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The Census of ~eligious iodies reoently issued by the United 

States Department of Commerce gives the Jewish population in the 

United States as over four millions. Thie is an amazing and 

th aasagli!!.r gratifting fact. A half century ago our number did 

not exceed two hundred and fifty thousand. This has now been 

multiplied i~':.~fold. The Jewish community of the United State.a • 

now represents the largest in the world and 'tie~ ~ ~i~ 
311 -~.._.. 

1
' wt . ~ { ..,.....,..,_.;:r~~iit ... has no in our history. F· , 

~ ~ 
me dfd so large ,-.Ht,J•••~ in any one place enjoy that 

~ measure of political equality an economic opportunity• 

~ala es that remarkable degree of prosperity hich the American 
S ~ I - -1 Jew.- ~ 1pity 1 i aow- enjoying~, 
,4 c,%} ' (Wt. ~ .. .M· 

___ ~ are secure against immediate or eve 
ti /2,! I 

assimilation. 

A community of four million souls does not and can not quickly 

assimilate. Even if all other preservative factors were wanting, 

the v. inertia of the mass would conserve it for a considerable 

~ of time. Inter-marriage and apostasy w~Qe more than pff­

set by the normal birth rate. Of course a rO'lzp-survival ~ upon 

inertia is a drab and inglorious affair. nothing in the present 

s tus of American Israel actually points to such an eventuality • 

.j,'t J.t is well to keep the fact of ~ ... ~...,..,,. ecuri}Q,al~en _. 

tmaz11es lerae1. in mind,jcr /Jy so oing we shall ain a new~ 

spective on our position in this country. 

our attention from hasty and desperate efforts at survival,whioh 
fMJ 1A 

are no longer imperative to a more patient, long-rangec!":)program of 
I 
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national economy. 

American Jewry 1s no longer in imminent danger of absorption. 

Nor does the American Jew manifest any alarming tendencies towards 

self-annihilation. 

the~um er o synagogues 
I 

and by the hundreds of schools, ity centers and •ttsr cultural 

~ energy, enthusiasm,and~tf institutions -whic re resent 

' the American Jew is far from 
I 

seeking aaaimil&•i•• 1s4 self-effacement. 

In fact the American Jewish community~ today fthe most alert and 

creative in the world, Palestine excepted. 

But hile there is strength in numbers, 

=w "'l1""~rt-thy of' ue. Ualeaa 

ao.d cre rtive role 

, we shall drift through a 

lack-luster e istence to~ 

Je in the days immediately ahead 

of us to the integration of our community life, to the cultural,/ 

,157# aa•nt of our people through Jewish education and to the up­

building of Palestine. 

The cessation of immi ration has not been an unmixed evil to 

our people here and the Jewish historian not be unmindful of 

this fact. It is giv~ing American Jewry a breathing-spel~-- a 
' 

chance to organize a~• •e tegca•e its own life, 

necessary a~justmentsran to i~~===1:11t1:r::,isN1i1•18&~~~Q-Ua.,UM~m!tt-nf-t'~ 

the American scene.~ enabling ue to dvance rom ,ttl~&II.AHff 

to cultural and spiritual aaj~el■oaie 



_,,~~ .. ·--.Iii~ ~~-

~ ~{ 
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,,:;; _ The ~of our -&ililiW ... ~ activities is no longer monopolized 

by charity and social service. In fact Jewish social service is now / 

~r*" for a new orientation and a new philosophy. Increasi gly 
~ ,, ,~lr~"II 

the problems of how to adapt the essential ~,w.t:~ values, to the ,. 
essenft~:i: ,'va.i.uee of Ame~ican civilization a,g4t to stimulate 

~reative Jewish life i.rJl teie 18:Mi are claimin our attention. 

-...____ The best 1'S½uif)a of American Jewry :I.a-now kcustl/r, ..i.h: jlf' upon 
I 

Jewish education, not merely as a means of group survival but as a 

means of revitalizing our life for a splendid career of creative 
~)tM,A• 

achievement/ in ~e futau-~,, It would be ignoble of land unworthy 
~~~ 1t n J , or( I' 

of our ~eiloie past were wej the 1~@&& a~d r-icbea:t •~UAi--&.y e- tue 
GA •crl1, merely to ~.1.t here, exploiting the material opportunities 

of this land., deriving no spiritual stimulation from its unique 

civilization and contributing not at all to its spiritual assets. 

Such has not been the way of our people elsewhere. Through Jewish 
,, (/A I 

education we w~ not only J' conserve that which the mind and heart 
,~ IAi, ~ ...... . .__,,_,v 

of Israel achieved of truth and ,l5!'E'Qty through the ages, we wiab t,e. 
/ 

transmit the):' togethe_r with 
. -

our precious racial memories to the 

generations to come in order 
-- - ~ --:----, 
·~ their inspira-

tion live worthily and add to the unfolding life of Israel and,-_ 

America. 

The near future the final liquidation of the 

Zionist controversy which has disturbed American Jewish life for 

more than a generation. This controversy is already well nigh extinct, 

except where ~ embittered doctrinaires persist in keeping it alive. 

• The report of The Joint Palestine Survey Commission recently 

publiehed
1
.-i its acceptance with some modification by the General 

Council of the Zionist Organization and the prospect of~ early 
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organization of the fxtended Jewish Agency should usher in a new 

era of unified and whole-hearted enterprise in behalf of the up­

building of Palestine. 

It would be an historic calamity of collosal magnitude were 

Israel to forego the millenial opportunity now afforded of re­

habilitating our ancient homeland and of establishing there a 

vigorous and progressing Jewish commonwealth. The next few decades 

will indicate whether as a people we possess vision, courage, the 

faith of the pioneer and national sagacity or whether we have become 

hopelessly enfeebled, provincial, spiritually dowdy and demoralized, 

dead to an heroic challenge and a superb adventure. 

hatever motive may prompt the various elements of our people 

~ enlist4 themselves in the cause of Palestine, the present hour 

demands unity of counsel and action and a splendid generosity of 

spirit and substance on the part of all. One may be moved by national-. 
t,. 

istic asp•rations, mother by cultural ideals, a third by a humanitarian 

impulse, a fourth by a prophetic social vision, and still another by 

the dream of a new Palestine as the intellectual meeting-place of 

Europe and Asia, the entrepbt of the spiritual values of ,ast and/,,est -

Whatever the particular appeal to the individual may be, there ought 

no to take place a pooling of interests, an exchange of ideas and a 

merger of resources for the one great objective - the revivification 

of Palestine. 

1't-/,;,, -ti, ~ -lo~, --d. ~ ~-~ ~ [;£-rid 

~--~1viA,l>-~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 7 
~~; "~-e ~~ ~ )~<lP.~-~ 

~ ~ (). y..,_( I~•~ t.f. ...,cP.,~ ~~. 
F awf. i.w..--e.J.~~r- ~ p-vrl/4... 



Th C nus of r 11 iou bodies r cently 1 ued by th Jnited 

t tee p rtment of Co eroe ives t e 1 h po ul tion int 

United t tee s over four mi lion . Thi 1 n • a in nd 

r tifyin f ct . Ahlf centu.Ty o our n ber did not exceed 

to hundred n fifty thou nd . Thi h s no b en multiplied ixteen-

fold . The Jewi h co unity of the nit d 

1 rest in the orld · n its henouen'l 1ncr 

t no represents the 

no · r 11 l in 

our history . h t i ven ore r • tif in 1 t · t t n tim 1 80 

l r n ber of J sin n one 

politic 1 e u ity nd conomio o 

1 oe njoy th" t 

ort ity d th 

ure of 

bl degr e 

of pro _erity hioh he eric n e 

The heer size o the J 1 h 

e e eeour 1n t 1mme 1 te o 

re to Y• 

ti 18th 11 f th t 

1 t nil tion. 

community f fo ur million oul do n t n d c n not uic rly 1 11 te . 

Even if 11 other pr s rv tive f otor er nt , th r y 1nerti 

of the mass oul con erve it or con 1 r .. bl riod of ti • 

. Inter- m rri nd pot y re mor th n of .et by t h nor · l birth 
# 

rte. Of cour e 1 

inglorious ff ir . ut nothin in th re ent t tu of 

r b nd 

e r1o Ir el 

otu lly point 0 uo n .ventu 11 ty. 

It 1 ell to eep t h ot of our rel tiv eourity in in . 

By BO doin e h 11 • in new er eoti ve on our o 1t1on in t 1 

country. It 111 help u t urn our ttention from h ty n esper te 

efforts t surv1v 1, hich e no 1 n er imper tiv, to more p tient, 

lon - r d C ul t1ve pro r of n tion 1 eoonom . 



-- 2 -

Amerio Je ry 1 no l oner 1n 1 1nent d n er of b orpt1on. 

or does the merio Je m 1fest y l min tendencies to de 

self- nihil tion. Judgin by the as tound1n number of yn o ues 

built recently, - inore se of fifty per oent in th l st deo e -

d by the hundreds of sohoole, community o nters ' nd oultur l 

institutions hioh have sprun up d hich represent Jewish ener y, 

enthusiasm, d r oup-loy lty the ric n J 1 f r fro seeking 

self-eff• ement. Inf t the J ish oo unity tod y is 

the most lert d er t1ve in the orl ,-Pal stine excepted. 

em y f e our 1 edi te future in hope nd confidence. 

But hile there i 

Our numerical stren th 

tren h in number, there 1 lso e knee . 

y elude u into the f·tuoue belief th t 

e re perm ently ecure, th t our ulk insure our erpe t -

tion. Nothin could be furth r from t he truth. ·he rel ntless 

ttritione oft me h ve in the pet orn don ny a l ar d 

prosperous J , ieh community wh1oh d1d not .ovide in heroic 

nd deli er'te m er for its preserv tion . ize has never been 

our eopl ' rm ture. Our experieaoe h · thermor t 

th t there r no hi tor1o fore ~ o inexor ble in their corrosive 

oper tions pon our oli ri ty, r. ,. n"cin b o use o subtle, e 

"'reedom pro,:> (') ri ty .•... 

Unless e develop r .. tion·l pro r 

life, unlee e perfect teohni ue 

deliver u f r om h upr n ly 1 11 tive 

of djustment to m r1o 

111 on th on h nd 

forces bout us, nd on 

the other h n permit u to h re ully nd ere t1vely in the 

spiritual and intelleotu 1 prooe sea of Am rio LO lif e, sh 11 drift 
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thro h loner or ~ horter prod of l c -lu ter exi tenoe to a cer­

tain and 1neluot ble oo . 

Or best thou t houl b evoted in the ~Y 1mmedi tely 

he d of u to th 1nte r ation of our co unit life, to the 

cul tur dpt tion of our eo le throu h Je ieh eduction nd to 

the upbuildin of P lestine. 

The oe eation of im i r t1on he not been n unmixed evil to 

our eople here and th Je ish hi tori ie not unm1ndfu 

f t. It 1 ivin ric Je ry bre thin -spell -

f this 

a oh nee 

to or nize its on life, to m ke its neoees y just nt to 

the Am rio~ nvironment n to velo tho ht- tterne ore 

clo ely corr pondin t the m r1c eoene. or on 
' 

it 1 

n bl in u t dv noe from yen 08 ent to cultur 1 

nd spirituc;;..l ntere ts. b field 0 rou ot1v1ties is 

no lon er monopolized by oh rit d oi 1 erv1oe. Inf ot 

Je ieh ooi 1 ervioe 1 no forced to look bout or new 

orient tion nd n philo oph. Incre sin ly the roblems of 

ho to timul te or tive J 1 h life nd ho to d pt the eseenti 

oultur 1 v lues of our 0 1 to the essenti 1 cultur 1 v lues of 

rio n 41W1liz tion re cl imin our ttention. 

Th b st minds of rio n J ry hould no be ooueeed u on 

Je 1 h duo tion, not merely m n of roup surviv 1 but 

me""n of r vit lizin our 11 e for plendid o reer of oreative 

ohieveme·nt in thi 1 nd . It ould be 1 noble o u n un orthy 

of our loriou p st ere e, th mot f vored by fort e o 11 

Ir el, merely to live h re, exploitin the teri 1 opportunities 

of thi l and, er1v1n no piritur l timul'tion from its unique 

oivili tion nd con ributin not t ' 11 to its spirit 1 seeta. 

1 



Such he not been th y of our eople el e here. Throu Je ieh 

eduo t1on e u t not only con erv h·t hioh the ind h rt 

of Ier el oh1 ved thro h the e of truth nd ood.n s n 

be uty, but e u t 1 o tr n. it t.em to ther t our pr cioua 

r 1 1 me oriee to the ener tion t c e in order t t by th 1r 

inspir tion they mi ht live orthily nd dd to the unfol in life 

of Ier el nd of .rio • 

The near future should lso ohieve the .in 11 ui tion of 

the Zionist oontroversy hich he disturbed erio n e 1 h life tor 

ore th ener tion. Thi controver y 1 lre y ell n1 h 

extinct, except here embittered d00tr1n·· 1re s per 1st in ee in it 

· live. 

The report of e Joint P e tine urvey C 1 ion recently 

published, its ce 1th ome o if.io tion by the G n r l 

Council of the Zioni t i ro peot o n ly 

org niz tion o! the extended J 1 h hould u her in ne 

er of unified n hole-he rted ent r rise in beh l of th up­

bu1ld1n of Palestine . 

It ould b hi torio o 1 ity of oollo 1 m nitude er 

Iara l to fore o th milleni 1 op ort it no ffor e o r -

habilit tin our noient hom 1 n ·nd of est·bli bin th re 

vi orous nd pro re in e h common e 1th. Th next few dee s 

111 indic te hether o es 1s1on, cour , th 

f 1th of the n tin oit or hether h v b come 

hopelessly enfeebled, rov1no1 l, iritu lly do dy d oralized, 

e d to n heroio oh llen e d up rb dventure. 

ht ver otive my prompt the v rious elements of our eo le 

to enli t themselves in the o use of P leatine, th present hour 

dem....._~~ 1ty of coun el n otion nd • plendid en roeity of 
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p1r1t nd ub tc.noe on t he rt of 1. One y be moved by n tion 1-

1 tic · spir tin , ·nether by cultur 1 1 e 1 , third by h nito.ri n 

1, pulse, ourth b pronhe tio oc1- 1 v ion, • nd till nother by 

the dre of ne tin the ntelleotu 1 meetin - pl e of 

urop nd A 1 , the ntr ot of the sp1ritu 1 v .lues of et nd 

eat - hat ver t he p' ticul "•.r ppea.l to t e i nd1v1du 1 m y be, there 

o ht no to t ~ke 1 oe ' poolin of intere t, n exch ,n e of 1 ea 

n er r of resource ·or thP one re at objective - the·rev1v1f 1ca-

tion of Palestine . 

or, 1n the ye· ra t come, the J e ish co unities in the di epor 

111 fi nd themselves in ever re 0 ter need of th t cont·nuous 

lv ni tion of spirit .n mor h i ch nly hom 1 n d herein 

Je is 11.L e is 1nd1 enou, ree uni- tiltur l oul rovide . 




