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Chronicles 

The Vindication of 
Jewish Idealism 

BY HERBERT SOLOW 

EVER since the 1926 crisis in 
Pale tine, there ha been increas­
ing di ati faction among Zion­

ists with the achievements and policies 
of the Weizmann Administration of the 
"' orld Zioni t Organization. The Ad­
mini tration attitude towards labor in 
Palestine has been unsatisfactory to 
some, its attitude towards capital has 
displea ed other . From many sides 
has come the complaint that it has 
adopted an over-timid policy towards 
the Mandatory Power. Others, es­
pecially during the last ix months, have 
become critical of the various demarches 
toward a Jewi h Agency, feeling that 
too much was being given up for too 
little in return from the non-Zioni t 
whom the Administration has been 
trying to entice into an Agency. And 
since the Lip ky Administration of the 
Zionist Organization of America had lent 
its unflagging support to Dr. Weizmann, 
it was open to the same criticisms which 
could be made against the World 
Administration. 

Yet none of these considerations of 
broad Zionist policy entered into the 
struggle which reached its climax at the 
Pittsburgh Convention of the Z. 0. A. 
in July, and ended with the reelection 
of Louis Lipsky and his entire Adminis­
tration. It was of cour e difficult for 

the united front of Opposition ( old-time 
Brandei ists, ex-Lip ky men, Hada ah 
women and Revisioni ts) to agree on 
specific points of policy and put forward 
a detailed program. Furthermore, cer­
tain Opposition leader argued, que -
tions of policy had become econdary 
inasmuch as no matter what policy might 
be urged upon and adopted by the 
Z. 0. A., an efficient, trustworthy 
admini tration with a high morale was 
needed to carry it out, and this, they 
unanimously agreed, the Lip ky organi­
zation had ceased to be. In upport of 
this view they charged that the Admini -
tration had been guilty of extravagant 
and wa teful expenditures, commingling 
of fund properly destined for specific 
Palestinian purposes but diverted from 
them, lending Z. 0. A. credit without 
proper authorization, and the creation 
of a Tammany machine designed to 
perpetuate it elf in office. 

A plan of campaign to di lodge Lipsky 
based on such complaint posse sed 
manifold weaknes es. In the fir t place, 
it laid the Opposition open to the charge 
that they had neither intellectual content 
nor principles, but were a mere agglom­
eration of hardheaded legalists endowed 
with no vision beyond a statute book 
or dream beyond a balanced budget. 
Moreover, the fact that a number of 
Opposition leaders were known to be in 
disagreement with Weizmann laid the en­
tire group open to attack on the ground 
that, under cover of the charges against 
Lipsky, they were plotting to overthrow 
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the world leader. Thus they were likely 
to lo e the upport of all who were de­
voted to ,veizmann, without nece arily 
gaining the upport of tho e di ati fled 
on ground of principle with the latter's 
Admini tration. 

Furthermore, since their :fight began 
and ended with a denunciation of the 
competence, reliability and morale of the 
Admini tration group, the Oppo ition 
enabled the latter to relegate the whole 
argument to a purely personal level. 
The Admini tration could stamp the 
Oppo ition as vengeful Brandei i t , 
till ore and unrepentant after their 

def eat of 1921. They could charge that 
these men had done nothing since 1921 
for Zionism, a charge whose validity 
i still open to question and modifica­
tion. With the discussion on such a 
purely per onal level, many who might 
otherwi e have seriously con idered the 
complaints brought forward by the 
Oppo ition were now likely to respond 
to appeals of personal loyalty. 

ADMINISTRATION strategists im­
.tl. mediately showed their awarene s 
of the weakness of the Oppo ition's po i­
tion. They plastered the columns of 
the I\ ew Palestine with denunciations of 
the Oppo ition, and with exhortations 
to loyalty to Lipsky in return for his 
thirty year ' ervice to Zioni m. From 
this it wa an ea y step to identify the 
fate of Lip ky with the future of Zion­
i m. But, going even beyond this, the 
Admini tration pokesmen oon began to 
ugge t that the Lip ky Admini tration 

and Jewi h idealism were one and the 
same thing. Instead of making con­
vincing denial of the Oppo ition' charges 
argument was largely in rhetorical 
terms. 

Morris Rothenberg, Vice-President 
of the Z. 0. A., stated in the New Pales-

tine ( 1ay 11) that the Oppo ition tactics 
were "again t the J ewi h tradition." 
Abraham Goldberg, memb r of the 
Admini trative Committee, phra ed it 
thus in the ame organ (June ) : "Their 
program is to break up the concerted 
effort for the rebuilding of Pale tine-­
segregate it from the whole renascent 
movement, from the rebirth of the Jew­
ish nation. It i a Zioni m without 
soul, a Zioni m with a predominat­
ing element of as imilation." Ger hon 
Agronsky, in the New Pa"lestine of June 
15, divided all Zioni ts into two parts: 
western and eastern, between whom 
there exists an unbridgeable mental gap, 
and damned the we tern a half-hearted, 
disloyal, worthless Zioni t . In an ad­
dress to the Convention it elf, l\Iaurice 
Samuel was later to say: 

You mu t have a the repre ntative of 
Zionism men who are Zioni t not merely by 
conviction but by con truction, men who have 
not reached Zioni m by a method of logic, 
not logical Zioni t , but biological Zioni t , 
men who can be tru ted in tinctively to react 
correctly to any a sault, intended or unin­
tended. upon that form of Judai m which is 
contained in Zioni m and which we con ider 
to be thee ence of Judai m. I ubmit that, 
on the whole, tho e who have kept the Zioni t 
Organization of America intact the e la t 

ven year . . . are the tructural, con titu­
tional and unchangeable Zioni t . . . 

In hort, the Admini tration' main 
line of defen e (a it was more pa ion­
ately put in the Convention lobby and 
caucu room ) was thi : "The Oppo i­
tion have no principles-only charge . 
Be ide , they hate Weizmann. They 
are not East European Jews; they are a 
sort of Goyim. We-Weizmann, Lip­
sky, and you delegates-are instinc­
tive Zionists. Therefore, no matter 
what the Opposition say, they are not 
to be heeded. Biologically speaking, 
the only real Zionists are those who sup• 
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port Lip ky; all others are wrong­
headed, untrustworthy and treacherous. 
We stand for Jewish idealism; they 
stand for Golus corruption." 

WITH the Convention only a few 
weeks off, the Administration had 

as yet offered no concrete or convincing 
refutation of the various Opposition 
charges. Reports of these charges had 
been printed in the American daily press 
as well as in most Jewish journals, and 
the Zionist world was seriously dis­
turbed by them, as well as puzzled by 
the failure of the Administration to offer 
detailed disproof. In view of this dis­
turbance and puzzlement, THE MENO­
RAH JOURNAL offered to provide account­
ants to conduct an investigation into 
the Z. 0. A. books and to publish its 
findings of fact. The off er was accepted 
verbally by Lipsky, only to be turned 
down by his Administrative Committee. 
The Committee was apparently, how­
ever, by this time seriously troubled 
by the circulation of the charges, and 
it now asked Weizmann to appoint 
investigators. Weizmann, who would 
need Lipsky's support in the Actions 
Committee meeting scheduled for July 
19, had already given the Administra­
tion his public blessing. He now ap­
pointed as a committee to investigate 
the charges five Judges-Lazansky, 
Moscowitz, Rosal ky, May and Fi her­
four of whom had been prominent 
U. P. A. officials, and at least one of 
whom was a close friend of Lipsky. 

From such a committee the "realistic" 
might well have expected a complete 
whitewash of the Administration. It 
was, therefore, a genuine surprise when, 
a few days before the Convention, the 
publication of the Judges' report to 
Weizmann substantiated many of the 
charges of the Opposition and even re-

vealed further Administrative lapses. 
The Judge had di covered that Lip ky 
had lent Z. 0. A. credit to a private 
person without authorization; that he 
had without authority endor ed the note 
of a private person that he might obtain 
a loan from the Commodore Corpora­
tion, a lending concern in which several 
Admini tration employees and officers 
were tockholders; that the Admini tra­
tion had delayed for unconscionably long 
periods transferring to the Hebrew 
Univer ity trust funds due it; that Lip­
sky had without authority guaranteed 
on behalf of the Z. 0. A. the indebted­
ness ($185,000) of the American Zion 
Commonwealth; that an Admini tration 
employee had sent to the Zioni t Dis­
tricts of the country a telegram over the 
signature of Louis Lipsky which would 
have the effect of causing wholesale 
misconduct of elections; that while l\Ir. 
Lipsky "asserted that he knew nothing 
about the sending of the telegram,, and 
had later issued a letter correcting the 
impropriety, "he does not, however, 
repudiate the telegram." 

Just before the report was made pub­
lic, and presumably becau e of the un­
favorable impression the Admini tration 
was making on the Judge , Lip ky 
announced his intention not to run again 
for the pre idency of the Z. 0. A. De­
spite this announcement, the Judges' 
report contained, in addition to the 
findings of fact, the recommendation 
"that no one respon ible for the irregu­
larities pointed out should be continued 
as an officer or a member of any Com­
mittee of the Z. 0. A." 

This recommendation, on its face so 
favorable to the Oppo ition, wa , how­
ever, in the end to prove extremely 
costly to their cause. Admini tration 
leaders immediately pointed out that 
Weizmann had asked for facts and not 
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for recommendations. "These Judges 
are just another bunch of Nordic Jews," 
the argument ran. "They are trying to 
dictate to the Convention. The dele­
gates must not submit to such dicta­
tion." As a matter of fact the report 
was made not to the Convention but 
to Weizmann, but this fact was hardly 
to be considered. Undoubtedly the 
Judges' report was properly open to the 
interpretation that it was, in part at 
least, a message, however indirect, to 
the Convention. 

Yet despite the obvious danger of an 
explosive backfire from the report, the 
Opposition leaders were optimistic as 
they arrived in Pittsburgh for the Con­
vention. "The Judges' report," they 
argued, "has driven Lipsky from office. 
It could have been worse, but it is bad 
enough. He will not run." "But if 
he does?" one asked. "We will beat 
him," was the reply. Apparently their 
lawyers' minds could not imagine that 
the Convention would throw out the 
findings of five Judges. 

As for the Administration managers, 
they might have been hoping that the 
Convention would do just that. Never­
theless their morale was patently low. 
The usually inscrutable face of Lipsky 
was tenser, more haggard than ever; 
the usually ebullient Samuel hardly con­
cealed by teria beneath his suave ex­
terior; the usually hearty Weisgal moved 
surreptitiou ly through the hotel lobby. 
The whole Admini tration camp was 
touched with the chill of death. Then 
as the delegates drifted in, the Admin­
istration leaders trotted out their stock 
argument: "The Opposition is Nordic; 
we are Jewish. Let us throw them out!" 
As delegates from all over the country 
responded, avowing their love for Lipsky 
and their hate for the Opposition, the 
atmosphere underwent a sudden change. 

Lipsky perked up, Samuel bounded 
from group to group in anxious excite­
ment, Wei gal found again his bluff con­
fidence. 

IT was already apparent to anyone 
with half an eye that the def eat 

of the Opposition would not be an 
unusually difficult task. Questionable 
election tactics (counting in U. P. A. 
contributors without their con ent a 
Z. 0. A. members in deciding the ap­
portionment of delegates, and sending 
out mi leading in tructions by wire 
and contradicting them by letter) had 
already been tried. Such tactic , plus 
the supremely Tammanyesque trick 
of di franchising a large section of 
Hadassah lest its delegates vote with the 
Opposition, had cut down the Opposi­
tion forces and swollen the Lipsky 
ranks. Now the machine boomed into 
action at the sessions of the Credentials 
Committee. This body refused to go 
behind the returns pre ented it by the 
Elections Board, thereby abdicating 
the major part of its functions, and 
seated the Lipsky delegations in four 
contested and highly uspicious cases. 

Such developments threw the Opposi­
tion into a panic, especially when it was 
learned that the Administration leaders 
were planning to make Lip ky Honorary 
Chairman of the Convention, thus forc­
ing a test of strength at the first ession 
of the Convention. Though Lipsky 
stated that there was no power in the 
world strong enough to make him ac­
cept the po t, a few of the more realis­
tic Opposition leaders were frightened. 
And rightly so. For Lipsky accepted 
the Honorary Chairmanship, though he 
might easily have secured the organiza­
tion of the Convention praesidium on 
traditional lines, which did not include 
such an office at &ll. The Lipsky 
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lieutenants might assure one that the 
delegates had forced the honor on their 
leader; even if that were true, the belief 
per i ted that if they had truly loved 
him they would not have embarras ed 
him by such tactic . 

Thu at the very out et the Oppo i­
tion came face to face with tark defeat. 

o astounded were they by Lipsky' ac­
ceptance of the nomination for the Hon­
orary Chairmanship, that they seemed 
to be thrown into a disorder from which 
they never fully recovered during the 
Convention. Out-maneuvered at the 
very beginning, they reverted to dila­
tory tactics (points of order, reque ts 
for adjournment, demands for roll­
calls). Partly the filibuster was calcu­
lated, for the Opposition were anxious to 
postpone debate until their chief speaker 
should recover his lost voice. But 
partly, one felt, the Oppo ition seemed to 
have lost their head. Lipsky had been 
too canny, what with his refusal to run 
for this and his refusal to run for that. 
They had been too naive. It was a 
strange sight, indeed, to see the reputed 
Nordic Jew , old hands at Golus politics, 
so utterly routed by the supposedly in­
experienced Yiddish intellectuals, who 
now proved them el e ma ters of ward 
politics. 

The filibustering tactics of the next 
few hours erved only to irritate into a 
blind passion tho e who had come to 
stand or fall with Lipsky, and to alienate 
from the Opposition a bare handful who 
might otherwise have been open to con­
viction. It wa under cover of thi irri­
tation that the Administration forces 
put through a rule limiting debate on 
the Administrative Committee report 
(the crucial debate of the Convention) 
to ten minutes per peaker. Later this 
ruling wa ignored, when the Oppo ition 
threatened not to participate in any di -

cu ion unle they be given mor time 
to pre ent their ca e. 

WHEN the d bate finally got under 
way, almo t nobody talked about 

the Ad.mini trative Committ e report, al­
though the vote on it would be in the 
nature of a vote of confidence in th Lip­
sky regime. Mr . Robert zold di -
cu ed the relation of Hada ah to the 
Z. 0. A. Maurice Samuel reha h d in 
complex and elegant language the "I, 
the Jew ver u You Gentiles" argu­
ment. Abraham Goldberg welled with 
pride becau e nobody had been able to 
prove Lip ky a thief. At this point the 
sheep in the Administration ranks rose 
to cheer the good news. 

As a matter of fact, Abraham Tulin 
had been at specific pain publicly to 
deny on a number of occa ions that either 
he or any other Oppositioni t had ever 
thought, said or insinuated that any 
member of the Administration wa guilty 
of dishonesty for personal profit. In the 
debate on the Administrative Commit­
tee report he now made that point clear 
again. His speech, marred a it was by 
occasional tactical blunder (a when 
he said something su piciou ly like 
Jla yomru ha-Goyim), wa neverthele s 
calculated to win attention in a meeting 
swayed by reasonable proce e -not, 
that i , in the Pitt burgh Zioni t Con­
vention. He argued that the five 
Judges were Dr. Weizmann' appointee , 
that they were not Nordic , that they 
included friends of Lip ky and Zioni t 
workers, and that their report (at the 
reque t of Judge l\fack and other Op­
po ition leader ) had been carefully 
phra ed "to do as little harm and as 
much good as po ible" to the Z. 0. A. 
and Zioni m. The Judges have not at­
tempted to dictate to this Convention, 
he said in effect. They have reported to 
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Dr. Weizmann. But can you ignore their 
finding ? 

Insofar as the Administration had any 
public reply to make to that argument, 
it was made by l\1orris Rothenberg. 
His point was simply and lucidly put: 
the Administration has been guilty of 
errors, but those errors are two years 
old; furthermore they are insignificant 
compared to the great work done 
by the Lipsky regime in seven years. 
Are you going to turn us out be­
cause of these ancient and unimportant 
lapses? 

The statement that the incidents were 
all two years old was a bit disingenuous. 
Many delegates must have known 
that a number of the incidents ran down 
into 1928. But most delegates were not 
interested in checking such points. 
Rather they were evolving in their minds 
( with generous guidance from Lipsky 
leaders) the following process of reason­
ing: "The Judges' report means nothing. 
"e have a Judge too, Judge Gustave 
Hartmann, a Jewi h Jew and a good­
hearted man; he runs an orphan asylum. 
Now unser Judge says the conclusions 
don't follow from the findings. Yet the 
Opposition says Lipsky will not run­
dare not run. They also say the report 
is milder than it could have been. 
They mean by this that facts have been 
concealed which would prove Lipsky to 
have been personally dishonest for per-
onal gain. Thi i patently impossible 

becau e Lipsky i a Jewish Jew. There­
fore, the Oppo ition are slanderers who 
must be repudiated. Therefore the 
Judges' report mu t be thrown out, 
Lip ky vindicated, and Zioni t ideali m 
saved from the ordic Jews who do not 
hesitate to sling mud at our great hero 
in order to gain power." 

The acceptance of the Administrative 
Committee report, while it was achieved 

by only eight more votes than needed, 
was, neverthele , conclu ive. At this 
point if the Lip ky lieutenant could 
have had their wi h, they would have 
steam-rollered the Oppo ition without 
further ado and proceeded to the election 
of Lip ky as Pre ident. They were held 
back by one influence: a few important 
Administration delegates ( devoted Zion­
i ts from the provinces with a deep 
affection for their leader) till insisted 
that for the sake of harmony and 
decency Lipsky should not accept 
the presidency, which he had al­
ready specifically renounced. As long 
as these men held out, Lip ky could 
not accept, and the real war-hor es 
of the Admini tration were faced by 
the possible necessity of making conces­
sions to the Opposition or to "public 
opinion." 

AT this moment there appeared to 
ft guide the Convention a pillar of 
cloud out of the We t, in the per on of 
Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, Rabbi of The 
Temple of Cleveland. Rabbi ilver im­
mediately on his arrival began a one­
man personal inve tigation. He ap­
proached one after another the chief 
leaders of the Opposition and asked 
them: "Did Lipsky steal anything?" 
Shortly after Tulin had made hi peech, 
Silver put the que tion to him. Later, 
Silver spoke with Jacob Fishman of the 
New York Morning Journal,. Late that 
night Fi hman reported to a caucus of 
Lipsky delegates that Silver had told 
him that Tulin had said that Lipsky 
would not dare to run for Pre ident be­
cause if he did the Di trict Attorney 
would undertake an examination of the 
Z. 0. A. books. Immediately the Ad­
ministration whip were among the dele­
gates spreading the news. "They are 
landering our leader! Rabbi Abba 
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Hillel Silver has told us! We must 
vindicate him!" 

Now, whether Silver really told such 
a thing to Fishman or not will probably 
never be known. We know only that 
Silver now denies that he gave Fishman 
any such report of Tulin's statement> 
while Fishman insists that he did. Fur­
thermore, after his conversation with 
Tulin, but before the news became pub­
lic, Silver spent some time with Judge 
Mack, Tulin's party leader, without once 
mentioning to Mack that Tulin had 
slandered Lipsky. We also know this, 
that Maurice Samuel says he obtained 
the report from Fishman, received con­
firmation of it from Silver, and then, 
without troubling to question Tulin as 
to its veracity, spread the news among 
the delegates. And this further state­
ment is vouched for by two Opposition 
delegates: that they arranged with Silver 
a meeting between himself and Tulin at 
which they were to discuss together 
what Tulin had really said so that a 
true version might be given to the Con­
vention ... whereupon Dr. Abba Hil­
lel Silver left the hotel- a few minutes 
before the appointment and fully an hour 
before his train left for Cleveland. 

The entire Silver incident had, of 
course, a distinctly unsavory air. Nor 
did the willingness of six Connecticut 
delegates to testify that Tulin had said 
something similar to them seem unusu­
ally impressive. Long ago a Connecti­
cut delegate had said as much, referring 
to a two-months' old speech by Tulin in 
which the latter predicted that the 
"Opposition charges would drive Lipsky 
from public life." While the Adminis­
tration tried to interpret this as a charge 
of criminal dishonesty against Lipsky, 
Tulin explained in quite a different and 
easily credible fashion this and all similar 
statements, including that made at an 

Opposition caucus and later reported in 
the New York Day: they ref erred only 
to the charges eventually considered by 
the Judges, proven before the Judges, 
made public by the Judges, and on the 
basis of which the Judges themselves had 
stamped Lipsky as unfit for further 
office in the Z. 0. A. These, Tulin 
naively believed, would "drive Lipsky 
from public life." 

Certainly Tulin had on more than one 
occasion talked about "maximum and 
minimum" in relation to the Judges' re­
port. Did he mean by this or did he 
mean to insinuate by this that the 
Judges had suppressed facts which, if 
made public, would prove Lipsky a thief? 
Such was the contention of Adminis­
tration leaders and such, apparently, was 
the belief of numberless delegates. 
Tulin, however, constantly attempted to 
explain that he meant no such thing. 
What he claims was in his mind was 
this: that had the Judges been less care­
ful of the good reputation of the Z. 0. A., 
they might have phrased their report in 
a much harsher manner. They might, 
for example, have referred to the way in 
which certain important testimony was 
dragged out of an Administration wit­
ness; they might have mentioned the 
tardiness with which other Administra­
tion men offered material information; 
they might have mentioned the fact 
that Lipsky's admitted motive in en­
dorsing without authority a note for a 
private person (Mrs. Lefkowitz of 
Hadassah) was that she "was in oppo­
sition . . . and it would be a good 
thing . . . to help h r out at this 
juncture";* they might have dis­
closed the fact that a large number of 

• Later Ir. Lip ky modified this admi ion, 
saying he took the action because he thought it was 
hi duty to do so, and in order to encourage better 
relations with Hada sah. 
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private funds given to the Z. 0. A. for 
transfer to Palestine were, at a time 
when the Organization was not solvent, 
temporarily diverted and mixed with 
funds used for general Zionist purposes; 
they might have disclosed the fact that 
between the time of announcement 
of the Judges' hearings and their 
first session, the 19fl8 Z. 0. A. balance 
sheet was changed to give the impression 
that the delayed transference of Uni­
versity trust funds had been made 
good before anyone knew that hearings 
were to be held. And though their 
chief blow (the recommendation that 
Lipsky be dropped from the Z. 0. A.) 
was directed at a vital spot, it might 
have been delivered with less padding 
in the way of apologetic phrases. 

No one could, of course, know for a 
certainty that the Judges had softened 
the blow with a view to preventing any 
damage to public confidence in the 
Z. 0. A. or in the Zionist cause, while 
eliminating those implicated in the dis­
credited practices. Yet it was not en­
tirely preposterous to believe that they 
had done so. Especially might members 
of the Opposition have believed that, 
since they themselves had urged such 
action upon the Judges. Hence it may 
well have been that Tulin meant when 
he talked loosely about "maximum and 
minimum" what he later repeatedly 
said he meant: not that charges of dis­
honesty had been suppressed, but that 
the tenor of language and use of detail 
in the report had been deliberately 
mitigated. In this event, it was clear 
that, for a good lawyer, Tulin had been 
singularly inept in his use of language. 
It was not, however, clear that he had 
been insinuating slanders against Lipsky. 

In the light of such reasoning-which, 
apparently was beyond the competence 
or patience of most delegates-the Silver-

Fishman incident took on an addition­
ally fishy odor, and one could hardly 
avoid the su picion that someone was 
rubbing on the red herring pretty thickly. 
Certainly the Administration leaders 
leaped joyously at their opportunity 
when Fishman reported his conversation 
with Rabbi Silver to them. High rage, 
deep sorrow, threats of violence, vows 
of undying vengeance, affronted inno­
cence-Lipsky and Samuel and \Veisgal 
and Silverman and all the small and 
large Administration hacks played on 
the emotions of the delegates. When the 
Convention assembled on Tuesday for 
its last sessions, it was as clear as the 
nose on your face that Lipsky was to be 
reelected President. The news was out 
that, exhorted by his indignant friends 
who only yesterday had urged him not 
to accept, he would now take the office 
lest his honor become suspect. Once 
again Samuel proclaimed that "the 
Convention was in the hands of the 
delegates, running away from its lead­
ers," apparently forgetful of the fact 
that it was he, among others, who ad­
ministered the stimulant which was 
making it run so fast. 

It was too late now for the Opposition 
to catch up. Judge Mack rose for the 
first time, to make a statement explana­
tory of the position of Tulin and the 
Opposition. It was poetically just, if 
sad, that the leader of the Opposition, 
who had sat in the back benches lest his 
ermine be sullied by parliamentary 
wranglings, should have to rise now in an 
effort to clean up such a filthy mess. He 
read a statement by Tulin denying the 
truth of Silver's statement as reported 
by Fishman. He ventured a gue s as to 
what was behind that statement. (Sil­
ver had not yet given the lie to Fishman; 
he had merely left town.) The Rabbi, 
Mack said, had been "pumped full 
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from the soles of his feet to the crown of 
his head" with red herring juice by Ad­
mini tration leaders on his arrival at the 
Convention. He had then a ked ques­
tion until he heard something which 
sounded to him like what he expected to 
hear, i.e., a charge of personal dishone ty 
for profit again t Lipsky. What he had 
actually heard from Tulin, Judge ~lack 
suggested, were a number of statements 
such as this: "The Attorney-General 
could look into the books of the Com­
modore Trading Company." Now, a 
Rabbi, Judge Mack explained, need not 
know the difference between a District 
Attorney who makes a criminal investi­
gation and an Attorney-General who 
makes a merely formal investigation with 
a view to determining fact. Nor need he 
be over-clear as to how looking into the 
books of the Commodore would be re­
lated to a question of Lipsky's honesty 
in connection with the Z. 0. A. He 
might simply jump to the mystical con­
clusion that he had heard a charge of 
dishonesty for profit. 

All this sounded logical enough, yet 
Judge Mack's explanation seemed to 
drop among the delegates like so many 
words without meaning. There was 
simply nothing to be said in the situa­
tion, nor did the delegates hear Mack, 
however silently they listened. His 
manner of speech was hardly theirs; 
here surely was no leader for the masses; 
whatever faults he had, they were the 
reverse of the demagogue's. 

THE end was now in sight. Already 
a disorderly physical invasion of the 

platform by a gang of shouting Adminis­
tration men (generaled by the Hon. 
Elihu D. Stone and Robert Silverman 
of Boston,and aNew York office hanger­
on who was no delegate but wore a dele­
gate badge), had caused the adjourn-

ment in extreme di order of a e ion at 
which the Peace Committee (a neutral 
body headed by Prof e or l\Iordecai l\I. 
Kaplan) wa trying to pre ent a plan of 
harmony which included the elimina­
tion of Lip ky from the pre idency and 
the Admini trative Committee. Now 
the machine roJled on, ruthle , trium­
phant. Judge William M. Lewi , who 
had served as Chairman during the 
earlier ses ions with decent impartiality, 
gave over the gavel with increa ing fre­
quency to Max Shulman of Chicago. 
The latter was either downright and de­
liberately unfair or else gro ly incom­
petent as a Chairman. Whichever the 
case was, the effect was the same. The 
wings of the platform became more 
crowded than ever with Lipsky lieuten­
ants, Lipsky delegates, and paid workers. 
Lipsky intimates directed the Admini -
tration's tactics from the platform it elf. 
Meyer Weisgal, for example-a paid 
worker and delegate who was on the 
platform without invitation but theoret­
ically in order to supply to the Chairman 
information which he, as Secretary of 
the Z. 0. A., had ready to hand-was 
constantly beside the tribune, and often 
waved his in tructions to the Admini -
tration forces on the floor: "Call for the 
motion," he would shout, and from the 
floor would come the echoing call. 
Wild-eyed delegates pres ed to the front 
of the room, stood on the seat re erved 
for the pres , sat on the steps leading to 
the platform, shouted at speaker , di -
solved into tears at the mention of 
Lipsky's name, hardened into cur es at 
the sight of an Opposition face. 

One consoled oneself by saying that 
these people had passions, convictions, 
individuality. One argued that they 
were superior to the docile delegates at 
a Republican National Convention who, 
stirred for a moment to express such 
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views as they may hold, subside at the 
fishy glance of a shyster Senator into 
ignominious silence. The fact remained 
that if many of the delegates were not 
what Dr. Wise called them-rowdies­
their behavior was too frequently down­
right rowdyish. 

One last piece of business remained: 
the crowding through of an Adminis­
tration slate. The chief officers were 
elected without contest. It was a fore­
gone conclusion that the Lipsky regime 
was to be reinstated, and the Opposition 
saw no use in further protest. Then the 
Nominating Committee brought for­
ward the name of the Hon. Elihu D. 
Stone as Chairman of the National Exec­
utive Committee of the Z. 0. A. That 
gentleman had been the leader of the 
disorderly elements when they inter­
rupted Professor Kaplan's plea for peace 
the night before. It was at his door that 
the death of the Peace Committee plans 
was largely laid. When he was now 
mentioned for honor, there seemed to 
sweep through the Convention a sudden 
nausea. Administration as well as Op­
position ranks filled the hall with booes 
and hisses. It was at this point that 
Dr. Wise, who thus far had given the 
somewhat ludicrous impre sion of a man 
carrying water on both shoulders and 
dissipating all his power in doing so, 
achieved undignified, impolitic and al­
together delightful heights. Cupping 
his hand over his ear, he boomed: 
"There is so much noise here that I 
cannot hear very well. Such an incredi­
ble name seems to me to have been men­
tioned that I ask you to name it again." 
Amid mingled Opposition laughter and 
booes from Lipsky stalwarts, someone 
on the floor nominated Dr. Wi e to op­
pose the Honorable Stone. Taking the 
platform, Dr. Wise informed the Ad­
ministration forces that they might "in 

the heat of pa ion and in the drunken­
ne of triumph" scuttle the Peace Com­
mittee and their plan "which would 
have brought peace with honor." "But," 
he added, "there are limits which even 
you cannot transgre s. I might have 
accepted, I might have been unutterably 
grateful for the nomination to the office 
of Chairman of the Executive Commit­
tee. But after the nomination that ha 
been made by the Committee on omi­
nations, I con ider a nomination of me 
an insult to a Jew and a Zionist." 

But apparently Dr. Wise, like the 
Opposition, was too naive. There were 
no limits which the Convention would 
not transgre s. Professor Mordecai 
Kaplan wa nominated from the floor to 
oppo e Stone. His name wa greeted 
with enthusia m as near unanimou a 
had been seen in the entire three day . 
Thereupon Rabbi Max Heller, the Ad­
mini tration's patriarch, ro e and stated 
to the Convention that Professor Kaplan, 
who had already left for New York, had 
expressed to him "sentiments which 
made it absolutely certain that if we 
elected him, he would decline." He 
added that it was customary, in ca e 
where a refu al seemed probable, not to 
elect a man. Thi latter wa patent 
balderda h; even a Loui iana Rabbi 
mu t have heard of the nomination of 
Governor Lowden by the Republican 
Party in 1924-a nomination con i t­
ently ref used by him and given, after 
final rejection, to General Dawes. It is 
of more than incidental intere t that 
Profe or Kaplan has since stated to the 
writer the following: 

Rabbi Heller had no authority to speak for 
me. I never told Rabbi Heller that I would 
decline office, becau I had never dreamed of 
being nominated to any office. Although 
Rabbi Heller had overheard me saying to 
someone el in a moment of discouragement 
that I did not see how I could get my friends 
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to contribute money to an Admini tration 
which rode rough-shod over the Judges' report, 
I did not say that I would advise my friends 
to withhold their cooperation, but , ven re­
fused an opportunity to so advise them before 
leaving the Convention, when some of my 
friends asked me whether they hou1d accept 
office under the present Administration. 

Rabbi Heller's statement to the Con­
vention, however, went uncontradicted, 
since he said that it was based on a con­
versation with Professor Kaplan him­
self. Now a whispered conference be­
tween Chairman Shulman and a few of 
the war-horses on the platform was fol­
lowed by one more gross and flagrant 
violation of the rights of the Convention. 
Although the only business properly on 
the floor was the election of a Chairman 
of the Executive Committee from among 
those nominated (the Honorable Stone 
had offered to withdraw if Kaplan 
would accept-a disingenuous offer since 
Rabbi Kaplan was at that moment on a 
train between Pittsburgh and New 
York), the ominations Committee 
Chairman astonishingly announced that 
he would take back the names for recon­
sideration. A delegate prote ted against 
such high-handed procedure, and was 
ruled out of order. He appealed from 
the decision of the Chair, and he was told 
that no appeal would be heard.* A few 
minutes later the leaders of the Opposi-

• It is of interest that in this portion of the 
story of the Convention as printed in the ew 
Palestine, of July 13-20, material which might 
throw light on machine tactics has been omitted. 
l\Ir. Weisgal, editor of the ew Palestine, say that 
the official minutes contain no mention of a protest 
and appeal again t the high-handed tactics of the 
Chairman. The fact remain that thi writer was 
present, not fifteen feet removed from the prote t­
ing delegate and the hairman, when the incident 
occurred. Other observer corroborate hi im­
pres ion. It is of further intere t that the same 
is ue of the ew Palestine contain article touched 
by inaccurate reporting of fact. Mr. Wei gal, for 
example, who incited the delegates to disorder by 
his own shouted command from the platform it­
self, says that the disorder "wa the method of 
expre ion that an inarticulate group used to 
repudiate those who rose to flout it will." 

tion and scores of delegate from both 
sides left for New York on the night 
train. No sooner had they departed 
than the name of the Honorable Stone 
was again reported back to the Conven­
tion. Profe or Kaplan was again 
nominated from the floor, and Stone wa 
elected, 136 to 79, out of a po sible vote 
of some 600. There can be little doubt, 
if the booes for tone and the applau e for 
Kaplan at their first nomination are any 
indication, that Professor Kaplan would 
have been overwhelmingly elected. 

NOW the Convention wandered off 
into the night, with a dimini bing 

quorum and an apathetic discus ion of 
formal, unin pired resolutions. Louis 
Lipsky's closing address carried out the 
chief motif of the Convention: he ac­
cused the Opposition of being afflicted 
with Golus morality and, simultaneou ly, 
a lack of American sportsman hip. This 
was hardly a complete explanation of 
what defeated the Opposition. Apart 
from the Opposition's own tactical blun­
ders, the Convention had been under­
laid by habitual devotion to Lip ky on 
the part of large numbers of delegate , 
permeated by a highly consciou notion 
of group solidarity contra Gentiles, and 
dominated by a political machine adept 
in the use of trickery, canards, red her­
rings and railroading. 

The question arises, of cour e, were 
the services of Rabbi Silver and the 
emotional capital he provided e ential 
to the reelection of Lipsky and the 
triumph of the Admini tration? * It is 

• In an article in the Augu t Reflex entitled 
"The ·nrorgettable ·ight," Iaurice 'amuel fail 
to an wer thi qu tion categorically. At fir the 
ay that "there ha been much exaggeration of 

the influence" of the incident, and then goes 
further than ha anyone else toward proving 
that it was decisive, in that it induced certain 
of Lip ky' friend to a k him to run for the 
pre idency. 
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hard to gue just what other rea on 
might have been given for hi acceptance 
of the office he had so irrevocably de­
clined "in the interest of peace and 
harmony." Yet doubtle ome rea on 
could have been found, and per hap the 
Lip ky men are correct today when they 
boa t that, even had not the pillar of 
cloud appeared out of Cleveland, the 
delegates would have thrown out the 
Judges' report, repudiated the Opposi­
tion, and vindicated Jewish ideali m. 

At any rate, the Admini tration tri­
umphed. Their followers went home 
morally uplifted, for they had fought the 

good fight. As for the Oppo ition, de­
feated and embittered, they retired with 
a heightened determination to defeat 
Lip kyi m. To them the Pitt burgh 
Convention wa , apparently, a le on. 
They have reformed their line of battle 
and are planning another as ault all along 
the line. This time principle are prom­
ised a well as charges, no quarter will be 
given, and the fight will be to the death. 

As for the neutral ob erver, he went 
home, too--to re t, and to contemplate 
the lofty ideali m which Zioni m, as 
embodied in the Z. 0. A., has brought 
into the Go) us. 



WHY DO THE HEATHEN RAGE? - PART 

/1 
The above title may require some explanation. Six years 

~ 

ago "Why do the Heathen Rage?" Part atpeared. Some of my 

readers may recall it and the episode connected ith it. It 

was written originally for the Menorah Journal at t he request 

of its editor, Mr. Henry Hurwitz. A series of vicious attacks 

on American Rabbis and Ameri can Judaism had appeared in the 

Journal. To allay the widespread resentment stirred up by 
, 

taie article and as a concession t o those Rabbis who had been 

beguiled into giving financial aid to the Journal, Mr. Hurwitz 

thought it expedient to print a the point 

of view of the Rabbi . He asked me, ~he entreated me, to 

write this reply. I begged off at first but finally consented. 

Mr. Hurwitz was "very glad to received the article, glad even 

after reading it"~ •would make the article the leader in our 

June issue." The galley proofs were later sent to me for 

correction. But in the June issue t he article did not appear, 

nor had Mr. Hurwitz taken the trouble to advise me of the fact. 

When I called upon r• Hurwitz and re uested the return 

of my manuscript he spoke long and confusedly in explanation 

of its suppression. Out of the maze of his pitiful circum­

locution I could understand but one thing• he was afraid that 

my article would discourage the young writers who had been 

d sporting themselves in the columns of the Menorah Journal 

with such Joyous abandon, att eking everyone and everything 



they did not seem to like. 

them ridiculous. 

-2-

article had exposed them and made 

"Why do the Heathen Rage" was 1or course
1
printed that summer 

serially in the Jewish Tribune. r• Hur~itz attempted to intercept 

its publication, but without success. The publication of the 

article and especially the story of its suppression did not do 

the enorah Journal any good. 

Ever since that time the Journal has been "laying for me". 

From time to time I was treated to its chlip and claw and 

poisonous drippings. 

In 1928 Mr. Herbert Solow the "political expert" of the 

Journal, who recently demolished the hole of Zionism with two 

fell swoops, in reporting the Pittsburgh Zionist Convention 

of that year devoted c nsiderable space to the role which he 

believed I played at that Convention - all written of course 

was calculated to put me in the light of a man running away from 

the consequences of his own action. Mr. Solow, after much 

wriggling, was compelled to publish a retraction of that story 

in his own Menorah Journal. 

The Journal hov ever was not discouragud. It lay in ••l•t 

for another chance and its opportunity came with the public-

ation of my recent book "Religion in a Changing World." 

"as through the mediym of literary criticism that the Journal 

wa...-~~~ to pay off an old score. It is a well known device 
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quite common ith a certain type of periodical. 
v· 

At a given signal the flood gates of filth were opened wide 

and through thirteen uddy columns the criticism of my book runs 
-in charge of the e•aeal~ maxima. 

First let me treat the reader to a selection of literary 

characterizations review of my book. "Speaking 

futilely and irrelevantly from his lofty perch .... that kind of 

stuff •.•. don 1 t you risk making an ass of yourself .... that is a 

nice dodge ...• the things you spfouted from the pulpit ..•.. it 

would take more than your intelligence and capacity ..•. will you 

never cease your bromides .... the old middle of the road tolt-sh .•.. 11 

This you must know
1
is cmsidered brilliant r iting by the 

exponents of the new Judaic civilization 

Mr. begins his diatribe by referring to the illustration 

on the cover of my book - the conventional figure of a religious 

moving 

aloud 

of today. pounces on that. "The figure 

is cunningly suggestive of Rabbi Silver." How he arrives 

at his conclusion is rather puzzling, for figures has his 

back turned to the 1'M detective-critic has rare 

gifts of analysis. The figure is tall and has two hands and 1s 

not Rabbi Silver also tall and has he not also two hands? .. ; 

Having established this fatal identity, the critic/ proceeds 

to point out that there are no heads sticking out of the buildings 

and towers the drawing and therefore nobody is paying any 

attention to what the man on the mountain - i.e. Rabbi Silver -
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is saying. gloats over 

forgets however that at least one man to listen
1 

~~-NPt~,ns - Mr. open ears and with rapt vindictive 

He 

' himself - and that the latter utterances of such 

Menorah Journal fill thirteen valuable columns of 4he Joa1n 1 

with a furious rebuttal of what the man on the mountain had to say. 

At least 150 other reviewers also stopped to listen, though not 

being possessed of any obsessive 

recorded their impressions in hundreds of columns of newspapers 

and magazines in a totally different vein. Also a reading public 

of thousands was on hand to call for three editions of the book 

in the first ninety days of its publication - so interested were 

they to discover what "the tall lowly P iest, or shall we call 

him Rabbi had to say.# Not so bad think.-.it the lowly man on the 

mountain, especially wh 

spicuously the cruel un 

recalls how consistently and con­

world has failed to stampede 

the subscription department of the enorah Journal itself whose 

writers never speak "futilely and irrelevantly" and whose 

intelligence and capacity are sufficient for the 

task of social reconstruction. 

t gigantic 

to remind the writer of the book -

i.e. Rabbi Silver - that he is not running "the big show spread 

out in panorama before him". What a disillusionment! And here 

I have been thinking 

the whole show myself 

t¥e time that I was actually managing 

I was personally responsible for 
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everything that as going on in this blissful world. I am a 

sadder and a wiser man today as a r esult of Mr.~t 6el-.111r.1~
1 

startling 

I kno now that I was deluded . It was after all not 

to my voice that Stalin and Mussolini and · acdonald and all 

Stree t have been listening all this hile, but to the powerful 
I 

and commanding voice of the enorah Journal freighted with t he 
\._. 

wisdom of the ages, the rulers of the earth a with reverence 
I 

and trepidation every month (no unfortunately only every two 

and three months 

Here perhaps a word should be said about r• 

scholastic qualifica tions to review my book or any other book, 

f r. Towards the close of my essay on "Science and 

Religion" I state: 

"Startlingly ne ~ discoveries i n r ligion as in art 

are extremely rare and progress in these fields could 

have but a very limited connot tions. Peaks of perfection 

were reached long a go in the r ealm of art, religion and 

philosophy and beyond the peaks one cannot climb ..... 

We can invent a machine today that will run thirty miles 

an hour and tomorrow one that will run sixty, and the 

next day one that will fly in the air instead of running 

on the ground. Such rhopflic1 linear progression in 

technological skill and efficiency is possible in the 

material world, but not in the artistic or spiritual 

world .••• Art and rteligion are very ancient enterprises 

of the human spirit. They h ve their cycles of growth 

and decay, as well as their definite organic limits •••• 
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Little that is rea~ly new can be added to the basic in­

ventory of religion and morality. L1ttle can be added 

to the racial wisdom which crystallized itself through 

the ages in 'Love they neighbor as theyself' or 'Justice 

Justice, shalt though pursue' or 'Ye shall do noun­

righteousness in Judgment' or 'Nat1on shall not lift up 

sword against Nation.tr. 

To which the critic rejoins: "You know well enough that the 

ancientness of these platitudes about justice and peace does 

not make them any less platitudes and I need not remind you that 
' 

looking for 

the civil cocie of Hammulrabi." Not only did the critic fail to 

understand the clear and simple meaning of my statement - it was 

not "ancientness" that I was emphasizing, but the fact tha t certain 

truths once having been adequately formulated cannot be improved 

upon by later ages - but he dragged in a bi 1t of '!learning" to 

adorn his criticism which betrays that he is not only an'~nnocent 

by-stander" but an ignorant one as well. Mr• Me,n1e,e simply never 

read the code of Hammu+rabi, for no where in the 2500 lines of 

inscription is there anything hich in the remotest approximates 

the prophetic utterances referred to in my statement, nor ould 

anyone who was acquainted 1th the code have spoken of it as a 

Bible. The code of Hammulrabi is no less a religious code than 

the Book of the Convenant. In the first hundred lines of the code 

are , and the obverse 

of the block of black diorite upon which the code is inscribed 
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is a representative of King /re~eiving his las from the seated 

sun God Shamash "the Judge of Heaven and Earth". 

So much for r. 

his method of criticism. 

In my first essay on the ole of eligion atttt-~~ nging 

rld, I state that to my mind religion has a fourfold function to 

perform in modern society_ (1) To uphold the spiritual versus the 

material interpretation of the Universe. (2) To safeguard the 

vital and indis1enaable hopes of the human race as long as they 

are not contr erted by surer knowledge and as long as they serve 

the advancing needs of human life. (3) To nurture the spirit of 

hopefulness among men,--for religion alone can proclaim the dogma 

of human progress and the value of human ideals, and (4) to resist 

unintelligent, uninformed change in the re lms of basic human 

relationships, such as the home, marriag , sex standards, etc. 

and to act as a balance wheel when new and unrectified theories 

throw mankind into great intellectual commotion. 

Now one may agree with~~ thes or not. One may be religious 

or not. Religion has had its proponents and opponents since the 

beginning and will continue to have them until the end. But r. 

has a brand new way of answering the arguments of religion. 

The first statement that religion champions the spiritual versus 

the material view of the universe is countered with a dramatic 

outcry, twice repeated lest the full crushing force of it be 

lost on the reader· "What does your God do?" You see, the Menorah 

boys will not permit even God to have a hand in "running the 

show". Short of running the universe God~~.al!!II~~ has nothing 
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to do unless it as the su gest , to atch over fools •... 

My second statement is passed over n silence. The third is 

ans ered by declaring th~t there are who 

are hopeful fello s
1

and the fourth is interpreted as a sop to 

the president of my congregation, who ould be dreafully shocked 

if he discovered that religion favored change. 

essay "The Church and Social Justice" 
" 

and e hurch and orld Peace" that the critic vents 

his bile. The paper "The Church and Social Justice" ..-5!!1 first 

delivered before the National Conference of Social Work in 1926. 

In it I attempted to define the fundamental attitudes of organ­

ization religion tilafl. the problems of social justice. Clearly, 

f 

only the central thes could be stated, not detailed ap lic-

ation to every possible contingency in the economic field. I 

took the position of the economic liberal. This osition is damned 

by r. sh - hen there 

isn't a middle of the road". is the ipse di it of this new 

oracle, the latest addition to the safety-first long-distance 

Bolshev~ romanc in our land. 

But decidedly there is a middle of the road and I choose 

to follow it. Had the critic taken the trouble to read further 

on in my book instead:.taw of stopping when he tnought he had enough 

ammunition for his barrage, he would have come upon a definition 

and a defense of very middle of the road which the economic 

iberal chooses to take: 
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lfThe Liberal here will have a hard road to travel. His 

way must always be the groping way, the way of experiment­

ation, compro~ise and moderation - the accu tomed way of 

progress. He has no simple and appealing formula - no 

pan~cea for all ec ,_.,,nomic ills. Hf s philosophy must always 

be the unheroic philosophy of the half loaf, rather than 

the extremist's philosophy of the whole or bathing. He 

will be damned alike by radical and reactionary .... But 

the liberal 1 s way is nevertheless the sure way of social 

salvation. 11 

would have you believe the author of "Religion 

in a Chang:ing orld" is a defender of the present economic system 

intoto including all of its patent evils. 

the essay: 

According he auote from , 

"The Church must rise above the prevalent economic system. 

It must not attempt in doctrinaire fashion to substitute 

another system for it." 

and he stops dead right there. Evidently he flia not h ve ind 

enough left to go on to the very next sentence" ither should 

it commit itself to the role of defender and apologist of the 

existing system." Priceless isn't it? , , 

Elsewhere in the essat on the nChurch and Social Justice" 

I define the role of the Church in the following terms: 
. 

"It must labor for a social reconstruction which will afford 

all men a better chance of security and hap iness. The church 

must summon its adherents to a close scrutiny of social ills. 

It must stimulate research and in uiry into their possible 
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remedies. It must place the social r ~sponsibility for 

ameliora ting these conditions squarely upon the shoulders 

of its devotees .... It ~ust voice the maximum idealism of 

life, calling f or a condition of society in which man will 

at all times be primary, and the sa tisfaction of his 

legitimate needs superior to profit or the accumulation 

of wealth, in which rewards will be commensurate with service, 

and in which none shall partake of social goods who does 

not contribute to the social weal." 

I inaicate the economic ills with which the Church ought 

to concern itself continuously: 

"Untold millions are starved by poverty and physically and 

spiritually drained by exploitation. Millions of children 

are broken upon the wheels of industry. The burdens of 

our economic order lie heavily upon the shoul ~ers of 

our womanhood. The dread of unemployment, old a e and 

disability hang like a pall over the working classes." 

To me and"my kind" these are not mere "moral magic". They 

point to a definite program of action. Singly -and collettively 

many of us have for years attempted in our given spheres of influence 1 I 
to give concrete expression .. to these ideals. In pursuit of them 

some of us have been branded as agitators and radicals pithets 

quite the opposite of those which r• 

We have championed many a project of advanced social legislation. 

~~ e have fou ght for the minimum wage,for employer compensation, 

for child labor legislation, for old age pensions, for unemploy­

ment insurance, for the right of collective bargaining and 
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against the yellow dog contract and the abuse of the injunction. 

One personal reference here may not be amiss. Ispeak of 

it because it occurred recently. I am sure tha t mADY of my colleagues 
I 

have similar activities to report. The une~ployment insurance 

bill, which was introduced in the last sessiQn of the Uhio State 

Legislature, was drafted in my ovm Temple, by a Committee re resent­

ing all the elements of our community, meeting, under my chair­

manship, regularly for a period of two years and studying in gree t 

detail t he problem of unemployment insurance. I appe red before 

the Legislature Columbus in advocacy of the bill. Like many 

of my colleagues I have championed, during my inistry, many a 

strike in which the interests of Labor were involved/ trikes 

in some of which t1181•=F~~ influential members of my Congregation 

were involved as employers. Some of my friends may recall my 

prolonged controversy with e powerful Chamber of Commerce /j 

Cleveland on the subjec of the open shop and collective bargain-
' 

ing. Recently the "Church anagementn a Christian Religious 

periodical published in Cleveland, in a review of my book declared ' 

"While Christian inisters are debating among themselves whether 

or not it is good st~ategy to speak out in abor disputes, Rabbi 

Silver 

does r. 

and the city listens." To insinuate therefore, as 

that all that tlabbis do in the matter of social 

justice is to "utter romides" is to stand self-accused~ 

ignorance or mendacity or both. 

y essay "The Church and orld Peace" serves r. ~¥iill~ 

an excuse to belabor me and my colleagues on our ~ar records. 

This is a favorite passtime of the Menorah Journal. In the 
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March 1931 issue of the Journal, all the prominent rabbis who 

were active in the War as haplains or as private citi zens are 

M!!!!M~ed out by name and enumerated in a terrifying ne Black 

List - all the rabbis
1 
except those who are on the Boarf s of the 

enorah Journal or who are contributing financial assistance to 

the periodical. These latter are immune and it is the only way 

by which to gain immunity from the scurr lous attacks of this 
I 

Journal. Incidentally, one notices with amazement tha t not one 

conservative rabbi is include~ in this Bl ck 1ist. Were there 

no army Chaplains among them? Have conservative rabbis 
\ 

spared because more 

they are less reli gious as Mr . 

..Jll:m:~e su gests elsewhere? • 

The Rabbis (Heform) are raked over the coals for not having 

been pacifists during the War. One wonders why the cifis 

Menorah itself was silent during the War. The M norah Journal 

was founded in 1915. Why did not this post-.bellum cifis 

ournal have anything to say in its columns about the Vi ar while 

the ar was going on~ hy did it wait thirteen years before it 

fo6nd its voice to speak and then not in contrition and sorrow, 

but in bitter denunication of others who were also caught up in 

the maelstrom of War ent~usiasm1 ,.,_,_,~~ 
, ~ 

t A ( 

Where was the ~ itor-in-Chief of the en~rah Journal, 

Chancellor Hurwitz
1
1n 1917? Was he perhaps a conscientious 

objector languishing in prison for his cifist" views? No1 
gentle reader. Read and eep. 

In October 1917 r• Henry Hurwitz enorah 
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Journal "If for America now~ in common ith the r est of the orl 

the great war is a war for the preservation of democracy, then the 

very life-breath of the Menorah movement is at stake .... The Menorah 

Or , anization is cal led upon - not luke .armly in pl tonic loyalty 

to J a ·1 far away ideal, but for absolute self-preservation,-to enter 

the lists and help in the struggle for human fr Though an 

organization like ours cannot clothe itself in haki and repai~ to 

the firing line - for its broadest service must be of another 

kind - it is worth stating that enorah men individual have 

rallied to the col~rs in large numbers. Even last Spring there 

was hardly a enorah meeting in 

the generous presence of members -haki .... We may be confident 

that whether as officers or in the ranks> enorah men will give the 

account of themselves that is expected of all upstanding American 

outh." ' t-, w 
n the December 1917 issue Mr• Henry Hurwitz actual 

waxes homiletical, 

heatily despises 

those Rabbis who he so 

article is the leading that issue 
f 

and is entitled "The accabaean ~ummons".,,.. n it we are told that 

struggle in which America is now assuming so import­

ant a role,t has an extraordinary parallel in Jewish Hfstory. 

Twenty centuries ago a Wilhelm Ho henzollernf wh~se Greek name was 

Antiochus Epiphanes_..,. attempted to dominate the world and to 

impose his __ over all ptoples. The little Hebrew nation 

alone inspired by attathias and brilliantly led by Judas the 

Hammer, challenged the overwhelming military power. With un­

exampled valor and strategy a small citizen army fought on the 
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hills and fields of Pal estine against the trained legionaires of 

the ancient Prussian ..... So n w by the dream-like romance of history, 
~ A.. 

uritan and Hebrew recross the seas from America to ~urope, at11..-•.• 
to the very scene of the ancient Maccabaean struggle} to s ave 

anew ~ human rights and ideals that the Hebrew ;ro~hets preach 

and the Maccabeaean soldier preserved." 

In speech deliver d before t he quinquennial Convention 

Vl ' i,.,. ..,eu~ , 
of the ·enorah Association held ~nt ec~mbe! . 917 ~nd published /4 

in the enorah Journal, Feb uary 118 r. Hurwitz •••• cd , "We live 
• 

in stirring times. The first duty of the Menorah men is to fi ght, 

fight for the principles for which al l our llies are fighting. 

The Menorah men have not been backward in that. 
wt 

are depleted because the army of Menorah men 
~ 

Maccabaean summons' in the straightest way ." 

It is this self-same . t1urwi t z ;·rh o 

Our ranks today 

answered 'The 

vicari0usly 
I 

t 11rough the n sneers 
7 

at the same attituci1; to the ¥ar 
I 

e now know where Mr. nurwitz was during the War. Where 

was Mr. Felix was eleven years old wuen thetr-S I 
entered the World ar and he was probably doing his bit to help 

win the War by singing the Star Spangled Banner at the head of his 

class in r-•b34c school. 

of Yiddishe for such 

a group to set itself up as judges and critics of other men. 

The Rabbis of 



was genuine and of a hope that proved vain. They did not advocate 
-

of them opposed it. When rar 

was declared they were confronted with a terrible'=tii..., .... 

hat could they do? They were not conscientious objeciors 

duties 

which were required of them to the best of their ability. It is 

the grossest infamy to suggest that "You rabbis whooped up the 

War to end war, with the woest of them and hated your German 

neighbor hard enough to suit any 100 percenter." They did not 

hate their German peighbors 1 hey did not preach hate ~Y hoped1 . 
t.b:at millions of people both here and abroad - the intellectuals 

that the War would be the last 

of orld ars and they r 0 solv Jd to do their utmost in the future 

to help destroy the r machine. F uently during orld 

ies state-~ar I as called upon to to Fe eral 

ments which I made in my whic . were int rpreted by some 

as being pro-German because I refused to give way 

to 

Other had 

1-a:eol:lall=!l~r the World Court 

spreading over the land. 

with ~i? nr 

international peace , 

amicable adjust-

the outla ry of ar and 

disarmament. We ba:ve adyoeatea. :ehe reTi:,ion of V:ar:,i 

~e have oppos ~ilitary training in sc ools ....:a~ are eontinually 
I 

endeavoring to educate our peoplJ into the teal meaning of 
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patriotism and the real cause of 

~'C~~1:t'i on. 

For my peace activities l have been hono ed by the D.A.R. 

by being placed on -a .. ~~ Black List even as the enorah Journal 

has placed me on its hck List for my participation in the ar. 

ce 

The question then remains, "Why do the Heathen Rage?" The 
\ ,f 

answer is~what else could they do? 

to b9come a movement enor h has now become 

a scandal sheet. 

August 20th, 1931. 
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8ept. 17th, 1931. 

Dear He!"lr Hurwitz: 

You h,ve now told me in detail wat t new editorial 
policy is th t ou pl·1n to institute with the next issue of the 
Journal, the newpolic ic is so completely to alter the s~irit 
and the content of the Journal as to constitute, in our on 
ords, new epoch in the J ournal's life. In brief, t e ne 

policy aI!lounts to this: before, the J ournal aimed to print that 
was good; now, it will print ·hat is sate.. The reason: "The Organization 
must be saved at all costs. 11 

Sin~e. as you very well kno, the new policy violates 
every principle I hold as to what constitutes decent and effective 
journalism. I ca~~ot possibly take an responsioilit for the ne direction 
of the Journal. 

I therefore resign herew· th as .. anaging Edi tor of the Journal, 
to take effect immediately. 

( his is, of course, no surprise to you; you, yourself, even 
before ~,ou told me what the ~ewpolicy was, stated our belief that, knowing 
me, you did not feel tm.t I ,·ould wish to continue in any res!)onsible position 
on the Journ l under ·t.) 

.'a-:i' I rept:at, hat I tried to ma' e clear in our conversa.t ion, 
that m action is prompted by no sli_ht or p .. r • al difference with ou; my present 
disagreeeent with you is fundamental, thoro· ·heoing a--id complete. 

In the past, ,.or a_l t e wide isparity et :ee!'l 'Ourself a!ld rr e 
in opinions, attitudes and belief, there was s· ficient qgreement between s 
as to the basic aims o the Jo n to r:.ake it poss iole for s to ,·.ork tovether. 
Yo sh ed with me certain fun ar:1ental views as to the present state of Je isb 
life, nd as to hat , in the premises, am gazi e should. set o t to do. _be 
orga..."1.ized Jewish life, we agreed, vas °I:> a."1 decent sta.1d.ard chaotic, f--.itile 
and sterile. Its lea ers .. ip was ill-in ... "ormed a. d. inept; its i r eolo arch'1ic and 

on1used; its activities ah brid oi atavistic routine nd p erile i . itativeness; 
its culture aoysm 1. It had lost all real se. se of the p..:.st, and it promised 
no future. Of course, no magazine, however excellent we a reed, could remake 
Jewish life - o t good Je ish magazine might h ve certain influence. Let 
it avoid all,.. tempts at panaceas, abstract pro ., amizing, ingenious organizational 
schemes; it woul~ be doing its job well if it cold 01fer erican Jewry two simpl~ 
but hig· 1 necessary, thins. _irst, self-insi~ht: b making availa le true 
knowledge of the actual state of Jewish life thro ~h accurate, realistic, fact 1 
descriptions of the Jewish scene. Second, ·the beginning of a search for a sound 
rationale of Jewish life: by an unsparing analysis of all Cllrrent idea.ls and 
"values" offered oy the various established sects, parties, movements and groups 
in Jewish life, a.~d also of whatever new slogans might from time to ti~e ppear. 

In rief', the enorah Journal would tr to approach Jewish life 
in t'e spirit of free, untr 1eled inquiry, to ri g to bear on Jewish problems 
a ll the resources of knowledge, tho ht a.~d ima ination that it could stimul te 
nu m ~ter, it' ou extern 1 limitations of tradition, speci 1 interest, 

"public polic II or a.."ly of tne other checks that persons nd institutions ·n 
~uthority ".lSe to protect the .selves. The Journal ould strive tom intain a 
free field for t·e modern spirit in Jewisn life: t encolP.: e an 0~1 e vaila ln 
the best possi le l ritin"' on thL -s of Jewish interest, i ... out fe r or f vor, 
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to use your own ?hrase ; the Journal would be the rallying ground for fresh 
forces, fresh ideas, f resh vitality in Jewish li ·e. _he only sta:idards 
of merit to be applied were to be intrinsic and primary - the logic, 
consistency, accuracy, reality, clarity, ori~in·ility, etc. etc. of the 
work itself; there were to be no secondary considerations. 

~his editorial policy of the Journal was a q ite different 
policy from tnat of the Journal's earlier years. lot that 
verbal formulations of the aims of the Journal had changed; it 
was rather that for the first time a serious attempt was made to 
eive then content, to implement them, to carr therr out concretely. 
:hey had been II ideals" now they eca.:ie active processes. "E.igh­
thinking" a..'1.d noble phrase-making gave way to realistic study of 
the actual contemporary life; resounding leaders voicing lofty 
aspirat ion and racial self-gratulation disappeared in favor of 
sharp, unsentimental inventory of Jews as they were. Of course, 
the magazine was by no means everything it might have been; it 
ma.de mistakes; its achievement was not always first-rate; and 
there was no time when it was not ha.ndica~ped by limited and uncertain 
fina.~cial resources. And there were serious internal difficulties. 
:·'hile there was complete accord L~ theory between the Edi tor 
and the .:anaging Editor on the polic of the magazine , i:i practice, 
in the appli~ation oft e theory to act"'.lal cases , there was frequent 
friction , often violent disagreement. To the Janaging Editor , it seemed as 
if the Edi tor often found his attachment to the policy of the Journal a yoke 
rather than a happy marriage; and felt the ecessity of an occasional 
infidelity to ease a burde~some strain. At an rate, there were many 
lapses on the part of the Zditor to be deplored and fought: efforts to 
soften the i 1t:pact of reality in .:na.nuscripts by insistence on "detachment," 
"neutrality, 11 11 Good taste;" messianic moods, in which the l enorah !:ovement 
beca~e the Jew's sole path to salvation and the Journal the predestined 
organ of prophetic utterance; fli6hts into purely verbal solutions of 
difficult problems, a predilection for rhetoric rather than analysis; a 
frequent sq eamish.ness in t e face of unpleasa.'1.t facts; an attitude of 
carpi:1g ~ensoriousness to prospective writers for the Jour!lal whose work 
1ight have troublesome reperc ssions; efforts to use the concept"open forum" 
not to mean, as we had a.gree~,hospitality to all articles, of whatever 
point of view, so long as they met the literary standards of the Journal, 
but as~ pretext to smuggle i articles that i~ no degree met our editorial 
requirements, and \tose only possible reason for publication ~ ould have been to 
please or placate 11 substa:itial elerents; 11 finall i • the most serious of all -
willingness on numbers of occasions to defer to unreasonable derands of Jewish 
officials and f-.mctionaries , and to truckle to the f~na.ncial supporters of the 
.. ~enorah Association. Of course, it is clear that many of these lapses on your 
part were -but reflections of responses to, pressure from individuals and 
inst.it tions who found their interests menaced by the independent policy of the 
Journal. And since, unhappily, the Board of '!'he .fe~ orah Association included 
is quota of conservative, institionally-minded professional Je ish leaders 
(not to speak of their intimates and dependents) pressure was often exerted in 
aver positive. direct wa. And there was always t fact, continuously menacing, 
a_-rid o~ninous for the future - that many of the illlportant a."ld influential supporters 
of '!'he !'enorah ssociation were f ra.,u:l unfriendly to t e policy of the Journal, 
some quite opposed to rnaint ining a magazine at all, o. any kind. 



3 

_evert eless, despite, diffic·lties and hostilities 
~ d dissensions, the Jo..i.rnal carried on; d ~arried on , o~ the 
whol~ , I believe , in ac~ordance wit its avowed polic . ov: F.o od 
or how useful a rn gazine it uas under t. t polic it is , of co se, 
not for me to j e. B· t I elieve that the m~_azine ouilt a 
rep~tation for itself, that it made val,.ia.ble contrib tions to, ard 
.the better lclowledge and understa!ding of Jewisl life, a..~d I believe 
th, tit cl rified iss es and m~de nt least a goo egi. ing 
toward the discover, of that ration1le of Jewish life it so ght , 
(If it never found the cooplete cure for the ills of Je ish life, 
it did expose much qllac:cer-, ana. ever .. month it ,as pointing ,ore 

~d more clear y to tne direction nere sound reedicine i~ht be Io .) 
u, u.."'l eniaoly, the Jo rnal ;1.,~ er the new polic ro ~ht to Jewish 

life a new group of writers of' c pacit , devotion d extraordinar pror.iise. 

B t all this, ou no·, tell m , st be c1 ged. "To 
continue the poli y of the Journal wo ld be suicidal. 11 The Journal 
m st "pull in its horns; 11 i has "off ended a."'ld alienated too m ey 
of its friends; 1 it must enceforth purS'.le a more 11 practic 1 11 

course. It has been 11 destr'.lctive; 11 it m st no,· come"constructive. 11 

It • ill :10 lo c-er tear do n, 11 slash at things, 11 co:ide,.m, \;riticise; I t e 
it, it will applaud, cocfort, vie ith hope a."'ld atisfaction and 
console. o more articles likel tom ke ene ies, more articles of a 
l.:haracter likely to attract 11 substa."1tial le ents; 11 no more 11 radic lism; 11 

no critical alysis of instit tio:is (arti'l son institutions iill 
in th f11ture be s b:nitted in advance to o f" ials of these i:istit tions 
for tnt::ir approv 1 and, in order to ~ounter ct an possible harm, 

eaucrats a"'ld t eir press agents are to fi d the pages of the Journal 
ope. to them to w1 ite whatever the mai ·sh in rebuttal, free of all 
editorials TQti or 1 itation, in the same issue as the non-official 

ticle.,· no 'lore realistic, 11 lewd, 11 or 'epressin_ fiction; . ore laud tory 
book reviews; no more satire; a greater emph.~sis o:i historical 
( ticles a-:id purel 11 cul tural" ess~s ( in this ,;a voidi:ig the 
.riction t , t discussion of current social pro lems te-:ids to gener te 
a ~eneral loweri. of standards whe. dvisaule or -:iecessary, in 
order hat la en,. rab is, etc . 11 rtho c nnot ee expected to pro ..... ce l ork 
of the qJ.ality o riters, shall -:iot oe excl ded fr m appe ra.."'lce 
~nth Journal, in a wor , the s~bstit.ition of i.. ' l en e for merit 
as a criterion for p~ lication. In slort, the Jollrnal will g est no 
more - you saJ you are tired of searcninP-, of eX_!)e i-..ienting, of intellect~al 

ve-:it·.1ring - the Jo rnal will se t. t2.e down to be the ept ta by-cat on the 
hearthstone of the official Je ish co ity, and purr for a livL~g. 

In our o·n ords to me , 11 -he Jo nal, s ., ou kno it, 
is ' ead. 11 

Yo e q~ite matter-of-fact a ut it; q ite reconciled. 
But there i 11 be ma.."ly who will re et the passing of the Journal they 
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kne mu.ch oore thru ·ou seem to; there will be many , too 
11rho ~ ill think it an amazing high-ha..11ded:less that ou oul d. 
have tru :1 avi action. so drastic without , iscuseion or consultation 
with a! of our ssociates - ~our ~e~ision, ou sa• , was □~de 
q i te on our own; i thout talkin6 to Oko, to .,ol son or to the 
.!.a.."laging Edi tor; or to Herbert Solow, or Irwin d!nan , or ·, 'aldo 
.. rank, or l!arvin Lowe:ithal of the Board of O!ltriouting Editors; 
or to the writers - whom the Journal has alweys considered, and 
asked them to consider themse 1 ves, associates. How, ma.'ty wi 11 
~onder, does one man in any avowedly cooperative enterprise take 
to hunself the right to destroy at one stroke hat many men working 
together have built? !'hey wil 1 onder, as I do , how you could 
bri:1g yourself to so great a betrayal of everything decent and 
good that the Journal has oeen or has become - so complete and 
callous a dissipatio:1 of the store of intellect al and e.owional and 
r ... oral ener a: achieve!'!le:1t orou;ht to the J o.irn 1 t:irou_:h many 
years of en ho saw in it a fit - and tr st\':orthy - repository 
.or the est they had to give to Jewish life. 

Yo Ca!lnot plead t . t the fina~cial crisis in which 
the J0urnal fin ds itself left you no other alter.1at ive. ·_her e is 
one simple alternative that other r.1en in your ::,osition h!lVe 
fou.."ld t be courage to t ruce. One ca ... ad.rnit defe t, re-affir•:. the 
aith, and close p shop. There have been other , gazines of 

hi gh aim a:1d first-rate achievement th .. 'a'. e to d~ hen they 
cold no l onger carr on. I have not~ ard t nat the even 
~onsidered the possibility of s".lrvivin ~ ·y chuc~i:1. their chara~ter 
nd making themselves over into , omen's Home Companions, Literary 

Digests, and .c il1-: • ns. ~he died and their death ·1as honoraole; 
tneir work is respectfully re r:iea:bered. _he so~ iety of our a.a· 
ein_ ~hat it is. the Je ·sh o .unity einu 1at it is , and the 

times being ·,· t they are, maybe the nour nad strucK for The 
fonorah Journal to 30 do·. . ell , it old have gone do . d 
perbapa its naz:ie, too, would have re :iained for a lessing. 

Instead 

I can ot believe t:at ou mean seriousl ihat •o told 
me, that you do not intend to annJunce the new policy of the Journal, 
but will proceed as if no change has ta.Ken place . I do not think 
;ou rec paole of this indecency. 

~inc erely yours, 

(signed) 2lliot ~- Cohen 



r. Herbert 
enor Jourri , 

63 ifth Ave., 
e York, • Y. 

e r. Solow:-

issue of The ! nor 

t. 17th, 192 . 

1th interest your rticle in the September 
Journ 1, Th 1nd1o tion of Je 1 h I e is• in 

hioh ou give 
Convention. 

r n of ht took pl oe t th 1 bur h Zionist 

You devote consider ble sp e to the role which you 
believe I pl yed t th t Convention. I do not ish to comment in det 11 
upon th t p rt of your rt1cle ioh r fer to me. It is of c ure full 
of is-et tements d mis-interpret· tions. H · out ken t e trouble 
in verifyin th report c nc rnin me by itin to e p~ior to th 
public tion of y ur rtiole, ich ou decl re t t au too i the c ae 
of th report r 1 tiru to P o . pl ou 1 t h v p r p ~ t ined 

other version oft e hol fir. 

, ho ev r, in yo rtiole to 
hioh I must t trenu.o ob ot1o 1 n outri t f • l eho d 
nd one c lcul. top the runnin y rom the 

con equenoea o o 265) Thi furt er t ' t -
ment 1 vouched f by t t t t y rr · n 1th 
Silver tin tee 1c they ere to discuss 
to ther t Tulin h · d true version mi t be 1 ven 
to the nvention ... he 1lver left the h tel -
fe inute before t n ho r before hi tr in left 
or Clevel d . 

0 e ever rr n ed p int-
ment it Tul.1n or th h h ie not B up 11 
ni ht 1n yr 

' 
V ited by q111te n 0 ell both 

of th 1n1 tr Op osition oroes n left t e otel in 
time to et b c toh tr in in order to rrive in Cl vel 
t o ff1c1 te t 1 o ne y e . rs. 

I ul ever r teful t you 1 you oul 
kno t h es of t h o osition el te ho ere your in o 
If you h uld ever oo to o e • bit better, you 11 1 rn th t 

not in the h · bit of runnin • y from unple s nt it tions. 

It mi 
b ok Tulin's ot ' tem nt f ro 

a ocur tely c.. s I coul 
to me. 

t 1 
the 
orm 

int r st you t kno th t I di not hold 
os1t1on but th t I in re t et 11 nd 
r. oob H • s of ht Tulin h d s id 

I rit1n you this not in the hope th t you 111 
m e correction in your m zine, for th e itore o The enor ' Journ l 
seem to be nxious to 1 press th orl 1th their omniscience n in-
f 111b111ty,but only th t you m' y kno th t you h ve bro do st f 1 e 
st te ent bout fello Je ithout t in the trouble to cheo up on it. 

V ry sincerely, 

/I 



y e r r. 

/I 

. ei 
ve., 
• • 

1 

1 

1, 

1:-

. 1 th, 1 • 6 . 

1 b 1n eat r 

ry 

r 1t 
ole 

h 
the 

r , I 

C r 1 o r , 



OP'FICE OP' THE EDITOR 

The New Palestine 
Official Organ of the 

ZIONIST ORGANIZATION OF AMERICA 

111 Fifth Avenue, New York 

Telephone Algonquin 3600 

September 21, 192 

Rabbi .A.bba Bill el Silver 
The Temple 
East 105th Street at jnsel Road 
Cleveland, Ohio 

My dear Rabbi Silver: 

We have no 1 en i n of making comments in 
The New Palestine on r. Solow•• article in the Menorah 
Journal. His artic e is as vile a th editing of the 
Menorah Journal 1s disreputable - am that according 
to the vote of th .lu.thors' League of .America. We shall, 
of course, publish your letter in The New Palestine. 

I regret very nmch thet you did not send us 
originally a copy of your New Year's message which you 
sent to the Israelite. Now, that it is already published, 
the best I can do is to qu.ote only that part of it which 
is of direct interest to us. Why don't you put us on the 
mailing list and send us all the stuff that goes out from 
your office and I will then be able to choose what is of 
interest to us. It will be very helpful. 

With kindest regards and best wishes for a happy 
New Year, I am 

Very sincerely yours, 

'W:BS 



eptember 2 -

DR. ~L\ ER T IL LIE 
To tlu Editor of THE EW P1\L TI • : 

I n t n ther it i your in-
tention tc, n th rticle of 

fr.Herb rt olo la ti Tilt' 
i\ ourn uld h li ·e 
th d I h I a d to 
Mr. Herbert e printed in the 
column of TH LE TI 

r our , etc., 

Ann HILL L 1Lv R 

l yeJand eptember 1 th. 

''", 
fenorah Journal, 
3 Fifth 

ad w· • re t your articl in th 
mber i The Menorah Journal, 

e nd of Je • Ideali m" 
hi y ·our ion f ~ ha 
p e itt bur ioni t Con-

You devot con id J)e to th 
role wbi h • u belie pl at that 

nvention. I do not h t ment in 
detail upon that part of rticlc 
, ·hi h r fer t me. It i. o full 
of mi - tatement and mi -in tion . 
Had you taken the ame trouble in veri-
f ·in the r n erni m it-
in to me p he pu ti ur 
arti le ·hi de lar a ·o ok 
in the ca rep 
Prof. Kapla h h p 
rained anot ion of the 
fair. 

re i. nt h 
mu 
it L 
ulate 

a man runn1 • 
h n of hi own 
t C 265 I • 

m d n 
t 

ulin 

' ·hat Tulin had r true 
r ion might be tion 

... wher ii ·er 
I ft th hot the 
appointm nt hi 
train I ft for ev . ' 

ting ·a ,. r arran ed 
Jpointm nt ith Tulin or 

, ·ith an • th an whi ·h I di no k ep. 
I wa up all night in my ro m at th 
hot I, ·a • • b • • her of 

th o Admi nd the 
ion and 

time to rea ch m • 
train in or arr and to 

ffi ia a ral m m-
ber . 

I ,·oul b rateful 
·ould I t m the nam 

OU if OU 

of th t o 

ho 
uld r me 

nc \ • >it _:ou I n 
I . m runni a 
fr m . 

It < u to kno • hat 
I did not ho lin • ta tern nt 
fr m on but that I in gr at 
d ail ur tel • a I oulcl in-
form, Dellaa of , ·hat ulin 
had 

[ , m ·riting you thi no in he h pe 
that ·ou ·ill mak n in ·otJr 

magazin the o lf enorah 
J our11al t a imp re 
the , ·orl th o in-
fallibilit • nly tha 
that y u . oadca t 
abou a J e\ • , ·ithout 
trouble t 

in ·er ly, 

ne lln. EL ILV ·R 

ptember 17th. 



Among Our 
Cont ri bulo rs THE RAH JO R L 

63 I JF H UE 

Rabbi bba Hillel Silver , 
The Temple , 

•• E\ YORK CIT Y 

Cab Addru, "ME ORAi/' 

September 26 , 1928 

Eqst 105th treet at Ansel 
Cleveland , Ohio . 

oad , 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

I do not doubt thAt if I had asked 
everyone concerned to give me his opinion about ev­
ery detail of what occurred t the ittsburgh Conven­
tion, I might have obtained another , or twenty other, 
versions of hat occurred . I did what any reporter 
must do in a situation of that kind : relied on my ovm 
knowledge and observation as frequently as I could, 
and supplememted those with what I considered fairly 
trustworthy information. 

You say that r have made a number of 
misstatements and mi s interpret tions with regard to 
your ac~ions at Pittsburgh . Since you do not speci-
fy , except in two cases , v,hat these are , I can discuss 
only these with you. I hall do so , making no pre­
tense to omniscience , and The enor h Journal will glad­
ly undertake to publish your denial if you will notify 
me that you wish it to do so • 

. I had th~ statement , the truth of which 
you deny, from a delegate to the Convention who spoke 
on behalf of himself and another delegate . Furthermore, 
a third delegate who , I had reason to believe , was both 
informed and trustworthy , substantiated in some part the 
statement made to me by deleg te number one . I have no 
no ay of settling the issue of veracity between y)urself 
and my source of inform·1tion. 

I don't think it would be proper for me to 
give you t e n~me of anv- but the delegate who told me the 
full story . Th3t per on was 1.r . Johan J . Smertenko . 

2. ith regard to what you say about your con­
versation ith '1r . Den as ~ there seems to be a difference 
of opinion between yo rself and dr . De Has as to what ac ­
tually occurred . I spoke to ir. De Haas a few days ago , 
and he told me that wtile you did mention the st tement 
ttributed to Ir . Tulin in discussion with him ( ir . De as) , 



Rabbi. bba Hi llel Silver ...,eptember 26 , 1928 

you did not discuss it it him in any et~il . I e 
is ~lso of the opinion that you did not nention it 
to him until 1fter the ministrntion knew of it . 

You s~y that should I ev r come to 
kno, you better, I would learn th t you ~re not in 
the hnbit of runnine w~y from unpleasant siturtions . 
I hope I did not sug est th"t you h9d such a hf.lbit , 
qnd: ould be gl~d to know you better . ~hen ou 
com 0 to ew York, would you take lunch with me so 
that we CJUld di s cuss these matters in detail? 

incerely yours, 

erbert Solow 



r. Herbert olow, 
'enor Journ l, 
63 1fth ve., 

ew York, . Y. 

y er r. olo :-

t. 27th ,192 ~ 

e it o o o 1 de reoeipt o your 
letter of et. 26th. r ret to s y th· tit i pr a ea 
one 1th oonsi er ble • owit of v eiv nesa. In the 
first pl oe ou do ot xpl in y you too th troubl 
to oon ult Dr. pl on tter biol di not concern 
vit ly the honor eith r of . pl or of Dr. eller 
nd di not t ke t he trouble t o con ult me in tt r 
hioh you re rd ah vin been of uo 1 port oe a to 
ter ine to l r ~ee th outoo e oft e Convention . 

Your en r 11z tion in the irst pr h oe ot eet 
the iss\19 sq ely. 

ful t o yo n e th 
n' e of r. Joh erten o. I itt n to 
him. ou t te n r, 1n your t t your t te-
m nt oono rnin vouched by t oeition el tee. 
You o not ive n of t e e. In your 
letter you in 1o e · t third h ve 
re to b 11eve w both in or y, n d 

ti ted in rt the t ou y 
~e en ber one. u do not 1 o t 1s 
er on either. 

1th re rs to my oonver tion it H a, 
l · to kno tb· t r. a reme bers t t a one 

Tulin's et t ent to hi. I iscu sed it r. H s 
Tulin' t t en 1 te in the fternoon even prior to y 
me t1on1n h · n. You y your elf, 1 your 
rtiole "th t r. 1 h n report d to 

uous of L tee th 1lver h d tol h1m, to~ 
th . t r. ent, t t 1 not mention it 

to him unt1 ini tr tion n o it, 1 cl rly 
le. 

I eh 11 b pl aed to en you oopy of r. 
erten o• r ply. 

1th in et re rd, er it tor 1n 
V r incer ly your, 

H /I 



continued ...... r. Herbert ~010. 
e 2. 

P. S. 
I shoul of course ppreo1 te very · uoh if 

you ould publish y letter in the enor Journ . 
Ins uoh ~a your entire O' s r eta on th st · te ent 
hioh you eol · re ere m e to you by r. mertenko, 

oul ~ e est th t hi t tem nt hen · n if reoe1ved, 
be printed to th r 1th mine. 



et. 27th,192 • 

r. Job n J. mertenko, 
. . . 4, 

B lston Spa, . Y. 

y de·r ' r. mertenko:-

r. Herbert olow in hi tiole, "J.he Vindio -
tion of Jewish de ism" hioh ·ppe red in th eptember 
1 ue of t 1e e or h Journ l e thi t te .. ent h1oh re-
flected upon my inte r1ty: Thi urther t te ent 1 vouched 
for by to Oppo ition ~ele • tea, t ' t they ed 1th 
ilver meeting b teen him elf nd Tulin t hich they ere 

to iscuse to~ether ht Tulin h r lly e 1d, so th t 
true ver ion mi ·ht be 1ven to the Convention ...• hereupon 
r. bb Hillel ilver left th hotel - e inutea efore 

th ppointment nd ully n hour b ore hi tr in left for 
Clevel nd. 11 

This t te ent oont !ned uc · n outr1 ht flee­
hood th t I e prompted to rite to r. olo requested 
him to let e k:no then es of the to Oppo ition deleg ·tea 

o ~~ve him the info tion. ornin I received 
reply fr m r. Solow. He t · .t s: "I don't think 1 t ould be 
proper or m to ·ive you th n of ny but th dele ~te 
ho ve e th ull tory. Th per on as r. oh J. 
m rtenko." 

I h d t e pl ure of meetin you few y ra 
o, of entert 1n1n, you t th 1 ple n of pre entin you 

to r. Temple 1enoe. Ion not im• ine th· t you ould invent 
tory suoh s this involvin t onor of , ello Je • 

I ould ppreo1 te h rin from you in thi tter. 

/I 

to re in 

ry inc rely yours, 



(Exhibit A) 
(copy) 

pt . 27th,192 . 

r. oh n J. rten o, 
4, 

ton Sp , • Y. 

t rtic , 
t1on of int r 
1 ue o st te n ich re-
flected upo rity: urt r st te ent is vo ohe 
fo by t eleg ht they · rr n ed 1th 
Sil en him n Tulin t hich they ere 
t o t t Tulin h e lly id, so th t 
tru n iv tot o v ntion.... reu on 
r. 1 r left th tel - f minutes before 

th ent ully n hour fore his tr in 1 t for 
Clev " 

Th n outr1 ht 1 e-
hoo th t I 0 r n te 
him to let 0 sition te 

0 ve hi Ir oei 
reply fro 0 t hin 1 be 
pro r for 1 t th e 

ho V m • T r . J • 
erten o . .. 

ure e you rs 
r o, of nter u 0 p ent you 
to mple I t n you oul invent 

story such nvolvin the hono 0 fello Je • 
I ould ,prec rin fr you i nt is tter . 

1 h inde t re · rd, per it me to re in 

r incer ly ours, 

I 
(signed) Abba Hil l el Silver 



(Exhibit B) 

v de--,r bbi 11 r, 

J. 
0 
ton 

(co y) 

erten o 
C dy Hill 

e or. 

orton . t. 
York, 10/2/2$ 

V not r epte b r nor nor r ny copy of 
th m' 1 fr ye·r so th t I · ve not the teat infor t1on 
st nner in ch it v ic -- tes J w1 h 11 . I do r 

o l n "" eho a oopy o . le t h· h 
prep re . I 1t no rt rly ing 

1ther in it its untruth rn !t to ithout 
co® nt. z • loo n it 1 t 1n 
quote " e t tion you . 

0 

fte 

I 
e n 

C iv 
t ri uted t 

n t t 
red int lob 

f oun ee 
you, roe d r 
to h·ve re , 
ere ~11e h e d 
et n ·b olute d i o t 
t te ent it s lie.d 

reooun 
h 
I 

ply to 
to 
it-

used 

t 

in 
ered 

1 -
-- th 
room nd 

ie 
d 1m 
to 

u orted 
s you 
ficiently to 

e e fee um e uch 

Th e f·ot .e , e public to e 11 n 1 cro . 
The dem nded t h· t e brin bout publ 1c m et inp; t een you • n 
ulin . Th reupon I c lled you up t yourmom -- it ·s bout 3: 00 r . m. 

no -- · n- expl·ined t he situ tion . Yu decl·red th t you ab olutely 
must b l eft t pe--~e; t h t ou h d tent· tive enga e ent for 
funeral in Clevel·nd hich de n ed th t you t ke n ly tr in; th t 
you m 1r-h t e t o re. ·in, ho ever; • n th· t you ould se me in the 
ornin . re orted to t h people itin ~t t h phone. t 

t l i tim el in ho h d been t Llin si 11 problem 1th othe r 
hy terio l cro d else here in the lobby phoned you 1th simil r 
request . Yu tol hi th t ·ou cul see him in the . ornin too . 

l din nd I ited up in the lobby 11 ni ht . t five 
1nutes of even est ted far our room but eoided in the lev tor 

th t h· d bett r et ulin . l d ·.n oont nued for the ven eenth or 

• 



hichever floor 1 
he re T ll n • r om 

- 2 -

y u ere on n got off t the fifteenth 
itu ted. o e Tulin nd a ed him to ress. 

e ere ·bout to le 
He nnounced th t you, 

his roo en route for yo re h n el in rrived. 
f ter h •rin his versi on of ht Tul1n ol imed 

heh d i d to yo ted the t te nt you h d de to ish d 
decl red, n t report n 1 true." 

t thi T in a exceedin ly · n eloquently in 1 n nt 
n t rt d or your room in rush hen 1 in 1nfor ed hi th t you 

tol bi you ere oin in to ee Li sky but ould b b c in our 
room h re he coul et in touch 1th you. h reu on I a eke to 

o to yo r room n see h.ther you h d returned hile ul1n c lled 
Lip y' roo. on the tele hone in order to ·e t in touch it you. I 
ent up to your r o nd ited for ten inutes t hin in t h t some 

b s I ther ere your. Y 1 ot return. c lled ulin's 
room and found out th ky h d ered the phone ~n s· id you 
did not co e to e h c 11 tl de ecov red th t you 
h d cheokP, OU • he a • bout 7: 20 

o - n t or 
o th be­
nil'."'ts 
cl · ims is 
t ere 

nt to 1 ubl -

involvin 
h V 

ho h 
u thi 

So y u e 
t e ionor 
e etr, t ,d one 

y t to xpl 
e. 

I h ve not in 
fell 
0 t 
n 

( l ed) 

thi 
8 
tly • 

our truly, 

Joh n J . 

ic n nd 

y 

rten o. 

fie until 
n th· t 

thi 
co ea you , 

rd of 
ely, to 



(EXHIBIT C) Ootob r 5th, 192. 

J. erten o, 
. ' 

. Y. 

~y e r r. erten o:-

verbose hich you h ve 
ent to e n very 1 ple q stion h1ch could 

be a ered by yes or 'no" it 1 1 th t 
f bric t d nd circul · ted lie. Your of e 

ore eriou h non e yo on f o 
r. 1010 •a rticl before it a d e 

troub et corr ct~ t·te .nt 
·11 . t 1 er th~t n 1 rt d 

your 
urs 

1t 
nor 
my el • 

ro 

ot p rticul r q • 

o · 11 y conver 
t n fro tt r de 
ee b arr r n 

dy in 
1 f . 

yo OU • 

ry ncer ly yo 

r 
to 

, 

(si ned) Abba Hillel Silver 

0 



C"'xhibi t D) 

r. orr 
Z1on1 t Or 

Y r ' 

ldin, 
• tion of 

y er r• Zel 1 =-
Herbert olo 

in 1c tin 
my h n r . 

0 
Dr . b 
ppoint nt 

.. i 
r 

he 
ve 
er 
y 

(oo y) 

er1c , 

ur 

c rr 
urn 

r 
r 
1 

.oul 

I 

0 

e 
e 

cto r 5th, 1928. 

n 

tly 1th r . 
rticle, he 

ich 1 plic ' ted 

or y t po tion 
t en h self 

h in e ly 
onvention .... hereupon 
es ore the 

l vel .. 
• 

8 
t 8 

received 
uh d 
told 

1 in 
you tol 

o I 
ly 

.en r . 
in o 
e could 

. l 1 ec1 t ry uc 1 
0 1 t t r 

rte . u 1 
0 y • Tulin 

b t ·n o i 
You et rt t . 
info . reoi te 

/I 

l 
0 

rte 
y f 

st 1 

t t t to r . 
ut your inte d 
. t h 

you. 

1t ion . 
mi -

s, pr it 1e to rem in 

ery incerely yo rs, 

(s i gned ) Abba Hi lle l Silve r 



October 5th, 192s. 

r. o 1 A. Zeldin, 
Zionist Organization of eria , 

0 , . • • 

y de · r. Z l in: 

r o tly 
ho 

i e 1• . nor. 

•Thi furt er t t ent is d 
y to Oppo ition d 1 tea th t t y r n 
ilver eting betw en hi self Tul1n t hioh 

they re to discuss to ether what Tulin h d really 
aid so that a true Tersion mi ht be 1 n to the 

Convention .•• h reupon r. Abb* Hillel 1lver left 
the hotel - few inutes b fore t pointm nt d 
fully hour before hts tr in left or OleT 1 .• 

I ote to r. olow d told bi th t 
the t tement was outri ht f lsehood d dem nded 
to know then ea of the dele tee ho T im the 
information. In reply he sent me then· e o but 
one m , r. Joh a. Smertenko. I rote to r. 

ert nko d reoeiv d very verbose d incoherent 
letter in hioh he ol 1 s ht you h phone e th t 
n1 ht nd aked t t I meet r. Tulin and th t I told 
you th t I could not be disturbed until the mornin; 
that later in the venin you e e in y r oom 
th t ter our in ervie you told r. Tulin th t 
I h d reported to r. isu ...... ~--. ·s true nd (now I 
quoti ·r. Smerte o's letter)" t this r. Tulin as 
exoeedin ly eloquently indi t st ted for 
your roo in uoh hen r. eldin infor d hi th t 
you (Silver) tol ll you ere oin in to see r. 
Lipsky but th t you oul be back in your room where 
he could tin touch it you.• 

ow my e r. Zel in, I oul · ppreoi te 
very much i f you ould let e no hether you really 



y 

Jo 
or 
Yo 

to r 5t , 192 . 

yo er o tat you 
c t to reply to v r to 

coul be e e by" e 'or ol 
you eliberately f brio te n oircul ted • 

Your off nae beco es even more eriou h none r 
your o confession th t yous w r. olow•s rticle 
before it as printed d did not take- the.trouble to oorreot a statement which muet h ve se ed your eye­
balls. It ia very queer th t lert mind such as 
youra would not h ve noted the p rtioul quot tion 
in question. 

I do not rec 1 your telephone conversa­
tion 1th me t 1. But judging frcxn your on letter 
you m de no request th t meetin be rr nged between 
r. Tulin d myself. or did r. Zeldin. or did r. 

Brody who as in my room th t ni ht. or did r. Tulin 
himself. 

It ould h ve been a very simple m tt r 
fo·r r. Tulin himself to h ve c lled me on the telephone 
or to h ve oome to my room any time th t night. Three 
or four roups of eople interviewed me bet een the 
hours oft o nd seven. 

Im de no st te ent to r• Zeld~n that 
I as oin to see r. Lipsky. There as no need for 
th t. I h lready spoken to r. Lipsky over the 
telephone in the presence of r. Brody requested 
h not to permit the rumor hich h d spread to 
determine his tion. hen I left my room to c toh 
my tr in I as exp ot1n bsolutely nobody. 

I l th t I h ve found you out. 

Very sincerely yours, 

/IR 



My dear Aabbi Silver, 

JOHAN J. SMERTENKO 
KALAMOS FARM , CADY HILL 

BALLSTON SPA , NEW YORK 

54 Morton street, 
New York. 10/2/28. 

I have not read the September tenorah nor an copy of the 
magazine for a ear so that I have not the slightest information 
as to the manner in which it vindicates Jewish idealism. I do re­
call now that • Solow showed me a copy of an article that he had 
prepared. I glanced at it and found nothing particularly striking 
either in its verity or in ite untruth and returned it o him without 
comment. I di d not realize in looking through it that I was being 
quoted as an authority nor did I note the quotation you sent me. 

So much for that statement. As for rr. Solow'e reply to 
you, I can only say that returning from Pittsburgh I recounted to 
him and to Mr. Max Spelke the incidents of the night ae I had wit­
nessed them. Naturally I cannot recall the precise words I used 
but in substance what I said follows: 

I came down to the lobby of the hotel about two a.m.,after 
seeing Rabbi and Mrs. de Sola Pool off for wherever~it was that they 
were staying, and found the place in an uproar. We'sgall b~:t;,n-holed 
me and proceeded to relate what you had said that rfu11n ha~d how 
your state .ent had found circulation. He was unaer a terrible emo­
tional strain and talked of lynching Tulin etc., warning me that I 
had better get Tulin out of the hotel. A crowd had gathered and 
there was no doubt that he was exciting them. Thereupon I disclaimed 
unequivocally -- without at the time having the facts -- the state­
ment attributed to Tulin. I offered to go up to Tulin's room and 
question him. At that moment Messrs. Berenson. Horvitz and Brodie 
appeared in the lobby. They had just been to see Tulin, awakened him 
from a sound sleep, demanded that he tell the~,.at he had said to 
you, received a reply that did not tally witn u were purported to 
have reported, questioned him in detail about the statement you 
were alleged to have made, and finally roused hie sufficiently to 
get an absolute denial of it to the effect that if you made such a 
statement 1 t was "a danned lie". 

Theee facts we ma.de public to Weisgall and hie crowd. They 
demanded that we bring about a public meeting between you and Tulin. ~ 

v'Thereupon I called you up at your room -- it was about 3:00 a.m. now -­
✓and explained the situation. You declared that you absolutely must 

be left at peace; that you had a tentative engagement for a funeral 
in Cleveland which demanded that you take an early train; that you 
might manage to remain, however; and that you would see me in the 
morning. This I reported to the people waiting at the phone. At ,._...... 
this time Seldin who had been tackling a similar problem with another 
hysterical crowd elsewhere in the lobby phoned you with a simil r 
request. You told him that you would see him in the morning too. 

Seldin and I waited up in the lobby all night. At five 
V minutes of seven we started for your room but de~ided in the ele-

vator that I had better get Tulin. Seldin continued to the seventeenth 
or whichever floor it was that you were on and I got off at the fif­
teenth where Tulin'e room was sit ated. I awoke Tulin and asked 



- 2 -

him to dress. We were about to leave his room en route for yours 
when Seldin arrived. He announced that you, after hearing his 
version of what Tulin claimed he had said to you, repeated the state­
ment you had made to Fishman and declared,"Seldin hat I am reportin 
is true." 

At this Tulin was exceedingly and eloquently indignant and 
started for your room in a rush when Seldin informed him that you 
told him you were going in to see Lipsky but would be back in your ✓ 
room where he could get in touch with you. Thereupon I was asked 
to go to your room and see whether you had returned while Tulin 
called Lipsky e room on the telephone in order to get in touch 
with you. I went up to your room and waited for ten minutes, 
thinking that eoI!:e bags I saw there were yours. You did not return. 
I called Tulints room and found out that Lipsky had answered the 
phone and said you did not come to see him. We called the desk and 
discovered that you had checked out. The time was about ~:20 a.m. 

Thie is waht f told Messrs. Spelke and Solow -- not for any 
essay on Jewish idealism but as py personal testimony of the be­
haviour of a lawyer, a rabbi, a number of profeseional Zionists 
and a Jewish mob. As you can see, the substance of what Solow 
laime is there although in his effort at brevity he makes it 

appear that there was a formal agreement to have you and Tulin 
meet for a public discussion. There was nothing more than the infor­
mation which Seldin and I gave you over the phone that the mob 
would not be satisfied until you and Tulin had agreed upon what it 
was he had said to you.and that e were taking steps to have that 
clarified. 

So you eee I have not invented""a story such as this involv­
ing the honor of a fellow- Jew." But I thi k it ill becomes you, 
who have perpetrated one of the merest tricks I have ever heard 
of and who have yet to explain your ction honestly ad completely, 
to use this phrase. ~ 

Your.)1 Y, 

-
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October 1 2 • 

bbi hb I'il el i ver , 
m ""' 1 1 eu1... e, 

vel"n , ...... . 

rn -=l ve :3Ve no~ e ed since OU told OU 
l. 

.I. 
10 1 :;rite to r. ~ rte o, nd 1 ave not y t received vU 
r m you C of his reply • hicl you ro,td SRd to se1 d me . • ~y h ne to receive this fr m 0 J in t e n 11e "1te ;. ... 

fu ure? 

In r r · rst lett r t me.: u mr:1cle uuber of r1r-cast· ·zrtions , • h · m • d your fore one 
c Tle no 

ur 1 o 
\ OU ~ u e t pub -
i to me 1, w ~t 1 

u y I so Th r 
ou s ns 

letter con&a n mb 
e1 rosiL , fr o r 

r of~ sta errents entirel 
.~ustified , f ct 

I h ve referretl was one 
• Tn s rcastic rem r~ t • ici 
of th se . 

"'i thout ,a le rn o 
n ss Jin that r J urn 

your deni 1 , oo sent a coy of 
.Tew -=-1 s in_ . t lette.r l :.s 

nt , ~nd now the re ders of 
...., i V· n the i ression t t he :.en 

n 
1 

t ' fied u • ere 
refuse to rjnt ... 

f'rst letter to 1e 
uch t st n-

1-1e;~z·n, ·ve been 
urn 1 oul not 

p1 int u enial . .:.'1 I point out. to u t t J ur ct · on 
ur o~n pl r se: c no~ better be ch r ct-rlzed th n b 

"_ ou heve br- cast fR lse st te, ent 
i • ut t king th Lrouble to chec u 

Ver trul 

u t f e 11 o ;· - e , 
it 
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b 1 bb Hillel ilv 
. 105th t. t An el 

Clevel nd, Ohio. 

er bbi 11 er:-

27 T scott St . , 
roo lyn, . Y. 
ctob r llth,l 2. 

In er to your 1 tter of Octob r 5th 
ich I received on 10, I nt to t te th t I never 
de ny kind o n pointm nt 1th you to meet r . 

Tulin . hen I tol in th t the t temen hich 
repe ted by ny ele tee 1n your n e huvin b n id 
to r . ish n e t · ted to e by ou to b correct, h 
r ·lly st · rted for your room it ru h · nd then I told 
him th t you tol m you ould p y 1 edi tely n 

hi not to uee thi riv te t I of yours 1th Tulin 
olit1c 1 urpo e , u po ed th t you ould be 

b ck in your room ter the conver tin 1th Lipsky to t ke your v 11 e . 

r . Tulin c lled r . Lip ky ' s roo on the hone it the hope of tt n o , but o ere ot r . 
o body, I b lieve rt ko, ent to your r o but id 

not find ou there ither . Thi 1 th tor s I o it to be correct . 

r truly your , 

( 1 n d) • . Z 1 in 
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Rnb i • b Hillel 
~. 105 h Str a 
c_~v 1 nd, Ohio. 

Sil er 
t - ul 

27 T~ soott ~ reot 
Broo1~1:1n, ?I. Y. 

Oct. 11, 1 2 • 

Rd. 

Do R b'i Sil or :-

In an tr •o :"our 1 tlttor o Oct ar 5, 

1hich I roceived n ~h 10, l w n t o s n. o t 1'l.t I r.ovor m e 

o.ny kind c .,proi'!1tm n 17i . y ~u to r:1eet Ur. T tlin. ~•/hen 

I told • lllin th t tho stato . t w -i h n.o ro ta od lty . ~ny 

dolegatos in our nrune hnvin,.:, e n sni to l r. Fis1'JT1Q.n ,,~:i 

stated t me bv tou to 1,e correot, ho res.11:, stnrtod for y 

room ·w·i th B. rush ~na than I old him ~ - you told me you 

would see Li1 ,e immediatalv ~ d ask im t to uso ~his ··ivnte 

t11lk of yours with Tulin for olioi t l tr[-Qses, nnd I suprosed 

tat yo 70Uld e ack in your room after tho ~cnvors~tron 11th 

Li sky to t'l.,~o your V!llisa. • 

Mr. Tulin llod Ur. Li sky's room on the 

heme 77i th tho hope of r;etting you, but ~rou '.1ore ne>t there. 

Sonetody, I oli:1ve Smertnnko, went to !'Our roo. but did not 

find ycu thoro ei her. This is the story s I knovt tt to •• 

o~rrcct. 

Ver:. trul .,'C\:.l s • 
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lliot ...... :on 
:B n};: dt., 

_ v, .. ork, .. Y. 

:::, 1:ice you ~ t t c ed ":I sl •. m· :- ed 11 ~ or t ... e record" o you:· et t er 
to me a ed ::ieo . 17th, 1 31, I s · ppo e .. o~ d lso no e "t r th rel;ord11 

t ."'t Jou.r letter s not received ti 1 ct. 8th. I h ve ee:· :.-w. ;J ·ood 
e'l s· . ·e, ,.s our o ... fh.:e informe d you . B t "'nieil ave hesi .. - ted to 

re. 1 to yo in m 'irst 1 ooa. of as ~onisL. ent a."1d ~t1tr ge at o s o ki "' 
er1orm nee. 

h d hoped t : at ,. e r,i."nt dissolve our editorial re tio:n. h ip wit 
ro:i.t :n fr i~:1dship ~"1 co:1 t i:i ed c 11 ~oorat ion on a."1other s i . ·:e h d 

L ... deed co:ne to r,n.rtin. , 0 ~ the • J S in O'..lr ~on eption of' ow :he ~.e:ior::i} 
Jour:i 1 s. o _ expre ss ,., -:. : dv . ce t '1e ~er..or : 0ve· ent, Jo n 
,i ght est serve Jeris. lie to ~,"l .. . K.-O,"i:1~. ~ lu e i ~ viern, 

·:hil.!h res· ecte • '.l - ss "-.J. ess 'i h , I e t o fee iro te 
0'1 n t. sJm . er, t.·1 

... ·o rn.i :ot ·:ish to-.: rr:r :n.:. :n ing-e ~i ri 1 
respo~s :. ..,i_ i t y :·or t:he J • urn l i!l t· e t~e. '!'h t . e ::-.. s, nat 11 ·, t he end 
o neri,· in he J o nal. 

~o ss~~e, no wever, ta· t :ou r s . a.--ia0 ing Edit or me nns 
the andon~en oft e editorial inde en e~ce 01 . 1, ni~n it h s 
~.~o/e~ since its i :~centi or.. in 19 '.) ( :)n o ore eon) !1' will con.,Lue 

to exercise so l·)!'L s I re1 in t r e ;.:i(....i tor, i~ .. n • ss pti0n on JO' rt 
of exl,;l:.is ive righteou"ness. :o , .wlliot, ~ 1 edi o i2l . onor and ·:i sdo will . ot 
pass \·t .. :o . - is po ->·01e ·1sa.'-JTee , 'ls t7e 0 , re,,~ ·ng tl oest • .. so 

"iti:ig tne Jo..rrnal, din r ev. its l'..i.ct· on ·n _resent-d Je ·sh li ·e, 
ithout c llin_ in q ion t.e prin~iples n w. ·~hall re r·ends o"' the Jo rnal 

I e_ieve, 0 ee. 

···he:i 01.1 pressed me for st te·ne!l.t o~ ol • .:" I to .. • J th t 
.,..,reposed to brin o t tr1e best poss· ole ·o r:1a l un ler he prese. t ~co omic 

/ ir'-!U"rl.S ta..--ices. nlso sa • ~ I v: s i k of t r e excessive • i ing nd s. 1p1ng in 
our 1r es, or ceas:n.., L:riti~ism itl o t so:ne co;;ipe:isa ing constr...i.ction (m· poor 
. ess • a--iism, .,rou ould a1 l it. J Let it be •. e3JQ1ess on my p rt: m· pr sent moo 
i l e"'s int· e witn tirst Isfai~h (You rotte"l people!) .ore in th spirit 
ot ::5e\;o:ic... saiah (i..;omfort • ... , corr . .i'o t Je , m peop e.) _ proposed to stress the 
Jewish heritage of c-.1.lture, givin.'."' to Je\ ish historJ ,,nd literat e gre, ter 
relative saa e t i l.B.:1 hitherto, ~it out :foregoing expositior.. n ssion of 
C,)nteT!lpora.1eous life in ha see· ed to r:ie t .. e .. rop r r oportion o i:r Jo 1. 
'ertainl, ve \ o la. (;Ont in e to enco r e a:id or in ~ o ~ t}1e er eat i ve : r-: of o 
vri ters. 

Y ~ state:::ent o: ... his polic travest . Y'J h'" ve either 
• 11:.:1.~l· o 1"1C s io s_y s or ed ";: t 4 to .,ro in o sever 1 hours 1 

co?::.vers tion \•. ~.: yo· returned 'rom the co I is! to he en t here h d been 
dicta.p· one ro· !l. . Yo even pres 1;1e to _p -~ g otnti:m m :~s mrd :id 

ol ses I !l. -ver tered. ss !.l. nt io:i of , . t in tend to nut in or k ep 
o~ of the J o ,..na s ue ev 1, d·cro s. :·, ·;;y the • ", aid e o d h ve 
no ore cri ical an 1,sis o instit··tions a-.d r..o. ores tire, h· snou i h ve 

o-ed /O o r· te :--ore, not le s, for t. e Jou.r:i l in the fu ure 
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It is tr e th'1t our ~on~ept i ns o"" 11 o:!)en forum" are some hat 
"ifferent. • en there is !'_l_"l~l sis and a tack in o p'lges, s~ has :er ert 1 s 
articles on Zionis •n, o wo d no "' . it -n reply ess it . e p f 1 
to the stan· c oft' e original arti les. I, for my p rt, pref r ins ch a 
case to let do .. the edi tori l ri or in order to g ive he '1.r i to counter­
criticism even if ot expressed wi h eq· 1 skill. Your contention _ t 
Zion sm has i s o . org ns in w'1i' 1 to ~'ls ,er . ·enorah articles h s not, as 
;,·011 knot, convi .ced . ve1 t so ·s.r as possic.le to give ever.:' side to our 
readers in our ovn pages. The o~rnal itself u~t not be, nor appe to e, 
ti.e p tisa:1 of y side in con roversial i sues. Ot e ·1ise e \:01ld indeec. 

c ~nei~g tne esta ished po_icy of the Journ 1. 

) sa·: 11 .,. ybe the _ 0 ad str~c· tor _he .:e:ior ·o n"' to 
o d.own . 11 believe the hour had str for th Journ'll of yo co:iception to 
o dom. Y).J. h ve ·e,ne brillian ?'1.-1 in mn.ny v;·aJs adn irau ~ ·oo s 

:~anagi:-iD" Edi or. _hat rill oe o JO'J. lasti:rie; credit. :But qls') tnere . ve 
oee. ver J ser • o s defects, • .. ich I propose to correct. I do :1ot oel • vc tf" t 
tne: e~ r~~ Jo 4a sit ou,ht to e sho ld ~o o:~ . e-i~ve, on the 
con trar ·, tnat _he . :e?1orah Jo· nr 1 s~ oul nd an o on to r eater achieve ents. 

do .1:) t see wi • the J o.ir~ l • _ o 1 • agree to ..;,a dow. :.l.! • er colors ..,h ich are 
r..ot t hose of tl e Vf'St '".aJor • t-· o:: ... e:1or 1 officers, r embers, e • i tors .,n 1 

r,-riters. , or one, prefer to fig t on ith zest a. d. rsood conscie:ice, bu"" 
~ot ·, i th rec_ less:iess, for the kin· o J our. a ... I el ieve tne . ~enorah • ovement 
shoul ~ hn.ve. 

YoJ.r opinion of y \,;o:upeten s e itor and riter, no. expressed 
to rr:e :or t.ae :f rst ti ,e, ·so ... curse ;;01 ·1 .. .'f ir. 3ut I C-"'l::.1.ot let p ss 

our ild • r e 01 infidelities, "carpi f! or o s e s to prospecti e 
wri er 11 , ~:i , :¼. ove all, tr~c lin ' to finanl;i 1 s ·pporters. ,;\d t .a.O' ht 
thrl-t w s r t: er -:iotorio s for not truckling. : ow in t'l1..:: "orld can 1 '0U 
ri • Jourself to c: e su n a c. 3rge a .:.:ist . e in th.e 1 ce of tie long 

record? _n arge i to .re all t!1e ,.ore as o din • in t: e li •. t o: the 
,::,test con r 0vers· n O\lr es. deli eratel.,. ·:rote anu puolished tnat 

editori~l footnote to ose. sohn 1 s artir..:le with full a~pre"-iatio. o po s • ole 
ir:ancial conseq ences, in order to make s:.ire tLQt m ."otive in p blis· ing 

-o e:isohn I s article ,·.ould not be .: 'Wlderstood. I a::. ce a le :for t at 
footnote on several counts; I ma well h ve oee inc0ns • derate of the est 
i:: eres ts of -he .~e. ora· Assoc ia ion and the Jo nal itself L p blL., .ing 
tnat footnote; it ·,as perha s a:;. L.du 5 ence of person,-:-1 v ::iit on y i rt 
to show off a conte t or tr ckli.. g , cost 1.at it might, cost ·1hat it might 
in 'esperately difficult times for us like these. And et o h ge me 
ith tr kl'n5} 

If indeed .ave tr ckled at an tie in t1e ~our e of our 
~ssociation to6 et.tr, e 'OU not '-l..'1 c essor r to~ in: :delities? Have o 
::io ta:-en the w ges of sin? 'm did o, not r t.~er re~ien, dear G 11 h.od? 

s tom 11 censoriousness, 11 Ii. gine JO refers eci 11· o 
hat r icle on 3oston wi~re I in isted (as ·nth case of 1 o her r~ct~ 
rticles) on the o e ~.ec in ~P of 11 statements m de. sin that 

p·rtic l~r c se i invo ved lo Ver pro~ess tca"l un al, h·ve seemed 11 c ping" to JOU :id the writer. ch a \;ase h ... pens occ sio. 'lll·. ,::,n • ou 
n me me ~:i" ot'her \ here was u il t of "c pi~0 ce:i orio snes to rospecti vc 
,-ri--ers? 11 I sin•erel.,· l;on~erned to ow. 
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In rebard to ''good taste, 11 I !!1' st aamit frequ.ent ·it. ·i 1~ I had 06en more J ilt,. I sr.a. 1 e more g~ilt-- ·n the f ure. ..he n ... stier •a, v of statin a ~act or expressin n op1n on ma~ ometimes oe more am·sing , o~t 

it • ~ not n cessaril • .. ore . on est or e f ec i ve vi die at ion of free do . of tho,.1ght. As I cro old.er, las, I ta.1:e less a~Q less pleasure in clever~ess V t t ts, hen tr~th nd eandor may oe served ~o less ithf 11· ith m nners more orbane. 

·.Thet. er tnere has oeen "so reat a oetraJal of ever- thin decent and good that tne Journal ' as ee~ or has ecome, 11 t • r.:e will s .ow. • ,1e shall also see hether • our retirenent as ·.a"lagi .r L itor eans 11 so <.;omplete 
and callous a dissipation of the store of intellect al and emo ional d 
mor l ener a!ld acbieve:;:ent orought to the Journal tnr0!lgh m , ears J' 
. en w½o Law in it a fit - a.~d tr~st,orthy repositor • for the est the had to ive to Je~isl life." These men - and otter first-rate men whom the Jou.rn-1 has estranged - will still, I trust, have the J~urnal as their repositor. -his is w 'the Journ 1 must ~o on ~d not go un~er. 

You are cr.1ite ridilJ o s in assumi ,,. 11 ~ne Jo nal will q est no more!' I n~ver said, 'ls ·ou allege, that I am "tired of sear hing, of experimentine, of intellectual adve.t· ri:ig. 11 e have done a good eal of "rea istic factual descript io!l of. the Jewish scene," tha.lks to our extraordL ary aoili t in te c. ir.g the ~riters. ,e sh.~ 1 not cease th t necessarJ •;o • ... . B'J.t TTlore important nor., it seems to ...,e , is the achieve·.ent, if Y)OSs i le, of II sound ration~le of e ish life. 11 
·_hat c~nnot oe '1Chieved merel~ by n::tlJsi!s o • ~ rrent ideals nd nr.; r , s. ·ome-thi. ~ ar more is neeced: a Gre tive assion . • o le ~e and skill. 

·-,~---t is yo r r t ion~le o:~ Je\ i life? _hat is fair question, I \/ think to p'.lt to everJ one of us, editor or not, no professes devotion to Jewish interests. Y0' hA.va oeen ena led by The .1enor h Jo na for seven or e • _.ht ··e s to read !lW tti!lk aoo t Je ·ish li e. ,., t wo ld .,'O ike erish life to e? ::ever mind for a little how other ews carry o!l . .~ever mind hat the• think or argue. 11 , !lt 1 s your tho ~ht and goal? Yo , i ~ 1 h 9.ve reason to compl in onl • • Hhen I ref se to P' - lish an· ''ration le of Je·li .1 life" ... ro o, or • one else lo hi~ ' nd ~rites iit 80, petence. 

irom a11yone v:bo rites, a ove ... 11, with ... owledge and, es, • ith a kind or' organic (some very ecent people call it m·stic or reli0 iou) se se of devotion to e\ ish life. I do not say yoJ. uo not Jur...,elf possess this evotion, ~ontempt, oJ.s tho O' • JJ. !lre of a"l • t a p el· rationalistic outlook in life. You have of course for a long time oeen aw re of m Qiverge.ce from o~ on this asic '3.ttitllde; we have ofte~ isc, ssed it in our .oat daily con ·abs throu h several ~ ears. Be this as it r.ia· ; possibl it is of that 11 ruessi nism 11 and 11 r 1·etor ic" t i th hi o hi e r.ie . Yo will .. ot den.,r, however, that k."lowledge is a 

,fbich orinss ... e to state q~ite fr" 1 v h t I consider to have oeenj your ~hief drawoack as an editor of the Journal. Yo k::lov; no He rew d little (iddish. ~o far s I am at are, JOU h ve not read extensivel ·n Je ish history 
~d literat re . In short, o ~re not at home in Jewish sources. I had hoped indeed, that /OQ old ee. proi pted, if not impelled, the opport.mities of your association witn the Journ 1 for seen or eight ·e s to asp some subst ce of he Je ··s h ritage. t:.er men ith f fe er op. ort nities d less intellect h ve stered for exa;·. le, the .:eore lan e --:d t:- its 11 er tlA.I'e. Yo 

h e not chosen to do so , or thing like it. t ou have found it more 



I - -

interesting to use yo r time in other fields, is, of course, no less 
honoraule, and. m well be far .. ore useful to 0 1 

• 3, t t'.e point i 
that, in m' opinion at le st, a responsiole editorship of ·-he .. :enorah 
Jo .al requires a ert in imr ersion in Jewish st dies, oesides ~ s ~~ h 
iith Jewis~ life far deeper th n a cr·tical interest in tre conte. porary 
Jewish scene. Hence, less o are prepared to devote 1ar ore time to 
Jewish st dies, our o·r.1 life's vocation old seer to lie el e~here, tnou h 
I am sure at, in a.~ cas , JO ~ar. serve rillia: 1 '1~ effectively to 
ill um in- te s n.e aspe ts of modern Jewish life. 

Jow let me reply to yo note of the 3th lt. wherein ou 
co ... plain o ~ ::iisrepresenting Jo • I ca.'1 only sa that t r.e i .. pressi n 
yo'J. have latterly given me h s een o. e of growing intolerance to all t r 
po ·n s of view b t Jour ov.n. Y have oee:-:i. :3 i g, U."lless I . is nderstood 
JO , th t other organiz tions rd .:,ro ps had t' e ir O\'m organs; we , on o • 
part, m·st tilize our ittle ~recio s space for our o, r~al ses ~~d vies. 
Yo admit, indeed, in· our "Sept. 17 11 letter t' t we had agreed to "nospitalit 
to all rticles, of , hatever point of vie , so lon:.> as the • r.iet t 1e literar• 
standaru.s of the Jo.Jrnal. 11 HO\ do you recon(;ile with th t general state ient 
your u.nquali ied a.~sier to a categoric 1 question put to ~o a inu our 
last conversation? I asked .,ro specifi ·a l; r ou would a it an 
arti le on Or hodox Judaism, ss ing it a: e ll o our sta'1 ' ards. Yo~ 

!lswer v,as an u.n .. istakable To; 3.S scon '3. o.. rologer to teac. t Y le. 

.ji.l.t, if I ave mis unaerstood ~' 
t·L ... d to . 1-e correct ion. 

in a~ 1a, 1 1 11 oe only too 

Fin:1lly. since yo';. spe :e ou t pr otecting yoi.:.r rep tat ion, q ite 
properly tho ~h ith aceroit, I ca'1not fore r d·n~ ,ord ~propos. 
:our rep : tion h~s nots fered at my h~nds. On the contrarJ, Irr ve 
.rotected it, nerhaps o t of s.1eer q..1.ixotry. Yo wil remember how : orrified 
I :as over the Silas ent m..~tter. I think or editorial action in that 
~atter \ sin efensiole, im...~r 1. Bent ha perfect ~ase ag nst o. B t 
10 1ere not qsked to resign . I took the f..1. 1 responsioilit n self. t some 
considera le ci m rye to r.iy re_ utat • on b t not to ;·ours. I ia not anticipate 
yo ,o·ld nae return so amiaoly bran ine me a prostitute nd purring 
ta. by-cat. 

Yours sincerel~, 

(signed) e:1r Hur i tz 
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Why Do 
The Heathen Rage? 

Part Two 

Abba Hillel Silver, D. D. 

THE aboYe title may require 
some explanation. Six years 
ago "Why do the Heathen 

Rage ?"-Part One, appeared. ome 
of my readers may recall it and the 
episode connected with it. It was 
written originally for the 1Ienorah 
Journal at the request of its editor, 
.l\Ir. Henry Hurwitz. A series of 
viciou attack on merican Rabbi · 
and American Judaism had appeared 
in the Journal. To allay the wide­
spread resentment stirred up by 
those articles and a a conce sion to 
tho e Rabbis who had been beguiled 
into giving financial aid to the 
Journal, :Mr. Hurwitz thouo-ht it 
expedient to print a reply written 
from the point of view of the 
Rabbis. He asked me rather, he 
entreated me, to write this reply. I 
begged off at first but finally con-
ented. Mr. Hurwitz was "very 

o-lad to receive the article, glad even 
after reading it." He would "make 
the article the leader in our June 
issue." The galley proofs were later 
ent to me for correction. But in 

the June issue the article did not ap­
pear, nor had :Mr. Hurwitz taken 

the trouble tu advise me of the fact. 
\\'hen I called upon Mr. Hurwitz 

and reque tee.I the return of my 
manuscript he spoke long and con­
fusedly in explanation of its sup­
pre . ion. Out of the maze of hi. 
piti (ul circumlocution I rould under­
stand but one thing: he was afraid 
that my article would discourage the 
young writer who had been dis­
porting them eh·e. in the columns 
of the nfenorah Journal with such 
joyou abandon. attacking everyone 
and everything- they did not seem to 
like. 1\Iy article had expo ed them 
and made th m ridiculou . 

"\i\lhy do the Heathen Rage?" 
wa , of course, printed that summer, 
erially, in the "Jewi h Tribune." 

Mr. Hurwitz attempted to intercept 
its publication, but without succe s. 
The publication of the article and 
especially the tory of its suppre -
ion did not do the 1enorah Journal 

any good. 

"Laying" for the Author 

Ever since that time the Journal 
has been "laying for me." From 
time to time I wa treated to its 

chirp and claw and the poi onous 
drippings of its petty vengeance. 

ln 1928, ~[r. Herbert Solow, the 
•'political expert" of the Journal, 
who recently demolished the whole 
of Zioni . 111 with two fell swoop:. 
quite in the manner of the Russian 
Y evsektzia, in reporting the Pitts­
burgh Zionist Convention of that 
year d voted con. iderable space to 
the role which he believed I played 
at that Convention- all written of 
cour e in that lurring cynici. m 
which, in the Menorah, takes the 
place of style and erudition. It in­
cluded among other thing- , a fabri­
cation which was calculated to put 
me in the light of a man running­
away from the con. equences of hi 
own action . ).Ir .. olow, after much 
\\:riggling-, wa compelled to publish 
a retraction of that tory in hi own 
Menorah Journal. 

The Jonrnal, how ver, was not 
discouraged. It lay in wait for an­
other chance and it opportunity 
came with the publication of my 
recent hook "Religion in a hang-­
ing- \\'orld.' It wa. through the 
medium of literary critici:m that the 



Journal had rc~oked to pay off an 
old :ron:. It i a well known d ,·i ·t· 

quite rfllnmon with a rntain typ of 
p rit>dKal and a l'l'rtain da lli 

writer-... 
\t a 0 i\'l'll . i0 nal th. flood- 0 ·atc:--

t :""'\ ~ 

1Jt filth were opened \\ id • and 
throu 0 h kn:11 muclrh· rolumn the ~ . 
cnt1e1 111 <1[ rn,· hook nm-, rn,. with 
·t n·rtain Feli ~forrow in charg • of 
tlw ( foci((( lll<l.ri111<1. 

Fir~t let 11w treat tlw rl'adl'r to a 
·!wire -..dertit>n t>f lilt'ran' ·hara -
teri1.ati1>11. iound in thi ;.<.., i ·w llf 

my hook. ".'peaking iutilely and 
irrele, anti: ir11111 hi-, loft) per ·h 

. that kind oi -..tuff .... don't 
, ou ri k making an a of your. elf 
~ ... that i.., a nice dodge .... the 
thin~ . )Oll pouted from th• pulpit 
. .. . it would take 111on· than your 
intelligrnrc: and caparit) .. .. \\ ill 
\"t>U lll' \Tr n:a-..(.' your hn,mid<.' • .... 
the old middie-of-the-rnad to h ,, 

Thi~. Yott mu~t know. on icl -
·red briliiant writi11° l,y th n wlY ...... . 
arri,· ·d expon<.'nt: of th lat ·ly di ·-
cm·er<.'d 1 udaic riYilization. 

::\Ir. ::\i 1-row b gin hi cliatrib 
Ii,· n: it·1-ri11g to th ' illustration on 
1i1e co,er 

0

of my honk th con­
YCntional hgur o"r a r ligiou I ad ·r 
tandin.~ on th top of a mountain 

and surn'Ying- the swift-moYin~ 
,,·orld 11i t;>d;y. :d orrnw pmmcc 
1111 that. .. The figure,'' h' crir. 
aloud. "jc Ctlllllingly C ugg' tiYe of 
Rabbi .'ih· ·r.·· llow h arri,·e. at 
hi conclu ion i. rather puzzling-, in 
a. much a-.. th figure ha. hi lack 
turned to th· reader .... But our 
det cti, c-rritic ha. rar g-ift of 
anah ~i-... The ftgm is tall and has 
tn-o ·hand ·. and 

0

ic not Rabbi ih·er 
aLo tall and ha h not al-..o two 
hand ? . ... 

One of 150 Reviews 
Ila,·ing- tahli . h <l this fatal 

id ·ntity, th critic ne ·t pro· ·eel to 
point out that th r' ar no head-
. ticking out of th huildin~.; • and 
towrr • in the drawing- and thcr for 
nohod) i paying any att ·ntion to 
what the man on the mountain i.e. 
Hahhi ~ih er- i. :-.aying. ~Iorrnw 
:_:!oat m·er thi delightful cli -
c11,·ery. II forg t ho,,·e, r that 
at ka:t onr man . topped to li~t 'n 
\\"ith wide op ·n <.'ar and with rapt. 
,·incl1rti,· • attt'ntin11- ::\Ir. ::\lorr \\' 
him-.. Ii - and that the latter r gard­
t:cl the utterance of uch impor­
tanc • that h ha. t ·n ·d back to the 
editorial offic of th' ::\I ·norah 
J11urnal to Jill eleY·n ,aluahl · 
column-, with a f uriou r ·lmttal f 
"hat th · man 1111 th · mountain had 
o . a,·. , \11<1 at l ·a t 130 oth·r r·-

y 1ew -r al o topp ·d to Ii kn, 

tlwu~h not bein~.,. po~-. cd of any 
oh. s-.iv Ral bi-ph hia. th -..c re­
\·ic\\·cro; recorded th ir imprc ion..; 
in hun lr d of column of IH' \\ -

paper and magazin in a totally 
di ff •rent , l'in. . \l ·o a reaclin~· 
public of thou. and wa • on hand to 
rail for thre ' edition. of the hool 
in th· flr . t 11i11 ·tv clay of it pul,lira 
t i"n -..o intcre ·tcd were till'\' to dis 
c11,er \\ hat "the tall, l"neh· I 'rie t. 
ur hall we rail him Hahl,i" had 111 

s:l\. i ' nt so had, thinks the l1J11dy 
111:tn <111 th· mountain. c-..perially 
wh<.'n he r -call how con. ist ·ntly and 
ron-,picuou-.ly th· rnwl unheeding­
,, orld ha. failed to -..tamped· the 
-..uh rription d partm<.'nt of the 
knorah J urnal it. elf wh c writ­

er-.. 11 ·,·er . peak ''iutikly and ir­
n·lt·\ anth" and who. e '•intellig- llL'l' 

and cap,icity'' are nwn· than · s11fli­
::ient for the gig-anti· ta. k of world 
rccon truction ... . 

The critic then pau . s to remind 
the writer oi th, ho k i . . Rahhi 
.'il\'lT that h is not runnin~ "the 
big- how "Pr ad out in pan rama 
hl'fore him.'' \ \ "hat a di ·illu--.ion 
mcnt ! . \ nd h •n· l ha Ye h' ·n think 
ing all th· time that / wa-, actual)~ 
managing the ,, hol how my-..<.'l i 
and that T was per.< nally re, pon:i­
hl • for ·\·t·r\·thinff tlnt wa • o-<>inrr ,.. l"'"t ( . ~ :-.... 

on in thi.· !iii . sful \\'< rid . l am rl 

addL r an I a wi.Tr man rnlaY a · a 
IT. ult oi ~lr. .\lorrow' ·{;rtling 
di dos11re. I k110\\" now tha I "a~ 
dclud I. It \\"as aitcr all nnt to 111\' 
n>ic that . ·talin and ::\f 11 . solini an<l 
~facD malcl and \\'all .'trc t Jiay 
been ti. t ning all thi while, but to 
tlw poweriul and commanding- Y< ict· 
oi the Jfc11oralr 1 ournal whose 
pag-l' .. fr ig-ht cl with the wi dam of 
the ag . . the ruler · of th earth 
h;n l ht: 11 . canning with r '\'er n ·t· 
and tr pidation Ycry month ( now. 
1111 iorttmateh·. 011)\' e\'cn· t\\·o ;111d 
thn:c month: .... ) • 

A Reviewer Reviewed 
I krc. pnhap~. a word . hnuld lie 

-,aid about ::\1 r. ~ I nrrnw '_- srhola~tir 
q11alification" to re?, i ·w my hook or, 
ior that matter. anv othcr I ok. 
To\\ arcl: the do. of my l'. :a\· n 
··:ri·nc· and Religion" i . tate: 

" tartinrr)y n w cli COY ri . in 
r"ligion a i~1 art ar extr meh- rare 
; nd progre.: in the-..e Ii ·Id · · roulcl 
ha,·e hut , n· limit d connotation · 
1\:ak of I :rfection wcr' reached 
long ago in th realm. of art. n ·­
ligion and philo-, phy and b y nd 
th· peak: one cannot ·limb .... \\ <.' 
l·an inn~nt a ma hine today that will 
run thirty mile an hou;- and to-
111<11Tow 011 • that will run . ixt\', and 
th . II. t da, Oil(' that will nv .in th<: 
air in teari of ru1111111~• ·un th· 

~rnt11Hl. . urh rhopali-, linear pro­
~re sJllll Ill technological . kill and 
t•nirienn i JHN,ihle in th mat rial 
world. hut 11111 in the artisti • or 
. piritual world. . . .. \rt and Re­
lt 11 i"n an· y ·n ancient enterprise: :-.. . 
111 the ln1111a11 pirit. Th y hav • 
thl'ir c\'rJe._ oi gnl\\ th and decay. a. 
wt'll a · their definite organic limit ·. 
... I ,ittk that i-.. realh· 11c,,· can he 
:l< l,lt-d t11 tlw l,a ic im~·ntnn· of re­
ligi1111 a11d lllllralit _,. 1.ittlc can Ii· 
ad«kd to the rarial wi-..dom \\"hirh 
(T\' tallized ihel i through th ag ._ 
i11 · 'I .<l\T th: neighbor a. thy. •If' or 
'lu tin·. l11 ... tin.- . halt thou pur. u ' 
,;r ·yl' -..Jiall do 11<1 u11rightcCJt1.n s. 
in jud,grnent' or ·~ation . hall not 
Ii it up sword again:t nation.' ' 

Tn "hich th· critic r join : 'You 
know well ernm,gh that the ancient­
lH·-..~ oi the. e platitude ah ut 
ju-..ticc and pcare do .- not make 
them an> le. platitude: and I n ed 
not remind vou that if it i anci nt­
ne~-.. you're· 1ooki11g- for ,·ou'll find 
them ·in th ' ciYil code ( Ilammu­
rahi." . ·ot onh· did th· critic fail 
to understand the cl ar and . imple 
m aning· of my tatement-it wa 
nnt ·•a;1ric11t11e· <' that I ,\·a m­
pha . ..,izing. hut the fact that c rtain 
truth-,, once haYing heen ad quat ·ly 
iornmlat<:d, cannot he improved up­
< 111 li:v later age: hut h dragged in 
a hit o • ''learning" to adorn hi 
nitici-..m \\"hich lidra,. that he i. 
not onh· an "in 11ocri1t by. tander" 
hut an -i~norant one a · w· 11. Mr. 
.\I orro\\' ~imply m·n·r read the code 
of I lam111urahi. for nowh r in the 
..? .. ;oo line · ol 11hcription i there 
anything which in the remote t ap­
prm:imak. th<.' proph ·tic utterance 
r ·f ·rred t in m tatement. or 
\\ ould anyone who wa a ·quainted 
with th rod' haYc pok ·n of it a a 
"ri, il code" in rontracli. tincti n to 
th reli~iou rock. of the Dible. 
Th · cod<.' of Hammurabi i no less 
a rvli~ioti-.. rode than the Do k of 
the l°<n<.'nant. In th fir t few 
hundred line. or the cod• ar numer-
1 ,u-.. rdvn·11c '-. t<1 the <I •iti , and on 
t lie oil\ erst• oi the l>lo ·k of black 
diorite up1>11 \\"hich the c de i. in-
rrihed i.- a r 'pr· tntation of Ying 

I lanmlllrahi re ei\ ing hi . law fr m 
the -..eater! tin-< ;od . 'hama:-.h .... 

.· o much for ::\lr. \lorrow' boot­
)(':_: rhnlar-..hip, and now f r a 
-..;unple <1i hi . lll(.'thod o( criti i m. 

l 11 111,· tir t '. ~av on th ''R le oi 
l\di~ioi1 in a Changing \ Vorlcl ' I 
tate that to m,· mind r •lirrion ha a 

iot1riold function to p rform in 
1111_id_ ·rn . oci ·ty: ( l To uphold the 
. p1ntual , rr. ti . th , mat rial inter­
Jlr_'tatio11 of th -ni\" •r. '. ( 2) To 
ateguard th· vital and indi I ns­

ahl • hop· of th' human ra , ~ 



I no- a. they ar 11 t contro\ ·rl ·d by 
sun:r knu\\ ledg<.' and a. long as they 
..,en·c the ad\'ancing ne ·cl.., of human 
Ii [ . ( .1 l To nurture the pirit oi 
ho1 f ulness among men,- for rc­
lig-ion alon, can proclaim the dognn 
of human prngn·..,s and the Yaluc of 
human ideals, and ( 4) to re. ist u11-

int<.'ll ig<.'11l. t111i11 immed chan~c in 

the n.·al111'.-> 111 lia .... ic hu111an rclati<111-
. hip . '.->llch a .... the hc111H:, n1arria~e. 
sc:--.. sta11darcb, de., ·u1cl tn ad as a 
balance wheel when 11t·w and un­
rectitied thcorie throw mankind 
into great i11tclkct11al rn111111otion. 

Religion and Justice 
).;o\\', one may agn· • with the\.' 

th • or not. n ma\· he rdi 0 iou . ~ 

or not. Religion ha:-; had its pro-
ponents and opponent . incc th h ·­
ginning and will rnntinue to h:i.,'C 
them until th<.' t·1HI. Hut \vhat shall 
\\'e sav of ~Ir. ;\Jorn,\\'\ new way . . 

of ans\\·erin.~· the argument. f re-
ligion? The fir. t . tat ment that 
religion champions th ' spiritual 
vcr. u. the material Yie"· of th uni­
ver: • i: counter d \\'ith a dramatic 
outcry. twire repeated. lest th full 
cru hinR force of it h lo:t on the 
reader : ''\\'hat doe your ,od do?" 
You :cc, the ::\fcnor~1h hoy. will not 
p rmit e,·cn (;od to haYe~ a hand in 
''running the . how." hort of run­
ning- the uniY r. e JOCI r ally ha-, 
nothing- to cl . uni . .- it i. to watch 
m·er fools. a. thf' P~almi:t . ug-g . t . 

fy second tatcm nt i. pa. eel 
o\'er in . ilencc. Th third i. 
an. \\'Cr d hy declaring that th r 
arc ath i. t and Bol~h \·iks who are 
hopeful fello,\ . , and the fourth is 
interpreted a a . op to the president 
of m,· c ng-reg-ation. who would he 
d r ad fu llv • h,;ckcd if h di . covered 
that r ligion fayored change .... 

But it i on the two e av , ''Th 
Church and ocial J ll . tice" and 
"The ' hurch and \\'orld eacc'' 
that the critic realh- \TnL hi . hile. 
The paper ''The liurrh and . oci~I 
Ju tice" wa. fir t cleliYcr d b ·fore 
the Xational ·011ferc11c • of .'ocial 
\York in 1<)26. In it l attempt cl to 
cl fine the fundamental attitud • of 
organized religion to th prob! •111-, 

of :o ial ju.tin.· . ( ·iearly, only tht' 
central the. ~ could h . tatecl. not 
th ir detailed appli ation to ,. r\' 
po. sihl' contingency in the co­
nomic tielcl. I took the po!-ition of 
th econ mic liberal. Thi p ition 
i damned bY ::\Ir. ::\Iorr w a "Th 
old midclle-~1f-the-road to:h- when 
th re i:n 't a middl f th road.'' 

uch i~ the ipsc di.rit of this 11 ·, 
oracl . the late:-,t addition to th' 
. af •t,·-fir:t, lon" -cli tanrc nol he\'il· 

rom;;ncer. in c1~1r land. 
nut d ricleclh- there i. a middle 

nf the ruad a11d l chrn1-,e to follow 
it. I lad the rritir tak ·11 th trotthk 
to rt.'acl l11rther «111 111 Ill\' hook in ­
...,tead oi :-,topping \\'ht·11 iic though. 
he had cnnngh amnnmiticm for hi ... 
harragc. he ,,·nttld ha n· rimw upon 
a 1kti11iti1,n and a dl'll'll"l' of thi-, 
wn middle ui t hl' road which tlw 
tT11;10111ir lil,nal rhcu1 t', to take: 

"l'lw lil1t'ral lien· \\ ill ha,c a hard 
r11;td tc, traH·l. Iii \\.t\ 111u-,t al 
\\'a\· lit' tht· groping \\il _,. tht.' \\:IY 

11i t•,pt·ri11H·11t;1tic111. rc>111pn,1ni...,c and 
111rnlcrat ic>11 t IH' arrtt. t1111wd ,,·a,· of 
prngn·. s. I le ha.., JH> ..,imp!' ·and 
appealing inrnmla 111) panar a for 
all t'l't>lHlmir ill.... 11 j..., phil<N>ph_,· 
mu-,t ah, ay lit· tlw unlwroi phi­
In ophy of tlw half loaf, rather than 
the t·,trt't11i-,(..., phil<hophy oi tlw 
wh11le c>r 1111thing. I le will lw 
da11111cd alike liv racliral and re ­
act irn1an . ... I :tit the liberal' wa\' 
i-, IH' \'t:rt lwlcs. the . u 1-c \\'a \' 1; i 
-.11cial sal\'ation.'' • 

:\Jr. :\Iorrnw would han· you hc­
licn· th;1t the author oi "l{el~gion in 
a Ch:u1gin.~ \\ mid" i .... a def ndcr 
oi the pn•-,cnt ccrn10111ic sy-,tem in 
folo. including all of ih palt'nt ·vib. 
.\c ording-1~ lw quotes from the 

'·TJw h11rch mti...t ri . ;thmT thl' 
prt·\ aknt l'Conomir srskm. It 1 m 
not attl'IIJ)>t in dc,l 1·ri11air • fa...,hio11 
ti> ...,ul1:-.t ituh' ;umt lwr \. tl'lll for it." 
and h slop· d ·ad • right thcre. 
E,·idrnth- hl' did nnt ha\'C.' \\ ind 
cnough ·ldt to gn on t the \'Cr\' 

n • ·t rnlencr: ".'cit h r hould ft 
commit it elf to the rol • of defend r 
and apolo,g ist of tire cxi ting sys­
tc111." Price le ", i n 't it? .... 

El.e\\ here in th .. av on the 
"( ·1mrch and . ocial Tu. ti'· " I de­
fine the role of th<' ('httr h in the 
iolln\\'ing term : 

For Advanced Social Legislation 
"It lllll.l labor for a ·ocial recon­

. truction \\·hich ,,·ill afford all men 
a l>rtter chance of <·curitv and 
happine • . The church must . um­
mon it" adherent.... tn a clo. c . enmity 
11i orial ill. It 1111ht !-limulate r ·­
-,carch a1~.I inquiry into their p .. i­
hlc n·medic.. lt mu-,t place the 
-,ocial r<.'spnthil>ility ior amcliorat­
in;...: the. e rnndil ion ..,qu:ircly upon 
the ...,J10ulcler .... of it den>t c . . ... 
Tt must Yoicr the maximum id al­
i. m oi lifr. calling for a condition 
of . ori ty in which man will at all 
tim<". he: primary. and the atisfac­
t io11 of J,j..., legitim;-it • n td ttp ·rior 
tn profit or the accumulation of 
\\'Calth. in which r ward.., \,·ill he 
co11111w11 . uralc with . ervicr. and in 
which 11« IIH' hall partakC' of ..,,Kial 
gum).., \\ h11 dot·:-. 1111t cunlriliutc t11 

th" ...,ucial \\ eal." 

I i11diratt· tht' t-r111111111ic j]I..., with 
\\ hich the ( 'l1t1rch c>1tght tn r11mTrtl 
itsl'li rontinunu~h·: 

"l .11tC1ld milli,;1,.... ,ttl' :-lanl'd Ii\' 

pm erty and ph) . ically and :-.pirituai­
ly draint'd Ii~ c,plnitatinn . ~Iillinn.; 
11i rhildn·11 an" lin,ke11 1q11111 tlw 
\\ ht'l'I, 11i i11d11 tn· Tht' l1urdt ·11" 
of ottr l'l'«111c1111ic ~,rclt-r liv llt'a\'il\' 
11p1111 thl' sh11ulcll'r.., 11i ,111r w,1111:11i' 
h11nd . Tl1l' dn ·, tcl ,,i 111H·111plll~ 111t·11t, 
()!cl a:...:l' and di:--aliilil\· han :_: likl· :1 

pall ,1,n tlH· \\'t1rki11:...: rla ....... l •. •• 

' I 11 lllt' a11d "111,· kind" tlJt'..,l' an· 
11111 lll<'rt' ,, 11r<I~. llltTl' •·111ural 

111ag1r. Thl'~ pcii11t ti, a ddinitc 
program of art in 11 . . 'i11gh and r11l ­
lvrtin·h· 111am· ni th 11:n l' illr \ ' t':11·.., 

attc111picd, i11· our :.,:i, t ' ll -,phe~·c of 
inllm·nn·. tC1 giH· t·1111rrl'tt' e,1wt·s­
...,i1Jn to t Ill' e icll'al . I 11 pur:-.uit o( 
thl'lll snnw 11f u..., ha,·t· ht'l ' ll branded 
agitatc1r..., and radical ..... t'pithd • quite 
the nppn...,ite «1f th<i...t· \\'hirh :\Ir 
-:\l<1rrnw would pin 1111 u.... \\ ' c> 
han· championed mam a prnj('d of 
ach·ancccl . llt'ial k:...:i lat inn . \ \' c 
h:t\<' ic>11ght ior tlw 111i11inrnm wa:_:c, 
\\c>rkn1t·11· rnlll]>l'lls:tli«>n. child 
labor lq.~i...,Jati1111, 11lcl :t!-,'.t' pt·11-;i1111~. 
t11H·111pl, 1~ n1t·11l i1i...11r;11irt·. t ht· rig ht 
oi rollt-cti\l' h;tr~ai11i11g a11d a!,!ai11:-.t 
the ''nll11\\' do;..:" rontrart and thl' 
al11i-,t: oi Ill(' i111t111rti<111. 

\Ian_,. 11f 111,· colll'ag11t·:- ha,<• 
cha111pio11t'cl ..,trikl' in \\'hirh the in 
[('r -,ts oi labor \\'ere im·olvC'd and 
111 \\'hich i11llt1l'nt i;d 11wmlwr • of 
thl'ir congregation were irn·oh· ·d 
a l'lllplo) er.... . < hH· pn onal rd ·r­
e11t-e ma,· lw pardo1wd. lfrn·11tly 
"( 'hun:li :\lanage11w11l," a ( 'hri tian 
n:11g1nu-. pt·riodiral ptthli hl'cl in 
( 'kn·la11d, in a re, iew uf Ill\' hook. 
de ·Jared : "\\'hile hri t1an mini -
ter. an· cl ·bating a111011µ:- the111..,(·l\'e 
\\'hl'lht'r or not it i • 0 ood -,trat '"\' 

:-,., ,-.,J 

to . )K.':tk out in labor cli'.->JHlte . lfalihi 
.'iln•r ..,peak. and thl' rit! Ii .... t( ' lh. ·• 

To i11 .... i11uate th T ·ior '. a . does .:\Ir. 
.:\forro\\', that all that Ral>bi do in 
the matter of . orial ju ... ti·c i · to 
"ttttt.'r bromide . " i - to . tan cl self­
acru ...,l'cl t'ithn oi 1g11ora11rc· or 
11H·nclarit , . or both. 

A Dose of Their Own Medicine 
\lv (·...,..,a,·. "Th<' ('l111rch and 

\ \' ori<l J > •at:·" ern·. :,\Ir. \ I 01-rm\' 
a. an 'X ·u . e to helahnr m ' and 111,· 

rolkai.tues 011 our \\'ar n·cord~. 
This i. a fa\'orit • pa~tim • oi tlw 
>.f norah Tournal. In the :\Ian:h. 
J(JJ], isu·, of thl' lottrnal. all th· 
prominent ral,l>i \,:ho wl're acti\' , 
in the \\'ar a: chaplain or a 
prirnt • citiz ·11-, an· inglc·<I out hy 
11am and emmwrat<"d in a tcrri h·­
ing 11<·w Hlark I .i t all till' r:ilihi , 
t'\.Cl')>t tho t· who art' 1lll till' l\11ar·l 
,,f th· ~h·11onh Journal or who an· 



contributing- financially to it. The e 
latter are immune, and it is the only 
way by which one may 0 ain im­
munity from the currilou attack 
of tht • Journal. T ncidcntally, one 
notices with amazem ·nt that not one 
con:ervativc rabbi is included in 
thi: Black Li t. ere there no 
army chaplain am ng them? . . . 
Have con ervative rabbis been 
·pared bccau e they ar more o-ener­
ou in relieving the Journal of it 
chronic impecunio. ity or be au ·e 
they are le s religiou a ~Jr. 
~l rro, urrg t el ewhere? . . . 

The Rabbi (Reform) are raked 
over the coal for not havino- been 
pacifi t <lurino- the \\' ar. One 
wonder why the '·pacifi t ' ~Ien­
orah itself wa silent durin<Y the 
\ ar. The Ienorah Journal was 
founded in 1915. \Vhy did not this 
"po t-bellum pacifi t" Journal have 
anything to say in it columns about 
the \Var while the \\"ar wa going 
on ? \ \ hy did it wait fourteen years 
before it found its voice to speak, 
and then not in contrition and or­
row. hut in bitter denunciation of 
thers who were al o caught up in 

the mael trom of " ar enthusia m 
and believed that it ·was a war for 
democracy and a war to end war? 

\ \"here wa the Editor-in- hie£ 
of the Menorah Journal, hancellor 
Hurwitz. in 1917? \\ a he perhaps 
a con.scientious objector, languish­
ing- in pri on for hi pacifi t views? 
, 1o. gentle reader. Read what fol­
low. and weep. 

In October, 1917, fr. Henry 
Hurwitz wrote in the Menorah 
Journal: 

''If for merica now in common 
with the re t of the world the great 
7.ttar is a war for the preservation of 
democracy, then the very life-breath 
of the 1\Ienorah movement i at 
take .... The ~Ienorah Orcraniz,l­

tion i called upon-not lukewarmly 
in platonic loyalty to a faraway 
ideal, but for ab olute elf-pre erva­
tion,-to enter the li t and help in 
tlie struggle for l1uma11 freedom. 
Though an organization like ours 
cannot clothe itself in khaki and re­
pair to the firing line-for it 
hroade. t ervice mu t be of another 
kind-it 1s worth statincr that 
:\[ norah men individually have 
rallied to th color in large num­
ber . Even la t princr there was 
hardly a 1\I norah meeting in any 
J art of th country without the 
g nerou pre ence of member in 
khaki .... \\"e may be confident 
that whether a officer or in th 
rank , .JI cnorah 111e11 ,z •ill give the 
account of tliemsc/7.•es that is ex­
pected of oil 11f>sto11di11g American 
)'Olffll.,, 

"The Maccabean Summons'' 
ln the l) ccmber, 1 17, i 'SUC of 

the Journal. ).lr. Henry Hurwitz in 
hi exalted entlrn ia m f r the 
\ \ 'ar actuallv waxe.· homikticaL 
quite in the· :tyle f the l 1ahhi. 
\\'hom he o heartily d spi. cs. The 
article i the leadino- on in that 
i ue and i entitl cl, "The :\Iacca­
ha an ummon ., ,'' In it \\' arc told 
that: 

"The g-1: at world- trug_glc in 
which . m nca i: now a:summg . o 
important a rol • has an xtraorcli­
nary parallel in Jewish IIi . tory. 
Tw nty centurie ago a \Yilhrlm 
Hohenzollern whose Greek name 
was .\ntiochu. J•,piphane. attempted 
to dominate the world and to im­
po ·e hi: lw/turc over all people . 
Th littl l r chrew nation alone. in­
spired by ~Iattathias and brilliantly 
led by Juda. th Hamm r. chal­
lenged th overwhelming- mili­
tary p wer. \,Vith unexampled valor 
and . trategy a . mall citizen army 
fought on th, hills and field. f 
Pale tine again:t the train cl I gion­
aire of the ancient Pru: ' ian ..... o 
now. by the dream-lik romance of 
histOr\', Puritan and Jlehrew re­
ere :!-> • the :ea-, f mm . \ merica to 
Europe, and e,· 11 to the \'en· . 'ene 
of th ancient :'.\fa cahaean . tru<rg-) ·, 
to sm•e anew those lw111aJ1 rig/its 
a11d ideals that tl,e H cbrr'i.\' Prop/,('(~ 
preorl,ed and the .llacral1aca11 
soldiers prcsrn.•cd.'' 

l n a :peecl1 deliver ·d hcfor • the 
~.Juinquennial Convention of the 
.:\Ienorah \: ·ociation h ld in De­
cember 1917, and publi hed in the 
).lenorah Journal. February, 19V, 
l\Ir. Hurwitz again i <Y]owincr in hi 
enthu. iasm for the \ \' ar: 

"\Ye live in tirrino- times. The 
first duty of tl,c JI e11orah men is to 
figl,t, figf,t for tl,e principles for 
7t•hich all our . lilies ore fighti11~. 
The ).Ienorah men haye not be~n 
backward in that. ur rank tocla 
are depleted becau ·e the army o·f 
~I enorah men who hav an. wered 
'The :\Iaccabaean ummon in the 
straighte t way." ... 

It i: this elf-same Hurwitz "·ho 
now indulges him elf. vicariou ly, 
through the writing of hi editorial 
staff, in neer. at Rabhi who had 
the ame attitude toward the \ \ . ar 
that he him elf had. 

\\'c now know where 1Ir. Hur­
witz wa during the \\"ar. \\"here 
wa ~Ir. Felix :'.\Iorrow? He ·wa 
el ven year old \\'h n the nited 
, tat entered the \\'orld \\ ar and 
he wa probably doing hi bit to 
help win the \ Var by in<Yin<r th 
,'tar pano-]ed Banner at the head 
of hi • cla. in cho 1. ... 

. \nd \\ here wa. the "l ◄:ld ·r uf 
Zion "- that courag ou: gcntl men 
\\·horn ''\\'lw Do the Heathen 
Ha~)e ?" l art . nc. clro,·c into pro­
tective anonymity? l Tc. too, gentle 
reader \\'.t too young to bear arm 

On Two Blacklist 
Jt requir . a particular brand of 

"Y iddi. he Chuzpah" for such a 
group to . d it:elf up a: judge. and 
critic· of other men. 

The Hahhi • of .\mcrica are not 
a!->hamcd of an cnthu:iasm that \.\',h 

.~ enuine ancl of a h pe that prm·ed 
\ 'a111. Th \' did not advocate the 
\\ 'ar. L·nt1\ the very la. t nearly all 
of them opposed it. \\"lwn \\"ar 
,v~h d clarcd th y w re rnnfronted 
\\·ith a t rrihle fail acrompli. 
\\"hat could th \' do? The\' were 
not conscie11tio~1: ohject01:s and 
Judai~m i: not a pacifi t religion. 
They prriorm cl th clutie. \\'hich 
\\'Cre required of th m to the he.' t 
of their ability. lt i. the grosse "t 
infamy to sugg-e t that: "You 
Rabbi: \\'hooped up th • \ \ . ar to nd 
\\ 'ar- \\'ith the wor. t of them, and 
hated your German neighbor hard 
enough to . uit an~, hundred-per­
center." They did not hate their 
Cerman neig·l;hors . They dicl not 
preach hate. They hoped. along 
with 1uillion: of 1)thLr lJ , pie. both 
here and ahroad.- th , "intellectuals'' 
included- that the \\ ar would he 
th' la. t of w1>rld war.. and th y 
re. oln·cl to clo their utmost in th·e 
i utur t help <le ·tr y th war ma­
chine. 

Imm diately after the \\ ar, we 
joined hand with mini. ter of other 
denomination. and with laymen, in 
org-anizcd ffort to brin~· about a 
just international peace. \Ve labore<l 
for the creation of in trumentalitie 
for th' amicable adjustment of in-­
ternational di pute . \ e advocated 
the \Yorlcl ourt, the outlawry of 
\ \ 'ar and di. armament. \\ e have 
h en oppo:ing- military trainino- in 
:chonls. \\ 'e arc continuallv en­
deavoring· to edurat our rieopl . 
'speciallv the Youth, into the real 
meaning· of patrioti:m and the real 
cau:--e: of war. 

For my own peac, activities I 
haY h en honor d ln· the D . . \. R. 
in being placed on 1t , TI!ack Li t 
even a!-> the ::\I norah Tournal ha 
placed me on its Black LL t f r my 
war actiYitie .... 

Th que tion th n remain : "\\ hy 
do th Heathen Ra ere?" The 
an:w r i. : "\\'hat el e could they 
do?' 

II a Ying- fail cl to b ome a m ve­
ment. ::\I norah ha now become a 
canclal . heet . . . . 




