
 
Abba Hillel Silver Collection Digitization Project 
Featuring collections from the Western Reserve Historical Society and 

The Jacob Rader Marcus Center of the American Jewish Archives 

 
 
  

Western Reserve Historical Society                 American Jewish Archives 
10825 East Boulevard, Cleveland, Ohio 44106 3101 Clifton Avenue, Cincinnati, Ohio 45220 
(216) 721-5722                                                 (513) 487-3000 
wrhs.org                                                         AmericanJewishArchives.org 

 
MS-4787: Abba Hillel Silver Papers, 1902-1989. 

Series V: Writings, 1909-1963, undated. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Reel     Box         Folder  
         174           63           185 
 
 

The democratic impulse in Jewish history, 1928. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



,l 

THE DEMOCRATIC IMPULSE IR 
JEWISH HISTORY 

By 

ABBA HILLEL SILVER,D.D;Litt.D. 

I 

I 



.:.H DE :OCR. TIC L .:PUL I; J . ISH HIS y 

~ 
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hivhly intere ting to note ho nersistent nd domin nt 

h s been t e den.ocrc:.tic i pulse in je ish • istory - , like in the 

nolitice1 life of the peoule - sin its econonic 8n religious life. 

Jhen our nom die forbe re Dpe. red on the frontiers of Co:·nuan 

to be in their m in~ c 2reer in the orld, they ed lre dy been 

-cted unon n determined by countless ~ener~tions of desert 

r;? \ \...:) exnerience rn mores , The h rd, uncert 2in ~n mirr?tory conditions 

rude eau lity and a primitive freedom of desert lif e m ke for 

amon the cnderin tribe . There a re no kinr s in the aese~t . 

The tribcl he ad is only the first amon eaur-ls. he esert kno s 

of no milit~ry for all ~dult ·re fi ·nters. 

~o f~mily cl im especi~l nobility of try for qll menbers of 

c cl n :re blood rel, tions. The rule of the rich is unkno n for 

the d.i u: rity between rich ... ,n poor is sli'""ht nd m ny tribes re 

communistic in st rue t 1re. ;o priestly hier~rchy exists end 
( 

ritu listic functions · re in most inst noes performed by the 1 y 
:> 

he d of the f .ily. The nom die tribe is .. , rudiment ry oolitic 1, 
. 

economic n reli ious uemocr cy. umberless centuries st ped 

these fe,,..tures upon the ch r~cter of our desert ~ncestor lon 

before they entered the settled ricultu.r 1 lj_fe C n n .. 
., 

From their c ~ttered entr nee into c·n ~n until t e est . lisbment 

of the ~on~rc y, centuries - turbulent n form· tive centuries, 

durin hich the tribes of Isr el in their v rious ·roupings • ere led . 
by ~r chieft ins, s ~one - by e peonle to comm·nd henever 

emer ·ency ..-.rose. The chieft ins returned to civili n life hen 
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the emergency was past. The desert tradition strenuously resisted 
national consolidation under one so•ereign ruler.l Only the threat 
of foreign invasions, particularly that of the Pb~lietines, forced the 
tribes to seek political unification.:J!Dder a monarch. A reading of 
the Biblical records shows how disti~y distasteful this compulsory 
monarchization proved to the beet spirits of the people. Constrained 
to yield to a necessity, they nevertheless refused to make anyl intellect
ual conceasions to it. The prophet Samuel interpreted the demand for 
a king as rebellion against God, as evidence of the people's sinful-
ness and degradation and as a culpable mimicry of the heathen. 
Contrast this Judaic point of view with the Greek of Plato and 
Aristotle. The ideal polity, Plato maintained, was the monarchy 
and the ideal ruler of his Republic was the ting who is also philosopher 
and warrior. Aristotle regarded kingship as 1 the primary or most 
divine form of government.• 

Among the peoples of antiquity, even among the most enlightened, 
kings were deified, sacrifices were offered to them and the moat 

_ extravageat titles and attributes were ascribed to them. Thus the 
kings of Egypt were addressed as 1 Lord of heaven, lord of earth, sun, 
life of the whole world, lord of time ••• creator of the harvest, maker 
and fashioner of mortals •.. giver of life to all the boat of gods• ..• 
There was no king-worship in Israel, and a Hebrew king to whom an 
heathen ruler sought to attribute miraculous healing powers replied: 
1 Am I a God, to kill and to make alive?• .... The highest tribute 
which the Bible pays to a ruler is: "He did that which was right 
in the eyes of the Lord• .... 

No revolutionary literature of mankind breathes a profounder 
distrust of royalty and indicts in harsher terms the ways of kings, 
their despoliations and corruptions, than the eighth chapter of the 
11rst Book of Sa,nuel. Reflected in the Biblical account of the rise 
of the monarchy, one finds not only the struggle between the theocratic 
and the monarchic systems of government, - between priestcraft and 
k1ngcraft, - but also and more particularly the unrelenting conflict 
between the democratic and the autocratic principles which raged 
throughout the political history of Israel, and,as we shall see in 
a moment, through its economic and religious history as well. 

- Hard waa the road which royalty travelled in Israel. Its 
kinge,with rare exceptions, never arrived at that absolutism 
possessed by the potentates of other ancient Oriental kipgdoms. 
Straightway upon the selection of Saul, the prophet Samuel was 
quick to define and circumscribe the scope and powers of · the 
king: • Then Samuel told the people the manner of the kingdom, --AA/ I) 
and wrote it in a book, and laid it up before the Lord.!' Th~r·O(, 
contents of this book may be gathered from the Deuterono~ic ode 
where the king is forwarned not to multiply horses and wealt 
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and wives, and above all, not to permit his heart •to be lifted 

up above his brethren.• Samuel loses no time in impressing 

upon the people that allegiance to the Lord must at all times 

be prior to allegiance to the king. -
At decisive moments the people asserted their authority against 

the will of the king. Frequently they rebelled. Hot upon the heels 

of Saul's election a revolution broke out, led by people whom the 

dynastic chronicler terms "base fellows• - but revolutionists have 

always been called 1 base fellows• •... These 1 base fellows• despised 

Saul and cried out: 1 How shall this man save us?• This revolution 

, was seemingly of such proportions that the kingdom had to be •renewed• 

in Oilgal. Samuel himself anointed the rebel David, king, during 

Saul's lifetime, not because he disliked Saul - for the Bible takes 

ocoaaion to point out that Samuel loved Saul and mourned for him 

when misfortune overtook him - but because Saul had usurped powers 

not delegated to him and because he did not follow rigidly the 

instructions of the prophet. 

David's reign was beset with revolutions and upon the death of 

his son, Solomon, the empire was rent in twain by a popular revolution 

against royal oppression and arrogance. At times the people dethroned 

one ruler and elected another in his place. At least in five instances 

the Bible clearly states that the populace elected the king. 

The kings were constantly under the moral surveillance of the 

prophets - those stern monitors of the great democratic desert 

tradition of the race. In the name of a law higher than that of kings, 
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S muel Peed S ul, c..th n denouncea !.I vi , Shem iah "G½re -- tened 

:'ehobo m, Jenu imprecatea B . s , 'Elij n the G.t ized .th~ b, an 

Jere!. i h renounce oom pon ze ~e~cia , becc..use " e umoled not 

himself be ore J ere1 ia spe • king in t11e nan e o t e Lor • 11 

The B bylonic:n exile put an er.,. to tne relatively brie1. era of 

kings in in Israel. ~hereafter rn~ for 

millenium our orefathers .ere governed by priest le ers anu by 

asse blies and councils o t1eir represent tives - Ju ~ean reop· ites, -

w o irecte whatever o~ political aut ono y t e people possessed . 

here 1.ollo ed c; , brief in ~erlude of H smonecn sovereignty n tl en 

th Teat disnersion of t1e people took pltce . ·nee tha t time d 

~or ne rly nineteen centuries our people, scattered 11 ove r t1e world , 

existed ithout kinv, pope , or potent~te nd yet retai e· a Iairly 

inte r r ted ana aisciplined n· tion .1 li1e. · In ny countries t ey 

possessed lc.rge measuxes 01 [·utonomy n ever here t ey aeveloped an 

• dequ te technique for comiuun 1 a inistration ~ n iOr s lf- ,overnment, 

emocr tic(lly controlled . hus tne -irst(revolutionists o history 

• o be n t eir nition 1 li~e by an act 01 self-e ·ancipation fr~ t e 

yoke o: ...... ·ypti n bona. ge, n ver uite lost t rou ·hout t eir color ul 

career tne love of freedom and ~he pride of tree men. I1oressed 

11th t e di nity ~n- ,e i 1·liena 1 ~orth o t e lie o o.n 

are 0 .. 
,.. noble anc estry co .... only sh~red by .11· Isr elites, t ey 

bol ~ly n urouuly procl'imea : t 
II 11 Je s , re t e sons o: .. in 1 fl 

'he ecoromic t lOU ::l t oi cient rel 1 S like ise sure ar ed 

ith -emocr tic ide lis .. . "" e el·bor te syste1 i lice 1 social 0 

legislrtion esi~ned to ield t 1 embers• o... tne comr unity • t..inst 

exploit tion, Lonopoly , loss OJ.. o.trimony,·n ensl .... ve et ·t s the 

expression o· i ty f• i· 1 in humcn e u•lity an so l i rity. re t 

• 
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and ex· l ted c:i re t .ne i mplic t. tio1 s of t i~e • octrine: , 

) - 11 or unto .. e .re t e c 1il ren o: Isr el sl .ves; 

t ey re not gl aves unto sl ves. 11 

- ... e prer.)t social message of Israel - i t s ero ic c ode o " j stice -

is inc or u rehensible •1i t out an un ... erst ndin ) or the uervadin()' 

ce!ocretic spirit o~ t e race. ~very individu~l li1e was co ceived 

t o be i iolable, a reflex of aivinity ~nd n ena in the cos ic sche e. 

Every ct o... .r on~ an(: injustice ·hie· • are t ie life o ... m n, e ic ces 

also tne i ~e of Uod. Oppress ion an ~ exploi ta tion &re t~erefore 1 ore 

than violations of t.e 1~ so society. They are s acrile ·e an ~ 

bl .snhemy. They tn c.. rt life - oo's life in every n; t ey a.istort 

nd ut ila te tn ,t whicl is t , e en o 1 01 al l being - t e r ree 

untr ~ · eled unfol -ment of every human personality. 

Anu. it . s fron t ne lips of . en ho run dee 0 1 tis 

de~ocr tic tr aition o t ie r ce t ... t t e irst great cry ·or justice 

r n economic freedom le ed out upon t e rorlo. I t.1. e i u r p i -

spokesmen of tr e i e orial esert traditions o_ eoual i ty nd. 

mutu~li y • ho ~i elaed t .ne scorpion nip oi t i1ei r fury upon t1.1ose ho 

round t ~ e Iaces of t_e poor turned· side · t e y oi t_ e ble, 

.rho ple ded tne c:-use of t he orpha n an · the ido , the b a ten an 

tne broken or li f e. 

rf~nis P e de1 ocr tic i mpulse is stro ly i evia.e ce 

ete1 ined r 

lso in tie 

relig ious history OT Isr el. bitter n 

t 1·ou~ tne ages upon ecclesiastic· 1 aictat ors ... ip. on • anc ient 

peoulee theocracy s t .nt mount to prie stly o i ·1.tiop a n ~ a ss ed 

the for o nn esoteric ritu· lism nresided over by a privileged and 

exclusive hier .rcny. Tne r ci l enius 0 1 Isr el lifted tneocrac y from 

the plane of' stcerdottlis. unto t e pl ane 0 1 or 1 i uealism n pro-

ceede to s 1.on all me , regardless 0 1 birt or st ~tion, to s e in 
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a king..., 0 1 oral v .lues, to live as equo.ls in the free .... omr in of\ e 

spirit. 

Here gin, t e prophet ~s the prot gonist o ~ ~ e. ocratic 

trcaition. He s tie pitiless ene y or priestly priv:lege. - ophecy 

11as not only t .e protest a ainst idol try - .... g inst the tnerior orphic 

polytheism n t e t:ropo orphic monot eism or the ~~y. It snot 

only a (.. eni .1 01 tne pri • cy o.i.. cul i &n'-' ri t al in religio . It 'as 

not only tne upreac inf 0 1 tr e morclly sensitized spirit 01 tne r&.ce 

~or a nobler nd juster order of society. t ·as an imp· ssioned. cl •. im, 

springin • from tne ver y dept s of the people's essential sel1, for 

full l fay • rticip tion in t.ae spiri tu 1 heri t c:ige o:i. t1 e 1·Lce an tor 

unrestricte ~ ehocratic leadership in relifion. 

The priest, to ue sure, is privileged to tecc. t ne LL, n nis 

lips m ,y loCeep o ledge. u t so a.l o .. y t e l • ym n w o o u&.l i i es 

hi self tor t1&t service. n tne -ord o To 1 y co e to ~11 men, 

~o vne s epher , t~e tr des an, the aresser o~ syc ·more trees, to 

1e n blest o t e ble. The priest · y per orm t e inuispensable 

ritual o: t1e sanctuary ut ne is Dossessed of no occult po ere, 

no i violate 011ice, no exclusives ctity, no preferred ora l st·tus. 

He must submit to t e s· me or l l '. h 1 c is bin i • • 1 i e p on 

kin-, priest, prophet or. · no tne peoole. 

':'ne nrophet as s resolute i n ' is enunci tion of priests for 

r or 1 aeli uency s o .ins, f lse prophets or co1 1 on people. In 

a reli ·ious emocrc..cy t , ere are 1 o 1 or· 1 i uni ties or select groups. 

,Jere i h in erp1--ets his divine cl 11 to e n th, t he 1 u t become 11 

1ortifieci city ··.nu • n iron pill· r, and bru.zen alls, ag inst the in ·s u 

01 Jua h, o inst t e princes t · ereo!, inst t e nriests tnereof 1 



... na. , g inst t e people of t· e 1 na. 11 Jere i • n • is spiritual 

kinsmen ·a red to c',11 the priests , bul rked behind t e spurious 

s nctity of their 011ice , vile , pro::~n , ;.ur erers, espisers of 

~od ' s n e , polluters O- t e s"nctuery, viol torso t~e La, 

te ,c ... ers 1 or hire . . . . . . . I . none 01 t ... e re 1 icious 1 i terr t re o 

ancient peoples can one ~inu s cl unsp~rin • criticis Ol priestcr ft. 

he -rec:t 1e·oellion of __ orah d o t .. e leao..ers o Israel • gain st 

t1e ier rciic clcims put 1ortn byte priestl y cl· ss reooraed n t e 

laity to cssign speciul sanctity n rivilege to ny group in IsrLel . 

r:-1 rebels ere t n - escrip,:; ,.. lc ontents . 1 ey • ere t e 

princes o the co ~re tion , tne elect en o tne 

sse bly, en o_ re o•n .' 1 n t ey sse .bled ne. selves together 

t . '!:l • t s _ o es • n ..... g .. ins c ron (who e n es re here use by the 

priestly· riter lo1 is o7n endJ an~ i .. to the n: ye t·ke too m c 

upon you1 se 1 ve s see in _a_l_l_t __ ~e_..;.c..,;,o_~ ........ __.;...;....;; __ ;..._ _ _.;...;....,_ ...... _e-v_e_r __ y1....-o~n--e_-o_;__ ___ _.;..~ 

( nc. t Lor ~ i s LL on e. ; 

t , sse ly o~ tne Lor 

1ere re t.en lift ye up yo~rselves e re 

I~ a s o c0urse nJ ·ns er to htve the 
. 

r th conveniently s~ llov p these rebels alive. or·h 's content ion 

·a echoed nd re-echoed throu~h 11 the succeedin ~ener tions, for 

the r c i · l imon, the essenti 1 enius of the eonle spoke t rou~h him. 

me ur iestcr .ft sou ·1t to 
,A, 

ke of the e is l· ity in rela tion to 

the sanctities of tneir f ith 11 'r im11 - str n ers. Prophecy 

ke o them 11 R kino- o of uriests .. 

nd holy n tion." imil rly the f'" lse rop eta so ht to restrict 

the nrivile e of -oro hecy to ... fe "concess ion ires" or urofession· ls. 

hen Eld d ~ nd ed d be ,:"\n to prophesy in the c ·1 , Jos u ::., , · 10 here 

cts ns the pokesricn oft e ol er tr u ition 01 ro ession 1 ro hecy, 

cried out unto oses: 1 Ky Lord Moses shut them int• But Moses, who 
• 

represents the true genius of Israel replied, 1 Art thou jealous for my 
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sake? Would that all the Lord•s people were prophets, that the Lord would 

put His spirit upon them.• 
In post-ex111c times the scribes and rabbis continued the democratic 

tradition of the prophets and extended it. 1th the destruction of the Temple 

democratic Judaism scored a major victory. Thereafter a new institution 

began its ascendancy in Jewish life - the Synagogue - the creation of 

Jewish laymen and the noblest and most democratic achievement of Israel. 

This democratic lay institution soon became the spiritual center of Jewish 

ai,{~fe. Through the succeeding centuries it was the home of the democratic 

P religious leaders in Israel who frequently felt themselves called upon to 

challenge the ecclesiastic hierarchy which had entrenched itself in the 

Temple. The Bible was edited and canonized largely by lay leaders. The 

right of teaching the Law and of interpreting it both legally and homiletic--==

ally was steadily taken over by them. They simply repudiated the priestly 

monopolJ of the Torah. They proceeded to ordain prayers and to fix the lay 

ritual of the synagogue was 1~ itself a triumph of democratic 

thought. It depended upon no priest or Rabbi or other indispensable function

ary. It called for no special locale or shrine or sanctuary. Its liturgy was 

completely dissociated from sacrifice and all forms of sacramentalism. Where

ever ten Jewish laymen assembled for worship, there as a synagogue. Lay 

leaders framed laws and regulations for the e>uidance of the people. In the 

course of time, they even prescribed laws for the priests and supervised 

the performance of the priestly duties within the Temple itself. The 

status of the priest was radically changed. He came to be merely a 

commissioned agent of the people, possessing only delegated authority. 

Thus even the High Priest on Atonement Day was reminded by the Elders of 

the Tribunal, the Zi~\ene Bet Din, composed largely of laymen: •we 

are the representatives of the Tribooal and thou art our representa-
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nd t e _ribun 1 1 s· e ~jure thee b y H
. w o c· u ed "is n'"me , l . 

to a ell in t i House not to evi---te in in le inst·· nee from the 

ine true ti ons hicn thee . II 
~ 

e ve ~ 

The protrccted stru~ le bet een t e ~ d ucees <- n t e h risees 

• s but no~her ph se of t1e hi 0 toric co flict bet ee t e autocr tic 

nd de ocr~tic principles in Je~is: lif e. mhe cdaucees, clin~in' to 

tr dition com .. on to 11 t e priestly cl2s 0 es o • ~nti ui ty, m int ined 

th·t they ·ere the sole onitors of the La n· tne exclusive re-

pository o le gisl tive po,er in m tters relift ious . They resented 

1 t t they re"' rded s unsecul r r usuro tion e n .. tne unholy intru ion of 

laymen into recincts scored unto themselves . 

The P risces, on the other h n, 

the nrophets , eel· red 11 mh t God ht 

the kin dot., the priesthood 

o ere the sniritu 1 heirs of 

iven unto 11 s n herit,. e -

,.:r. II 
1..t.U r • 11 The Tor h •. ich .. ooe s 

'--
com nded u is the inherit nee of the house of ... srael . 11 Hence every 

Isr~ lite pro~erly trri~ed is OU lifie" to e in the soverei n 

~reedom 01 terchin ·na expoundin _ t e L , o~ discoveri its recondite 

e • n in • s • . d of • ppl yin it to t e 

~It is no ·ccident of history th~t 

roble s • nd con"itions of his time . 

t e _ir t n tion in the 

orld to develo-o univers~l syste of po ul · r educ-tion or bot young 

nd old, rich n poor . ~on~ no other eople s o ffiUCh stress l ~id 

upon t e ecucrtion of chil ren, of 11 c .. ildr n . - T e so ool took 

urece ence overt e sy o e . he firet c ·re uuon i ty i· 8 

the inten·nce of iis so.cols nd t e suu ort oi its te~c ers . . 

city • i thout r sc~ool to be s.lunned a s . oomed . schol r .. 0 

stu..'.:.ied ~ e _or h but di ot te C it to ot ers 8 re rded 8 ~ 

co ... temner of -od' s ·ord. On the other h· nd le ho ht C ild 

Tor h 8 ssured of -oortion .:.n t' e ·; orld to co.ne . peci lly nr ise-

orthy rs .. 0 t u ·ht t e C ild o • n , - aretz- the lettered 
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common man. The watoh-word of the Men of The Great Community was "Raise 

up many disciplesl 1 It was no idle boast of Josephus when he declared"\ 

•our principal care is to educate our children well'; and one need but 

read Nathan Hannover•s account of the remarkable system of eduoation which 

was in operation in the Polish Jewish communities, seventeen centuries 
~in te-rrupted 

__ later, to realize how •ttrst· tlie tradition of democratic education con-

tinued in Israel throughout the ages. 

The Pharisees took the Biblical injunction: 1 And ye shall be called 

the priests of the Lord• to be more than a figure of speech. They set 

about to train the children of Israel into a discipline and a mode of 

sBllotified living which would justify this appellatioa. Many of the 

regulations touching dress, conduct and food which they prescribed for 

the laymen were in the first instance intended for priests only. They 

wished to bridge the gap between priest and layman, to democratize the 

concept of sanctification. 

Some of the extremists among the Pharisees, holding that sanctifica

tion was the prerogative of all Israelites and in an effort to out-

priest the priest, organized the Haburah, a fraternity which in mattera 
• 

of Levitical purity was even more exacting than the code binding upon 

priests. Members of such a ~aburah regarded even the uninitiated High 

Priest as an Am Ha-aretz. Back of this exotic fraternity was the thought 

that holiness even in its ritualistio sense belonged to no hereditary 

class but must be and can be acquired by anyone through a rigid dis

cipline of self-purification. 

f ~ere came a time however, when Pharisaism itself became un-

~emooratic. Post-exilic leaders ea.:rly maintained that prophecy 

ceased with the exile. Thereafter religious truth could come only 

by way of the interpretation of Scriptures, not by way of revelation. 

In matters of law even the Bat Iol, the Voice echoed from Heayen, -
• 



- 11 -

• species of ' ttenu ted revel tion - i s to be i nored: he et o _,f 
----

interpret~tion bec·me mctter of course ~ore· n : ! ore i valved nd 

tech ic2l s tie .ent on . Only t e s~illed nQ the c - ref lly tr-ined 

) ~ o ,ere Lcqu inted . ith all the students 

intric'"cies of R i ic hermeneutics c e to be re g rded a s qu liiied 

te chera . Reli ious le~ders iu a in narro·ly restricted . An ever-

v ideninc· ·ulf set in bet een t ... e R b inic sc ol'='rs c nd the ma sses. • hen 

t:e le 'l system of tne -b- is ,~s in lly codi ied in tne T lmu ~ ~nd • s

sumed n ut ority secon . only tot a t o_ the Bible, R bbinism bec ~me a s 

stronrrly entrenched in it , s exclusive nd ~omineerin~ s t he ~rieets 

h·d been in t he 1emule . An ristocr'"cy of le rning - dry, nc. r , 

exclusive 1 rnin , quite incccessible to t he co1r.1.on ... 2. n, su_ erse ed t e 

ristocrrcy of s , cer ot lism . mhe m0 sses ere excluded from tneir 

s. iri tu 1 tri .1ony . 

id rebel . In the opul· r { The ~eonle ·ere boun to rebel; ~nQ they 

es i nic movements durinr t e t~o centuries ollo in~ the compil· tion 

of ~: e T lmu ve lre y fin stron ·nti- bb inic te e cies . ut 

the rea t rebellion ex resPed itself in t \o ·-y ; K,r is an fuysticis1 . 

K ... r i _ sou~· ... t to ore-k t e do ina tion of tie by completely 

reoudi· tin· their '"uthority to interpret the B b~e nd by ·ppe eling to 

e li-:er ' 1 re din • of ne • ere ext . I t 1 true t . • t • r c. i s 

cense, • t hro ~b CK to ·dduceeis. but it rs ro pte none oft e 

prie tly preAumutions o~ reli io s fr nchise nd vested inter sts . 

Je is ystici s n fort to re-discover • orld in • ... ich 

t er li iou s irit ofter ce could again adventure free ·n eterred, 

~n · ·here t e souls of en, st·rved by R·b inic form lism, coul feed 

in u~on t e lories n~ 1 mour o~ ne re el tions . Like Kar ism 

Je i 0 h mysticism eou~ht its free~om in the ·ble, but like Kr ism it 

. ' 
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sou. t it not in - liter 1 reading o:.. Scriptures , nor in n 

· l <chic or H~ rdic internret ~tion sucn as R i ism.· dopted , but 

in an occult, mystic probin 01 i t s in e r spiritur l ~eening . he 

Je i sh ystic eve loped , tee ni ue aui te a.s el abor "" te, s in. enious 

8 _ in • s th to~ tLe bbbi s . Just s • t e tb is h de -

loyed B~ lie· 1 phr ases, .or -s Rnd letters i nt e ir -i~ lectics t o 

expound t 1e 1 and t1e or 1, so the ystics turned every p r ~se , 

• ord nu letter of t1e ible into a visi le, revelBtion of invisible 

truth. By mens 0 1 his ig ly reiined me t odolo y tie very letters 

of t ' e Tor· 1 dissolved in a orlo. oi spiritu lit y . n in ~ at 

··orl t· e Je :isn 1 ystic :oun - t d,t prophetic ±ree om nicn &.s 

den ied im else here. 

enturies l&ter C ssi6. ism ex·pressed tJ. e s ne spirit o.t revolt. 

It as c., popuiar e nocrat ic uorisin ~· cs evi -encea b}' t 1e c... stoun ing 

r oi·ity wit 

J e r ie s. I -c • .s 

t e f-- i th to t1 e 

m nificient atte t to restore t he tre .urea of -.sees nd to rescue Juaais1, ro · .. 001 0.. , mea. er, 

subtilize malmudis an ., from a coterie of .. • uis .. o h· beco e 

estr -nged .i.rom tne peoole, exclusive and to a ciegree also exploiting. 

Ch~ssidis decl~re 

G he essence 01 ~u is tha.t m n should .lk in ,hole so ene es 

:..n si plicity oi spirit it out ~ny su1) eties . 11 C £..s iais a s a 

·re· t ye rnin 01 sirple men or t~e i aer €p ces oft e spirit. It 

s ish tot pane tne cle r prings o! reli ·ious inspira tion 
' to bring on a ne ge of "'a. i th • nd ir r· cles an won er ent nd 

revelation . 

ts ould be noted o ·ever, tl~t t1e co tinued or 

e ocracy i Isr~el s otiv· ted l ar ely by eeire not i or thin ·s 

) 

secul· r but for th ings ·ere. It snot cl or 1or mere ool itical .. 
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ribhts n ~ for t_e rul o the m~ny in pl ce oft e fe. It ent 
1 

uc deeper. _t tne e rt of it cs tremendous OfmL,/the like ~ 

of hicn is not to be found ong any other people, - an stoun ing 

ideoloC2:ic fix tion, i you ill, - spirituc•l "fiction" of marvelous 

potency .oven b; the r~ci 1 nsyche ~n orever fter inse 'r ble 

from the li~e in tho ht processes of the people . 

eternal covennnt . ith the ~hole House of Israel, th't Israel s a 

people should become His pledged servrnt und e i esary. Tis covenant 

---s m~-de ith every Isrc:elite, - kinr.·, nriest, prophet and co1 .con 

1 un . "Ye are standin t is day 11 of you before t1 e Lor , your 

od: your he ds, your tribes, your ela.ers, and your of1 ice rs, even 

11 tie men of Isrc el, you1' little ones, our i ves, ,. nd t 1e so-

coven'nt of tne Lord thy o , nd into 

enter into the 

oath, Vihich the Lord thy 
. 

uo · • keth ith tee this dt..y; t ·1--,t · e b.y st blish t1ee this ,.,~y 

unto Himself :tor • people, 'n t .t • e nay be unto t ee a ·o , e 

-.. e spoke unto thee n' ,. s He s ore unto t · y f there, to brah m, to 

covenant 

· na ith him here ith us this d~y 

before t e Lora our Go . , nd ulso •ith him not 1th 

us t is dry." 

or t e irst tie int' e history o nkind hole people 

conceived o: itself· sh vin been con ecreted into n everl sting 

priesthoo ~n sh vin been co i sioned to perfor-n those functions 

hich on· other peoples ere rele ated to s. 11 o ic iPl roup 

of p iests . Reli ·ion ·~s never so · e1 ocrrtize 1 

II a. ye s· .all be to re oly men l II i othin" is so b sic in the 

reli ious philosophy Q tne Bible st is conceut o t e coven .nt ,.. 
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and its implied sanctification of the whole people of Israel. And strange 
and difficult as this unparalleled idea of the mass ordination of a whol,s;. 
people may appear, Israel clung to it tenaciously throughout its hietoryt, 
It became the essential tradition of Israel. One may not like this 
tradition.One may question its cogency. One may feel that we have now 
come at the end of a way of thought and that we should repudiate it. One 
may urge that the time has come for us to make the Great Refusal. That 
may be. But we cannot revamp history nor reshape the past of a people. 
This covenant-tradition runs like a golden thread throughout our prophetic 
and apocalyptic literature, our Hals.cha and Hagada, our liturgy and 
hymnology, through Kabbalism and Chassidiem. It is to be found also in 
the deeper layers of modern Jewish nationalism. 

Thus the foremost philosopher of modern Jewish nationalism, Achad Ha-am, 
was a most eloquent and courageous spokesman of the ideal of the mission of 
Israel. He was frequently driven to attack what he regarded as the assimila
tionist tendencies of Western European Liberal Judaism and its false inter
pretation of the mission ideal, but he boldly made the latter the chief 
corner-stone of his philosophy of cultural Zionism. This seems to have 
escaped the notice of many of hie desoiples. Writing after the first 
Zionist Congress in 1897,~ Achad Ha-am stated - and at the time he created 
a furor in Jewish circles - that he was not at all sure that I~rael was 

, 
1 

ready to assume the role of a political nation. Furthermore that even .if 
M'M were prepared and even if permission were granted to Israel to assume 

M:-e place as a political entity in the world, he was oot-a't--til suz-e that 
that would represent the fulfilment of ~ destiny HIIUljilljfa. Israel, 
he argued, has a higher destiny to achieve. Two thousand years of heroic 
suffering and martyrdom can not find their compensation in the right to play 
the role of a pitifully small state in the world of political intrigue, a 
pawn in the hands of scheming international diplomata. 1 The reward must be 
according to the suffering.• An ancient people which has been •a light unto 
the nations• can not and should not content itself with the moiety of politi
cal autonomy enjoyed by peoples many of whom are culturally and historically 
insignificant and none of whom suffered as Israel has suffered. 

Cit was neither a matter of accident nor of slight moment that prophets 
arose in Israel who visioned •the end of days" when righteousness would be 
established in the world. This universal humanitarian ideal has been and 
must continue always to be an integral part of the ideal of Jewish national
ism. 1 The aa1vation of Israel will come to pass through prophets and not 
through diplomats. l' .. 

Jewish literature becomes incomprehensible and its most exalted and 
revealing passages read like sheer rhetoric or braggadocio, unless one 
bears in mind this altogether unique motif in Jewish life. hen our sages 
speak of Israel as 1 the chosen of the Lord, 1 1 Hia peculiar inheritance•, 1His 
first-born•, 1 the light bringer of the world1 , "the one indispensable nation•; 
when Halevi declares that 1 Iarael is the heart of the world, that the gift 
of prophecy was bestowed upon Israel alone and that all mankind exists for 
the sake of Israel even as Israel exists for the sake of the prophets•; 
when Gersonides declares that •this people Israel must dwell alone in order 
that it might be separated from all other peoples and be holier than them•; 
when Baohya declares that 1 the people of Israel are God's fi~hting hosts on 
e~rth even as the ministering angels are His hosts in heaven; when Judah 
Loew ben Bezalel declares that "Israel is the essence and goal of all creation•, 
one might take these declarations and the ten thousand others like them in our 
literature, to be nothing more than decadent chauvenism unless one remembers 
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th t t ' e people from soul t se sentiments rose co ceived of itself 

s a covena nted been su:rnffioned by uestiny to ss 1e t e 

role 0 1 reliaious le&- ers ip, n ~ a s -~vin • consented to bear t e crusaing 

urdens of suc tl r le dersnip. For leaders ip is not a cro n but a cross ..... 

... hese sen ti ents ~ere e ... ployed not to i press t he Ge nt ile 'w'Orl but to 

c oll ort' t ' e utmost aevotion on t :1e p rt 01 t he Je , t 0 re .in him 01 

his c allin[ , 1; 0 cn~llenge hi to prove himself ·orthy oi t e role c ssigne 

to him by G-oci , c.. n - to strengthen hi~ orale henever his 1 i nistry m··de 

him 11 desuised ~na. :i.:orsaken o:.. men, a m:.. n 01 p ui s c.. n - acqua inted i th 

uisea se , a s one from hom en hide t eir face . " . 

The vie opposed to t ie covenant- mission i eal i s not OVln i n 

Je .ish history . ':i.he re ere any secularists in 2ncient !ere.el s t e re 

re t od y . , 1e ir slogan ) -"Le t us too 

be like ·11 othe r peoples," - t every opposite 0 1 Le prop etic vie : 

) 11 I is • • eople t .t sn' 11 d,. ell a lone 

n • s11c-ll not be con'"' eivea. o like ot ... er pe ples . 11 Israel, they main-

t c. ined , , s secuJ. · r people like every otne r -ne ople an like every other 

people it &lso hLd cult an priestly cl=ss . protagonists of 

tis vie consequently s 

in.1.luencee of the enclavin civilizations of ~naan , E ·ypt , ab rl on , 

ome h ich menc.ce t e spiri tua1 in1; e ri ty of Isr el. 

Tney ·1· not consent to tie revolutio ary octrine t ~t oa. ~ • s set 

Is r ae l 11 :.. or -- coven nt or t e people, .i. or. li ··t un o t he nat ions, to 

op n tl e lino. eyes , to brin out t e P,I isoners .i' ro t e ciunt:J·eon tnd 

t em tn t sit in ~a r kness out of tie prison-hou e . 11 hey refused to 

scribe to Israe l any uni ue et ico- reli ·ious ission whic •• lle .Lor 

• univers&l postl ship . mh y re ot c nscio so_ ny yn ic 

... -essi • nism , r ny crus adirl or·l purpo e in r nt i e c ul t re o Israel . 

heir point 01 vie in Je is histo y my be calle e s--d uce ~n , 
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while the opposing view whioh triumphed in Jewish life may be 
called the Pharisaic. Both the Sadduoees and the Pharisees were 
nationalistic but the former clung to the universally accepted 
secular conception of nationalism while the latter clung to the 
radically new and distinctive prophetic concept of a holy nation. 
The real universalists in Israel were thus the Pharisees. When 
they strengthened the national life of the people and regimented 
it into an almost military discipline it was in order that it 
may be the better prepared to carry on it mis~s~i~o_n--=~~ ---
Pharisaic Judaism was both nationa universal sough~ 
to preserve both the covenant and the people of the covenant, 
both the soul of the race and its body. 

Pharisaic Judaism turned sharply away from primitive 
Christianity largely because the latter, while seeking to continue, 
in its own way, the Messianic world-mission of Israel broke away 
from the tradition of national discipline and loyalty. Christian
ity concerned itself with the individual in relation to himself. 
Judaism continued to concern itself with the individual in relation 
to himself and to the Jewish people. Primitive Christianity 
yielded to the cosmopolitanism of the ancient world which Roman 
imperialism and the widely diffused Hellenic oulture had effected, 
while Pharisaic Judaism adhered to the philosophy of nationalism 
and cultural variations which has triumphed in the modern world. 
Both were universalistic; but the former was diffusive in its 
technique while the latter was concentric. Again the Judeo
Christians were spiritually impatient and possessed of a fatuous 
belief in the imminence of the world's1end and in the quiok advent 
of the kingdom. r The more patient Pharisees sensed that the day 
had not yet come for national demobilization. They remembered 
the ancient admonition: 1 He that believeth must not be in haste •••• • 
They knew that many a bard battle for the realization of the 
great ideals of their faith would still have to be fought through 
many succeeding cycles of time and that therefore the hosts of 
Yahweh must not relax their discipline. History has proved them 
right. They read the signs of the times better than those 
apooalyptic dreamers who in the first few centuries of our era 
anticipated a cataclysmic change in the order of things and the 
miraculous descent of the heavenly Jerusalem. 

Liberal Judaism placed itaelf in direct line of descent from 
this prophetioo-Pharisaic tradition when it accepted as focal • in its 
ideology the mission of Israel. Our modern secular illuminati who 

take special 
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eli ht in m~kin • enort oft is b· sic tnou ht in n ef ort to iscredit 
Liber -1 Jud-° ism re re lly ctt eckin~ it tits le st vulner ble noint. 
ncident l lly in their c ~v lier tre~tment of thi subject they e re 

exnosin • their l c1nent "'ble i •.nor nee of ,h ... t constitute·d the ej or 
tendencies in Je ish life t hrou h the ·~es. One . oul ish th - t eomed 
of our intelli ·entf1 ho ~re no retur inC" to the r nks of _J,ex<2-el Jt' · 
h vin f · iled to est bli ht emselves in the Genti ould be 
less r d ~icted to intellectu 1 'c shing nd tote snort of intimidating 
us 1th slo ~, ns nd pe tois ~n scientific sm 11-ch-n~e borro ed from 
lien cultures "nd. forei r-n modes of thoup-ht .nd ,. little more iven to 

honest reeecrch into then tive ou~lities of Je ieh life · nd tne uite 
distinctive din i ~enous mo es of Je ish thought. ~ e c nnot be 
me? sured by t he y(;. rd-stick of alien soci' l theories. ,. e r re ot com-

r ble. e re ioue. I t e vocebul y of nrtion 1 cultures ours 
is n h ~n. l egonenon ••••• . . 
stan ing of Je iQh x erience. 

Thi t e one key to n under-

o .. ,ttem t to f it us into the fr c. me-
,ork of t he com.only hel concentions 01 r ce nd culture, to liken 

u toot er n tions, is to miss the very uintessence of Je ieh culture, 
to overlook thee senti·l text n thesis of our life. 

:here Liber 1 Jud~i m erred ~e not in holdin • f st to ttte coven nt 
nd t e rei sion ide·l. It erred r s thee rly Judeo-Cnri tins h, d erred 

in believin th t the milleni 1 e of nerfection t n th t 
there r s therefore no ur ent nee to tress the n· tion.,l iae 1 or t e 
importnnce of mint inin trong ~roun di cinline' such s Ph riac ic 

I Ju 1 m h d built up. he 1 . our oft e rench Revolution nd its 
oc c:- lyptic dre ms of liberty, equ lity ·-na. fr~ ternity, the trium h nt 

m rch of these ide l in t~e 

of the hetto rlls, en t 

ke of con u rin r ies, th er blin 

fir t intoxic tion oft e e enli hten ent, 

ers to b lieve th·t • nkind ~s indeed on t every 



- 18 -

• threshol of the r: illeni· . ,. • t need is t ere for t · e fences icn 

the RPbbis h built round Jewish life ·hen the ole orl is 

movin • to~ rds • h u. Y intern tion, lism, ~n ell nPtions Pre bout to 

become one f:Tect, h,.. p"'Jy f "r.:i ily? Let Isr <.. el le"d t e r"y in renouncin 

e.11 n!tion--1 p ,.. rticul arism nd isol tionis. he orld -ill f e st follow. 

ut the orld did not follo . . And t hose Jes ·ho ere be - uiled by the 

reli~ious rom'"nticism oft e e rly reformers ~na shed t eir J e ish 

oistinctive modes of life no thGu~ht ere soon engulfe nd c SSimil ~ted, 

e nd Ier~el kne them no more. 

Like the e rly . udeo-Chri tiPns some of the l.e aders of Liber'•l 

Jud , ism ·ere fr ankly 'nti-n° tion, listic ~nd ~nti-nomistic. ven those 

··no c'"lled for the retention of &. minimum of 1 -- cna disci line, oy 

the ni ah exclusive em. h ~1° .hich they pl : ced upon the objectives of 

Jud ism they led men to think 11 htly ofl ;the technioue 'n t .e n:et hods 

of obt c inin~ these objectives. They s ok forcibly n eloauently nd 

truly of the mi sion of Isr el but t,hey f il d to evolve mo us vivendi 

by • ich the peonle ·ould be canst ntly remin ed th~t they re eculi r, 

coven, nted nci consecr ted _eople, and by mens of ich t ey ou.ld be 

czvea from simil tion . 

. e find ourselves tod yin the s,me emotion£1 environ~ent in hie 

the ioneere of Liber 1 Jud iem found t em elves durin t ' e •fterm th 

of the rench Revolution. Mhe orld r rele sed v st1 esc tolo ·ic ?l 

hones. l er Pre 1 ys the seed-beds of noc : lyn ee. This r e to 

us er in univers ~l pe,ce, univers 1 deroocr cy, univere 1 brotherhood, 

univers 1 justice. 11 the enchrntin n r nher ~11 of the es 1 nic 

ea.ga ·ere dis 1~ yed. Th immPmori 1 nhrcses of • uoc lyptic tiaes T:ere 

P"~ in uoon the lip 0 o en: the old order end; m nkind ·111 be reborn; 

there 111 be ne • .on s:-- . en, ne i e 1·s, ne h ven nd ne 

e rth; Christ ill destroy ti- ri t ... The victories of science n~ve 

• 
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contributed in nos Lll me a sure to the millen~r· r n ex ect tions of o-~ 
_,,,,-

..... s ~ result, some of our peonle c. re bein st nroeded into n e er ~nd 

p·thetic self- bdic~tion. Int is r re~t d~y of Je ov h hy shoul Ir el 

stubbornly clin to his indur te di tinctivenes . Our ide ls h · ve 

triumphed in t he 'orld. _e ny other neople believe ? s re oo. Let us then 

prep, re to join in t he one re Pt univers ~l cnurcn ~nd brotherhood hich 

r re even no co in • to p c ss. 

y. 

But t he n~ tient, sober P Jrisees mon~ us, ho h ve not for otten t e 

lessons of t ~eir istory, ill not be st mpeded. hey -rill be <;. r in mind 

t h t m.:: ny s r cycle of f rustration n ~ defect i s yet in s tore ior m nkin -

be fore t he Kin dom ill be con ted. ·onsciou trt Isr3el h s still s 

role to ply in the future As st, they ·ill con-

tinue to pr y scrupulous heed t o t he 6. i cipline end t ne .. 1or le of t e groun. 

They .ill fan t e f l mes of ent u i ,;:, sm ,. n - loy lty not onl y forte i els 

of Isr el but f or t1e people of Isr, el ~s ell. They ill t iink in terms 

of t .. e peoule of Isr .el nd not n erely in terms of ,. abstr( ct theolor y 

n a mor 1 code. They ill be reverent not only of pronhecy but o_ t e 

people rhich "~ve birth to 9rophecy ::-. n to prophets c nd ~hich m y yet 

vouchs r fe ny a stcrtli g revel tion to mr nkind. mhey ill remember the 

nrofound observ tion of the R is: "lij h s id: nee s I ~s walking 

cbout ~nr ou stioned me in m tters 01 the L • Hes id: 

• b oi, I thin in 1 y e rt • n love t em both e rly, the 

Tor·h · nd I r ~el, but I c o not k 10 • ·hie of t et o co es irst. Is id 

to him: oet men ,..ould s y t h · t the To.r -- h comes first. Is y unto you 

th· t t e holy people I s r , el comes fir t. 11 _he mo ern Ph risees Ylill pro-

ceed to enric na be 1tify an vi t~lize Je i h ·roup life. hey ill 

hold f a Qt to 11 the agencies ich i t e p~ t preserved tne inte rity of 

the ueonle-I rel' 1 nu ·e, Ier el 10 lore, Isr el's oue o n · tion 1 

re1·bilit tion, Isr el's me ory-1 ae n cu tom 
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to modern needs. 

Above all, they will proceed to re-educate the Jew. Herein 
Liberal Judaism has been most culpable. It has quite unconsciously 
but nevertheless quite effectively prepared the way for an app~ 
and devastating analphabetism in our ranks. Jewish learning is the 
rarest of phenomena among Liberal Jews. We have/relegated the 
priceless heritage of our people - of the entire people - to the 
ordained and the professional few. We are thereby in danger of 
destroying the democratic character of our faith. If Judaism is 
to remain a democratic religion, if it is not to degenerate into a 
.Rabbinic hierarchy, it must be on the basis of Jewish learning 
broadly disseminated through all the clas■ea of our people. There is 
one inexorable law in our history. Without learning and study 
Judaism cannot survive. ' Wherever a Jewish community failed to 
kindle the lamp of learning and relied solely upon worship, observance 
and philanthropy, it ultimately disappeared. 

Our modern Pharisees will also face in fair combat the secularists 
in our midst - our modern Sadduoees. There are many groups in Israel who 
are the present day disciples of that ancient heresy which prophetic and 
Pharisaic Judaism fought doggedly through thirtycenturies. Some of these 
secularists consent to have religion occupy a modest place in the totality 
of Jewish life. Others are frankly skeptical of its importance or out
spokenly hostile. They have repudiated the historic religio-ethical 
Messianic ideal. of Judaism. They are however, hard ~put to it to find 
some other satisfying life-motif to substitute for it. Some of them are 
driven to a pseudo-scientific race idolatry - the exhaltation of race 
identity - a new blood cult. The newer theories of race and the findings 
of modern psychology are of course playing havoc with this cherished notion. 
Others are seeking refuge in a doctrine of cultural solidarity, extolling 
the ideal of the inviolability of. culture identities. Israel must persist 
because it possesses a distinctive culture. But one wonders what the dis
tinctiveness of Jewish culture is if it is not the dynamics of prophecy, 
the passionate outreaching for malchut shamayiml What other superlative 
contributions have we made to mankind? Whatever of the magnificent and 
the eternal there is in our life and literature derives from that one 
source. All else is a pale replica of alien thought and culture. 

Members of other cultural groups when separated from their native 
homes sooner or later exchange their cultures for those of other peoples. 
Except waere territorial isolation enables expaWAI.,._.,, ed peoples to retain 
their identity through force of social inertia, they overwhelmingly merge 
into their new invironment. They assimilate through the processes of 
inter-m rriage, formal ~e-eduoation or new contacts. Israel has struggled 
desperately and saorifi<ially in all the lands of hie dispersion, alike 
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in eriods of persecutio 

c ture and of hiLher to 

rry, . pr· ct ice h ie 

nd of reedom, int e midst of eoples of lo 1e r 

int in h is •iaentity. Heh· s refused t ·nte r

oula oI course h ave destroyed ni , not on t e 

result ant r ci 1 dl ixture oul pro uce less rifted 

usici2ns or scientists or riters . There 

tie • es: 11 Lest he ill turn • ay thy son from f ollo :ino· .... e, ti o.t they 

. • y serve ot_ er Gods. 11 The Je persisted in r c i l uniqueness i order 

to preserve t e inter-Ti ty of his f it.. . Loyal t '{ to t 1 • i t n spelled 
. 

loy lty to t e r;...ce . l US hen t ' .. e erican Je ill 0 n on bis ith 

he ill s iftly · n surely ssir il t te. "e rill inte r .. • rr3/ ·i tn t. e 

people ·bou1; l il , an .. ne rill estroy h i_sel r r~.ci ..... lly, ~n no qu·nt 

J e ish usic !,:i 
. ,Je isn rt books on Je iS ... l liter tu.re ilosop 0 or an p 

ill be potent enough to s ve him. _:ie • nti-reli ious Jev. il be t.1e 

• i st o _·o, a.s he al ys s bee . -he reli i0usly i~ i ... ierent ,Je ·.ill 
., 

lini er on by sneer -'- orce of i ertia until t er lentless ssimilative 

... orces ill sca tter ·n over elm him too. he secul· r n tion•list ill 

y 

en·ure until uo. t i es h"s i eolo ·y eri~ed r o • JJ410 
co p ct J v.·is community liie o: est r 

· issolvin i luences or 1e r ic • n 1 i e . 

ssipated by the 

• peal ·hich 

~l cstine i m kin to 'Y tom ny 01 our eoule .ill not roves ficient 
. 

to co 1 n " t e ir oy lty ere in t .... e ·ys to cor,e. est Jl isru ent 

oi st ron Je is vO on re lt in • l es tine ·ill ot cco.~lish ~he 

1r~c1e o~ r serv tion _or tne eric n Je . he esixtena e o re·t 

&er n . t erl n snot pt t e er. n~ int e nited St tes f ro 

a i. il tin· . T.e Je in the United t tee ill ot long r ~1n either 

Yicic i i st or Her 1st int e technic·l sense in ich t.e proponents 

o cultur 1 plur~11s, un~er t nd t e ter . . nly t reli ·ious e 

ill co tinue 

C ture n tr ditio so 

is 1a it 

Isrc.el . 

r l ys h ve, ~at ey i.evitably .ust . 

ill conserve nd c·rry on tne 

rest ill dis·upe--r, 8 t 

• .10 

y 
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To em: un : h • d • t h ~ 1-otnino- s tr ... nsoir·e 1n _ e t OU'"' t o:... tr e o:r.· 

or iL t e experience 01 Jcr el to ecessi tu..te t · e b n o : ent o t e 

n• tive , f al entcl, historic ~n e,. ocra t ic i • e~l O}. -c e ... • ss ion o 

I srael . .. o ot1 er i e · 1 01 -rester lo. ic 1 
.. 

·uue 1 h's s yet nue reo to suppl ant it . 

t e ne. doctrine o Jev ish Civilizrtion, 

or spiritu 1 

exponent of 

u ou ·h hi?i elf sore-

id li eral , 11 icts Lioeral u Lis on t e score of t is 

ission i eo . He declaree: 11 The :-.. eform rove; .. ent cl ~i i · t ' .. a t J daism 

is reli r; ious sys:te of li:te , a syste. 
..; 

Jew to evolve or t~e ~oo · oI m·nkino . To co .unic te t ·t system 

of lie i s t e Je~ •s estiny en~ i C" s ion . . . . 11e :t. ction oft t 

or~ani • tion is to reac i e unity OJ. o , ~ n~ o furt er t e 

• rot·:ierhood o ... .nan . Sue mission le ge us to fctive prop 

· ,inst trinit rian lristicnity -. n .... Iorre o:... privile~e 

n . r 

·n ilit ris, . I t • t ere tc.- en serio ly , it oul be ore • ,·er-

ou to be~ eror Je t1 n to t ~ 1ost violent ro ic 1·l . ly • 

• e d· ri spi1 its oula. to belon? to · n i tern tionp l 

01·g· niz tion o ... t · .. t Kin . settin up 'n 1· uossi le oa l for tne 
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far forgets the logic of his position as to blazon forth on the seal of 

~ 
his society the very substance and summary of the mission idea~·•and 

nations shall follow thy light"·•··· 

The strength of Liberal Judaism has been and is its adherence to 

the mission ideal. Its weakness lies in the fact that it has labored 

under an anti-nationalistic, anti-nomistic incantation, which is 

fundamentally foreign to prophetic and Pharisaic Judaism. The ideal of 

the mission of Israel is inexplicably intertwined 1th the ideal of 

the people of Israel. Deutero-Isaiah, who of all Jews most eloquently 

vocalized the missionary faith of Israel was of all Jews the moat 

nationalistic and Palestinian. It is clear, is it not, that a people 

need not expatriate itself or continue as an expatriated people in order 

to be an apostle to mankind, and that universalism and nationalism 

rightly conceived are never a.nti-thetical. 

In a renewed Pharisaism lies the hope of modern Judaism. There 

is enough of po.er and beauty in the magnificent concepts of Torat 

Yisrael, The Faith of Israel, cAm Yisrael, The People of Israel, and 

Eretz Yisrael, The Land of Israel, to kindle the enthusiasm of our 

generation. Our youth ill respond to an heroic appeal. Let us offer 

them a transcendent, imperial and difficult ideal, yea, a dangerous 

ideal, an Fsh Dat - a flaming faith, - and challenge them to assume 
' 

the hard, exacting discipline by hich alone that ideal can be approx

imated. The eak and timid among them will refuse. Th~ strong and 

high spirited 111 accept the challenge and the opportunity • 
• 




