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~ --ith Theodore Herzl the political phase of the 4--millenial 

Messianic hope of Israel At least provisionally. 

Should the Jewish Homeland developluninteruptedly from international 
/ ~., - A. f 
Pee•~ltlmt aw, ec:q;o 1 wteenee to actuality, 'bl a c the political phase 

will have ended definitely. Only the prophetic pha.we of Jewiab 

esaianism will then remain - the heroic and eternal phase. 
) ) J J 

The Jewish Messianic hope was born not in -1 iefeat· but 

in power. It spraJ.lg into being when the race awakened to a realization 

of the unique and amazing career which destiny bad carved out for it. 

It antedated the period of national decline. In the full-tide of ·1.c, 

na.tiona.l J~itlJJ and in the midst of a vigorous llllll cultural 

by the 
A 

sp 1. spokesmen of Israel. was international in character 
i 

because Jewish nationalism wa1 a fact not a problem. A people can be 

international in outlook only when its own national life is secure. 

It as missionary in spirit ngt becaase !&I ael --•a a di earm1ne exa:w,e 

for 1,. Ml ee, eat because Israel had reached a point i n it 
,o1, 

development llilllil it ted a CiMlllll'r'J!'N~IWI- ideal fa•'•• life I 

concerned Palestine only as \ti igl II b111• the frV-.1 ..o 

which vant8€;e point Israel could move the world. 

capital of a. I ff? ~.A.-+•-.. ~ -+M _,; .. ~• ~~~,an ~e peop 

flow unto it, 

laws of seetsl Justice and of 

from 

tas :d 1 1eax-n 

peace. There is ~ and pride and 1/1 exultant confidence in 

thia teseianic concept of the race. 
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The minor key which we are accustomed to associate with the Messianic 
; -~ ~ 1/u ) 

hope is of _ It is the product of national ca.lamity. I 
CuA l ~ 
QIIIIIP tt 1 ,,1,iast1oa of the Kingdom of Israe1- never to be rebuilt. 

11s h northern provinc:-of Palestine w colonized~ alien peoples. 

" Galil•e becomes the 11 DiE>trict of the Gentiles." A century and a half later 

Judea was conquered and the Templ~stroye~The beat elements of the 

population were deported•a.l~e great diaspora began. M"""~en after the 
~v(.< I 

restoration of Judea and tber emple there remained a wide-spread diaperaion 

which continued increasingly throughout the subsequent centuries. Israel 

was II spread abroad as the :four winds of heaven", through the Persian impire 

and the Arabian Penninsula, in .Asia Ainor, in Egypt and along the aborea 

of the Mediterranean. In Judea there remained a meager, harassed and 

partially assimilated people, whom prophet and scribe tried to atreDgthen and 

reclaim. The nation was in vassalage. National independence was gone - not 

to be recaptured except for one brief century bei'ore the second~eahestruction. 

Only the indominatble will to live ranained and the hope of full national 

rehabilitation. .Among the choice spirits of ••• r 11,ile the .,..""""'--J;t•ab~• 
essianic prophet ism of the race continued unabated. The ~ll condi tiona 

to the great traditionf. Hitherto it was assumed, in a rather vague and 

undefined way, that Israel would serve as the instrument of mankind's spiritual 

salvation • .A.t the hands of the great Prophet of the Dispersion, the Second 

definite and unmiatslal.ble. 

It 

easianiam is now l nked up with the~ hope of national restoration. The 
~ . 

Jewiah Messianic thought. he first act in the great drama of world redemption 

must be the national redemption of Iarael. 
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I 

CJU 
It is ealized br a'9£, that the task of reconstituting society after 

f' I 

the highest pattern'of moral perfection cannot be accomplished without mu.ch 

suffering and sacrifice. Israel having assumed the crown must also ._ ~~ 

reeeaailed: '-'>- the cross of world leadership. Thus the tragic theme of the 

11 suffering servant of Yahweh" appears. Israel will be stricken and afflicted. 

He will bear the chastisement of the world, but by his stripes will the nations 

of the earth be healed. 

irbroughout the Persian and Greek periods of Jewish history both the 

political and prophetic elements were present in the Messianic complex.1:.-~ 

the grave accent was on the latter • . 
re-echoes through the writings of the post-exilic era/ Biblical and Apocryphal o 

i th the waning of the people' & hopes under Roman rule and more expecially after 

the harrowing catastrophes of 70 and 135 the classic prophetico- essianic tradition 

the back-ground. It ~ot lost or forgot ten. It ~-• simply 

incongruous. A crushed and broken people which cannot save itself cannot 
tL 

think much about saving waikl:dcl:. A dark obsession took hold of Israel -

homelessneaa • .!!'be "saJUIIII uaat ,h ahdawa .. 4s aaf -• ~ • Its emotional 

gro~ life became centered in the impassioned wish to return home. 

_..u1he political motif { on a new coloring. Despair oper!/the way 

for supernaturalism. Israel's redemption'i~ come not by way of self

emancipation, bu t~ough the v-.., .... ~~ intervention of a divinf endowed 

personal redeemer - a scion of the House of David. The revolutionary ardor 

pass out of the political ideal. The people 

f ate. 
-t But though the 11 galuth II cast its shadows over all the ways of ew- people's 

life, it never quite darkened that light of which it was said, "and nation• 

shall walk at thy light, and kings at the brightness of thy rising." 

\Vhen the era of political emancipation began for the Jewa of Western E:arope 
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Jff QN¼I 
prophetic .essianiam ~cg, be asser~ itself-~ in Jewiah thought. It was 

now spoken of as the doctrine of the "mission of Israel. 11 Many of those who 

championed it lwtS C, attempted to disengage it from the political ideal with 

which it bad been associated ever since the diaspora began. They regarded the 

political equality which they had acquired as individuals in their respective 

countries as adequate compensation for equality which their people
1 

Messianism forgetting or 

ignoring the fact that it was j21dC1a,ed upon a Jewish national life in Palestine. 

· a
1
b.:0k-ground that prophecy painted its picture of 11 ~ ha

y:--,mmir. 11 In the diaspora this picture bad no back-ground - and no canvass •.... 

To att~t to dissociate the prophetic from the political element of Messianism 
/,lf1A 

in the diaspora iii& to court group extinction. 

One is inclined to doubt the charge sometimes made that many of the pro-
1" 

tagoniets of the "mission idea" in Western E..u-ope were cons9 ous of unconscious 

' assimilationists. There were more direct ways out of Judaism. Nor is it alto-
~ I 

gether ~~ to s~ that they accepted the "mission idea" simply as an excuse 

and an apology for remaining Jews. Many of them were very loyal and very 

learned and very proud Jews. They believed that prophetic Messianism was a 

sufficient ideal for Jewish life in the diaspora, capable of sustaining it, 

without the aid of politic.al autonomy either in Palestine or in the diaspora. 

The logic of history has proved them wrong. They are to be credited however, 

with having DKX rought forward again from the "' 
~ ""'~t · r 

Jewish thought~ irre.preasible~l tradition. 

· to the center of 

Ea.stern-Europ an JeyY felt the impact of thia awakened ,Propheti~ 
• which had. a!W&j'"s boen with i•• , 

Messianism/along with other influences which reached it with the akalah 

movement from Western Europe. Witness Krochmal, whose philosophy of 
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yet won their political emancipation. They lived more compactly and in 

the midst of peoples culturally inferior to them. the sense of group 

solidarity aai ftell•l•Md.•• was accordingly very strong among them. The 

political Messianic hope was loyally clung to by th masses, a1 w1U me 

b 

&row 1ae ,,itottal paeaea of Me11iaalaa: 

Here and there an attempt waa made to the prophetic element 

' (. 

f rom essianism. Witness Lil,Jenblum. In all such instances the attempt was 

in the nature of 
~ 

a counterbla.st to the anti-nationalist "mission" advocate of 

estern Europe. It wa.a the m,f(Jlt:~; controversy end polemics - not of ,-. 

reasoned thought consistent with their own major praniaes. 

tu~, 
Political Messianiam....,~!11- received its fullest expreaaion in Theodore 

trvv-A ~ 
Herzl. His Zioniem - at $:e • .. ••• a purely political interest, _.was also 

the case with Hess and Pinsker. He was far removed from Jewish life and 

tl 
unacquainted with classic tradition1of his people. He came to Jewry 

by _,. way of anti-semi tiam, not by 4 w~ of Judaism. At one of the Zionist 

Congresses he frankly confessed that he did not know what waa even meant by 

l rw I 
t he term "Jewish culture." His maximum program at ••• o?at, ■et waa the extabliah- • 

ment of a legally-secured haven of refuge for hie pereecu.t ed breth_,fen. - anywhere 1 . 

• ~ ~ -1,.,1 ~ ~ t IN\ 

not necessarily in Palestine. If Ae ta~, of Jewish nationalism it mm t:a 

terms of the natio aliat philoaophie of century Europe. 
t' u.JVV,,;v. I < f ' • I r 

tical Messianiamf'waa destined to - ~ Herzl's 
1' 

nationalist philoaopey. It '11.J~ 

prsau ..ed. a unique national tradition of twenty-fiv cen urie., ~ch 

~ ~ 'I! J ~ 
as~~d 

I 

up ~abtf wi th Paleatine, the Hebrew language, •• I 11 culture, the Torah 

and with dreams of its seer• and propheta. And reai1tance 

Its leader was Achad Ha-am. 
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riting r the first Zionist Congress in 1g97 Acha.d "Ua-am stated 

that he was not at all sure that Israel was reacy to assume the role of a 

political nation. Furthermore that even if it were prepared and even if 

permission were granted to Israel to assume its place as a political entity 

in the world. he was not at all sure tbat that ould represent the fulfilment 

of its destiny. Israel, he argues, has a higher destiny to achieve. Two 

thousand years of heroic suffering and martyrdom can not find their compensation 

in the right to play the role of a pitifully small state in world of 

political intrigue, a pawn in the hand.a of scheming international diploma.ts. 

"The reward must be according to the suffering. 11 An ancient people which 

has been II a light unto the nationsu can not and should not content itself 

with the moiety of political autonomy enjoyed by peoples many of whom are 

culturally and historically insignificant and none of whom suffered as Israel 

has suffered. It waa neither a matter of accident nor of slight moment that 

:,ropheta arose in Iara.el who visioned "the end of d~•" when righteousness 

would be established in the world. This universal hurnant.ta.rian ideal haa been 

and mu.st continue alwE13s to be an integral part of the ideal of Jewish 

nationalism. "The salvation of Israel will come to pass thro ''h prophets 

.,,.. tf 
and not through diplomats • . ••. 

Acham wa 
1

a 

ideology n vogue among Western European 
~ 

I' II 

of the uenationalized mission 

Jews. Be called for a nor 1 
~ 

full I national life n Palestine which shall be the 4Ali1lelilllft' 

a cultural .f1ed1h renaisance. un M,v.Jt •• .,,,_:..v .... ,_ lture was fflffJI 

Prophetic Messianism, 
I '/. 



Cultural Zionism could not make great headway during the post-Dreyfuss 
c; 

MA and ._ pogrom era which were coterminous with the first years of the 
/1 

Zionist congresses. Uppermost in the minds of the people at that time was 
I h 

the desperate thought of escape. not of return. But in the quieter years 

which followed, cultural Zionism gathered strength. It became the most per

suasive argument in Zionist propoganda. It proved far more effective than 

Herzlean political Zionism in converting the intellectual classes of our 

eople. It responded to the deeper cravings of the Jewish soul • 

.A perusal of the literature of cultural Zionism covering a period of 

more than a quarter of a century can not fail to impress one ID.I with the 

note of prophetic ssianiam which is constantly sounded there. These pro-

tagoniets of cultural Zionism. avowedly, are not thinking of just another 

secular culture but of a quite unique and extraordinary culture, which ages 

ago was touched with the live coal of ti~ a prophetic inspiration llllltwhose 

glow has not been e~rr{;,,':, ni::ed ti& ·&i@R the long and wearying centuries. They 

are thinking of crusading culture which will transform the world, a culture 

reach- out for "new things, thinks kept in store, not hitherto lmown. !' ... It 
J' 4" 

is the ancestral hunger for "ma.lchut Jhama.yim11 , the new Jewish State must be 
r 

an expression of the historic social idealism of the race. The visions of the 

prophets must find in the renascent Jewish commonwealth tta local habitation 

and a name. 11 Palestine must become the workshop of our pelle I s highest 

ethical aspirations and mankind's experimental laboratory 9 social reconstruction. 

Aa4. if l t le iPlW, ae { recent Christian pilgrim, returning from Palestine 

aver.,, that ''1he bravest ,social vent~e in the world todq 11 is developing in 

~ 
·t I{ I J h . , I, ,J , vw •v, ,, 

Palestine,••• tbi&hqre is )in pa.rt at least , being ~dnd:lcated.. 

The prophetic element in modern Zionism is not the exhuberant dream of a 

few romanticists. It is preaent in the thought of its moat sober and realistic 

exponents. At the l~ing ahe corner stone of the Hebrew University, Dr. 



declared: "Am I too bold if
1 

here t~ in this place# among the hills of 

Ephrai.m and Judah, I state i:ey- conviction that the seers of Israel have not 
V 

utterly perished, under the a9gla of this fniveraity there will be a 

rena.is,ance of Divine power of prophetic wisdom that once was ours!" 

It is well that the political phase of Jewish Messianism is coming to 

a close in the upbuilding of the llational Homeland. We shall not have to 
oO ~ lay much stress in the future on the importance of J"ationalism. \ e shall 

~eforth be ~~aiMd not with its lack bu.t with its consequ.ence£-, 

. 
we were constrained to over-emphasize its i'l psrtans1. 

~ J men of our cause were driven to extoll Jationaliam-N-•, which is after 

all a quite recent and demonstrabl, a quite inadequate human concept. It 

is not mankind's ultimate JIIXII .. vision. Certainly it is not the 

prophet ism. liat ionalism is not enough. It is a minimum requiranent not a 

JllB.Ximum program. Our national rebirth was made possible by a war in which 

nationalism was thoroughly exposed and discredited.. 11 hat is great in a man" 

said Nietzsche, 11 1s that he is a bridge and not a goal. 11 This is true also 

of men collectively,-of nations and of national culturea. 

Nationalism will not suffice the eternally questing soul of our people. 

After ita national life is secure Israel mu.st push on to the frontiers of 

the new world - the world of internationaliam,of economic freedom1of brother

hood and of peace. It must resume the burden of i ta IJessianic career 111/e 

shall not fail nor be crushed lttll hef.rc.set the right in the earthjand 

the isles shall wait for his teaching" ..... . 

V 
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THEODOR HERZL AND JEWISH UF.SSIANISM 

ABBJ. HILLEL SILVER 

With Theodor~ Herzl the political phase of the tri-millenial 

Messianic hope of Israel ca.me to an end. At least provisionally. 

I\. 
Should the Jewish Homeland develop uninte~ptedly from international 

sanctions to actuality, the political phase will have ended definitely. 

Only the prophetic phase of Jewish Messianism will then remain - the 

heroic and eternal pbase~The Jewish . essianic hope was born not in 

helplessness but in power. It sprang into being when the race awakened 

to a realization of the unique and amazing career which destiny had 

carved out for it. It antedated the period of national decline. In 

the full-tide of its national life and in the midst of a vigorous cultural 

activity was the dogma of prophetic Messianism proclaimed by the spiritual 

spokesmen of Israel. This dogma was international in character because 

Jewish nationalism was then a fact not a problan. A people can be 

international in outlook only when its own national life is secure. It 

was missionary in spirit because Israel bad reached a point in ita 

spiritual development where it needed a conscious ideal in life not, as 

in later d.33s, a disarming apology for living. It concerned Palestine 
c.) 

only as the po- sto from which vantage point Israel could move the world. - -
An eager, mystic, and masterful religious imperialism was at the heart of 

Jewish . .f.essianism at the outset. This is the essence of the "acharit ha.

visions of ~ icah and Isaiah. Zion must become the spiritual 

capital of a regenerated hlunanity. The peoples of the earth will flow 

unto it to receive instruction in the highest laws of justice and of 

orld peace. There is superb daring an pride and exultant confidence in 

thia Messianic concept of the race. • 
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The minor key which we are accustomed to associate with the Messianic 

hope is of another and a later age. It is the product of national calamity. 

At the close of the eighth century the Kingdom of Israel was destroyed -

never to be rebuilt. The northern provinces of Palestine were colonized 
k 

- by alien peoples. Galilee lu,eemos the 11 Di strict of the Gentiles. 11 A. 

-

century and a half later Judea was conquered and the Temple destroyed. 

The best elements of the population were deported. The great diaspora 

began. Even after tbe restoration of Judea and the rebuilding of the 

Temple there remained a wide-spread dispersion which continued increasingly 

t hroughout the subsequent centuries. Israel was "spread abroad as the f our 

winds of heaven, 11 through the Persian Empire and the Arabian Penninsula, 

in Asia Ainor, in Egypt and along the shores of the lediterranean. In 

Judea there remained a meager, harassed and partially assimilated people, 

whom prophet and scribe tried to strengthen and reclaim. The nation was 

in vassalage. National independence was gone - not to be recaptured 

except for one brief century before the second and greater deatruction. 

A 
Only the indomina\ble will to live remained and the hope of full national 

rehabilitation. Among the choice spirits the ine~nable Messianic 

prophetism of the race continued unabated. The untoward conditions of 

the times and the threatened dissolution of the nation even lent fuel to 

the great tradition. Hitherto it was assumed. in a. rather vagu.e a.nd un-

defined way, that Israel would serve as the instrument of mankind 's spiritual 
/'J, 

salvation. At the hands of the great Prophet of the Dispersion. the pecond 

Isaiah, a.nab.a deaciples, this belief became definite and unmistakable. 
i 

It became
1
in fact, the new dogma of Jewish nationalism. Prophetic Messianism 

!Ar~ 
now thowever, linked up with the hope of national restoration. The 

wiv.> ~ 
political motif <La introduced and thereafter this motif gainp ascendancy in 
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in Jewish esaianic thought. The first act in the great drama of 

the world redemption must be the national redemption of Israel. 

It ff now realized too, that the task of reconstituting society 

after the highest pattern of moral perfection cannot be accomplished 

without much suffering and sacrifice. Israel having assumed the 

crown must also assume the cross of world leadership. 

theme of the u suffering servant of Yah eh11 appears. 

hu.s the tragic 
~ 

Iara.el w-Il be 

stricken and afflicted. He will bear the chastisement of the world, 

but by his stripes will the nations of the earth be healed. 

Throughout the Persian and Greek per i ods of Jewish history both the 

political an rophetic elements were present in the Messianic complex, 

but the ave accent was on the latter. ~he voice of the second Isaiah 

echoes and re-ehoes through the writings of the post-exilic era, Biblical 

and Apocryphal. But with the waning of the people's hopes under Roman 

rule and more especially after the harrowing catastrophes of 70 and 135 

the classic prophetico-Uessianic tradition was forced to the back-ground. 

It was not lost or forgotten. It became simply i ncongruous. A crushed 

and broken people which cannot eave it self cannot think mu.ch about saving 

the world. A dark obsesaion took hold of Israel - the thought of ita 

homelessness. Its emotional group life became centered in the impassioned 

wish to return home. 

The political motif took on a new coloring. Despair opened the way 

or supernatural.ism. Israel's redemption can come not by way of self

emancipation, but only through the miraculous intervention of a ivinely 

endowed personal redeemer - a scion of the House of David. The revolutionary 

ardor passed out of the political ideal. The people became passive in the 

hands of fate. 

-- But though the "galut II cast ita shadows over all the ways of the people's 

11:fe, it never quite darkened that l • ght of which it waa said, "and nations 



-

- 4-
• 

shall walk a.t thy light, and kings at the brightness of thy rising." 

When the era of political emancipation egan for the Jews of 

estern Europe prophetic Messianiam asserted 1 tself anew in Jewish 

thought. It was now spoken of as the doctrine of the "mission of Israel." 

Many of those who championed it attempted to disengage it from the 

political ideal with which it bad been associated ever since tbe diaspora 

began. They regarded the political equality which they had a.cqt1ired as 

individual.a in their respective countries as adequate compensation for 

the political equality which their people had failed to acquire. They 

adhered to the doctrine of prophetic Messianism forgetting or ignoring 

the fa.ct that it waa predicated upon a Jewish national life in Palestine. 

It was against this national and territorial back-t;round that prophecy 

painted ita picture of "acharit ha.-y~im". In the diaspora this picture 

h..q,d no back-ground - and no canvaae.... To att~t to dissociate the 

prophetic from the political element of essianiem in the diaspora was to 

court group extinction. 

One ia inclined to doubt the charge sometimes made that many of the 

protagoniata of the -<ni1aaion idea<° in eatern Eu.rope were conacioua or 

unconacioua aaaimilationista. ni.ere were more direct ways out of Juoaiam 

open to theta. Nor is it al together true to say that they accepted the 

_Atmisaion 1 eatt-simply as an excuse and an apology for remaining Jewa. 

Many of them were very lo1al and very learned and very proud Jews. They 

believed that pi-ophetic Meeaianian waa a sufficient ideal for Jewiah life 

in the diaspora, capable of sustaining it, without the aid of political 

autonomy either in Palestine or in the diaspora. The logic of history 

ha.a proved them wrong. They are to be credited however, with having 

bro ht forward again from the periphery to the center of Jewish thought 

the irrepressible prophetic tradition. 



Eastern-'European Jewry felt the impact of this awakened prophetic-'-

qu.i1118flt along with other influences which reached it with the Haskala.h 

movement from Western Europef\.. Witness Krochmal, whose philosophy of 

Jewish history is comparable to that of Jehuda Halevi,. the chief spokesman 
'(l..,j -[MM ' 1~ 

-- of prophetic , essianism in the Middle Ages. But A tia¥ never dissociated 

the prophetic from the political phase of .essianism. The Jews of Eastern 

Europe had not yet won their political emancipation. They lived more 

compactly and in the midst of peoples culturally inferior to them. The 

sense of group solidarity was accordingly very s rong among them. The 
(rQ -- political essianic hope was loyally clung tot y the leaders and the 

masses of the people. 

Here and there an attempt was made to expurgate the prophetic element 

from Messianism. ,1tness Lilien·blum. In all such instances the attempt 

wa.s in the nature of a counterblast to the anti-nationalistic 0mission11 

advocates of Western Europe. It was the offspring of controversy and 

-~ -- polemics - not of reasoned thought consistent with J;.J, 1r own major premises. 

-

Political Measia.nism1as such, received ita fullest expression in 

- Theodor~ Herzl. His Zionism at first was a purely political interest. 

~his was also the case with Hess and Pinsker. He was far removed from 

Jewish life and unacquainted with the classic traditions of his people. 

He came to Jewry by w~ of a.nti-semitism, not by way of Judaism. At one 

of the Zionist Congresses he frankly confessed that he did not know what 

as even meant by the term "Jewish culture." His maximum program at the 

outset was the establishment of a legally-secured haven of refuge for 

his persecu.ted brethren - anywhere, not necessarily in Palestine. His 

concept of Jewish nationalism waa couched in terms of the nationalist 

philoaophiea of nineteenth-century Europe. 

Herzl's exclus\ve political essi&i.11am1so alien to the essential 
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genius of the race, was destined to encounter resistance, Jewry and 

J:--:;;..:.4.--
especially Eastern-European reserved an older and nobler nationalist 

I 

philosopey. It treasured a unique national tradition of twenty-five 

cent · i es, ~ ich was inseparably bound up with Palestine, with the 

Hebrew language, with Hebrew culture, with the Torah and with all the 

imperishable dreams of its seers and prophets. And resistance soon made 

itself felt. Its leader was Achad. Ha-am. 

Writing soon after the first Zionist Congress in 189~ A.chad Ha-am 

stated that he was not at all sure that Iara.el was ready to assume the role 

of a political nation. Furthermore that even if it were prepared and even 

if permission were granted to Israel to assume its place as a political 

entity in the worl • he was not at all sure that tba.t would repreaent 

the fulfilment of its destiny. Israel, he argues, ha.a a higher destiny to 

achieve. Two thousand years ofheroic sufferiDg and martyrdom can not find 

their compensation in the right to play t he role of a pitifully small state 

in a world of political intrigue, a pawn in the hands of schemi?lg inter

national diplomats. 11 1'he re ard must be according to the suffering." An 

, .. 
ancient people which has been 'h, light unto the nations" can not and should 

not content itself with the moiety of political autonomy enjoyed by peoplea 

many of whom are cult-urally and historically insignificant and none of 

hom suffered as Israel bas suffered. It was neither a matter of accident 
p 

_ nor of slight moment that fropheta arose in Israel who visioned "the end 

of days" when righteousness ould be eetaoliahed in the worla. This 

universal humanitarian ideal ha.a been and must continue always to be an 

integral part of the ideal of Jewish nationalism. 11 The salvation of 

Israel will come to pass through prophets and not through diplomats ....... 11 

Achad Ha-run a.s of course, a severe critic of the denationalized "mission" 
( 
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- ideology 9fte& in vogue among estern-European Jews. 

- full-blooded, national life for his people in Palestine which 

seed-bed of a cultural renaisa.nce. Unmistaka.bly1however Achad Ha-em's 

~ ' 
"culture" was ~eeee<i. with Prophetic Messianism. 

---
°";}'I I, • 

Cultural Zionism could not make ~e!t headway ~i.~ the post-Dreyfus 
~ 

and pogrom eras which ere coterminous with the first years of IM Zienlst 

, • •illg!I! 01,uu1. Uppermost in the minds of the people at that time was the 
. -".,,J,A • . • I 

. ' 
desperate thought of "escape". not of 11 return. 11 But in the quieter years 

" 
which followed, cultural Zionism gathered strength. It became the most 

persuasive argument in Zionist propaganda. It proved far more effective 

than Herzl ean political Zionism in converting the intellectual classes of 

our people. It responded to the deeper cravings of the Jewish soul. 

A perusal of the literature of cultural Zionism coverin ~ a period of 

more than a quarter of a century can not fail to impress one with tba note 

of prophetic ?essianism which is constantl y soun ed there. These pro

tagonists of cultural Zionism, avowedly, are not thinking of just another 

secular culture but of a quite unique and extraordinary culture, which ages 

ago was touched with the live coal of a prophetic i nspiration whose glow 

has not been quenched in the long and wearying centuries. _J aey are thinking 
u 15:t? t}~,J_ ~ 

o a crusading culture which ill transform the world, a culture'rwhich will 
/\ 

reach out or "ne things, things kept in store, not hit erto known ..... " 

It is the same ancestral hunger for 11 malchut ahama.yim." he new Jewish State 

must be an expression of the historic social ideal ism of the race. The 

visions of the propheta mu.st find in the renascent Jewish commonwealth 

"a local habitation and a name." Palestine Dlll&t become the workshop of 

our people's highest ethical aspirations and mankind's experimental 

laboratory for social reconstruction. 

A recent Christian pilgrim, returning from Palestine a/,verred that 

11 the br vest social vent-ure in the world today" is developi C1' in Palestine. 
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If this is true, then the hope of the !essianic Zionists is, in part at 

__ least being vindicated. 

The prophetic element in modern Zionism ia not the exhuberant dream of 

a. few romanticists. It is present in the thought of its moat sober and 

realistic exponents. At the laying of the corner atone of the Hebrew University, 

Dr. Weitzmann revealed the innermost soul of himself and of the movement when 

he declared: 

11 Am I too bold if, here today in this place among 
the hills of l1i braim and Judah, I state my con
viction that the seers of Israel have not utterly 
perished, that under the aegis of this university 
there will be a renaissance of the Divine power 
of prophetic isdom that once was ours?" 

It is well that the political phase of Jewish }. essianism is coming to 

a close in the upbuilding ot the Teti ·nal Homeland. e shall not have to 

lay so much stress in the future on the importance oi' nationalism. e shall 

hencef orth be confronted not with its lack but wit i t s consequences. Hitherto, 

wanting the full complement of the attributes of n tionalism we 8S-4J constrained -

to over-emphasize its virtues. Jany of the spokesmen of our cause were driven 

toe toll nationalism~~• which is after all a quite recent and1demonstrably, 

a quite inadequate human concept. It ia not mankind's ultimate vision. Certainly 

JI'\ 
- it is not the substance of our~anceatral tradition, whose motif is not nationaliam 

but prophetiam. Nationalism is not enough. It is a minimum requirement not a 

maximum program. Our national rebirth ,,aa made possible by a war in which 

nationalism was thoroughly exposed and discredited. ationalism is a means, 

not an end. 11 What is great in a man" said ietzsche, "is that he is a bridge 

and not a oal. 11 This is true also of men collectively, - of nations and of 

national cultures. 

Uationalism will not suffice the eternally questing sou.l of our people. 

After i t a national 11-e is secure Iara.el must push on to the frontiers of the 

new world - the world of internationali , of economic freedo, of brotherhood 

and 01 peace. It must resume the burden of ita easianic career. 11 e shall 



not fail nor be crushed till he have set the right in the earth; and the 

isles shall 1ait for his teaching ......•. 11 




