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PALESTINE MAKES SLOW BUT 
TEADY PROGRESS, RABBI 
ABBA ILVER, BACK, SAYS 

omment on Pre ent ondition in 
Pale.-tine and Ru ia 

Rabbi Abba Hillel ilvcr of the 
Temple, Cleveland, returned y ter­
day from a trip abroad during which 
he visited Palestine and Russia. 

When int rviewed by the r pre­
senta tive of the Jewish Daily Bulle­
tin, Rabbi ilver ummarized his im­
pression of the two countries. 

''I re-vi ited Palestine aft r eight 
years. The changes which I noted 
were simply amazing," Rabbi ilver 
said. "From a small, backward Or­
iental province, Palestine had been 
transformed into a progressive coun­
try wherein modern standards of life 
an<l thought are fast gaining ascend­
ancy. It i all a remarkable tribute to 
J ewish nterprise and enthusiasm. 

" ew towns and settlements have 
been built. Great land area have 
been red em d and placed under cul­
tivation. Th whole of the Emek 
is one beautiful plain dotted with 
J wish colonies, where pioneers, 
amid. ·t struggle and hardship, are re­
building their own lives, and fashion­
ing the home of Israel. 

" ome of the cities of Pale tine 
have suffered and are suffering from 
a temporary economic depression, 
brought about by the collapse of the 
'boom' of two years ago. Palestine 
cnnnot be built along American 
·boom' line . The future of Palestine 
lies in he slow and steady develop­
ment of it agricultural life. Urban 
deYelopm nt will follow as a matter 
of courc: ." he said. 

"The Zioni t organization ought to 
devote itself almost entirely to this 
task. It should not with its limited 
m ans attempt to do those things 
~ hich by right ought to be done 
by the mandatory power. The Zion­
i t are pending too much money on 
health work and education, and have 
therefore very little for colonization 
and credit. Health and education are 
government obligation , and should 
he met out of the moneys paid by 
Jewish taxpayers. 

"I vi ited Rus ia. Jewish life there 
i sadly disorganized but not des­
troy d. The Jewish religion is not 
pro cribed and religiou practice are 
not prohibited. But religious educa­
tion of the youth in schools is pro­
hibited. The faithful are making 
de perate efforts to save the next 
generation for Judaism. 

"R~ sia is slowly and painfully re-
co,·ermg from the economic debacle 
which was brought about by the mil­
·tary communism of the earlier years 

Y the Civil War and the blockade: 
The ew Economic Policy which 
marked the practical defeat of com­
n:u,ni m prep~red the way for Rus-

1a economic recovery. But the 
Government ha not yet adjusted it­
self to the full amplifications of this 
Policy. It has been constrained to 
permit private trade, but it is en­
deavoring in very way to throttle it. 

''A truggln is brewing within the 
ranks of the Communist Party. There 
are tho e who fear the growing power 
of the mall bourgeois, and the rich­
er J?easants. They therefore urge 
contmued revolution at home, and in­
tensified revolutionary propaganda 
abroad, to end Russia's isolation. The} 
more 'con ervative' members of the 
Party are more concerned at the 
moment with Ru sia's rehabilitation 
than with world revolution. They 
would be glad to come to terms with 
capitali.,tic Europe and America. 

"Russia is becoming militaristic. 
At th~ moment it is swept by a war 
!eYer mduced by the fear of another 
mternational combine to overthr~ 
the pr . e~t go~ernment. The youth 
of Russia 1s trarned to think in term 
of the !1ext defensive war," Rabbi ii~ 
ver said. 




