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''God's in His Heaven, All's Right With 
the World'' ---John Rice of Princeton 
Creighton Makes It Hot for Flaming Youth! 

If the four young gentlemen who 
engaged in forensic combat last 
Monday night before Ad-Sellers and 
their gu sts are representative ex­
amples of the youth of America, 
"the younger generation," .and we 
believe they are) , it would 
seem that the burning question as 
to whether or not there is hope 
for our young manhood, ceases to 
be a que tion, banishing doubt and 
fo. t ring a f eling of certainty that 
there is hop - much hope for and 
much pride in modern youth- lab­
oratory work to the contrary, not­
withstanding. 

In what pa t generation will yon 
find among young men of coll ge 
age greater keenn ss of intellect, 
<'harm of manner, eloquenc . poise. 
dignity, a finer s nse of humor. 
mor splendid frankness and sin­
cerity? Have past generation ap­
proached the thr hold of mature 
manhood with as clear a vision, a 
true an understanding of th re­
sponsibilities and the orivileg s of 
"living" th ir Jives, with a b tter 
appreciation of what it m ans to b 
ma ter of th art of living·~ And 
fsn ' t that, after all, true uccess? 

With all due resoect to th 
dauntless manner with which th 
Creighton bovs unh Id th ir id of 
th argument, they wer animat , 
living refutations of th ir own prop­
osition. 

H rb rt "\V . Fiscl1er pl'esiderl as 
chairman of the v ning and in­
troduced Karl Kr der and John 
Rice, vi Hing team of Prine ton, 
upholding the negativ of the prop­
osition, and James Fitzg rald and 
Ben Kazlowsky of Creighton, up­
l1olding the affirmative. 

Following is a ummarized r -
view of the debat on the proposi­
tion: 

"Resolved , That there i s no hop 
for the younger generation." 

Jam s Fitzgerald: vV no tic on 
your admission tickets you have 
printed "strictly stag." Evid ntly 
that carri d some ubtle meaning to 
som of your m mb rs . r am told 
that one g ntl man called and 
a ked if it would b safe to bring 
hi fift n-year-old son along ab his 
guest. 

or coun, , 1r. Kazlow ky and 
my' If hop to mak things pr tty 
hot for 'flaming youth.' Right from 
th b ginning, I want to say that 
all of th 1-1 e t rrible ond ' tions 
which w will di clos to vou to­
night. we discov r d not from per­
gonal xp ri nc hut as a r suit , 
rath r, of personal observation . 
c rtain amount of laboratory work 
of ours , just had to b don , i~ 
ord r to asc rtain just how bad on­
ditions w r , and my coll agu , rr. 
Kazlow ky, did this fi Id work . I, 

myself, did the r earch work in 
th Public Library- every man to 
his job. 

\Vhen we take a stand against 
thi ••w won't go home until 
morning" generation, some of you 
will plac u in the category with 
the blu -nosed, puritanical, re­
formers from the country or the 
gentlemen of the opposition . Per­
haps they may picture us as stand­
ing tonight just a. Jeremiah stood 
y ars ago outside the walls of Jeru­
salem, d ploring in doleful accents, 
th condition of that fair city. But 
ev n the gentlemen of Prine ton 
must admit that Jer miah could not 
hav rPnt cl i:1uch nice lothes as 
the. in which to do the job . This 
is nothing new, of cours . Aristo­
phan s in Greece, Pliny in Rome 
and ven Daniel Web ter in our 
own country pursued similar noli­
ci s of decrying conditions of their 
tim . . It is not our purpo e to­
night. howev r, to b wail and be­
moan th conduct of our own gen­
eration and throw up onr hand,' 
and en "O t mpora. O mol' • . " But 
we do hope to nla<'e mod rn youtl1 
und r th microscoo and condu t 
a . n ibl inv . ligation. I th r i s 
no cause for nlarm. w 11 and good . 
If th r i. something wron . w 
don't want o be lik th ostrich 
and burv our h ads to k p from 
finding ~ut wl1< t this whoop -mak­
ing g n ration is r ally doing. 

Of cours , wh n r ighton ·ays 
lh re is " no hop " w do not n c s­
sal'ily mean that you th is su ri ken i ·1 
depravity so d eply that th y are 
absolutelv beyond r all. No - whil 
th r is !if , th r is ho ') . And we 
admit th re is <' rtainly pl nty of 
lif in th youngel' g n ration. W 
und r tand thi "no hoo " to b 
mnely a fie;uratlve wor<llng, for lh 
purpo of debate. Th qu stion 
r ally at issue is wh th r or not 
th young r gen ration is inf rlor 
to the pr c ding gen ration and 
wh ther they are fitting thems Ive 
to tak th places of th ir fathers 
and moth rs . 

Th only way to conduct a thor­
ough inv stigation is to accompany 
om of the members of thi young­
r gen ration as th y start out to 

mak h y, hey while th moon 
shine.. Beyond th que. tion of 
doubt, this is th gr at t <lay in 
history, at l a t for any on with 
a name like Fitzg raid. P rhap a 
good many other gentlemen are out 
other place this vening, doing 
other thing , working up h adach s 
for tomorrow, who will wi h th y 
had c I brated as ' ensibly as we 
hav , by makin only imaginary 
whoop e. 

First of all we wiJl jump into 
the moth r-in-law s at-which in 

English m ans the rumble eat- in 
the back of a young man' cal'. He 
call for hi fair partner- at lE>ast 
she is fair in some re pects. \V 
are just a little surpri. ed that this 
girl is the product of a civilized 
country. She looks a great deal 
more like a South Sea Islander with 
her maximum of paint and her min­
imum of clothe . We come to the 
conclu ion that the old man was not 
such a fool who said that women's 
skirt w re growing shorter and 
shorter and he hop d his eyesight 
held out for ten years longer. And 
that calls to mind the story of the 
man who read that fashion decreed 
the length ning of women's skirts 
and forthwith he spent the last ten 
dollars he had to take a memory 
cour e. 

The cantily clad miss climbs in 
and we're off with breath taking 
speed . We in th rumble seat cling 
tog ther lo ke p from falling 011t. 

Evidently the coupl ahead are also 
afraid of tumbling out. At any rate 
they are clinging clo ely together. 

Our fir t top is to lay in pro­
visions for th long, hard night 
ahead. Thi. typ of provision com s 
wrapped in bottl s and has a d -
cidedly alcoholic aroma and on 
may also detect trace of fusel-oil, 
glyc rin and what not. In fact, 
condition have b come so bad~iate­
ly that young people can't tell the 
differenc b tw en prohibition gin 
and radiator anti-freez olution. 
It's a d plorable condition when 
th young r g neration cannot tell 
th diff rence b tween radiator so­
lution and o-called pre-war stuff. 

Aft r this top v nts occur much 
mor rapidly- and much more hap­
pily as well. We arrive at a place 
wher th r is dancing, tak a qui t 
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table in th corner and watch th 
obj ct of our inv stigation a they 
begin a series of weird manipula­
tions, mi named dancing. Th y jib­
ble past, th ir bodi s shaking lik 
two dishes of jello. To anyon who 
has an appreciation of grac ful and 
rhythmic dancing, the sp ctacle is 
naus ating. List ning in to th 
coupl 's conver ation w di· over 
that we r ally n d an interpr t r, 
for the Am rican languag has 
be n r plac d by th Am rican 
" languag .'' But at any rat , from 
what we gath r from th ir topics of 
conver ation, w think it would be 
b tt r to pass ov r th m silently 
and not discuss them in thi polite 
gathering. 

\'Ve ar not left long to medita­
tion for the youngsters soon hurry 
off to another so-call d dance, 
thenc to another place to eat and 
finally there is nothing l ft to do 
but return to that place that used 
to b called home, but now is ju t 
a filling station where the young 
stock up on food and money and 
start off again. 

We get up about noon th next 
day and begin thinking the things 
ov r that w re observed on our 
trip. Perhaps there is nothing mor­
ally wrong in this craz for xcit -
m nt but it gives youth an outlook 
of irresponsibility. It indicat s the 
trend of the age, th atmospher of 
a pl asure crazed world. \ r fl ct 
that perhaps th re i nothing 
wrong with the happy, car fr ac­
tions of the young men and wom­
en, with smoking, drinking, dancing 
and canty appar l, but it is th in-
vitabl nd to which th • things 

lead that mak th m dang rou •. 
Youth is re tl s.· and imp tuous and 
oft n he mistak s fr dom fo1· li­
e ns . 

o w ee from onr analysis that 
th younger g n ration is Jiving in 
an atmo ph re charg d with irr -
st onsibility, r stl s n :; and unr -
traint. Ther is cause, ind d. to 

worry about any g neration , hi h 
cond mn a]} conv ntions and s 
to wriggl fr from all r tJ•ain t .· . 
John Ri e: 

Th affirmativ , in th ir op n­
ing stat m nts on th proposition . 
hav tak n u • for a joy rid and 
th y have dodg d the i SU . Prine -
ton did not com<• out h r to dod~ 
i su s. \V ha v laboratori . , too . 

m an "hop " in it most lit ral 
We hav com half way 

aero s the contin nt to ay that 
•·God is still in His h av n and all 
is right with th world ." 

Th youth of today hav th 
w ight of th world on th Ir shoul­
ders and it is a h avy bul'd n. Any­
on who says th r is no hop giv : 
hims If up to a philosophy of fa­
talism. Pes imism r ign supr m -
th p arly gat s ar clo d for ver 
- humanity is bankrupt of that 
-v hich "spring· t rnal in the hu-
man br ast," hop . We of this gen-

rn.tion must v r live and know 
no hop . They can only fall in 
e tabl! hing th ir pr mis that 
"th r is no hope." But, since th y 
have so bravely dodged it w must 
bring them to t rms. 
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It is an ag old cry, this of 
ag criti i ing th ra hn ss of 
youth. Th old t l tt r v r f und 
prov to b thi old theme 
- an irat fath r obj ting to th 
xtravaganc of his sp ndthrift ·on, 

Hom r, in th "Illiad, " ay that 
' the young m('n ar not lik th y 
w r in my da.y .' ri stophan .s 
boa. t d that hh; g<•n ration pro­
du c•d cullurNl m n and nol th 
loud -mouth •d r velf'rs that he now 
found about him . i •ro xclaim d, 
"O tempora! mor s ! •• H found 
cau • for alarm in th fa t thal 
youth. t)Ut oliv oil on their hair 
and dan d disrob d at r asts. Th 
sam condition xist. now h tw n 
young iconocla. L a nd coll gial 
ynic . 

Thi condition of ag crying out 
again t youth is not n w. Our own 
v n rated B njamin Franklin in on . 
of the pithy Jin s for which h is 
famous , say. that " r kl ·s youth 
mak rueful ag('." B njamin 
Franklin. lh <> fath r of Th • atur­
day E,· ning Post and s veral il ­
l gitimat childr n . 

Rab lais cri d out : "Youth i s hot 
and ag is old : youth i. wild and 
ag tam ; oh youth! I do ador 
th I" 

Look at th first g n ration, ain 
and Ab 1. W e r ad "And Cain sl w 

b I." Th , fir ·t g n ration, 10 % 
old bl od d murd .1·er s ! Can you 

b at that? 
But Jet us point out the is ·tws 

that r ally fac us in this que. tion . 
\\' _ b Ii ve you will agr that on f' 
of th main is. u .s is religion. 

Th gr at Dr. tratton has sa id . 
" Look at till' milli ns of young J> o­
J)I today who ar not 'hrl ·tia 11 s.' " 
What is ('hri. tianity if it b not 
hop ? Young and old ar' mon, 

I' dl s than V r b for in Lh t> 
world' . history. Mo. t thinking 1> o­
pl . agr with Dr. F'osdi k wlwn 
h savs that "God i.- no long r r(>­
gard d as a sort of smi b .11 boy 
whom w expPcl to com will1·1gh· 
and instantly to our aid."' Thi -; 
•oung g n(>ration ha .- n h II 
hum out. Th r is a lib ral mov(>­
m nt taking pla . Youth is fr , cl 
fl-om servitud to th I tt r of tlw 
law. Youth do s not b Ii v with 
RohP1' l Ing r soll that " man is C:od' : 
nob! t er ation.'' 
Kazlow. ky : 

I want to a ·. ure th • g nll m n 
from Prin ton that f'relghton 
d ms it a privil •g<' and an honor 
to me t in d hat 1· pr s ntativ<•,· 
from a univ ,r ity so st p d in tlw 
tradition and history of our <'<ntn­
try, st ep d in th puritanical prin-
1 s of the for fath rs of this coun­

try . W do nol quit und(>rstand 
how it is that th y should Olll<' 
h r to cl f nd the, young-er ~<•n-
ration. 

Th r is nly liltl pnlnt 
w want to tak on at this 
time, and that is r .lative to their 
int rpretation of th question. We 
caunot und rstand how they can 
com her and insist that wher 
th r is l!f th r is no hop . W 
do not mean ther ts not th 
slightest bit of hope for the young r 
generation. \V<' mean It In a com-

para.tiv nse th n w philosophy 
ompar d to th old, new morals 

com1>ared to th<: Id. That i • th, 
way thi: qu stion mu ·t b dlc!bal d. 
If not unfair, it i • at l a t a littl 
bit unwi e to in ist upon th lit •ral 
int rpr talion of th phra;ing. 

p to thi. point w e hav s en 
Hom thing of th lH ha,•ior and ac­
tiviti s of th > young r g n ra.ti n. 
its d . in•s, div r sions, ondu t. \ 
have r v al d th ' O ial fa.bri or 
th g n ration ag rly awaiting 
( thou gh non too ourl u. ly) lo 
tak th i> placP of yon old : t rn? 
\Vhat kind of fath 1·s and moth rs 
will th y mak '? What kind of busi ­
n ss nwn, what kind of I ad rs? 
From th start, ar th y apt to ar-
1 y on your work a you would lik 
it? W h liev you will r adily ad ­
mit that th outlo k is non too 
bright. ct shall not h my (-'nd avo1· 
to d !iv r my elf of a snarling in­
v tiv against th younger g n ra­
tion. After all it i s my g n .ration 
I must liv with it. Should I b -
om som what crili al, all m a 

p s, imist if you will. I would rath r 
b a p ssimist than an ostri h. 

Th r i s littl diff r •nc in our 
int ,11ig n . Tak , for .. amp! , th 
I aru d g ntl m n fr 111 Prine ton 
and th oth r half of th r ighton 
t am. Tlwir int llig nc is about of 
th sa.m ord r. Th g neral func­
tioning of our minds chang ' s v ry 
littl fr m ~ n ration to g •n ra­
tio11 , C(>nturv lo ntury. But .·om ,_ 
tim s r h •g in to w nd r if th r . is 
not !Wilt (• h)ight on Olli' llH:!lltality . 
But what w ar' int r sled in is 
not m •nlality but morality. , o, w 
find tlw so ·ial fabric <.> Xe dingly 
flim sy, holh lit<>rally and figura­
l i\• l y. 
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On l1 ars a gr at cl al of chat­
t r nowaday about the n w youth 
with its new freedom, new ideal -
and idea . Th re is nothing new 
about 'new youth' but that th y 
ar doing things without xerci ·ing 
the slightest bit ot • Ir r straint. It 
i the am old youth with th 
bridl off. And th man will be 
largely what h mak s of him elf 
in hi youth. A child grows up r -
taining tho e habits that were tol­
erat d in it dul'ing it· period of 
formation. An undisciplin d puppy 
grows up into an undisciplin d dog. 
An untamed colt grow' up into an 
untamed work hor . This so-call d 
new fr edom of youth macks a lit­
ti of th whistl with which a 
Ion ly urchin brav s hi· way 
through a dark all y or a Jon ly 
grav yard. 

Youth' injuriou • us or liquor, 
cantin • of attir , intima y or th 

s x s is a br aking down of 
cient barriers. Human natur 
rt>mai11ed basi ly th sam fol' 
past six thoui-;and y ar . Y t 
ultra modern would ask us to 

that human natur ha!:i ov r-
its inh r nt t nd nci s and 

d ir s. If-styled philo.·oph r.· u e 
the pulpits to pardon, forgiv and 
a tually n ourag • th , pr •vailing 
tend nci s of th young r genera­
tion. Look what it has don ! It has 
mancipat d woman hood! Y s, 

smoking and s x gratification! I[ 
thes ar manclpation th n they 
hav com c nturi s too oon. If w ~ 
hav come to confound licen with 
,mancipation, th n it has ·om too 
soon. 

Th y say youth is rising ln r -
volt a ainst th past, again t prud­
i ·hn s, reti nc , inhibitions. They 
uphold a singl standard for both 
m n and wom n instead of th dou­
hle standard which m ans that both 
1-wx . ar drawn down to th sa.m 
low lev l in ·t ad of I vat d to a 
high r plan. It i· only in h•ll'· 
ledge!' that two wron mak a. 
right. 

To admit th se conditions is to 
admit th hop 1 ssn of th situa-
lion. onvention ha n dlsp ns d 
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with, tradition , ip d out, obliga­
tions di r gard d. Lie n b com s 
our national motto. \Vhat ar you 
old. ters to do b fore the on lau~ht 
of Uti~ young r g n ration·? ,vhat 
are out· child1·en going to do with 
and lo us, th y ask. That a girl 
may b a bad influ nc for h r 
moth r or a boy for hi· father is 
no longer far-fetch d or bizane. 

Th n. taking up th religious 
qu lion. It is not alone that the 
young r g neration do s not know 
what they beli ve on religious and 
spiritual matt r but they have lit­
tle car to decide what they do b -
Ii v . Ther is le. s r sp cl for au­
thority. less s ns of the sup rnat­
ural. vVe live for today and let to-
11101-row go hang. Inertia is th re­
sult of a philosophy of this kind. 

I could go on ind finitely point­
ing out these tend nci s of OU!' n w 
youth. \Yhat we contend at this 
tim<' is that the customs and pro­
c dures of g n rations must not be 
ruthlf> ·~ly swept asid until we have 
something b tt r to r place them . 
Suppos w find something h tt •r 
hefore we cl stroy what thf' lwains 
of thf' ag1.•s have built up . 
Karl Kt· cl r : 

Gentlemen. aft r that I should 
hang my h ad in shame. \V arf' 
sunk. \V hav n ' t a chanc . But w 
ar s •h dul d her , so I guess we 
h tl r go on. As I ros to sp ak I 
found my. If again in n d or , a­
te,· and that r minded me of th 
stot·y told of ... ' bra, ka's nator 
;\;orris. 8 nator onis ask d th 
hairman to supply him with a 

pitcher of wat r and th chairman 
qu riecl, "I don't ·uppos you want 
it to drink·?" "Oh. no," r pli d th 
senator, ·•1 always do a high diving 
act for lh folk -.'' 

.\notl1 •r story parti ularly appli­
cable com•: to my mind, about th 
~hooting of a dog. Two m n m t 
t>aC'h oth r 011 th str t corn 1· and 
th fir.'t man said to th s concl, 
"l shot a dawg today." " Ye did?" 
said the s cond man . "'Vas h 
mad~•· " \Yell," r pli d th first, 
"h wa ·n 'l any too damn pl a ed." 

Our oppon nts would havt> you 
h<'liev that w are going to discuss 
the roung r g n ration as a g •n ra­
tion that i: ·hot. s a 1· pn•i-; nta.­
tive of that youngPr g nerntion, l 
want to ·ay that I'm not any loo 
damn d plea ·ed. 

Th ir cont 11tion lacks a rtain 
i:;ubstan e. W ar fac ~d ,. ith 
prnbl ms. Th prob! n1.· whi h 
us ar diff r nt from th 
whi h faced you. Th whol . <' o­
nomic ·tru ture of th worl<l, the 
r ligious and so ial ·tru tur . i: nat­
urally aff cted. Tho' r dies. , w 
ar, not Irr ligious; our morals, 
tho· not high, we are hop ful, and 
w should b hop ful. 

A good deal of th information 
whi h you ar giv n about th vie s 
of th young r g n ration is untrue 
and is. in a • ns , m rely concoct-

d from th f rtil brain of mtd­
lll -ag d journalist 

J.'irst, I would 
th morals of th ' 
- and I am told I 

tak up bri fly 
old r g neraUon 
had h tter sp ak 

bri fly. II th s tal cannot be 
ju. t pr varication . I am r minded 
of th word of a m llow old ~1is­
souri g ntl man wh n ask d if the 
youth of hi day n ck d . " \ hy, 
bl s your h art, son, that·· a.ll w \ 
ev r did. You us autos and w 
buggi th II J\1 Y kind. Your 
autos ar mor .·pacious and com­
fortabl hut th sup r intelligenc 
of our mod of pow r O\' ream that 
handicap." 

Too many onclusions ar drawn 
from episodes. Th y always start out 
with "I know the ca · of a girl, 
she cam~ fl'om a good family, too 
a11d- " I don't say things lilP that 
don't happ n but I do :ay that th Y 
are xc ption and g >neralizations 
ar dra wu from th s xe ptions 
whkh condemn all of 

I u fact, I r ad th from 
which mo t of that sp ech am . 
and I lik d it very much. You ·an 
alway find a wag and a p ssimisl 
who will t 11 you, ''I r ad in th 
pap r this morning how a co d a11d 
a law tud nt- ·• I[ this is n ' W.' it 
always g ts on th front pag(>s of all 
the e tabulating n w pap rs . It is 
so rar that it is II ws. If it wa.­
common pla<'e, it would not v •11 g t 
in th pap r . 

You h ard thi long sp ch, and it 
wa applaud d- and should hav 
b n. But g ntl m n, v ry man 
her was making m ntal exc pti us 
of his own •hildr n. Ev ry fath r in 
our nation would b doing th samP 
thing aud th r would b ahout 19 

r 20 of th young r g n ration that 
would b exc pt d . 

10\¥' about th morals of th 
young r g n ration. You agrt> that 
it ii:; a fundamental d sire of all 
mankind to mat and b ar off!.,pring. 
\Voman • m • pa1 ticularly fill d for 
thi • joh. l ntil ree nt .: m es it was 
th cu torn , not onfin d lo ~pain, 
to marry. In our fath rs' and grand­
fath r ' and gr at-grandfathers' 
lime it was don . But it is not 
h Ing don . At th aµ;e of H:xt •en 
or .• v nt n it wa.s possihl for a 
young man to go into som lrnsin s8 
or profes;;ion . 

I Th halan of th op ning 
Sl) ·h of Karl Kr d r. s C nd 
speak r· for Prin ton, and the r -
hutta.18 of holh team· will h print­
NI in next w k's i .'!HI . ) 
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