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Leisure and the Church 

. \BB\ Tr11 LEL .·11.,· E1<, 1). D., Rahhi, The Temple, 'e,eland. ()hin. 

1 Ji_,11·sl of <tdtl •·css !ti°i ·,·11 al Nccrc<1l iC111 ( ·e1 11,1rcss . . I lla11 lic 
( ily . .\' . .I., Orlohrr 1, '- .!.!, J<J.!6. l'ri11l, ·cl ,l•illi' ra111issio11 of 
" ., '1,· f'lay!J l'Cl ll lld ... _ E1HTlll{. 

The cllllrrh is ,·itally inter<:. t<:cl in the pro,·i:io11 of 
leisure ior men, and in the 11:--age. to which such leistir 
i.- put. ( )nc of the prnuclc.t and mn"t justiliahle ho;i...ts 
oi org;mi1<·d reli'.•·iun i .... that it made rest at least one 
day a week compul..,ory. 

It i:-. onh· as man i.._ able to f rt"e him:-.clf ii onh· for a 
brief peri,~cl oi time. from the ,·exations. and ti1c dull 
routine oi labor and d ·,·ote himsl'l i to the higher ex­
ploit. o i the mind and the spirit that he heeome: con­
. cious of his kinship ,rith Di,·init \'. 

The clmrch i: intere:--tcd in lei . ~ire because it knows 
that no culture. IH> ciYilization. 110 spiritual religion i.­
pos ... ihlc ,,·ithout lei:--tll'l' ior culture require. lci:-.ttrc. 
ci, ilization rl'quires time ior mental aclH·ntmc in un­
cli:-.co,-cred continent:-. of glory: and a truly !-.piritual 
religion require.- time for meditation for the calm con­
tl'mplati,111 ()i liie':-- proiunditie . . Th , Kingd()lll clncs 
not come with ha!-.tl'. l 'nles. lei ur • i:-. wise!\· utilized 
and c:·plnitcd it n:ay de:-.trny !-.l>ciety eYen ,;s it may 
:-.an· it. l .eisur<.' nnkes po:-. . ih!e idlcnc. s and a moral 
indolence \\"hi ·h in turn may hegd ,·ice and corruption. 
\\'hat a people dlle:-. ,, ith it:-. 1 •i:-.ur • time :-.o far a: tlv· 
1111 ,ral point is c·orn:c111rd is of e,Tn greater importance 
than what a people cl c1c: in it: hottr:, of indnstn·. It 
take-- initi:tti,·c·. it Lake:-,; a definite effort of th· will for 
a man to make up his mind to u"c ll'i:ur • n_•cn.·ati, eh·. 
purpo:cinlly. \\·i:,<:ly. rather than u:-.ing- it \\'a tefuliy 
and harmfully. 

I am not at all co1winrcd a. some oi mv iricnd: arc 
that th<' church ought to try to bring und;.r its roof all 
the rccreat1unal enterpri ... c. of a C()lllt11t1nit,·. l am 
not :-.<> ambitions im organiz •cl religion. I rathc:r think 
that in . ome in--tann•.._ --uch an all -ron:prehcn. i,· • a11d 
<.'mhracing pol in· i:-. di:-.tinct f ulh· hann i ul. i()r n·n· 
oitcn tlw ... till. :-.11-1al1 ,·oice ()j the t:lmrrh a11cl it. :-.piritu;~l 
mes:agc i:-. drn\\'ncd in the din oi the multifarious 
ac:ti,·itie.._ which go on under its roof. \'en· often the 
church in attc:mpting to sanctify ... entlar acti,·itie • finds 
that it. :-.acrecl inten.·:-.t:-. arc being profaned and :-.ecular­
ized and that is a cli-.,tinct . orial lo:-.s. Hut I maintain 
that in thos<.· l()calitie:-. where thcr • arc no agencic.·.- doin~ 
thi:-. work of salYalion. teaching 111e11 how to u"<.' th ·ir 
lei:-.ure time ncatin·ly, the churrh might to tak' th· 
initiati,T nntil ~uch tim • a:, cli:,tinctin· agencie an:-.e 
in the field lo tak<.' m·er tht' work and earn· it 011. 

The appalling in ·rcase in juH·11ilc cklinquenry i.., 
making all nf u:-. ,·ery much depre:-.secl. \\'e lind that 
1110. t of the fir:t offender. ar • ymmg boy ... and girl.. 
\\ 'e !incl that alirn>. t /0 percent of the criminals arc 
young })l'<>p!c. There . ·ems to ha,·' s ·t in a comp! •t' 
hrcakclown in the n~oral ton• of th ' .\111erican people. 
< )ld :-.tandard. h;wc hroken down and ne,\· :tandard.­
haff not )<.'t been e:-.tahlished. \\' • . eem to ha Ye grown 
too rich in the la~t f e,v d -rad ·s and too C,t:,,· ,roinO' and - h :--,, 

a coti...idl'rahk p<1rti<111 <1i our population has li<.Tn \ ic­
timi1ed b_, the di--n1ptin· i111lm·11n·" Df lu,nn and l"(­
ce:-.sin· wealth. l·11dvr the. c co11ditio11 <llll: \()tlth i" 
rai~ecl and it is n()t at all . ttrpri--ing that many -of tlK'lll 

are broken. mnralh- hdon· th(',. reach the , ear.., of 
di:-.cretio11 and mat;irit). • • 

11 ·n· i.._ the opportunity oi the church. It ought to 
becrnm· the plan·, the natural rallying place inr y1>1111g 
pcnpk. where .._,1ch plarcs clo not exi:-.t. whl're wholc­
"onw. stimulating. dneloping- ffl'!'C.'atio11 ,,1,nld lie of­
fcn:d to them. 

).°o\\· a.., far as earning a li,·ing i.._ conccnw<l. :,perial­
ization i: a tn·mernlou.., help . . \.., iar a:-. l'arning a liie i:-. 
c1mcerned. :-.pecializatinn i:-- the great<.':-.t nwn;H:t·. For a 
man i.., mme than a j11h. and life i-., llll)re than thl' li,·ing. 

\\ 'e nl'ed in :-.oc:iety today more oi crcati\T a111ateur:,. 
By amat<.-ur. I nwan a n:an \\·ho pur. m•.., an object, 
not hcc;ni-.,e he i. clrin·n t1> it ll\· an erornimic ur<re 

., h ' 
not <Hll oi mTe,-.,ity. but out of a :-.heer lll\'l' for it. 

).°o\\·. the .\mcrican ln1si11es" man i" a prof<.':-.-.irnnl. 
rnmpktdy and periertly. I le i:-. nothing dsl', in hi:-. 
lmsine.. . I le is kl'_\Tcl. alert, energetic. ·11terpri ... i11g. 
full oi initiati,·c. iull oi daring. ln hi leisure, he i. 
a dull. drab. stDgy. tminll'H"..,ting i11di,·iclual. Th<.' 
. \ 111erira11 bu:,ine:s man kt:, one Ii ic and a 111a11 should 
haH· 11H1rc than nm· life and more than one ,,·oriel in 
\\·hich to !in·. The .\merican l,u:-.ines:-. man n>l1ll'" to 
his hollll' to <.'at. to "lct'p. I le come. h11nH..' f razzkd 
and ,, orn. --piritually. me11tally, ph_\ :--ically cxhaustl'd. 
I le g-oc.·.., to hi.., duli:-- ll()t ior n ·rreatic,n. not to r(.' -C:r('al<.' 
hill":-.clf !mt to :-.1noke or l() play rare!.., or to e,rhangl' 
some tri, ial hanalitie:-. <1\Tr a c)oud of . 111okl·. 

I rerall a friend oi mine who !-.tarted out in lift· 
hernirally . . plcnclidly equipped. ge1HToush· e1Hlo\\'cd ll\· 
nature \\ ith an agile 111i11d. a ket•n intellc.~rt ancl a .._e,;­
sit in· :-.<ml. :\kn prnph ·:-.i<.'d wondcriul thing. for him. 
I le lon·cl h1Hlk . . he l1in·d n111..,ic. he had a J1<>..,t of 
f ric11cl:-.. hi.., intl'rc·s :s \\'ere rnrio11:-.- he wa" d(·,·eloping 
into a \\'(·I! rouncbl human being. 

Hut earh· in Ii fe he ,,·a. raught up hy that crn11-
petitin· pa...,. ion ,rhich i:-. the dominant ke,· oi our 
national "ympll<lny. ii you choo..,e. 11 • ht.came oh­
..,e. sed \\ith the idea that he 11111:-.t succ<.'l'd . . \rnl hv 
sucn· s he meant material sucn•.., in hi.- cho:-.en hu:i11 •. 
calling. 11 <.' cktermi1wcl to apply hims ·If, •,·cry inch 
oi him. l'\l·ry ott!H.T of that enngy oi hi . to that 011 • 

ta. k to .._,,cceecl, lo ri:-.c, to g-ct to th' top, to be ma--t ·r, 
to dominat •. 

I k did. 11' brought all hi. fine e11uipme11t to play 
upon that one job. and he . ucc 'C.'ckd. Hut in th pro­
c: •:-.: of g-dting there. he.· had no time for his hook. and 
hi:-. mu. ic and hi . f ri ·11<ls. .'ucc •. !-, i. an •xacting ty­
rant. It tolerate. no cl uhlc or manifold allenianre. 
l lc lost contact \\'ith the ,,·oriel without. l l ra - ·rl 
through ti ie a if Iii· \\' ·re a rac' and th • only thing 
worth while in Ji fc \\'a. th 0 oal that man mu. t r ach. 
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11 didn't h;w , time to pau:-, • ancl look ahout him 
and . ' the world and admire th ' handiwork of Coe!. 
Tl didn't ha,· • Lim lo li,-c an eternity inn· ·ry nmment, 
as we an do if o we will ; hut h raced through Iii e . 
. \nd he arriv ·d at that pinnack. that 1rn,untain heig-ht of 
success. a triumph an acclaimed triumph. B11t no on 
kn \\" as n~nch as he. himst.1 f. what a terrible tragedy 
he had made out of hi s li f ' . ] l arri ,. ·cl. a : tarn·d, 
. tunt ·d. ingrcnn1 personality. emptied of conle11t. a 
w II-tooled. sharp ·nccl and : ea:one<I instrument o f a·­
'1llls1t1011 lmt nothing else. 

The man in him, the Coe\ in him. \\T r· dead. l r • 
had failed as a man. even as h • succeeded a · a lmsim·s . 
man. .\ncl he :pent the remaining years of hi s Ii fe 
nurs;ng- that health whi ·h he had wasted, sqttand ·red 
a. a :pendthrift. .\11d T kn'\\' what cbrkne:: was in 
his soul and \\·hat thoughb wcr passing through hi : 
mind. 

Ther is anoth ·r, a liner and a . weC:'l ·r way to li ,·c . 
and that is the nH.'ssage I b ·Ii •y " ·hich th church, in 
its authority. hacked hy it: man· ·lou: tradition ( 
human s nice, can huld hd or thl' ·y •. of men - a 
finer and a swc •ter \\"::ty of li\·ing. . \ man should \\·ork. 
oi ·1n1rse. ancl should work hard to c.tahli . h him: H 
to prm·ide for him:cl f and for his family. But a n:a11 
should nc,· -r permit himsel i ~o to co11:u111c him:d f 
that he will haYe nothing left of himself for other 
things in Ii f c: . hould not Ii · Yictimized hy th :tupid 
compel it in· pas-,inn of our clay and . prnd him. elf in 
pur:uit of aggrandizement of mm · and mor acqm:-,1-
tio11 of tho:e things which \\·ill bless neither himself 
nor hi: off:pring. 

But he will pre-empt ti111c fur himsd i. 1 k will ha,. • 
lei:-,t1rc hour: and they \\·ill he many, for ~elf -cultiyation. 



for s ·I i-c:-..;pre-.-.ion. ior -. ·I f-rcalization. for meditation. 
I It· will han.· time and l'lll'rg_, f(Jr er ·atin· a111att·urish -
1wss. if y<111 ,,·ill. . \ncl it i. creati,e annteurishne:s 
,,·hirh bring. all the romance and the glow and the ze-.l 
and th· . pkndor oi imperishal,k y<111th int<> our li\'e-.. 
It i. the thing. \\"l' do because ,n· lm-c to do thelll, and 
not hecau:-c we ha ,-e to do thelll, that arc the real reli-..h 
and beaut,· and liit of our mortal cla,·-.. .\ncl that . . 
the . \ merican lm iness man and th· . \lllerican profe: ­
sional man ought to learn. 

111 110 country in the world i. so 1m1<.'h r , ·1-encc 
paid to 111 ·n· 11101wtary suer ·. s as in our land . . \ncl 
in no cmmtrY is the lot of the man ,rho fails in that 
one thing :o pathetic a: in onr hlncl. . \ man may he 
a woncleri ully ,,. ·11-rnunde l lrnn:an li ·inO", a cultured 
indi,·idual. with line aptitude-... a mind st r eel with ac­
cunmlatcd wi:dom and a :-.on! till ·d \\ ith accunmlatecl 
goodne. :-, hut ju:t hecau:e he fail ·d in hi:-, husin •ss or 
in hi: profe-.:ion. he lllu.'t harbor pathetically 1111 the 
frin~ rc:-. of popular apprornl. 

The church in it. empha. i. on spiritual rather than 
on material qualities. ought to teach men lir t. to pre­
pare them. dn.·. for the role o i a mat ·ur in Ii ie: and. 
sc ·rn,clly. to ren·re . uch n1e11 in :ocid). The church 
ought to teach us that ( ;<,d created man. 1111l the bu . i­
ne:---, 111a11 and not the 1>1101" 111an and not th' proil'-.. i()nal 
man. not the joliifi ·d man, not the groo,·ccl and the 
routined man- hut ( ;od created man capable of a 
thou:-,and interests ancl a:--pirations and ycarnin.'.!; , and 
I le lireatlwcl int() hin: th· spirit of li ie, the . pirit of th· 
nnqm·nchah!c and a-.piring Ii ie. the . pirit oi acln.·ntur '. 
the :pirit oi . eeking and searching for new heauty and 
m·,,· gnoclne. s in the ,,·orlcl. ( ;od placed in e,Try ht1llla11 
being an insuppr •. sihle yearning- to tran . cend him:-- ·If. 



( 

Leisure and the Church* 

.\RBA HILLEL SrL 'ER, D.D. 

The Temple, Cleveland, Ohio 

Dr. Finle}. hairman : 
think, that in pre ntiuo 
houl<l read, by way of pr 

fr m that mo. t beautiful 

lt i , en· ti tt in.,. I ... :--, , 

our lirst sp ·aker. I 
fac-. a few S'lll'llC 

book on Labor and 
Lei,ure that was ever wrilt n. 

"How hall he become wi e that holdeth th 
plow; that 0 lori th in the haft of the goat; that 
driveth oxen and i o cupied in their labor ? He 
will . et hi heart up n turninrr hi f urroug-h and 
hi wak fulne. to cri,e hi. heifer-; their fodd·r. 

•• o i e,· ry artificer and \\"orkma ·ter that 
pa s th hi time by night as by day. lilting- g-rav­
ing ' of i~net and wakeful to fini h hi work. 

• o i the mith by the am·il. The ,·apor of the 
fire wa teth hi fle~h. l,ut he i \\'ake ful to adorn 
hi work per£ ctly. 

" o i th potter turnino- hi whc I about with 
his f et, applying hi . h art to fini h hi g-lazing-. 

··\Vith ,ut the-,e hall not the city b inhabited. 
Thry will maintain the fabric of the w rld but 
th y _hall not be , ought for in the coun 1 of the 
pe pie. They hall n t it on th . eat of the ju }O'e, 
n ither hall they d ·tare in . truction and judg­
ment.' 

X w, if anything m re beautiful than that could 
h writt n on the ubject of "Leisure and Labor," 
I am . lire it will be aid by D ctor bba ( which 
m an "father') Hillel ilver. of leveland, who 
i not only a leader in the ocial work there, but is 
a mo t eloquent exponent of man' humanity to 
man. 

I quoted th oth r clay, in an editorial the verse, 
" pple of rrold in ha ket of ih-er." But I 
really didn't quote it that way. I quoted it in the 
revi ed ver, ion, becau e I never could quite under­
stand what " pple f aold in ba kets of silver" 
meant. It i " pple of O'old in frame of ih·er." 

I pre ent Dr. ilver. 
Dr. ilver: The church i , of cour e, vitally 

intere ted in the provi ion of lei ure for men, and 
in the u aae to , hich uch lei ure i put. 

" ddres. ii:iven at Recreation Con re "· Atlantic City, . J., 0 tohcr I -22, 1926. 

I think that one of the pruude-..t an<l m :-t ju ti­
fiable boa t of organiz d religion i that it made 
re t at lea t on ' day a we k compul or •. It 
e~tabli hed a periodic :abbath. a day of cc ·ati n 
from t il-r , t nut only for the ma ·t r and hi 
hou. ehold, but al o f r th . lav and the trano-er , 
and \'<'11 ior th cattle in the field. 

nd it did more than that. If yon will recall 
that ma nifi.c ·nt pa . :-ige in the fir t part of the 
Bo k of ,en i , whcr the ~ abhath j , tahli hed 
a· a con cerated clay of r t, it d dare that that 
<lay wa, to be a cov nan t b t w en 10d and man. 
For it i only a man i ahle t fr e him lf, if only 
f r a bri f p riod of tim . f rnm the Yr ·ation · and 
th lull r utin of labor and devot him lf to 
th high •r xploit of the mind and the pirit­
it i only then hat man b come ron ciou. of hi 
kin hip, of hi compani n. hip. \\ ith Di, inity. 

nd o re. t i. much more than mer relaxation 
from labor. It i a :ign and a ) mhol of man's 
higher d . tiny, of man prnmi e and po ibilitie . 

1 T RE REQ ·mE. LEIS 'RE 

Th hurch i intrrc t d in lei. ure, becau e it 
know that no cultur . no civilization, no piritual 
r ligion, i po · ihl without lei ure. farming 
community, f r xample, which i compelled to 
wr . tie continually with an ungcner u oil and 
sp nd all it energy upon that one ta. k, will nev<>r 
produce a hiah type f cultur or civilization or a 
, pin~ual religion. 

n indu trial community which doom men and 
w men to end! . s toil, without permitting them to 
preempt a certain amount of energy and interest 
for oth r thing -that type of community will 
n Y r pro Jue a culture, a ivilization, a piritual 
relirrion. For culture require lei ure. CiviEza­
tion require time for mental adventure in undis­
covered continent of o-lory; and a tmly piritual 
religion require time for meditation for the calm 
contemplation of lif ,, profunditi . Th King­
dnm doe not come with ha te. 

And o the church i d epl , intere ted in this 
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y>roblem of lei ·ure for err wth; and it is cl eply in­
terested in thi pr bl m f I i ur , becau. e it 
know that I i ur , it elf. Yen when had. i. in:-u f­
ficient unle leisure i • wi ely utilized and ex­
ploited. Lei ure may de troy soci ty, e,·en as it 
may aye it. Lei ure make po iblc idlcne~ - ,1ncl 
m ral indolence, which in turn may b ~ t vice :.n<l 
corruption. 

And o it i quite important f r th church to 
know what I op! are doing with their lei. ure­
for what a p oplc d , with its lei:ure time i. , a. 
far a the moral point of view i cone rn cl of 
even greater importance than what a peo1 1 do . 
in it~ hour , of indu try, in its ,,·orking- h ur . 
For industry, by it elf exert a certain discipline 
upon men; inclu try exerci e. a certain control 
up n indiYidual ; indu ·try make necessary a cer­
tain number f laudable virtue. ,Yhich are in­
di pensable in bu ine ~, and al ·o indisp n. able in 
the laro-er ocial life. But lei ure do . not auto­
mati ally exerci e any . uch di cipline or control. 
It take initiatiYe, it tak a definite effort of the 
will, for a man to make up hi mind to u. e lei . ure 
recreatiYely, purp efully, \\·i ely, rath r than 
u ino- it wa tef ully and harmfully. 

f cour e, the church cam, t undertake the 
whole problem of lei ure nor can the church et 
about to olve it by it elf. thcr agencie mu t 
take their full hare in the luti 11 of thi , per­
hap. the greate t pr bl m of our a<Te. 

TnE HUR n MAY HELP IN OL\'Ii THE 

PRORLE~l.' OF LEJ t;RE 

But it is my firm 01wiction that th church 
may, under certain giYen circum lance . . play an 
important and of tentime~ a primar r le in th 
olution of thi problem of lei ure. 

Take for xample, youno- people recreation. 
There are certain n ighborhood. , certain center 
of populati n in th larrre citie., of which you un­
d ubtedly know, a. I kn w of them, where the 
church repr ent the one or(Yanized, . taff d and 
financed ocial agency; nei<Thborhood. in which 
there are no c mmunity center , no neighborhood 
hou e , no settlements, no play round , no ocial 
agencie . The church, in those center , as well 
a in many of our maller citie , , here the church, 
apart from the chool, i the only social community 
center-in the e neighborhood and under these 
conditions and circumstances, the church, to my 
mind can play a tremendou r le. 

I a111 not at all coll\·inc cl, a · . 0111, of 111y iriend-. 
are, that th church ought to try to bring- u11d r 
it roof all th· rccr ational nt rpri-... of a c, 111-

munity. I am nut s ambitiou , f r oro-aniz d re­
ligion. I rath r think that in om· i11-;ta11ce • . uch 
an all-cumprehen -iyc and embracing- policy i -
di. tinctl • harmful, for Yery often the . till, :mall 
v ice f the church and it piritual m •. -,age i­
drownecl in the din ( the multifarious acti, iti 
which g on under it roof. \·cry oft ·n the 
clrnr-h in alt mpting- to . ancti iy -ular ;1cti\·itie~. 
find ' that it . acred int rc:t. ar • h -ing prof an d 
and : -ularizcd- and that i: a di tin t o ial ku,. 

But I maintain that in thos lo aliti . wh re 
th r a re no agencie.- doin(Y thi work f . al \'at ion. 
teaching men how to u th ir leisure time crea­
tively, the church ouffht to take th i11itiati,·e until 
uch tim a di:tinctiYe arr nci s ari!'-- in th liel, 

to take Yer the work and carry it 11. 

I am Y ry much perturb d ,·er thi. prohl m, 
becau e I come from a lar(Ye city, a co..;mopolitan 
city, wh re th appalling increa ·e in jm enil' de­
linquency i. makin r all f u very much depre ~ cl. 
\ e find that most of th fir . t ff ncl r ar ynung­
boys and girl.. \Ve find that almo t eighy p r cnt 
of the criminal are young people. 

I don't know whether I am right or wrong ahout 
thi fri nd:, but I rather think that ther .- 111: to 
haYc t in a -omplete breakdown in th mnral 
tone of the American p ople in the moral fiber of 

ur race. Old . tandard. have hr k n down and 
new tandard: have not t b n :tabli!'--h -d. \ \' e 
:eem to have rrrown too rich in th Ja..,t f w de­
cade. and t o asy going. and a con-;iclerabl' pnr­
tion of our population has he n Yictimized by th 
di -ruptiY influence: of luxury and xce 1,·e 
wealth. Di,·orce i ;lting- lik a cane r, at the 
Yital of our people . . \nd many o[ the. e jm· ni1e 
clelinqu nt - rom from brok n home .. Th y are 
the yj tim - of the d moralization which ha et in. 

ur pr in many in.tanc - but n tin all - i 
foll f Yil ne . and x appeal. 

Now, in thi decadence-for it is a decadence­
I am not at all pe imi, tic. I have confidence in 
the inner oundne of the . merican )Ul, and I 
am confident that a reaction, and a very virr r u 
reaction will on t in. But under the e condi­
tion our uth i rai. ed, and it i not at all ur­
pri ing- that many of them are broken, morally, 
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h f re they reach the year f di . cretion and ma­
turity. 

TUE 0Pl'ORT KITY l< THE II R II 

Her is the opp rlunity of the church. In tead 
of wa:ting it 1 f up n th ologi polemic; in tead 
of ~P nding it. wealth UJ n co tly and magnificent 
h us . of wor hip- God can be wor. hipped un­
der th pen ky; in-t ad f spending energy on 
f util , anti- cientific windmill jou ting-the 
church ought to h applying it elf to the avin<Y 
of ur y ulh for decency and cleanline and fine 
manho cl and womanh cl. Th hurch ou 0 ht to 
o come the plac , th natural rallying place, for 
young p oplc, wh r :uch plac . do n t exi t, 
wher who\ 0111 , . timulaling-, d velopinrr recrea­
tion would he off red to them. 

~Iany churchc: are d ing that. Jany more are 
n t d in it. \ hy, ev n in the pr blem which i 
particularly that of the church, the problem of 
religiuu. educati n th church-and by church, I 
mean , ynagogu , T mpl , every reli 0 i u de­
n mination- ven in the lution f that problem, 
which i- parti ularly that f the church, the church 
ha. failed trao-ically failed, herct fore. 

\\' build magnific ~nt hou e. f wor ·hip, an l 
then w crowd ur cla .. r om int the ba ement . 
\\ e haven't yet trained a competent corp. f r -
ligiou: in . tructor. in ur land. \Ye lea,·e that 
delicate, that highly en. iti\'e, that highly im-
1 rtant work of moulding character and :1 i_rit. 
to good-natured hut utterly un quipp d Yolun­
t r . 

o much as fa1· a the church' opp rtunity for 
the utilization of lei ure a reaard our young 
p oplc i concern cl. 

,. ow, a regard our adult : There, I believe, 
the church ha a pecific mi. ion top rf rm. Our 
age i , of nee . ity, an a e of p cialization, and 
that y u know w 11. \ e deman l today, that the 
man who . et. ul to r\'e our need , whether it 
1 e to tea h u or to amu e u or to dre s u or to 
feed u , h uld be a pe iali t in hi chosen voca­
tion. \\ e are n longer ati fied with people who 
can do numerou thina tolerably well. \Ve want 
a man to be able to do one thin ab olutely well. 

ur highly orrranized indu trial life, efficiency in 
producti n and di tribution and ervice, demand 
uch high . p cialization. nd it i well that it is 

. o. I hav no fault to find with conditions which 
life in vitably brin s about. I eek to utiliz tho e 

condition.' , rather than to firrht them wh n the 
li;rht i: ah:olutely ho1 le . 

,. ~ow, a:-. far a: arning a liYing is one rn d. 
: p ·ialization i. a trem ndou h Ip. . \ far a" 
arning a li (e i. c neernecl, pecialization i • the 

<Treat . t m ·nace. F r a man i m r than a J. oh M 

and li fc i - more than a Ii Ying. 
\\ e nc cl, in eicty today, mor of ereati,·e 

amateur. . By amateur, I mean a man wh pttr­
:ue: an obj ct, not b cau e he i clriv n to it hy 
an ec nomi urrre, not out of nece .. ity, but out nf 
a . he r lo,·e for it. 

Xow, the merican bu in man i, a proit·, -
sional, complete] and per£ tly. II i - n thi n~ 
cl e, in his htt. ine . . He i keyed, alert, energrti -. 
cnl rpri . ing-, full f initiative, full of daring-. In 
hi - lei ur , he i a dull drab, too-y unintere,ti ng 
individual. 

I d n't like to g n ralize. eneralizati n arc. 
of n ce sity, mi. I adinrr and erroneou . But I am 
'nd a\'oring to -;trrs: a thought forcibly. and you 
can make your own qnalificati n a I go al ng. 

Th ~ \111 rican husincs. man ha n Ii f - and 
a man . hould ha,· more than one life and more 
than on wurld in \\"hich to live. Th 111 ncan 
busine:: man com s to his home to eat. to . 1 p. 
That beautif ttl art o[ home-buildino-, that. pi ritual 
h m , that h m that i - fa . hion cl out of 1he 
clelicat . trancls of a~. oeiation. - companion-.hip 
and mind and spirit and 111cm ry, and a. so iations 
- that home i hecnmino- an antiquat cl in titu­
ti n in ur life today. \\' haven't the ner~y to 
. ee through thi - man·elous experi111 nl f h11111 ,_ 

building. \\'e com· home, frazzled and ,,1,rn, 
spiritually. mentally. phy:ically e ·hau:t cl. \Ye 
go to our club. , not for r r ati n, not to re-er ·ate 
our eh·es- but \\' g to our club. t mok or n 
play card or to xchan<Ye ome trivial hanaliti 
oYer a cloud of m kc. 

\ bring to our theatre- what? 1 Tothing. .1.,. 

timulation. \Ve demand nothin<Y f our th atre , 
and o ur theatre rrive u nothing but glitter and 
a harp reli h for our jaded palate . 

ucc , I am afraid, ha become our exactin 17 

ta kma t r. It ha. claimed everythin 

TRACT CESS 

I recall a fri nd f mine who started out in life 
heroically plendidly equipped, generou ly n­
clow cl by nature with an a<Yile mind, a keen int 1-
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lect, a ~<:11 iti\'e uul. .\n<l men prophe ied won­
d rf ul thing for him. He lm·e<l book . he I Yed 
mu ic, he had a ho t of fri nd , hi inter ..,, w re 
·ariou -he wa elev lopinO' into a w 11-r unded 

human Leino-. 

But early in life he wa caught up by that m­
p titive pa~ i n which i the d minant key of our 
nati nal ymph ny if y u ch o. e. II became 
ob, "' ·cl with the id a that he mu t uc cl. nd 
by . uc ·e.,-, he m ant material ucce in hi cho n 
busines:-- calling. Ile d l rmined to apply him elf, 
eY ·ry inch f him, e\·ery unc of that en rgy of 
hi . . to that one ta. k t , ucce cl. to ri . e, to get to 
th tt >p, to be ma ter to dominate. 

I Ie did. He ur ught all hi - fin equipment to 
1 lay upon that one joh, and he ucceeded. But 
in the proce of etting th re, h had no time 
for hi book and his mu. ic and his friend . uc­
ce : in an exacting tyrant. It tolerate no double 

r mani f Id allegiance. Ile lo t contact with the 
world without. Ile raced through life a if lif 
were a race and the only thin« worth while in ]if e 
wa • the goal that man mu t r ach. 

He didn't have time to pau ·e and l ok about him 
and th · world an<l admire the handiwork of 
God. He didn t have time to live an eternity in 
ev ry moment, a. we can do if . o we will • but he 
raced throuo-h life. nd he arriYed at that pin­
na le, that mountain height of . ucc . , a triumph 
- an acclaimed triumph. But no one knew a 
much a he, him elf, what a terrible tragedy he 
had made out of hi life. H arrived, a tarv d, 
tunted. ingrown per onality, emptied of cont nt, 

a well-tooled, sharpened and ea oned in tm­
ment of ,WJtti. ition-hut nothing el e. 

The man in him, the od in him, were' dead. 
Ile had failed a a man, even a he succeeded a 
a hu ine.. man. nd he pent the remainino­
year. f hi Ii f nursing- that h alth which he had 
wa t d . . quand r d a. a pen<lthrift. nd I knew 
what darknc • wa in hi· . oul and what thought 
w re pa . inO' through hi. mind. 

ALL TO A FI ER .\ 'D WEETER \VAY OF 

LIVING 

Th re i another, a finer and a sweeter way to 
liv , and that i the me aO'e I believe which the 
church, in it authority, back d by its marvelou 
tradition f human . rvice, can hold before the 
ey of men-a finer and a v eeter way of living. 
A man !-hould , rk, of cour, , and hould work 

hard to -,tabli h him elf, to pr vid f r himself 
an<l i r hi. family. ut a man h uh! ne\' r p r­
rnit him elf o t con ume him elf that he will 
hav • nothi l ft f him ·elf for ther thim~· in 
Ii f e • h ul t ictimize I by the tupid ·om 
pet1tl\· J a . i 11 f ur day and p nd him .. el f in 
pur~uit of agg-randiz ment of more and mor, ac­
qui. it ion of tho thing which "ill hk--.:-- 11eith •r 
him If nor hi off princr. 

Buth will Ir -empt tim for him,·lf. lfe will 
ha,· 1 ·i. ure hour and they will h many, for elf­
cultiYatinn, for . If- .·pr i,m, f r elf-r alin­
tion. for n ditation. He will ha\·e tim and n­
crgy for er ·atiY amateuri . hn '"'· , if y u will. 

nd it i er ati\·e amateuri hne.. whi h hring­
all the romance and the glow and th ze t and the 
splendor of imp ri hable y uth into our Ii\ ' . It 
i the thiner we do becau e we lov to dn th<.'m. 
and not hecau e we have to clo them, that ar the 
real reli hand b auty and lift of our 111 rtal day . 
And that the merican bu in . man and h 

111 rican prof . ional man ought to learn. 
I . aid that a man hould have more than one 

world in whi h t live hecau e that world mav 
crumb! • me day, or you may ne\'cr realiz that 
world at all. .\ml th n what? ou ar left h reft. 
Yott h. • no other world to which to rcti re ancl in 
whi h find p ace and re t. . man . houlcl h;w 
more than one citadel, o if ne fall ther, will b 
oth r - int whi h a man may r tir . Th church 

ug-ht to teach men to have mor r -pe t for 
amat ur -. 

Heretofore, the ucre ·. ful man of w alth domi­
nated and monopolized ur re\' renc and our ad­
miration. Fortunately thing. ha\' hang d, and 
con iderably. \V are becoming m re di crimi­
nating. But by and large, it i th man of affair , 
the man who ha achi ved thing- that can be een 
and 0 aug d ancl m a ured in t rm of , hekel., in 
term f coin current am ng the trade. m n-it 
wa that man who wa the arbiter of ele ance, the 
authority the e emplar of youth. In no countrv 
in the ,vorld i. o much reverence paid t mere 
mon tary succe a in our land. nd in no coun­
try i the lot of the man who fail in that one thing 
o pathetic a in our land. man may be a won­

derfully well-rounded human b ing a cultur d in­
dividual, with fine aptitude a mind . tor d with 
accumulated wi dom and a ul filled with ac­
cumulated oodne -but ju t becau e he failed in 
hi bu ine or in hi prof e ion, he mu t harbor 
pathetically on the fringe of popular approval. 



LEI URE A.VD THE CHURCH 543 

TnE PLA E OF THE AMATEUR 

\\'hy, Europe i5 filled with the e amateur , and 
th y are the alt of the earth. They are the ub­
tance and the tren!!th of the civilization. They 

a, c civilization. 

The church, in it empha i n piritual rather 
than on mat rial qualitie otwht to teach men, 
fir t, to prepare them eke · for the role of ama­
t ur in life; and, econdly to reYer uch men in 

ciety. The church ought t teach u that God 
created man, not the busincs man and not the 
book man· and not the profe ~ional man not tliP 
jobified man, not th ,.,.ro v d and the r utinecl 
man-but God created man capable of a thousand 
intere ts and aspiration. and yearning. and He 
breathed int him the . pirit of Ii[ , the pirit of the 
unqu n hable and a pi ring Ii f , th pirit of ad­
v nture, the pirit of e king and . ear hing for 
n w beauty and new goodne in the world. 

That i the ideal which the church ught to hold 
up h fore all of u . God created u. a little lower 
than the anrr l . Here is man, a frail child of the 
du t- corruptible, with five inad quat . n. e~­
an in. ignificant tidbit upon th heave ancl thrnw of 
univ r.al force . 

.:\nd v t. the P almi t, who knew ,o l a · few 
knew Him, declared that, "This man, o puny 
and . o mall and o peri hable, wa • yet fa hioned 
a little lower than the angel ." And he wa o 
fa hi nee!. Becau. e God placed in e,·ery human 
being an in uppre ible yearning to tran. cend 
him 1£. That i Divinity- a pa ion to outdo 
him elf, to ri e above him. elf, to outlive himself, 
if you will, to reach out into the unknown and, 
with bleedinrr hand . , earch for a new beauty and 
a new glory. 

God plac within ur soul dream and yearn­
mo-, . G t et bef re u vi ion . . nd we can't 
realiz ' our dream , and we can't pur ue our vi -
ion , and we can't . et out upon thi marvelou pil­
o-rimage. which i human life, unle we haYe time 
unle we quite deliberately and by an act of the 
will ay to our elve " o far I shall go in my pur­
~ttit of th thino- of life, and no further. Be­
vond that I am a free man a child of Gncl. B -
yoncl that, I have a soul and I mu. t giv unto it 
tim and nergy and intere t." 

Perhap what I have aid, friend 
t o vaQ"ue for your pecific purp 

alt o-ether 
But I a -

ure you it i very near and very real t me. 

The time ha definitely corn in our national 
life when a new pirit ought to be talked and made 
regnant- that pioneerinrr age, that age of exploita­
tion of our continental wealth which demanded of 
us all of our energies and all of our thought, has 
passed and should be over. 

Now let us begin to build the .\merican civiliza­
tion, the merican culture, which ha marvelou 
promi - if o we will. 

A World Wide 

Tournament 
The \ orl<l Da -ketball Free Throw T ourna­

ment i reachin the athletes of nearly all coun­
trie wh r' ba ketball i played. The t urnament 
ha developed from a local event in Charleston, 

outh arolina, to a conte ·t that include - boys and 
girls, young men and young women, of many na­
tionaliti . \ ithin three year the tunrnament 
ha circled the lobe . 

There will be a national tournament in hina. 
The rule have b en tran lated and copie · ent 
from han crhai to the univer itie , college , . chools 
and Y. f. . A' . In Japan the athlete are com­
peting in a nati nal tournament. The ba ketball 
play r of outh merica are at thi time to ing 
free thr w for local, national and world honor . 
.\ tournament f r team - of the irgin I land and 
Porto Rico i • being organiz d. ix citie of the 
Philippine I lands have taken part in a tourna­
ment and will end the scores to Charle:-.ton for 
the committee' review ifarch 2nd. Be ide these 
national vent , Rome, alonika, Con tantin ple, 
Revel, Pari. , L ndon, Geneva, alcutta . ecun­
derabad l\Iadra , Burma and Turin are to have 
local tournament · . The Charle ton mmittce has 
b n in corr . pondence with athletic director in 
the e foreign point ince the 1926 event. 

Athl te f anada and the United . tate may 
c mpet am ng themselve and with tho of other 
countri . . 11 core mu t be in the hands of the 
\ orld Ba ketball Committee on or before farch 
2nd. Rules and entry blank may be ecured from 
H.J. cofi Id, Room 311, Y ... 1. C. A., Charleston, 
S. C. 
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h.E\'ERE~D J. J. URR..\ X 

Rector t. Jfar_v's Church, fVil/?cs-Barrc, Pa. 

Dr. Finley, Chairman: 
_"Fa ther C~rran began life a a breaker boy in the coal 

111111c· of \V1lkcs-Barre. He is now the Rector of t. 
~fary's Pari h, Wilkes-Barre, of 10,000 oul one of the 
arge· t Catholic Parishes in the country. ' 
. -- ri;e is nationally known and loved by all cla, e for 

!w t1rele s de~otion to the arbitration of very big strike 
Ill the anthraci te coal fi Id . Jiis point of view in the e 
111?-ttcrs ha alway been one of fairness and fearles ne . 
\\ hen Roo evelt was Pre ident, he came to Wilke -Barre 
a, I:ather urran's gue. t, and they \ orked together in 
se~~lrng one of the wor t strikes in history. 

He has been a member of the Board of Directors of 
tl}e Play~row:d and Recreation Association of Wyoming 
\ alley mce 1t wa formed. • 

_"In _ 1922,_ whc~ the playground work wa in danger 
o t. )i mg di. contmucd b cau e a coal . trike made the 
ra1-.111g_ of fund almost impossible, Father Curran pledged 
and ra1 ed tw<? thou_ and dol_Iars for the work am ng the 
members ?f hi pan h. Thi year, when the Community 
Che,:;t Dn\·e \ a not up to its quota, Father Curran 
a,ked all of the clerg-y of \\lyoming Valley to ive one 
~ unday' church collection to the he· t. He et the 
exa_mplc hr pledging a thou. and dollar from his own 
par!"''-. _A. a result, the drive reached it quota of a 
halt m1ll1011 dollars. 

··He wa a d legate and gue t of the late President 
Rno~en'lt at the Recreation Congre in Richmond in 
1<11.Z.'' ' 

I take pleasure in presenting Fath r J. J. Curran. 

Father Curran: The Church wa. in--titut d for 
the uplift of the spiritual and supernatural in 
man; the sph re of the Chur h i • to in ulcate 
the virtue., moral and reli<Yiou. in the tender 
heart of the child, and then try to lead th hild 
in the future <levelopment of hi year to a real 
manhood, and that, to me, consi ts in the dev lop­
ment of our mentality, our phy ical forres and 
our upernatural nature, a you may call it. 

If tho e element in man are ciually developed 
by the Church, then the man i bouncl to htain 
succe. in thi Ii fe, through his mental activitie 
and phy ical , and attain eternal Ii fe in the next, 
hrough the upernatt1ral life which is laid all 

through hi year . 
:Now, therefore, since the Church has this in 

·dew a the goal to reach, we cannot blame her if 
she does not take the lead in the recreational ac­
tivities. But yet, the Church, we mu t admit, is 
not a lacker in this movement. The Church co­
operates with all of the organizations. The 

• Address given at Recreation Congre s, Atlantic City N J 
October 18-22, 1926. ' • ·• 
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Church cooperate with ocicty, it...el f _ to devel p 
the phy ical life in the child· to stimulate the 
child with ambition that he may o-ro\Y i1Ho au eful 
man and be a l>l ing to the community in which 
he live~ an l to the nation to whi h he 1 elong~. 

o that the Church doe really a .. i t and co­
operate with ciety in tho e recreational facilities 
and activiti . But the hurch, of cours , i. not 
suppo ed to take the leading part. X ow, a an 
evidence of that, the hurch, e:-.1 ially our 

hurch, I might ay- th uo-h we ar not boasting 
about our elYc -in her private chool-; and her 
Parochial chool , appoints or dcl crates nne of 
the young clergy to take care of the children in 
their phj .• i al <level pment gymna ti ex r i.e. 
and imilar a tivitie , and when the child o-row 1-, 

up and 0 Tacluates into Iligh School, the same thing 
is done for him and particularly oat colleg . o, 
really, the Church, throuo-h her chool y t 111, fol­
low up the child from the dawn of rea. on until 
its educati n i complete, and e. pecially a far a 
the colleo-e c ur e i concerned. 

~ ow, th n, a to the Playgroun<l and Rerr ation 
A . ociation. I ,\·oulcl ay thi - that I don't belie\·e 
there ha. ,·er hcfore exist cl an organizalinn to 
promote the well-being, phy ical and mental, 0111-

bined, of the child uch as the Playground and 
Recreation .\ .. ociation of Am rica. I think that 
1hi ociation has finally caught the rig-ht idea a 
to the real education of the child. 

At Richmond, twelve or fourteen year. ao-o, I 
aid then that the right angle had not yet been ap­

proached in the development of the child on the 
play(Tround; but now it ha been. nd I want 
to say thi -that the child is hrotwht into the play 
a-round uncon ciou ly. He is brought there as by 
magic, and while he is there, and while he is at 
home, perhaps asleep in hi bed, he is in a per­
petual state of dream. He is dreaming. He 
doe n't seem to be real. He is brought out of him­
self-and his vacation days are over before he has 
realized the fact. So that the Playground and 
Recreation Association of America i educating 
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Leisure and the Church* 
ABBA HILLEL SILVER 

THE church is, of course, vitally inter­
e ted in the provision of leisure for 
men, and in the uses to which such 

leisure is put. I think that one of the proud­
est and most ju tifiable boasts of organized 
religion is that it made rest for at least one 
day a week compulsory. It established a 
periodic Sabbath, a day of cessation from 
toil, not only for the ma ter and hi hou e­
hold, hut also for the slave and the 
stranger, and even for the cattle in the field. 
It did more than that. If you will recall 
that magnificent passage in the first part 
of the Book of Genesis, where the Sabbath 
is established as a consecrated day of rest, 
it is declared that that day was a covenant 
between God and man. For it is only as 
man is able to free himself, if only for a 
brief period of time, from the vexations 
and the dull routine of labor, and devote 
himself to the higher exploits of the mind 
and the spirit, that he becomes conscious 
of his kinship with Divinity. And so rest 
is much more than mere relaxation from 
labor. It is sign and symbol of man's 
higher destiny, of his promise and possi­
bilities. 

The church is intere ted in leisure, be­
cause it knows that no culture, no civiliza­
tion, and no piritual religion are pos ible 
without lei ure. A pea ant community, for 
example, which i compelled to wre tle 
continuously with an ungenerous oil and 
to pend all of it energy upon that one 
ta k will never produce a high type of 
culture or a spiritual religion. Similarly, 

• Addres delivered at the Thirteenth Annual 
Recreational Congre , Atlantic City, .. J., Oc­
tober 20, 1926, under the auspices of the Play­
ground and Recreation A sociation of merica. 
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an industrial community which dooms 
men and women to endless toil, without 
permitting them to preempt a certain 
amount of energy and interest for other 
things, will never ri e to higher levels of 
culture. For culture requires leisure. 
Civilization requires time for leisurely ad­
venture in the undiscovered continents of 
the mind and spirit. A truly spiritual re­
ligion requires time for meditation, for a 
calm contemplation of life's profundities. 
The Kingdom does not come with haste. 
The church, therefore, is deeply interested 
in the problem of leisure for growth. It 
is deeply interested in this problem of 
leisure also becau e it knows that leisure, 
even when secured, is insufficient unless it 
is wi ely utilized and exploited. Leisure 
may destroy society, even as it may save 
it. Lei ure makes possible idleness and 
moral indolence, which in turn may beget 
vice and corruption. 

It is quite important for the church to 
know what people are doing with their 
leisure, for what people do with their 
leisure is of as great importance as what 
they do in their working hour . lndu try 
in itself exerts a certain di cipline upon 
men; indu try exercises a certain control 
upon individual . It make nece sary 
certain laudable virtues which are indis­
pen able to bu ine , and also to the larger 
ocial life. But leisure doe not auto­

matically exerci e any such di cipline or 
control. It take initiative and a definite 
effort of the , ill in a man to u e lei ure 
recreatively, purposefully, wisely, rather 
than wastefully and harmfully. 

Of cour e, the church cannot undertake 
the whole problem of leisure, nor can the 
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church, by itself, set about to solve it. 
Other agencies must take their full share in 
the solution of this problem, which is 
among the greatest of our age. But it is 
my firm conviction that the church may, 
in certain circum tances, play an import­
ant and oftentimes a leading role in the so­
lution of this problem. Take, for example, 
the problem of young people' recreation. 
There are certain centers of population in 
our larcrer cities, where the church repre­
sents the one organized, staffed, and finan­
cially competent social agency. There are 
neighborhoods in which there are no com­
munity centers, no settlement , no play­
grounds, no social agencies whatsoever. 
The church, in those centers, can play a 
tremendous role. This is true also of the 
smaller communities, where apart from the 
school, the church is the only civic center. 

I am not at all convinced, as some others 
are, that the church ought to try to bring 
under its roof all the recreational enter­
pri es of a community. I am not that am­
bitious for organized religion. I rather 
think that in some instances such an all­
comprehensive and embracing policy is dis­
tinctly harmful; for very often the still, 
small voice of the church-its spiritual 
mes age-i drowned in the din of the mul­
tifariou activitie which go on under its 
roof. Very of ten, the church, in attempting 
to anctify secular activitie , finds itself 
profaned and ecularized, and that is a dis­
tinct ocial lo s. 

I maintain however, that in those lo­
calities where there are no other agencie 
doincr thi , ork of salvation, the church 
ought to take the initiative until such time 
a di tinctive agencies ari e in the field 
whi h can take over that work and carry it 
on. 

I am very much perturbed over thi 
problem of juvenile recreation. I come 

from a large city, a cosmopolitan city, 
where the appalling increase in juvenile 
delinquency is frightfully depre sing. We 
find that most of the fir t off enders are 
young boys and girls. We find that almost 
eighty per cent of the criminal are young 
people. 

I do not know whether I am right or 
wrong about this, but I rather think that 
there has set in a decline in the moral tone 
of the American people. Old tandards 
have broken down and new standards ha e 
not yet been establi hed. We seem to ha e 
grown too rich and too easy-going in the 
la t few decades. A con iderable portion 
of our population has been victimized by 
the di ruptive influences of luxury and 
excessive wealth. Divorce is eating, like a 
cancer, at the vitals of our people. Many 
of the juvenile delinquent come from 
broken homes; they are the victims of the 
demoralization which has set in. Our 
press, in many instances, thoucrh not in all, 
is full of vileness and sex appeal. Our 
movies, with some fine, but rare, excep­
tions, are veritable poi on to the minds 
of young boys and girls, even as they are 
sawdust and hokum to the minds of grown­
up people. 

I am not pe imi tic. I have confidence 
in the inner soundness of the American 
soul, and I am confident that a reaction, 
mid a very vigorous reaction, will soon set 
in. But under the e prevailing conditions 
c,ur youth ha e been and are being rai ed, 
and it is, therefore, not at all surprising 
that many of them are morally broken he• 
fore they reach the year of di cretion and 
m&turity. 

Here i the opportunity of the church. 
In tead of wa ting it elf upon theolo<Yic 
polemic , in tead of pending its wealth 
upon costly and magnificent house of 
worship- God can he wor hipped under 
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the open sky-instead of being absorbed 
in the futile, anti-scientific windmill joust­
ing, the church ought to he applying itself 
to the saving of our youth for decency and 
cleanliness, for fine manhood and woman­
hood. The church ought to become, where 
other social centers do not exist, the natural 
rallying place for young people, where 
whoJesome and stimulating recreation 
would beoffered tothem. Manychurchesare 
doing it, hut many more are not doing it. 

Even in the problem which is particularly 
that of the church, the problem of religious 
education, the church has failed, sadly 
failed, heretofore. We build magnificent 
houses of worship, and then we crowd our 
clas rooms into the basements. As yet we 
have not even trained a competent corps of 
religious instructors for the youth of our 
land. We leave that delicate and highly 
important work of character moulding to 
good-natured hut utterly unequipped vol­
unteers. 

So much for the church's opportunity as 
regards our young people. 

Now, as regards our adults, the church 
again has a specific mission to perform. 

Our age is, of necessity, an age of spe­
cialization. We demand today that the 
man who sets out to serve our needs, 
whether it he to teach us, to amuse us, to 
dre s u , or to feed us, should be a special­
i t in hi chosen vocation. We are no 
longer satisfied with people who can do 
numerou things tolerably well. We want 
a man to be able to do one thing thoroughly 
well. In our highly organized industrial 
life, efficiency in production, distribution, 
and service demands high specialization. 
I have no fault to find with this condition 
which life brought about. I seek to utilize 
such inevitable conditions rather than to 
fight them when the fight is ab olutely 
hopeles . 

So far as earning a living i concerned, 
specialization is a tremendous help. So 
far as earning a life is concerned, special­
ization may be the greate t menace. For a 
man is more than a job, and life i more 
than a living. 

We need, in society today, more of cre­
ative amateurs. By an amateur I mean a 
man who pursue an object, not because 
he is driven to it by an economic urge, 
not out of neces ity, hut out of hi heer 
love for it. The American husine s man 
is a professional, completely and perfectly. 
He is nothing el e. In hi bu ine he is 
keen, alert, energetic, enterpri ino-, full of 
initiative, full of daring. In his lei ure, 
he i a dull, drab, stodgy, uninteresting in­
dividual. The American bu ines man has 
but one life, and a man should have more 
than one life, and more than one world in 
which to live. The American business 
man comes to his home to eat and to sleep. 
The beautiful art of home-building, the 
art of fashioning a home out of the deli­
cate strands of companionship, of mental 
and spiiritual adventures, and of memories 
is fast becoming an antiquated in titution 
in our life. We have not the energy to ee 
through this marvelous experiment of 
home-building. We come home, frazzled 
and worn, spiritually, mentally and physi­
cally exhausted. We go to our clubs, not 
to re-create ourselves, hut to smoke, to 
play card , or to exchano-e trivial banali­
ties over a cloud of smoke. We bring to 
our theatre-nothing. We demand nothing 
of our theatres; and so our theatres give us 
nothing but glitter and cheapne and a 
harp reli h for our jaded palate . 

Success, I am afraid, ha become our 
exacting ta kma ter. It ha claimed us 
completely. I recall, at thi moment, a 
friend of mine who started life heroically, 
splendidly equipped, generou ly endowed 
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by nature with an agile mind, a keen in­
tellect, a sensitive soul. Men prophesied 
wonderful things for him. He loved hooks, 
he loved music, he had & host of friends, 
his intere ts were various, he was develop­
ing into a well-rounded human being. But 
early in life he was enthralled by that com­
petitive passion which is the dominant key 
of our national symphony. He become 
obsessed with the idea that he must suc­
ceed; and by success he meant material 
success in his chosen business. He deter­
mined to aply himself, every inch of him, 
every ounce of his energy, to that one task 
-to succeed, to rise, to get to the top, to 
be master, to dominate. He did! He 
brought all his fine equipment to play upon 
that one job, and he succeeded. But in 
the process of "getting there" he had no 
time for aught else, for his books, or his 
music, or his friends, or his soul. 

Success is an exacting tyrant. It toler­
ates no double or manifold allegiance .. 
This man lost contact with the world with­
out and the true world within. He raced 
through life as if life were a race and the 
only thing worth while in life was the 
goal which a man must reach. He did not 
have time to pause and look about him and 
see the world and admire the handiwork 
of God. He did not have time to live an 
eternity in every moment, as we can do if 
so we will. He arrived at his goal, the 
mountain height of success, a triumph, an 
acclaimed triumph. But no one knew as 
much as he himself what a terrible tragedy 
he had made out of his life. He arrived a 
starved, stunted, ingrown personality, emp­
tied of content, a well-tooled, sharpened, 
and seasoned instrument of acquisition and 
-nothing else. The man in him and the 
God in him were dead. He had failed as 
a man, even as he had succeeded as a husi• 
ness man. He spent the remaining years 

of his life nursing that health which he had 
squandered as a spendthrift. I knew what 
darkness was in his soul and what ghostly 
thoughts were passing through his mind. 

There is another, a finer, and a sweeter 
way of living, and that, I believe, is the 
message which the church, backed by the 
authority of its marvelous tradition of 
human service, can preach to men. A man 
should work, of course, and he should 
work hard to establish himself and provide 
for himself and for his family. But a 
man should never permit himself to be so 
consumed as to he incapacitated for the 
other concerns of life. He should never 
permit himself to he victimized by the 
stupid, competitive passion of our day and 
spend himself in pursuit of physical ag­
grandizement, in an effort to acquire more 
and more things which will bless neither 
him nor his offspring. He should preempt 
time for himself. He should have leisure 
hours and they should he many, for self. 
cultivation, for self-expression, and for 
self-realization. He should have time and 
energy for creative amateurism; for it is 
creative amateurism which brings all the 
romance, the glow, the zest, and the splen­
dor of imperishable youth into our lives. 
It is the things we do because we love to 
do them that are the real beauty and lift 
of our mortal days. 

A man should have more than one world 
in which to live, because that one world 
may some day crumble, or he may never 
gain his other world at all. And then 
what? He is left bereft. He will have no 
other world into which to retire, and in 
which he may find peace and rest. A man 
should have more than one citadel, for if 
one falls there will be another, and still 
another, in which to seek refuge. 

The church ought to teach men to have 
more respect for amateurs. Heretofore, 
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the success£ ul man of wealth dominated 
and monopolized our reverence and our 
admiration. In recent years, fortunately, 
things have somewhat changed. We are 
becoming more discriminating. But, by 
and large, it i still the man of affairs, the 
man who achieves things that can be seen, 
gauged, and valued in terms current among 
the tradesmen, who is the arbiter of ele­
gance among us, the authority, the ex­
emplar of youth. In no country in the 
world is so much reverence paid to mere 
monetary success as in our land; and in 
no country in the world is the lot of the 
man who is a money failure so pathetic as 
in our land. A man may be a wonderfully 
well-rounded human being, a cultured in­
dividual, possessing a mind stored with 
accumulated wisdom and a soul filled with 
accumulated goodness, but just because he 
has failed in his business or in his pro­
fession, he must forever hover pathetically 
on the fringe of popular approval. 

Europe is filled with splendid amateurs, 
and they are the salt of the earth; they 
are the substance and the str,ength of its, 
civilization. 

The church, in its emphasis on spiritual 
rather than material qualities, ought to 
teach men, first, to prepare themselves for 
the role of amateurs in life; and, secondly, 
to revere such men in society. The church 
ought to teach us that God created man, 
not the business man, not the hook man, 
not the professional man, not the johified 
man, not the grooved and the routined 
man, hut man capable of a thousand in­
terest , a pirations, and yearnings, and He 
breathed into him the spirit of life, the 
spirit of unquenchable and aspiring Ii£ e, 
the pirit of adventure, the spirit of seek­
ing and searching for new beauty and new 

goodness in the world. That is the ideal 
which the church ought to hold up before 
all of us. God created u a little lower 
than the angels. Think of that marvelous 
phrase of the Psalmist. Here is man, frail 
child of dust-corruptible, with five in­
adequate enses-an in ignificant drift 
upon the heave and throw of univer al 
forces. And yet, the Psalmi t, who knew 
God as few knew Him, declared that this 
man, so puny and small and peri hable 
was yet "a little lower than the angels." 
Why? Because God placed in every hu­
man being an insuppressible yearning to 
transcend himself, which is Divinity-a 
passion to outdo himself, and to outlive 
himself, to reach out into the unknown 
and, with bleeding hands, search for a new 
beauty and ~ new glory. God placed 
within our souls these dreams and yearn­
ings. God set before us visions and the 
promise of revelations. We cannot realize 
our dreams, we cannot pursue our visions, 
we cannot set out upon our marvelous pil­
grimage unless we have time, unless we 
quite deliberately say to ourselves, "So 
far I shall go in my pursuit of the things 
which I need for my bodily wants, and no 
further; beyond that, I am a free man, be­
yond that, I have a dream-world in which 
I wish to live." 

Perhaps what I have said is altogether 
too vague for your specific purposes. But 
I assure you it is very near and very real 
to me. 

The time has definitely come in our na­
tional life when a new spirit ought to he 
made regnant. The pioneering age, the 
age of exploitation of our continental 
wealth which demanded all of our energies 
and all of our time is pas ing. Now let 
us begin to build the American civilization! 
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A Pro!}ram of Natm·e Studt1 /<H" Recreation Systems 
Chairman-Mrs. Charles D. Lanier, Greenwich, 
Connecticut 
Sveaker-W1111am 0 . Vinal, Ph.D., New York State College ot Forestry 
Discu Hon Lfadet"•-E. A. Pritchard, R&adlng, P nnsy1vanla 
B rtha Chapman Cndy, Ph.D., Girl 8cout1 
Roger H. Motten, \Yoodcraft L ague of America 

Room H-Haddon Hall 
Pla11gr01m<l Beautification Experiences 

Chainnan-Ernst Hermann, Director ot Rec­n•atlv11, Xt•wton, ~Iassachusett. 
R1,rakcr-f'harle • . •. Lowri . Lamlsc-a11e ,\rchi­tl·ct, 1'cw Yo1k Cit~ 
Discussion Leaders-Arthur Leland, Newport. Hhode !eland 
Frank E . Sutch, Scran on, Pennsylvania 

Financing Communit11 Rec1·eatfon 
Roun,1 Tahle Discussion 

Room J- Haddon Hall 

Chairman - George E . Dickie. Managi>r, P . R. A A 

TJi.\ 11s.~io11 l.rr,I{ r­
Dela war• 

B R<1ot. \Yilmin~ton. 

11 o•clock 
Gener11l See■ion 

ernon Room 

To1,ic-Lel ure and Crime 
Chairman-John H. Finley, LL.D. 

Gold Room-Chalfont, 

Bpea.kers- harleii Platt, Ph.D., President, National ProhRtlon soc1atfon 
Percy R. Creed, E'cretary, Sport manship Brotherhood 



ote 



otes 



12 :30 •'clock 
Con:;r s Photograph 

Boardwalk- Front of Haddon Hall 

Thursday Afternoon, October 21 
No General Sea ion 

Thunda:, Evenintr 
8 o'clock 

G,.neral u1lon 
Vernon Room 

Topic-Leisure and Lite 

Ch<rinnan-John H. Finley, LL n. 
,peakcr-Fre<lerick K ppel, LL. ., Pn~11h I l, Ca -

1wgie CorJ)oratlon, ew York tty 

9 o'clock 
Social Dancinl[ 

Friday Morninc, October Z2 
9:15-10:45 

Section Meeting■ 

Publicitv Beaaion-Year Round Publicity Program 
C1rnirman-J. . Walsh, ew York 'ity 

Speaker -Arthur ·oren, Superintend nt or Rec­
r ation, Springfield, Illinois 
Robert O'Brl n, Sup rintendent or R er ation, 
iemphis, Tennes11ee 

Discuasto11, Lcadera-Arthur Miller, Wilke!!· 
Barr , Pennsylvania 
Z. Ne por, Elmira, New York 

Gold Room-Chalfont• 

Th8 Recreation D8partment's Rcs11onsibilit11 for 
!leading for Children and A<lults 

Chainnan- {rs. HownrJ Iv 'S, Portland, Maine 



.Sveal:er-Anne Carroll Moore, .. w York Public Library 
flit1r11ssio11 l,cwl< r-Jn. ph L , LL.D. 

Hoom n-aaddon Hall 
Criticisma of Recreation Programs :Voto Being Carried 

On 
C'hau·11rn11-"\Yilliam Burdick, :\T.D., Baltimor1 . . Tar. ·Janel 
Pre1n·1nution of P,·og, ums-
Thoma. ,v. Lantz, Orlanclo Florldn 
Charil-~ Lamb, Lo Angeles, alifornia 
Critica-Jay B. Nash, S. ,vales Dixon 

Blue Room-Chaltonte 
Pla11 p,·oblem of Cities Under 25,000 Population 

Chairman-To be announce(.] 
Speaker-Mr . Che ter G. Mar h, Director or Rt>rreatlon, Westchester County, cw York 
Discus1110n Leaders-Marjorie C. Geary, South Manchester, Connecticut 
noug-Jac, :\Tiller .• • wburg", • Y 

• 1ioom J-Haddon Hall 

11 o'clock 
General 11sion 
Vernon Room 

1·01>ic-Lelsure and Trained Leadership 
Chairmcm-Joseph Le . LL.D. 
:sveukcra-Brother Barnabas, Executive Secretary, Boy Lite Bureau, !{nights of olumbus 

Ira. Eva W. White, Director, Bo ton Com­munity Service 

Friday Afternoen, October 22 
2 :15--3 :45 

Section Meetlnca 
Pla11 Programs /or Women and Girls 

Chairman-Mrs. Eva W. White, Director, Boston Community Service 
Speaker-Agnes Wayman, Girl Scouts 
Discussion Leaders-Helen Porterfield Knox. viii<', T nnessee ' 
F. S. Mathewson, Plainfield, New Jersey 

Blue Room- ChaUonte 

10 
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Sicimming Pools 
Chairma11-Guslavu3 T. Kirby, New York l'lly 
Bpeake1·-}.I. F. Ha brouck, ~ew York City 
Discuss ion Leaders-\\'. D. Champlin, PhilallLl 
phla 
Vi'. C. Batchelor. Pitt~liurg-h, ra. 
Vir. R. Pitman. Ballirnori>, Ma1-ylan1l 

Room H-H.:ddon 11:i!I 

An A naly.!is of Character l'ahte., of P/1,y <mil 
Recreat,on 

Chairman-Joseph Lee, LL.D. 
Speaker-Professor Clark W. Hetherington, 
New York University 
Discussion Lca<lrr.~-Paul Hanly Fnrtl'v, Ph n, 
Catholic Univer.·ity, Washington, D. C. 
Hugh Hartshorne, Ph.D., Columbia University 
A. E. Pritcltar,1, Reading, Pa. 

G•ld Room- Chalfon 'e 

Ilow Rec1'eation Workera Can Serve Industrial 
Workera 

Round •rable Discussion 
Chairman-To be announced 
Discussion Leaders-L. R. Burnett, :\ILD., Pater­
son, New Jersey 
F.lmPr r... Manning, N<>w Raven. Connecticu 
Anne F. Horlgskirn,, Toronto, Canarh 
Anice L. \Yhituey, . S. Departnwnt or Labor 

4 o'clock 
Clasmea 

Room J-Baddon Hall 

(See Pages 12-13) 

Friday Evening 
8 o'clock 

General Session 
Vernon Room 

Topic--Exposlng Oneself to SP.It Control 
Chnirmcrn-Ot to '!' .• !allery, Prni::i,lent, Playgroun 1 A~­

sociation, Philadelphia, Pa. 
Spea7cer-Gerald Stanley Lee, Author, Northampton, 

Massachusetts 
Demonstration of Reat Workinr 

ll 



'PJ: I L CLA SES A~D D ~l\1O ' TRATIO. 

All danea meet from, P. 1\1. to 5:30 P.1\1. 

Comm11ni1 y .ll 11~1c 
Protes or Peter W. Dykema, Community Mu le Con­

. Ullanl, l'. h. r\ . . \ 
W. ,v. Norton. Executiv Secretary, Flint Community Music A sociatlon, Flint, Michigan 
Kenneth S. lark, National Bur au tor the Advance­

m nt of Mu. ic 
Mi:-:s Beulah K nnedy, Music Sup rvisor, Atlantic 

ity 
No1 val L. Church, TC'arhers ,oil ge, Columbia 

'niversity 
.:\Ii:-s B ulah rowfoot, lJir ·ctor of ~Iu ic. Hosuital ·1::rvice, •. Y. Tub rculosis A1-i-ociation 
William Yan cle \Vaill. llarri,-IJurg. Pa . 

. 11 ontlay-Special Song Lt>aclers' Class 
'J'1wsday-Use ot Introuuctory Instruments 
Wc<lnesda11-How to Secure Greatest \'alue from 
Mu~ic In a Recreation Program 
'.J'hursday-Problems ot Bands and Orchestras 
in Recreation Systems 
Fr:doy-Demonstratlon ot Music Material Suit­
able tor Recreation Systems 

Cni tnHnitv Drama 
::'\fo:s Joy Higgins, 
. Irs Mab 1 Foot 

A. A. 

Blue Room-c:,alfonte 

Boston ommunity Servicf' 
Hobb , Drama onsultant, P. R. 

Mri::. Elizabeth Hin s Hanl Y, Drama Organiz r, P. 
R. A. A. 

Jack Stuart Knapp, Drama Organizer, P. R. A. A. 
Mi. s Franrc Hairf', Board ot Recreation, East Orange, N. J . 

Jlaily Round Table Di.,cu.~sion G,·oupa on Follotoill!J 
Tovics: 

Play Production 
Plnr S I <'lion 
H lig-iou. Drama 
Orga niz:1 tion 
Pag<'a ntry 
Co1-tuming 
!\IaJ<e l'p 

Geld Room-Chalfont• 
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Game.! 
Elmer Berry, Ed.D., . ·ational Recreation S ·hool 
John Martin, Recrt>ation Organizer, P. H ... \. A. 

Tuesday­
Wednesday-

Social Recreation 

fu~ic Room-Chalfonte 

Lynn Rohrbough, Social Rccr atlon nion, Chicago 
A. E. Metz<lorf, Y .... L C. A., Roch tE't, ... w York 

Thursday-
Friday-

Room J-Haddon llall 

Ucmdc1·aft 
J. R. Batchelor, P. R. A A. 
:Mrs. Anna "-'olf, Dennison l\Ianu(arturing ompany 

Tuesday-
lVednesday-

Room H- Haddon llall 

Old American Dances 
Madeline Stevens, 'chool of Jay and Re reat1on, 

~ew York City 
Thu1·sday-
Frida11-

Masic Reoa1-Chalfontt 



A OU CEME T 

Delegate. are r •1u ,-ted to consult th bull tin board 
daily fm· ·pecial a111,ounc menti;. 

Thur~tlay afternoon, 0 tober 21, from one to four 
o'clocl,. h:l~ l'n l ft free for m tings ol ;,p cial group , 
individual con!crcn<' i1 and recreation. Wher a room i 
required for i<l)ecii1l meeting11 inquire at the ReKi tration 
Pe~k in Haddon Hall. 

Consultation en ice 

Th !ollowmg person are available tor con ultation 
011 sp cial probl nis. Hours when con ·ultants may be 
. e n will be Jl0i:itcd on the bulletin board n u.r reg1!otra.­
tion cl k. 

Community Drama 
Joy Higgins 

Jrs. Mab I Foote Hobb 
Mr . Eliznb th Hanley 
Franc . !lair 
Jack Rnapp 

Community Music 
Prot'es ·or Peter W. 
Kenneth . Clark 
,v. '1.'. ·orton 

Cornmunity Buildinca 
L. E. Jallade 

Game 
John Iartln 
Elmer Berry 

ftecreation and aCet:, 

yk ma 

E. \Y. Corn, . ·atiom1I at ty Coun ii 

Handcraft 
J . R. Batchf'lor 
Mrs. Anna Wolf, Dennison l\ianu!acturln« Co. 

S, immins and Water afety 
H. F. Enlows, American Red Cross 
W . E. Long! llow. American Red Cross 
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:-:wimmin Pool Problem 
F. H:u·brouc-k 

L. E. Jallade 

Recrl'alion Per onnl'I 
Mr::< Or·1 GuP.·~fonl n•(•tr 

:=peci I Ilecrcat;on Problem 
George Butler 

Reneation for Colorctl Groupi1 
I•: T .\t w, II 

Rural Recr"ation Problem11 
Dr. r. D. mith , D~nartmf'nt or .-\g-nc 1ltt11 
'\Ya~hing on n r 

• :iturc Study 
Dr. "Willi:im G. Yin:il, ,\rn rican • ·at11r, ..\~soc1 
atin'1, .. ·ny York CollP " o( Fore trr 

, lotion Picturr~ 
f'nrl E l\ illiJ-.•r . P<'r, •. r,·. ~f,,tinn I'; ur l'r, 
11111·1 r:< :m l Di. t rilm or· of .\ nwnC'n 

Pnrk Rec-rea!ion Problem, 
L. H. "\Veir 

Physical r:duc-ntion Prob) m:-1 
.J. It \I,· ur.J\" 1J.n . 
.Tohn n1·own, .I.D. 
Chi k E . HethPrin~ton 
Thom:1s .\ . orey .. [ I> 
.I. E . Tio;;:"• r!" 
J;l111,.r r: I'!'\", J:,J. D. 

D legates havin~ sp cial prob!Pms and q11e:-; ion"' no t 
listed ahove are invitrrt to con 111 G,•or"c n n11t1 •r 
who will endeavor to put delegate!-,; in touch with oth r 

ho may help 



TIIIRTEE. "TH RECREATIO CO GRESS EX HlBITORS 

All ti legal s are urired to vi~iL thoJ cxt.en1<ivc ducationnl 
•·:-.hibiti; locat.<'<l on th l('l'Ound floor of Ha<ldon Hnll. The 
e:-..hibil room ii; 011 •n all day and every cvcnin,-t du.-ing the 
Congre:;i,. 

Abingdon Press 
A!isO("iation P1·es: 
M. Barrows 
A. S. Barns 
W. Hintz 

. Birchard 

nmpany 

II nnison Manufnc-tm·i1 ~ Cmnp;rny 
E\ crwem· Manuinc·turinl(' om11any 
::-;amu':!I French 
l;iant 1anufacturin~ Compnny 
P. Goldsmith & /;ons Com1mny 
Hill Standard Compuny 
. m L'ic·an Plny:;:roun<l De\ il-c Company 
Molv-Mnwcr Company 
Play E,1uipment Cun111any 
l'laygrouml E1Juipment Company 
Clayton F. ummy Com1iany 
Mitchell Manuf:wturing- Comn:iny 
Cahill 8rothe1·s 
Lynn Rohl'hou11:h 
P~lddle Tenn is omp1111y 
American rayon 

ntury Company 
P.R. A. A. 
Rec1· ation D 11arlment. olum bui<. Georgia 
Arthur Leland 
l·c<len1l Counci l of Churches 
National Child Welfare Association 
National Safety Council 
Weflt Chesler County Recreation Commission 
Pittsbun~h Rec1·ealion Commission 
Bureau of Rec1·cation, Sci-anton, Pennsylvania 
Bureau of Recreation, Lo!< Angeles , California 
The Playg.-ound & Recreation Commi:;sion, 

S11rinrdielrl. Ill. 

lfi 



The Survey 
Department of r.ecreation, nr ~,,it. Mi<'hi::r n 
DepartmPnt of Recreation, East Ornngr, N J . 
Deriartmen of Rect·ention, Il <'1iston . Te..:a~ 
Chicago Recreation Commi~~ion 
National Highway A eociation 
Na ionnl As-;ociation of Book Puhli~her~ 
Department of Recrea ion, Pater11on, J. 
Municii:,al Recreation ommission, Johnstown, Pl\ 
Bo. ton Community Service 
Bureau of Recreation, Evanston, Ill. 
RecrPation Bureau, Depa!"tm nt of Park . Dr klyn , 

N. Y. 
Bureau of Recreation, York, Penn. 
,lotion Pi<·t ure Produce1·s anti m~, ribut or. nf \mr ·i<'a 

Railroad Certificate 

c~rtifieate entitling Congre!'R delegate! to reduct-<! rail ­
r ad fare should be depo:ited at the R 1dstration Ill' k 
Immediately upon arri\' I. They will be r turned to del<•­
g-ate! after proper validation by the 11pe<'ial a1rent of the 
railroad companie~. 

HE ltE 110N 0 RES: COMMll-fEE 
:}I~ Fourt h Av nue 

w York City 
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