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THE MES AGE OF A3RAHA_ LI TCOL·. 

Abstracts of .n Address delivered by Rabbi Abb Hillel Silver 
at the Lincoln D y Celebration of t .... e Veter:tns of the ivil . ar 

Statler Hotel , Saturday Evenin$ , Feb. 12, 1927. 

Abraham Lincoln has a mess ·e , a two-fold mess -e , the 

me s sage of his life , d the messa ✓ e of his nolitical f aith. 

A g r ea.t man is one who lives a ,great i "ea an~ h is life 

is but the testimony of the unfoldment of thi s ~reat ide which he 

vequeathes to posterity . very .Jreat • an wri~ea a Bi le, Book 

of Revel tion°, for God revels himself thru 7 reat men . That is 

why bio:,r~.pcy is the s .cred. lit erat re of t ... e >w orld. braham 

Lincoln live N a ~re t idea an is lif e is i~delibly i~scri· ed 

record of the su.cce sful un:ol me t o t i ide8. T':l i~ • reat 

idea was Democracy. 

Li~coln 1 s life as t~e ch n_el thru which de ocracy 

in 11 its OuQerful potency expressed itself . Linc ln 1 s life, 

I hold, is democrac y triurnphant. It is the proo: , tne testinony, 

the epi c of democracy. Lincoln is aeclo0racy. - ,ashin ~ton was not . 

Jefferson was not. Both ere devoted discipl es of democracy but 

neither was a pr uct of e.aocracy. Both ere the rebel l ious 

children of an undemocrat ic civilization. They reas ned the.nselves 

into democracy . But Lineal was 11 bone of its bone d flesh of 

it s flesh". Lincoln a of the very soil of enocracy , of the 

earth earthly. 

Lincoln is not only the ~u reme chievement of 

democracy but lso its most exalte postle a.6 witn~~s. For 

Lincoln ic the proof f the tru~h , of democracy . 
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Linc0l. 1 s political faith too has a rnes~a_;e for us. 

Lincoln never co~n-oromise ~ on principles . The fr . ers of the 

Con ti tut ion, the f at:.ers of this country corri romie •• They be

lieved in democracy but they ere noj reai.:..y to ccept its ultim te 

i mplication and so they limited the co ceot ion of e.nocra.cy. Tti s 

limitation ulti~ately cost hundreds of thousands of lives of 

America citizens. Lincoln , of 11 men , st e last to co ~ro~ise . 

If democracy is true, it is univers 1. If democracy is true it is 

applicable to 11 men . Lincoln s i ~ ttThis co ntry can:1ot be half 

free an1 h lf slave", Lincoln re-defined the or. democracy and 

plumbed i t very depth. 



THIRD A UAL 

Lincoln's Birthday Banquet 
TH 

Cuyahoga oun il 

on and Daugh er of he Union Veteran 

f th Civil War 

HOTEL STATLER 

Saturday Evening February 12th 1927 



PROGRAM 

March .......................................................
........ Orchestra 

Song, 0 Star Spangled Banner ' ........ Orchestra and Audience 

Invocation . . . .. . . . . . . . ............................ _ _ _ ....................... . 

Gr etings to Guests and Veterans .. .... Hon. John D. Marshall 

Mayor of Clevel, nd 

Lincoln s Gettysburg Addr ss .............. ............. . 

. . .... . . .. . . . . ommander Talbott Men rial P st G. A. R. 

Selection . . . .. . . . . . . . . ................. .. .... ..... ........ John Pierce 

Clev I nd lnstitu e I Musi 

Introduction . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . National and D partment Officers 

The Propos d Lincoln M . 1orial.. ..................... Helen Green 

Selection ................................................... ..... G. Wagner 

. ddress 'Abraham Lincoln ~ .................. Rabbi Silver A. H. 

Song ' My Country Tis of Thee" .... Orchestra and Audience 

Trum ter ........................ ....................... W. K. Patterson 

i1mic /,y Cuyahoga ouncil Lrche3tra 

Edward Au t, Conductor 



, 

Fruit Cocktail 

Celery 

Roast Chicken 

Potatoes Au Gratin 

Parfait 

Head Lettuce 

Thousand Island Dressing 

Coffee 

Olives 

French Peas 

Cakes 

Floral Decoralion, through courleJ:y of lhe /. M. Gauer Co. 
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