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I am rather diffident, friends, about speaking this evening in the

presence, first, of one who has been the prime mover in the great events
which have transpired within the last eleven years, who has just spoken
and who has delivered his statssmanlike, dignified, and so far &s outstand-
ing facts arse ccncerned, a comprshensive statement.

I am diffident teo speak this eveming in the presence of this white-
heared tribune of the JYewish people, who was my master and teacherf and whose
humble dbsciple I am proud to call myself - Rev. Masliansky.

Every great ideal, my friends, has its byproducts and its compensations,
‘he outstanding compensation of a great ideal is the ideal itself. Whether we
realize the ideal or not, the reward is by giving us a world of glory and
splendor in which cur spirit can dwell and thersby compensatss us for all our
labors and sacrifices in behalf of that ideal. Yery few people are privileged
to realize an ideal in their lifetime, and particularly if that ideal is an
exalted one, for, the nobler the ideal, the less likelihood there is of real-
izing it. Our reach always exceeds our grasp, and when I think of this, I
tell myself how extremely priveleged and fortunate we are -- you and I --
who have linked our lives to a great exalted ideal and who have been priwileged
to see the realization of this ideal in our own lifetime. I think it is a
glorious thing to see an ideal which is blood of your blocd and flesh of your
flesh bascome real. I think it is marvelous to see a life seed which you have
sown taks root and sprcut and flower and yield fruit, and that is exactly
what the Zionists have been privileged to expsrience within the last fifteen
or twemty years. Think of it -- it i8 only fifteen years - fourtesn years -

twolve years ago -- that our ideal was deprecated as visicnary and impractical

by the men who seemingly ocught to know., Many mocked us. Many derided us.




Think of it, it is only eleven years ago that the Balfour Declaration was is-
sued. It is only eight years ago that it was made part of the international
law of menkind at Sen Remo. Think of it it is only four years ago that the
first non-Partisen Conference Pro-Palastine was held, and think of it, it is
only eleven days ago that outstanding representatives of American Israel rlaced
the seal of their approval off an ideal which we have bsen hclding sacrad and
precious for thess many years.

When I think, friends, how much our past has been a history of frustra-
tion; how ths entire record of Israel during the past 2,000 years has been &
catalogue of defeats and frustrations; how our highest hopes turned into gall
and wormwood -— I think we are extremely privileged —- you and I —- to have
been able in cur own lifetime to see these revolutionary acts transpire.

I am not an old man and yet this coming year will be the twenty-
fifth year of my formal identification with the Zionist movement. In 1604,
the year of the death of Theodor Herzl, I in conjunction with a few of my

young friends, organized the first junior Zionist Hobrew speaking sociaty in

the Uity of New York, and when I look back on those early years, what Zionism

meant then —— the few small rcoms which comprised the whole scope of the
Zionist movement of America — the whole Zionist activity consisted of the col-
lection of a few shekolim and the sale of a few Jowish Naticnal Fund stampse-
when L look over this period of twemty-four years coterminus with my own de-
veloping and advancing years and realize how thie movement has swept into the
international horizon, how it has assumed status and standing in international
council, how it has swept through the rank and file of Ierael, I am grateful

to a good God that it has been the privilege of my developing years, my own
youth, my own developing and maturing mind, that it has been my privilege

to see this ideal grow with me, becauss it made me grow as it made very

Zionist grow.




There are perhaps one or two ideas that this occasion provokes in my

mind this evening. There are two qualities, my friends, which have from the

beginning of time been dominant and potent in Jewish life and thought. Ome
was & quality which made for democracy in Jewish 1ife, and the other is a quality
which made for unity in Jewish life. I do not believe that the democratic impulse
in Jewish history has received sufficient attention at the hands of the historians,
or that people realize sufficiently what a marvelous contribution the democratic
ideals of Israel have been to mankind. When our forefathers appeared on the front-
jers of Cansan thousands of years asgo, they had been molded and turned by count-
less centuries of desert life and desert tradition. Now,in the desert among no-
mads there are no kings and there are no potentates. The hard migratory life of
a wandering people creates a sort of rudimentary democracy among them. They
have no aristocmcy of birth; they have no priestly hierarchy. They have a
primitive or elementary kind of freedom. The leader and chief is only primus
inter pares, the first among equals.

Now, our people lived that life of freemen for countless centuries,
and that freedom became impressed upon its mind and souldx, “hen they entered
Canaan.f;r hundreds of years they lived during that turbulent formative period
befors the monarchy was established, they lived as free men. When an emergency
aroge, they summoned one of the outstanding figures to assume leadership,
and when the emergemncy was over, the leader returned to the ranks of the common
folk. The democratic instinct of the folk resisted monarchy, and in that
marvelous chapter of the book of Saul which tells of the peoplets demand for
& king in order that they might mest the menace of attacking invaders, you
will find the whole psychology of the race most vividly and magnificently pro-

trayed, Ssul called the demand for a king, apostacy to the Lord, a mimicry




!

of the heathen, and in that struggle whi-oh represented not merely the con-

flict between priestcraft and kingeraft but the democratic struggle of the
spirit of the race against autocracy. The prophets of Israel were the mon-
jtors of this desert tradition of freedom, and it was in the name of that
moral law higher than that of kings that the prophets of Israel spoke, that
Saul was advised by Samuel, that Nathan denounced David, that 54hijiah of
Shiloh threatened Jeroboam, that Eliyahu imprecated Ahab, and that Jeremiah
predicted doom upon Zedekish for not listening to the words of doom spoken
upon the land.

I spesk of that because one of the outstanding forces that appeal to
me most magnificently in this Zionist movement is just this democratic
character of both the philosophy and tradition of the movement, That same
democratic passion, my friends, is evident in the economic 1life of the
people of Israsl. The whole social ligislation of the Bible which was aimed
to protect tha individual against exploitation, against monopoly, against
depridation was the result of this intense democratic passion. The whole
marveloua literature of our people becomes incomprehensible unless we bear
in mind this democratic law of our race. The prophet looked upon every
human belng, upon every human life as sacred and invéolable, as an end in
itself, as a reflex of divinity, so that every act of wrong became not
only a violation of social law but an act of zaerifikx sacrilege, and it
was in this mutual law of democracy that they wielded the scorpion whip of
fury over all those who ground the face of the poor and turned aside the
way of the humble, and it is this protection of the humble, needy and

oppressed and despised of the earth, that is the philosophy of Jeéwish

history.
My friends, one of the greatest contributions that Israel made




to mankind was, "Kol Yisrcel Bnei Malachim heim". Every human being has a
work and dignity comparable to the work and dl‘gnity of the highest of human
beings, and that same democratic philosophy you will find in the BEMXETXESX
forming of religious thought and religious progress.

Had I the time, I should love to trace for you the struggle between
Priest and Prophet, that same struggle of the men of the people and th+en
of privilege. Prophecy in Israel, my friends, represented not only revolution
against idolatory, not only rejection of cult; the prophets expressed not only
the soul of the race for Malchus shumayim, the reign of perfection. %t was the
passionate cry of the masses for full lay partici pation in the religious life
of the poeple. The priest may spesk law, the masses may speak wisdomsx. The
word of God may come to shepherds, traders, dressers of sycamore trees, to every-
one and any one who prepared himself in the word of Geod.

In the struggle between the Pharisess and Saducees later on in his-
tory, you will find the same principle of democracy struggling to express itself
and gain supremacy in Jewish life, The Saducees struggled to interpret the law.
The Pharisees maintained that the law was given unto all —- "Lo Nitna Torah 610£ ﬂd

omos". The Torah which Moses gave unto ues for an inheritence for the whole house

of Israel., That hs.rke backs to that marvelous phrase of Moses when Joshua came

and sald, "Elded and Medad are prophesying in the Camp", and Moses replied, "Art
thou jealous?" "would that the whole house of Israel prophesy and the spirit of
God upon them".

Had I. time, I would love to show that all great movements in
Israel - Karaism, Mysticiem, Cabalism, have that same concrete, deeprooted
passion of the race struggling to express itself against the tyranny of the

ruling aristocracy, against the tyranny of Rabbinic aristocracy and intellectual

iﬁﬂ&i{iﬂ, erying for expression, for freedom of life in which every child o




seeks to secure for his individual capacity and inner expressions of 1life.

Even the mission idea of Israel which for one reason or another many
Zionistxxxxl frlende refuse to accept but which to my mind represents the
highest expostulation of Israel -~ the mission of Israel which ;::;: Palestine
is incomprehensible, for he who gawe most prefect expression to the idea of
the misslon of Israel was the intensest Palestinian of all -~ I refer to the
Xaiahx Isaiah of the Exile, and ktlxniunillxlfxﬁxiil what is the mission of the

Exile but the application of the gemocratic principle to the religious 1life of

the people. Among all pewples of antiquity only the priestly class were looked

upon as holy men having exclusive sanctity and privileged moral status. Igrasel
in its democratic fervor said, "No, if there is such a thing as sanctity in
life, it belongs to all"™-- "Memlochos Koanim Vegoi Kodesh.

Now, it is this democratic instinct of the race which struggled
through centuries of the life of the Jewish people that I find expressed mag-
nificently in Zionism. It is one of the reasons why this Movement appeals to
me so strongly. Zionism is essentially a movement of the masses. My friends,
the classes may come to Zionism, but the masses wanted it, longed for it
and worked for it. Dr. Theodor Herzl himself had great doubts about launching
e democratic Zionist movement as late as 1896. Just a few months before the
convocation of the first Zionist Congress, Dr. Herzl was thinking and hoping
of realizing an ideal through the instrumentality of a few rich and powerful
people. He failed, as he was destined to fail, becauwse while a few powerful
or clever or cunning individuals may win a skirmish or iwo in international
relations, mxgreat historic movements must be backed by the masses of the

people, and it was only when Dr. Berzl turned from the few who failed him




and tumed to the masses that the first true chapter in modern Zionism was
written, and when Dr. Herzl made his appeal to the rank and file of Israel, it
was then that he tapped reservoirs of invincible strength, it was then that the

triumph of the movement was underwritten.

I‘y friends, it is the masses of Israel that are responsible for the

Bal four Declaration. It is the masses of Israel that will be responsible for
the formation of the Jewish Agency. It is the masses of Israel which must continue
to insure the success of our movement, We need the classes for their counsel and
for their substantial aid, but if Zionism is to achieve that ultimate goal which it
has set for itself, it must be able to draw continually upon the inexhaustible re-
serves for moral and spiritual enthusiasm which are in the great masses of Israel.
One more word, and I shdl be through. I said that there is a second
quality in Jewish 1life snd thfough and which since the beginning of time made for
unity. Those acquainted with Jewish thought will know that Jews mx have always
devoted themselves to findiné?diveraity of phenomena unity of purpose, to bind
together those scattered fragments of reality, to organize and integrate them
though they seemed unrelated and scattered to the world. The Jew has benefitted
because his mind was philosophical, because he has a unifying mind -- the one God,
the one moral law, the one mankind.

There is a beautiful phrase of the Rabbis -- "Elohim nikro b'shivim
shemim" — God is called by seventy names, that Israel is called by seventy names,
snd that He gave them the Torsh which is called by seventy names, and their ultimate
goal being Jeérusalem which is called by seventy names — peculiar and difficult
nemes to understand., A name is sn attribute, a description, a point of view.
Israel recognized that concerning the major facts of 1ife there will always be

numerous points of view, numerous conceptions, so that it set about organizing




these conceptions into one. Whatever your idea of God may be, just so you
believe in a creative intelligemnce, you believe in God. Whatever your concep-
tion of Jewish life may be -- and there are many -- so long as you believe
in the loyalty m£xX to Israel, you are a Jew . One does not say, "Reubeni ani,
Shimoni ani", One says, "Yehudeni ani®, Thers are many conceptions of the
Torsh — literary, Rabbinic, Mystic, Ecflectic, liberal -- just so you believe
in the faith, the Torah as the primacy of the moral law, as the Xx rule of
life, you are a Ben Torah -- unity and diversity.

Now, Jerusalem, my friends, is called by seventy names, souht by

seventy different types of people for seventy different types of reasons. Jerusalem

is mamimgxtimxumifyimx¥srzsx going to unify Israsl. A man may want Palestine as

a haven of refuge, snother may want it as a great centre, a third in order that
the Hebrew language and literature may have a mew birth of life, another so that
in Palestine he may have a life in consonance with the prophetic ideal of the
race. Whatever your approach to Jerusalem, by whatever name you may call your
adherence to Palestine, just so you believe in the rehapilitation of the land, you
are of us and you belong to us.

I have always believed — it has been am article of my creed --
that Palestine has been destined to win out, I have a mystic, almost cabalistic
faith in Palestine. Palestine is not the mmX sculptor which creates a statue

formed and
and then can leave that statue. Palestine has so/modeled the Yewish people that
2,000 years sgo it was able to let them go away but not dissociate themselves from
Raie Isrsel. Palestine read itself into the 1ife of Israel, into its thought,
into ite literature, into its liturgy, intec its prayers. It is a symbol. It was
alwaye there, never wanting. The physical Palestine may not have been with the

Jews, but the"Yerusholim shel Meilu was alweys with them and the Shechinah wandered

with them into the Exile. Palestine was destined to win out. Palestine gave us
Prophets, Palestine give us Pharisabsm. Palestine gave us Mysthcism, Palestine




gave us the philosophy of ke Jewish nationalism, end Palestine is today giving

us unity.

What was said eleven days ago at that historic conference = and I
believe that that conferénce is destined to be a historic one —~ that we are
no longer Zionists and non-Zicnists, but Jews, is a vindication of thk® just
this. That Conference eleven days ago was not merely a vindication of Zionism,
not merely & vindication of that handful of leaders, that group of irreconcileables
who for the last twenty#five cor thirty years have stood Gibraltar-like for that
ideal — that conference was not merely a vindication of that little organization
of fifteen years age which we tried to nurture upon itkExpemmyeamdxdimes pennies
end dimes -- nct xx merely & vindication of what this white-haired sage of Zioniem whs
gave of himself unstintedly. That Conference was & supreme sympolization of Pal estine,
of the unifying snd integrating power of that marvelous and mystic land of ours which
we call Palestine,

The Jewe of America have finally discovered a common denominator --

& common beeis for cooperation - Palestine. You tell me what you do for Palestine.
I peint to what Palestine is doing for us here. Nothing hae been able to merge
us, nothing haes been able to draw us together. The elementary giving of charity to
the needy end poor is something, but nothing is able to drawj@%gehter except
Palestine, end Palestine ie doing it. "Hoyu beyom hahu veyetzu mayim chaim
m'yerusholoyim ketgﬁn lyom hakedem v'hetzyun 1l'maariv". How marvelous are
those words, "Amd it shall come to be in those days, the ultimate days, the
Messiniac days, our days, these days, that living waters, fructifying, healing
waters, shall out of Jerusalem, half to East end half to West, throwing arms
of love around all groups of our people, unifying us and stremgthening us, re-

freshing our spirits needy of refreshment,fstimulation and inspiration.
We ought to be grateful to night, my friemds, thankful to & kind God




that Israel, scattered over all the world,{ae a Palestine upon which to

center its affections and devotion and concentration, has a Palestine which
can heal and make whole and bring together the East and the West, the North and
the South into one Agudah Echod, one consecrated and devoted land of faith-

ful men planning for the future and building the great day which is yet to come,









