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Mr. Hopkins should not resign.

He owes a moral obligation to Cleveland, the city which he has served
faithfully for six years and which is not unmindful of his services, to remain
at his post until he is forced from it,

It 1s nobler to fall than to surrender. MNr. Hopkins should demand the privilege

of a public hearing to which he is entitled by the provisions of the city charter.

The citisens of Cleveland wish to listen in on this hearing in order to learn on
what grounds his dismissal is sought and by whom.

The responsibility for the dismissal of the first city manager of Cleveland must
be laid unmistakably and in full public view at the door of that political cabal
which is seeking it. It is of utmost importance that the record of this un-
precedented agt of political sabotage should be complete and accurate. Fer

Mr. Hopkins to resign is to leave doubts in the minds of people - is, in a sense,
to desert them, MNr. Hopkins is no deserter.

For many of his fellow citizens Mr. Hopkins has become dwring his temm of office,

the symbol for the lkind of honest and efficient govermment which they would like
their city to enjoy. Against him, and most relentless in their hostility

are those forces which are not interested in honest and efficient government but

in political exploitation and personal aggrandiszement. Between these two opposing
conceptions of government there can be no compromise. It is an age-old strugzle.

Mr, Hopkins has for the time being become the battle-ground of this strugzle. He can
not resign.

It is clear now to many, as it has been clear to some from the very begimning,
that the men who in the past few years sought the overthrow of our city manager form
of government were interested not in the welfare of tle commmnity but in restoring
that type of governmental machinery which is more responsive to the deft manipulations
of clever politicians. If these men could have controlled the present city manager
they would have been reconciled to the system, But Mr. Hopkins would not be
controlled. He must ther:fore be destroyed. No charges are preferred. No




reasons are given. Apnucmumommmumtmuam

him,

Cleveland is seemingly helpless - at least for the time being. But for the
sake of the strugszle for clean and efficlent g0 vernment which tmst be carried
on in the future and in which we hope Mr. Hopkins will play a not inconsiderable
role, the full story of this gontemplated agt of political wantomness should be

told in public.
¥r, Hopikins should not resign. Cleveland demands a public hearing.
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WILLIAM R.HOPKINS October 15, 1929.
CITY MANAGER

W.J. MURPHY
SECRETARY

Rabbi Abba H. Silver,
10311 Lake Shore Boulevard,
Bratenahl, Chio.,

My dear Rabbi Silver:

I hope you will pardon my long delay in acknowledg=
ing your very gracious note of September 4, With the splendid
start which you gave the movement, it was inevitable that the de-
fense of the present plan should be successful., As a matter of
fact, the meeting at which you delivered the key note was the
beginning of the successful campaign which followed and you have
a right to feel that you made = real contribution to the result.

I presume that many people have told you what happened.

For my own part, I thirk I may sum it up by saying that it was the
most nearly unanimous aggregation of all ¢f the advocates of purely
political administration which we have vet witnessed. They put up
a tremendous fight and were absolutely certain of success., The re=~

1t was so totally unexpected by them as to leave them completely
stunned. Of course it is now necessary to carry out the second
item in the program of the Progressive Committece and elect a Council
which is honestly sympathetic with the llanager Plan, Here again I
feel that vyou made & very definite contribution by the suggestion
of the candidacy of lir. George Furth whose candidacy I sincerely
trust will be successful.

It will be good to see you agein and I shall hope some
time to have a chance to have you tell me something about the great
Conference which you attended.

Meanwhile, believe me as always, with much regard

Yours sincerely,

-
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WOULD YOU JOIN WITH ME AND BE ON OF LIMITED NUMBER OF PUBLIC

SPIRITED CITIZENS SPONSORING PUBLIC MASS MEETING SUNDAY
JANUARY 12 AT MUSIC HALL AT PUBLIC AUDITORIUM TO

MANAGER

AFTERNOON
PROTEST ARBITARARY OUSTER PROCEEDINGS AGAINST CITY
HOPKINS PROPOSED BY MAJORITY MEMBERS OF CITY COUNCIL PLEASE

WIRE COLLECT OR CALL ‘ME /fTMMED]|ATELY THANK YOU=

B R BRICKNER ~CEDAR 08¢3s



CARL D.FRIEBOLIN PHONE MAIN 7653
EDGAR S.BYERS

ARTHUR W.FRIEBOLIN

FRIEBOLIN & BYERS
LAWYERS
2002 GUARANTEE TITLE BUILDING
CLEVELAND,OHIO

January 9th, 1930,

Rabbl Abba Hillel Silver,
¢/o The Temple,
East 105th and Ansel Road,
Cleveland, Ohio,.

My dear Rabbi Silver:

Enclosed, herewith,
please find copy of letter which I have addressed
to Rabbi Brickner,

A lot of people in this
city will be iInterested to see what of the matters
touched upon in this communication will be referred
to at any public meeting called for the purpose of
retaining Hopkins in office.

Very respectfu(&y yours,

/)
gy \ -
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Janury 9th, 1930,

habbi Be Hy Brickner,
covontrz lgad,
Cleveland e shta. Ohioe

Hy dear Habbi;

The moral indignstion being
voiced by so many of our spiritusl leaders in the cause of
retention of ¥, ¥, Hopkins as City lanager has swakened
some of my owne I have tried to bottle it, but I can't

any longers
Lot ne ask yous

711l you tell the public of this
city the facts with resard to the Gordon Gardens deal at your
indignation meeting?

#ill you tell them the facts with
rogard to the Fershing Avenue wid deal smd lr, Hopkins!
part in it?

o 30s atopert o0 & ol I 06, Vi1 et
at 2 po radius

or vhich thgib:ro more than 850 aocres of r.ilrtad nnnnra:

sites owmned by the Belt and Teruinal Realty Coupany of uhxch

Mre. Hopkins is president and a prineipal stockholder? Just

what do you Shink of the pelitical morality, not to say decency,

of such a performance?

Just how do you explain to your own
satisfaction iir, lopkins' approvael of the Coit iﬂlﬂ“‘-ﬂ}‘l‘i!'!‘nshxo

!ﬂ%F&Mﬂ‘u&!ﬂm&?‘ 3o ®B8r1s Farn purohases

the Pollice Court site purchase; the reservoir site purchasej
the Garbage Flant site purchase - to mention some of them,

I assune you know something about
these thingsy Af you don't, I'11 be glad to give the facte.




January 9th, 1930,
S2abbl B, R, Brickner.
Page 2,

Now, lot me suggest Lo you sone
things you may not know,

Do you kunow eor care te know the
facts sbout the stadium project? I see Joo Hostetler is
filled with indisn:tionx « Ha, I believe, is secrotary of
the bankers'! Baseball Club Company to whieh Mr. Hopking
proposes to lease the stediun for a less amount than the
eity will have to pay as taxes if the property is used for
othor than public purpose. 1 can understand Joe's indignation.

Do you care to know the facts
sbout Xr. Hopkins' scheme to surrender the public rights
in the ecity's lake front?

Do know that in 19856

LOY he lobbled threugh the leglsle

thorized the eity to lease in perpetuity,
DAFriAN OowWihars or wWitd
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“the public Pont PLE
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Gordon Pavk, (exeept adjscent to the "hite City tract);

« that again in 1926, ac without euthority, he and the
railroads together lobbied through the Jacksen Eill which
nttc-gfo. (and I say attempts because the bill is invalld
for the @) to a go swrreander to the railroads, of
control of Cleveland's Lake Front froa the Hiver to East 206th
Street, except betweer West Ird and Hast 1Rth itreet, that
if his are carried out, the rallroads would control
Cleveland's water comuerce?

Do you know that in atteupt
to surrender the Bath Street tract to the railroads, he caused
1t to be veceted in 1928, and that no Cleoveland newspaper
c:r:::atzgtg story, or story of the Cordon Gardens purchase
8




January Sth, 1830.
Rabbi B, H, EBrickner.

Page Je

Do you know that the figures
comz}lod by the Bureau of MHunicipal Heseareh, show that the
costs of the house~keeping functions of the c!ty governuent,
the cost of the job Mr, Hopkins i1s hired to do, were 39 plus
percent, roughly 45,200, more in 1926 than %hoy were in 1928,
the last year of the mayoralty plan?

These are the last available
depsendable figures.

Do you know that he was suthorised

to spend $2,000,000 to erect the public hall wings and was boe
bween four and five hundred thousand dollars out in hils estimates?
Is this your idea of efficiency?

Do you know anytning sbout his
activity in connection with the level brdidge locaiion,
whiech first Pelter “iti, and then Dr. MeKay has denounced &s
& traffic monstrosity?

Do you know, that lMr. Hopkins would
be upwards of one million dollara short in his ope rating budget
this year, if he had not spent money secured from sales of land
such a8 the Jewish hcme site on Yoodland iAvenue, - a capital
expendlture for operating purpose, and misappropriated several
mundred thousand dellars from the light plant oarnin%a - money
$x§°2§3“gb’ Tow Jolnson to build up the light plant in 1906

- 4

This suggests part of the story of
the most extravagant and wasgteful, the wost shameful and shameless
administration this eity has ever seen, at least in the past
forty years.

If such conduct of publiec business
merits the approval of our leaders in the field of private
worality, is it any wonder our juries will not convict eriminals?




Rabbi Eo Re Brickner,
Cleveland Helights, Ohioe.

Page 4.

Sincerely . ours,

PeBe¢ I am sending & copy of thia letter to Rabbi Silver,
Reve Joel B, layden, Rev. Dan ¥, Bradley, irs. Marris Re
Cooley, Rave B, e "»ight and Rev. J. Cs Yalker,






