
Abba Hillel Silver Collection Digitization Project 
Featuring collections from the Western Reserve Historical Society and 

The Jacob Rader Marcus Center of the American Jewish Archives 

Western Reserve Historical Society      American Jewish Archives 
10825 East Boulevard, Cleveland, Ohio 44106 3101 Clifton Avenue, Cincinnati, Ohio 45220 
(216) 721-5722 (513) 487-3000
wrhs.org AmericanJewishArchives.org

MS-4787: Abba Hillel Silver Papers, 1902-1989. 
Series V: Writings, 1909-1963, undated. 

Reel   Box        Folder  
         173   63         158 

Education and the good life, University of Cincinnati and 
University of Akron, 1927, 1929. 



The aim of edac tion is one ith the aim of human life. 
The aim of human 11 e is the tree and fu.11 expression of humon 

personality, the realization of self through o.n:l by and in the mi dst 
. of social life and so cial activity. The self is physical and mental 

and emotional. 'llse■e th1nge =ere arranged=i:B ma dapsr bui,n:tltE Hornen 
»•reoaslity ie earsaatse4 -ergftfttc rJ.ly. ~ ach clement is a voneti tuen t 
of the other so that to develop ourse lves compl etely e must develop 
ourselves ph . sically, mentallya.Dl spir itu.1.117. Eduction is the 

teohnique of human development. 

From the point of vie 1 of society eduo· ~ion i v the force . 
which holds .... ociety together. It 1 the cans whereby the individual 
is 1nit1atod into oommunicy life. 

The 1 erio· a ~hool in t he eo e or t :·o ha been 
.uiok to re l.ize this t , ·o-fold fwiction O.L eduar t ion , t l e ublio 
sahool to a 1 _·ge extent than the h .gh a!lbool, t ho h i gh school 
to a larger extent than he oollege. the rivate school to a larger 
extent t an the u.blio sohool. The pr iva. te school, because of i ta 
greater financial independence. its smaller enrollment of pupils t 

and because of the oloeer oooperation between teaaber and parent, 
has been able to a larger degree than the public school to exper
iaent WI. th the newer theories of eduaa tion , looking to the devel
opment of burnan peraonali ty. 

Ae a rule the private school ia not a desirable inatitu-
tion in e. demoorao7. uite 1nevitabl7 it makes tor social isolation 
and social exalusivenees b,O.t until the public school is able and 
illuig t.o do the intenvive and experimental work which the pr ivatw 

ailhool oan and is doing, the latter is performing a le itimate and 

orth ·.hile eervio 1n tho oommuni ty. 



I 

There are certain dangers co~ronting our school system, 

the first of vhioh is .. the des:1re to make of eduo tion a purel.7 
I' 

praotio land utilita!'ian affair. bduoation is too soon diTerted 

into professional aha;nnel,s. ~n ifla taught too ea.rly to sppo-

' i ize in hie chosen ~ooation or profession. due~ tion is ·tri ,ped 

down to the bJl,r~ essentials of rofesaionnlism. a a result t r 
~ • I 

1'0UDB man's um~be,oom&a tragically narrow and his interests 

sadely confined. Themman himself beoomes gro ed and niahed and 

Jobif'ied. / Amerioan educators slx>uld not listen to this voice 

of ~in Street, made haev7 ~1th the rich food of prosperity. No 
! 

education is • orth the ~e if it is not a liberal eduoation, if 
I 

it does not free his m ... lid to think ere tively hiz • ould to 

roam, if it doea not in ul te i in him a f e nd no le onthus-

iaan for the h nni ties of 1 ife. e nee 

Jut over and aboYe th t u.nd of infinitel)' greater :mportanoe to 

eooiety is to have men ~hoee minds and souls havo been trained to 
' 

love t :tutb and beauty fl.Dd. goodness, men of social S11Jlpathiea. 

Another fallacy which is attaching our sabool system is 

the notion that the \·hole business of the school ie to impart in

formation. The re l function of the school is to teaoh a man how 

to think. Not to impart beliefs or to transmit dogmas nor to in-
. 

wloate notions nhicll mr:7 be considered at the time orthodox and 

oonventionnl, nor even to impart a st amount of ~ate but to 

stimulate the marvellous machinery of the !Inman mind, to lr1ndle 

the imagiDation and to e .uip a man ith the neaeeeaey tools to 

wrestle suooeesfully i th the problems ,•hiah life may bring to his 

door. 
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It l "l ar that educ Uon a a two- old function to r!o in the 

lU• of man. d the fore. in the 11.fe of aociety: the one 11 utilit.7 and 

the other 1• cultm-e. dllc t1on JD'1at ena le m.-m to b o .. ore ef!lclent, 

to hl • •1th lncr•Qa.•i.a-.. f 111t7 the legit te ,o • ot hia life; 4 

l t \ alao humanise him. 

tftl.7 intelllpnt ecb.¥:at1on will fir \ of &1.1 cul\lTate in us, a~ I 

of oar uoeua17 men,a1. •fl'llpment, the p er of \;O entratlon. One of the 

1ft'lajlwne aohie~••nta ot the human ind 1• intenaive t inlcbg - t t ct of 

will which tocuaea O\I!' entire mental apparatua upon one giYen problem and bold• 

lt there until tha, problem 1• aolved. ... roe••• of d.1aolp11ning \he mind 
) 

for auatained and pereistent apewla,lon la lntlnltel.J re llllport \ than the 

Cllllllll ,1on of what •• call lmowlad«e or 

knowledge which•• call me or,. 

ca of ret int 

Education 11Ut al10 train ua tor quick. r aolute an eff ctl•• thinking. 

To think 11 t e hard.eat thilig ln the world - to 1nk hard. to think ~l•i•el7 

d to think tor oursel•••• e re prone to choo•• t wanderi •~ of menW 

;21-1 

l••• which la ef~ortleaa. r ther than the r4. un ndlng road of re 1 te4 

t ht whi h brln • arine■a and brain-! . 1n. ov mental lite la being 

conatantl7 invaded 07 1 ona of half-trutha, perYeralona of t.ro.th. preJudlcea 

d propaganda. Ten our autbentle cbazmela of lnf'o tlon. the pre••• the 

o aa-room. the plat orm and th pulpl t, in ll1Bn¥ 1na,anc••• do not 1 ve u 

obJeot1T• and 1ml>i •4 truth. !o •aYa from the morua of the prop gaa.da.a\yle 

of mlnd 1 one of the chief alma of edui ti n. duca,1011 mu t eu le u ,o 

• h e'Yldeno•• to jwlge cr1t1Gall.Y, to dlacern tru.e fr the f ••• 

th re 1 frcn t unreal, t f t fr \ fiction. he o ern man la d1a,1a-

ln tl o.t po N••• • not Detter 

mind. lMlt better e\ of 1en,1tlo ,oola tor uoer\a1n1ng tn\ha d for 

1ng realit7. It is in the cona,ant plo11J8nt of the aclentiflc met.hod 1n 
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I 
7 

all o thi th t we tru.l () rn. 

tl7, ed tlon a.uat at.1Dr.u te creatl• 1 ln tlon. It 1 tro he 

er atl e ion t t t l t of orl n lty - t De note am lit7 lD 

lite - •prl .. t r in clence. t. liter or rel on, no tha 

bl e4 tlon. • r •elation• come fJ"Om tiio 0 out 

0 three nda, no OUl"th ound. wt atar •... 

lrat function at due t1on, t r fore, le to t n 0 t ink int iv 17, 

to think critlcally, d to...,_,_ 1mag1nat1vel,7; to en ow h1• nt llt• u ar • 

o albl 1th t er of d wit t ur 

to adftnt un41a~o•ere4 continent• of truth. t this 1 mt the ol of 

ducation. ...-.-atlon for ef icl 3 la onl7 on ation. 

atop• with• ficien prove the at at and to cle,y. 

dangeroua er lnal in the world 

1tta of coneentration, re aon 

n o 1• lentifully endowed wit 

tlon. t 1th no ral. er 

moat 

the 

oat eroua epoch• ln c1v111satlon e th:> hich th mlnda of the r • • 

o td1 tanced 1t• spirit, in ch the lncre&M4 power of the race, 

thro n• diacov rie• d inv tiona, la not me aed and 1ded 07 

lncreaaed ethic pur o • d b7 big r co ecration . 

Intell ence ia not ow;h. I ell nee plua ch t r - t t is the go 1 of 

tru eaoation. .o integrate 

npp~ t moti.,. po er 11 technique for tt ning theN 1 ea.la - t t 

co plete eclu.oa\ion vn ua not o l er 

of concentration. bllt or t bJect1T • upon bich to concen rate, not only crltlo 1 

f'acul \7 for preo1N JWMll~nt, bu.t alao profound 9'}' th • wl which to 

aperi ty of our t lao nldndl1 

enthua1 for o bJec\a of our tion. It not o h to know tnith. • mut 

lo • truth ancl aacrifloe ·or lt. It 1• not enough to be quick of roept1on. 

be (llllClt to nspo t.o t al of h 107 ltie . N than a 
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preclN, po• rful intell • :,n d not onl7 no hi~ 1• 

po r. b\lt ia control. -h n d ot onl1 tru la l ht, 

b\1t odn •• 1 th. bey n d lov loy ltle1 118 11 t ot 

aplr tlon • y used c d dlgn1ty d pl n dn traint. y n ed 

qw.et. •• and p t\Ce d in ·1, cont ta. bro d education 111, 

tl r fore. transmit to ua not only t cumulated kn 1 oft race, wt 

al10 th accurmu ted experience• of ci 1 liYin • It will transl t• truth for 

ua into o 11:te. It •111 cm te ua fort 

r• • two qualltl•• which diatingulah th 

nice and of adTenture. 

od lite. 

od life - the lltlea ot 

Goo •• flnda lta obJ ct1••• not in ouraelna but in othen. It la onl.7 

• widm t circle o our 11••• to include the 11vea of othen t t •• 

eY•lop lnto • lritual m turit7 d t te of the good 11 e. The full tree 

imtoldm nt of ereon llty, • ch 1• life's cblet o , 1• ••lble with t, • 

lt .ere, a tr 1 tion of aoula, without pro~ 

of otben, lthout linking up our eatliq 1th t 

ot the hol of an.kind. 

our llvea into the 11Tea 

eatln, of the adTanc1ng life 

0 can rience Jeaty of the good llf e o 1ao •• hi• deat1%l7. 

It 1a in the v ar of ltte, 1n the vtrey t. 1 k of the t • ttl for 

the t1t1ea o bum 11 , t t one 1• lnle d to t ta the 1ntox1 atl n of 

the lf'od 1 e. 

The oth r cpality • lch d1at1 iahea the 1 · t qu litJ of adYenture. 

Goo •• Maka 1ta Jor vlctoriea not in the pr aent, ~t in the tur • • 7 

K do 1• not of thia world" .... .. he Ki dam 1• t lo 4 ov.t of 

loYellM•• atill un om. good life 1• char terlzeA b pro hetlc rbTt 

It era afler the new he ~en• t new earth. hol atorJ of bvman 

pro •• la al pl.7 a c talo ot the • tru.th, the new inai ht, the new 

qualltlea which the adYenturoua 1rita of the n • race fl'Om t to ti ad4ecl 

to th ao l 1 aseta. -he entire c ital •to k of citlllz tion 1• de of 



t ose si le revelational cts of in ivid ' . 
be 

'"' i -~ -he new, pr i "'$ rom t 

'ruitful onl hen so n in t e urro s of the past. 

Patholog kno a oft o sad ala.dies ,hich flict en - otal ·orgetfulness 
!lnd tot al recall, In t~ e o ease the person u.f ers complete loss of me o • 
He i severed ... rom his past a.vi • knows onl the present. In the other instance 
the person is over hel ed b, ever etail of his past , so that be can think of 

~e i monopolize b bis me ,or,·. Both c sea are pathological. 
nothin::, el e. 

··eh race as a ihole,or particular se ents of it, often fall vi t m to 
one or the other of these maladies . It lives t o ' i'hole epoch during hich it is 
completel dominated too past, sh ckled traditions and precedent . It makes 
no eadway. It di covers no new truths. 'ertain time-honored .otion • cert in long
established c stoms or do as, eca se of t.eir ant'quit ·, are universal.I· credited 
and accepted. ~ o one ~estions them. .!.he ·reat ·ve ner

0 
of ch an epoch ~ eer.:s 

outlet , not in ne • discoveries or in .. rophetic a"lt c • a.tions , but in the ref in ment 
nd consolidation of existi. o ledge. ~his ... ells 

• urope kn uch an age of helpless retrospection int e .iddle Ages. ior a 
thousand Gars certain traditions tr J.ized o er tne inds of 

in philosoph • Galen in medicine, Au~ tine in theolo , the 

rope, - Aristotle 

olemaic stem in 
stronomy. ...he : i • dle es ere a \.!ase of total recall. -heir creative energies 

went to waste in pawi "' over the old, in repeating and elaboratine; pon the in
tellect l equa ·ions of the ancients. 

-he malady of total recall of en attac s h ~ an in 'titutions. In tit tions 
/,J Or,;.' J. arise in response to o e pre sing need of BMW\ life. ihen th.at need disappears, 

th institution oes not as qu.it:i<:l~ disa_pear . It h son. t en tunber life. 
But man' ind is content, out of deference to the establi hed sag~and its ensl vement 
to the past, to endure the abuses of tl e old. rather t: an create t· e n 

• 
eudalism, for example, ose out of the ch os of' rope follo ing the 



un er tn. travel precarloua. 

Ina tin 1 vely en o d th 
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of t 

itiea er 

el vea round t . 

lr • if t en 

•• 
ut 1 

rot ctlon. pared - lal, de of e et a of tur d 

narc}v. rder and di ciplln were 1n t ned. or er tlo 

sened 11 the eco!lom1c d political need ot t e oo 1 ot 

t the d for it di p ea.. but eu 1 ontin cl. 1 

1 

pe. \ r a 

11 in it ~iona 

ur 1 ted to 1 e. it oon de e rated into ion d tion. 

n bl ace d to protector• db c e plun era. 

be v and es rt. t ted 1• kin 

t tit ndured u 11 for enturlea ter it 

nturi ~ope re ned tied to thia dead d 

ReY lution aeftred asunder f'or•• r. 

1 tion i too 1• c in int. I re ou to 

lt- r aalon, t ion ha-. t inc e t 

• ca,_.,,, .... to 

to tradltlon, 

e4 to funot ion. or 

• until 

tC111arda 

lre. 

t lr ln,.--dence. tiona.l culture•, once utter y ............ 'D dad b7 rulera 

d~d oountry to c UD q if they ere re atret he• of territor,, a .. ,vr\ d 

themaelwa. atlona t out redlacover their ata. deYel 1 t 1r n tio 

ape d lterature and n ting th tr -., .... per n lity. Thie proceaa 

particul 11 atro duri t at cent . 11 of whi utterl~ co. en4able 

deair le. 

t t e radition of tio 11 oon c 

requlri ne adJ t t. It • found th t 

1 e ~ • • con itiona roN, 

oordin ted n t1on el - te I.nation 

1 ada to rivalry d ho tll1t1•• QI,-.,-~ opl • 

of lnt tional int. rdep n ce - d .... ft~•- 1 ly 

But ao e o d 

nation• cannot t 

war md rror. 

e we of tl 

thia 

• 

p t, o at 1 olet 

~clclable t wit 

at ttled 

orld 

n 

on needed 

of inter tlo oli 

a\ f tl ••• t t the 

tion 

lty. 

ut t e co ulaion o 1vera 1 

on the tiona oft e t • 



- -
pat co 1 tely, • en thy 1a1nherlt th aelwa • lt re, 

con tnu:t th ir 11-e on line• entir ly n • o 1 e one nti 

recedant d experience. h re lutionar)' fort r not r 

d t 1 are y 

people c gin life o to t 1 t thou 

1th t e lo an t 1 o h t. 

lr &"-1 too old or nati n• to t iI 1a lr 

narled for idylli • e rt.manta in Utopi 

in to r 

unr l d to 

in 1ator, 

too 

• 

ate 

ld ta 

ahecl 

0 

Only auch ideals 1aTe c nee in llte nd c ce to dT ce llf e, hie 

re re erent of the at, which diaco••r t e un eT1 ti lin/ •• nd the lnvln 1 le --

trength ot t e aat, 

voldlng th pltf lla 

d ch oll oae 11 a and dd to t t tn th, 11• 

error• lind leya o t p t. at 

atr a S thia In hlatoey t re 1a no Tol t 

d t 1 t n 

th ir y • fixed on th inti 

rd provea hi • 

1th t di 1n p o •• and nucrlpta •••• - e:fo 
. 

t lble d the i 1 t----••• t e at rev 

1)7 the en eTolutionl.• •• t little 

1th the t• c nt1 • • of ne tho invoke• t ode. 

In eekl the n on ould furt e ore rd him elf 

ne 1th tl e noTel. ttl on 

nw • d C 

n wn••• in a an or in plritu l rene , n 

of v luea, hi er uplratloma aa4 higher tateneta. 

ery it• novelty eekera and lta •P 1 

bizarre th fl boyant. Te epoch h it• fal•• 

n y cl Terne• • h yo n and en or ate 

ezceaa1Tely r preaMd one■, Ye t after th • rp rella 

he unconvention, 1 inc ot e or peech or nners or ide s. 

not tor tion, 

cl C to 

it 

bllca of tlqui\7 

nat confoand.i the 

n • e. uthentlc 

eri ter \hi 

ita C 

, except the 

of O"Yel 

llr 0 n ru:-e is 
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eapec1 117 addicted to thia 1 1 try of he _ oval. , ....... u,. ple would break 

with the ccmventlona d re trainta ot th p •• pl e 1,nto t they c 1 

the w Life. Bllt thla nn 1 e 1 • fter 1, no • lif e t l, t 

cceleratlon ot the old rl~t - ••lt a canaion of n nai~.ayed lo . 

irre•erencea and t irreaponaibillti • ot our day re notwhit dltferant tr the 

t le bra doe• of Tery ration •in'-• t be 1nnl of time - the c ra 

nd t e • e tot •• 1a not in n in noveltyJ .... 

•• Llfe 1• not. " excitement. bu.t new exul tion - not 1uw.1.a.nt, 

but • t1afact1on. r new ouraelTea, not by indul ln our ppetit••• btlt b7 

rovi ol)I" ta.at••• e enter new rlda thr tea o lr tion • 

... he tiat enter• nn rlda 'by ~ of hl• art, d by that token hi• 11 e la 

renewecl. h1a ar\ 1• perfeoted hi• life 1• pr • 1•ely renewed - llke an 

en ••• a of reaurr ction. -he mua1c1an, t o t, e achol tra-.erae 

un lored c ntinenta of titudea, untrod y the un itiated, and to t 

t 1r lite ia p rennl l r- ewal. r ere tlv et ort of h art or ind 1 

loriou.a basardry into undiaoovered world•• r lilt d l to th er 

art. t who follow• ckonl ideal 1 aaau.r 4 of unfailin retrea nt of 

aou.1 which will aaYe b fr t drab • ar1neaa of t ad cing y ara. 

But only auch 1 eal• po•••• the 

co 1 te fulfillment •• he1 one • 

1c power ot renewal 1 h foreftr elude 

rth ua. 

i eal • ch can ft in h1• llfe\1 1• m ortby of , W1wort~ 

o th r of 1• --•·~--tio , the chivalry of hi• aplrlt, the h dibood of hi• 

1th. ~17 ch t ka bitiona are orthy of ua w ich y • the tinitude 

f our bodiea nd 1n initude of our aoula , the 1 ten<» of fleah and the 

1 ot ce of aplrit, th mv1t of our • d the t.ernity of. our dreama. 

Blea ed ia e n lx>ae dr out11Tea h J 1 aeed ia t h m • o la atro 

no h to see hi elf w ol d powerl••• 1le h1 • ideal r in• young 

or ~ old • • ch co ena tea for our 1nf1 1 1••• 

d en. 

n 
o 11 e burn lo, t • ,m efiled alt a or our ••• aoula the hol.7 

ince • o our Ti.al on 111 r1 unlnterrupt•~. 



In hi• picture of Dori r • 11 te la of a yo • r t d 

ti 1 full or o uth. 

ld t he 

nted n 

ice, h in O t i t ia, • 

e rl 

~·· 
1 it 

I t o ol 11 o 

olorl • , t t i a picture 

l e let 

ri led nd l en d, 

n • 

d I could r 

• h, 

lwqe 

• t I 

hia dre 

• onl.7 t o 

J" 1 ... tad. bro bout t aucce di year• hie lo tu.re -

orld - C the 

unalte 1.J he • .... hrou h ceaa1ve t • 

aln d cruelty 

picture - t he 1rror 

vlclouan ae, d all 

.. orror ot t plctur • t 

ned t e , yo 

r fl x of • aoul - took on 

lrit ent whi h 

d to aelf-deatruction. 

ia 1a t t r • of on o •1 ea 

. o.r1ea 1 Ifill ltt r 1 

111 be or at r • • hope• • if t 

• hll lne4 

d a • t OU 

!ld tlful - b t hla 

1 the line••• 11 the 

bi. t at the 

orld. drove i to 

le dre • 

•• tor 11 h1 1017 

been. 

t, re • 

t • t t 

d all 

i d 1 1ch en aet for\ 

• ot wit out t h ir r 

el••• 

• 

not 1 Yed in 

• worlda 

or in to live. ental. d p1r1t l r \ion• to t N i de la, t 

lt t1ona te wit 1n iv to ur 1 • deeper 

cont nt d wider ac •• 

denied t world of ie•Wt~ent but 

8D4 romance d t e r1c h • :var of 11• 1 

er •• for •. ... rein doe• the • 

t be pone• ed or co \lned to be 

i de • i n order to nJoy t ie. nJoy t 

• 

with -~~~rneaa d aul7. 

0 orld ot oet17 

1ch the•• r ce ot t i 

t p~alc 1. fter 

t 8 

int 

d not oaNa• or con 

eat d tru le rt 

thi boo 1 tten b7 tic of t 1 te t h ca tury tell 

ow 

d 



- 9 -

h 1n to t 1 . - .,r live • re 1 nely 1ou • or d or tt 

0 ntire oa• ai n in 11 one tr t Nd or • 

d o ot r boo • 1oua n e t 11 1• i d re-r adin 

t 1 one 4 tr t. It 1lled hi• tir 1 • It b~ o ld. 

dad 1 • lov d it. tr aaured 1 t. i•d. runs th 1 1 thia 

pr cioua t 1 of tr 0 4 into r en of at.ng 

lov 11n a t i t 'te1 of 1•. 1 t , 1• it 

not t o rof'oun tr J In • 1 la did tri e lead nte l n t 

• or "Nry notion, for Ye tr na 1 iah, or o •• 

or r r, rn unto ua r niatr t d di • 

·uc is t ot noy of 1 

in w ich to 11 • Y ain t 011 t tr cat •• 

0 l d fru. tr tion lead.in to th lr lt te tr af1 a,1on. 

due t ion for t od d cour 

1th1n ua will ake o our lif 

bu 1 •• or roteaaion houl. 

ch 1c 1 to r atrict our d -nlo ment or n• 

d notoiq. • ould , o cour • tt t 

oc ticm_ to zplor lta ••ti7 d to n 

t 

oultlvatlOD of ch lde a 

1r1tual d intellectual 

pe itted to become ao 

ua to the tr 111 re tit on 

ce to t e v ry 11 1 • ot our 

into pl ver t lent" o• ••• 

'bu. • t ntlD our lt-tul.!111 nt b ond it and out of Lt o occup tion, 

Jew 1 r 

Our 

r 

ii• acop • 1• 1 r o~h t cl ff our hol erao lity. Like 

et I our 1r1t ahoul dYentur• lo ifold 

la one of• cl 1 t1on d '• au,:oe• l• d te 1n•4 b7 hl• billt7 

t~ ter thoro 1ly • re ori 4 fi l o c nomic ti vity. It 1• not ao much 

1• o as h1a lnte lY rtne•• in 1 ited ich counta. ia •• 
or ro •• in 1n i for ind t c llnk the 

e. t t o • n • 1• ter • 

otivlty to excl ion o 11 •• 

11 f 1 clen t uni \a into 

1 11 to o • ci lsecl 
wucW.& l • re in■ 

eatroya lt. 

•• 
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a ope and compr henaivem••• ell-rounded, colort 1 human p raon llt7 
cannot be d ve oped 1 thin the h rd ro,.1.tine of Job, ho eYer r911Wl rat1 v 

d eatimable it m be. 

1 111W1t h :ve more than one orld in which to lin; tor hie one orld 
~ coll P•• and then he 1• total:i., bereft. long i de of hia Job- orld 
he muat conatruct for hima lf a leiaure-world wherein he•can live treel7 
nd Joyously in the role of a creative teur, purauing objectivea not out 

of economic nee aaity but because of hia she.re lov for them. Thia will enable 
him to re in -oun ani et the eing toll of the relentleaa yeara. 

auat grew old. Ile aought to regain hia outh by r kindli.11. the burnt
out pasaiona of youth - wealth ~d love and life and 1~ hter. e sold ia 
soul for on t hour ot renewal. e failed. But in the end, writ• Goethe, 

:ust found ha inea and retr •hm nt of oul and w meaning and intereat 
in lif , by ngagi in ao eat social t tion, an enterpri • 
hich quickened hi min ed hia hart d ut erne•• into hi t1re4 

nerTea. It ade hlm m ter of old by lng h ervant of that which 1a 
ag le••• 
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THE UNIVERSITY OF AKRON 

Baccalaureate Exercises 
ON THE OCCASION OF THE 

FIFTY-SEVENTH ANNUAL 
COMMENCEMENT 

June 16, 1929 

Ac DEM 1c PRocEs 10N 

10NAL HYMN - "Onward Christian Soldiers" 
(Audience standing) 

INVOC TION 

Response: by che University Quarter 

A TPEM - "Thou Wilt Keep Him in Perfe.cr Peace" 
The University 1Quaroec 

ScR IPTURE LEssoN 

A THEM - "The Long Day Clo es" 
The University Quartet 

DR. 0. E. 0uN 

Woodman 

Sullivan. 

BACCALAUREATE SERMO - "Education and the Good Life" 
DR. ABBA H1LLEL S1LVER, The Temple, Cleveland, Ohio 

HYM - "O Beautiful for Spacious Skies" (Page 91) 

BENEDICTION DR. 0. E. OLIN 

TttE UNIVERSITY QuARTET fRA c1s J. SADLIER, Director 

MARVIN M. T1 HKOFP, First Tenor ARTHUR M1LLER, First Bass 
RoaERT K. STIN PP, Second Te.nor W LDEMAR. A. N1scHw1Tz, Second Bass 

GEORGE W. OPLINGER, Pianist 



The 
University of Akron 

Pro~ram of 
Commencement Week 

June 14 - 18, 1929 



Events of 
Commencement Week 

FRIDAY, JUNE 14 
9 :00 p. m. Senior Promenade at the Congrc ~ 

L:tke Country Club. 

SATURDAY, JUNE 15 
1 :30 p. m. The "A" A sociation golf tourna

ment at the Turkeyfoot Golf Links. 
7 :00 p. m. Annual Meeting and Dinuer of the 

'A" As ociation at Riehl's "Ye Olde Home tead' ', 
Turkeyfoot Channel Road. At this meeting all the 
letter men of the graduating cla . will be welcomed 
a:- new members of the A ociation. All alumni 
as well as letter men are invited. Re ervatiom, 
:-hould be made with Mr. Verlin Jenkin. Main 
59 2, or Coach Fred S. Sefton, Main 3630. 

/ 
SUNDAY,JUNE 16 

3 :00 p. m. Baccalaureate Service at the Cen
t al High AuditGrium. Sermon by Dr. Abba Hillel 

il\'er, The Temple, Cleveland, Ohio. The faculty 
and the graduating class will assemble at 2:15 p. m. 
at Buchtel Hall and march to the auditorium. 

MONDAY, JUNE 17 
12:00 oon. President and Mr . George F. Zook 

give a breakfa t to member of the graduating cla 
at the University Club. 

3 :00 p. m. Senior Class Exercise , including 
the Senior Ashton Prize Conte t, at Central High 
Auditorium. 



7 :00 Jl. m. Alumni Banquet ( informal ) at th e 
Portage Country lub. Mr. \Villiam P. Putnare, 
'9 3, will addre s the Alumni on "Readju tment, or 
the . ' ew Competition." Table~ may be re encd 
by cla • e , and resen·ation . hould be made "ith 
Mi !>s Margaret Fanning, the Alumni Secretar~ . 
e ither on the Commencement Order Blank or b\ 
telephone, Main 3630. For tho e taking the tre~t 
car, Mayfield avenue i the neare!,t top to the 
Cl ub, which i located about two block northca,t 
of \Ve ' t farket treet. 

REU 10 S OF CLASSES 
Fifty-year 
Fo r ty-ni nth 
Forty eigh th 
Forty- eventh 

Th ir t> -fi r t 
Thirtieth ... 
T ve nt y-n inth 
Twenty-eighth 
T,, entr• fifth 
Twentie th 

T,, elf th .. 
Ele venth 
Tenth 
Xin th 

TUESDAY, JUNE 18 
Commencement Day 

.... 18i9 
18811 
1881 
18 2 

1898 
1899 
1900 
1901 
1904 
1909 
1917 
1918 
1919 
1920 

1 :00 p. m. Annual Luncheon of the American 
A !> ociation of niver ity Women at the \\'oman•~ 
( ity lub. Alumnae of all colleges are invited . 
Re ervations should be sent to Mis Margaret 
Fanning, Secretary, or may be included in the orde r 
for other Commencement reservation ·. Telephone, 
!\lain 3630, or Lincoln 0863. 

3 :00 p. m. Senior Cla Play, "Phormio," on the 
rniver ity Campu . 

8 :15 p. m. Commencement Exerci e at the Akrnn 
. rmory. The address will be delivered by \Vil 
liam John Cooper, LL.D., Ed.D., United State 

ommissioner of Education, Wa hington, D. C. 
The faculty and graduating clas will form in 

the hallway of the north ide of the ground floor of 
the Armory at 7:15 o'clock. 



University of Cincinnati 

iSatralaureate e,eruir.e 

Sunday, June 12, 1927, in the Stadiutn 

Eleven 0' clock 

USHERS 
M. HOFFMAN, Head Usher 
WM. DIVERS 
C. DENKAMP 
H. LOWE 

G. EUMARK 
G. BIGGS 

C. WINTER 
G. Kl G 

~ 



PRESIDE T HICKS, Presiding 

Processional . . .. . .. . . .... .. . .. . Faith Of Our Father 

INVOCATION 

Scripture Lesson .. ... . .... . Isaiah, Chap. 42, vv. 6-13 
The Rev. Finis K. Farr 

Hymn .... . . . ... ... ... .. . .. . .. Lead, Kindly Light 

Address .......... . ..... Education and the Good Life 
The Rabbi Abba Hillel ilver 

Solo--

Dan Beddoe 

BENEDICTIO 

Recessional ... .... . ... 0, God our Help in Ages Past 

The congregation is asked to join in the singing of the 
hymns. In case of rain, the exercises will be transferred 
to McMicken Hall. 



Faith of our fath r , living still 
In spite of dung on fir and word, 
0 how our heart beat high with joy 
Whene' er we hear that gloriou word: 

Chorus 

Faith of our father . holy faith, 
We will be true to th till d ath. 

Our father , chain d in pri ons dark, 
Were still in heart and con cience free, 
And blest would be their children' fate 
Though they, like them, hould di for thee. 

Faith of our fath r , w will tri 
To win all nation unto th e; 
And through the truth that come from od 
Mankind hall th n ind ed be free. 

Faith of our father , will lo 
Both friend and foe in all our trife, 
And preach th , too, a love now how, 
By kindly word and irtuo Ii . 

Lead kindly Light, amid th' encircling gloom, 
Lead Thou me on: 

The night i dark and I am far from horn 
Lead Thou m on. 

Keep Thou my feeL I do not a k to 
The distant c n • on tep enough for m . 

I wa not al ay thu n r pray d that hou 
Should' t lead me on: 

I loved to choo and my path; but now, 
Lead Thou me on: 

I loved the gari h day, and pite of fear 
Pride ruled my will· r m mber not pa t y ar . 

So long thy power ha bl d m , ure it till 
Will lead me on: 

O'er moor and f n, o'er crag and torr nt, 'till 
The night i gone. 

And with the dawn, those ang I faces smile 
Which I ha e loved long inc and lo t a while. 



0 God, our help in ages past, 
Our hope for years to come, 
Our shelter from the stormy b]ast 
And our eternal home. 

Under the shadow of thy throne, 
Thy saints have dwelt secure; 
Sufficient is Thine arm alone, 
And our defense is sure. 

Before the hills in order stood, 
Or earth received her frame, 
From e,verlasting Thou art God, 
To endless yea.rs the· same. 

A thousand ages in thy sight, 
Are like an evening ;gone·; 
Short as the watch that ends the night, 
Before the rising sun~ 

Time like an ever-rolling stream 
Bears an its sons away 
They fly, forgotten as a dream 
Dies at the opening day. 

0, God our help in ages past, 
Our hope for years to come; 
Be Thou our guide while Hf e shalt last, 
And our eternal home. 



Baccalaureate 
Address 
June 12th, 1927 

'fhe Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver, DD. 
U. C. 19 15 

University of Cincinnati 

Compliments of 

'The University Branch, Y. M. C. A. 
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... Foreword ... 
The Class of 1927 is to be the first to hear a Baccalaureate address 

in the tadium. L d by the band the class, in cap and gown, :files down the path on t 1e un ay morning ·n June to take its place in the 
Stadium before a platform raised on the open field. Hot it is and the baccalaureat i a formailty. 

But the -t 1 heat is imperceptible , the formality is forgotten, all attention i fa tened up n a forceful young man, who is speaking from 
the platform o ffectually, o revealingly so clearly that the audience 
seems r n ered dumb. He i tellin of the double purpo e of education-of factual acqui itions and cultural attainment . He is demonstrating the double end of the good life in unselfish service and unfearing adventure. He is relating education to the good life. 

Now, it is over. All too soon, it seems. The Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver U. C. 1915, will live indellibly in the mind of his hearers. The 
pensive expression on the faces of the member of the class as they 
file out is witness and pledge of the will to carry out the charge of an eminent alumnus and man. 

Let us hope that thi booklet will serve to revive frequently for 
each of u in the Class of 1927 that scene-the dynamic Rabbi Silver, and th inspiration of his words as encouragement for us in our 
efforts to have a life that is"'full, and meaningful, to have a life that is not traitor to our higher potentialities. 

FRED D. BERGER U. C. '27, 

President of the 

Sudent Body, 1926-27. 

ED ITO RIAL, COMMITTEE 
Fred D. Berger 
Richard S. Brown 
Eugene B. Duffy 

Earl A. Straud 

Richard D. Jervis 
Robert Maddux 
Sidney Meyers 



Education and the Good Life 
Bacc ureate Addre s d livered at the Uni r ity of Cincinnati, Sunday, June 

r. Abba Hillel Sil er, Cleveland. 

It is clear that educati n has a two-fold function to perform in the 
life of man, and thu-e.fore in the life of society: the one i utility and 
the other is culture. Education mu t nable a man to become more 
efficient, to achieve with increasi g facility the legitimate goals of his 
life; and it must also humanize him. 

A truly in elligent e uca ion will :first of all cultivate in us, a part 
of our neces ary mental cquipm 0 nt, the power of oncentration. One 
of the supreme achievements of the human mind is intensive thinking 
-that act of will which f9cuses our entire mental apparatus upon one 
given problem and holdt it th re until that problem i solved. The 
process of discipl'nints the mind for sustained and per istent specula
tion is infinitely m re important tl an the accumulation of what we 
call knowledge or the mechanics of retaining that knowledge which 
we call memory. 

Education must also train us for qui k, resolute and effective 
thinking. To think is the hardest thing in the world-to think hard, 
to think incisively and to think for ourselv . We are prone to hoose 
the wandering way of mental vagaries, which is effortless, rather than 
the hard, unbending road f r gulated thought which brings weari
ness and brain-fag. Aga·n, our mental life is being constantly in
vaded by legions of half-truths, crsions of truth, prejudices and 
propaganda. Even our authentic c annel of information, the press, 
the class-room, the platform and the pulpit, in many instance , do 
not div us obj cti e and u bias d truth. To save man from the 
morass of the propaganda-style of mind is one of the chief aims of 
education. Education must enable us to sift and weigh evidence, to 
judge critically, to discern the true from the false, the real from the 
unreal, the fact from the fiction. The modern man is distinguished 
from the ancient, the me i val man in that he possesses, not a better 
mind but a better et of scientific tools for ascertaining truths and for 
gaug" nd reality. It is in the constant employment of the scientific 
method in all of our th.nking that we are truly modern. 

And lastly, education must stimulate our creative imagination. 
It is from th creative ima ination that the element of originality-the 
new note an quality in life-spring . Whether in science, art, liter
ature or reli ion, no new aths are blaz d without imagination. The 
new revelations come from those who 11 can frame out of three sounds, 
not a fourth sound, but a star" ..... 
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The first function of education, therefore, is to teach man to think 
intensively, to think critically, and to think imaginatively; to endow 
his mental life as far as possible with the power of concentration, 
with canons of judgment and with the urge to adventure in the undis
covered continents of truth. But this is not the whole of education. 
Education for efficiency is only one-half of education. Education 
which stops with efficiency may prove the greatest menace to man 
and to society. The most dangerous criminal in the world may be 
the man who is plentifully endowed with the gifts of concentration, 
reason and imagination, but with no morals. Perhaps the most 
dangerous epochs in civilization are those in which the mind of the 
race has outdistanced its spirit, in which the increased power of the 
race, made available through new discoveries and inventions, is not 
harnessed and guided by an equally increased ethcial purpose and by 
higher consecrations. 

Intelligence is not enough. Intelligence plus character-that is 
the goal of true education. To integrate human life around central, 
focusing ideals, and to supply the motive power as well as the 
technique for attaining these ideals-that is the highest effort of educa
tion. The complete education gives us not only power of concentra
tion, but worthy objectives upon which to con.centrate, not only a 
critical faculty for precise judgment, but also profound sympathies 
with which to temper the asperity of our judgments i not only a quick
ened imagination, but also an enkindling enthusiasm for the objects 
of our imagination. It is not enough to know truth. We must love 
truth and sacrifice for it. It is not enough to be quick of perception. 
We must be quick to respond to the appeal of human loyalties. Our 
lives need much mo,re than a precise, eager and powerful intellect. 
They need not only knowledge which is power, but wisdom which is 
control. They need not only truth which is light, but goodness which 
is warmth. They need love and loyalties and the lift of aspirations. 
They need charm and dignity and a splendid restraint. They need 
quietness and peace and kindly human contacts. The broad educa
tion will, therefore, transmit to us not only the accumulated knowledge 

.,J of the race, but also the accumulated experiences of social living. It 
wi11 translate truth f* us into a way of life. It will educate us for 
the good life. 

There are two qualities, I take it~ which distinguish the good life
the qualities of service and of adventure. 

Goodness finds its objectives not in ourselves but in others. It is 
only as we widen the circle of our lives to include the lives of others 
that we develop into spiritual maturity and taste of the good life. The 
full and free unfoldment of personality, which is life's chief goal, is 
impossible without, as it were, a transmigration of souls, without pro
jecting our lives into the lives of others, without linklrg up our destiny 
with the destiny of the advancing life of the whole of mankind. 



t 

No man can experience the majesty of the good life who i olates 
his destiny. It is in the very arena of life, in the very thick of the 
affray, battling for the sanctities of human life, that one is privileged 
to taste the intoxication of the good life. 

You, my friends, are entering a world "which is Rome and London 
and not a fool's paradise ' ... Conditions of palpable and vast wrong 
persist throughout the world, which thwart the rich promise of human 
life, consign millions to degredation and defeat and fill the habitation 
of men with sorrow. Untold millions are still starved by poverty and 
mentally and physically drained by exploitation. Millions of God's 
children, in all parts of the world, are being broken upon the wheels 
of industry. The burdens of our economic order lie heavily upon the 
shoulders of our womanhood. Nowhere in the world today do those 
conditions of full justice and opportunity prevail which make po ible 
the free, untrammeled evolution of personality, the harmonious de
velopment of all of God's children according to the measure of their 
capacities. It is in this world, still so sadly marred by poverty, and 
ignorance1 and hate, wherein men live and suffer and struggl for a 
bit of happiness, it is in this communion of saints and sinners which 
we call Humanity, that you must look for the opportunities of the good 
life, and you will find them . 

.,;' 

The other quality which distinguishes the good life is the quality 
of adventure. Goodness seeks its major victories not in the present, 
but in the future. "My Kingdom is not f this world". . . . The 
Kingdom is fashioned out of a grace and loveliness still unborn. 
The good life is characterized by a prophetic rhythm. It hungers 
after the new heavens and the new earth. The whole story of human 
progress is simply a catalogue of the new truth, the new insight, the 
new qualities which the adventurous spirits of the new race from time 
to time added to the social assets. The entire capital stock of civiliza
tion is made up of those single revelational acts of individuals which 
had never been done before. 

~ 
Yesterday our natio);l paid unbounqed tribute to an intrepid spirit 

who dared to do somet ing which had never been done before. A 
blazing comet swooping across the face of the skies could not have 
given us a greater thrill than that lone aviator. who three weeks ago. 
spanned two continents ·n one magnificent flight of 3600 miles over 
land and sea. The worl was stirred to its very depths and it poured 
out its ecstacy in one t bulant stream of adulation which has con
tinued to this day. What ~as it that so enraptured the world? Colonel 
Lindbergh did something hich had not been done since the beginning 
of time! ... He blazed a ew trail, thereby impelling mankind another 
parasang along its imme orial anabasis. Others will excel the record 
of his achieveme1 . In f ct it has already been excelled. But none 
can excel the qutlity of his achievement-the high courage, the superb 
daring, the w~ied spirit of adventure. 
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Think of the marvelous transformations which would be achieved if tWc..,ame"'spirit of courage and adventure could be let loose in our political life, in our economic life, in our social lfe or in our religious life. How often is progress in these realms thwarted by the counsel of the so-called practical and cautious, by the ancient voices prophecying doom to all attempts at change and experimentation. 
Those who would destroy war utterly, and would disarm the nations of the world are confronted with the records of the past, and with all show of wisdom and authority, are informed that it could not be done - -=because it never was done before. 

Those who would reorganize our economic life after a higher pattern of social justice are admonished not to attempt such revolutionary innovations-because, they had never been attempted before-or, if attempted, had failed. 

Those who would scrap all the fetishes which go by the name of religion and would cleanse the temple of the human spirit of all the crumbli g altars and the broken vessels which have long served their day, are greeted with fierce anger and denunciation. 
In fact in all other realms of human life we deprecate that very spirit of quest and adventure which we acclaim in the material realm. We crucify our prophets ! We persecute them that seek the Kingdom! ... 

But, friends, if you wish to share in the g,ood life which is the portion of all the favo,red children of God, you must do just that. Throughout your days you must seek the new heavens and the new earth. You must reach up for the seemingly unattainable-for "the light that never was, on sea or land; the consecration and the poet's dream." 

Your elders will counsel caution. They will quote proverbs and /-:2.. ancient laws. They will indicate the broad highway of the traditional and thl commonplace. They will beguile you with the prizes which await those who are docile and comply with the usages and customs and the ideas of the world. Following their advice, you will find yourselves at the end of your life's journey, probably comfortable, possibly prosperous, but stunted and bored and pathetic, with a sense, somehow, of having been betrayed, of having been denied life's richest prizes, of having missed the real splendor and zest and romance of life. 
In urging upon you the quest of the new, I would at the same time warn you against confounding the new with the novel. A man putting on a new garment does not by that token become a new man, and an age putting on new manners does not become a new age. Authentic newness in a man or in an age is inward spiritual renweal, new emphases, new sets of values, higher aspirations and higher interests. 

/ 
Every age has its novelty seekers and its spasmodic hankering after the bizarre and the flamboyant. Every epoch has its false glitter and its cheap and easy cleverness. The young men and women of almost 
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every age, except the excessively repressed ones, have sought after the sharp relish of the novel and the unconventional, wheth r in clothes or manners or amus ment . Our own age i e pecially addicted to this idolatry of the novel. Our young peopl would r ak with the conventions and re traint of th pa t and plun int what they call the ew Life. But thi new lif i . aft r all, no new lif at all, but an acceleration of the old rhythm-a wifter cansi n f hackneyed melody. The irreverenc and the irre pon ibiliti our day are no whit different from the stale bravad of generation since the beginning of time-the same capers and th totems. There is nothing new in novelty! ... 

The New Life is not a ne v excitement, but a n w exultation-not a stimulant, but a satisfaction. We renew our elv , not by indulging our appetites, but by improving our ta te . A we acquir k ner perceptions, finer discriminations, oundcr jud ments, newer purposes. deeper loyalties, do ve gain in newnes and freshne and freedom. 

Life should be an end le proces of self-renewal, f piritual growth and augmentation. Our bu ine s or prof e ion sh uld not be so mechanical as to restrict our devolpm nt and confin u to r p -tition and monotony. W should, of course attempt to advance to the very limits of our vo ation, e plore its every byway, mar hal into play every talent we po ses , but we must continue our s Iffulfillment beyond it and outside of it. o occupation, ho vev r large its scope, is large enough to enclave ur whole per onality. Like a jewel radiating through numerous facet our pirit hould adventure along manifold ways. 

Above all, we should seek to outst ip ourselves, to outdi tanc our highest achievements, to grope into the unknown for the n w quality and the new purpose which shall antiquate the supreme qualit and purpose of the moment. Thus we hall remain young amidst the aging toll of the relentless years. 

And the older we grow, the less we shall lament the pa ing of the years. For our eager pil.~rimal!e to the dwelling pla e of light will continue along the climbing hi 0 hway of a pirations, undeterred by the weighted years, and upon our lips shall resound the sweet Song of Ascent, until we cnt r at last the re plendent fields of Eternal Renewal upon the Pilgrimage Everlasting. 
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