
 
Abba Hillel Silver Collection Digitization Project 
Featuring collections from the Western Reserve Historical Society and 

The Jacob Rader Marcus Center of the American Jewish Archives 

 
 
  

Western Reserve Historical Society                 American Jewish Archives 
10825 East Boulevard, Cleveland, Ohio 44106 3101 Clifton Avenue, Cincinnati, Ohio 45220 
(216) 721-5722                                                 (513) 487-3000 
wrhs.org                                                         AmericanJewishArchives.org 

 
MS-4787: Abba Hillel Silver Papers, 1902-1989. 

Series V: Writings, 1909-1963, undated. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Reel     Box         Folder  
         173           63           155 
 
 

What Cleveland needs most, 1927. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



A disastrous strike in the buildin industry of 

Cl vel n occurred last year. Simil r strikes re likely to 

ooour in the future. t is clear to every right think1n 1 

th tin every such industri 1 dispute and resultant eoonomio 

disorg izatio1 , the public ulti1 'tely p ya t e full price. 

ht provisions is Cleveladd makin to avoid such 

economic chaos in one of its most vital industries in the future 

I re d it as moat f utile Aor men t the present tie to indul e 

in acade io disoussions touc in th ri ht d wron of t e open 

or closed ...,hop . e are confr onted 1th an·aocomplished f ot. 

The buildin industr in our city is hi h y organized and is lik ly 

to continue so. As lon s such or iz ti exists, collective 

r :!.nir.. ill c i , 
1

. o w t" ou 1 t un1o 1am is e j_n less. 

Are e then to ackno ledge th f benever im ortant ifferenoes 

of opinion arise between employers nd employees in the buildin trades 

there c be now y out ex ept the way of c n liot - the strike o· 

th lockout? Is it not clear th t hoever e er ea victorious o t of 

these protr oted trials by orde 1, the city of Cl ~ve dis c.lw YB 

defeated t The eneral economio life o· the co unity al ya suf ere . 

Follo 1n ~ the deep rate strike in the buil ing in ustry of 

Cl eveland in 1921, a Board of Concili t on of ioh the writer was 

a me ber, was appointed to adjust the differences nd to establish 

a eneral wa e for the ensu1n year. erha.ps the mo t im ortant 

recommendation which th t o rd made at th t tie was; 

e sub it t t public oonf1 nee and sup ort can 
result onl y fro a se s e of ju tice to the p~blio 



f the utual protreotion of the r1Ghts of all 
parties oonoerned. Anu hence w~eco ~end th t 
the Conciliati Otrd provide he creation 
of per anent bocrd of e ert to be presided 
over by an impartial chai an, to the end th·t the 
public my have permanent repreaentatio in the 
settlement of a e disputes and all jurisdictional 
que 0 tions, and also in the abatement of abuses and 
in the development of eneral well-bei , within the 
industry. e regard the creatio. o such a Board 
of supreme im ortance". 

lhy has this reco ~endation not been acted upon? Does it 

not o· fer the jus t and intelli nt way out o our periodic and 

oostly industrial stru gle e 

2. 

The ye r 1927 would beco~e a red l ett r year n the annals of 

the economic proeress of our city were suoh a Bo rd oreated within 

the next twelve months. 
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