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LAND 

THE FO DATIO OF THE RE TAI SA CE 

By DR. ABBA HILLEL SILVER 

Earth, the aucient life-gitt•er, increases 
Joy, within the meadows, like a tree. 

-Euripides. 

The following is the substance of au address delivered b.v 
Rabbi Abba Hillel ilver at Mecca Temple, New York, 
on rmday evening, February 27th, on the occasion of the 
celebration of the ilver Jubilee of the Jewish National 
Fuud. 

NO in titution which Zionism established in or for 
Pale tine i so close to the hearts of the mas es of 
our people as is the Jewish rational Fund whose 

Silver Jubilee we arc now celebratin~. It is our most demo
cratic institution-democratic in it concept and philosophy, 
democratic in its method and technique. The larger gifts 
which have from time to time been made to this fund by 
the well-to-do, and the smaller gifts which the poor of our 
people have given to this Fund out of their love and their 
wont, alike te tify to the high univer al appeal which the 
J ewi, h I 1 ational Fund has made to the hearts of our people. 

All the stirring motives which are today the driving forces 
behind the great movement of I rael's re toration to Pales
tine are reflected in this Fund wic!ff came into existence 
almost at the very inception of the ionist movement itself. 
It is the mirror of our national , pirations. 

Imbedded in the very core of the Fund is the idea of the 
redemption of the oil of Palestine. The pyramid of our 
national hopes must be established upon the broad base of 
a redeemed soil. The J e,vi h Homeland must literally be 
a home built upon Jewish land. We mu t not be tenants 
in our own home. The land, whose every foot was hallowed 
by centurie of Jewish life and labor, must again come into 
the actual posses ion of the J ewi h people. Our national 
honor demands it. Our forefathers, when they v andered 
in the wilderne s on the way to the Promised Land, were 
commanded: "And ye hall possess the land a an inheritance." 
This same mandate is binding uponl u who now again turn 
to the land of eternal promise. 

The econd motive of the J ewis ational Fund is the 
return of the Jew to th~ oil. It should not be forgotten 
in the e days, when our movement has entered upon its inter
national phase and is moving in the larger political spheres, 
that Zioni m was, from its very beginnings, inextricably 
bound up with the idea of the return to the soil. It aimed 
not only at the restoration of the Jews to Palestine, but at 
the transformation of their economic status from a pre
ponderately middle-class people to that of a preponderately 
agricultural people. Colonization upon the land was the 
first activity which Zionism undertook not only because this 
is a primary requirement for the upbuilding of any coun
try, but al o because it was a means of converting the eco
nomic status of the Jew, of turning him from the tense, hec
tic, urban life in which he had for centuries lived, back to 
the quieter and more stable life upon the soil. 

It was upon the soil that I rael fi~st produced its great 
civilization. We were then a land-people. Our strength 
and sustenance came from the soil. , It breathed its strength 
into us. Our patriarchs and early heroes were shepherds 
and tillers of the soil. Our festivals were nature festivals. 
Our legi lation was largely for a land-folk. The mist that 
went up from the earth watered our culture, our literature, 
took it texture, its tone and it color from the un and sky, 
from the rain and the wind, from the forest and earth. 

l\Iodern Zionism set out to re-establi h thi natural alli
ance between the people and it soil. It ought to uh titute 
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for the jangled rhythm of crowded c1t1e and the jangling 
marts of trade, the quieter and teadier rhythm of ::\1othe 
Earth. It wa an expres ion of the unappeased land-hunger 
of a race which had been torn from its oil, and which, for 
centurie . had been denied the healing contact ,vith the soil. 

There exi ted the firm conviction that if the Jew i to 
create in Palestine a new civilization quite unlike the civili
zation which he created in the Dia pora, and more akin to 
the civilization which he once evolved in Pale tine, he must 
first re-e. tablish him elf upon the oil. The root of the 
new culture mu t be planted deep down in the patient, nour
ishing, health-giving oil which is the trea ure-trove of the 
Almighty, from which all blessing flow. "Ble sed wilt thou 
be in the city, and blc ed wilt thou be on the field.'' We hall 
be blessed in our urban lif • in Pale'tine, in our commerce and 
industry, in our cience and art, only if we are first blessed 
upon the field of Palestine. 

U pon the fields of Pale tine we are truly pioneers. In 
Tel viv, in Haifa, and in Jerusalem ,ve are pioneer onl} 
in the sense of carrying on an old activity in a ne, locale. 
But in the colonies, in the vineyard and in the oran~e groves, 
behind the plough we are truly pioneers, turning the , .. ilder
ness into a fruitful plane, building old lives into new live , 
and an old civilization into a new civilization. 

And in the third motive back of the J cwish 1 'lt°onal 
1◄ und is the ideal of social ju~tice and economic righteousnc s. 
r''he land which the Fund redeems remains forever in the 
, osse sion of the Jewish people. "And the land shall not 
be !'old in perpetuity for unto me belongeth the land." Thi,; 
is a distinctive pronouncement of J ewi h prophesy. It eman
ates from the very substance of the geniu of our race. 
T n appropriating it, the J ewi h ational Fund ha embarked 
upon a far-visioned effort to avoid tho e economic inequali
tie and bitter trifes which always plague those nation 
whose lands have fallen into the hands of a few-of a futile 
oligarchy-and whose agrarian masse arc tenant farmers 
or di pos e sed. The Fund safeguards the Jewish Home
land from b ing exploited by the few, for the few. The 
land mu t belong to the people inalienably and in perpetuity. 
Only those who labor upon it hall enjoy its yield, and those 
who do no ► inve t their sweat and heart blood in it shall 
not enjoy it. 

I find in this provision of the J ewi h r T ational Fund its 
most in pirin•r purpo e, even as I find it in the ideal of a 
J ewi, h Pale tine, as an experimental tation for prophetic 
Judaism, the mo t alluring feature of Zionism. 

Pale tine will undoubtedly have it usefulness for the 
Jew as a haven of refuge. Thousands will go there who 
have nowheres else to go. Thousand mu t go there now, 
having nowheres else to go. 

Pale tine will undoubtedly effect a remarkable renai ance 
of the Hebrew language and literature, thereby contributing 
mightily to the enrichment of Jewish culture everywhere. 
But perhaps the most fascinating prospect opens up when we 
think of Palestine as affording the Jew who has carried the 
burden of prophesy through the ages, an opportunity to ex
pres his social idealism in concrete, human in titution , in 
la,..,· and in national mores, in giving his visions of justice and 
equality a locale for materialization. 

Israel wants Pale tine not merely for the normal life of 
a normal people, but for the prophetic career of a prophetic 
people. We were never, even in the ancient days, quite like 
every other people. "And among the nation ye hall not be 
reckoned.'' Alway there was in us a leaven, a spiritual 
restlessness, an irre i tible upreaching of body and oul 
for malkuth shomayim. It is with u yet! 

The Jewish Pale tine of tomorrow will be judged by the 
world and by ourselve , not by its quantitative growth and 
prosperity, but by the qualitative definition of thi growth 
and pro perity, by the prophetic quality of all of our achieve
ments. It is better, by far, for us to accomplish le in Pales
tine, but, that upremely fine and exemplary, than much 
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which is commonplace and ordinary. It is better, by far, 
to achieve slowly in Palestine, but, that magnificently in 
values and in ideal , than quickly, drably and cheaply. Our 
prayer is: "May a new light dawn upon Zion,'' not merely 
a light, but a new light. Our longing is for a new heaven 
and a new earth. Our intellectual leader of the last genera
tion, Achad Ha' Am, was right when he declared that we 
have not agoniz d the e twenty enturies only to be re
warded with a puny little tatelet in a corner of the world. 
"The reward must be according to the suffering, c1nd the 
reward must be no le s than a new heaven and a new earth." 

It is therefore altogether appropriate that we celebrate 
the Silver Anniversary of this great fund which reflect o 
admirably all the e ·ential ideals of our movement. 

These are stirring time in which we live. There are 
epochs in human hi tory when progre seems to be halted 
and social life i hardened into an unyielding mould. The 
pirit of man cem to be either exhausted or enslaved. 

Civilization i at a stand-still. Ours, fortunately, is not 
uch an epoch. There i a ferment everywhere, a tirring 

and a se thing unrest. In one part of the world, men are 
experimenting with an economic Utopia. In another part 
of the world, men are striving to discover the road to inter
national reconciliation and peace. Everywhere, peoples long 
dormant or uppres ed, arc struggling for self-determination, 
for higher national culture , for freedom. Dawn is coming 
up like thunder. The ri ing tide of new ideas and aspiration 
is sweeping over the world. Ours i a beset and distraught 
age, but one of infinite promise and pos ibilities-an age born 
under the au piciou con tellation of change and progress. 

And in thi age, Israel has found its historic opportunitr 
What nineteen centuries failed to give us, this la t decade 
ha given u . The long night of war and horror and uni
versal catechism, through ,•,rhich we have pas ed, eerns to 
have been the very birth-throes of the Me ianic times. The 
voice we had long waited for has now been heard: 'Prepare 
the way. lake traight the highway for the homeless 
wanderer returning home!" Unsurmountable wall have 
been crumbled, thrice-barred gates have opened wide for 
us. The mystic drums of destiny are calling u : " ome, 
let us go up to Zion! With our sacred memorie and our 
deathless hopes, come, let us go up! With our young and 
our old, and with God' great pillar of fire to guide us on 
our way, come, let u go!" 

This precious moment must not be lo t. For nations, as 
for individuals, there is but one day in 365 which is a yom 

haras olam, a day in which new world are begottin and 
fates decreed. If we lo e this precious hour, if we dissipate 
and fritter away its marvelous opportunitie , if we sit pipin 
among the sheepsfold, when we should be battling in the 
Valley of Kishon, our national hope will again be tragically 
deferred, and we hall perhaps have to wait again through 
long, wearying generation , for another such fortunate con
stellation of world events under which we now live. 

OBJECT OF THE JUBILEE YEAR 

Dr. Weizmann in hi great peech in America made the 
land que tion the central point of hi addre , while at the other 
pole, J abotin ky and hi friend regard the tran fer of the 
land into J e\ i h po~ e. !-ion a the Alpha and Omega of their 
program. However incomprehen ible the nati nal demand 
of our movement may be to the non-Zioni t or non-Jew, they 
will both appreciate that the return of the Jew to the oil in 
hi own land will rob the Jewi h que tion of it acutene . 
All the mall nations liberated a a re ult of the war have made 
land reform the central point of their national colonization pro
gram, and every Jew mu t appreciate the de irability of giving 
the Jew this opportunity not elsewhere vouch afed him. Public 
opinion i in our favor, and it i our ta k to turn it to good 
account That mu t be our object in the Jubilee Year.-From 
"Our Fund." 

ZION 

THE \VORD '1 H T WELDS LL JEWR 

By ~ HU~1 SOKOLOW 
In the following artirle Mr. Sokolo<U-•, President of the World 

Zionist Executive, g1-u1•s for the first time his imprnsions of 
his. visit_to South Africa, and tl,rn to Palestine last year, fol
/o,u;mg Ins tour of t'ie United States. 

I HA VE recently returned from a voyage which took m 
practically around the_ world in the inter_e t of the ~eren 
Hayesod. After havmg been to menca several time , 

I followed in Va co d' Gama' wake. I have not discovered 
South Africa, to be ure, but I have di covered trea ure in 
the hearts of the J <. ws an<l non-Jews there. The 60 000 
Jew gave me very nearly 150,000 pound sterling for the 
Keren Haye od-bet"·een two and three pound per capita. 
The non-Jews-the ~ ocr • ationali t Government, as well 
a the Liberal opposition-declared to me in enthu iastic 
terms their favorabh. attitude to, ard the great aims of 
the Keren Haye od. The eren Hayesod enjoyed triumph 
at the Cape, in the Orange Republic, in ' atal, Tran vaal 
and Rhode ia. It h ... ., been aid that gold dominate every
thing in South Afr' that its influence can be ea ily re
vealed even where it not obviou , for gold is the universal 
bond, the foundatior '>f everything, the visible or potential 
all-important factor in reality, such is not the ca e. The 
Jews have nothing l'-ltrlo with gold. They engage in com
merce, in the crafts, \ urning. There are four "king,''
tl~e potato king, the L ' n king, the corn king, the tobacco 
king-all Jews. A cert number are ardent agriculturist . 
They arc n t rich, but t are in comfortable circum tance 
-people of h middle cia ·s. They h, long to that category 
of truly happy peoplt. who e piety and love of mankind are 
their inalienable trr ·ure-a trea, which grow while 
it is being di urse They give .,Jerally. They are as 
open-hand d a they ,,_, ::lear- ·ightP • The e men poke to 
me of the <la s of th uth, comp. Jg the ycsterdar with 
the living pre ent. Life wa inter< ·ting , •hen they were 
young, ther aid, am is interesting lay, but in a different 
en e. Formerly the ' 1 happines wa" elf-centered, now they 

take joy in giving. 
These enterprisinr f n whom I met there in pt .:d me 

with extraordinary ration. Th ,rave t of the ... '!wish 
emigrants were the c ' to go t!!c,r .ascinated by tJ _ my -
terious opportunitie~ :1nd urgeoll' y a conscious'"" s of 
stores of energy ea• er to exprcsu .:lf in action. ~'here 
\\'Cre among them ' ceful men, dr min a ting per onalities 
who hardly knew ho to retreat, wno were capable con
centrating all their energy on a cau e worthy of their effort . 
Some of them took ,rt in dangerou explorations, I be
came the pioneers, the first to set foot in the remot, .,t and 
trangest r egions. The mode of life in South Afr the 

spirit of initiative and enterprise animating the while l i1u.la
tion have had the effect of intensifying the iron \ ill t· 1ork. 
The e J cw trive to re emble the intrepid explorL , and 
settlers whom they found there, perhap in a di'lerent 
manner, in laboring or the ancient home of their raL 

Even before my aprival at Capetown, while still in the 
open sea, I \\ a weh ,med by an avalanche of radiograms
greeting from pror , ,ent men, from communities, from 
societies-from all f th Africa. ever before had Iar
coni transmitted so much Hebrew! One pioneer, living at 
the edge of the de ert of Calahari, sent a classical ora.tion 
ending with "Barukh Habah, Orakh /'Sabat", "Welcome, 
our Sabbath Guest" ( one of my former noms de plume). 

On arrival, Shalom Ll.leikhem-the whole community, in
cluding the authoritie , came on board to welcome me. It 
wa the beginning of an unending serie of meetings-each 
more plendid than the former. At the City Hall, the mem
ber of the Govern:nent and of the Opposition, and the 




