
 
Abba Hillel Silver Collection Digitization Project 
Featuring collections from the Western Reserve Historical Society and 

The Jacob Rader Marcus Center of the American Jewish Archives 

 
 
  

Western Reserve Historical Society                 American Jewish Archives 
10825 East Boulevard, Cleveland, Ohio 44106 3101 Clifton Avenue, Cincinnati, Ohio 45220 
(216) 721-5722                                                 (513) 487-3000 
wrhs.org                                                         AmericanJewishArchives.org 

 
MS-4787: Abba Hillel Silver Papers, 1902-1989. 

Series V: Writings, 1909-1963, undated. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Reel     Box         Folder  
         173           63           138 
 
 

Senator Theodore E. Burton, 75th birthday, 1926. 
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Rabbi Abba i~illel Silver: I indeed grateful 'o ... 

t-is opport ity to add m r b ie-.'. t ibute to the s posium 

this evenin , a symposium of tri butes, to th t life of 

se vice d usef lness which is Senator B ton's. I a~ 

not 0..1.' th t privileged roup of men , ho kno'J Sen 'to 

Burton intimatel , but, as a i'ello 1:J citizen, and f'S one 

sornevJhat inte ... ested because of his pro ... ess ·on in :public 

affairs, 1 h e _allowed 'ith the keenest ppreciation t e 

political career of ti1is man ·whom e delight to honor 

tonight . 

I have been a~ked to re ·on to the toast, "Se1 to 

Burton , t:a.e Schola in Polit.:. • 
n lhe scholar in politics 

more :particul_,rly in J..iueiican politics , is e crea.tu e, 

a are )id indeed , which alietts but ouc sionall on 

our democr tic shore . ··re are acou inted vith m n r 

t es o: men in o :publl c life. e kno i the amate~ in 

:politics , the man 1ho chooses t he politic 1 career as an 

avocation because he has not hing else to do , o them n 

i; h o c ho oses the politic al care er as a vocatio11 because he 

cen't do anvthin else . ;e a.re acquainted i th 11 t ;pes 

of temper ents in our political life, f 'om the jovi 1 , 

sr.iiling, hale-fello 'J ··ell-rnet, friend of 

ustere a some and p-ofoundl silent 

li bert . 

1e people , to the 

ardian of ou 

But the scholar in politics is a e . 'i1he man ho 
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kno·1s, the man 1 Jho kno•~Js what it is 11 lout, the n 

, _ o knows the phi lo so 1)h c:nd the theorJ O.L
1 govern ien t, 

the man ·1h o app oach es his task \ i t ... o 1 t p etense nd 

ithou.J. sl 1, the ma who in eo_rnon ~ith his coni' e es 

in othe prol'essions humbl 8!) Jlj es hjmself to the task 

with foremost ability to probe out the fact, to eet to t:b..e 

eali ti es in a situation, ~ nd the m n Jii.o has e 1:. i ped 

himsel~ with a well tr~ined intellect of cu ac r 

and precision v hich he can bring to -oear· upou these 1· cts 

once c is covered, i'or construe ti ve and helpful thinki _g - -

I sa - tne scholar in politics, as \•Je ..... 11 knov1, i veru 

are, nd that is rather unfortunate be cu.use politics , of 

all the departments of huma l 
' 

ecui es , to mT VJa· of 

thin.Kinrr , the maximv . of schol ship , esp e i 11 i our 

own d~v when overnment is touching so man.r ::'ields o 

human enf.eavor, vJb.en government is c..lmo st b ecomin '1.ll -

emb aci .cr in its scope . It is o supreme moment that 

schola ship be emplo-. ed . Al 'lost eve ., i .. :portant 

national iss· e to ar ultim tel ~esolves itself into 

~uest:ons o e onomics or soci ology o- la 1
; sometimes into 

questions 0..1.. hist or , sometimes :psycl olo& ; and these 

sciences so indi pensable in intelli,,.ei.t government toda 

do not come b· int~ition but b r stud r , the kind of 

stud tha.t hollov, s the chee .. .: nd ''rinkle s the bro 'J and 

tir es tl e hea:rt . 

mne issues before a reat le islative bod toda , 
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friends, are no longe of t~ at 1_1ite o bl , ... t .r~ 

absolute ight on the one hand - nd the absolute ;r ong 011 

the othe , so that an r man with a minim oi' i tel_i ence 

ca di scove,. fo hi. self ,~hat side o_ the issue he o 

be on . Distinctions in issues toda a e not s s h· ly 

d a1 1n . 'l1he- e a- e certain shavin 17 s ncl delicate nu nces , 

nd the choice is oftentimes ve_.,r d.iff'ic ,1t to make , and 

onl tha.t m8n ;ho kno ,vs the details and the minutia, 

the mic oscouic f~ t ve y often--onl that man is ble to 

contribute some thing eal to p1.--ogres s i7e government 

toda . 

to 

I Senator Burton has been en bled to render historic 

service to his count y in man v tal problems, in the 

problems o~ appropriation , of the monetar s stem, of our 

national a ter ~1 a s , in inter t • on 1 nero t iat ions touching 

the control o~ arms, or on llieu debts, it "88 due not 

onl~ to the fact that Sen-to Burton is pree inentl r 

a man o integrit and ho10_ and cour ae , but also because 

he kne -~ . Le mastered his act . He 1as , ble to bri .. ~ to 

a given situation a wide and thoro u hand p e ise knowledge 

of the facts, and he b.ro Jgh t '- comprehensive unde st andin 

of' all the collate al issues involved , and. along 1ith it 

11 a ipe and seasoned , isdorn which came to him as a esult 

of a life - long contact v:ith the best ·1h ch has been spoken 

o y1ri t ten b.,. the be st rri inds of mankind . 

Te uas listened to in high positions bee use he spoke 
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as a man havin::> :uthoritr . I have oftenti~es t'o .c•ht , 

and in that thought I found a reat deal of con_' idence 

and en aura e~ent at th=i :periodic re-elections to high 

of "ice '1h ich the citizens of thi s c i tv and this state ere 

privileged to be st©w upon the Senator, Jere not onl r 

tribute to the Sen to himself , out mo ... e so tr· v te to 

the growing intelli~ence of our electo_ate nd 

vind.icrtion or ou· represent t ive fo m o~ gov er .. ent . 

I thin~ it a s George Bern _ d S~a~ ~ho s~ ·a. some time 

ago, ~Jith a great deal of justification, of tn.e impulse o 

thv ave age citizen \'when he discove s superiorit 1 ... in a 

man : "The impulse of the avera_('J'e ci tize , •Jhen he 

discovers superiority in a n, i to ta and feathe h ·m, 

and not to vote f o him . " 

That has been ve .,. true, as Je all kno 'J, in mo st 

instances . People s a rule like mediocrity . The- c 

warm themselves up to mediocrit... . Superiority is cold nd 

oftentimes dr . 

.. ,e have from time to time had. men oi first rank in 

office , but, verr often, as the esult of pu c accident . 

The fact hat he_ e ro1cl t.11.e e, and esp eci all here in our 

o·vn cit and in 0 1 oNn st te , t~ere wes a sufficient 

numbe of ]l_merican citizens Jho ·1ere ble to eco nize 

supe io ity in a man, and inste d of tarring and 

fevthering him, elevating him to a position of pr o1 inence 

and importa1 0 3 and honoring him , is tom min ah pp 
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r i' or "G he fu t e . 

I el ieve in American demo rac r in spite oi c..ll its 

failings and shortcomings rrnd delinquenciev, und I m not 

unacq_uninted o_ these things, out I beli.eve t ~at the da, .. 

~Jill come , hen men of the t r:pe which Senato-r Bu ton s 

8plendidl ~euresents Nill, if not p edominate, cert ~inl 

be la s1sely represented i._ our legislative halls . I believe 

that the time is comin'3 1hen men ~1ill train themselves f 

the proi'ession 01· politics as closel as the train them

selves for the profession of engineering or medicine , and I 

believe that the time is cominu hen men ill look upon 

the profession of the politici n , =nd I use the.t v.1 0 d 'Ji t _ 

all the st gma vhich unfo_tu _atel r ttaches tself to it-

thet the profes ioP of the politician, of the pu li 

se vant, of the ad.ministering of ou publ c fairs, ·Jill 

be looked uuon 2. s one of suureme wo th and hono ... a ~d ... . 

di~nit in our republic, and it is men of tho t;v-:9e o • 

Senato Burton h ich e b_in 00 in :, th,t day app ec 8.bly 

nearer c nd nearer throu n their life o . servi ce, of 

intelli~ence and scholarl appli ation to the detailed 

problems 0.1 eove 11ment thro P'h thei ... lire oI unseliisl.ness 

and absolute faithfulness . 

And so I join Jith 11 of rou friends, and ~ith all 

fue citi~ens of this land, in extending m heartiest 

felicitations t o him ho has hono ed us b the life hich 

he h s lived, and b r the noble traditions ·1hich he has 
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established . 1a he go 1rom strength to stren th, and 

may his greatest rewa ... d in life be that he will have 

raised m ,r d.isciples who ill follo in t he foots eps 

of this scholar in politics . (Appl use . ) 

.. r . Howland : V,ell , gentlemen , I think it v.i s 

President Ga liel t_1at said., in one of those beaut i ul 

orations of his , that the sweetest and most beautiful of 

the flo ers ere the one~ that bloomed on the garden wall 

o :politi c s . he gentleman who is to propose the next 

toast has , for a great man ears , called himself a 

democrat . Mobod r else ·wouJ..d think of calling him such a 

hard , harsh name (laught er) , but he is going to pick a 

fe~ flowers that bloom on the u en ~all of po l itics . 

He se ved , I think , with Senator Burt on , and he is familiar 

to a verr large degree w· th t1e standing nd the influence 

of Senator Burton . He v.1 ill propose the to st , nsenator 

Burto and the Cont;ress." Senator Atlee Pomerene . 

( Great applause . ) 










