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At. I a "'erman or a Jewish ·;;ri t r? 

. 
I do not believe a-"1y0!le capF.1.ole of drewin~ di tinct lines 

of dema.rcatlo!l bet l"ee!l wh'?..t is a..'Yld wh ... t is not Je•rish. ThPre 

was a ti e when I thought I l;ould. Beca~se I w s able to read 

the Jewislmess of certain eople in tneir f ~es, I assu.i:ed that 

could recog!lize all people in tnat fas~ion. Becquse ~rom the 

contents of certain books I concluded beyonu peraaventure their 

Jewi n authorship, I vent 0 r~d to conte~d tna.t I had disco ered 

a universal sta.v-idard of Jewish physiognomy. I used to attribute 

Jewis characteristics to authors who knew not a word of Hebrew 

r1.nd vho - lilr...e :eine - had bad. on y a negligi • le fa'!l,iliarity with 

the :Sible; in other 1orc.s, _ t'_o "'ht there rvas a sort of literary 

anatomy which can be discerned s Jewish. 0 .. pon closer 

investigation did this conclusion prove o e no less fa1lacious 

than Goe he's scort and toploft dictum: '- ere is sonething 

p'3tnetic in things Je ish. 11 

To be sure, the re are scl!'le Je ~i sh a;.t~ ors who are p,;:, the tic• 

while others e.re sentimental. But I c n .. ot find rnucb that is 

p2~the tic in work like, saJ, Karl i-x 1 s II apital. 11 'imi r-rl 

difficult would it be to discover anything of ~thos or sentimenta it 

in the .o-eometricall:, constracted "Ethics" of 'pinoza. 

' .. , own books strive not to be Jewish. 

neither p thetic nor sentimental. or ,o~ 

They are, it seems to me, 

it e an easy t sk, 

. 
even pon b'ectin~ them to the aci • ~est, to ascribe to them 

anything ten dent i ou ly pro-J ev; is h. I h . ve, for exar .. p le , not 

minirr..ized t all the sinister qu. lities and deed of the Jev1 1 Josef 

Oppenheimer; rat er I have • rou&;ht t a-1 to light itho t exagger tion. 

ave I uepicted pla sioly the v nity, c pidity, vain loriousnes and 

unscrup lousn ss of this Jew? 
Some sa , rather too pla s • bly. On 
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Feuchtwanger Sees Jews 
, Playing Leading Role in 
World's Technical Advance 

New York, Sept. 13 (J. T. A.)-
The Jews, because they have for 

I centuries been more mobile than 
other peoples, not being bound to 
any particular soil, will in the fut-
ure "take front rank in helping 
to do the work of construction in 
a world which ha changed from 

I a world of farmers to a world of 
I 



INDEPENDENT -======~ 
l machine·." On the other hand, 
, the .Jews being next to the Chinese 
the most literary people in the 
·world and having conserved in its 
books the useful experiences of the 
white races for thousands of years 
back, will also in the future 
"make through the practice of lit­
erature, a hea y contribution to 
the memory of mankind" in an 
epoch which has less feeling for I 

· uch matters than formerly. 
I This is the olinion, expressed by . 

l Lion Feuchtwa ge , famous Ger- 1 

man .J ewi h no ist and play- . 
wright, in an icle entitled "The 1 

Trend of th ews," which ap- ~ 
peared in gaz1ne section of yes- 1 

terday's w Y rk "Herald-Trib- 1 
une." eaking of the historical 
develo nent of the Jews, Mr. 
Feuchtwanger sa : 

"It, early hi t ry, m eled the 
J ewi h group int rep sentatives 
of a trange org nic lending of 
Asiatic renunciati and of Eu­
ropean thirst for tion. It is no 
accident that the v ite race's two 
fundamental bo s of doing and 
non-doing-the Old estament and 
the ew Te men sprang from 
t he Jewish ntellectu 1 spirit." 

I Of the ·sh role in the world 
today, 1\'I Feuchtw nger says: 

·'What their enemies formerly 
reproached them with and con_ 
demn d as their most contemptible 
charact ri ·tic-their cosmopolitan 
-their lack of root· in the soil, 
· uddenly disclo es it elf as an im­
mense superiority. That they 
we ·e intrigued again t for cent­
urie , that they were obliged to 
adapt th m ·elves always to new I 
men and new condition , makes 
lhem, in a quickly altered time of 
rapid communications, uperior to 
those who can move only on their 
own oil. It i consequently their 
hi toric mi ion to take front rank 
in helping to do the work of con­
:truction in world which has 
changed from a world of farmers 
to a world of machines." I 
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