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A MESSAGE OF SOCIAL JUSTICE. TISHRI 5691. 

The cycle of religious calendar now drawing to a close has been, on 
its material side, one of recession. Our vaunted prosperity has forsaken 
w. On the proverbial wheel of fortune, we have been in the descent. 
We trusted in our house, but it stood not; we laid hold of it but it 
endured not. 

In these circumstances as on all kindred occasions, the poor have 
suffered acutely. Unemployment and destitution have become wide­
spread, devastating homes and blighting human lives. The wealthy have 
likewise suffered. Great possessions have vanished in great losses. Dismal 
have been the results in anguish, despair, mental breakdown and suicide. 

From lack of material means, many a worthy project has been 
abandoned. Grievous es_pecial!y has been the curtailing of our benevo­
lences precisely at a time when the need for benevolence is keenest. 

Much has been said and written about the cause and the cure of 
these ills, yet thus far without much avail. The wisest have been as with­
out knowledge and the men of understanding without discernment. 

We yearn for the speedy dawn of a brighter day, when as so of ten 
in the past, prosperity will revive. But the present is a day of adversity 
in which we can but consider. 

Our attention should turn in the perplexities of the hour to those 
factors which belong to the realms of mind and spirit, the realms in 
which religion holds sway. Want has come upon us not because nature 
has grown chary or human labor frail. Fears and hesitancies in human 
hearts have retarded the flow of commerce and slackened industry's 
whir. It was also the expectations and avidities in those same unseen 
depths that precipitated the rash speculative dealings whose aftermath 
we are now reaping. Indeed the very measure of the pain caused by our 
reverses is determined not by those reverses themselves but by the extent 
to which we are spiritually prepared or unprepared to meet them. Pro­
found is the admonition of our sages: uAbove all that thou guardest, keep 
thy heart; for out of it are the issues of life." 

Another lesson of religious import to be derived from the present 
visitation is that of the sacred unity of all human life. Our afflictions 
have brought home to us the re1lization of the fact that none can suffer 
alone. When employers suffer, workers suffer. When consumers suffer, 
producers suffer. Each class needs the other for wages or for patronage. 
The riches of the rich are jeopardized by the poverty of the poor as the 



hopes of the poor are menaced by the blunders of the rich. \~e who have 
so long declared that God is one are now taught by hard hip that 
humanity is one. 

Then, the spectacle whi h ha been unfolding b fore u. f th deadly 
effect of unemployment, not merely upon material posses ions but upon 
all the values of life, raises the struggle against unemployment to a sacred 
duty. Weighty is the obligation to consider the various expedients 
deemed helpful; for instance, the steady raising of the age below which 
children are kept in school and out of industry; mothers' pensions to re­
duce the number of women and of minor eeking work; old age pen ion 
for those no longer acceptable to a machine industry which rejects age 
with its fidelity for youth with its vigor; a perfected system of employ­
ment exchanges eliminating waste, delays and errors in the linkage of 
workers needing situations with situations that need workers; unemploy­
ment insurance, already tried in foreign lands and in some American 
industries with good results; prosperity reserves on the part of the gov­
ernments, and the planning of public construction in such wise as to 
offer a maximum of public employment when there is slackness of private 
employment; such bureaus of economic observations as will issue timely 
warning against the approach of economic decline, and counsel measures 
of forestalling it. Add to this ampler educational facilities and institu­
tional care for those temporarily or permanently incapable of work. 

The Central Conference of American Rabbis has commended the 
five day working week which has already been adopted in various indus­
tries with success. If our constantly improving machinery with its dis­
placement of human worke,rs is not to produce unemployment before it 
produces aught else, not only must the number of working days a week 
be reduced; there must also be a diminution of the number of working 
hours a day with corresponding increases of wage rates, enabling all 
workers to earn sufficiently. 

Corollary to this is sympathy with the cause of organized labor, 
perhaps the most potent of all forces for securing hour and wages re­
quisite for neutralizing unemployment and for the civic and spiritual 
development of the worker. The issue of organized labor brings to mind 
the disheartening developments at Elisabcthtown Marion and Gastonia 
as well as the spirit of social endeavor with which Jewish, Protestant and 
Catholic religious leaders have, during the pa t year, j ined in applying to 
the turmoil their common principles of brotherly I ve. J t is our pro­
found hope that these principles may soon be accepted and applied in the 
southern textile situation and in all industry. 

Fo!lowing in the wake of the Central Conference of American 
Rabbis, U niversalists, Methodists, Presbyterians and Unitarians have, of 
late, resolved upon an intelligent attitude toward birth control. Birth is 
one of the many forces of nature which like steam, air, gravitation, 
electricity and chemical valence, succumb to human control as civiliza-



tion progresses. Where the intelligent regulation of birth can avert 
suffering and degradation, the voice of mercy speaks. That voice should 
not go unheeded. It went not unheeded among the sages of the Jewish 
past. 

The social creed of the Rabbis suggests yet other ways of aiding 
those who toil. It urges investors to put humanity first, not dividends 
first, when deciding which industries to favor. Investments should be 
withheld from enterprises in which reasonable standards of hours, wages 
and working conditions are ignored and should be directed to those whose 
standards are high. Attention should also be given the white lists pro­
vided for certain industries. By means of the white lists, we can, as con­
sumer, bestow our patronage where humane conditions prevail and 
divert it from ventures which lack scruple in the matter of overwork, 
underpay and unhygienic shop conditions. 

The days have now arrived on which we supplicate God's, mercy. 
Our sages have said: uAs one showeth mercy to God's creatures, one re­
ceiveth mercy from on high." Again, without love for humanity, love 
toward God is an empty phase. Our economic views may exhibit diver­
sity. Yet, in the conviction that love is supreme, all of us can unite. 
Those who differ greatly may, in the spirit of love and social justice take 
fruitful counsel together~ Where that spirit is absent, even small differ­
ences eventuate in conflict. 

May the New Year be both a happy and a consecrated one. May 
there be inscribed anew upon our hearts the purpose to live for humanity 
and by living for humanity to live anew in God. 

~ 
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I I 
.CH AND SOCIAL JUSTICE" 

It might perhaps be well at the outset to restate a truism oft 

overlooked - that church and reli~ion re not synonymous, ~ d that 

religion and 

justice are n 

identical. 

idealism. 

soci 1 

human fe. 

lity, or more specifically, religion and social 

synonymous. They are organically related, but not 

church is the symbol and· vehicle of religious 
. 

at least to the religious, is the dynamics of 

But religion has other functions to perform in 

orality is concerned ith the relations of man to his 

Tr: fell wmen. Religion is concerned 1th the relations of man to 

the Universe and to ultimate reality. orality is chiefly a matter 

of conduct and motives. Religion is a matter of b· sic convictions, 

touching the elemental facts and purposes of existenc·e. The aim 

of morality is to establish the most perfect order of society. 

The aim of religion is to answer certain questions which men 

have asked themselves since the dawn of their reflective life, 

and which they will continue to ask, even under the most perfect 

order of society; questions of by and hence and hither, - desperate 

questions probin into the very heart of the cosmos. 

The answers which religion gives to these questions lead 

to definite mental attitudes on the p rt of those who accept 

them, which manifest themselves in social conduct. Religion 

ffirms that the Universe is essentially not a machine but a 

personality, and that the pri ary acts in nature are life and 

thought and purpo e. Human life is eternally significant because 

it, too, is.creative person~lity, the very image of th· t life 

and thought and purpose which throb through all things. Be who 



is pereu ded by these heroic pot ates of reli ion, asoert · in ble 

by faith but not emon tr ble by reason, 111 find himself adopting 

tho e ch raoteri tic ttitu es h1ch e c 11 reli 1ous, · nd . hioh 

in turn 1 d to mor 1 inte rity. ell ion is thus relate to morale 

-- s un oil re rel ~ted to the fruit of the tree. 

hu, for ex le, the re11 ~1ou m 111 be reverent. In 

the mystic presence of circum mbient ivinity, in orld uf-

fused 1th the lory of unf ol in lif e .n ur ose, the reli 1ous 

m n t · nde r ·pt in ador 4 tion. H s spirit reveres · 11 the 

m nifest tions of n~ture, all the outpourin s of the ind nd 

oul of m·n. This moo of rev ~renc 1 rich oil f or mor l 

i e 11 m. Here n o the bound ries o f 1th nd or ls meet. 

A · in the reli ious m 111 think of life nd person lity 

n hum n rel · t1oneh1ps in terms of holiness; for od , the Supreme 

Person 11ty, 1 holy. Holiness 1 tran f1 ed mor lity, -

orality touched 1th thee st sy of absolute perfection. The 

reli ioue m n, 1n his h r ltin n finite y, 111 spire to 

1 it te this ivine p rfection: "eye holy, for I, th Lord your 

Go, holy". He will not be oontent 1th them re form l 

obeerv noe of the ·ocepted mor l code. He 111 seek to ole nee 

very fo l n ere se of his iritu· l bin. He will o behind 

ote to motives, an 111 et n w o 1 or hie life's motiv tione. 

e ifl be ore th·n r 1 m n. H will b mor l pathfinder. 

Here, • in, th boun of reli ion · n ethics touch. 

The reli 1oue m n 111 r d hie life nd th t of hie 

n 1 hbor s holy nd 1nv1ol ble, for every li f e 1 

divinity nd 1 ju tified of itself. 1very ot o 

reflex of 

ron · nd in-

ju t1oe d ecr·tee life, m rs n ef cea the im e of o. 

Oppr aeion n e ploit tioD re more th n viol tins of the 1 •• of 
I 

ooiett· Thy res orile e n bl sphe y. They th t life - God 's 
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life in n; t y 1stort n util te th t hich is the 
n n o 1 of 11 bin - the free, untr m Jled un-

fol ment of person lity. 

Hence it is th t the profoundly reli ioua men o 11 times 
ere th 1 htiest pokeem n of eoci 1 justice, the uncom-

promisin oh piona of bsolute ri hteouaneas. It s from 
th lips of men touched 1th th bu nin co 1 o 
fro the 11 of he pro bet, th er ·n th 

ivine ffl tua, 

n of o , th t 
t e fir t .re t cry for justice 1 aped out upon th orl . hey 
ho kne Go o t inti tely poke of hum n ri hte oat 

fe rlessly. It e in th n of God, the tern n ri hteous 
Ju e, th t t ose Tit 0 t e p1r1t ielded the scorpion 
hip of h r fury u on t 0 e who ro the f cee of the 

poor n turned Bi e th W y 0 ble . It e in the 
n of od, t co e ion te n t erciful, th·t thy 
pleade th C US of. the orph n n th 1 o , the b ten 
n ro en o lif e. It • 8 nth n e o 0 , the ather 

0 11, th t thy e pou ed the c·use of un vera l brotherhood, 
hich over-1 pin 11 c1 nt boun ries erected by fe·r nd 
el 1shnesa, turned s ords into ploweh res n 
llo ship. 

nmity into 

Th fir t re t ervice hich rel1 1on, throu hits historic 
ncy, th church, h s r ndered n c n continue to ren er 

the c e of oci·l ju tloe, i t it 0 function s th otive 
power o nthusi em for 11 ro r 0 eoci 1 elior tion. 
It c n b th dyn mo of iritu ener y or ever re t enter-
prise. Sp kin b ,ti 8 n oft o Go hose y re 
ju t1oe nd truth. oee orahip 1 oodneas , nd upon hose 
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hi h lt re only tee cri ice of ri hteousn e 

reli ion n t e church c n so eneiti ie th 

re accept ble, 

in e of men 

to or l v lues, th t situ t1on con ronts them, involvin 

cle r or 1 S C, r in ir priv te lif e, or in their 

ooi 1, politic 1 or in tr 1 life, th y 111 be oved to 

choo the 00 n e chew the evil . 

I n n , of course, o ho e reli ions only 

hich b 11 ve in hum·n pro re s. sp n only of those 

reli ions hie · rec ncerned 1th th eve o ment of h n 

per on lity, not 1th it nni 11 tion. h re r Ori ot 1 

o met phy ios,t n e t 

ism, hich re ·rd t h n er vin 

erin, n 

or ro .th 

my tic peseim­

ro reee 
• 

s th ource of 11 h 1 int r t1on of person-

11ty s th o l o 11 ex1 tence. 1the r forei n to the 

Occi 1 te r nt, n 

re re oth r reli on 

e re ot er c oncerned 1th them. 

hi h tress the tot 1 nd 1r-

reme 1 le epr vity o thi 

men to ee p rson 1 s·lv tion in sop 

ich, therefore, ur e 

nd in r pr tion 

or n hr ft r here n 11 on a will uto tic lly be 

ri ted, n 11 fru tr t d 1 e 1 lorou lyre 11 ed. he re-

11 ion of t e urope n p opl eh· s h d con 1 ·erable 1 nt 

of thi oth r- orl line in it. u 1 b n on1n it . 

h tern n loves 11 , 1 hi h v ntur n its rom-

iee, n 1 bun re fter th life more bund nt . It refuses to 

e um th t th orl 1 irrevoc bly lo t . th r it ntert ins 

n ot1ve f 1th nth life soen nt, i in thr uh efe t nd 

f 1lur to ul tii te h ony n w 11-b in . 

h reli ion o the tern orl 1 therefore st shifting 
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its center o motion 1 r · vity rom the h vena, which belon 

to God, to th e rt , which Go · veto the children of m n; 

ro th re lm of hum n conjecture nd 1 in tion to th re lm 

o re lity, here men live ·n toil n suffer n s tru le or 

bit of h· piness . In th1 rt lyre l oft n led lives 

nd pur o es, till sos dly 1 fi ured by poverty n' h te 

n 1 nor nee ron, in the mi st oft _s co union o 

a int n sinners hich e c 11 hum nity, reli ion, rivin 

v st po er fro its mi hty convictions, n op ble of ere tin 

moos nd ttitudee m n which re ~ost con ni ' l or m r 1 

ide·lis, on erve th cue of tr 11n m nk1n in 

rvelous m nner. 

he irst re · t ervioe hioh h church, the ffective rm 

o reli ion, c n ren er the cue of oci l ju tioe, is to 1-

v nize by eduction nd in 1r tion t 111 o n o th t they 

111 eek j tic n ur ue it. It c enk1ndle crus ding 

e 1 . or the Kin do of Go, hioh 111 b eci e ly in dom 

of this orld, fashioned out of the lo ly cl y of this 11 e, 

but fte r the p ttern nd roe of hi hest per•eotion. 

h churoh, ho ever, must not rem in content to pe 

of soci 1 ju t1ce in th bstr ct. The ohuroh is n t n o emy 

or peoul tive eo1 noes. It 1 yn ic ency uipped or 

oci 1 recon truotion . t mu tenter th r n of 11 n o 

b ttle for its e nct1t1ee . 

Th church cannot, of course, 11 n itself 1th prop -

n' for one ep oifio economic y tem e 1n t nether. 

It mu t no nvolve itself in eoono io do ti m. o o o 

ould b t fer evere los in p1r1tu l prestive nd u-

thority . Th church oul be co lled 1 rt c pion 
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n e 1 tin order, 1 sit of 1 s e ry n in vit ble 1 w, 

11 ven to p roxim te 

the virtu cl 1 e 

yste s, but it t 

or it. church 1 not c ncerned 1th 

s · e u rding o pr1ncipl 

e ust be c len e to or into s c y te 

hich e h 

s 111 

b st et its r quire ents. eth r it be c it 11s , oci 11 m 

or co uniem, th r re b sic princ plea of oci 1 j tio 

t t e in o , n the churc t n er 11 con 1t·on 

re in ree to ef n tlese 1 els for hich no y te i 

te u r ntee. 

or houl the ch oh be c lle upon to 1 y the roll of 

rb1ter ·nth num rou minor ec n 1c 1 utee hich ily 

rise in our soci ty, concern1n only th e pert ec no­

of ie o or uthor ty. mi t c· 0 t ny e r 

erous 1 bor controver ie 
' 

for l , occur tad y h1oh 

o not t 11 nvolve e ch cle 1 es h1ch oul 

rr · nt th church in thro in th its in luence 

on one aide or th oth r. he ohuroh o ht not t ritter 

itself w y by 1 trod in its 1 into V ry inor c nomic 

ran le h ch y o seas littl or no 8001 1 ei ·nifio nee . 

There r , ho ver, probl in mo rn eoci ty 0 Vet 

001 1 1 n to t v ry b rt of our 1 111 ~ tion 

· n ffectin th tr ct re of society, c ncern n hioh 

the church 

of p lp bl 

th 

t e n 1n no ncert in rms . Con 1t1ons 

n v· st ron 

r ch pro is. 

rsi t throu hout the orl, ich 

hum n 11 e, on 1 millions to 

degr dat1on n defeat, d fill the h bit t1ons of men with 

n ish d sorrow. Greed nd lust d oppression dev at te 
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life. Untold million re st •rved by poverty nd physic ly 

nd sn1r1tu lly dr ined by exploit tion. illione o chil ren 

re broken on th h el of n ustry. he burdens of our 

economic order lie he v1ly upon th houl ere of our .om n­

hood. o here in the orld today do tho ea n itions of 

justice d opportunity fully obt -in hich ould make possible 

the ree, untr meled unf ol "ment of nerson lity, the hr .onioue 

evelopment of 11 of Go 1s children aocord1n to the measure 

o th 1r c p ities . 

Tn the foe of these oond1t1one the church o nnot, dare 

not, re in 11 nt. It must cry ' loud . It must life up its 

voice like tr p t to eel re unto tbe people their tr ns­

ression. loe its vision ie a ty1n v.1 ion nd it r1tu 

n bomin tion . t 1 true th t t l ohuxoh ha. lw ye o ed 

for th victims o soc1 l injuet1oe . It d th poor, clothed 

then ked, sh ltered the homeles, heal d th e1ok, uet ined 

n comfotted th denied n th di o eased of the arth . 

e rly 11 the enoi a of m rcy in the orld e the ore tiona 

d arde of the churches . h ohuroh e indeed oomp ssion te 

mother . But it must no o or . It ust not alt until the 

lot j te o ooial reok e com driftin t its 

oor . It must t1o1p te d set r . t mus 1~bor for oci l 

rec onetruotion hich 111 f f ord 11 men,.. better oh nee of 

security h ppinese . The ohuroh t aum on its dh rents 

to olo e scrutiny o· oci l ills . It must stimulate re e r oh 

n in uiry in o th ir o sible remedies . It must place th 

soci 1 r sponeibillty f or lior tin these oonditione eq rely 

upon th shoul re of its evot es It mu t e lioa-
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tion o th 1r best ntelli enoe hi hest motives to thi 

t k. 

ch len 

t u t rou e n ieturb them 1th the esper te 

• • y e your brothers• kee re•, n rive th m 

on t o v new ex er ent tione in per eoting this ate ard hip. 

It mu t vice the ximum i deali o,I!' life , c llin or a 

oondit on oo:lety n whi h 111 t 11 ti ea be pri ry, 

n th f t on o his le itm te needs sup rior to pro it 

or th oc tion o ealth, in hich rew rs 111 be co n-

eu.r te 1th ervice, nd in hioh non eh 11 p rt ke of soo1al 

ood ho doe not c ntribute to th soo1 1 e 1. It must 

or iz the reli ious oon c1ouen as of the orld d the 

mi hty o t of the f ithful for etr t io action t decisive 

moments. 

bo 

in e rity. 

11, it m t the ref n otu ry of bsolute 

t mu t be th home of unc promisin loy lty 

to oc 1 . h churoh ust b red n rever for 

1t untl a pr cl m tion of truth. It must ri e bove the 

st te, not in the enee of ende vorin tom ster it, or to con­

trol its politic 1 ortunes, but in th sens of fr eing itself 

r n 11 nment hich c rr1 s 1th it the ndors ment of 1 the 

olitic~1 ro r s n olioies of th st te. t d e not be 

th l·ok of h t t . t must ris bove th prev 1 nt oo-

nomio y te , no in the s nse o seekin, in doctrinaire eh1on, 

to ub titut ystem for it, but in the sense of 

m noi tin it lf from n 111 no h oh mi ht compel 

it to 1 th rol of defen r nd polo 1st. h ohuroh must 

b ree, e rl n tono o • t m t b t e u1de, the oritio, 

th oen or o t te ooi ty. It m t never t e tool of 

prop a or th oh nnel for re ot1on. 
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11 ion s n t 1 ye b n ithful to its infor in urpose. 

he the f irst r t impul e hich re tee r 11 ion bo ies 

its lf in n in t1tut1 n, t lo es uoh fit r1n ·nd o 

11 rel1 ions t t e iret o ent oft ir rev l tin, hen they 

1 ap hot n frenzi d from the soul o. o -into 1c ted se r, re 

purg1n fi res, o na 1n fl e . hey e k 1n thun er n p 

life 1th b str ct on". h y po ss th yn 1"' of 

rophecy. Thy re st over n tions o r in oms, to r oot 

out n to ull on, to e troy nd to overthrow, to buil 

n d to pl nt. he orld t ds ~ h t nd ri htened. It 

turns pon th proph t of th ne rev l t1on nd cruc1f1 th m, 

only to e l o ent 1 er in · or tion n 

ut soon the hot oo 1 o rel1 

heroic mood v ni es. Ly lti s lo 

Th oioe er i int e ·1 ern a 0 

ti.id. nthusi a 1 q nch din h bit . 

s 

or hip th m. 

ion cool off. 

1 

0 0' f 1 

on beoo 

he 

ity. 

nd 

in titution 11 d. 1er rcby nd v sted nt r st pp r. The 

church b co a n n in it elf. its nt r ts re t 

t te it 111 co r is n yiel d oftt s betr y m n n 

their ir et n e • 

Thi cour e, 1 in er nt in 11 o 

betever moral ro ess h b n oh v d 1n t 

n1 tion. 

orl h s b en 

piri tu 1 1 r ly the or , not o roup , ut of 

dventurers, rebels n non-con. or 1 ts. vel tions el oo e 

to rou • h r re co le o rophet in no1 nt rel, 

but thy r r ly t o 1 ore of n 1ent pe t1t1on . It 

as only a th 1ndiv1d 1 sep r ted hi a l f ro t e SC ool 

th rou n pur ued 1s on ol1t ry qu st o real1 ty, th t 
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prophec y 1ecovered its uth ntic voice an mood . 

The church, therefore, frei hted own 1th or 1 tion, 

must oonst ntly r g inst it elf to ve its oul . h churoh 

• ust protect itsel g inst th on rd r g of in titutio 11am, 

n t e pr lysis of 111 hie results f ro over- or tion n 

proep rity . h o urc. tri ph nt o t n p.lls t 1th defe ted . 

It is not so 1 ioult fter 'll to voice cryin in th 

11 erness . It 1 r ore 1 ficult to b voice - ,1e 

cour ous - cryin or justice id t e pop nd 

oostlin es of a Te ple or thedr 1, hio 1 uilt n s 

by the n ro ity o t hose o u t often beoo t ever tr 

the voice ' s 1 eot1v . 

n 

orted 

t 0 

ut th church ust o just th t . It uat eli er tely choose 

th vi olo o " - t 

,lee it 111 oo e 

m n 11 turn fr it 

here; · n t e yout 

mer eurviv 1, 

Th cburoh 1 

h rd ro o 11ct persecution. 

io f utility i ern life . o tful 

111 e t t n le in else-

t orl 111 tor d it e 

hronis , inter ~etir u 1 r lev t . 

ello ip o tee vanta of Go . h 

miesi of o • s erv nt waa l on o e in by prophet in 

exile : 

truth . 

ri ht in the 

1 t e ri ht to o ort c r in to the 

not f 11 orb cru h d until he ve et th 

th . 
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oh for 1 1 to 
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1nconv ni n 1n 1 cus in thi 

u 1 . 

tin o h1ch l • 

h r r, 

l 

r 

I 1 r l t 0 o r te 

ft 0 - r ot no 

• 

1c lly 1 t 

or y not 

in r n nt, ut not 1 ntic • 

11 1 n 
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judgments are at best appro imation~ but until the logic of other 

judgments becomes more cogent and inviting, they are binding and 

authoratative. 

In speaking of morality, therefore, I have in ind the highest 

ideals of which the human heart and mind of our day are capable, -

ideals which have been crystalized in thought and time and which, 

if not attested by experience, are yet not contradicted by it. 

This morality is concerned largely with the relation of man to 

his fellowmen. 

Religion is concerned with the relations of man to the 

Universe and to ultimate reality. orality is chiefly a matter 

of conduct and motives. Religion is a m&tter of basic convictions 

touching the elemental facts and purposes of existence. The aim 

of morality is to est blish the most perfect order of society. 

The aim of religion 1s to answer certain questions hich men have 

asked themselves since the dawn of their reflective life, and 

hich they will continue to ask, even under the most perfect order 

of society; questions of hy and hence and hither, - desperate 

questions probin into the very heart of the cosmos. 

The ans era hich reli ion ives to these questions 

lead to aefinite mental ~ttitudes on the part of those who ccept 

them, hich m nifest the selves in social con uct. Religion 

affirms that the Universe is essentially not machine but a 

personality, and th~t the pri ~ry facts in nature are life and 

thought ~nd nur~ose . Human life is etern lly significant because 

it, too, is cre~tive pers nality, the very im· ge of th~t life 

an thou ht and purpose hich throb trough all things. He who 



is persuaded by these heroic postul ates of religion, ascertainable 
by faith but not demons trable by reason, will fin himself adopting 
those characteristic ttitudes hich we call religious, and which 
in turn lead to moral integrity. Religion is tbus rela ted to morals 
a s sun and soil are related to the fruit of the tree. 

Thus, for example, the religious man ill be reverent. In 
the mystic presence of circumambient d ivinity, in a world suf­
fused with the lory of unf olding lif e and purpose, the religious 
man stands rapt in adoration. Hi s spirit reveres all the 
manifestations of nature, all the outpourin s of t he mind and 
soul of man. This mood of reverence is rich soil f or moral 
ide alism. Herein do the boundaries of fa ith nd morals meet. 

Again the religious man ill think of lif e and personality 
~nd human relationships in terms of holiness; for Go ~, the Supreme 
Personality, is holy. Holiness is transfi ured morality, -
morality touched with the ecstasy of abeol te per~ection. The 
religious man, in his h ltin and finite ay, will aspire to 
imit ate this divine perfection: "Be ye holy, for I, the Lord your 
God, am holy". He will not be content with the mere formal 
observ~nce of t he accepted moral code. He will seek to cle anse 
every f ol a n crease of hiss iritual bein. He will go behind 
acts to motives, nd ill set new goals for h is life's motivations. 
He ill be mo re t h~n a mor al m n. He 111 be moral pathfinder. 
Here, a a in, t he boundaries of religion and ethics touch. 

The religious man ill re~ard his life and th~t of his 
neighbor as holy a nd i nviolable, for every li f e is a reflex of 
divinity and is justified of itself. ,very act of wrong and in­
justice desecrates life, mars an defaces the image of Go. 
Oppression and exploitation are more than viol tions of the laws of 
society. They are s acrilege and blasphemy. They thwart life - God's 
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life in man; they distort and mutilate that which is the 

end and goal of all being - the free, untrammeled un­

foldment of personality. 

Hence it is that the profoundly reli ious men of all times 

were the mightiest spokesmen of social justice, the uncom­

promising champions of absolute righteousness. It was from 

the lips of men touched with the burnin~ coal of divine affl tus, 

fro1 the lips of the prophet, the seer and the man of God, that 

the first great cry for justice leaped out upon the orld. hey 

who knew God most inti ately spoke of human rights most 

fearlessly. It was in the name of God, the stern an ri hteous 

Judge, that those Titans of the Spirit wielded the scorpion 

whip of their fury upon those who round the faces of the 

poor an turned aside the way of the humble. It a.sin the 

name of God, the co passionate and the merciful, that they 

pleaded the cause of the orphan and the widow, the beaten 

and the broken of life. It was in the name of God, the Father 

of all, that they espoused the cause of a universal brotherhood, 

which over-leaping all ancient boundaries erected by fear and 

selfishness, turned swords into plo shares and enmity into 

fello ship. 

The first great service which religion, through its historic 

agency, the church, has rendered and can continue to render 

the cause of social justice, is that it can function as the motive 

power of enthusiasm for all programs of social amelioration. 

It can be the dynamo of spiritual energy for every reat enter­

prise. Speaking beti es an~ oft of a God ose ways are 

justice and truth) ose worship is goodness, and upon hose 



high altars only thee orifice of ri hteousness are acceptable, 

religion and the church can so sensitize the minds of men 

to moral values, that when a situation confronts them, involving 

a clear moral issue, whether in their private life, or in their 

social, political or industrial life, they will be moved to 

choose the ood and eschew the evil. 



I am speaking~~-. of those reli ions only in which the 

ethical motif is paramount. Before religion climbed the plane of 

moral idealism it was essentially pessimistic. It accepted the 

inevitableness of all thins and proceeded to adjust man, through 

an incre-asingly involved and refined ritus, to the desperate 

finalities of existence. There is little joy in primitive 

religions. The dominant theme is rather one of fear, resignation, 

stress, terror, - and an unutterable sadness. The more advanced 

a-moral reli ions of Egypt, Babylon, India, Greece and Rome are 

also overcast with gloom, and speak of tragedy and death. Even 

the tempestuous orgies which attended the celebrations of the 

Gods and Godesses of fertility carried with them a note of horror 

and pathos. For the religions of antiquity were naturalistic . 
• 

rt. 
They were man's efforts to attune himself to the -whythm of the 

physical world, to understand it, to con rol it, to protect himself 

against it. The physical world yields but little to man•s 1mportunit:1es. 

Its laws hold man as in a vise and they make man to suffer hunger, 

and pain and bereavement and decay. To the God of the physical 

orld man can be nothing but subservient. It was but yesterday 

that man discovered a scientific idealism based on an increasin 

mastery of the physical world. But even now - and for all time to 

come - man may be beguiled by this sense of power and freedom 

but he cannot escape the inescapable - the ring of physical 

limitations with which life has girded him~ Scientific idealism 

leads at best to a noble and somber stoicism. 

It is in the realm- of the inner spiritual life and in the 

shared moral life of the group that man first discovered his 

freedom and his hope. There man could set definite goals and 

ttain them, or approximate them. There he could vindicate his 



will and increase his domain. He could project ideals which far 

outdistanced him and his world, - ideals of justice and love and 

holiness, a kingdom of moral values,-almost beyond his ken, 

certainly beyond his ascertained knowledge and acquired experience -

and then proceed to realize them. He never fully realized them -

but the vivid sensation of progressive realization gave him a joyous 

sense of victory and vindication. In his inner life he knew himself 

to be less inhibited, less frustrated, more the master and the l aw­

giver. To the God of the ' oral ,'orl~ man is a co-worker, 11 a little 

lower than the angles". Hence those religions which were early 

transformed from the natural to the moral unmistakeably take on a 

brighter hue. The song comes readily to the lips of those faithful 

ones whose reli~ion is one of doing justly and loving mercy and 

alking uprightly with Godl It is no a~cident of style or temperament 
~ .. A~ .... I 
~--·- -- I 

that the pages of the sacred literature of Jad&i&a of the Old and the 

New Testaments , rin with song and exalted hatefulness. A hundred 

times over c.nd over again~bounded optimism bursts froth from them. 

"I will sing of mercy and judgment" 11 My tongue sings of thy 

righteousness" "But the righteous doth sing and rejoice" "Behold my 

servants shall sing for joy of heart" "It is joy to the just to do 

jud ent" "The Kingdom of God is joy" "The fruit of the Spir1t · 1s 

love, joy, and peace" "Shout for joy all ye that are upright in heart.u 

Religion therefore derives its hopefulness from its moral motif. 

It is therefore only as religion overflows into ethical aspiration 

that it inspirits life and makes it lyrical. The supreme value of 

religion to life is just this contribution to the creative joyousness 

of human existence, this sense of moral freedom, this impulsive urge 

to surmount scientific uncertainty, lo ical perplexities, the defeatism 

of rationalism and apparent mortality. 
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•a16eiaRa which a re c oncerned 1th the development of human 

personality, not with its annihilation. ~here are Oriental 

faiths or s ystems of metaphysics tin .. ed with a mystic pessim­

ism, which regard t he human craving f or gro th an progress 

a s the source of all sufferin, and the disintegration of person­

ality as the goal of all existence. Such faiths are forei gn to the 

Occidental temperament, and we are not ere c oncerned with them. 

There are other religions which stress the total an ir­

remediable epravity of this world, and which, therefore, urge 

men to seek personal salvation in escape and in preparation 

f or an herec,fter herein all rongs will automatically be 

righted, and all f rustra ted 1 e als lorously realized. The re­

ligion of the European peoples has had a considerable el e ent 

of t h is other- orldliness in it. But it i s f ast aban oning it. 

The estern min loves li f e, its high adventure an its prom­

ise, and it hunf,ers after the life more abundant. It refuses to 

a ssume thE.t tbe world is irrevoc ably lost. Rather it entertains 

an active faith in the lif e a scendant, rising through defeat and 

f a ilure to ultimate harmony and well-being. 

The religion of the .estern world is therefore f ast shifting 



,o t 

- I -

its center of emotional gravity from the heavens, which belong 

to God, to the earth, which God gave to the children of man; 

from the realm of human conjecture and imagination to the realm 

of reality, where men live and toil and suffer and struggle for 

a bit of happiness. In this earthly realm of tangled lives 

and purposes, still so sadly disfigured by poverty and hate 
' 

and ignorance and wrong , in the midst of this communion of 

saints and sinners which we call humanity, religion, deriving 

vast power from its mighty convictions, and capable of cre ating 

moods and attitudes among men which are most congenial for moral 

idealism, can serve the cause of struggling mankind in a 

marvelous manner. 

The f irst great service which the church, the effective arm 

of religion, can render the cause of social justice, is to gal­

vanize by education and inspiration the will of men so that they 
M.J.A. ,l IV-o/> _ :,,(.., I 4 f4 Ti _ · 

wil'1 seek"justice and pursue it. It can enkindle a crusading 

zeal f or the Kingdom of God, which will be decidedly a kingdom 

of this world, fashioned out of the lowly clay of this lie, 

but after the pattern and grace of highest perfection. 

?he church, however, must not remain content to speak 

of social justice in tne abstract. The church is not an academy 

for speculative sciences. It is a dynamic agency equipped for 

social reconstruction. It must enter the arena of life and do 

battle for its sanctities. 

The church cannot, of course, ali n itself with a propa­

ganda for one specific economic system as against another. 

It must not involve itself in economic dogmatism. To do so 

would be to suffer a severe loss in spiritual presti'e and au­

thority. The church would be compelled either to champion 



an existing order, in spite of its sundry and inevitable flaws, 

or an imaginary order, which might fail even to approximate 

the virtues claimed for it. The church is not concerned with 

systems, but ,;1th the safeguarding of principles which each 

age must be challenged to work into such a system as will 

best meet its requirements. Whether it be c a.p italism, socialism 

or communism, there are basic principles of social justice 

at stake in each, and the church must under all conditions 

remain free to defend these i ueals for which no system is 

adequate guarantee. 

Nor should the church be called upon to play the rolt of 

arbiter in the numerous minor economic disputes which daily 

arise in our society, concerning which only the expert econo­

mist can today speak wi th anyJdegree of wisdom or authority. 

Numerous 1 bor controversies, for exam le, occur today hich 

do not at all involve such clear-cut moral issues which ould 

arrant the church in thro ing the weight of its influence 

on one side or the .other-. The church ought not to fritter 

itself ~way by i ntroducin itself into every minor economic 

wrangle which may possess little or no social significance. 

There are, however, problems in modern society of v~st 

social import, reaching to the very heart of our civilization 

nd affecting the hole ~tructure of society, concerning which 

the church must speak, and in no uncertain ~erms. Conditions 

of p~lp ble and vast ron persist throu hout the orld, w ich 

thwart the rich promise of human life, consign millions to 

degradation and defeat, and fill the habitations of men with 

anguish and sorrow. Greed and lust and oppression devastate 



life. Untold millions are starved by poverty and physically 
' 

and spiritually drained by exploitation. Millions of children 

are broken upon the wheels of industry. The burdens of our 

economic order lie heavily upon the shoul ers of our oman­

hood. Nowhere in the world today do those conditions of 

justice and opportunity fully obtain which would make possible 

the free, untrammeled unfoldment of personality, the harmonious 

development of all of God's children according to the measure 

of their capacities. 

In the face of these conditions the church cannot, dare 

not, remain silent. It must cry aloud. It must liff up its 

voice like a trumpet to declare unto~ people their trans­

gressions. Else its vision is a lying vision and its ritual 

an abomination. It is true that the church has always cared 

f or the victims of social injustice. It fed the poor, clothed 

the naked, sheltered the homeless, healed the sick, sustained 

and comforted the denied and the dispossessed of the earth. 

Nearly all the agencies of mercy in the world are the creations 

_and wards of the churches. The church wa,s indeed a compassionate 

mother. But it must now do more. It must not wait until the 

f lotsam and jetsam of social wreckage come drifting to its 

doors. It must anticipate disaster. It must l abor for a social 

reconstruction which will afford all men a better chance of 

security and happiness. The church must summon its adherents 

to a close scrutiny of social ills. It must stimulate research 

and inquiry into their possible remedies. It must place the 

social responsibility for ameliorating these conditions squarely 

upon the shoulders of its devotee£. It must demand the applica-



tion of their best intelligence and highest motives to this 

task. It must arouse and disturb them with the desperate 

'-
challenge: 11 Ye are your brothers I keJJpers 11 , and rive them 

on to ever new experimentations in perfecting this stewardship. 

It must voice the maximum idealism of life, calling for a 

condition of society in which an will at all times be primary, 

and the satisfaction of his legitmate needs superior to profit 

or the accumulation of wealth, in which rewards will be commen­

surate with service, and in which none shall partake of social 

goods who does not contribute to the social weal. It must 

organize the religious consciousness of the world and the 

mighty hosts of the faithful for strategic action at decisive 

moments. 
~ -tL~L---

Above all, iili- must be the refuge and sanctuary of absolute 

integrity. It must be the home of uncompromising loyalty 

to social ideals. The church must be feared and revered for 

its dauntless proclamation of truth. It must rise above the 

state, not in the sense of endeavoring to master it, or to con­

trol its political fortunes, but in the sense of freeing itself 

roman alignment which carries with it the endorsement of all the 

political pro -rams and policies of the state. It dare not be 

the lackey of the state. It must rise above the prevalent eco­

nomic system, not in the sense of seeking, in doctrinaire fashion, 

to substitute another system for it, but in the sense of 

emancipating itself from an alliance which might compel 

it to play the role of defender and apologist. The church must 

be free, fearless and autonomous. It must be the guide, the critic, 

the censor of state and society. It must never be the tool of 

propaganda or the channel for reaction. 



Reli ion has not always been faithful to its informing purpose. 

' ---' The church has often functioned as an ecclesiastic gonfalonier 

for despotism and imperialism. The church never led a revolution, 

except where its prestige and aggrandizement were at stake. 

It waged ars for Caesar and Pope, never for God. Peoples struggling 

for freedom almost always found the church allied with their enemies 

a.nd oppressors. In the last war church and synagogue hired themselves 
r-----' 

out to the State as trumpeteers and apologists; and their choicest 

spirits stood in the midst of a crumbling world shaken by the 

pentecostal wail of perishing peoples helpless, silent and confused. 

( ) 
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Then the first great impulse which creates a religion embodies 

itself in an institution, it loses much of its daring and courage. 

All religions at the first moment of their revelation, hen they 

leap hot and frenzied from the soul of some God-intoxicated seer, are 

purging fires, consuming flames. They speak in thunder and sweep 

life with a "besom of destruction". They possess the dynamics of 

prophecy. They are "set over nations and over kingdoms, to root 

out and to pull down, to destroy and to overthrow, to build 

'new and to plant". The world stands aghast and frightened. It 

turns upon the prophets of the new revelation and crucifies them, 

only to kneel a moment later in adoration an worship them. 

But soon the hot coals of religious passion cool off. The 

heroic mood vanishes. Loyalties lose t eir sacrificial quality. 

The voice crying in the ilderness becomes an echo, faint and 

timid. nthusiasm is quenched in habit. Religion becomes 

institution~lized. Hierarchy and vested interests appear. The 

church becomes an end in itself. When its interests are at 

tate it will co .promise and yield and ofttimes betray men in 

their direst needs. 

This danger, of course, is inherent in all or anization. 

he1rever moral pro ress has been achieved in the world has been 

largely the orJ, not of roups, but of individual spiritual 

adventurers, rebels and non-conformists. Revelations seldom come 

to groups. There ere schools of prophets in ancient Israel, 

but they were merely the monitors of ancient superstitions. It 

as only s the individual separated himself from the school an -
the group and pursued his on solitary quest of reality, that 
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prophecy discovered its authentic voice and mood. 

The church, therefore, freighted down with organization, 

must constantly war against itself to save its soul. The church 

must protect itself against the downward drag of inatitution~liem, 

and the paralysis of will which results from over-organization and 

prosperity. The church triumphant often spells the faith defeated. 

It is not so difficult after all to be a voice crying in the 

wilderness. It is far more difficult to be a voice - clear and 

coura eous - crying for justice amid the pomp and splendor and 

costliness of a Temple or a Cathedral, which is built and supported 

by the generosity of those who must often become the very t arget of 

the voice's invective. 

But the church must do just that. It •must deliberately choose 

the "via dolorosa" - the hard road of con ·11ct and persecution. 

Else it will become a tragic futility in modern life. Thoughtful 

men will turn from it and will seek their light and leading else­

where; ~nd the youth of the orld will come to re ard it as a 

mere survival, an anachronism, interestin but irrelevant. 

The church is a fellowship of the servants of God. The 

mission of God's servant was long ago defined by a prophet in 

exile: "He sh 11 make the right to go forth accordin to the 

truth. He shall not fail or be crushed until he have set the 

right in the earth." 



It is tnerefore gratifying to itness the establish ent 

by the reat communions of our land, of commissions on social 
~ 

justice which, sin . ly or coopera.tively, re defining pecifical! M'1~ 

&DO Ullo ••to1, the position of tneir churches on the great . 
~ JM 

industrial problems of our day and hich ttemot · 
" • r 

fairly and impartially. industrial conditions 

o study 
~ _..,,require 

study, to concentrate ublic ttention upon them, to proffer 

the., service, ol counsel J1 mediation and ~o carry on ~ ~ 
( t/A,vu u '"'° $~ --

education 1 propaganda until the wre&so ewe righted, 

Industrial conflicts in w ich moral values are involved 

no longer fifl the churches totally unprep red or unwillin 

to assume the role of leadership. Some c urches are now 

equipped adequately to investi te the facts involved in a 

g iven industrial~ and are po sessed of vehicles for 

bro dcastin their findings to the public. The ultim te 

effectiveness of the church in~ social emergencies will 

epend upon the quality of its leadersnip, upon its competence, 

1'JI, f irness nd cour ge 
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.A CRUSADE FOR S CIAL JUSTICE 
' By Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 

Rabbi of The 1 emple Cleveland. Ohio 
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The Church and Social Justice 
Address delivered by Dr. Abba HiHel Silv t' at the National Conference of 

Social Work, held at Des Moines, Iowa. 
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Thus, for example, the religiou man will be reverent. In 
the mystic pre ence of circumambient di inity in a w rld uf­
fused with the glory of unfolding life and purp e the relig­
ious man stand rapt in adoration. Hi pirit revere. all th 
manifestations of nature, all the outpouring f the mind an l 
soul of man. This mood of reverence i rich oi 1 for moral 
idealism. Herein do the boundarie of faith and moral meet. 

Again the religiou man will think of life and per onalit 
and human relation hips in term of holines ; for God, the 

upreme Per onality, i holy. Holine i tran figured moral­
ity,-morality touched with the ec tasy of absolute perfection. 
The religiou man, in hi halting and finite way, will a pire 
to imitate thi divine perfection: ''Be ye holy, for I, the Lord 
your God, am holy". He will not be content with the mere 
formal observance of the accepted moral code. He will seek 
to cleanse every fold and crea e of his piritnal being. He will 
go behind act to motive. , and will et new goal for hi life' 
motivation . He will be more than a moral man. He will be 
a moral pathfinder. Here, again, the boundarie of religion 
and ethic touch. 

The religiou man wi11 regard hi life and that of hi · 
neighbor as holy and inviolable, for e ery life i a reflex of 
divinity and i ju tified of it elf. E rery a t of wrong and in­
ju ti e de e rate life mars and deface he image f God. 
Oppre ion and exploitation are more than violation of the 
law of ociety. They are acrilege and bla phemy. They 
thwart life-God' life in man· they di t rt and mutilate that 
which is the end and goal of a11 being-the free untrammeled 
unf ldment of per onality. 

Hence it i that the profoundly religiou men f all time 
were the mightie t poke men of o ial ju ti e the uncom­
promi ing champion of ab olute righteou ne . It wa fr m 
the lip of men touched with the burning coal of divine afflatu 
from the lip of the prophet, the eer and the man f d, that 
the fir t great cry for ju tice leaped out up n the v orld. They 
, ho knew God mo t intimately poke of human right m · t 

fearle ly. It wa in the name of God the tern and righteou 
Judge, that tho e Titan of the pirit wielded the rpion 
whip of their fury upon those who ground the face of th 
poor and turned a ide the wa of the humble. It wa in th 
name of God, the com pa ion ate and the mer if ul that they 
pleaded the cause of the orphan and the wid w the beaten 
and the broken of life. It wa in the name f God the Fath r 
of all, that they e pou ed the cau e of a univer al brotherhood 
which over-leaping all ancient boundarie erected by fear and 
elfi hness, turned word into plow hare and enmity into 

fellowship. 
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'I'he fir t great service which religion through it hi ·tori 
agency, the church, has rendered and an continue to render 
the cau .. e f social ju tice is that it can function a the motive 
power of enthu ia m for all program of ocial ameli ration. 
It can be the dynamo of piritual energy for every great enter­
pri e. peaking betime and oft of a od \\ ho e ay are 
ju tice and truth, \Vhose worship i goodne , and upon 
\Vho e high altar only the acrifice of righteousn are ac­
ceptable, religion and the church can o en itize th mind 

f men to moral values, that when a ituation confront them, 
involving a clear moral i ue, whether in their private life, or 
in their social, political or indu trial life they will be moved 
to hoo e the good and eschew the evil. 

I am peaking now of cour e, f th e religi n nly 
whi h believe in human progre . I am peaking onl of tho e 
religion which are concerned with the development of human 
per onality, not with its annihilation. There are Oriental 
faith or .. y tern of metaphy ic tinged with a my tic pe ' im­
i m, whi h regard the human era ing for gr wth and progre . 
a the urce of all uffering, and the di integration f per on­
ality a the goal of all exi tence. Su h faith . are foreign t the 
Occidental temperament, and we are n t here concerned with 
them. 

There are other religion which stre . the total and ir­
remediable depravity of thi , world and which, therefore, urge 
men to eek per onal alvation in e cape and in preparation 
f r an hereafter wherein all wrong wiU automaticall be 
righted and all frustrated ideal glori u l realized. The re­
ligion of the European people ha had a n iderable element 
of this other-worldlines in it. But it i.. fa t abandoning it. 
The \Ve tern mind love life it high ad enture and it pr m­
i e, and it hungers after the life more abundant. It refu e to 
a. ume that the world j irrevocably lo t. Rather it entertain. 
an a ti e faith in the life a. endant rL ing thr ugh def at and 
t ilur t ultimate harm ny and , ell-being. 

The religi n of the e tern world i. th refore fa t . hift-
ing it nter of em tional gravity fr m th hea en , whi h b -
I ng t od, to the earth, which G d ga re to the hildren of 
man·· from the realm of human onjecture and imaginati n to 
the r alm f reality, where men Ii e and t il and . uffer and 
truggle f r a bit of happine . In thi earthly realm f tan­

gled Ii e and purpo e till o adly di figured by p erty 
and hate and ignoran e and wrong, in the mid t of thi om­
muni n f aint and inner which we all humanity, r ligion, 
deri ing- a. t power from it, mighty nviction and capable 
of creating moods and attitudes am ng men which are m t 
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congenial for moral ideali m can er e the cau e of struggling 
mankind in a marvel u manner. 

The fir t great er ice which the chur h the effective arm 
of religion can render the au e of ocial ju tice, i to galvan­
ize by education and in piration the will of men ·o that they 
will eek ju ti e and pur ue it. It can enkindle a crusading 
zeal for the Kingdom of God, which will be decidedly a king­
dom of thi world. fa hioned out f the lowly clay of thi life 
but after the pattern and grace of highe t perfection. 

The church h , ever, mu t not remain content to peak 
of ocial ju tice in the ab .. tract. The church i not an academy 
for peculath e cience . It i a dynamic agency equipped for 
o ial re on truction. It mu t enter the arena of life and do 

battle for it anctitie . 
The church cannot of cour e, align it elf with a propa­

ganda for one pecific economic y tern a again t another. 
It mu t not involve itself in economic dogmati m. To do o 
would be to uff er a e ere lo in piritual pre tige and au­
thority. The hur h would be compelled either to champion 
an exi tino- order in pite f it undry and inevitable flaw , 
or an imaginar rder whi h might fail e ren to approximate 
the virtue claimed for it. The church i not concerned with 
y tern , but , ith th 1 afeguarding of prin iple which each 

age mu t be hallenged to work into u h a y tern a will 
be t meet it requirement . v hether it be apitali. m ocial­
i m r communi m, there ar ha ic pri ipl,e of ocial ju tice 
at take in .aach and the hurch mu t under all condition re­
main free to def end the e idea 1 for whi h no y tern i ade­
quate guarantee. 

or h uld the hurch be called upon to play the roll of 
arbiter in the numerou . minor economi di pute which daily 
ari e in our . ciety concerning which only the expert econo­
mi t can toda. peak with any degree of wi dom or authority. 

umerou lab r ontro er ie , for example, o cur today which 
do not at all invoh e u h lear-cut moral i ue which would 
warrant the· hur h in throwing the , eight of it influen e 
on one ide r the other. The hur h ught not to fritter it-
elf away b intr ducing it elf int e ery minor economi 

wrangle hi h may po · ·e little r n o ial ignificance. 
There are, howe er problem in modern ociety of va t 

ocial import rea hing to the er heart of our civilization 
and affecting the whole tru ture of ciety concerning which 
the church mu t peak, and in no uncertain term . Condi­
tion of pa 'pable and a t wrong per i t throughout the world, 
which thwart the rich promi e of human life, consign million .. 
to de~ra~ati n and d feat and fill the habitations of men with 
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angui h and orrow. Greed and lu nd s, ion l 
life. Untold million are tarved p pl 
and piritually drained b 1 it n. 
are broken upon the whe f ind y. n r 
e nomi order lie h a\ ily u th h ul • 
hood. Nowhere in the w t 1 di f 
ju tice and opportunity ful )tai ·hi ,J a -
b]e the free, untramm 1 d ldm f p ity. . -
moniou development of al1 f G d 'hil Ir rding t th 
mea ure of their apa iti . 

In the fa e of th e nditi n • the hurch ann t , dare 
no main ilent. It m t er, al ud. It mu:t lift up it 
voi ike a trump t t d lare unl · pl h ir ran .~-
gr n . El e it vi ion i a l) in n 't: ritual c.tn 
abomination. It i true that the h f r 
the victim of o ial inju ·ti . It 1 th 
naked, heltered the homele . , h in nd 
com£ rted the deni d and the di . p 1. ar-
1 all the agen ie f mer y in ·r 1d 
v ard of the church . T n-
ate mother. But it mu t n . . til 
the fl t am and jet am of c ,ag1 o ·t. 
d or . It mu t anti ipate . It must a1 
re on truction which \: ill afford all m n a f 
e urit , and happin . Tl ummon -

ent t a do. e crutin f • • 
earch and inqui ·nto their po di 

the ocial re. po bili y f r ameliorating 
quarely up n th h nld f i 

the applicati n of their teHi 
to thi ta k. It mu t ar and 
perate challenge: ' Ye ar r br ', a 
them n t e er ne perimentati g t • 
ard hip. It mu t '\ ma '" im life 
f r a c ndition of • 1 , hich n ·11 
primary. and th hL itimat 
t p t the a w • 1 r 
be c 1.~ urate with . rvi a i h 
take f cia1 g d .~ wh d ib I 
weal. It mu t rganize the reli n, i h 
w rld and the might h f the faithful f< r : c 

at de i ive moment . 

b e all it mu t b the r fuge and an tuar f ab olut 
integrity. It mu t b the h m f un mpr mi ing loyalt 
to ocial ideal . The church mu t b f ar d and re ered f r 
it dauntle procl~mation f truth. It mu t ri e ab e the 
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state not in the ense ot endeavoring to ma ter tt, or to con­
trol its political fortune , but in the ense of freeing it elf from 
an alignment which carrie with it the endor ement of all the 
political programs and pohcie of the tate. It dare not be 
the lackey of the tate. It must rise aboYe the prevalent eco­
nomic system, not in the sense of seeking, in doctrinaire 
fashion, to sub titute another system for it, but in the sense 
of emancipating itself from an alliance which might compel 
it to play the role of def ender and apologist. The church ha 
often been intrigued into casting the mantle of its sanctity over 
the corruptions of an unjust society. The church must be free, 
fearless and autonom u . It must be the guide, the critic, the 
cen or of tate and society. It mu t never be the tool of prop­
aganda or the channel for reaction. 

Religion ha not alway been faithful to its informing 
purpose. \Vhen the fir t great impulse which creates a re­
ligion embodies it elf in an institution, it lose~ much of its dar­
ing and courage. All religions at the first moment of their 
revelation, when they leap hot and frenzied from the soul of 
ome God-intoxicated eer. are purging fires, consuming 

flame . They speak in thunder and sweep life with a 
"be om of destruction11

• They po sess the dynamics of 
prophecy. They are "'set over nations and over kingdoms, to 
root out and to pun down, to de troy and to overthrow, to 
build anew and to plant". The world tands aghast and fright­
ened. It turn upon the prophet of the new revelation and 
crucifie them only to kneel a moment later in adoration and 
wor hip them. 

But soon the hot coal of religious pas ion cool off. The 
heroic mood vani he . Loyalties lo e their sacrificial quality. 
The voice crying in the wilderne become an echo, faint and 
timid. Enthu ia m i quen hed in habit. Religion become 
in titutionalized. Hierar hy and ve ted intere t apear. The 
chur h become an end in it elf. vVhen it intere ts are at 
take it will compromi e and yield and ofttime betray men 

in their dire t need . 

Thi danger, of cour e, i inherent in all organization. 
\ hatever moral progre . ha been achie ed in the world ha 
been largely the work, not of group , but of individual spirit­
ual adventurers, rebel and non-conformist . Revelations el­
d m come to group . There were chools of prophets in an­
cient I -- rael, but they were merely the monitor of ancient 
uper titian . It wa on1y a the individual eparated him elf 

from the chool and the. group and pursued hi own solitary 
que t of realit), that prophecy di covered its authentic voice 
and mood. 
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The chur h, theref re freighted down with rganizati 11 

mu t con tantly war again t it elf t a e it. . ul. Th 
hur h mu t pr t t it elf again t th d wnward drag f in-
titutionali m, and th I araly i f will ~hi h re ·ult fr m 

o ·er-organizati n and pro perity. Th hur h triumphant 
ften p IL the faith <l f ated. It i n t diffi 'ult after all 

to be a oice rying in the wilderne ~ . It i far more diffi ult 
to be a oice-clear and courageou - rying for ju tice amid 
the pomp and p1endor and ostline of a Temple or a Cathe­
dral, which i built and upported by the genero ity of tho e 
who mu t often become the very target f the voice1 invective. 

But the hurch must do ju t that. It mu t deliberately 
choose the ' ia doloro a"-the hard road f nflict and per-
ecution. El e it will become a tragi futility in modern life. 

Thoughtful men will turn from it and ~ill eek their light and 
leading el ewhere; and the youth of the world will come t 
regard it a a mere urviyal an anachroni m mtere ting but 
irrelevant. 

The chur h i a fell ow hip of the ervant f od. The 
mi sion of God' er Tant wa long ago defined by a prophet 
in exile: 'He haU make the right to go forth ac rding to the 
truth. He hall not fail or be cru ,hed until he have et the 
right in the earth". 
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