w r e tabli hed, and in many instances 
pl ndid buildin were erected to hou e them. A growing 

of c mmunit re pon ibility in the matter of the 
r li iou and cultural training of our youth was mani
f t d in the or anization in ome of the larger cities of 
Bur au of Je, i h Education, headed by competent educa
tor . ide b id with the incr a e in facilities went an 
impro ment in curriculum and in tandards of in truc-
1on. Teacher ' Training School prang up and the seriou 
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lack of textbook wa par ially met. Th ·a t pr bl ms 
of Jewish education in America ha by no m an b n 
solved, but American I ra l ha durin r nt y r 
wrestled with them earne tly, and, toad gree, u c fully. 

The number of high r in titution of 1 rnin h b n 
augmented by the addition of two n w acad mi , i thin 
the last five years. The older rabbinic min 
creased their facilities, th ir faculti and th ir 

bodies, and enriched th ir librari . 
Educational work among J ewi h colle 

was so splendidly initiated by th M nor r niz ti n, 
has gone on apace. There have now b n add d two n w 
agencies, the Hillel Foundation and th A ukah. R c n tly 
the larger religious bodie of m ri n J \J r m t nd 
resolved to pool their r ourc in an ff or o arry n a 
more extensive program of Jewi h ducati n am ng ll e 
men and women. Ther i promi in all thi nd an in-
dication of a general awaren touching the ma ni tud 
and importance of this work. 

Truly phenom nal ha b en in th numb r 
of Centers, Community Hou nd .H .A. buildin 
which have been establi hed within the la t dccad . 1 r-
ly they have come into exist n e in r 
demand. Were the e in titution no 
American Jew, and more p dally by h oun 
Jew, they would not ha e been built, or finan d 
The quality of their , ork dep nd , of ur , in th 1 t 
analysis upon the quali y of h l d r hip , ·hi h a h 
in titution enjoy , but it cann t b in aid th in h 
main they hav perform d a alutar in th ph i 1 
and cultural development of our y uth in h ir m r 1 
guidance and in fo t ring a n f J wi ·h lo alt m n 
th m. One i urpri ed to find critic ~ ·ho \ nt y r • 
ago would undoubt dly ha e lament <l th f ct th t 
American Jew were not pro idin wh I m r er ti n 1 
and social facilities for their oung p pl , now th t 

merican I rael i making an hon t ff r to upply th m 
peaking derogatorily of them. 
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And, la tly, American Jews have built and are bu!d!ng 
at an astounding rate synagogues and temples. Ju gmg 
from the jeremiads of our critics this is to be take~ a 
positive proof of Jewish decadence and disin~egr~ ion~ 
We beg to differ. ot so long ago one heard the JU tifiabl 
complaint that our synagogues were physically ~nat
tractive, and that they were repellent to the esthe~ica ly 
minded young American Jew~ It was said, and nghtly 
aid, that the e shabby s ructures were uncomplimentary 

to a people a prosperou as the American Jew. The 
plaint of Da id was repeated: "Shall we dwell in hou e 
of c dar, but the Ark of God dwell within curtain ?'' 

ow that American Israel is erecting sanctuaries which 
in their outer form seek to body forth the beauty of the 
faith which they enshrine, now that we are bringing a bit 
of the charm of J apheth into the tents of Shem, the cry 
is rai ed, "The Stone Age!" In building spacious and 
beautiful synagogues American Israel is following an 
authentic Jewish tradition. For wherever Jews found 
peace, security and pro perity, they rai ed noble religious 
edifices and attempted to express their religious life 
e the kally. 

Had the American Jew built his ynagogues at the 
acrifice of other worthy causes he would be deserving of 

the everest censure, but he has been equally as liberal 
with hi philanthropic institutions and in his foreign 
relief. He has been contributing increasingly larger 
amounts to Jewish educational purposes, to Palestine, 
and to causes not specifically Jewish. If there are worthy 
movements to which he has not yet given sufficiently it is 
due to the fact that he has not yet been completely con
vinced of their importance. The American Jew is not 
niggardly 1 nor does he withold his hand from any cause 
once he is convinced of its value. 

And these synagogues are used! This might sound 
strange to those critics who seldom enter one. People do 
come to worship. ot all, of course. Neither do all go to 
symphonies, or art museums, or to any place where they 
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are likely to be stimulated and enlightened. But in e, ry 
community one may find men and women, God-f aring 
and worshipful, who long for the court of th Livin God. 
These come, and they are the heart of e ery ynagogu . 
Many more come for the sake of the sermon or lecture, and 
others come out of habit. Some come regularly and som 
sporadically, as the desire or need prompt them. One 
cannot really gauge a man's loyalty to the ynago u or 
its influence upon his life by the regularity of hi a t ndanc 
at divine worship. Beside the religiou s r ices congr a
tions conduct their schools, elementary, high and, in om 
instances, normal schools. They hav their i terhood 
and brotherhoods, with their numerou so ial and due -
tional activities, their adult study group , xt n ion 
courses, forums, libraries, etc. In many citi th yna
gogue is the very hub of Jewish communal lif . 

So that American Israel ha been engag d in man oth r 
activities in recent years besides blowing the loud b oon 
of self-praise. 

V 

D American rabbis, too,, have done much more 
than preach, although preaching the word of God i 
stiII, by some, regarded a an honorable profe i n, 

and if done in consecration and inc rit , one of lif ' 
supreme privileges. The organization of the religiou lif 
of American Jewry, the establishment of schooL, syna
gogues, theologic academie , and the training of teach r , 
has been almost entirely the work of American rabbis. 
Some of our important national ins itution , uch as th 
Union of American Hebrew Congregation , the nited 
Synagogue, the Jewish Congress, the J ewi h Publication 
Society, the Jewish Chautauqua, the ational Farm 
School, etc., owe their existence to the initiation of Ameri
can rabbis. Many charitable institution , many J wish 
Centers and Community Hou es, owe their inception to the 
leadership and untiring work of the e men. The Zioni t 
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Organization of America has consistently through the 
years drawn from the rabbinate some of its -~o~t dev~ted 
leaders, executives and officers. Such activities plainly 
do not come within the category of ''speeches and sermon 
which are born of the air." 

It should be borne in mind that the most pressing task 
which confronted the Jewish ministry heretofore have been 
these of organization and upbuilding. Millions of Jews 
in the brief period of a generation or two were transplanted 
from the four corners of the earth to these shores. Com
munities, some small, some enormously large, sprang up, 
as it were, over night. They were structureless and dis
jointed. They possessed neither philanthropic agencies, 
nor schools, nor synagogues - in fact none of the facilities 
which go to make up a community life. All these had to 
be built, and it fell largely to the share of the American 
rabbis to build them. Accordingly most of the thought 
and ener·gy of these men went perforce into this indispens
able ground work of organization - a tiring and exacting 
employment which is not yet completed. 

If, therefore, the American rabbi has not been more of 
the scholar, if in many instances his preaching has not 
measured up in intellectual quality to that of his European 
confrer,e, it is due not to his inherent mediocrity but to the 
nigh endless time - and energy - consuming community 
responsibilities which the conditions of Jewish life forced 
upon him. The European rabbi, as a rule, is head of an old 
estabii hed community, possessing its full quota of religious, 
educational and eleemosynary institutions, and in which 
the necessary functions of congregational life are well 
distributed. This has not been the case in America, and 
in mo t instances is still not the case. Our communities 
are recent and unformed. ew schools, new synagogues 
and new Centers are needed, with all their attendant needs 
of program, curricula, coordination, etc. Drives must be 
launched, and it seems almost daily, for new hospitals, new 
orphanages and new Homes for the aged; drives for foreign 
relief, local relief, Falasha relief; drives for Palestine, for 
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Hadassah, for the Jewish ational Fund; drive for the 
Union, for the Seminary, for the Yeshiva, for dormi
tories, for libraries; drives for the Menorah Organization, 
for Student Congregations, for Bureau~ of Jewish Educa
tion, for the Chautauqua ..... In each instance the rabbi 
is appealed to first for his active cooperation. In some 
cases he is compelled to initiate these drives himself; in 
others he becomes their propagandist, and in still others he 
is the actual solicitor. . . . . 

Furthermore, Jewish congregational life, far from being 
departmentalized, is sadly centralized. The rabbi, e p -
cially in the reform congregation, is Dar han, Melam d 
Chazan and Shamos all in one. In view of th e multi
tudinous and harassing responsibilities, it i not urpri ing 
that the rabbi's hours of study and m ditation are few in 
number, and that thi paucity reflects it elf in the quali y 
of his preaching and writing. 

Still, a creditable list may be drawn up of Am rican 
rabbis who have done meritorious work even in the fi Id 
of Jewish scholarship. There i of our no Zunz or 
Geiger among them as yet, but Zunz and Geiger are 
rather rare throughout the Jewish ;vor)d to-day, and 
American Israel will require a considerably longer period 
of germination before it will produce scholar of uch 
magnitude. Two hundred years of emination preceded the 
first efflorescence of Jewish genius in Spain. "America 
has not yet produced one great poet," is th critici m which 
Thomas Jefferson undertakes to answer in his '' ote on 
Virginia. 0 "When we shall have exi ted as a people as 
long as the Greeks did before they produced a Homer, the 
Romans a Virgil, the French a Racine and a Voltaire, the 
English a Shakespeare and a Milton, should this reproach 
be still true, we will inquire from what unfriendly causes 
it has proceeded" . . . . Still, fine and valuable work in 
Jewish scholarship has already 'been done by some of the 
graduates of the American theological schools, such as 
Finkelstein, Kaplan, Efros, A. ewman, Epstein, Wax
man, Levinthal, Enelow, Frisch, Blau, L. I. ewman, 
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Englander, Philipson, Linfield, Cali ch, Morgenstern, 
Cohon, Max and Jacob Rai in, Rhine, Ro enau, Bettan, 
Cronbach, Freehof, and others, who e work cannot be di -
mi ed with a superciliou hrug of the shoulder. 

When the pres of community work will ease up, when 
Jewish laymen will in larger number take over the ad
ministrative ta k which are rightfully theirs, and when 
congregational life will become more departmentalized, 
American rabbi will be able, as they are eager, to devote 
them elve more definitely to their essential prerogatives -"To learn and to teach." 

In pa ing, we wi h to remark that when we speak of 
American Rabbis we do not ref er to the vaudevillians in 
the pulpit. nfortunately there are some Rabbis who have 
ch ap n d and vulgarized the Jewi h pulpit, by sacrificing 
the timele s for the "timely" in their discourse , by pander
ing to J wi h morbidities in the choice of their themes, by 
we kly recour e to struts, antics and noise. On the bulle
tin of some of the larger yna ogue of America it ha 
b come increa ingly rare to find a ubject which does not 
have a di tinctly '' hristian'' ngle, a avor of the ever
palatable "pr judice" theme, or the 'kick" of the late t 
play. Fortunately such pulpits are not typical, and some 
day, when a few con cientiou laymen in the pews will 
b tir them elve ufficiently to express their di gust, the 
h roic occupant of th e pulpit will beat a ha ty retr at ..... 
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VI 

fr. oh n I the catalogue of Jewi h If-laud tion 
places the idea of the "mi ion of I ra 1." 

'The claim of I rael to a prima donna role 
among the nations i totally pre umptuou and i , a 
a matter of fact, ignored by th world. To a mind ,, ith 
the least regard for truth it i ob iou hat I ra l i 
not the primal moral force to which all the p opl 
look for guidance, the spring of all m d rn phi lo ophy, 
science and letters, the intellectual ri tocrat in a 
heathen world, the exclu ive repo itory of th piritual 
resources of mankind. There are onl th limm t 
evidences of fact to upport the e hifalutin pret n s. 
To maintain these notions i to be guilty of the mo t 
preposterous nonsen e; to belie e them i to ch ri h 
the most palpable delusions." (p. 434.) 
Per contra one would like to gi ,e the conclu ion of a 

non-Jeittish inteHectual - Matthew Arnold: "A long 
as the world lasts an who want to make progre in ri h -
eousness will come to Israel for in piration, a to th 
people who have, had the sen . for righteou ne m t 
glowing and strongest." And of still another non-Je ish 
writer - Leo Tolstoi: ' ''The Jew is that sacred b ing who 
has brought down from heaven thee rla ting fir and has 
illumined with it the entire world. H i th r ligiou 
source, pring and fountain, out of which aJI th r t of the 
peoples have drawn their belief and their religion . " 

In order to make out a case Mr. Cohen ubt] mu gl 
in a few prerogatives which the Jew ne, r claim d. o 
sane Jew ever maintained that I rael wa "the pring of 
all modern philosophy, cience, and letter , th int 11 ctual 
ari tocrat in a heathen world, the exdusi e repo itory of 
the spiritual resources of mankind." Erasmu ' phra 
comes to mind: The gent]eman "is rai ing d il only to 
have the credit of laying them." The Jew ha maintained 
that his racial genius has expressed it elf mo t fully in 
moral and religious values, and that it i hi historic obliga-
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tion to teach them by precept and example to the world. In the e he ha been teacher; in all el e he has been disciple. Every great historic people from the ancient Greek to the modern Anglo-Saxons has been con ciou to a greater or le s degree of some particular potency with which its corporate life wa endowed, and which constituted its supreme though not exclu ive contribution to mankind. Mr. Coh n err when he assumes that the ideal of the mi sion of I rael i a recent di covery. He u pects that he i in rror and he eek refuge in a footnote, hoping to prove by m an of dexterou "drush" that the ancient id al of th mi ion and the modern are the same but diff r nt. Th hibboleth of th newer p ychology are all mu t r d: inferiorit complex, defen e m chanism, etc., tc. But th root d and di cone rting fact nevertheless r main , that con i t ntly through the age for more than t\ r nt -fi c nturie the Jew ha stres ed and undermi ion to the gentil . There is a certain a r d obj ctivi y t a fact hich v n clever intellectuals ught not t tamp r with. It wa not Geiger or Holdh im or Einhorn , ho in, ent d h phra e: 
" nd } e hall b unto me a in dom of prie t and a hol nation." (Exodu 19, 5.) 

Or, "Th r mnan t of Jacob hall be in the midst of many p opl a d w from the Lord, as bowers upon he gra . " (Micah 5, 6.) 
Or, "B hold my ervan t, whom I uphold; mine elect, in whom my oul delighteth; I have put my spirit upon him. He shall make the right to go forth to the nation • • . . . I the Lord have called thee in righteou ne , and have taken hold of thy right hand, and kept th and et thee for a covenant of the p ople, for a light of the nation . To open the blind y to bring out th prisoner from the dungeon, and th m that it in darkne out of the pri on house." (I . 42, 1, 6-7.) 
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Our apocryphal and apocalyptic lit r tur f irl rm 
with this theme. The great mi ionary acti it c rri d 

n by the Jews in the centuries imm diat ly prec ding and 
following the beginning of the Chri tian era wa in pir d by 
this idealism, and the whole messianic saga of our race i 
surcharged with this imperial faith. 

The leaders of modern reform J udai m imply r ··mpha
sized this ancient Jewish ideal. Their error was in as urning 
that this ideal was opposed to Jewish nationalism, wh reas 
in reality it is inextricably intertwined with it. Deutero
Isaiah, who of all Jews most eloquently vocalized thi mi -
sionary aspiration, was of all Jews the mo t nationali tic 
and "Palestinian." A people need not expatriat it If in 
order to be apostolic, and univer alism and nationalism 
rightly conceived are, of course, never antithetical. 

Religion was the sole reason why the J w p r ist d in 
maintaining his identity in the world. I ha arch d 
high and low in Jewish literature to discover evid n s 
that the Jew struggled to remain a Jew amid t ad r 
circumstances in order that he might de e[op a gr at 
"synagogue architecture,, mural p int ings and fr c 
and sculpture in wood and brass, works in silver, gold and 
other metals . . . . and the old signboards of P Ii h 
Jewry." (Watchman, What of the Day? p. 15.) I find 
nowhere that the Jew objected to intermarri ge with other 
peoples (a practice which would of course have destroy d 
him) on the ground that the resultant racial admixture 
would produce less gifted musicians or ci nti t or writ r . 
There was but one reason throughout th age : ''L t he 
will turn away thy son from following M tha th ma 
serve other gods." (D ut. 7, 3.) The J w p r i t d in 
racial uniqueness in ord r to pre erve the int grity of his 
faith. Loyalty to the faith p lled loyalty to the rac . 
When the American Jew will abandon hi faith h will 
swiftly and surely assimilate. H will int rmarry with the 
peoples about him, and he will d stroy him elf racially, 
and no quantum of Jewish mu ic and Jewi hart or books on 
Jewish literature and philosophy will be potent enough to 
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save him. The anti-religious Jew will be the first to go, as 
he always has been. The religiously indifferent Jew will 
linger on by sheer force of inertia until the relentless assimi
lative forces will scatter and overwhelm him too. The 
secular nationalist will endure until such times as his 
ideology derived from the segregated and compact Jewish 
community life of Eastern Europe is dissipated by the 
dissolving influences of American life. Even the strong 
appeal which Palestine is making to-day to many of our 
people will not prove sufficient to command their loyalty in 
the day to come. The establishment of a strong Jewish 
Commonweal th in Palestine will not accomplish the 
miracl of pre rvation for the American Jew. The exist
enc of a great German Fatherland has not kept the 
G rmans in the United States from assimilating. The 
Jew in the nited States will not long remain either a 
Yiddi hi t or a Hebrai t, in the technical sense in which 
the proponents of cultural pluralism understand the terms. 
Only the religiou Jew who will continue steadfast to his 
faith will conserve and carry on the culture and the tradi
tions of I rael. The rest will di appear, as they always 
have, a they inevitably must. In other words, Judaism, 
far from being "a mall part of the total fulness of the 
life of the J ewi h people which I (Horace M. Kallen) am 
accu tomed to call Hebraism" (p. 557) is in reality its very 
heart and life blood. 

This ideal of the Mission sustained and inspirited the 
Jews throughout their troubled and checkered career. To 
what degree they remained faithful to it, let their martyred 
dead bear witnes ; let all the great social movements of 
mankind which felt the impact of Israel's dynamic spirit, 
urging and er ative in Ii ing men and women through 

two thou and years, bear witness; let the Cross and the 
Cr cent b ar witne s - for they kindled their torches at 
the acred fire of our altars; let the Renaissance and the 
R formation b ar wi tne , for in the intellectual prepara
tion for the one th J w played not an inconsiderable role, 
and in th ideology of the other a mo t decisive role; let all 
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the mighty movements for social righteou ne of th la t 
century bear witne s: ' \ hatev r there i in mod rn 
civilization that i making for human frat rnity, what
ever religious aspiration i calling m n to a high r n 
of duty, wherever men and worn n are toiling to pr 
that humanity is a great brotherhood, th re we find m n 
living, acting, thinking under the influenc of th lead r 
of Hebrew thought." (Baldwin, Our Mod rn D ht to 
Israel," pp. 202-3.) And there, too, th writ r might ha , 
added are to be found to-day J ewi h m n and worn n who, 
propelled con ciou ly or uncon ciou ly by that am racial 
urge towards "malchuth homayim," ar 
hundred field of human end a or th th 
mission of th ir people. 

What is to be gained by pooh-poohin 
cheapening it in our own eye and in th 
children? What have we to ub ti ut f r it? 

ur 
\\ ill an 

argument like the following prove mor ff cti e in arou in 
Jews to heroic self-pre ervation and self-fulfillm nt? "\.Y 
are a pretty ordinary lot; we have no parti ular mi i n t 
the world; we are po es d of quit c mm nplac irtu , 
and therefore - let us write hi torie ab ut our l 
dow Foundation for Jewi h Re earch and tabli h 
of Jewish learning in American univer iti in ord r to 
inform the world about the e middling qualiti and th 
indifferent contributions of our rac ." .... 

Do not wisdom and policy rath r dicta n a truth 
warrants a renewed ace ntuation of thi anci nt motif 
in modern Jewish life? Ought we not t chall ng our 
people to-day, as they were chall n d of old, to nobl r 
living and thinking, to p r onal ri ht ou n and com
munity service, on the basi of thi hi toric mandat ? Will 
not an enkindled desire to serv and to h lp, bring with it 
an impassioned will to live? I not Spinoza's propo ition a 
valid for people as for individ u I ? '' o one can d ire 
to be blessed, to act well, or Ii w II, who at th am 
time doe not de ire to b , to act, and to live, that 1 , 

actually, to exi t." 
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The mission ideal of I rael i neither apology nor vain
glory. It concerns the non-Jew only as the object; it con
cerns the Jew as the u bj ct of the service. The Jew i to 
serve. The Jew is called upon to undertake the burden , 
the self-di cipline and the crucifixions of moral leader
ship. Leader hip i a crown, to be sure, but a crown of 
thorns. . . . . It is not by trutting and declaiming that 
a people lead , but by the forceful example of sacrificial 
lo alty to great ideals, by holy lives and consecrated pur
po e . Is there a worthier ideal to hold up before our 
people? 

VII 

BOTH Mr. Cohen and Mr. Hurwitz lament the in
difference of the Jewish intellectuals to Judaism 
They are not ery clear a to who these intellectuals 

are who have thus drifted away. One is inclined to think 
that the whole cone pt of the Jewi h "intelligentsia" in 
America need a gr at deal of "deciphering." One sus
pect , that like the "American prol tariat" and the "Ameri
can p asan try,'' they imply do not exi t. All three terms 
are borrowed from other civilization , and from totally dif
ferent ocial tratification . Pre umably, the writers refer 
to the educated Jew , principally the college-bred men and 
worn n. It ha not at all been establi hed that the ad
h r nee of these m n and women to the synagogue and to 
Jewi h communal life in general is weaker than that of 
any other cla s in Jewry. We cannot judge of the Jewish 
community of ew York. There all problems are fright
fully complicat d by the sheer size and unwieldine of the 
r up and by it amorphou character, and one cannot 

r adily get at the facts. Even there one is likely to find 
large number of educated and profe sional Jews in the 

nagogue, in the Zioni t movement, at the head of educa
tional enterpri e , in community centers and elsewhere. 
One i in po ition to judge a little more accurately of the 
mailer and less chaotic centers of J ewi h population, and 

24 



one is likely to find there that college men and women have 
affiliated themselves with the synagogue in numb r 
relatively greater than those of other clas s. The J ewi h 
community of Cleveland is the fourth largest in the United 
States, containing some 90,000 soul . I speak of Clev land 
not because it is different but because it is not diff rent. 
It has been reliably estimated that nearly 75 p r c nt of the 
Jewish professional men - doctors, lawyer , teach r , 
architects, etc.- are member of some temple or yn -
gogue, their number relati ely far exceeding that of other 
Jewish groups. Many of the e profe ional men and 
many other non-professional college men are on the b ards 
and on the important committees of religiou in titutions 
of Cleveland, on the boards of the Bureau of J wi h 
Education, the Zionist organization, the B'nai Brith, and 
numerous Jewish ocial agencie . Man) coll ge worn n 
are leaders in the activities of the temple sisterhood and 
the Council of Jewish Worn n. There is no outer com
pulsion forcing these people to affiliate hem el- with th 
synagogue; such affiliation yields no monetar r turn 
and is not effected by the insi tence of public opinion. On 
cannot, of course, measure the quality of the r ligi u 
sincerity of these men and women,, nor the inten ity f 
their Jewishness. It is enough that they wislt to belong o 
a Jewish religious institution, to send their children t it 
school, to support its activities, and to attend it ervic 
whenever the spirit moves them. Wherev r Jewish com
munity life has had a chance to organize itself, it ha not 
failed to attract the Jews of higher educational and cul
tural attainments to a degree comparable and in many 
instances surpa sing that of any oth r das . 

To be sure, there are many educated Jew who are n t 
members of the synagogue, just as there are tens of thou
sands of Jewish workingmen and J ewi h busines men who 
are not; but it is not necessarily their education which ha 
estranged them from Judaism, nor, as the critics ar in
clined to believe, the absence of good text-book on Juda
ism or authoritative Jewi h cholarship. Many edu ated 
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Jews, quite like their confreres who have received no 
academic training, are too busy grubbing for a living or 
making money or wallowing in the pleasures and excita
tions of our age, to think of anything outside of their 
vocation, their ambitions and their delectations. Still others 
find membership in a distinguishable and protestant 
minority too difficult a burden to bear. It is not easy to 
be a Jew. Under the most favorable conditions, the road 
which the Jew must travel is a thorny one, and thousands 
seek, as thousand have sought, the primrose path which 
leads to as imilation, partial for themselves, complete for 
their children. 

It is therefore idle to believe that, given more books on 
Jewish law, history, philosophy and art, these fair-weather 
gentlemen who cannot bear the strain of Jewish indi
viduality will eagerly return, shouting in joyous refrain: 
"Hallelujah, we have seen the light!" German Jewry has 
had the advantages of "J uedische Wissenschaft" for nearly 
a century - great scholars, great teachers and great books 
- and yet apo tasy, intermarriage, indifference and 
cynici m are more rampant among its intellectuals to-day 
than ever before. 

The alienation from Jewry and Judaism resulting from 
the deprivations inherent in the lot of a disfavored minority 
i particularly in evidence in the case of that smaller group 
of J ewi h intellectuals to whom the writers may be referring 
- th authors, journali t , arti t , philosophers, profes-
or , etc. Many of the e have eschewed Judaism and the 

Jew not because they do not know their people (for a 
goodly number of them hail from good old-fashioned Jewish 
horn s, from di tinctly Jewish environment , and some of 
th m actually recei ed orthodox J ewi h training), but 
becau e they do not wish to know. There are richer 
pa tures el ewhere . . . . higher rewards, both social 
and monetary. It is only after these intellectuals are dis
illu ioned, after they discover that the anticipated rewards 
are not forthcoming, that they return to the welcoming 



fold of I r 1, a bit add n d nd mbitt r cl nd bi 
ov rz alou ..... 

One of th otion of 1r. h n i n r 
li re Rob rt au hor of "Jonah,' nd L ,vr n 
Langner, author of o , " mi r pre n h J in h 1r 
writing; or that uch m n a AI xand r G Id m • i r h 
J ewi h culture and corn th hop of J wL h r n i. n 
becau e, for ooth • ' we ha e ne 1 c d to m k 
acce • to earcher uch a th th r ur of our tr di
tion." Ther e m o be a confu ion in m aphor h r . 
Searchers for truth are not r tarded in h ir pur uit af r 
truth by the fact that truth i not a y of a c . Th r 

search for truth. On Dr. Goldenw i r' v nialit 
Eli ha Friedman ha already thrown , r r yealin 
(Menorah Journal, Augu t, 1925.) Mor n d no b aid. 
But concerning he other one wond r wh th r h h
ter could not have illumined the author of 'l\1 ' n th 
true meanin of Jewi h legali -m if h lat er had t k n h 
trouble to con ult hi work : or could n Abad H Am 
"Mo e ' or Cornill' " 1lo e "'or ev n Philo' "On h Lif 
of o e (a11 a . ailabl in En Ii h), r num rou o h r 
e a which any J ewi h librari n would hav pu at hi 
di po al, ha e iven him the tru h if h had reall • u h 
to know the tru h in t ad of popu1arizin 1 , tupid ficti n . 
But then r. Lan ner i • hi own ca aw rh n h 
frank] acknowled hat he buil hi charac r of 1o 
' not upon he ac ual ]if of o a told in h Old T t -
m n , but upon th pr c nc pti n of h th r audi-
nc ' .... (In reduction o ' 1o " pa Lr.) nd 

i not thi al o rue of Mr. a han? Ith ·id n 1: n 
occurred to the critic tha the m re public ion of bo k 
do not in ur th ir b in r ad . . . . 

But the height of i r ach d by 1r. 
Cob n when h tate ha fr. ncken, of th Anierican 
Mercury, who rec n I d clared that 'th r li ion (of h 
Jew ) i probabl the mo murd rou e T r h ard f in 
hi tory," wa dri n to thi conclu ion b cau... h la t r 
"never found available in a form palatable to ntl man of 

27 



his intelligence account - or the originals on which they 
are based - of the hi tory, literature and religion of the 
Jews." Poor Mr. Mencken, more sinned against than 
sinning! Dare one a k whether the books of the prophets 
and the psalm in their English version were acceptable 
to thi g ntl man's ari tocratic palate? And did these 
give him the impre sion that the Jewish religion is the 
mo t murderou e er heard of? Would a reading of 
Sch chter' "Studie ," Kohler' "Theology," Lazarus' 
'E hie of Judai m," Abelson' "Immanence of God in 
Rabbinic Literature, ' Butterweiser's ' Prophets of Israel," 
or Graetz 'Hi tory" or the Jewish prayer-book, or even 
the num rous arti l on the history, religion and litera
tur of th Jew in th J \Vi h Encyclopedia (all available in 
Engli h), ha e giv n thi eminent critic that exalted opinion 
of our fai h? Or mu t the e writings first be recast in the 
tyl of the American .A{ ercury and The Smart Set before 

thi S bariti,c th ologian will deign to bestow upon them 
a pa ing glanc ? Again, Mr. Mencken undoubtedly 
r ad G rman,, and in the vast J ewi h literature written in 
tha language he undoubtedly could have discovered some 
ma rial bJ which to 1 , t hi sch larly conclusions. The 
fac of th matter i , that in the face of blissful ignorance 
and boundl mendacity the Almighty Himself is help-
I . . . . . 

VIII 

DR. KALLE T'S review of American Jewish life is 
~o le . up rfici~l. Hi argument runs something 
hk th1 : J uda1 m can hardly survive in the 

nit d tate for all the three classes into which he 
di id American J wry how clear signs of decay. The 
working cla e are not intere ted in the transmission of 
J udai m to th ir hildren. The middle classes, largely 
ompo d of Ea t European cons rvative or orthodox 

Jew , who b cau th take gr a er chances in business 
and ar th refore in gr ater ne d of the grace of God, are 



more religiou . Th y are to be er di ed with , ·hat r of 
Jewish activity there is in the nit d tat • bu th ir 
children do not follow in th ir foot t p . And th pro -
perous native Jews of We t Europ an ori in, am ng 
whom are to be numbered the reform J w , how 1 a t 
promise. The reform Jewish group hardly e er end on 
of its sons into the rabbinate (although on th authority f 
Dr. Morgenstern, president of the H br w • nion II g , 
we have it that nearly 60% of the tudent body of the 
Hebrew Union College come from reform J wi h h m *) 
-its children graduate from the Sunday School into an 
indifference to Judaism (although the large majority of 
them seem to find their way into congregational affiliati n. 
Of the forty-five members on the board of the two r form 
congregations of Cleveland, twenty were ducat d in th 
religious schools of the e temples. Thi i true of many 
of the older congregation .) 

Dr. Kallen's summary is very dark,, indeed. "The Je, 
of America fall with re pect to J udai m into thre bro d 
divisions, none of which shows any eeds of a vi al futur 
Judaism." And what is the remedy, if any? Make 
Judai m more relevant to modern ]jfo (the battl -cry f 

*Dr. Morgen tern writes: "You '1 ill understand that it i not y 
to determine exactly wheth r a tudent of the olle e me from a 
Reform Jewi h home or abbath chool, or no , inc th r ar vari u 
gradations from Orthodo , through on er ati m, to R form. l low
ever, I have gone over the pr sent enrollment of our u n car fully 
and find that approximately 5- out of about 105 stud nt come from 
, hat I feel justified in calling R form home and environm nt . 
Fur hermor , of this ar ntering cla I ha loo red up th r or I 
and find that 1 tudents were born in thi countr and 9 , r r b rn 
abroad, one of them in En land. Thi la ·t tud nt com from a 
t pical Reform J ewi h home. Of cour not all of th ight n " ho 
were born in thi country can be aid to ome from tri ly R form 
horn s, but the great majority unque tiona ly do o. 

I find thi : that each year, a is quit natural, h p r ntage of 
tudents born abroad decrea es teadil , and corr pondingly, he 

p re ntage of students born in thi country incr a s. Furth rmor , 
with this dev lopment there is likewi e a tead , though not a rapid, 
increase in the percentage of student l ho come from R form homes. 
The percentage is now approximately 60 from Reform homes, where
as a few years ago it was, I am sure, not o er 40 to 45 0 ." 
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the earlier reformer !). AH the educational institutions of 
Judaism should be given "a specific contemporary relevan
cy." The rabbi and teachers should become aware that 
they are living "in a world of which industry, trade, science, 
the movies, the radio, and the press, are the dynamic sub
stance immediate and compelling." And what a shock 
this will prove to those innocent, cloistered American rab
bis who are so utterly unaware of these amazing facts! .... 

And who i responsible for this intellectual isolation of 
the American rabbis, thus discovered to be so naive and 
unconversant. Wh , the rabbinical seminaries! They 
are "intellectual morgues dedicated to the anatomy of the 
dead pa t of language and law and history." All these 
u bjects should be scrapped or relegated to professional 
cholars. The rabbinical seminaries where ''Judaistic 

mini ters" are trained should become in a manner annexes 
to th " ew School for Social Research;" Jewish scholar-
hip should be separated from the ministry (Dr. Kallen, 

to my knowledge, is the first man to complain that American 
rabbi uffer from too much scholarship) ; they should be 
in tructed more in the Jewish present and less in the 
J ewi h past. They should be taught the structure and func
tion of Je, i h communities and their institutions. (Al
thou h specialization in this field belongs more logically, it 

em to us, to the profe sion of the Jewish social worker, 
and the e ubj cts hould occupy the chief place in the 
curriculum of ''The Training School for Jewish Social 
Work" and imilar in titutions.) The rabbis should also 
be trained in p ychopathology, so as to understand, we 
a ume, why Jewish literati must first become amateur 
"goyim" before th ) become professional "Hebraists" .... 
"A training school for J udaist ministers, in a word, would 
familiarize it trainee with that total fulness of the life of 
• h J wi h people which I am accustomed to call Hebraism, 
and of which J udai m i a part and but a small part." 

But ju t what thi adly attenuated Judaism is, or is to be, 
or why it i at all, Dr. Kallen doe not take the trouble to 
tat . The impre sion one gains is that Dr. Kallen's 
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Judaism is expressed in terms of a modicum of knowledg 
of Jewish history, literature {principally mod rn), and of 
the structure and needs of mod rn community Jif . From 
a rather difficult entence at the close of hi article one may 
also infer that the sole function of thi J udai m in the 
"total fulness of the life of the J ewi h people" i to a uage 
pathological disturbances within the J ewi h group wh n
ever such disturbances occur - in oth r words, a ort of 
patent soothing-syrup. ' He (the rabbi) will b abl to 
bring it (J udai m) rele antly to bear on that d ic for 
the enhancement of ecurity and the a uag m nt of 
fear which is the Jew' own, and which i p culiarl uit d, 
therefore, to the idiosyncra y of what ver patho1ogi al 
condition of mood ari e within the tructur and b havior 
patterns of Jewi h group ." 

\\ e have already indicat d what ur n ption f th 
role of Judai m in Jewi h life i . We in i t tha it i n t 
peripheral but focal. Furthermor , in common wi h all 
other "J udaists" we find that at the heart o{ our fai h r
tain essential doctrines touching God and man's r lation 
to God, and Providence and Prayer - d ctrin which d 
not even appear on the farthc t horizons of Dr. Kall n • 
dissertation. Whatever el J udai rn m y b , it i ur ly 
fir t and foremost a faith and a theology. Its m ag i 
primarily to the individual and then to the community. 
It concerns itself with the fundamental spiritual need of 
human beings, the need of God, the need of communion 
with God, and the need of an invincible hope in the ulti
mate triumph of the moral order. It seeks to organize th 
life of man around a central motivating faith in a upr me 
Intelligence, who is source and sanction of all the moral 
aspirations of man; it defines the ritual of God's worship a 
justice, love and piety, and points to the rewards of Hi 
wor hip - peace, strength for life's struggle , confidence 
in the midst of defeat. It has a vision, too, and a program 
for the whole community of Israel, "to perfect the world 
according to the pattern of the Kingdom of God." It also 
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presents an international code of morality based on brother
hood and peace. 

Institutions, therefore, which undertake the training of 
ministers who are to preach these ideals must first apply 
themselves to the inculcation of these ideals among their 
students; they must convince them of the reality of these 
spiritual values, and they must inspire them with glowing 
zeal to live by them and for them, to shape their own lives 
after their pattern, and to help others to shape their lives 
accordingly. To this end the whole sacred literature of 
Israel is to be utilized as text, the whole range of Jewish 
experience, the complete records of the searchings and 
gropings of the mind and soul of Israel as revealed in the 
writings of our philosophers, poets and preachers. "Be
hold within thee the long train of thy Trophies, not with
out thee." This i basic. But it is not exclusive. What
e er of truth bearing upon these tremendous purposes may 
be gleaned from the literature of other peoples, from science, 
art and philosophy, must be uti~ized for correction,. clarifica
tion and interpretation. To be sure, rabbis who are to 
carry on their mini try of spiritual leading in a modern 
world must have. a sound understanding of the problems 
of modern society and of the sped fie problems of Jewish 
society, in order that their work may be relevant and ef
ficient. From our acquaintance with the existing theological 
institutions we are convinced that serious attention is 
being increasingly given to these subjects. The seminaries 
are supplementing the economic and sociologic studies 
which their tudents take in the universities by special 
courses in the specific Jewish Community problems. 
Perhaps there hould be more of these courses, but certain
ly the more ought not to loom so large as to crowd out 
the basic theologic, historic and literary studies. The 
aim must always be to prepare the men, not for executive 
positions in social agencies, a task which rightly belongs 
to other institutions, nor for the position of arbiter in 
specific economic disputes which daily arise in American 
life, concerning which only the expert economist or sociol-
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ogist can to-day speak with any authority, but for th 
prophetic preachment of the ba ic piritual truth of 
human experience, for the all importan work of morally 
sen itizing men and women to such a pitch that when a 
situation arises involving a clear moral i su , whether in 
their private life or in their civic, national or indu trial life, 
they will be moved to choose the good and e chew the vii. 

IX 

DR. KALLE 'S ill-tempered critici m of the mod rn 
rabbi de er e only pa ing notice. W ubmit 
that an as ertion uch a , 'Th y ( th rabbi ) 

d velop into public flatterer of th power on whi h th ir 
livelihood depends," is unfair and utt rly unb oming th 
scientific temper of a se ker after truth. Thi i pl n 
and venom and the settling of old score . . . . n t truth! 
It would appear from tbi statement that the m ri an 
rabbis, who e average incomes ar I than tho 
moderately successf u[ junk-d aler or pants manufactur r, 
are so crippled and incompetent that they could no earn 
a living elsewhere, but that they must d p nd n th 
ministry for their livelihood, even at the co t of piritual 
degradation. It seem to grieve thi Prof or that th 
prosperous Jewi h communiti of Am rica are, in om 
instances, making it pos ible for a rabbi and hi family 
to maintain a tolerably decent tandard of li ing. Even 
Moses in his day seems to have had his Kallen . When
ever he entered the Tent of the Me ting, the Rabbis say, 
there were men who were wont to cry out: "Look at his 
fat limbs and the sleekness of hi body! hi food and drink 
are of the Jews, and all that he has are of the Jews" . . . . 
(T. Jer. Shek. v. 2). 

Similarly puerile is the slur ca t by the writer on the 
young men who are attending the various th ological 
schools in order to prepare themsel ve for the mini try. 
"They have been bribed into the rabbinate." The fact 
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that learning to be a rabbi usually costs nothing, and that 
the profession calls for no great physical or intellectual 
exertion, and the relatively high income, are the reasons 
gi en why these young men have chosen their vocations. 
Judging from the low estimate which the Professor has 
of his fellow Jew , one wonders why, in the face of all these 
alluring inducements, our theological schools are not over
run with tudents . . . . \Vere the emolument so high and 
the "ea e and security of a rabbi's life" so certain, "bribes" 
would not be necessary. The fact of the matter is that the 
ministry do not offer the ease and security and the rich 
incomes which the a erage young man choosing a career 
quite naturally con ider . It holds out none of the glamor
ous financial pro pects which the successful practice of 
la, or medicine or bu ines does. The Professor is perhaps 
mi led in his financial barometer by the relatively high 
income of a few metropolitan rabbis (who probably would 
ha e done quite as weH, if not better:, financially, in other 
, alks of life). The a erage is not at all so attractive. 
One need but visit the homes of American rabbis - ortho
dox, con ervative or reform - from one ,end of the country 
to the other,, to realize how very modest these homes are 
and to what stinting and craping these men are often 
r duced by the nece ity of keeping up a standard of living 
" hich their communitie demand of them. And as for 
"ea e and curit ," a veritable tyro in the ministry could 
gi e the Prof or ome pointers . . . . 

The childr n of well-to-do Jew are not going into the 
mini try to-da an more than they are going in to the 
prof ion of teaching or ocial work or the art . Very 
few of h m re now going into any profe sion except the 
la1.: , which ha its "bu ine " angle. . . . . It would be of 
int r t to knO\ \\ hether the tudent of the ew School 
of Social R s arch are r cruit d from the ranks of America's 
multi-millionaire ..... Well-to-do parents want their 
children to enter into their own established business 
concerns or in to ome other bu iness in which they can 
help them. Nothing o fantastic as the ministry occurs 
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to them. It i the childr n of th p or who r om im 
attracted to the mini try or to oci I work or to t achin 
or to the career of an arti t. Thi h lway b n 
'Take care of the children of th poor, for th T r h 

emanates from them." 

X 

IN conclusion, a word about Jewi h unity and J wi h 
leadership in America, the lack f whi h i o adl 
lamented by many. 

Throughout the writing of Cohen, Kall n nd Hurwitz, 
one finds a pathetic hankering ft r or ni unit in 
American Israel. Each one blandly a ume that th dif
ference which exi tar light, and ould b c ily c mp d 
if the rabbi were not uch bungl r ,, or if h min ri 
were not such morgu s, or if , ome gr ~at I, ad r would 
arise who by the wave of some magic w nd would r int -
grate the cattered life of our p opl . Thu Mr. Hun itz 
writes: "Third, and thi i the basic il - h r i no 
real leader hip in American Jewry; no l ad r hip that, 
transcending all the ariou , pr, vailing ect , p rti and 
propaganda , po s s e the inteUig, nee to s e J , ·i h lif 
teadily and as a whol , , ith all it g nuin n d nd 

stirring potentialiti ; r ligion and cultur nd phil n hr p 
and indu try, Dia pora and Zi n; or possessin th m
telligenc , ha th courage and n r y to brin m ri an 
Jew to erve all of th n d int r 11 t th r." 

Rabbi Joel Blau, in hi though f ul p p r 'Th a 
of Jewi h Education," which app ar d in th ~1enorah 
Journal of F bruary, 1925, i mo d b a imilar m tic 
faith: "I look forward to h tim , h n m gr at I ad r 
in I ra I, be he rabbi or layman, will r call our p pie 
from this (as hi toric reckoning goe ) m m ntary ab rra
tion, will recall it to anity and , i dom. And then, if \\ e 
cannot entirely aboli h our religiou diff r nee , mainly 
centering in questions of religious etiquett , w will look 
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upon them with an eye so steadily directed to truth that 
these minor points will cease to count. After that we shall 
be ready to build a real Jewish Educational Institute, to 
serve as a center for Jews of all varieties. One House for 
the entire Household of Israel!" 

But all this is frightfully naive. There is no Jewish 
community in the world, unless it be in the small back
water center , untouched by modern life, where such a 
unity exist . There is much less unity in the great centers 
of Jewish life, in Poland and in Russia, than there is in 
the United States. The Jewish communities there are 
split mo t deci i ely along numerous nationalistic, economic 
and religiou line . At times the political emergencies of a 
minorit group will weld them together into a temporary 
truce, but they po e neither a central authority, an 
acknowledg d leader hip, a common purpose nor a common 
program. Thi i true also of the countries in Western 
Europe. E rywhere Jewry has its nationalists and its 
a imilationi t , it Yiddi hi t and its Hebraists, its 
m d mi t and it , fundamentalist , its pietists and its 
ath i t , it radical and it bourg oi ie, its bolshevists and 
it banker • and a the process of secularization on the one 
hand and r ligious individualization on the other con
tinu , th r will be till greater differentiation among the 
group in J \\ ry. Thi i true of all peoples. It is also true 
of the Jewi h p ople. It is very surprising that men who, 
lik th di tingui hed editor of the Menorah Journal, cor
rectly under tand that Israel is a people and not merely a 
r ligious communit , do not bear this fact in mind. A 
religiou sec may ha e a leader; a people has leaders, with 
variou and oppo ing programs in all the departments of 
national life and thought. A people is divided fifty ways 
a regards the lead rs whom it chooses and the ideals which 
it choo es to foll w. The Yiddish bolshevists of Russia 
and the Ru ian Zionist alike recognize that the Jews con-
titut a di tincti e ethnic group. But what a gulf there 

exi ts b tw en th ir purposes and programs - and what 
hostility! The Mizrachi and the Agudath Israel have the 



same Shulchan Aruch in common, and y t • n in P I -
tine they need must have their own c mmuniti and th 1r 

own leaders - and no lo i lo t b tw nth m. 
The plain duty of the thoughtful m rican J w to-d~ y 

is to discover for him elf the particular in terpr tati n f 
Jewish life which appeal to him, and affirmati I o f 11 w 
it through, joining with oth r of like mind in an ff rt to 
make that view and that tendenc a d minant in J wi h 
life as possible. There will n er b 'a ompr h n i 
vision and compelling leader hip in m rican J , r ," any 
more than there is in American life in g n r I r in th lif 
of any civilized people. 

There will take place from tim o tim a p lin f 
resources when common int r t , hi fl p liti al nd 
economic, are at stake, wh n anti- emiti propa nd r 
unfavorable legi lation thr at n th urity f all th 
group , or when humanitarian ntim nt mak 
appeal. At time the ariou r ligiou gr up 
will meet in conference to fo t r edu i nal 
programs are acceptable to th m all. But b } nd thi 
commendable "opportuni m," it i foll t xp ct lid rity 
and unity in American Israel. 
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