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Sneech of 
RABBI ABBA- H ILL3L SIL WR 

At The Meeting Of 
DISTRICT GRAND I.ODGE No.2, INDEPENDENT ORDER B'NAI B'RITH 

Columbus, Ohio. 
June 4, 1928. 

on the subject 
JEWISH EDUCATION. 

No subject, friends, to my mind is as vital today in Jewish 
life as that of Jewish education, and I was very grateful to the 
president for having invited me, fo.r having extended to me the 
opportunity, to speak to this representative group of men and 
women about this subject so dear and so close to me, Jewish edu­
cation~ 

There was a time in Jewish history when the discussion of 
this subject was totally unnecessary. Jewish education was assum­
ed to be almost an axiom in Jewish life; it was elemental, there 
was no Jewish community anywhere in the world which did not have 
its full quota of schools and teachers. There wasn't a Jewiro 
household wherein the education of children didn't take primacy 
over every other consideration in that home. Parents would deny 
themselves everything, would stint themselves to the bone to 
provide a Jewish education for their children. 

A few days ago I was reading through some of the laws adopt­
ed by Jewish conclaves in the Middle Ages, and one law particular­
ly caught my sttention; it was adopted by a conclave of a number 
of Jewish communities in the heart of Spain in the Tnirteenth 
Century, and the law read that when there was not enough money 
specifically earmarked for Jewish education in the treasury of any 
community, the elders of that community are warranted and command­
ed to appropriate any and all funds, earmarked for any and all 
other purposes in that community for Jewish education. That was 
a tradition in Jewish life, and it obtained until very recently, 
universally in Israel. 

That has not been the case in American Jewish life. In this 
land primacy was given to philanthropy and secondary consideration 
was given to the synagog and the temple, and only the last con­
sideration, and that the least, was given to the problem of Jewish 
education, with the result that while our communities are almost 
everywhere splendidly organized from a philanthropic point of view, 
having their quota of hospitals and orphanages and homes for the 
aged and relief agencies and recreational agencies, while most of 
our communities have their splendid synagogs and temples, there 
isn•t one community in the United States that is adequately pro­
vided with schools for Jewish children and ~1th schools for the 
training of Jewish teachers. And we are confronted by the sad and 
to my mind the meaneing situation that two-thirds of our junior 
population, two out of every three Jewish children of school age 
in the United States receive absolutely no Jewish education, 
either in Sunday school or Sabbath school or Talmud Torah or 
private school or instruction at homQ. In othor words that two­
thirds of the rising generation which is to be the Jewish people 
of the United States in another decade or two is being reared in­
to an absolute ignorance of all the values, the sanctities, the 
verities, the traditions, the loyalties, the enthusiasms of Jewish 
life, and it is to that generation thus untutored and in things 
Jewish, unlettered, that you are going to be called upon to turn 
over all these institutions and all these synagogs and temples 
which you and your friends have built and are building with so 
much cost of energy and substance; and the amazing thing to me 
is that that situation has as yet not caused any considerable 
perturbation, any considerable excitement among our people who 
seemingly are, I mean those who are, interested in Jewish nroblems, 
who are close to Jewish life. • -

You realize, of course, friends, that prosperity will never 
save us, that is almost a platitude, but you probably do not 
realize that even our synagogs will not save us. Our history 
tells us in no mistakable terms that whenever and wherever a Jew-



ish community relied solely upon the synagog and worship and 
prayer to perpetuate Jewish life, that community ultimately dis­
appeared. Only those conmunities survived the onslaughts of the 
vicissitudes of fortune and misfortune which grounded themselves, 
rooted themselves in Jewish learning, which built for themselves 
citadels in the schools and in the academies of learning. We sur­
vived, friends, to this day by the power of ideas which were 
transmitted from teacher to disciple and from father to son. 
Nowhere in Europe did our people build fortresses for itself. We 
were the most helpless minority imaginable throughout these last 
twenty centuries, and if we survived the accumulated hostilities 
of peoples, and if we have come to this day greater in number 
than we have been at any time, in other words, if we have survived, 
it has been due to the strength of ideas nurtured and kept alive, 
potent and vigorous among our people by teachers who transmitted 
them to their pupils. 

We are not doing that today in the United States. 

Now you might ask me: Why Jewish education? I suppose such 
question would not come from members who belong to an organization 
such as this, but there are thousands and tens of thousands of 
Jews in the United States who are asking this question: Why 
Jewish education? Why isn't the public school and the high school, 
the secular education which our children receive sufficient for 
them? Well, there are fol:..:· reasons why Jewish educ at ion ought 
to be the mo st j_mperati ve a:1d the mo st challenging occupation 
of American Israel today. 

In the first place we need Jewish education because the 
children themselves need it. Our children are growing up in a non­
Jewish environment, and they are growing up, as Jews, un:educated, 
unenlightened, u..~informed, but as Jews nevertheless, that they 
cannot help, and the non-Jewish environment, because the millennium 
has not yet arrived, is to some degree an indifferent or a hostile 
environment. '!he lot of a minority, and w~ are a minority in this 
land, as we are all over the world, the lot of a minority is never 
a favored one. A majority is ruthless in its demands for conform­
ity and has very little patience with those who ar~ different by 
,rn.ce or by le.nguage or by culture or by religion. That is especial­
ly true in the United St.ates where the majority acts like a steam 
roller, where the majority is tyrannical and demanding of absolute 
submission. Ttlese children are growing up as Jews in the midst of 
a melee of a majority which is not friendly. Finding themselves 
in such an environment, our children will adopt one of two attitudes, 
as they are adopting one of two attitudes: they will either be in­
timidated by that environment, cowed, beaten, made to feel ashamed 
of themselves, apologetic; they will either develop an inferiority 
complex which will manifest itself in all kinds of mental and, spiritual 
twists and contortions which inferiority complexes inevitably 
give to an individual, they will either develop those unpleasant 
mannerisms which are the result of the individual suffering from 
such a complex, seeking to compensate himself ~or that feeling 
of inferiority; in other words they will either lead.broken, coward, 
disintegrated lives, unhappy, unorganized, or, they will adopt an 
attitude of dignity, they will face their world courageously, as 
Jews; they will seek to identify themselves with the life about 
them, sharing in the world about them and yet retaining their own 
inner light and their own inner inspiration; they will go out into 
the world as Jews, American Jews. 

Now, only in so far as we educate our children to assume this 
second, dignified, noble attitude, only in so far as we give them 
the background for such an attitude as we give them the knowledge 
and the inspiration Which will enable them to conscientiously and 
intelligently assume that role in life will our young people assume 
this second attitude. Which is the better for the children? The 
quest ion answers it self. 

I have vi~ited, as I visit now, campuses of our univernities; 
I meet with Jewish students, men ·a.nd women; I find both types on 
the campus; the type of Jew who is ashamed of his Jewishness, who 

i."'·Les to wash out his identity, to deny himself, to s~pprcss him­
~t?ll who is miserable, who 1 s spiritually disorganized, who is a 
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problem to himself and to his non-Jewish neighbors, and, on the 
other hand I find, (and fortuna~ely that number is increasing 
and you are contributing to the increase of that number through 
the splendid organization of your Hillel Foundations in our 
universities,) I find you.! g Jewish men wr10 just face the world 
straightforwardly, simply, without any contortions or any tw~sts 
of mentality, what they are -- Jews -- ready to bear their bur­
dens of life, ready to contribute their $1are to the sum total 
of the culture of this land, ready to live and endure as Jews, 
and they are splendid types, one is proud to meet them. 

So that JewiS-h education, first and foremost is a boon to 
the child himself . The Jewish child requires it for his life, 
for his normal self-development and fulfillment, for his normal 
realizatior. as a human beingo You have no right to send young 
Jews out into the world where they are destined whetcer they 
will it or not, destined to be subjected to the slings and ar­
rows of discrimination and, I repeat again, the millennium is not 
here yet, you have no right to send these young people out into 
the world v1ithout givin0 them the armour with which to defend 
themselves, wi:hou~ giving them something to compensate them for 
the things which life denies them, without giving them a rich 
storehouse of Jt=!·~:ish kno vledge and Jewish inspiration and Jewish 
memories and Je1Nis~1 traditions and Je isb loyal ties which will 
more than compensate them for those things wnich life cannot 
give them. 

And then we need Jewis:-1 education because A.'11erica demands 
it of us, because we can make our finest contribution to the 
totality of America.:;.-1 life by being ourselves, by refining and 
increasing the assets of our own culture and by bringing that 
culture and laying it upon the alter of the common American 
life . .America, my friends, is not a unicultural co~ntry, 
America is not racially homogeneous, nor is it culturally 
homogeneous. I have often thought of A~erica as a sort of a 
mosaic made up not of one block of one color or of one size, 
but of many blocks of many colors of many sizes, all arranged 
into one perfect pattern, the pattern of American democracy; 
or I have of~en thought of America as a sort of a magnificent 
rainbow, made up not of one color nor of many colors but of 
many colors nlended and fused into one glorious harmony of 
colors. 

America is a new land and to this land have come many 
peoples with older and richer traditions, they have come from 
all parts of the world and have brought gifts to this land, 
spiritual gifts, mental gifts~ .America does not ask of these 
peoples coming from old centers of civilization, to strip 
themselves of those marvelo~s racial and cultural legacies 
which are their's and begin 1 ife, as i±' it 1ere po ssi le, de 
novo8 .America wants each group, each race, to retain and to 
perfect and to crystallize its own native gifts and talents 
and achievements and bring them and lay thffn upon the alter 
of American life. No people has come to these shores whose 
tradition is as old, whose cultur,3 is as rich, whose memories 
are as resplendant and stimulating and inspiriting as the 
Jewish people; and old people has come to ttis new 1orld which 
brings with it a treasure trove of three thousand years of 
intellectual activity, of spiritual enterprise and adventure 
of a marvelous literature which is today the sacred literature 
of two-thirds of the world, of a faith, of codes of conduct, 
of points of view -- why America would be by so much the poor-
er if that great cuitural group would suddenly, for no earthly 
reason at all, obliterate, wipe out, wash out all that cultural 
uniqueness and distinctiveness which is its, for the sake of 
u1 at? for the sake of a pale, meaningless conformity which is 
not America. America w~nts us to intensify those Je~ish values 
which are, ~ich can be made, to function in life today. 

And there is a third reason why Je ish education, and 
that is our own reason as Jews. Why should ~e, after having 
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traversed the centuries and the continents, after having endured 
so much for a great ideal, why should we after having travailed 
through the centuries, suffered agonized, why should we here, on 
these pleasant shores, in this land of freedom, why should we 
suddenly seek to destroy ourselves? And when you cease building 
schools you are underwriting your suicide; when you do not train 
your children you are signing your death-warrant. 

T11ere is a s'ta'temen- 1n "Ct1e ·.1.-a.1muo., ··uur nnc~st.ors,1r 
said the rabbi, "Plowed the ground and sowed the seed and 
weeded the garden and the field and reaped the harvest, and 
ground the grain and baked the bread, and we haven't even 
the teeth with which to eat of the food which they prepared," 
and that is exactly what ha, ha~pened to our children. Thirty 
centuries have prepared this marvelous spiritual food, the 
food of life for our people and our children haven't even the 
mouths with which to eat that food, the eyes with which to 
read the letters of our literature, the ears to catch the 
accents of our speech, we are losing them, fast, and Israel 
does not wish to die, I don't wish to die, as a Jew, and I 
know that my people does not wish to cease to be in the world, 
in this marvelous world today, when so much is becoming, when 
so many new ideas are being born, in this revolutionary, see­
thing, restless, marvelous age in which we live, an age in 
which Israel can play such a tremendous role, an age which is 
in such desperate need of our faith, of our ideals, of our 
visions, In this amazing and glorious age Israel does not wish 
to die, We have not yet said our last word; we have not yet 
written our last Bible; we have not yet vouchsafed our last 
revelation to mankind; we have yet many a prophecy to give to 
the world, and many a titan of the spirit to lead mankind. We 
Y1mit to liveJ And this is the way of survival -- through the 
s~hool and the teacher, 

And lastly my friend, we need J ewish education because 
mankind still needs the Jew. I wonder whether you realize 
just what the contribution of Israel to mankind has been, 
and is today. We speak of our people as an ancient people, 
and yet the ancient wqrld was very old when Israel first 
ap eared upon the scene of history. When our forefathers 
momads out of the great Arabian desert appeared on the fron­
tiers of Canaan, the civilizations of the Nile and the Tigris 
and the Euphrates were already far advanced. When Moses was 
drifting on the waters of the River Nile, carried along by 
the waves of destiny, Egypt had already develo~ed a marvelous 
civilization and a marvelous art. Just look at the things 
which were excavated from the tomo of Tut Ankhamen mo lived 
about the time of Moses -- a marvelous art. Long before the 
Tribes of Israel entered Egypt the Babylonians had already 
developed a marvelous legislative system, read the C~de of 
Hammurabi. The shores of the rivers, the great rivers of the 
ancient world were dotted with cities and temples and palaces1 
the commerce of the world found its way to the Nile, and to 
Mesopotamin, They were old civilizations when these ruda. un­
tutore--~ tribes, when our ancestors made their appearance on the 
stage of history, and when they entered Canaan they found in 
Canaan in old Palestine, a civilization far in advance of theirs. 

Now the marvelous thing is that while it is a law of 
history that the higher civilization always subdues the lower 
civilization, even if the higher civilization belongs to a 
people politically subject, in this case the civilization of 
these Semitic Tribes, our ancestors, did not succumb, although 
it was greatly influenced by the civilization of the Canaanites. 
And why? Because in the so1l of that horde of nomadic peoples 
there was something indestructible, irrepressible, irresistible, 
which from that day to this has not yielded to the hundred 
cultures which have attacked it through the ages. And what was 
that something? It was a something vbich was so potent that it 



transvalua.ted all the values -; · tth nhich it came in contact, that 
it recreated everything 1Vhich l't touched. The genius of our race 
is not to be found so much in creati i g things out of nothing , as 
it were, a feat which was as it is, impossi cle; the genius of our 
race is to be found in t }i is, that it was able to take the values 
which other peoples produced and refi _e them, purify them, ele­
vate them, rei~terpret them, and give forth to mankind w. at was 
really a new value, a new idea, a neN truth. 

All the ancient peo~les were relig ious and all the ancient 
peoples had morals and ethics, and yet with none of these peoples 
of antiquity was religion so muct a matter of the i nner life, 
religion to them was a mntter of appe a sing a deity, of e stab-
1 i sh ing some ~norking arrangement with the power t hat coul d do 
evil or good; to that group of nomadic peoples and t o t heir 
decendants religion became an end in itself, the supreme ~ri-
vi lege of human 1 if e, a thing of the inner so ul; the ri1oral i ty 
of the ancient peoples was largely a matter of preserving law 
and order and social custome s., wi t....cf Israel morality became a 
driving im,ulse for malchu shomayirp, a revolutionary force to 
reconstruct the world, to bring about the kingdom of ab solute 
perfection. Morality in Israel was dynamic, propulsive, 
cleansing: morality among all the other peoples of antiquity was 
so r.1.e t .L ing fixed and static. In otter ords .!...h e great contri­
bution of Israel to mankind and through the ages to this day, 
if you will, is the prophetic contri bution, r elig ion and mora­
lity takin'-' hold upon all the facts o:t' 1 ife and. purifying t hose 
facts and elevating them to tte higher levels and the purer 
air; and t J.1 at has been our missionright t h· o :i.gh the ages. 

?eople speak of t~e rise of CnristiaLli~y a being an 
indication of the decadence of Judaism. Peo~le sa tha 
Christiani ~y arose because Judaism a he beginning of the 
First Century was already old and decadent and deadened by 
the dead weight of the letter which killeth . That is not 
true! Christianit ~r wo .i.ld never have ari en if t he Judaism of 
the First Centu y ,,1ere not vigorous a·1d dynarr. ic and forceful. 
Just around that time, in the Fir Gt Cent1.:.ry , before the Common 
Era and in the First Century after the Common ra, the Jews 
carried on t t e most ex ensive missiona :,. carr1paign throughout 
the Mediterranean world and made h 1ndrecs and thousands of 
converts. Judaisn at the time was virile and powerf ul and 
because it was virile and po erful it ~4s able to g ive rise 
to a new religion the heart of which is Jewish. 

Jesus did not come to create a ne religion or to re­
vise th e old law, or to infuse new life into Judaism, not at 
all. The movement of Jesus was a Messianic, apocalyptic 
movement. Tne men at that day felt that they were on the 
threshhold of millennium, that a new order of things was about 
to come, and tha he was the announcer, the Messiah who was to 
usher it in, but it was not at all as comment on the decadence 
of Judaism that Christianity arose, and the heart of that faith, 
its ethics, the heart of Judaism, flesh of its flesh and oone 
of its bone. And that is true of Mohammedanism seven centuries 
later, the same vigorous spirit of Israel was active then, and 
imprinted itself upon that other great faith. Whatever in 
Mohammedanism speaks of the one true God, of the tmity of God, 
of the incorporeality of God, of the spirituality of God, what­
ever of ethics in Islam is noble and exalted, hatever heroes 
the Koran boasts of, are Jewish. 

And in~o the Middle Ages the Jew came, just as active, 
just as alert, and just as ready to transvaluate values and 
recreate the thought of mankind, and it was no accident of 
history that d ring the dark ages, when Europe was steeped, 
actually steeped in ignorance and illiteracy and superstition, 
that the Jew carried into Europe through the translations of 
the works of the Arabs, the learning of the Greeks and pre­
pared the way for the Renaissance and later on the way for the 
Reformation. 
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And into the Eighteenth Century the Jew ca.me, strong, men­
tally active, and gave rise to Puritanism in England, and these 
new colonies that came to these, our shores, in the seventeenth 
and Eighteenth Centuries, grounded themselves upon Jewish tra­
ditions, upon the morals of the Hebraic Commonwealth. And into 
the Eighteenth Century, when the neTv-found liberties of the 
thirteen colonies prompted them to, they cast the nen liberty 
bell which was to proclaim liberty to the vhole world, and when 
they sought for a phrase which wouid summarize the new-found 
enthusiasm which was theirs for the rights of man, for human 
freedom, for human brotherhood, they went to our literature, 
and there found the phrase, exact, precise phrase, which would 
express all the emotions and all the longings and as~irations 
of this new country, "And Thou Shal-1. Proclaim Freedom Through­
out the Land and unto All the Inhabitants Thereof. 11 

And into the Nineteenth Century Israel came, active, alert, 
potent, creative,., W.LY;;-.- do you think it is an accident of his­
tory teat in wo hundred years a little ~eonle, a handful, less 
than 1~ of the European peoples could give t.o mankind a Spinoza, 
a Bergson, A Riccardo, A Mendelsohn, a Lazarus, a Freud, an 
Einstein? Do you think a decadent people can do that? 

And what has kept the Jew strong through the Ages? What 
has . kept him, friend, strong in the midst of tho~8 dirty, fil­
thy ghetto lanes? Wl1at has kept his spirit from breaking in the 
midst of those endless exiles and migrations? Under the shame 
of tne Yello TJ s-13.dge? The Inquisitions? The Autos-da-fe? The 
Crusades? r:i: e horrors of the Black Plague? The Blood Accusa­
tions? The Host Desecration charges? The well-poisoning 
charges? The pogroms? The massacres? Waat has kept this 
people, no~ merely existing, because I assW:..e any people can 
eke out a miserable e istence if it reconciles itself suffic­
iently with the conditions of a miserable existence, but what 
has kept this people a pioneering people throughout the ages, 
a pathfinder, a light-giver, a torch-b .rer? Your schools, 
not your weal th. 

The ~e was a great Hebrew poet, Bialik, no has a magni­
ficen-1. po0m, anj he says, "Friend of mine, 11 says the poet, to 
a friend of his w~o has come back from the western world, nno 
j"OU wish to kno v vi.ere your peo-ple found the strength to re­
sist the horrors of the centuries? Do you wish to know, my 
friend, the springs from w ich ~rour people drank deep, hope 
and confidence and sustenance in the midst of a world which 
hated them and so cruelly abused them? Do you wish to know 
how your people remained young amidst the ageing toll of the 
centuries? Come with me, my friend and I will take yo,,_ some 
day in the gatherir.g twilight, to a little village on the 
steppes of Russia, or to a little town in the heart of Poland, 
to a distant towri, unknown to you, and there I will lead you 
to a crumpled-down, humble edifice·,. a syn.agog, shabby and un­
adorned, and into the gloom of thats ructure I will lead you, 
and I vill throw open the doors for you, and there, perhaps 
around n table you will find a few of the sons of your people 
whose foreheads have been furrowed by life's hardships, bent, 
weary, beaten, and yet pouring over some ancient tome of the 
ancient lore of your people, and intoning in a quaint chant, 
almost like a wail, some old legend or some ancient law of 
your people, and there, my friend, you will be standing upon 
the tnreshhold of your people's eternal life; there you will 
behold the sanctuary of your people's immortality." 

What · shall we do in this land to insure the perpetuation 
of our people? Frankly, and this is my last word this evening, 
what is needed more than anything else is not money. There is 
an abundance of that, and the Jewish heart is generous. What 
is needed on he part of our people first and foremost is a 
new mental orientation. 'le have got to make, we have got to 
put first things first in our life. We have got to restore 
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to the position of primacy and ~irst importance in Jewish life 
that which always was -- The Book -- The :Book. 

" We are called the People of the :Book, we gave life to the 
Book, and oti.r genius created the Book; ttie Book gave life to us, 
the Book saved us. When we lost our country and our indepen­
dence and re were scattered to the four corners of the eartho 

~nat did we have to insure our unity and our perpetuation? 
Just the Torah, just the Talmud, just the books written by our 
sages, by our poets, by our philosophers. We never could count 
on armies to defend us. Who are our heroes? We canno~ point 
to a Sargon, or a Xerxes, or a Hannibal, or a Ghengis Kha..~, or 
an Alexander or a Tanoleon. .o are our jewi sn heroes? E!!ipire 
builders? Io! Conquerors of worlds? No! A Moses, an Isaiah, 
a Jeremiah, a Hillel, a Saadia, a Maimonides, a Yehuda Ealevy, 
a Spinoza .... _ these are our heroes, men of the Book. We must 
put first things first, and that is wny it is so absolutely 
important that we get a new type of leadership into jewish life. 

There was a time in Arnericau Jewisb. life ii\Ulen all that 
was required for a Jewish leader was wealth to give and a. good 
heart to prorpt the giving. That is no longer enough. Judaism 
has passed beyond the stage of philanthropy in A~erican life; 
we are no longer satisfied with a Judaism of endo ,,vments a:r d 
subscriptions~ The new leaders and the old leaders must ive 
way, they are stumbling blocks, they are retarding our progress. 
The new type of leader must ente~ the arena of J·e,r,i sh 1 ife 
equipped with jewish ~earni g, or at leas:t dth a great sympathy 
for je·:- ish learning, for je iish culture, for je, 1ish values; with 
a great sympathy for this teaming, colorful, restless life hich 
is jewry throughout the , 1orld; he mu.8t have vast sympathy with 
all that is going on in the Jewish world, in ?.ussia, in Pales­
tine, in the East, in the West, in the Sou , ·herever; and 
what is par icularly important, with what is going on in the 
Jewish mind and in the ~e~is_ soul. That is t h e new type of 
leader we need in our respective com1r1uni ties, and having them 
or rearing them, we may look forward confidently to a day when 
American Jewish communities will boast more of magnificent 
schools than of magnificent hospitals or even of magnificent 
synagogs; when the pride of a je1 \1ish co -r~irnuni ty will be the 
number of learned Jews which it will produce. 

I am very optimistic; ! 1:elicve that God has destined the 

Jewish community of America to produce a Jewish culture and a 
golden era in Jewish life the like of which we have not seen 
since the days of the exile. I believe that upon these graci­
ous shores we shall in the generations to come -·create a Jewish 
culture which will excel t~e lories of he ~olden Age in Spain. 

We can do it. We are large in number. ~e ha7e been blessed 
with the means of creating a culture and we still have enougn of 

loyalty and enthusiasm to make that possi~le. 

Friends you are on the threshhold of a marvelous era in 
Jewish life in America. Turn your attention, I pray you, turn 
your attention a bit from those things which have concerned 
you heretofore and which seem to be the most important things 
in Jewish life; turn your attention to those things which are 
really the heart of Jewry. Establish more and more of your 
Hillel ~oundations,cover this land with a net,1ork of them, and 
then turn your attentions to your ovm communities and build up 
their sc~ools and teachers and make possible the improvement 
of our curricula and make possible the publication of textbooks 
which ~e req .ire. 

we are at the very beginning of thins. You, the B'nai 
B"'rith, one of the oldest, one of the finest je\vish Organiza­
tions in .America, if you will turn your attention to this pro­
blem, I am sLlre that yo!.l will be doing something of a historic 
character, you will be fashioning a new age in ~ewish life. Do 
it friends! 
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I may be a romanticist, I may be a mystic, but I believe 
that we are an eternal people, just because our strength has 
been the strength of ideas and ideas are eternal. You can kill 
the idealist, but you cannot kill the idea. You can take the 
man who has an idea and have his body rot in a dungeon, but you 
cannot imprison the idea for ever. 

We have linked ourselves, our destiny, with ideas, with 
ideasrof the oneness of God, and the oneness of mankind and the 
holine s of human life, and international Peace and justice -­
eternal ideas, and therefore we are an eternal people as long 
as we cherish and nurture those ideas. 

Of old it was said, and it is true to this day, "When 
thou'llt pass through the waters, the rivers will not over­
flow thee; when thou'llt pass through the fire, thou'llt not 
be burned, and the flame shall not be kindled against thee, 
fo, thou art an am olam -- an eternal people.ff (Loud and pro­
longed applause by rising convention. 

PRESIDENT ACETENBERG: Rabbi Silver to this out urst of 
applause Nhich cannot be other than indicative of the feeling 
of t he heart throbs of this gathering's responsiveness, need 
I add that we ap~recia e the fact that you f avored us with 
your visit tonight, and t h is most interestin_._ and instructive 
and I am confident, re sult-prod~cir.g address? 
( Applause) 

TOBEY BRENNER: (Kansas City) I am not 0 oing to make 
a speech, but I move you tnat Brother Rabbi Silver's speech 
be printed in the next issue of the Magazine of the B''nai 
B1ri th. (Applause') 

P;tESIDE IT .ACBTEt'J!BlRG: The tr a..YJ.script of Brother Silver's 
Address will be supulicd to t he edi t or of the B'nai B'rith 
~agazine and I am confident that it ill be published. 

Brother Henry Oppenheimer will now make the report on 
behalf of the Committee on State Association s . 

•.. Ur. Oppenheimer read his reDort on the Committee on 
State Associations ... 

MR. OPPEN"tIE IMER : I move the ado pt ion of the se 
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EBRE .,.. ? -

There ,. re 

oft o~hing Hebrew to our boys and ·irls. 

Eebre is the 1 • ngu_~ge of our neople. 

~now tne l angu~ge of his p.ople. 

ho question the necessity 

very child ou ·ht to 

Continuously t iroush the ages the Hebre 1~npu~- e h~s persisted 

<- s t e vehicle of expression :i.. or the , i ci c..nd. soul of srael. 

Even en it ceased to bet e snoken lan-uage of ~-e peo, le it 

continued as its literary l ·.nguage. At timoo,eithe r 1or .-ant of a 
~ 1' ~ .,, • -.,_()-'J.... 

technical voc abul ary or 1or ~e purpose\ of~ r ropagun aq~~-~ 

e ployed the 

vernacJl r in their writi ~s. 

tr nsl -ted into the Hebrew end 

Their works owever, were soon 
~ ,,( 

the 9e tr nslations t eir 
"-

~:orks Israel • nc. nkind. 

Tpe l an uage of Jev ieh poetry
1 

o ever, ~nd of Je~is pr ~ye r ~n 

Jewis l aw • s ~l mos t al ay • H bre r :or t e Hebre vor ~n p rase, 

raili g clou·s of 1eu.ories c.nd nistori c-.i l c.. ssoci a.tions, .ost u eq ate.).y 
.1<,( 

and 1:.os t precisely xoressed t .e ee1 intimate . oods of Je ish life 

in all t eir elicate shaai cs ' n · ,uances. 

A people's in ost life ~nd its spiritu~l niqueness are irrored 

in its l anc,.uage. ':10 no a pe ople i nti. ~tely nd. proJ.ou.n ·1y.,, one 

n st no · its l an uage. 

T" e ·ey to· peoule 1 s r pository of isdom, bea ty and xp rience 

,hie !. e call literat re , is its 1 nP-"u..ic·e. . ithout . kno led e of 

t e vast literature of our r".ce rerlc. i s ... ore er ct. undiscovered 

to our nl y , 
S ? all : r a.ction or our p i lical 

literary er ations been t r c1 n l · ted i to ..... n _:l is 
> 

lations 

c;. re a t 7z i~ but p&.le re f lections of + e ori inal. .., 
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Hebrew is not a dead language. It _is a living , ,..-rowing ana 

evolving speech. It is one of the o:fici&.l l ang-uage s o • Palestine 

a nd is today employed by tens of thousands of Palestinie..n Jews 

v S t heir riother tongue. tis the 1 n~uage of i struc tion throughout 

the entire so 'iool sys tem 4 Palestine. In ot.ner pa.rts o tne 

world also, p&rticularly in those countries of Europe \: ere our 

the language of i nstruction in any schools . 

The Hebrew language anti literature nave en j oyed ithin the 

l ast generation a rewarkable renascence . Poets, essayists, novelists, 

critics c...nd h istor i ans have produced and re producing in Hebr ew 

wor s of such i gh li:•@sGy merit that they can be co,:pc.,re favorably 

i th t11e be st l itera ry prod.uctions of .re stern urope . The poe try of 

Bi a lik, ':'chernichovsky, Cohen ano. hneor , 1 e critical st uo. ies and 

essay s of Acbad Ba-Am and Sokolow, th o is of fi ction of Brenner, 

Perez and Feierber[ , the historical r ese ch of Kl ausner, Zeitlin, 

Bernfeld and Shimhoni are contributions to the literary treasure­

troves not a lone of Israel but of manking . 

Our children will f orever remain estranged from t his vital and 

dynamic orld of Jewish cultural achievement unless t hey are intro-

a.uced it throur h a. knov ledge of t e Hebrew t ongue. 

To be sure, th e small am ount of Hebrew i struction hich our 

children receive int 1e Sun ay school ill not enable the rr to re ad 

our liter&ture, ~no ient or modern,with any degree of facility. 

The more is the p ityl !'ut a t least they ill receive t he key to 

the l an ·u'"._ge. t least they will crtch somet hin 01 its rythm and 

its life, of its color an - its charm. At least they will be able 

to understand their prayers - the ancient Hebrew prayers,:-sanctified 

by cent uries of holy a ssocia tions, f or hich no equivalent in 

... 
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transl tion er be ound . t least tney -ill experience a bona of 

union ith Je ry throughout the orld, hose lan~u ~e of pr yer 

re~ains to this ~ey the qoly L nguage. 

There &re ot er schools in our community - t e To.lmu Torahs 

where in more t in~e is devoted to t e study of HebreVl beet use t ... P c ildrm 

Lttend these so ools not once but three and 1our end five times 

week fter public school hours. ....ore po· er to them t 

... hese c ild.ren receive instruction not only in relif:: ion , ethics 

nd Je ish hiAtory, but also in the Hebre lant:uage <"'nd literature . 

he met ode XII used in these schools ·re the most modern and 

scientific. _he te : chers are in n.ost inst"nces coll ge- trained &nd 
M-L-

all of them ede~r gically equipped to te ch. T e moaern .i.almud 

~or~h is far removed from t' e Cbeder of ol ·en d~ys. It i an 

educational i~stitution e e · ag ouerated o the best approved stan rds 

of inistration,supervision and instruction. 

he Amerio n boy or girl attending such a 

Talmuc orch is enriched both cultur lly and spiritu~lly . The 

secular kno 1 dge w ich they acquire in the public school is here 

supplemented by Rn intensive Je ish kno e hich idens their 

intellectual horizons, e~ pands their ~.,..c1p.nJ s 2.nd inte rotes them 

more firmly in Jewish life . 



RELIGIO I TH PUBLI~ SCHO~LS 

American Jewry has consistently()pposed the introductio~ 

of reli~ious education id0 the Public Schools. An6 for~V:.~id /,l//111. 

reasons. J 
~ aww', '1 Aft 11 ,t 

he Public School hM&~retofexe s~rv~a as.., fret unifying 

_orce in American life .. o lines of distinction~" arawn, 
1/tJ. n..-v·~:' ta. 

no 1·eligious or r cial 1-:i.nos ar ,emarcation.S •• e ~rodacecr. 

Boys and girls meet anc. are given the same instruction in the 

same class-room by the same teacher. 

~he 111r,.,~rn-.~..rm i g iou~ 
~ 

~ f C the 6:i.¥4.e. children 

~ t? -t 
ecessarily 
. 

accordinE to the~eligi ous 

) 

affili • s ,ef iJoei!P !i ,, They will have to be 2· rouped and 

-o~ An' such .- ~e-s..w~~n of reli ious dif erences Ht-i,,,,~ w 
the school can not but prove harmful to the best interests of 

school unity. and norale. 

A@s:i:n America has or _enerations stru r·led to m intain the 

secular ch · .racter of its school sys tem - to keep secul~r educ(Ntion 

separate and distinct from religious education. The ~isdo of 
~ A..,/11~ 

this policy h~.s b en e onstrated o¥er end s0v&. '"' • Reli ion 

c an ot be tau: ht in t~ e abstract. Reli o-ious :Le ien is 

bound tot ke on a more or less speci : ic denomination l character. 

:'he protestant c an not teach religion as the ,,at i1olic .oul • • n6 

the c~t ~olic c n not teach religion as the Je ould t e c it. 

the home an - t1e 
f\R-

to troduce 

" 

c urc~ 

reli ious 
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checked, ill ulti~ately 

make the publics o ~ ~djunctSo the cnurches.0£ ihis country. 
I 

This will prove the g-ravest enace too democratic irstitutionti, 
,.. - -- '4-. Eut it is not enou~h or American e • 

attitude tot is problem. mhe problem remains, ... he American 

people is convince that there is something rong ith the. oral 

training of its youth. It is disturbed by the numerous eviQences 

of moral laxity ~aa int e rising ~eneration. It f eels, an· 

riahtly so, that it he.s paid too much attention b~x&~Qis.-e to the 

training of its younf; people for ef iciency and economic capacity 

' and t;ee little to their moral growth and character develop ent. , 
V\ t 

It ~•s that their secular ea cations ould be supple ented wit= 

n i te ·v m r 1 and religious education, so as to prepare them 
WV'-

f or tl • •r , weaa in a . 
I' 

any earnest Americans are therefore an ious to see some form 

of religious nd ror 1 instr ction intro·uced i the 

e Jes . , !or the reasons ~bove stated, ..ic...s.,,.-c,, ~TAA~ 

Jiti A46t,,ii:e. ~e have maintv.ined t' at reli ,.~ ious instruct ion should 

be given after scnool houre or on Satur aye or Sundays, in other 

than school buil_'"".,. . .,... -·--~ ·;henever e make this ~~m , e 
are met ith t e ~~~ hile reli ious i str ction 

IN I 
in the public scho ol, e have ade ho Qill•~ ovision t or the 

moral education o · our c il 

-~ ~re co fronted ·ith the 

children receive absolutely no 

outside ,;I the public sc ... ool . 

th t ~ore than t o-thi ds o our 

oral or · eli ·ious .. e 

a re char ed with indifference s re rar sour on • ildren and with 

1 

(IM1 
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tis only as we ceuonstrate to the e rican public thHt 



OUR G T sx 

h fir t t hioh co fronted the J ish immi rants to th1 

ountry, th r o the rli r or of th more rece t influx, 

to et blish theme lves eoonom1o lly . heir le d th 1r 

colorf l 

h s 

subsequent rie to comp tence d security c n tit t 

nd im res chapt r in the nn ls of m ric Ier el . 

oon proceed ir co uni y lif, to 1mm1 r 

buil phil nthropio institution for the are of 

th ir poor n n e y . 

The Am ric c n point it pri e to th 

institutions, - o pit 1, orph h me f r t 

leemo yn ry 

e, aayl 

s 

n other relief enc1ea, 

by hi h 1t 

uilded no e, pro ted 

e brou ht tot 1a 

ork of ll vi tin h i fello Je 

only eroeity n interest but 1 o 1 n 

t ousht . In m ny y he pi neer 1 the re lms o 

ervioe int 1 c untry . re rd 11 nt ropy, t 

xtern 1 tit tive apeot , th 1 f irly 

ot o ly or hi ortun te broth rs t hom wet 

not 

ntif1c 

oci l 

t in its 

ocom 11ahed. 

meric n 

Je in ly thou htful provi er but for hi b 0th ra oross . . 
he seas a ell . h 

l ~omp si n the Am r1c 

event ou bf r re ~ove from h 

in t . • 

r 

ted to wh t e1 hte of 

J 0 hen his kinsmen, 

t b in n er n 
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Th Amerio J "h lso not sti ted of hie substance in 

th rear n 0 be uti ul pla.cea of or ip . h a erected. and 

is erect! noble notua.ries, whic# in their outer forms, bo y 

forth t b a.uty f t e f 1th h10h the nshrine . 

u 0 one 1. tituti n in 1 h life, - clearl the most 

i;n 0 t t - h ric been mot 1 

efer to 11 ious hool . Th only 

trou ly e lectful . 

ency , hich lon 

C n 1. 

oci l 

e11 

l t 

f 

ure ... e " n i • it of i f 1 t n of his specific J wi h 

f rt 
' 

. r oeived. o t tte tion t 1 h ds •. 

UT r 11 riou BOh ol , oth the H .. ohools 

equ t . Ull c o ls, here re 

f1 i t oh o ven on thir 

.1 1 h o 11 

0 ricul 0 re ru 1m nt r f lt . he time 

11 too 

rt . 

C 

thi 

1 

to th 

r ine 

xi ts 8 

l . !1 

08~ 111 

r 

iti s h v or 

Thi is the mot 

tio o r h11 r n 1 

rte. 1 ly m 11 umb r of te hr ho 

a.rth of 

1 

1 1 

ly iven. 

d for r 11 1ou in truotion. 

t1af otory text- b oka 

of th ex1 tin chool , other 

1 or y o e , i C ty, 

nly very e of our Je 1 h 

iz tee lves to cop 1 t 111 e tly 1th 

rplexin 

zin 

1 tu tio .. . 

nom ly 1 r1oan Jewi h l i fe . 

1 y fool 1 t 11 of our eopl . • 1 re 

c ll d the People of the k oo . he prim ry concern of 
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Jewish community nywher, in y pooh, w them 1 ten C 

of its reli iou o ool its C e ies for i here uc tion. 

And the primary concern of Jewish p rents throu hout th 

8 h a be n to provide for the reli iou education of their 

children. o sa.crific wa. too ree.t to ccompli h thi end. 

T tu y oft e or took recedenc in Je ish life over 11 

othwr com. un l ur o e i nc l in hil nthropy. 

I Amerio th t 

nd 1 t m 

ich h d. 

ltit 

an ce tr l h 

v co ly 

become p ri he l 

l bor tech rit ble 

t1tuti a, yn nd t mple, h J i h chool lone 

u.nportion , i lor· u ne lected. 

Th J 1 ommun1ty of ~1 v l 
I 

pe1 a nly 13 of its 

C O Wli et duo 

Je 1 chil ren i our 

ecaue o . ich lao t o-t ird 

se of hich 12000 

Jewish tr iningJ 

n xt r eration of 

1 vel n J~wry 111 b utt rly 1?nora t of th content of Jewi h 

life, of 1te hit ry, it f ith an its lit iatureJ 

e im e i tely ur ent t sk confrontin Amerio n Ir el is 

to b 1 h 1 norance from its mi st. Our ee.d 1 e t enemy 1 the 

unlettered ew, whoa 1 noranoe l ada to 1 ifferenoe or cyn1e1am 

or a 1mil • rieed more school be ter chool I ore 

te chere better teach r J ore t t-books . n better text-

boo BJ or educ t d Jewish ·1 y:menJ 

he or a not iven to the bb1s lone. e are in n er 

of rele~atin t e pr oeles herit e of 

peo le - of them sse - to the or ined 

eo le - ot 11th 

profe 1 n l few. 

If Jud 1 m 1 t re in demoor tio r 11 ion, if it is not to 

de en rate into n ecol si st1o ierarchy, it mu t be on the 
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le ni bro ly di emi te tr 

es four eople . 

h 11 the 

Abb illel ilver. 



OUR URGENT TASK 

The first task which c nfronted the Je ishimti rants tot is 

country, hether of t _eearlieror 01 the more recent influx:
1 

as 

to establish themselves economic~11y. Their strugrles and their 

subsequent rise to conpetence and security constitutel' a colorful 
a.w )~ I..-...,.. q . 

nd i,upressi ve ch oter in the anna s of ~or.r--._w~w..~. These im-

.i~igr nts soon proceeded to or anize their comr.::un i ty life, to 

build synagog-ues1 and philanthropic institutions for the care of 

their poor and needy. 

The American Jew c an point with pride to the eleemosynary 

i stitutions;-hospitals, orph"nsges, homes for the a ed, asyl s arid 

other relief a-encie8t hich he buil ~ed and endov.ed, prompted by 

high sen e of duty and brotherly love. He brou~ht to this ork of 
. 

11 vi tinQ" . _, nt an~ ufferin amon his fello 1 Jes not only 

gene rosity and inter st but ~lso soci•l vis ion nd scientiric 
/.)-

thou ~ht . In m'ny ~ys he pioneer in the realre of social 
" service in thi country. A re~ards philcnthropy,at le st in its 

extern--1 and rt11 tit tivee.s ects1 the task is fairly ell accomplished. 

~ot only Ior nis unfortun te brothers at home as the meric~n 

Je , kindly ana thoughtful provider,but for his brothers Lcross 

these ~s ell. The ar demonstreted to hat heights of sacrificial 

co p ssion the Amerio n Je n rise nen his kins en, event ough 
e 

f r rer: oved rom im, re to be in dvnger an in ant. 

?he American Je h s lso not stinte of is subst nee 

in the rearin of beautiful places of vrorship. He h s erected nd 
• 

is erectin noble s nctucries, hich in their outer arms, body forth 

the be~uty of the faith which they enshrine. 

Mut ~ one institution in Jewi h life,-cle rly the most 

important - th Auerican Jew h s been most dis strously ne lectful. 
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4'--- I re1er to the Re ligious School. The only a->ency nich • lone 

can insure the continuity of his fa ith ana 01 n s pecific 

soci 1 efforts, has received scant ttention ~this han s. 

ish 

Our reli~ious schools, both t e Hebrew schools an' the reli~·ious or 

Sunda schools 1are utterly inadequate. There are not sufficient 

schools or cl-ss-rooms to care for even one third of the Je ish 

childhood population in the United t tes. The curricula of these 

schools are rudimentary nd faulty. The time alloted to the religious 

educ ation of our children is all too short. ·,,e have a disheartenin ly 

small number of te chers who are properly trained and equipped 

for reli~·ious instruction. There exists a sad e arth o! sa.tisft.ctory 

text-books an' teaching m terial. The inancial upport of the 

existinr schools, other than those af iliated ith l a r €e Terr.ples or 

8ynFgogue s 
1
is scanty, sporatic and gru in ~1y iven. Only a very fe 

of our Jewis1 communities h ve or enized thenselves to cope intelli ently 

ith this difficult and perplexing situation. 

This is the most amaz ing anomaly in American Je ish life. 

Education was al ys f ocal in the lif e of our people, e rec lled 

the People of the Book. The primary concern of Jewish com, .. uni ty 

anywhere, in any epom
1
was the maintenance of its reli £" ious schools 

nd; c ademies for hifher education. And t he rim ry concern of 

Je ish uarents throu_hout the a es has been to provide for the 

reli ~ious educa tion of their children. o sacrifice~ s too ·reat 

to t.cco plis this end. e study o~ t e Tor ht ok precedence in 

Jewish life over 11 oth r com~unal pur oses includin uhil nthropy. 

In Am rica th~t hich had been central h s becom ueripheral 
CA- M-,( ~ ~M - J 

r. nd in the midst o· we multitude of costly eh~P½l&b~ instut one7 -
syna __ ogues and tenules the J ish school lone stands unportion d, 

• I 

in~lorious and neglected. 
, 
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c o.n .. uni -':iv bud. et on c CP'..1, e of .. __ i ch 12000 

J e1
: i h cl il,..1r e.1 in ::n.ir city q,re -vi t t ~ '1.Y r i in · l 

Becr-t e of • :: ic lso t·.:o-t .1 irds of the .. 1e t '4 ener tion of 

l ... velr1 c J e ry ,. ill be utterly i ..... norc=lnt of the co. te. t of t.. ewis 

1 . ... 
l . .: e , of it~ history , it f i t:i .n • its liter t·..1re J 

he i. ~ed i tel ur · e.t t S' confro.tin - .erican I sr~el is to 

'b :iish i ~ .. orance fro 1 i ts ;r. i 4 st . Our e .d l i est e. e y iA the u .. -

lettere e. , ·~os e i ; ~orqnce l ea~s to in i fference or cy icisn or 

·,rr . e ::iee more sc oo l s a 1 bett~r c .:o l s 1 : ore 

teac ers 8 .. .... o a.L. ter teac. ers 1 ~ore text- boo:cs ~nd better text -

bo ks l ·•o UC te . JC'"lis' y ri en 1 e e 

T. t: o::· ,_, .,a ,., :1ot ive.1 .L. the ... ' lo. e . .. -ire in 8 n . ., er .. -.a e 

of rele .. .-~ti t 1-. 0 o/)ricele e i _, .iv e ')f 0 le - of ~11 the 

e 1 3 o: t 1.e t :) .L. ord ined an rofes~i 1'"'. l f e•ff . - v .... 

e,n0cr ~--C • c rcli io. , i f it i ..,; not to 

0 ·~~ti 11 : it::r rch:r , it must be on t ... e b:1 i s 

o: J e" i . ~ le t: r. i. ,. ro .dly ~i 0 s -- .. i. ted t .. rou h Pill the r :ik s nd 
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T .ORAL VALUE Ol J ISII 

t eek I wrote of J iah education a.1 the means of Jewlah 1urvival. 

This week I iah to indicate the role which Jewish education pl ya in the 

character-building of our children. 

Jewiah education ia intended not only to IK"eaerve Ju 1am a.nd the 

Je ish people, but to teach our children mor 1 at c;;u.~,.&.CW,da d ideala, to 

train th in aoc11 conduct and in the reaponaibilitiea of citisenahip, 

d to aaiat in th development of their peraonalitica duri the fo tive 

years of their livea. 

Th religious school, to be aure, 1 not the only character-building 

ncy in aoc~ety. '1'ha home pl~a moat decisive role in the inculcation 

of moral habit• din the moldi ot character - wherever parent• are 

lert to their tremendoua re onaibilitiea. But ., fl¥ a parent ha.a unfor-

tun tely bdic ted hla prero~ative. any a 1 too preoccupied or 

un1nfo ed or indifferent. -hey p far leas ttention to the moral well­

bei of their children than to their physical well-b ing. 

-he ublic school , lre dy overburdened with the n·~ber of subjeota 

hich it is c lled upon to teach, can not be c lled upon to KID au.me 

the et reaponaibility of thical inatruction • ell. The school la 

neither willin nor r ed to do it. 

roup ct1vit1e• y, t o h the proper exploit tion of pl and 

recre tion, exercise a whol aome mor 1 luence upon 07s and irla. 

But in our co ;unitiea auch activitiea are neither auff'icientl.7 numeroua 

or c rehenaive or p oaetu.l. 

- re r n ther tore one ,ency which is evoti itaelf completel7 

to the moral eduo tion of our youth d which ia contiD110ualy and acientific 117 

at~i the probl - and that 1• the rel ioua aobool. 

It la conceded by all that the environment 1n which children ind them1elve1 
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ln our large cltiea t~. - the orld in which they mov • - la not a morally 

helpful one. Thro peraonal. contacts, or thr h the movie• or the 

ne ape.per• they are conatantly bei ubJected to the impact o 1mpr a iona 

of cheapness, vu1 arity and l wleaaneaa, and their emotional life ia 

dangeroualy over-stimulated. 

The la.at few yeara have witneaaed a moral slump 1n the tone and temp r 

of erican life, aa well a.a at Jewiah life. 

ne p ani m, undoubtedly the consequence of t e oral bacle ot 

the ar, baa invaded and ia deT t ting erican aociety and the Jewiah home 

• likewiae falleu victim to it. 

- e Je iah home 1 no longer th s ct y of piety nd votion, the 

ahrine of urit, 1p1r1tual1ty and moral reticenc hich it once waa. 

Ple urea, luxuriea, f alee atandarda an(\ oral laxity a.re playl havoc 

it our hom •• and our children are their ir t at pit 11'ul 1ct1ma. 

Juvenile delinquency, 'Ul'.Wllown amo Jew1 g neration 

o, is no , sad to aa.y, al.moat too mu,h in vid nee and our Juvenile courta 

cro ded with Jewiah boya and rla ho erred d wandered aatra;y becauae 

somewhere along the line of their youthful progr • aomeone failed to give 

them the true direction and the atrong h lplng hand. 

The reli ioua achool aim to the atro h11lp band of dev loping 

outh. It ims to nouri h and guide the 1 c1p1ent otiona of childhood 

d to direct the young mind through the v e, nebulous real.ma ot the 

e ly years. 

l3y presenting to children in vivid and at tract 1 ve manner the true 

lde la ot moral oonduct, by .mcour ing aocial ha.bita, bJ holding up to the 

dmlration of the hero-worahipp1 ind of childhood, the live• of the 

fine noble of our race, by or an1s1ng group actiTitie1 in which the 

qualitle1 ot tru.th-telllng, honor, loyalty and Phl•ic and m>ral cleanne•• 

• strea ed, the rel loua 1chool 11 proTiding our ri1lng genera,1on •1th 
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just that ••' of concept , standard.a and valuea which it aorely ne da. 

The J ewi ah rel 1g1 oua school intro :ucea the child into a. world of 

marveloua cbarm, beauty and nobility - a orld 1n hich Abraham aita 

by hie tabernacle welcoming str8l'lgera; in which 1 oaea lea.vea a palace to 

redean a. down-trodden people; in which Jonathan and David, - a prince and 

a s 1epherd-boy - pledge eternal friendship; 1n which paalmiata pour out 

their souls to the listen1llt$ heart of God; in which R bbi and sage, by 

precept and example, ahow how life can be lived simply, bravely and 

beautifully: a world in which a whole people crosses the stage of ~ lstory, 

tried 1n a thousand tribulations, m3.rtyred by the hand and mind of man, 

but ranaining faithfll to ita covenant and lte ppointed destiny; - rich 

colordul orld of patriarchs, aagea, aeera, prophets, dreamer• and hero •• 

The mind of the child, moving in auoh a. orld. ls, 11teeped in aplendor a.a in 

an element , 11 stirred to emulation and i t refore, morally uplifted. 

Abb Hillel S1lvar. 
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Last week I rote of Jewish education as the means of Jewish 

survival. This week I wish to indicate the role which Jewish 

education plays in the character-building of our children. 

Jewish education is intended not only to preserve Judaism 

and the Jewish people, but to teach our children moral standards 

and ideals, to train them in social conduct and in responsibilities 

of citizenship, and to assist in the wa•1l development of their 

personalities during the formative years of their lives. 
fo fx. /.J wi.e ~ 

The religious school~ .of oouF&e( not the only character-
( 

building 2~ency in society, The home plays a ost decisive role 

in the inculcation of moral habits and in the molding of character -

wherever p re~:c~t;o the~tremendous responsibilities. 

But many a parent" has~§:bditated \M,a prerogative. any a parent 

is too preoccupied or uninformed or indi ferent. They pay far less 

attention to the moral well:bein of their children than to their 

physical well-being. 

The public school, already overburdened wit the number of 

subjects 

to assume 

tff~ ie,...fh 

which it is ca~lled up n to teach, can not be 
flJ.AJ,,, , 

tht great ~ • of ethical instruction 
~ &4.4,l~ ~/ 

echoo~ling G1/prepared to do it. 

called upon 

a s well. 

Group activities• ellib& end eecieties may~ throu_h the proper 

exploitation of play and recreation excercise a~~al influence 

upon boys and eirle. But in our comnuni~~ such a.ctivitiee are 

neither sufficient:z:Jum~ous or comprehensive or purposeful:,#~ 

There remains~ enl~ a en~ .J'lh.i-eh ia peraietently ane-?rdrt-1-..-,,~.,_,___..m::: .. ~ /\ 

~~ n !!.A-1~-he pr.oblem of t-=he moral educa."tion of ohila-en - tl4t,/ 

the.,t is the religious school. -p-

~,..-,,t. -V, ~~~ .~ ~~,,/«.L~ 
\ 17ti~ a,,.A wi,.J ;_, ~ ,-,,,( ~-a; 
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=f/4, ~ .w-7•-) - 2 - pl ,_,u.:.. 1,,t-£ 7/4., ~ 
~; ' Iv.aft-- / 
/- It is conced~d~that ~he 0ironment in whf~!k~~dren find 

( themselves in '.11arge ci tr,/\1s n t a morally ~ng one. 
' tlAt. 

they~ constantly being subjected to the impact of impressions 

nd their emotional life 

~ The last few years have aMro witnessed a moral slump in -pt 7 
~ tJU(~ .,.,.,.-

American life1asi 9leo in Je~ish life. 
-,-6 

A new pag-anis~ .w:t.ic:t. 1~ un oubte~ly • co:so/!-Uence of the Lor 1 
h.p., ~~~ ~~_, 

debacle of the war 1 ~paFYlm.~ erican society~ nd the 
~ f.Jfi~J ~ ff:> f/¥, I 

Je ish home tlkewise ~ea unab le to resi~t it~ inva;ioA. 

Pleasure~ luxuries, false standards 8nd oral laxity 
~M ,. M 

our homes 
I 
a.nd our children a:;;-ttheir.ffist'1ict ims. 

Juvenile delinquency, pheno £non al est nknown among Jes a 

gener tion ago, is now, sad to say, almost too much in evidence and 

our Juvenile courts .re crowded 1th Je ish boys and irls who .1.Nu,( ~ 

andered fstray because ~me here alonr the line of their 

them the true direction and the strong helping 

hand. 7P 
ions scftO'O'i, ~Y presenting to children in a vivid and 

attr ctive m~n~deals of oral con uct, by~[:+ social 
{\ 

habits, by holdi.g up~tQJ;;;; ~ation of the hero- orshipping nind 

of childhood, the 'r1ves f our rac~ •• rrms .. by ru~.2&~ roup • 

activities in hich the qualities of truth-tellin, honor, loyal]Y .D 
~uf.. tt ~·JI_~~ vi? 

re 6l'ft!:)aa~ized, a9e prdviding our ~nd physical and mor l cl~ss 

r is i n
0 

generation 1 t ~ u10 :ii.pa~l-4-1"1-a•e...,pr-4-i~r~a4!t~i..,.o~n~wN"t..lr--11r-rc!tlr1 --'1Htr.-"11'Tlle~e~dll-1eR--, 

;, 

':il~J 
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y 

UC TI 

b 1 Abb .illel ilver 

• 

Intelli ence i s not enou h. Intelli ence plus ch cter-

t h tis t h o' l o true eduction. To inter te b ..... ,~~· 11 e · roun 

centr 1, focuein ide le, n to supply the motive po r s ell 

s th technique for tt ining thee lde ls-th tis the hi best 

f f ort of ed.uc tion.1frrhe co.plete duo · tion 1vee us not only 

po er of o ncentr tion, but orthy objectives upon which to concen­

tr te, not only critic 1 faculty f or precise jud ent, but lso 

prof ound e p t hies with hich tote per the eper1ty of our 

jud ents; not nly uic en d 1 in tin, b t : lao n n 1 lin 

tion.~ t 1 enthusi s f r t .e object of oux 1 1 not eno b 

to --now truth . e u t lo tr t h nd i ce for it. It is 

not enouO'b t o ·b uic 0 perception. e mu t be quick to respond 

to t h . ppe 

precise, 

no le e 

1 of n loy lties. Our liv s need muc l ore th n 

er ~n po erful intellect . They need not only 

i ch 1 po er, b t is o 1 h ls control . They need 

not only truth hich is 11 ht, but oodnees hioh 1e w th. Th y 

n ed love n loy lti s nd t e lif t of epir t1one. mhe need 

ch r d i n1ty nd pl en i d r e tr int . They need quietness 

n •inly hum n cont cte .1f h bro· d ed c tion 111, nd pe oe 

th refore, tr ns it to u not only t h co ul te kno led of 

th r e, but l eo the cc ulated exp riences of oc1 1 livin. It 

will tr nel te truth or u i nto · 

for the ood life. 

y of life. It 111 educ te us 

• 
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The Jewi h W el fare Federation 
of Cleveland 

announce the program for the 

JI rb.lisb ~ocial ~ecbicr Jlnstitute 
Luncheon Se ions 

February 20 - 24 , 1928 
.-1t the 

Hotel S ta tler 
--- ')---

The sessions will afford a rare opportunity 
for obtaining, in the form of interesting and 
informative luncheon talks and group dis ­
cussions, a comprehensive view of modern 
trends in Jewish Social Work and Jewish Com­
munity Life in America; and a concrete 
exposition of our own community's social 
welfare set-up. 

Leading authoriti s in the field of J wish 
Community Work are being brought here 
for the five ses i ns of the Institute. Our 
local work will be pr s ... nted by our own staff 
members and trustees. 

You are cordially invited to attend as many 
sessions as possible. It is suggested that all 
five be attended for a full view of J ewish 
Social Work efforts. 

Luncheons will commence promptly at 
12 :00; talks at 12 :45; and adjournment at 
2 :15 so as top rmit the busy man and woman 
uninterrupted daily activity. 

T he complete program is within. To insure 
your accommodation use the enclosed r serva­
tion card at once as the seating capacity 
arranged for is limited . 



HEALTH 

Monday, F bruary 20, 12:00 M. 

Lattic Ro om, Hotel S atler 

Max My rs, Cl v Ian 
Chairman 

Probl m of Acut ly Ill Frank E. Chapman 

Dir tor Mount in i Ho pital, Iev fond . 

Car of Convale nt and Chronic 

William C. Tr uhaf 
Cl v land. 

Early Diagno 1 

Tub rcular 

R 

and Tr atm nt of the 

Dr. H. L. Rockwood 
H , Ith. I ·i J,1nd . 

Tu day, F bruar , 1, 1 .... :00 ., 

Lat ice Room Hotel St t1 r 

Rabbi Barn t R. Bri kncr, Cl veland 

Chairman 

Th Pia of Recr ation in a Jewi h 

Community Program - Philip L. Seman 

up rint nd nt J iv i h Pt o I • In ti ut , 

hi a o . 

Th Syna ogu enter 
Rabbi Sol 

CJ land J ,wi h R reation Set-up 
Charl ms r 

o u 1· ,J ducat, H · l Alli-

W dn da , F bruary 2 12 :00 M. 

Ball Ro m Hot 1 Statl r 

Jud Maurie B rnon Cl v land 

Th Cl 

Chairman 

fond Child Car Agen i 
S mu 1 Goldham r 

tor J n. i h W ellar F d ration, 

New Standard and 

Step in Child Care 
Dr. L 

E • ·utiv · Dir tor H br •w 

ian So i tJ, Pl a ant ill , 

Thursday, F bruary 
La ic Room, Hot 

Eug ne L. G ismer, 
Chairma 

Social Work and Jewi h 

R ar h Dir · tor J w i h 

l ev land. 

The Advance in Americ r 

tion Dr. Alexan 
Dire tor Bor1 rd of j t\- 1 h E 

Th Clev land 
tion 

F 

Friday, F b1 uary 2 
Lat ice Room, Hote 
Eugen E. Wolf C 

Chairman 

Our Family W Jfare S t­
Ma 

Why Do W Ha 
Work 
E • • ut1 Di,· tor 

Philad lphia . 

The Jewi h 

E • ·utiv 
Bur ,1u, 

E hibi t ivork of th 

So ial rvi • A ~ n ·i ii1 i/l b 01 

th p r iod I th I 11 • 



d and New 
hild Care 

Progr JV 

Dr. L W. Goldrich, 
h It ring Guard­
. Y. 

F bruar 23 12 :00 
Room Hot l Statler 
. G ismer, Cl velan 
Chairman 

i h Education 
Dr. John Slaw on 

i h W liar F, deattion, 

1 Am ric n J wi h Edu a­

Dr. Alexander M. Du hkin 
of J ~ i h Edu ·1ti n. hi n o. 

Edu ation Situa­
Abba Hill 1 Silv r, 

I fond. 

ary 2 , 12:00 M. 
om S atl r 

Wol v land 

S t-up 
Marc J. Gro man 

1 vel.ind. 

J wi h Family Ca 
Dr. I. M. Rubinow, 

J wi h W If, r 

f th 
•ill b o 
th In 

THE JEWISH OCIAL SER CE 

I STITUTE 

1:rs. Si mund H rz . Pr id nt of th ln titut 

Mrs. Juliu ry r, h irrnan. Prorir, rn ornrnitt 

Mr . Sm H. hn, 

Mi s Id hott, 

- lwirrn n Ho pi-

1111 t, /itv on1tHitt 

lu1. ir rna n, tt nd;u1 orn. 

hairrn 1.11, hibit ornrnitt 

uil li . 

0 PI LI Y C HTTEE 

s ion on H 1th 

1 Ani fi 1 l J ph 

.B • Kl in 

vy 
r 

n r 



Se 10n on Recreation 

Mrs. Morris Black 
Mrs. Emil Brudno 
Mrs. Ezra Brudno 
Mrs. Myer Daniels 
Mrs. Sol Feigenbaum 
Mr. William GoldbLrg 
Miss Frances Green erger 
Mrs. Isador Grossman 
Mrs. Eugene K. H ays 
Mr. Sam H orwitz 
Mrs. Frank Joseph 
Mrs. Allan Littman 
Mrs. Jacob Mayer 
Mrs. Al x Mill r 
Mrs. Charles Miller 

Mrs. Edward Myers 
Mrs. Abraham Nowak 
Mrs. Simon Peiser 
Mr. Max R atshesky 
Mrs. Isador Reich 
Mrs. Myron W. Rice 
Mrs. Elmer Scheuer 
Mrs. Sidney Sloss 
Mrs. Oscar Steiner 
Mrs. Mortimer Strauss 
Mrs. B. Sobel 
Mrs. A. L. Tobias 
Mrs. C. M. Weidenthal 
Mrs. Louis Wolin 

Session on Child Care 

Mrs. M. H. Abramson 
Mr. Harry A~ Ider 
Rabbi Barn tl R. Brickner 
Mrs. Sam H. Cohn 
Mr. Raymond Deutsch 
Mrs. Raymond Deutsch 
Mr . Harold Feil 
Mrs. Albert Fischer 
Mrs. Arthur I. Fischer 
Mr. Sylve tcr W. Fl h im 
Mrs. Sidn y Friedman 
Mr. Julius Fryer 
Mrs. Eugene L. Geismcr 
Mrs. Solomon Goldman 
Mr. Sam Gros 
Mrs. Davis Gussow 
Mrs. Herman Haas 

Mr. Walt r M. Haa. 
Mrs. Irving Hextcr 
Mrs. Roy M. Hexll:r 
Mr. Jay l glauer 
Mrs. Emil Joseph 
Mrs. Louis Kane 
Mrs. Sigmund Korach 
Mr. Joseph Ncshkes 
Mrs. Sol Rt inthal 
Mr. Maurice Rohrheimer 
Mr. Max Ozt.r 
Mrs. Louis Schwarzenberg 
Mrs. Harry Simon 
Mr. M. G. Sir ss 
Mrs. Samu<.! H. Stecker 
Mrs. Walter Stt.r.1 



Se 1011 on Jewi h Edu ation 

Mrs. Louis J. Bing 
Mrs. Barnett R. Brickner 
Mr . Jonas Cohen 
Mr. Isador Freiberger 
Mrs. A. H. Friedland 
Mrs. Moses Garb r 
Rabbi Solomon Goldman 
Mr. Arthur J. Halle 
Dr. Da 'lid Hu bsch 
Rabh1 Jacob Klein 
Mr . J.E. Klein 
Mr. Nathan Loeser 
Mrs. Henry Marks 

Mrs. Myron Mctzcnbaum 
Mrs. L st r I. Mill r 
Mr . Sol Moses 
Mrs. Herman Moss 
Mr . Max Ratshesky 
Mrs. Loms Rich 
Mrs. Ben Schwarz 
Rabbi A. H. Silver 
Mrs. Aaron Skall 
Mrs. John Slawson 
Mr. Solom n Ulmer 
Mr. Eugen E. Wolf 

Se ion on Famil Welfare 

Mr . Armin Berg r 
Mrs. Joseph M. Bc;rne 
Mr. S. J. B1alosky 
Mrs. Edward H. Blywisc 
Mr . O.car J. F1shd 
Mrs. Theo. Fishc.1 

1r. G ·org • W. Furth 
Mrs. Ralph D. H ·rt.r. 
Mrs. Jos ph Janowitz 
Mrs. Ida Kornhauser 
Mrs. Lawrence Lan~ 
Mrs. Henrict ta L h11rn11 
M1·s. Lu> L ·sser 
Mrs. G rg Manlil im 
Mr. Wm. Murstcin 

Mrs. Max Myers 
Mrs. R. . Norh rg 
Rahhi Abraham Now .. 1k 

Mr. G orgc Pill ·r. dorf 
Mrs. Rudolph S. Reich 
Mr. A. Rtinthal 
Mr . Harry Robbins 
Mr B 1 Silver 
Mrs. Nathan Sloss 
Mr. Oscar St intr 
Mr . L<:on Strauss 
Mr. Wilham Trcuhaft 
Mrs. Harry Weiss 
Mr. Howard Wisc 
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~ ~bw,i Cleveland, Ohio, February 17, 1928 

EDUCATING O R ELVES FOil JEWT~H ED' CATIO 

Very few of u are truly educated on the ubject of Jewish 
education, educated in the en e that we ar consciou of the 
vital role which Jewi h education mu t play in the upbuilding of 
a vigorous Jewish communal life. Many of u are still inclined to 
regard Jewi h education a a depa1tment orb -product of J wbn 
life, whereas in reality it i the only foundation upon which We 

can hope to rear a olid Jewish group life. With a well organized 
system of Jewish education as its basis, Judaism in America will 
flourish. Without it, there is grave dange1 of disintegration and 
extinction. Historically Jewi h education has almo t alway 
been the barometer which ha indicated the trength 01 weakne 
of Jewi h communal lif . 

In his "Theories of Americanization,' I aac Berkman mak 
t.he following ignificant tatement: ''The philological meaning 
of Torah, which i "In_ truction" enfo the idea and give the 
key to the method as well as the aim of the preservation of Jew­
ish life. Torah, J w1ishn , i not ained through rev lation 
or maintained through ra ial p r i t c it i ntiall tudi d 
and mu t be acquir d b.. m an of th duca ional pro . 

In our o n communit w ar ju t b oming a, are of h 
communal importance o Je"i h education. ut tha awar n 
is not yet wide p1 ad nough. The Jewi h communit of Cle -
land need more educating on the prob em an aim of Je, i h 
(:ducation. It i for the purpo e of ettin fo1th the p1oblem. 
and aim clearly and • idly that the Jewi h vi , and Ob erver 
tak plea ur in intr ducin a • of i 01 ial on J i h edu­
cation by Rabbi A. H. il r. 

Rabbi ii e1 i uniqu I qualifi d to ·it it 1 auth rit o 1 
Jewi h education. H a n o th ori inal 01 O'aniz and • ~ 
now pr ident of th Bur au f J i h du ·ation. H \\la on 
of the fi • t leader of Lib ral Judai _ m t t an c nd h nar o .;\ e1 

"·iew of Jewi h du ation and to re ogniz ha ic importanc a au 
instrum nt for uniting and de eloping Je i h lif a a whole. 
Rabbi Silver approach the subject th refor , with a well 
thought out and w II d fin d philo oph o Je, i h ducation 



WHY JEWISH EDUCATION ? 

i By Rabbi A. H. Silver 
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' Jewish Education and the Jewish Survival 
By Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 

he F irst of a Series of Essays 
by Rabbi Silver Dealing with the 
Problems of Jewish Education, 
Now a Vital and Outstanding Issue 
in American Jewish Communities. 

Jewish education is the means 
of Jewish survival. 

The Jew who is not interested 
in the survival of his people is not 
interested in Jewish education, but 
the Jew who desires to see his peo­
ple continue as a great, creative 
force in civilization is very vitally 
interested in Jewish education. 
Through instruction alone can a 
people transmit its faith, its cul­
ture, its memories and its age-old 
sanctities to each succeeding gen­
eration. Schools are the a rteries 
of a people's life. 

A J ewish child who is not early 
integrated in the life of his people, 
grounded in its traditions, imbuea 
with its spirit_ informed of its his­
tory, steeped in its literature and 
fired with its ideals, will grow up 
to be at best a Jew in name only­
a Jew by accident of birth, a Jew 
by force -of inertia. He will join 
the widespread ranks of the indif­
ferent and lackadaisical among us, 
who see in their Jewishness only a 
disability a nd a thwarting, and 
whose careers are rendered un­
happy and unattractive by morbid 
cravings to escape a fate, which 
for t hem is a burden but which for 
others has been and is a crown of 
glory. He will not be a purposeful 
and affirmative Jew equipped to 
carry on the heroic destiny of his 
race. 

We do not believe that the hand 
of history is yet ready to write the 
last and final chapter in the mar­
velous story of our peiople' life. 
M any a chapter is yet to be writ­
ten ,-many a record of future 

greatness and achievE 
- : .. --.:.; ~...;;;g; 

parable, we hope, to those of our 
amazing and colorful past. We are 
not a people of the past only. We 
have not yet uttered our last im­
memorial phrase in the world, nor 
given our last revelations to man­
kind. We are an old people, true­
but the spirit of unquenchable 
youth is ours. We wish to live 

affir~atively- and cre:rtively.in the 
vorld today. We -..vish to add to 

the cultural assets of mankind. We 
wL h to reinterpret to the modern ligious school and are growing U;P 
"\Yorld the prophetic faith of our without any knowledge of their 
people and its code of life and people's faith or life or spiritual 
thought. The world needs the • treasures. 
precious legacies of •our race an_d The enemies of our people could 
the manifestations of its prophetic wish for no deadlier weapons 
spirit today even more than it against us than this tragic iap.u.re 
needed them in the past. of ours to provide for the enhght-

We must therefore look to our cnment and the continuing loyalty 
chools to preserve us in life, to of our own youth. _ 

• 1 Shall the Jew survive? Those 
replenish our spiritua resour~es ,vho wish to give a passionate af­
and to inspire each new generation 
with this resplendent hope. firmative answer to this question 

Great and formidable are the should rally around the Jewish 
forces making for our disintegra- school. 
tion. All about us are subtle and 
powerful influence of annihilation. 
Above all the relentless attrition 
of prosperity is wearing down our 
racial sturdiness and resistance. • 
Only a trained, enlightened and in­
spired generation of Jews will be 
able to withstand the processes of 
assimilation which are engulfing 
them. 

All this is self-evident truth. 
And yet, strange as it _may see?1, 
the American Jew has either delib­
erately ignored it or astonishingly 
overlooked it. For how else can 
we account for the fact that out of 
600,000 Jewish children of school 
a ·e in the United States, less than 
200.000-less than one in three­
are receiving any Je"\vish religious 
and moral training in Sunday 
schools, Hebrew schools or through 
private tutoring. 

Cleveland Jewry, unfortunately, 
can show no better record. Twelve 
thousand of our children-nearly 
two-thirds of our childhood popu­
lation-are attending no Jewish re-

THE MORAL VALUE OF 
~ , ~~~ EDUCATION 

n ,.,f I - i 
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By Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Last week I wrote of Jewish educa- The Jewish home is no longer the 

tion as the means of Jewish survival. anctuary of ~!ety ttnd devotion, the 
This week I wish to indicate the role shrine of purity, spirituality and 
which Jewish education plays in the moral reticence which it once was. 
character-building of our children. Plea ures, luxuries, false standard 

Jewish education is intended not and moral laxity are playing havoc 
only to preserve Judaism and the with our homes, and our children are 
Jewish people, but to teach our chit- their first and most pitiful victims. 
dren moral standards and ideals, to Juvenile deiinquency, a phenome­
train them in social conduct and in non almo t unknown among Jew a 
the responsibilities of citizenship, and generation ago, is now, sad to say, 
to assist in the development of their almo t too much in evidence and our 
personalities during the formative Juvenile courts are crowded with 
yea1·s of their lives. J ewi h boys and girls who el'l'ed and 

The religious school, to be sure, is wandered a tray because omewhere 
not the only character-building agen- along the line of their youthful prog­
cy in society. The home plays a most ress someone failed to give them the 
decisive role in the inculcation of true direction and the stmng helping 
moral habits and in the molding of hand. 
character-wherever parents are alert The religiou chool aims to be the 
to their tremendous respO'llsibilities. strong helping hand of developing 
But many a parent has unfortunately youth. It aim to nourish and goide 
abdicated hi prerogative. Many a the incipient emotions of childhood 
parent is too preoccupied or unin- and to direct the young mind through 
formed or indHferent. They pay far the vague, nebulous realms of the 
le s attention to the moral well-being early years. 
of their children than to their phy i- By pre enting to children in a 
cal well-being. vivid and attractive manner the tru e 

The public chool, already over ideals of moral conduct, by encour-
burdened with the number of Slllb- aging social habits, by holding up to 
jects which it is called upon to teach, the admiration of the hero-wor hip­
can not be called upon to a sume the ping mind of childhood, the lives of 
great re ponsibility of ethical in- the fine and, •noble of our rnce, by 
struction as well. The chool is nei - organizing group activities in which 
ther willing nor prepared to do it. the qualiti s of tiiuth-telling, honor, 

Group activities may, through the loyalty and physical and moral 
• proper exploitation of play a:nd rec- cleanne are tre ·sed, th€ religiou. 

reation, exercise a wholesome moral , chool is providing our rising genera­
irufluence upon boys and girls. But tion with just thal et of concept , 
in our communities such activities are standard and valu s which it sorely 

~ neither sufficiently numerous or com- n ed •. 
. prehensive or purposeful. Th Jewi h religious school intro-

There remains therefore one agency duces the child into a world of mar. j 

which is devoting it elf completely \·elou : charm, beauty and nobility -, 
to the moral education of our youth a world in which braham sits by 
and which is continuously and ci- hi: tabernacle w lcoming strangers; 
entifically tudying the proble{n- in which Mo es leaves a palace to 
and that i the religious school. rede ,m a down-trodd n peopl ; in 

It is conceded by all that the n- which Jonathan and David,-a princ 
_ vironm nt in which children find and a shepherd-boy-pledge eternal , 
, themselves in out· large cities today. friend hip; in which prophet. peak I 

- th world in which they move,- of truth and ju tic ven when men I 
is not a morally helpful one. Through p rs cut them; in which p al mist · [ 
personal contacts, or through th pour out their oul • to th listenmg 
movies or the new papers they arr heart· of God; in which rabbi and 
con tantly being subjected to the im- 'age, by pr cept and example, how 

' pact of impres ions of cheapne s ow life can be lived simply, bravely 
vulgarity and lawlessness, and theh and beautifully; a world in which a 

emotional life i: dangerou ly over- whole peopl ctos s the . tage of hi . 
stimulated. tot·y, tri d in a thou and tribulation~, 

Th last f w years have witn s ed martyr d by hand and mind of man, 
a moral slump in the tone and temper but remai·ning faithful to its covenant 
of American life, as well a of J ewi h I and its appointed de tiny;- a rich, 
life. colorful world of patriar ·hs, sages, 

A new paganism, undoubtedly the I seers, prophets, dreamers and heroes. 
consequence of the moral debacle of 

I 
The mind of the child, moving in 

the war, ha invaded and is devasting such a world, is teeped in spl ndo1 
American society and the J ewi h a in an element, is ·tirred to emula­
home has likewise fa 1cn :l victim to tion and i • tl h,;:o .. ._~lly uplift-
\\.. ed. 



d... RELIGION IN THE PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
By Rab~i Abba Hillel Silver 
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But it i not enough for Ame1i 
can Jewry to maintain a negativ 
attitude to thi problem. Th 
problem remain . The America 
people is convinced that there i 

mething wrong with the mor 
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The Moral Value of Jewish Education 
by Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 

The Second of a Series of 
Jewi h Education. o 
Communities. 

Essays by Rabbi Silver Dealing With 
Out ·tanding ).ssu~ in_, A~erica~ Jewish 

~&.,,,vf. '-t/,,:- )+ 

La t week I wrote of Jewish ed- justice ev n when men persecut 
ucation as the mean of Jewish them; in which p almists pour o 
~ urvival. Thi ,ve k I wish to in- their souls to the listening he 
di ate the role which Jewi h edu- , of God; in which rabbi and sa 
cation play in the character-build- by precept an<l example, show h 
ing of our hildren. life can be lived imply, brav 

Jewi~h edu ation is intended not and beautifully; a world in whi 
onlv to preserve Judai rn and the a_ whole pe_opl<: crosses the stat~ 
J "i h people, but to teach our h1s~ory, tried m a thousand trio 
children rnqral tandard and la~10n , martyred by th_e _hand ~ 
ideals, to train them in social con- mmd of _man, but remamm~ fa1 
duct and in the re ponsibilities fu~ to it ~ovenant :ind it 
of citizen hip, and to assist in the pomt,cd destm_y;-a rich, color 
dev lopment of their personalities ,vorla of patriarch , sages, see 
·uring the formath e year of their prophet , dreamers and heroes. T 
live j mind of the child, moving in su 

The r ligious chool, to be ure, ~ world, i ste~ped. in splendor 
i not the only character-building 1~ an elell?-ent 1s t1rred to emu 
a ency in ociety. The home plays t:on ~nd IS therefore morally 
I a mo t deci ive role in the inculca- hfted. 
tion of moral habit and in the 

II molding of chara ter-wherever 
par nt are alert to their tremen- , 
dous re pon ibilities. But many a ' 

1 par nt ha unfortunately abdicated I 
hi. prero ative. 1any a parent 
i too preoccupied or uninformed or 
indifferent. They pay far less at-

It ntion to the moral well-being of 
their children than to their physi­
cal well-being. 

The public school, already over­
burdened with the number of sub­

) ject which it is called upon to I teach, cannot be called upon to as­
sume the great responsibility of 
ethical in truction as we]), The 
• chool is neither willing nor pre­
• pared to do it. 
I Group activitie may, through the 
prop r exploitation of play and 

, recreation, exercise a wholesome 
1 n:oral influence upon boys and I girls. But in our communities such 
activitie are neither sufficiently ! numerou or comprehensive or 
purpo eful. 

Th re r mains therefore one 
a ency which is devoting itself 
completely to the moral education 
of our youth and which i continu­
ou. ly and cientifi ally studying 
the probl m-and th t i the re­
ligious chool. 
. It is conceded by ah that the en­

nronment in which children find 
themselves in our large cities to­
day-the world in which the • move 
-i not a morally h lpful one. 
Through p rsonal contacts or 
throu h th movie or the ~ew . 
pap~rs they are con tantly being 
~bJected to the impact of impre _ 

"Ion of cheapness, vulgarity and 
lawl ness, and their emotional 
life is dangerously over-stimulated. 

The last few year have wit­
nes ed a moral lump in the tone 
and temper of American life a 
well ,. of Jewi h life. ' 

n v pagani:m, undoubtedly 
the con ·equence of the moral de­
~acle of the war, has in •aded and 

I 
J e\· .ta~·~ AmeJ.ean ociety 
and the ,J wi h home ha likewi ·e 
fallen a victim to it. 

Th J :vi h home i::; no long-er 
~e 'anctuarr of piety and VO­

' t1~n._ th :hrm of purity, spiritu­
al,t} and moral reti ·ence which it 

nc:e wa . Plca.ure , luxurie . 
al<-e t~ndarcl and moral laxity 

are playing h. voc with our horn · 
nd ow: ~hildr~n ar their first and mo t pitiful victim . 
Juv nilc delinquency, a phenom-

enon almost unknown among Je, ·s 
generation ago, is now, ad to 

say, almost too much in evidence 
and ? • juv .nil court · are cro,·d­
ed ,th J w1 h boy and gill who 
erred an<.{ wander d a tray becau e 
om wh re along the line of their 

:out_hful prog som one fail d 
to •we hem the true direction and 
the trong hclpinJr hand 

Th religiou ·hool ~im th~ trong helping hand of devel­
opm~ . :outh. It aim to nouri h 
and '~nde the ·ncipient motion 
of childhood and to direct the 
young mind through the vague I nC' ulou real1;1. of h e. rly yea• '. 
-~ : presen mg to <'hildren in n 

vn·1c1 . and attracti ·e manner the 
t ue I eal of moral conduct bv 
. n ouragin r , ocial habit b • hold·­
m ' up to the admiration of the 
hero-~vor. hipping mind of childhood. the hv s of the fin and noble of 
o_u~ _ra • ! by o_rganizin grnup ac­
tiVlti In wh1c-h !:he qualitie of 
ti ut~-telling, honor loyalty and 
physical and moral cleanness are 
tr . . d, the 1·e ligiou c.hool i 

pi:ovi~mg our ri in generation 
'."1th Ju t that t of c nc pt , tan­
oar<ls and value. which it orely ne d . 

fhe Jewi h r Jigious chool in­
troduce th child into a world of 
n~~rvelou charm, b auty and no­
b:hty-a ~vorld in whi h braham 
it by hi tab rna le welcoming 
trang r • in which fo es leaves 

8 palace ~o r de m a dow·ntrodden 
peoJ?le; m which Jonathan and 
David - a prince and a sh ph r 
bo:}:-pl dge eternal friend hip• i 
which proph t speak of truth ~n 
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Last week I wrote or J wish I By nebulous realms or the arly y a . 
,ducation .as the m ans of Jewish R a bbi A bba Hillel Silver By pr• nting to children in 
urvival. This we k I wish to ================ viYid and attractive manner th ndicat the role which Jewish true ideal of moral conduct, b ,ducation plays in the character- It is conceded by all that the ncouraging ocial habits, by hol ,uilding of our children. nvironment in which children find ing up to th admiration of ti Jewiih education is intended not them elv s in our large cities to- h ro-wor hipr,ing mind of hil mly to preserve Judaism and the day,-tlie world in whi h they hood, th liv s of the fine an rewish people, but to teach our mov ,-is not a morally helpful noble of our .ac , by organizin !hfldr n moral standards and one. Through personal contacts, group a tivfti . in which th qual d"als, t~ train th m in social con- or through the movies or the Hies of truth-t lllng, honor, loyal luct and in the re ponsibilities of new paper th y ar con tantly t. and pby;ical and moral cl a ~ftizen hip, and to assist in tho being subj ct d to the impact or n ss are tr .-s d, the religio l v lopment or their p rsonalities impres I n . of cheapness, vulg«r- s n ration with ju t that s . t luring ~he formative years of their ity and lawlessness, and th ir <'Onc pt , standard and valu iv s. ,

1

• emotional life is dang rously ov .r - which it or ly ne ds. 
The religious chool, to he sure, f;timula ed. Th Jewish religiou chool i 1s not th only haract r -building J · The last few years have wit- troduc s the child into :tg~ncy in iOciety The home plays nes ed a moral .lump in the ton . or marv lous charm, b auty an 

1 most dPclsiv role in the inculca- nnd t .mper of Am ric n I fe, a nobility- a world in which Abr lion of moral hahits and in the ~ ell n of J wish lif . ham sit. by his tab rna le w lco molding of charact r - herever I n w pagani m, und ubtedly mg strang rs; in which fos ()ar nts are al rt to their ,tremen- th cons qu nc of h moral d - l ave. a palace to r d em a dow dou' r spon ibfliti s . But many a ba 1 of the war, ha in aded and trodden p opl ; in which Jonatha par nt has unfortunately abdicated 
0

is devastating Amer! an . ociety and Davfd,- a prin e and h his prerogati e. Ian·y a parent I and the J ewi h horn has likewise herd-boy- pledg eternal too -pr O<'cupled or uniformed or •

1 

fallen a victim to it. hip; in which proph ts peak fndiff rent. Th y pay far less 'l h Jewish home Is no long r truth and jmitice f'V n wh n me att ntion to the moral well-b fng th anctuary of piety and devo- pn ut th m: in which psalmist of th ir childr n than to their tion, the brine of purity, spirit- pour out their ouls to the listen rhysical ,veil-being. uallty and moral retie nee which ing h art or ,od; In which Rab Tlrn public school , already over- it once was. Pl asure , lnxurie::1 . and sa~e. by pr ept and exampl burdene~J with the number of sub • I false Rtandards and moral laxity show how li(f~ can b llv d slmpl j t, which it i. called upon to ar pla)·lng havoc with our homes l•r vely and b autlfully; a worl 
all d upon to and our hfldren ar ~ th ir first In whl h a •hol p ople cross nE>sume the re t r spon ibility of a1Jd mo t pitiful victims. the ta~ or history, trl d tn ethical lnetru ti n a w 11. ThP Juv nile d~liqu~ncy, a ph no - thousand tribulation , martyr d school f neith r willing nor pre- m non nlmo~t . unknown 8moni; ti, . h· 1111 and mind or man, b • flared to do it. J ws a generation ago, t. no .v, sa<l r mafning faithful to Its cov nat Group activities may, through to say, alm st too mu h in evi- nnd ft appoint d dcstiny; - a ri th proper (J ploitation of play and d n and our Juvenile courts are , c•olorful ·orld or patriar h , ~ag r er ation, X<' rcise • a hol om crowd d with Jewi h ' e r , J)roph t . dr am rs and moral influ nc- upon boy and ~iris who erred ancl Th, mind or the (•hlld, mo girls. But In our communities a , tray b c u somewh r along ing in u h a world, is st ~ped su h a •tlvitif'S are n lther suft'i ·- th line of th ir youthful pro r s. ~pl ndor a in an l ment, fentl. num rou or compr hensiv som one fail d to give th m th 1

• tirr d to mutation and is th• n purpo.-e!ul. tru dir lion and the stron"' help- I for . morally uplift d. There remalm1 therefore on in~ hand . 
1g ncy whf h is devotinl!'. it If Th r ligioue chool aims to be (Thi t th e <'Ond of a ~ompl tely to the moral education the strong h lpfng hand of de- . .-rte. of article by Rabbi or our . outh and which i~ con- v •loping , uth. It aim to nour- bba Hlll(•l Slh·<'r, Pre! tdent 
Unuousty and sci ntlflcally study-I' i h and gufd" tho In lpl nt • mo- of the Bun•au of .Jt"w l h ng the probl m- and that is the tlon of hfldhood and to dfr ct FAl u<'ntlon, whk h will appea • liglous school. the oun Ind thr ough the vague, W('(•ldy In The .Jewl h W ol'ld. ) 
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By Rabbi Abba Hill I s ·tv r 
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r tts history, its faith 
nod it~ literature ! 

Th imm cli t ly urgent tasl~ 
confronting Am rican Israel is to 
banish ignor nee trotn its m{dst. 
Our deadli t enemy is thP. un­
lettered Jew, whose ignorance 
leads to indifference or cynicism 

OUR URGENT 
TASK 

By Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 

1! or assimilation. \Ve need mor e 
fChools and better ~,..h:,ols ! More 
!eachers and bettnr teachers ! 
.,Jore t xt-books anc. better text­

Tore educated Jewish 
The first task which confront- Our religious schools, both the 

eel' the Jewish immigrants to this· Hebrew and the religious or Sun- la ·men ! 

country, whether of the earlier or day schools, are utterly inadequate. 1 Th Torah was not given to the 
of the more recent influx, was to Th re are not sufficient r.hool:1 I Hahbis al?no. ·we f re in d~nger I 
establish themselves economically. or class-rooms to care for e>ven of rclegatmg the pric less heritage I 
Their struggles and their . ubse- one third of the Jewish childhood <'f a people-or all the people- 1 

qnent rise to competence and se- population in the nite,l t t , of the mass s-to the ordained 
• a es. I 

rurity constitute a colorful and The curricula of these schools are nnd professional few. If Judai m 
impressh'e chapter in the annals rudimentary and faulty. Th"' time 

I 
i:'l to remain a democratic religion, I 

of American Israel. These immi- alloted to the religious education if it is not to de~enerate into 
I
f 

grants soon proceeded to organize of our children is also too short. ~n ecclesias ic~l hierar<:hy, it m~1 t I' 
their community life, to build We have a dishearteningly small I oe on the ba!'ns ot Jewish learnmg-. 
Hynagogucs, and philanthropic in- number of teachers who ar pro- r•roadly disseminated through all 
. titutiom1 for the car of their perly trained and equ(pped for re• ' the ranks and classes of 

poor and needy. ligious instruction. Ther exists 
I

t> ople. 

The American Jew can point a sad dearth of satisfactory text­
with pride to the eleemosynary books and tc-aching material. The 

(This is tb(' fifth of a crl 

institutions, - hospitals, orphan- financial support of the exi ting · of artkks b;r Rabbi .Abba 

ages, homes for the aged, asylums schools, oth r than tho e affiliated I Hilkl • ih·C'r, Prt' id<>nt or th 
nureau of ,J('w·~h :Edu ntiou, 

which will a1>p(•u.r we(•l<ly in 

and other relief agencies,-which with large Temples or Synagogues, 
he bnilded and endowed, prompted is scanty, sporatic and grudgingly 
by a high sense o[ duty and bro- given. Only a very few of our 

J f h 
Tlw J(•wish World.) 

therly love. He brought to this ew s communities hav • organ- 1 

work of alleviating want and suf- ized themselves to cope intelligent- 1 
fering among his fellow Jews not ly with this difficult and perplex­
only generosity and interest but ing situation. j 
olso social vision and scientific This is the most amazing anom- j 
thought. In many ways he was a aly in American J w-i 11 Ii e. Ed-1 
pioneer in the realms of social ucation was alway focal in tho 
service in this country. As re- lite or our people. '\Ve re called 
gards philanthropy, at 1 ast in it~ the P op) of th Book. Th, 
xternal and quantitive aspect2 prim.ary concern of a Jewish com­

Lhe task is fairly well acco1n- munity anywhere, in any epoch, 
1 li hed. was the maintenance or its re-

.. ot only for bls untortunate ligious s hools and its acarlemies 
brothers at home was the Amer- for llighel' edu ation . And th 
lean Jew a kindly and thoughtful 11rimary concern of Jewish paren s 
i,ro,,.ld r but for his brothers throughout the ages has b en to 
across the seas as well. The war r,rovid for the religious 
demonstrat d to what heiJ?hts of tion of their ch!ldr n. ~o sar­
sacrificial compassion the Amer- rifice was too great to accomplish 
fran Jew can rise when his kins- this end. The tudy of the Torah 
men, even though far removed took pr cedence in Jewish 
from him, are found to be in over all other communal purpo s 
danger and in want. including philanthropy. 

The American Jew has also not In America that which had been 
stinted of his sub tance in the central ha become periph ra.l and 
1earing of beautiful places of wor- in the midst of a multitude or 
1:1hip. He has erected and is erect- co tly and elaborate charitable 
ing noble sanctuaries, which in institutions, synagogues and t m­
their outer forms, body forth the ples, the Jewish school alone 
beauty of the faith which they stand unportioned inglorious an<l 
enshrin . neglect d. • 

But of one institution tn Jew- The Jewish community of Cleve-

ish llfe,--clearly t most im- land sp nets only 13 per e nt of 
nortant-the Am rican Jew has its community budget on Jewish 
been most disastrously neglecttnl. education. Because of which 
I refer to the Religious School. twelve thousand Jewish children 
The only agency, which a.Jon can in our city ar without any Jew­
insure the continuity of bis faith i8h training ! Because of which 
and of hi· ~l P •ific J wish social also two-thirds or the ne t genera­
"t f Prt •· i .... • •• •<I scant atten- tion o[ C'l veland J ¥ry will be 

utlcrl) 1cuorant of the content of 
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"Why Hebrew?" 
By Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 

ri of Arti-
• ilver Dealing 

Education. 

There are tho e who que tion 
th n e ity of teaching Hebrew 
t our boy and girl . 

Hebrew is the langua e of our 
p ople. Every child ought to 
know th Ian uage of his people. 

ontinuou ly through the ages 
the Hehr w langua e ha persisted 
a the vehicle of expre ion for 
the mind and oul of 1 rael. Even 

1 wh n it cea ed to be the poken 
lan ua of the people, it con­
tinu d a it literary language. 

t time , either for want of a 
te hni al vo abulary or for pur­
po of apologetic or propa­

anda, philo opher in Israel em­
ployed the vernacular in their 
writ:n . . Their work , howeve1·, 
were oon tran lated into the He­
hr w and the e translations pre­

rved th ir ,vork for Israel and 
for mankind. 

The Ian uag of Jewi h poetry, 
how ver, and of Jewi h prayer and 
J wi h law wa almo t always 
Hebr w; for the Hebrew word and 
phra. , trailing cloud of mem-
01 ie nd hi torical a o iation , 
m t ad quately and mo t preci e­
ly xpr ed the arm, intimate 
mood of J wi h life in all their 
~hading and nuance . 

p ople'. inmo t life and its 
piritual uniquene are minored 

in it Ian uage. To know a peo­
pl intimately and profoundly, one 
mu t kn w it language. 

The key to a people' repo itary 
of w: dom, beauty and experienc 
which w call literature, i it 
language. Without a knowledge 
of Hehr w the va t literature of 
our race remain forever an un­
di co,·ered continent to our chil­
dr n. Only a mall fraction of our 
po. t-Bibl: al literar , creation ha 
b en tran lated into Engli h, and 
at b t, tran lation are but pale 
r •fl ·tion of the original. 

H brew i not a dead language. 
It i a living growing and evolv- 1 
ing- peech. t i one of the offi­
cial language· of Palestine and i 
today employed by ten of thou­
and.- of Palestinian Jew as their 

mother tongue. It i the language 
of in truction throughout the en­
tir chool y tern of Palestine. In 
ther part of the world al o, par­

ticularly in tho e countries of Eu­
rop where our peopl enjoy the 
cultural autonomy of minority 
gr up , Hebrew i the language of 
in truction in many schooL. 

The Hebrew language and liter­
ature have enjoyed within the last 
g neration a remarkable renas­
cen e. Poet , e ayi t , noveli t , 
r :tic and hi torian have pro­

duced and are produ ·in in He­
brew, work of .-u h hi h merit 
that they can be compared favor­
ably with the be t literary produc­
tion of We tern Europe. The 
poetry of Bialik, Tch michovsky, 

oh n and hneor, the critical 
.:tudie and es ay of Achad 

. nd okolow. the works of 
tirt ion n renner. Perez and 
F i rberg, the hi torical research 
of I lawmer, Zeitlin, Bernfeld and 

himhoni are contributions to the 
lite1·ary trea ure-trove not alone 
of I rael but of mankind. 

ur hildren will forever i· main 
e tranged from this vital and dy­
namic world of Jewi h cultui-al 
a •hievement unle they are intro­
du d into it through a knowl dge 
of the Hebrew tongue. 

To be ur the mall amount of 
I Hebrew in truction which our hil­
dren re eive in the unday chool 
will not enable them to read our 
literature ancient and modern 
";th any degree of facility. The 
mor i the pity! But at lea t 
they will r ceive th k y to the 
language. At lea t th • will cat h 
omething o it rythm and it.­

life, of it color and it charm. 
l At lea t they will be able to un­
der tand their prayer ·-the an­
cient Hebrew prayer - an tified 
by c nturi of hol: a ociation 
for which no quivalent in tran -
lation an be found. t lea t they 
will exp rience a bond of uni n 
with Jewry through ut the world, 
who language of prayer r main 
t thi day the Holy Languag . 

Ther ar other chool in ur 
community-the Talmud Torah -
wherein more time i devoted to 
the tudy of Hebrew be au e the 
children attend th chool not 
once, but thr e or four and five 
tim , a w k after publi • cho 1 
h ur . ~ for p w r to them! 

Th ·hildr n rec iv in truc-
tion not only in r ligion. h:c and 

ewi h history, but al o in the 1 

H br w Jan Tuag and Jit raturc. 
The method u ~ed in the e schools 
a r th mo t mod rn and cientific. 
The te cher are in mo ·t in tan es 
ollege tra ·ned an ti all of them are 

ped go ically equipped to teach. 
The modem Talmud Torah is far 
r moved from the heder of olden 
day . It i an educational in ti­
tution operated on the be t ap­
proved tandards of administra­
tion, upervision and in truction. 

The mcrican boy or girl at­
t nding a Talmud Torah is en­
riched both culturally and spiritu­
ally. The ecular knowledge which 
th y acquire in the public chool 
i here upplemented by an in­
t n ive Jewi h knowledge which 
widen. their intellectual horizons, 
expand their personalit:es and 
integrates them more firmly into 
Jewi h life. 
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Th re are tho e who question the 
nece :ity of teaching Hebrew to our 
boys and girls. 

Hebrew i the language of our 
people. Eve1·y child ought to know 
the language of his people. 

Continuou ly th1iough the aO'es the 
Hebrew language has persisted as 

·the vehicle of expression for the 
mind and oul of I rael. Even when 
it ceased to be the poken language 
of the people, it continued as it 
lit rary language. At times, either 
for want of a technical vocabulary 
or for purposes of apologetics or pro­
paganda, philo ophers in I rael em­
ployed the vernacular in their writ­
ing . Their works however, were 
soon translated into the Hebrew and 
these translation pre erved their 
work for I rael and for mankind. 

The language of J ewi h poetry, 
;however, and of J ewi h prayer and 
Jewi h law wa almo t alway He­
brew; for the Hebrew word and 
·phrase trailing clouds of memories 
and hi torical as ociations, mo t ade­
•quately and most preci ely expre sed 
the warm, initimate moods of Jewi h 

• . life in all their delicate shadings and 
nuances. 

A people' inmo t life and its 
spiritual uniqu nes are mirrored in 
ita language. To know a people in­
timately and profoundly, one must 
know its language. 

The key to a people's repo itory of 
wisdom, b auty and experience which 
we call literatur , i it language. 
Without a knowledge of Hebrew the 
vast literature of our race remains 
forever an undi covered continent to 
our children. Only a small fraction 
of our post-biblical literary creations 
bas been translated into English, and 
at be t, translations are but pale re­
flections of the original. 

Hebrew is not a dead language. It 
is a living, growing and evolving 

peech. It is one of the official lan­
guages of Palestine and is today 
employed by tens of thou ands of 
Palestinian Jews as their mother 
tongue. It is the language of in tuc­
tion throughout the entire school sys-

THE JE 

t m of Pales:ine. In other part of language and literature. The meth­
the world al o, particularly in those od us d in these schools are the 
countrie of Europe where our peo- mo t modern and scientific. The 
pie enjoy the cultural autonomy of teachers are in mo t in tance col­
minority group Hebrew L the Ian- lege-trained and. all of them are 
guage of instruction in many chool . 1 pcdegogically equipped _to t ach. The 

The Hebrew language and lit ra- modern Talmud Torah 1 far remov~d 
mr have enjoyed within the last from the heder of olden day • It 1 ~ 

eneration a remarkable r nascence. an ducational in titution operated 
Poet , e . ayL ts, noveli ts, critics and on the be t approved. . tanda1·d of 
historian. have produced and are pro- administration, uperv1c:;1on and 
ducing in Hebrew, work of uch high truction. . 
merit that they can be compared The American boy or g_ll'l at~end­
Iavorably with th be~t literary pro- ing . uch a Talmud Torah 1. enriched 
ductions • of Western Europe. The both culturally and piritually. The 
poetry of Bialik, T hernichov ky, Co- !'>Ccular knowledge which they acquire 
hen and hneor the critical tudie I in the public school is here upple­
and es ays oi chacl Ha- m and m nted by an inten ive Jewish know!­
, okolow, th works of fiction of edge which widen their intellectual 
Brenner, Perez and Feierberg, the I horizon , expand _their personali_ties 
historical re earch of Klau. ner, Zeit- and integrates them more firmly mto 
lin, Bernfeld and Shimhoni are con- Jewi h life. 
tribution to the literary treasure- ·-------
troves not alone of Israel but of man­
kind. 

O'ur children will fore er remain 
e. trang d from thi • vital and dyna­
mic world of J wi~h cultural achieve­
ment unle they are introduced into 
it through a knowl dge of the He­
brew tongue. 

To b sure, the small amount of 
Hebrew instruction which our chil­
dren receive in the Sunday school 
will not enable them to read our 
literature, anci nt or modern, with any 
d 0 gree of facility. The more is the 
pity! But at lea t they will receive 
th key to the language. At least 
th y will catch something of its 
rythm and it life, of it color and 
its charm. At least they will be able 
to understand their prayer -the an­
cient Hebrew prayers-sanctified by 
centuries of •holy a ~oc iations, for 
which no equivalent in translation 
can be found. At least they will ex- ' 
periment a bond of union with Jewry 
throughout the world , who e Ian- I 
guage of prayer remains to this day · 
the holy language. 

T,here are other school. in our com­
munity- tJhe Talmud Torahs-where­
in more time i devot d to the study 
of H brew becau e the children at- . 
tend the e chool not once, but ,

1

. 

three and four and five time. a week , 
aft r public school hours. More 
oower to them! 

The e children receiv 
"lot only in religion, ethic and Jew­
; h hi tory, but al o in the Hebrew 
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OUR URGENT TASK 

By Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
•++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
The fiI t ta k , 'hich ·onf ronted and quipp d f r ligiou in tr 

th J wi h immigrants to thi coun- tion. Ther ex a ad dearth 
ati a to1 ,. tex ok and teach 

try, whether of the earlier or of the lat ri 1. The financial upport of 
; the recent influx, was to e tabli h e existing chools, other than 
then elve e onomically. Th ir strug- ose affiliated with large temp] "' or 
gles and th ir uh equent ri e to ynagogu , i scanty poratic and 
ompet nee and security con titute a rudgingly en. Onl] a ery f \ 

<iiolorful and impre sive chapter in f our J wi communiti have or 
th annal f Am ri an I ta 1. The anized them lve to o,N intelli­
immigrant soon proc eded to organ- gently with thi diffi ult and p 1 .. 

ize their community lifie, to build p1exing situation. 
ynagogue , and philanth opic in- This i the most amazing anom 
titutions fo1· the care of their poo1· in American Jewish life. Educa i 

and needy. was alway iocal in th lifie 
The Am rican Jew can point with people. We are called th 

pride to the eleemo ynary institu-- of the Book. The primary 

I 
tions,-ho pita] , orphana.ges, . horn s of a Jewish community any 
for the aged, asylums and other re- any poch, a the maint 

1 lief agencies,-which he builded and its religiou chool and it 

I endowed, prompted by a high sen e • mies for higher edu ation. And the 
of duty and brotherly love. Be primary cone m of Jewi h ar nt. 
brought to this work of alleviating tht oughout th a Iha b en to 
want and uff ering among his fellow provide for the 1 iou education 
Jew not only generosity and inter- of their childr n. o acrifice wa. 
e t but also social vi ion and den- too great to accompli h thi end. 
tific thought. In many ways he was The tudy of the Torah took p1·ec -
a pioneer in the realms of social dence in Jewi h life ov r all othe1 
se~vice in this country_. _As regard l . ommunal urpo e in ·luding philan­
philanthropy, at lea t m its xternal tb10 . 
and quantitative a pect , the task i In America that whi ·h had be n 
fair]y well accomplished. central ha become peiipheral and 

Not only for hi unfortunate in the midst of a multitude of co 
brother at home was the American and elaborate charitahl►e in tituti 
Jew a kindly and thoughtful provider synagogue and temple , the Je 
but for hi brothers across the ea school alon stand unportion d, in­
a well. Th war demonstrated to glo iou and negl cted. 
what heights of sacrificial compa ... I The Jewi h communi f 
ion the Am rican J w can 1--i. e when land p nd only 13 p t 

his kin n n even though far remov d community hudg t on h educa-
from him, are found to be in dan- tion. B cau e of which 1 0 • Jew-
ger and in want. i h hHdr n in our dt thout 

Th A • n J al o no any J wLh training! e of 
tint d of u b ta the I ar- wh i h al two third of the next 

ing of 1 pla ~ orship. g neration of Cl v Ian wiU 
He has and i no e tter]y i o nt of 
san tuui i h • • • wi h Hf i faith 
form bo • nd it Ii 
faifu • · · • 

But 
life,-
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p1 icie to the eleemos.·nary :n~titu­
t on. - hospital , 01phanages, hom s 
1or the ag-ed, asylums and other 
reli f a gencies-which he builded 
and nclowed, p1ompted by a high 
. cnse of duty and brotherly love. 
He brou 1·ht to this ·work of allev­
iating want and suffering among 
his fellow Jews not only genero ·-

Th' first task which confronted ity and interest, but also soc·a1 
the .Jewish immigrants to this vision and scientific thought. In 
{'Otiniry, whether of the earlier or many ways he was a pioneer in 
oi the more recent influx, was the realms of social service in this 
to establish themselves economi- c·ountry. As regard philanthropy, 
cally. The:r struggles and their at lea<:t =n its external and quan­
sub. equent rise to ompetence and titati\'e aspects. the task is fairly 
ecurity constitute a colorful and well acc:omplished. 

impressive chapter in the annals Not only for his unfortunate 
of American Israel. These immi- brothers at home wa the Ameri­
grants soon proceeded to organize can Jew a kindly and thoughtful 
their community life, to bu:ld syn- provider, but for his brothers 
agogs, and philanthropic institu- aero s the seas as well. The war 
tions for the care of their poor demon trated to what heights of 
and needy. I sacrificial compass:on the Ameri-

The American Jew can point with can Jew can 1·ise when his kins-

m<'n, e, n thoug-h far remov<:d '• chool 0 1· cla room· to care 
fro m h·m ar found to be rn ev n one-third of the Jewish 
dang-er and in want. Lh ildhoorl population in the nitcd ' 

The Amel'ican J w has also not .. tat s. 'l he curricula of the e I 
sti nt ed of hi substance in the ·chools arp rudimentary and faulty. 
rearing f beautiful places of wor- ThP tinw a lloted to the rcligiou. I 
~h ip. He ha erected. and is_ erec.t- cduc.-ation If our c:hildren :s all too I 
ing· noble sanctuarie , wh,1ch lll short. \\"c have a dishearteningly 
their outer forms, body forth the small numb r of t achers who are 
beauty of the faith which the) prnperly t rained and equipped for 1 

c•nsh rine. l r lig-iou instruction. There ex-
But of one institution !TI Jewish i ts ~ :::n I dea1·th of atisfactory 

Jife-c:learly the most important- text-bool s and teaching mater:al. 
t he American J w has been mo t j The fil ,cial :upport of the ex­
<lisastrou ·ly neglectful. I refer t o istin g· hools, other than those 
the religi ous school. The only afiiliatecl with large temples or 
a gency whi ch alone can inc;urc t~e synag? . is scanty, sporatic and 
c ntinuity of h's faith and of his rudgm y given. Only a very 
f pec:ific Jewish social . efforts, h~s I fl v of ,u_r Jewish communities 
rcc:e i,· d scant attent10n at his ha, e or· n zed them elves to cope 
hands. in ellige ly with this difficult and 

Our religious schools, both the I p1 , plexh.i.:- situation. 
Hebrew schools and the religi~u- This is the most amazing anom-

1 or un<lay schools, are utterly_ rn- · I, in A '11 rican Jew:sh life. Ed- I 
adequate. There are not suffic:ent u ation , t s alwayi:; focal in the 

---------------------------------== 
1
li e of o r people. We are called 
die People f the Book. The pri­
mary conct rn of a Jewish com­
munity an., where, in any epoch, 
~as the maintenance of its relig­
ious school and it academies for 
higher education. And the pri­
mary concern of Jewish parents 
throughout the age has been to 
provide for the religious education 
of their children. o sacrifice was 
too great to accomplish this end. 
The study of the Torah took prece­
dence in Jewish life over all other 
communal purposes including phil­
anthropy. 

In America that which had been 
central has become peripheral and 
in the midst of a multitude of 
co_stly and laborate charitable in­
st tutions, synagog and temples 
the Jewi h school alone stands un~ 
portioned. inglorious and neglected. 

I

. The Jewish community of leve­
land. pen only 13% of its com-
11;unity budget on Jewish educa­
tion. Because of which 12 000 
J <:wish ch" ldren in our city 'are 
without any _Jewi: h training! Be­
cause of which also two-thirds of 
the next generation of leveland 
J wry will be utterly ignorant of 
the content of Jewi h life of its 
history, its faith and its lil~rature ! 

The i_mmediately urgent task 
conf rontmg American Israel is to 
ban: h ignoran ·e from its midst. 
Our deadliest en my :u, the un­
i ttered !eV:, whose ignorance 
I ads to md1fference or cynicism 
or assimilation. We need more 
schools and better schools! More 
teacher· and better teachers! More/ 
text-books and better text-books! 
More educated Jewish laymen! 

T~e Torah was not given to the 
rabbis al~ne. We . are in danger 
of relegatmg the priceless heritage 
f a people-of all the people-of 

th masses-to the ordained and 
prof .ssional few. If Judaism is to 
!'cmam a democratic religion, if it 
1 not to degenerate into an 
ecde iasticaI hierarchy, it must be 
on the b~s1. ~f Jewish learning 
bro·1dlv d!ssemmated through all 
the rnnk and classes of our 
people. 

LBERT FUR CO. FORMAL 
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Jewish Education 
HERE was a time in Jewish 

hi tory when the di cu sion 
of Jewi h education wa 
totally unnecessary. Jewi h 
education wa a um d to be 
almo t an axiom in Jewi h 

life; it wa elemental, th re wa no 
J ewi h community anywhere in the 
world which did not have its full quota 
of school and teacher . Ther wa n't 
a Jewi h household wherein the educa­
tion of children didn't take primacy 
over every other conside1·ation in that 
home. 

But recently that ha not been the 
case in American Jewi h life. In this 
land primacy wa given to philan­
thropy, econdary consideration wa 
given to the ynagogue and the temple, 
and only the la t consideration wa 
given to th problem of Jewi h educa­
tion, with the re ult that while our 
communitie are almost everywhere 
plendidly organized from a philan­

thropic point of view, having their 
quota of ho pitals and orphanage and 
home for the aged and relief agencie 
and recreational agencie ; while mo t 
of our communitie have their plen­
did ynagogues and temple ; there 
i n't one community in the United 

tate that i adequately provided with 
school for Jewi h children and with 
schools for the training of Jewi h 
teacher . 

And we are confronted by the ad, 
and to my mind, menacing situation 
that two-third of our junior popula­
tion, two out of every th1·ee Jewish 
children of chool age in the nited 

tate , receive ab olutely no Jewish 
education, eith r in Sunday school, 
Sabbath chool, Talmud Torah, pri­
vate chool, or instruction at horn . 

Proaperity Won't Save 

In other words, two-third of th 
rising generation which i to be the 

ewi h people of thP nit cl tat s in 
another decad or two i being r ared 
into an ab olute ignorance of all the 
values, the anctiti , the verities, th 
tradition , the loyaltie , the nthusi­
asm , of Jewi h life, and it i to that 
generation thu untutor d and, in 
thing J wi h, unlettered, that we are 
going to be called upon to turn over 
all the e in titutions and all the 
synagogue and temple which we 
hav built and are building with o 
much cost of energy and ubstance. 

Prosperity will not ave us-that i 
almo t a platitude-but we probably 

By Abba Hillel Silver 
do not realize that even our yna­
gogues will not save u . 

Now you might a k me: Why Jewi h 
education? Why isn't the public 
chool and the high chool, the ecular 

education which our children receive, 
sufficient for them? 

In the firt place, we need J ewi h 
education because the children them-
elves need it. Our child1·en are growing 

up in a non-Jewish environm nt, and 
they are growing up- as Jews-unedu­
cated. They are growing up in an envi­
ronment the majority of which i not 
friendly. Finding themselves in uch 
an environment, our children will 
adopt one of two attitudes: they will 
either be intimidated by that environ­
ment, cowed, beaten, made to feel 
a hamed of them elves, apologetic, or 
they will adopt an attitude of dignity, 
they will face their world courage­
ously, as Jews. 

And then we need Jewi h education 
because America demand it of u , 
because we can make our finest con­
tribution to the totality of American 
life by being our elves, by refining 
that culture and laying it upon the 
altar of the common American life. 

Israel Doea Not Want to Die 

And there i a third rea on for 
Jewi h education, and that i our own 
rea on a Jew . Why hould we, after 
having traversed the centuries and the 
continents, after having endured o 
much for a great ideal- why hould 
we h re, on the e plea ant hore , in 
this land of freedom, seek to de troy 
our elve ? And wh n we do not 
train our children we ar igning 
our death-warrant. It ha taken 
thirty centurie to prepare th food of 
life for our people, and our children 
haven't even the mouth with which 
to eat that food, the eye with which 
to r ad the letter of our literature 
the c:.ir" to catch th ace nt of m· 
peech. I rael doe not want to di . 

I don't wi h to die, a a Jew. 
And la tly, we need J ewi h educa­

tion becau e mankind till need the 
Jew. The geniu of our race i not to 
be found o much in r ating thing 
out of nothing; the geniu of our rac 
i to be found in this, that it wa abl 
to take the valu whi h other peopl 
produced, and refine them, purify 
them, levate them, 1·einterpret them, 
and give forth to mankind what was 
really a new value, a new idea, a new 
truth. 
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, hat ha kept the Jew trong 
through the age ? What ha kept him 
strong in the mid t of tho e dirty, 
filthy ghetto lan ? What ha kept 
his pirit from br aking in th mid t 
of tho endle exile and migration ? 
The Yellow Badge? The Inqui ition? 
The Autos-da-fe? The ru ade ? Th 
honor of the Black Plagu ? Th 
Blood Accu ations? The Ho t De -
cration charge ? The well-poisoning 
charge ? The pogrom ? The ma -
acres? What ha kept this people a 

pioneering people throughout the ages, 
a pathfinder, a light-giver, a torch­
bearer? The chool , not the wealth! 

Who Are Our Heroes 

We never could count on armie • to 
def end us. Who are our heroe ? '\ e 
cannot point to a argon, or a Xerxe , 
or a Hannibal, or a Ghengi Kahn, or 
an Alexander, or a apoleon. Our 
Jewi h heroes are Moses, Isaiah, Jere­
miah, Hillel, aadia, Maimonide , Y -
huda Halevy, pinoza-the e are our 
heroe , men of the Book. We mu t 
put first thing fir t, and that i why 
it i o ab olutely important that w 
get a new type of leader hip into Jew­
i h life. 

There was a time in American Jew­
i h life when all that wa required 
for a J ewi h leader wa wealth to 
give and a good heart to prompt th 
g1vmg. That i no longer nough. 
The new type of leader mu t enter 
the arena of J ewi h life equipped with 
Jewi h learning, or at least with a 
great ympathy for Jewi h learning, 
for J ewi h cultur and value , with a 
gr at sympathy for all that i going 
on in the J ewi h world. 

We are on the thre hold of a mar­
v lou ra in J wish life in America. 
Let u turn our attention to tho e 
thing which are really the heart of 
Jewry. L t u e tabli h more and 
more Hillel Foundation , and then 
turn our attention to our own commu­
nities and build up their chool and 
teachers and make po sible the im­
provement of our curricula and th 
publication of textbook which we re­
quire. 

W are at the very beginning of 
thing . If th B'nai B'rith, on of 
the old i, on of th finest Jewi h 
organization in America, will turn 
it att ntion to thi problem, I am 
ur that it will be doing omething 

of a hi toric character, it will be fa h­
ioning a new age in Jewi h lif . 



NE HAND riveted to his cap 
to guard it from sacrileg­
ious attack, the other clutch­
ing the remains of a slice 
of st1-udel, a small boy 
strained himself high as be 

could on tiptoes and with wide eyes 
devoured the moving spectacle before 
him. 

In the Jittle town of Zvanetz in the 
Province of Podolia death had struck 
down the K'sontz, high dignitary of 
the Orthodox Greek Catholic Church 
of Russia, and now hundreds marched 
with measured tread behind the car­
riage that crept toward the last rest­
ing place for the dead. 

The boy could just see over a shoul­
der covered by a frowzy shawl and his 
lips parted at the glory of the coloring. 

As the new surge of sensation at 
things bright and beautiful and won­
derful took possession of him, the boy 
unconsciously relaxed the pressure of 
the guardian hand upon his cap only 
to clutch it more tightly a moment 
later. Sad experience had taught him 
that some stealthy Gentile urchin 
might snatch the cap from his head 
and leave him-like a goy-uncovered 
before his God. 

A Jew never appears uncovered. 
Hershel had known that from earliest 
memory when, at the age of three and 
a half, he had been picked up by his 
father and carried to Cheder. He knew 
that just as he knew that a Jew must 
have nothing to do with a crucifix, or 
that he must never touch Hazzer. 

Hazzer! The mere thought that it 
was this animal, the pig, which had 
desecrated the Temple of Jerusalem, 
time and time again had arou ed him 
to pious crusade. In such moments 
he would arm him elf with the long 
green switch so carefully trimmed for 
him by a doting aunt and march off 
to the rickety pile of small timber on 
the way to the river where lived the 
fat sow and her brood of little pigs. 
There, with cries of "Hazzerl Hazzer!" 
he would lay about him with the 
switch and shout with victory as the 
little pigs scattered. He would chase 
them and cha e them, and only when 
the brood sow would rise from her 

ooze of mud behind the rickety wood­
pile would he scurry for shelter. 

Of the sow he was afraid. From 
her he always ran. But each time he 
ran he vowed vengeance. Some day 
he was sure his vengeance would be 
achieved. And when that should come 
to pass he knew that his grandfather 
Alter way up in heaven would be 
very pleased. 

Hershel's grandfather had been a 
great man; of this the boy was posi­
tive. For, to say nothing of the eid­
er's piety, had he not been six feet 
four inches tall, and had he not with 
ease been able to pick up two Goyini, 
one in each hand, and pound their 
heads together if they so much as dared 
cast a slur at a Jew? 

Hershel was born some time after 
the death of his grandfather. But 
Thursday mornings he would get up at 
daybreak to watch his mother make 
bread for the abbath and then he 
would sit in rapt attention while she 
talked of the exploits of her father, 
"A lter-de1·-s htarker"-Al ter-the-strong. 

As she talked, she would with magic 
touch now and then transform little 
pats of dough into intriguing shapes 
and put them in the oven for him. Be­
ing small, they baked quickly and soon 
were brought out for him to munch. 
The mother's magic made the stories 
about his grandfather Alter the more 
absorbing. 

Hershel's brothers and sisters slept 
during these mornings. But for Her­
shel, attendance at these breadmak­
ings was as much of a rite as was his 
di tribution of the Friday night can­
dles after his motncr had given them 
their whispered blessing. 

"Mother," he asked one morning, 
"I'm going to grow up like grand­
father Alter. I will, won't I, mother?" 

"Yes, surely, if you're a good boy." 
He was silent a moment. "Must I 

be very good?" 
She smil d gently "Very very 

good." 
Again he wa ilent for a time, 

munching. Then, wistfully, "I wish 
my name were Alter, like his." 

She stooped and pressed her lips 
against hi fore head. 

"Why, child, you were named after 
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your grandfather. His name was 
Hersh, too, but they changed it to Alter 
when he wa a baby." 

And then she proceeded to lead him 
through a very ancient and 1ny ter­
ious ceremonial. 

"He was very, very ick. o ick 
that his father and mother knew that 
God wanted him, too. So what could 
they do? They just changed his name 
to Alter. That settled everything. For 
then God could have him, and his 
father and mother could have him, too. 
Then God took Hersh away for Him­
self and his father and mother had 
Alter left for themselves. And that's 
how it came about." 

This was very impressive to the boy 
and he sat thoughtfully munching. 
Finally he spoke. 

"If my name were Alter, too, I know 
if any goyim did anything I could just 
pick them up one in each hand like he 
did and-" 

She drew another of the delicacies 
from the oven for him. 

"There, there, child, you'll be like 
your grandfather. Just b a good 
boy." 

Hershel sighed and munched on. 
Yes, Hershel was going to be just 

like his hero. And of course if he 
were going to grow up to be so big 
and fine a man he couldn't permit any­
one to snatch his cap from his head 
and leave him uncovered. Only goyirn 
went about with bare heads! 

So now, in the crowd that watched 
the procession, he clutched his cap 
still more tightly and as the frowzy 
shoulder changed position he squirmed 
forward into the open and stood in 
the very front row of the throng that 
lined the cobblestone street. 

In the very front line hi eyes grew 
wider still. He saw tall patriarchs 
with heavy beards and long white 
cloaks with gold braid. He saw short, 
wiry figures whose measured tread 
kept propelling the hems of their long 
robes and raising little spurts of dust. 
Cavalry in white uniforms with patent 
leather boots and long sabers. Cos­
sacks in all their wild splendor loom­
ing up in grotesque proportion to their 
small horses. Banners with strange 
insignia in the Russian he had not yet 
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