
 
Abba Hillel Silver Collection Digitization Project 
Featuring collections from the Western Reserve Historical Society and 

The Jacob Rader Marcus Center of the American Jewish Archives 

 
 
  

Western Reserve Historical Society                 American Jewish Archives 
10825 East Boulevard, Cleveland, Ohio 44106 3101 Clifton Avenue, Cincinnati, Ohio 45220 
(216) 721-5722                                                 (513) 487-3000 
wrhs.org                                                         AmericanJewishArchives.org 

 
MS-4787: Abba Hillel Silver Papers, 1902-1989. 

Series V: Writings, 1909-1963, undated. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Reel     Box         Folder  
         174           63           215 
 
 

The only basis for good will between Jew and non-Jew, 1929. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



T 

I 

0 

I 

0 

C 

111 

• 

l t 

1ou 

1 l 

11n' 

1 

1 

0 

l • 

ri 

1 o 

I 

• 
1 

1 

0 

I 

on, 

0 l Y 

1 

t 

r 

t 

I 

o l 

1 ti • 

, C 

1 1 

t 1 

V 

• 

' 
I 

l 

, 0 v. 

t 

L J ID O 1-J • 

BY 

) • 'I I 

o oul 11 o o ir oo 

0 , 1 

0 nc a -

1 if'f r C • 

y 1t 1 l lit tin 

0 h 1c J 1 

0 in 

yi , or 

t n 1 0 • 

I - 0 y 

0 

I 

• 
I 

1 • 
r n 

1 1ct 

0 • 
t • 

I n 1 y in l • 



- -
I o not 1 t n, rot otiv color t1on, th 

n rs, t itu a n ix>in s of vi w of th An lo-Saxon, 

Tuton, Gaul or Sl· v. I 

of ny n in or r o 

r t 1 nu . I 1 h to b 

ia rioua. Any ov 

s lf- bn tion, 1 

y fri n only 1f 

no is t t 

rivil 

on th liv ry 

of bin in his 

y lf. A y oth~r b ei for 0 111 

n for oo 

til 

111 

Th 

conv rt • t hi 

n 

s of e 

o oul b 

yo 11v1n n 

thin in 1 vi , 1 not y ri . H is my ene.y. 

H o s not 11 or 

0 r fl otion i • 

0 C st 

of hu n f 1 o e i 

com nion of in e 

i ill br1 

in 

11 h v not 

It ia on y 

, 

ic 

0 

t I • H 

Si e hi 

1 rin no 

on 

- ·or 

n 

8 

oul lik to his 

1 ti ct1v n se for the 

tot 

n f 

ulti te 

s11 • 

i y no hin but 

-ou rao 11 ty. 

l is uni u neaa. 

tiv p raonal1ty 

1ch h 

1ff r nee. • 

1 

i 

r t 

to 

t 

J 

1br 

nt ribu 

00 

I 

to 

111 

nity of 

o c r v ry 

raon l1t1 

on in­

bout 

y r 11 ion. You 

ch bou you a. 

1 is not oo 

J nun 1 

b 11 f 1 no 

profoun ly 0 I/ 

ro oun ly 0 

h t a ei nific nt 

Chr1 t 1 n n you o not o r v r, 

Y, 

111. 

vi no 

nt. 

y 1 

y hi , 

V nt 1 

l t UB b 

-J to 

It 1 n 

1, b 

cover 00 

con t 

ro - in d bout it.• 

or n u b 11 v1 n 

r nt o ch oth r1 no -

b 11 Vin J ., ho 1 

1 vin Chr1at1an, o 1 

n b· si for 00 111, 

• 

• 



I'og 1 ! 

''The Only Basis for Good Will 
Between Jew and Non-Jew'' 

By RABBI .\BB.A HILLEL SILVER D. D. Litt. D. 

Th r are p ople who w ul l lik t a quir g o I will through a --imilalwn. Th ~ 
know that int le{am· in the- la t analv. i i due to th xi t nee of diff ren --r li~iou-
<liff r n<· •:- ra ial cliff r .n • ,. ·uliurai diff r nc . The, w ul I th "r fore d a,,·ay \\ ith . . . 
intoler~ n b) blit rating th ~e diff t>r n ~. 

But that i payin~ too hif-h a pric ! Th thin(T ~ained j • ] ~ - than th thinµ urr n-
d r d. To u~ 1 ·njamin Fr~ 111...Jin·~ phra~e ··Thal i p·1) in~ dear , ·n d ar ft r the 
,,hi,tlt· .• 

l lik ti b nth LL'~t of term · with m,· n~ighlwr. I imite hi · friencl:hi1 , n a, 
I pruff r min -hut onl. m me condition: that h re~pe ·t Ill) indi, iclualil) , rn a. I 
r ·--pe 't hi.:-. lie mu ·t tak m • fur , hat l am ven a.:- 1 tak him for ,, hat li • i .. • not for 
,, hat h ,f tL \\ould lik th· oth •r on \: l , . I am ,, ha I am. I h'-n·e b' n mol 1 ·d 
h) c nturies ,f di:tincti,~ cultural exp •ri n • . •. l am uni,1ue ra ·ial pr '<'ipitate. l "j ... h 
to r Ill in "!,at I am. 1 am n ady lo a<'know l d¼,!: th· l rny m·i~hhor has th , <1nw ri;rht to 
r'tain hi.:- indi,i lualit\ "ml hi nt<·ial an I ·ulturul li-..tinrti,· 11> :-.. Jt i~ ou th h~ j ... f uch 
<·11ntru ... 1~ whi ·h ar' n ;l ·tmflict • th" t 1 ,-.otdc.l build a r·al ·omr . .H1e:--hip of go cl work!:-. 

I am 1 It•} r " and not \n~lo-.'a . nn. 1 , m Jl •Ln·\\ an l not T •uhm Caul, or 'la,·. I 
11 \ r \,ilt lJ • anything ,],e. l lo not \\i. b to lakt• on a.: pr lt'<'li, ' loratiun th· mamwr::- , 
altitu l -~ and point: f , ie\\ of 111 ·\n:.do- , :\on Teut m Caul or ,"l~n-. l do not "· ish ln 

takt=· on th Ii, ry >f an) man in nlt'r to n j ) th• pri, ilt>~c of 1 ·in:r in hi , r tinu •. I 
,, i. h to he Ill_ st'lf. _\ny ther ha,is for ~oo<l \\ ill i • puri iu • . \ny moH'm nt for good 
,., ill ,, 1,i ·h d 1nand f me " ] f-ahnt>tration i ~ a ho ... tilt" attaC'k. Th m,111 \\ he, \, unld be 
Ill\. fri ·nd mly if lw c n (' m, •rt Ill• 't< Iii \\av< f li\ inu and thinkin<~ and h 1it•rin!!. i:-- n >t . . .. ,., { 

111~ fri~ml. II· is my 'nm_. Il • lot·~ 11 >t lik· m for ,,h L lam. H ,,oulcl lik to .et' 
hi~ O\\ n r fl ·ti n in m . 

Th Je\\ who a~t::- .... i le Iii di,iin ·tiH'nt~~ for tht" ·,k of lrnm,n f·1lo\\. hip , ,ill 
brin~ nuthin~ to the l ultim t' lmmunion of mind "hit'h alon mak ~· up hum n f llow­
J1ip. He \\ ill brin° lo that h pPd-for frat rni tv nothing but a mas JU radinµ;. -.If a puriou­
and ,. ::-h d-out pen, nality. Ht' wi11 h v n ·thin~ t gi\ . He ha d ~tc y d hi· uniqu •• 
n ~.... It i~ only ... n intt:~r t 1 \ibr nl , n l affirrnati,· p r onality whi h ha , methin 17 to 

ntribut l • mmunil) 1f p ·r~ ,nalitir~. 
Th r . i • a lypt" of ~o) 1 "ill \ hic·h i: ha ~ed on imlifft>renc . ·J am a J , hul I clo n t 

• ... r • , try much al out my r ]i~ion. Yuu ar a hri~tian and y u d not ·at· , ·ty mu ·h 
ab ul your ·. ~ hy th n let u.:- I ' broad-mind d ab )Ut it:· Thi i • n l µ; od \\ill. It i 
un on rn . For "n unbeli vin~ Je, and an unbelievin~ non-J w lo h tol rant f a h 

ther• n n-bt>li f i • n a ·hi ,. m -'Ill. It is h nab Ii vinp: J w wh i • profoun Hy m , 1 
by hi~ faith and a b lie\ iuo- :hri~tian , ho i~ profoundly moH'd Ly hi· di co\· r a • mmon 
b~,si~ fur it <l wi ll that a ,i~11ificanl '\"'Ill i n~ummat •d. 

• 



October 1, 1929 
5 

T~e Only Basis for Good Will 
Jew and Non-Jew 

Between 

IIEHE ar p ,ple ,,ho l\Oul<l 
• like to arquir good will 
~ through a. similation . Th 

llr----"'== know that inloleran ·e in th 
la. t analy~i . , i: du lo th of 
diff r nc ~- rdigiou: Jiff r nee~. ra­
cial djfferencc.· , ultural cliff r 11c 

Th ther for do away with intol r-
an h ohlit rating th . diff r n 

But that is pa_ ing too hi h a pri 
Th tl1ing gai ,wd i. l : . than th thing 
. urr n<l n•d. To u B njamin Frank­
lin': phra. <', "Thal i: paying dear, y r 
cl ar for tlw \\ hi . t]e. ' 

I lik<> to he on th he:--L of term: with 
m n ighhor. I invil hi: fri ndship 

By RABBI 88,\ IIILLEL • IL\ ER. D.D .. LITT.0. 

+·- ·--·--------··----··-·---·--.. -11,-•1-■1-11-■•-··-··-··-·+ 

i "F b 1 • • J <l I 1 • • j j or an un c 1ev1ng cw an an un 1c 1~v1n~ j 
j non-Jew to be tolerant of ach oth -r' non h lief j 
j i no achievement. It i wh n a believing Jcv,:, \.\.1hn j 
j i profoundly moved by hi faith, and a hdi ·ving j i Chri tian, who i profoundly moved hy hi -, <li -over j i a common basi for good will, that a ignificanl vent : 
j i con um mat d," ay thi n tcd Jcwi h l a<lcr. ! . I J 

I 
Thi Jpungendt arti

1
le ~n. "fth 011

1
1)' lw--i .... f f~r

1
f!
1

1:0<1_

1
,\ill j 

• wtw <'11 <'W an non- ('W 1 rorn t w p, n o ,~a 1 11 . , v••r, f 1 the <'min nt l ader of the Tcm1,lc> of .lt•w l.11111. Ohio. • i l :
1 

1n hL year:- p nt in the mini,-try, Rahl,i . ih er ha had j" 
ampl opp rtunity to dl'vote thought to tlw <· ·n pn·, •n t •

1
1 problem, th promotion of tolnan('e and gnnd "ii] !w­

t\\ <'n th J \\ and th non -J c \, . 

f In thi., artiele, Rahhi . ilwr gi\1'"' tlw n•,ult-. of that 
"! rxpcri nee. In a f<'w rompa<·t, \\t·ll -d1o s1•n 1·ntt>1H·1•, a 

l\nrlcl of truth j-, told. He truly '-U)'-. "Thi' ]1 •\\ \\IJO ca-., .. 1

1 

a iclc hi di-,tinc-ti\CllC'-. for th .... ak1• of human f1•llow--hip 
,,ill hring nothing- to that ul1ima t1· r 11 1111111111ion of mind. 
"hich alon make-, human f<•lln,,-:hip:' 

• •-••- ••- ••-n-••-••-••-••-••-••-••-••-••-••-••-••-••-••-•+ 

not , i:h lo tak on th Ii, ry of any 
man in rel r lo njo the pri, il< µ;<' of 
b ing in hi r tinu . I wi:-.h lo b' m ·-

If. n oth r ba, i: for good will i 
, punou~. ny mo nt for good ,, ill 
which <l<~mand of m .-elf-alme~ation, 
i , a ho ti] allack. Th man \\ h would 
he my friend only if h ean conv rt m 
lo hi: wa f living and thinking and 
lwl ie, ini, i.- not m . f riPnd. H i: m 
enemv. II<' do<'" not lih.<> me for what 
I am. lie would lik( Lo c hi · 0\\11 r -
fl t><'lion in nw. 

Ii 

Th<' Je, \\ ho ca . t.- asid hi. <li , Lin·­
n . , for th . ak of human f llow-

en a-; I proffc•r min - hut onl _ on on• 
ondiLion: that h r pe('I m indi idualit 11 a , Ir . peel hi:. 

him for" hat he i ; 
lo b . I am what I 

!--hip will hrin~ nothing lo thal ultimate' 
communion of mind \\hich alone mak<: 

up human f elIO\\' , hip. Hc> '"ill hrin~ Lo that hop cl-for f raternit 
nothin~ huL a ma ·qu<·radinµ; ~<'lf, a puriou • alHl \\'a h<'cl-oul p r­
, onalil ' . Ile will haH' nothing Lo p;i\('. Ile ha. de, lro cl hi . 
uni<JU n . :. It i only an int grated , ihrant ancl affirmali <' p r­
!-onalil "hieh ha~ . 011wthi11~ lo ·onlrihute Lo a c· mnwnit of p r­
~ona1iti , . 

If<> musl lak me for" hat I ; m c, en a.., I tak 
nol for\\ hat each of u.- w uld lik th oth r on 
am. I hcne he 11 mold ·d h <'<'llluri •: of di .' Lin ·ti e ·ultural 
p n nc •:. I am a u11 ique ra ·ial pre ·ipital . I wi:h lo 1· main 
, hat I am. I am r ad lo acknowle<lg that m_ n ia-hhor ha, the 
:am rirrht to retain hi . indi idualil and hi ra ial and ultural 
di . tinctiv n :-.. It i: on th ba~i: of . u h ontra ' t , hi h ar n t 
onfli ·t. that l, ould build a real omrad hi1 of ood work.. 

I am H hr \ and llOt Anglo- a on. I am H hr " and n t 
T uton aul or l.n. I never will h an thing ls . I do not 
, ish lo lak • on as prot C'tiv loralion, th mann atti tud , and 
point f view of the ng a on, T uton Ga r la . I do 

Ther<> j.., a l}P<' of µ;ond \\ill '"hich i.- ha, t'd on indifferc>nee. 
"I am a J w but I do not can , pr_ mu('h ahout m r 1 igion. You 
ar, a Cln-i. Lian and ou d not car ,er much about our:. h , 
th n I Lu: l,f> hroad--mind<'d ahoul it." Thi . i • not good, ill. It i • 
unconcC'rn. For an unbel i , ing Jp,, and an unhelif' ino- non-J w lo 
h tolerant of ach other\ 11011-lwlicf i~ no achi<·, •nwnl. It i: ,,h n 
a heli , ing J , , \\110 i. profoundl mmcd h_ hi · faith an I ah -
]j "\ ing hristia11. \\ho i • profound I, mmcd hy hi~ cli TOV<'r a eorn­
mon ha.-i ,· for good \\ill, that a ~ign i fjcant evPnt i.- con:ummat('{l. 




