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THE DW !mlPIJ: POLICY 

The new pollc1 for Temple activitiea which our Congregation adopted 
last~ has evoked a truly remarkable response throughout the country. 
Press and pulpit have been diacussing it at great length and in most 
appreciative terms. It hae been hailed as an epoch-making event in 
the developnent of .American Jewish congregation•. It aeema a• if the 
entire organized religioua life of our country, both Jewieh and non­
Jewish. _. waitillg for aome repreaentative congregation to take the 
initiative and courageously lead the wq. 

We have elaewhere stated the reasons which induced our Congregation 
to abandon ita collllllWlity center activitiea and to concentrate upon those v 
a1si1 for which a Synagogue exists, worship, religioua education and 
ethical pi.dance. The Temple is convinced that Judaism ia potent enough 
to make its appeal to the minda and bsarts of men both young and old, 
directly and forcibly and that it does not require the bait of anrusement 
su:3 ii••••• at 1a\ to lure men to it and to hold their int ere at and loyalty. 

We wish our people to think of the Synagogue reverentially, as a place 
of spiritual up-lift, ae a fountain-head of inspiration for magnificent 
11 ving, as a center of light and learning and not as a place of w•en, 
and recreation. 

We ~ ~ our •-... not by the noise and bustle J multifarious a..,. 
activitiea which ~ be carried on within the Temple precincts, but by the ~/ 
readiness of men azt!. women to turn to the Temple for the things of the r 
spirit and by their eagerness to share in the larger life of Jewiah 
responsibilities and hwna.n 1 eal1am. 

It is not contemplated to curtail an;y activities of the Temple which 
are directly in line with ita essential purposes. Bather it is hoped that 
such activitiea will be increased and intensified. OnlJ_!-,Ctivitie~~<!t a 
purely secular and recreational nature which are aimed tl"entertain~eople 
and which contribute little or nothing to their spiritual life will be 
discontinued. 

We shall devote ouraelvea even more painstakingly than heretofore to 
the enrichment of our worship and to the developnent of a full program of 
religious ec!ucation for yOUDg and old. ill of our organizations will carr1 
on as hereto!o..r~ but with a. determination to bring their programs into ~ 
vital relatio~th the ideals for which a Temple ought to stand. 

I' 

The Temple hopes to aerve ite member• not leas, but more in those 
reachea of human life where a religioua institution can beat serve in ful­
filjment of ita hiatoric function and easential genius. 

It remains now for ua to carry thia new Temple policy into effect. 
We ca.11 upon the men and women of our Congregation to participate more 

activel1 tban ever before in the religious and cultural life of our Congrega­
tion, -tlS bring to the Synagogue an 1ncreaaed measure of their devotion, 
faithfulnesa and piet7, and to avail themselvea of those oppor itiea tor 
knowledge and inspiration which the Synagogue Feff1si :U11■.C ,,..·,v-

The quality of our work during the coming yeara will alone vindicate 
the position which we have nel!b taken. 

y\ D1J) 
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The New Temple Pohcy 

tEbt tEtmplt 
EAST 105TH STREET AT ANSEL ROAD 



D ar Fri n 

ch ru f prai fr 111 al1 part f the coun-
tr gr t d th nnouncem nt of the new polic ,. 
for Temple acti itie which was ad pt d unani­
mous] at th Annual meeting of our Congr ga­
tion held on Ma 2 th. Editorial writers, minis­
ters, both J wi h and non-Jewish, c Hege presi­
dents and prof rs ha e joined in acclaiming 
the action f the T ernp)e as one of the most for­
ward-loohn • t p in th organiz d r ligi us life 
of m ri . an important c ngregations and 
chur h are preparing to follo\: the Temple's 
lea . \V plan to publi h in the near future a 
bookl t containing the countr -• reacti n t 
ur de i ion. 

The Temp] wi hes to mphasize one fact in 
conn ction with the ne, ly adopt,ed policy. It 
is not contemplated to curtail any activities 
of the Temple which are dir,ectly in line with 
its purposes.. Rath r it is hoped that such 

ti iti will be in rea ed and int n ifi d. Only 
cti iti of a pur 1 s cular and r r ational 

natur ~ 1hi h ar aim d at nt rtaining p ople r 
at attra ting them to th Tempi ith th bait f 
amus m nt and which contribut littl or n thing 
to their spiritual lif \ ill b Ji c ntinu d. 

The T mpI will c nc ntrate on r Hgiou 
\; or hip, r ligi u edu ation and n uch acti ities 
which '\ ill t nd t nrich th li • f ur mem­
ber in J , ri h ultural cont nt. 

W hall de t ur 1 n m re pa1n-
takingl than h r tofor to ur R ligi u h I, 



our High h l, ur C 11 g D I rtm nt n l w 
hall nde p a full n m of 1u a-

tional pp • • ur dul anJ v, 111 ·n. 
We hall c ntinu ur f I ·n Hd 1on Jay 
evening tur whi h n hail J 
~ ith such nthu ia m thr ughou n1n1unit r. 

The T mpl \ men ic: i n 
on as h ret f r it m nifold a tiviti 
directly relat I t r ligi u 
ours. ill th T mpl 

wi[I • 
whi h ' r 

u h 
n I th 

lumn But th • vill h 
mor ita t th ih 
Tempi ought t t ncJ. Th 
ha alread r - rganiz d it lf 
p sition m r , ff e ti · e] t r • 
mo m nt in our C ngr gat1on ' 1 lif ,_ 

We hope to serve our peo le not less but 
more in those reaches of human Hf e where a 
religious institution can best erve in ful­
fillment of its historic function and e ential 
genius. 

The Temf 1 can n t h all thin t ll m n 
but it n b and h uld h pl cf in r iring 
~ r hip, f r ligi u ducati n f thic } guid· nc 
and of J e ·i h anctiti f r all m n . 

inc rel our , 

bba Hill I ii er, I i 

Le n I. 
: du t i n 

ug n E . v 



E ORAPDIDl ON TEMPLE ACTIVITIES 

The whole subject of Temple activities should be studie.{ in 

the light of the function of a Synagogue in the life of a Jewish 

community. 

The traditional point of view has been that the Syn~ ague is 

essentially a place of worship, reli ious inspiration and reli11ous 

education. Only occasionaly was the Synagogue used for public 
:"'"\IV 't'P-w ,, , 

g therings, of unusual ttn 11:1eetinge. This a:ttit~ st ill pre-

vails throurhout Europe and in most of the Synr gogues of the United 

States. 
the 

Recently there has developed in the United t a tes XI idea of 

the Temple Center. The philosophy back of the Center is this; 

fhe whole of Jewish life ought to be integr ted around the Syna gogue. 

The social life of the Jew ought not to be separate~from his re­

ligious life. Under the auspices of the ~emple &I" Synagogue the 

individual ought to find full opportunities for his cultural, social, 

recre tion 1 and religious needs. It was also thought that by 

ttracting ee~eeial!y the young people to the Synago ue precincts 

throu h social and recreational activities, th t they would then be 

won over to the specific religious pro ram of the Synagogue. 

Thus iany of the larger Temples of this country equipped themselves 

with recreation halls, ymn siums, dinin halls, ball rooms, r.e~ameft~s 

and the trical pp ratus. In 1~ct t~e social club as combined ith · 

the Syn· ogue; n the v~ried ctivities of the soci 1 club »&I such s 

dancin cl sees, card p ' rtiee, musical comedies and many other purely 

secular social activities ere introduced. 
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The Temple Center h·s now been in existence long enough to
1

take 

stock of its contribution to the life of the Synugo ue. In !act such 

surveys have been made. The findings have not at all justified the 

ea.rly enthusiastic claims which were made or the Temple Center. 

1. In the larger congregations the Center does not seem to attract 

the members oft e Temple families. It appeals largely to the un­

affiliated Jews of the community - principally those wit1in the 

immediate vicinity of the Temple. .hile this in itself is not un-

·esirable, ,-:t the fact remains tha t the Temple Center is not-_. ger 

Temple aenter but a neighborhood settlement.J.t does not serve the 

families which are affiliated with the Temple and who should be the 

primary ii •~ concern of any Temple. 

2. rany of the members of Liberal congregations belong to social 

clubs of their own and the Te ple can not compete with these clubs in 

the realm of entertainment and recreation. At best it can urge upon 

them additional social activities for which t ey have no need. 

3. mhe cro'4liing of many secular activities into the life of a 

congregation frequently causes men to lose sight o the real purposes 

of a religious institution. The voice of the Synagogue is drowned out 

in the midst of the tumult and noi~ of many activities which can be 

carried on as ell, if not better, elsewhere. 

4. The hope that young people would be attracted to worship and 

religious study through them· gnetism of dances, plays, athletics and 

parties has not been realized. Youn people are int e habit of 

selecting t e thins for which they care most. Ii they are interested 

in entertainments, they 111 come to them and 1 they are interested 

in the service, the sermon or the study roup, they will attend them. 

The ppeal of the Syn go-ue is not hei htened throu h the bait of 

musements. 



- 3 - ~= It has not been found possible successfully to the l · rge 

congregation into a c ongregational club house wherein all ages and groups 

~ meet for their social intercourse. Our l arge metropolitan Temples 

no longer represent homogeneous social groups. Rather they reflect all 

the social strata in a community. While these elements will meet in 

religious service, in the religious school and in other educa tional 

activities, it has been found extremely diff icult to have t hem meet in 

purely social JA~v:i~- As a result most of. social ~~t~Y 
in the l ~r ger Temples are a ttended by representa tives of only one or two 

groups :J t he congrega tion and not a t a ll ,J/ the entire congregational 

f amily. This has -, tendency to e phasize ciistinctions an separateness 

with in a congrega tion r a ther than the hoped- or f ellowship. 

6. The time, money and energy expended in c arrying on an extensive 

Center program are inordina tely great an are a heavy tax upon the Rabbis 

o a congregation. any Temples have sou~ht to solve t hf"p r oblem by 

engaging the services of a director of Temple activi t ies. Such an office 

h owever, does not absolve the Rabqis of all responsibility f or t he 

activities which go on in the congregation and he is c onstra ined to devote 

much time and thought to them - t hou~ht and time which should be devoted 

to his specific reli gious f unctions and to his stu ~ies. In many con re­

gations the Rabbi has been f orced to become a practical manager instead 

of a religious guide a.nd teacher. 

These considerations and ot hers lead us to the conclusion t a t the 

Temple should in the future devote itself exclusively to the role which 
~ 

1 t alone can perform in a community, namely,.,,a House of Prayer an a House 

" of Religious Study. 

Jewish community life has reached a point where it needs to be 

enartmentalized. Not every worthy Jewis a£tivity needs to be carried 



- . -
on under the roof of the Synagogue. There is room in well organized 

Jewish community for Co munity Centers, Young en's Hebrew Associations, 

Young Women's Hebrew Associations, Jewish Art Leagues, Jewish Theatre 

Guilds, Jewish Social Clubs, etc. etc. The Synagogue ought to con­

centrate upon those basic community needs which IXIJ have from ... v-Z 
' vt,W I! 

heg1nnini ot 1te hjeto»y been its particular province;-religious 

inspiration and religious education. Whatever energies the Syn· ogue 

can command oug t to be applied to the development of its educational 

system, to the improvement of its educational curriculum, to the 

elevation o_ the standard of its religious instructors, to the 

extension of its scope, so as to include not a 

education of children and youths but also l~:;~BAi~..,_ee,il't8i~~,n- The 

congregation should likewise apply itself to the enoblement of its 

religious services a.nd to the task of applying collectively and in­

dividually the prophetic message oft e Syn~gogue to the life of the 

community as a hole an the individual me bers thereo. 
~ .• 

hatever extra-pulpit lectures are held in the Te ple~s ould have 

a direct bearing upon these fundamental purposes o the Sy a ogue. 

There already exist in every large community sufficient gencies,---
~1 at- ,-j 

i orums, noonday meet ngs ~f git1•1s ·; - e c. for the discussion of secular 

subjects. The religious
1

institution isip• tea its energies 61!1" ~ j 
~ . 

duplicatMIIB t he work of these agencies. 

Specifically applied to the needs or our on Te ple tis declara­

tion o ~ principles would mean as follo a: 

J. QQr religious services and our educational system must 

continue to hold their place of prim cy in the life o our Congregation. 

Our success or failure must be guaged by our success or failure in 

these spheres. ere we to do nothin else and do these two tasks 

well, our purposes would be fully vindicated. 
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2. A fuller program for adult religious education should be 

developed. We should organize more study groups for the discussion 

of religious problems, ethics, Jewish history and literature, an con­

temporaneous Jewish life. The type of l arge group meetings represented 

our Mon·ay evening lectures should be encouraged. 

3. In a large congregation such as ours it is well ni h impos~}ble 
r,l Y-<A_,(J'(.,VW I-~ J ... l{.M;t, 

to create a close fellowship between all the me bers. Ef orts~~--------

Jongregational dances, receptions, etc. have proved and must prove 

unsuccessful. The Congregation ought to plan to celebrate every Jewish 

holiday appropriately. i.e. the Seder, t he Chanukan celebration, the 

Purim celebration, etc. This will rally our people •round a significant 

Jewish idea and will · afford opportunities for our people to meet outside 

of the opportunities hich are offered to them ~the services, lectures, 

study groups nd the annual meeting. The f there-sons, mothers-daughters 

gathering is in keeping. i th the Jewish i .. eal of intensifying family 

loyalty and should become an annual institution in our Congregation. 

4. The Te ple omen's Association performs a istinctive service 

in the life of a congregation. Throueh its various committees it visits 

the sick, elcomes the stranger, arks for the poor, provides scholar-

ships to the Hebrew Union College, supports many other Jewish institutions, 

cooperates ith the relig ious school, looks after the out-or-town Jewish 

student and in many ways serves as an effective arm for carrying out 

Temple purposes. Its literary programs should be pl -nned, as m~ny of 

tnem have in the p~st, ,it 

mission of the c ongregation. 

an ye to the specific Jewish religious 

There no h' rd an f ast rule to 

etermine at kin of a program f alls ithin this efinition but an 

intelli ent committee may ell be trusted to give effect to the spirit 

of this un erstanding. 
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5. The Alumni Association as it is a t present constituted should be 

and girls after their c on! irmation at the 

the Telliple Hig1 Sc~ool hich shall offer 

completely reorganized. / 

Temple should be invited 

these young people the typ 
any 

of supple entary activities which II ·ell-

organized high school 
I 

tnese young people UJtlj,JJ" then 

This a ssoci~tion composed 

shall work out a definite 

a a'WtaM 1ef program alone wa 
' 

c on~rega ti on. 

Upon graduation from the ijigh ~cool 

members of the Temple Alumni Associ&tion. 

people from nineteen years ~nd over 

ram of Jewish educational ~ctivities. Such 

ants the continuation of an Alumni Association 

Failing in this t e Alui. i ssocia tion should 

be abandoned and in its place he young people should be asked t b co e 

junior members in our Congrega ion. 

6. The Te.nple en's Club like all other T rnple brother 00 S has not 
·~ ' 

~ ~ 
yet discovered~raison d'etre. It Q~e eeeR groping for a efinite pro ram. 

Unless the brotherhooas of ... e ples discover sue a. pro ram it is very likely 

that in the course o ew years they ill disintegrate. le suggest that 

the emple ·en•s Club
1
1f it feels capable, s oulci take cna.rge of the 

on ay evening lectures ~t the Temple, a s ell s of the organiz~ of 

~dult educational roups. This is a difficult task. The en's Club 
w,d \.tr ~ a ttempted such activities in t·e past but wera only o erate~~ success~. 

Its literary programs~~ soul~ tie up ith the main purposes of 

the Syn~go0 ue a~ indicated 

All in r ll/the Te le ~~~,.i=;a::11t:;;1~ 

I/,.--=:; 
and not to ccter to thep icting 

aim to express its essent.t·a1 enius 
~~~ t · stes o its OGRe:titaeu . It should 

evote itself to quality rather than to quantity. It means nothing to 

Judaism or to the lif e of a Jewish community if the precincts of a Temple 

are crofded with people coming or entertainments which can be supplied to 

them as well, if not better, in theatres, moving picture places, ance halls, 

social clubs, tc. A few souls inspired in the Temple to seek the higher 
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thinos of lie, a few Jews taught loyalty to the sacred i eals of 

Israel, a few men sent out into the co munity as representatives of 

the best in Jewish life1 sre by far a greater triumph !or the Synagogue 

than multitudes whof-l/:;e been 
1

entertailll'.!lent 

CQ can ~e,gei,;e eleewheza-e ~~ ~ :.... W> 11r1111~...,_, 



SYNAGOGUE VERSUS SYNAGOGUE CENTER 

By ABBA HILLEL SILVER 
In "The American Hebrew" 

The whole· subj ct of T mpl a -
tivities J10uld be tudi d in the li ht 
of the fun tion of a Synag gue in th 
life of a Jewi h communi y. 

'!'he traditional poin of vi , ha · 
11) n that th Syna ogu • i • 
ly a place of wor hip, r in­
spirati n and r Ii ·ation. Only 
occa ionally wa 
for public ga herin of mm ual mo-
ment. This poin of i 
vail throughout Europ and in mo 
of the· Syn gogu of the ni d 
States. 

Recently th re 11 d Y lop d in 1 h 
nited State th id a f th T ·mvl 
enter. The philo phy ba k of the 

Cen er i thi.·: th ;vhol of .J wi: h 
l 'fe ought to b • int grat d around th 
Synagogue. Th o ial lif of th 
Jew ougll not to b . par t 
his religiou lif . nd r the 
of the· Synagogue the indi idual oughl 
to find full opportuniti 
tural ·o ial, re r ational "nd r 
need . It wa al o th ugllt 
attra ting th 
Synago u pr oci I 
and re ·reation • uld 
then b ~ n o r r • 
ligious pr ram f 

Thu many of th r 
of thi oun ry quipp d tll 
with r rea-tion hall , 
dining hall . ball room and 
apparatu . In fact, th 
wa ombin d with th 
an·d he aried activiti . 
club u h as dan ·ing cla 
partie , mu i al om <li .. 
oth r pt c:ul r ·ial 
w r in d. 

in 
u 
to 

The T 

fa t, u h a 
Th finding o ifi d 
the arly nthu ia ti I hf h 

m mb 
app a 

fo 

J ·ws of th ommunity- pi-i • 
tho e , i hln t b 
of the Temple. 
l not unde ir bl , 
that lnpl 
T mpl nt r 

ttle . 
famili which ar • a 
Temple and who ho 
mary :oncern of any T mpl 

pri-

2. Many of th m mb r f Lib r I 
ongr gation b Jon t 1 ·lub • 

of th 'ir own and th 
ompet with th : h 

r alm of nt rtatnm nt ancl r er a-
tlon. At b t lll lPOll 

th m additional ti r r 
hich th y ha no n d. 

3. Th crowding of many 
a ·tiviti into h life of a • ngrega­
ti n fr qu ntly ca us s me'n to lo e 
:ig 1t of the r al purpo • of a re­

titutiou. Th v ic of th 
·n i • ch· wn d out in th 

mid. h umult and noi e· of 
many a iviti whi ·h an b arri d 
on a w 11 if n b tter, I ewhere. 

Th l op young people' 
would b cl o i\TOr hip and 
r ligiou tudy through th ma neti m 
of clanc , play a hl ti and p rti 
11a not h n r aliz 'd. Young people 
ar in th habit of lecting the 
hin ' for they car mo t. 

Jf th y 1· t 'd in entertain-
m nt , th y , rill om to th m and 
if ' h y ar int ,re~ t ., d in h • rvic e, 
th • rmon or th tudy group, they 
will tt ntl th m. Th appeal of the 

'na ogu not h ightened through 
th bai f amu ement. 

5. It ha no b n found po ible' 
full to tran form the larg{ 

into a ongregationa!~ 
, rher in all ag 
m for th ir 
Our large metropolitan 
I en homo­

. Rath r they 
rata in a 

th • e el ment 
in religjou ervice, in 

·ho 1 and in oth r edu­
a 1l n found 
y ]iffi Ult t hav th Ill m t 
y A a 

r suH mo t 
ing: in th lar 
t ud cl hy r Jl 

on,• 
nd 

<· ~a ti f• mil . Thi 
t l J tl nc· o mpha iz di ·tin tion 
c ncl ~ parat n ithin 
g t ion ra h r th 
f low hip, 

G. Th 

arr in on an 
C n r pr gram inordinat ly 

and ar t 
R on tion. 
pl ugh t ol 

prob! ngaging the rvi 
of r of T mpl a vit 
... uch an offic how v r, do 
aln-olv th • Rabbi f all re. pon i-
h • or th a ,tiviti , ·hi ·h go on 
• gr gation and he i on-

cl d vot mu h im and 
t th m- thought and time 

wh i ·h l ould be cl v t ··d to hi. 
C'ifi • r Ii iou and to 
.• udi In man ation • 
I al bi ha b n f r b om 
1 ra ti al mana r In t ad of a r -

guicl • a t 
' h . c-on.·i< ·at nd oth 

o th c·on a 
mpl hould h tl ur d 

( on inu d on Pag 1 ) 



itself x<:lusively to the rol which it 

alon can p rform in a community, 

nam ly, a. a House of Pray r and 

a Hou ·e of R ligious tucly. 

Jewish <'Ommunity !if has r a<:h d 

a point where it hould h • d part­

m ntaliz cl. .. ot eYery worthy J w­

i~h activity n cl to he c, rri cl on 

und 1· th roof of th Synagogue. 

Tiler is room in a w 11 organiz d 

.J wi:h community for Community 

C nt rs, Young 1\1 n': lJ brew sso­

·iatiom;, Young ,vom n's Ih:'brew 

. ocialions, J wi 'h Art L agu , J w­

ish Theatre, Guilds, J wi. h oei,11 

Clubs, l<'., etc. Th .. ynagogue ought 

to concen t rat uipon thos _. basic com­

munity n els which hav from its in­

ception b en its partiC'ular provinc -

religiou inspiration ancl r ligious clu­

cation. Whatev r cn rgies the yna­

gogu an command ought to b ap­

pli cl to the elev lopm nt or its clu­

cational y ·tern, to the improvem n~ 

of its c·du ·ational curriculum. to the 

el vation of th standard or it r • 

ligious instructors, to th xt n ion 

1f ils educational field, o as to in­

clucl not alon the religious du ·a­

tion of ·hildr ·11 and youths but also 

of adults. Th congregation should 

likewi e apply it eH to th ennohl -

ment of its r ligiou 
the la k of aipplying 

individually the 
of the ynagogu 

pro1)h tic m s a~ 
to th lif of th 

community as a whol and the i11(1i­

viclual memb -'rs th r of. 
\Vhat ver xtra-pulpit lectur s are 

h ld in th Temple building should 

have a dire ·t bearing upon tlwse fun­

damental purpo es of th ynagogu . 

There already exist in every l~rg 

community suffici ·nt ag nci -for­

ums, noonday m ting , evening 

com·. s at ollege , tc., for th dis­

cussion of s ·ular ·ubj ets. Th r -

ligious institution dis ipat ··s its n r­

gi s wh n it 1lupli<'at s th work or 

these ag nd s. 

All in all, th Tempi should aim 

to xpr ss it: '. s ntial g nius ancl 

not to cat r to th vari cl and con­

fli ling tast s o[ its m mb r ·hip. It 
should cl •vot it. elf to quality rath r 

than to qu, ntity. Jt m ans nothing 

to Judaism or to th !if • o[ a J wish 

community if th pr ·incts o[ a 

T mpl ar crowd <1 with ]) op! •om­

ing for nt rtainm nt. whi ·h can b 

suppli cl to th ·m a: w II, if not h t-

t r, in th atr s, moving pictur 

dance halls, so ·ial dubs, •t . f w 

, OU ls inspired i 11 th 'f '111 J>le to S k 

th high r thing, or !if , a r w J ws 

taught loyalty to th sa ·r d id al: or 

Jsra I, a f -'w m n nt out into th 

ommunity as r pr ntativ s of th 

h t in J wi.'11 !if , ar a gr ater 

tl'ium1>h by far for th ynagogu 

than multitud ··s who may hav b n 

r c iving nt rtainm nt ancl amu. -

m nt within its hall:. 

What are your friends dolng? 
Where are they going? All told In 

"The Modern View." Subscribe for It! 
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