
 
Abba Hillel Silver Collection Digitization Project 
Featuring collections from the Western Reserve Historical Society and 

The Jacob Rader Marcus Center of the American Jewish Archives 

 
 
  

Western Reserve Historical Society                 American Jewish Archives 
10825 East Boulevard, Cleveland, Ohio 44106 3101 Clifton Avenue, Cincinnati, Ohio 45220 
(216) 721-5722                                                 (513) 487-3000 
wrhs.org                                                         AmericanJewishArchives.org 

 
MS-4787: Abba Hillel Silver Papers, 1902-1989. 

Series V: Writings, 1909-1963, undated. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Reel     Box         Folder  
         173           63           173 
 
 

The creed of a liberal, 1928. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



• 

THE CREED OF THE LIBE~ 

There is a creed whioh the untired and undaunted liberals 

of aJ.l time have lived by. It is this: 

We believe in Man, in his slow, ascendent progress, 

in the autonomy of his spirit and in the primacy of his claims 

over the claims of all forms of human organization. 

We believe in freedom - the fullest measure of freedom 

compatible with the fullest measure of responsibility. 

We believe in authority - but only in authority sanctioned 

by reason and consent. 

We believe that the only tools of sooial progress are 

education, experimentation and cooperation. 

We believe that to be well-governed is not as important 

as to be self-governed; that values bestowed are not as 

desirable as values achieved. Hence, we rejeot all manner of 

milleniums proffered to us at the spear-point of dictatorship. 

We believe that all truth is made manifest through the 

contact and clash of diverse opinions and that the very motive 
' power of progress is the free exchange of ideas and the 

exercised privilege of non-conformity. 

We believe in tolerance but not in indifference, in 

enthusiasm but not in fanaticism, in convictions but not in 

obsessions, in independence but not in isolation, in conflict 

but not in hate. 

Abba Hillel Silver. 



There is a creed which the untired and undaunted 

liberals of all time have lived by aad tis this: 
' 

We believe in an, in his slow, a scendent progress, 

in the autonomy of his spirit and in the primacy of his 
1l ·, . • 1 . 

claims over all forms of human organizations and activities. " . • 

• - 'NJ.. ' 
e believe

1
a the fullest freedom compatibl~ with the 

, 1.1 (, - h 1,1,A ~ I. . 
fullest ~ eponsibility• 1n authority sanct on~d by reason and 

• rr I t A L • 
consent. social progress .......... ......,.r;;.w_. v~n education, 

experimentation and cooperation. 

We believe that to be well- overned is not a s import nt 

as to be self-governed; that values bestowed are not as 

desirable as values achieved. Hence, e reject all manner 
fc 

of milleniums profferedAat the spe ar- oint of dictatorship. 

e believe tha t all truth is made manifest through the 

contact and clash of 

power of progress is 

opinion and that the very motive 

.a~~~~e@1&--8-I aon oonfo-nti y .ftd. the 

free exchange of ide as ~ ¥~ 

;e believe in tolerance but not in indifference, in 

enthusia sm but not in fanaticism, in convictions but not in 
.. 

obsessions, in independence but not in isolation ~ 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 



The Creed of a Liberal 
RABBI ABBA HILLEL SILVER 

THERE i. a r d which th untir a and nudaunt d liberal of all time have Ii ed 
lly. It i thi : 

w· b Ii v in lfan--in hi I w, a n l nt p1·o~i- •;, , in the autonomy of hi . pirit, 
and in the prima y of hi laim ov r th lah 1 of nll form►' of human organization. 

full m<'n ur of freedom ompatibl with b 

"r b liev in auth rit - bnt only in autbodt san tion d lw r a. n a1 d on ent. 

ha th " ul ' tool • of • [al 1n·o•n· a1· edneaUon .. -p rim ntati n, 
and 

hupol'ta n n t lf-gov rnr d ; 
that valu ow d not :i. · d1 bl i .•, P • a ·hi d. H r j • ·t all 
mnu 1 r o nnhm off r,oo t at the , rpoint of clicta p. 

at all truth i cl nifes thr • • 
at th , pow r of 
eel privi f onformity. 

nta and l h or 
the fr e e - hang 

W b Ji y in t I ranc but not in indiff r n •e, in enthu ia m bu not in f natl-
ci m, in con i tion but n t in b i n , in ind pend n but not in isolation, in 
contli t but n t in h~ tc. 



THE FAITH OF AN UNTIRED LIBERAL 

There i a re d , ·hi h the untired and undaunted Liberal f al] 
time have liv d hy . It i. im1 I thi : 

\Ve heli y ... ·n _ , \ .~. 111 1 i .. l w, a .. ndant procrr ►, in the au
t nom_ • f hi . 1,iri . and in the prima y of hi . laim. o 1 r the claim: 
< f all f rm i· of h 1man rganizati n. 

\Ve believe in FREED01L the fulle . t mea ure of fr dom. com
patible with the fuJe ._ t mea ure of re ·pm ibilit). 

\\ e heli Ye in , THORITY. hut onl m uthorit . anctioned h , 
R ;\ . o 1 and Con ent. 

\\ e 1 elieYe that the onl • too'I f So ial P rogr ... are Education, 
I~.' perimentation and operation. 

\Ve belie ·e that to he well-governed i not a imp rtant a t he 
. If-go ~erne l; that value l e tO\ red are not a de iral le a value. 
achie ed. Hen e we reject all manner of millenium proffered to u at 
the pear-point f dictator hip. 

\Ve believe that all Truth i. made manife t through the contact 
and cla. h of <li r . e opinion . and that the , ery moti e po" er of Proo-
re . i. the free xchange f id a . . and th e_'" er i. d priYileo-e of non
"on(ormitv. 

\Ve believe in TOLER CE. hut not in Indiffer nee, in enthu-
. ·a . m hut n t in fanati i. m. in co1wiction but n t in ob e. ion . m 
indcJ en 1 n<' Lt. t n t in i. lation. in c nflict but not in hate. 

-Abha Hille] SilYer. 



A LIBERAL'$ CREED 
There ts a creed which the untired 

ant.I undaunted lib rals of all time 
have lived by. It is this: 

\\'e believe in Man, in his slow, as
ccnuant progress, in the autonomy of 
his spirit and in the primacy of his 
claims over the claims of all forms 
or human organization. 

We believe in freedom-the fullest 
measure or freedom compatible with 
the full est measure of responsibility. 

We believe in authority-but only 
in authority sanctioned by reason and 
consent. 

We believe that the only tools of 
social progress are education, experi
mentation and co-operation. 

We b lieve that to be well-gov• 
erned is not as important as to be 
self-governed; that valu s bestowed 
are not ao desirable as values 
a ·hiev d. Henc , we rej ct all man• 
ll "r of mill nniums offer d to us at 
tiH' sp ar-poiut of dictatorship. 

We believe that all truth is mad 
manif st through the contact and 
clash of diverse opinions and that the 
very motive power of progress is the 
fr e exchange of ideas and the exer• 
clsed privil ge of non-conformity. 

We b lieve in tolerance but not in 
indifference, in enthusiasm but not in 
fanaticism, in convictions but not in 
obsessions, in independence but not 
in isolation, in conflict but not in bate. 

-Abba Hillel SJlver. 
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