
 
Abba Hillel Silver Collection Digitization Project 
Featuring collections from the Western Reserve Historical Society and 

The Jacob Rader Marcus Center of the American Jewish Archives 

 
 
  

Western Reserve Historical Society                 American Jewish Archives 
10825 East Boulevard, Cleveland, Ohio 44106 3101 Clifton Avenue, Cincinnati, Ohio 45220 
(216) 721-5722                                                 (513) 487-3000 
wrhs.org                                                         AmericanJewishArchives.org 

 
MS-4787: Abba Hillel Silver Papers, 1902-1989. 

Series V: Writings, 1909-1963, undated. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Reel     Box         Folder  
         175           64           275 
 
 

Present Day literature of despair, 1931. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



... ,. ,, . ...... . . 
I 1, l Cct~ll tllltt 

~ -
on_gre_gation 

4 00 A 0 BouLe:VAR0 

DR. Lours L. MANN . R BBi 

JANUARY 1 . 1930 



Religious Service 
Sundaq morning. Januarq 4th, l 93 l 

l l :00 o'clock 

Dr. ffiann 

will preach on 

Counterfeit Liberalism 



RELlqlOUS SCHOOL 
..All of the Departments of the Religious School ~ Prima y, lnt rmedidte, 

High School and norm I, will re ... o en on Saturda4 dnd Sundal], JanuarlJ 3rd 
and 4th 

THE HOilORABLE LAOlJ Ll lJ monTA~U 
London, Eng nd 

will be the guest of hono and speak r at a ioi l l ting oj th Ch1cago Section 
national Council of Jewish IDomen, and Temple Sisterhoods of Chicago which will 
take place on UJednesdal}, Januarq 1th, c1t 1:30 o'clock, at Sinai Temple. There will 
be music. .A reception to Lady ffiontagu will follow at the Center. 

Cfhere will be a meeting of the Officers and Board of Directors of the Sinai 
Temple Sisterhood at the Center on ffiondalJ morning, JanuartJ 5th, at 10:00 o'clock, 



fmil <i. ~it!ir ! J ntrr 
Rabbi Abba Hillel S"luc \ Cleveland 

will speak on 

PRESENT DAlJ LITERATURE OF DESPAlR 
ls Pessimism the Ilew Tiote of O r Scientific Age? 

ffiondaq Evening! Januarq 5th, at 8~ 15 o'clock 

SlilAl ffiEfi'S CLUB 
Keep UJednesdaq evening, Januarq 14th open. i.An interesting 

program will be qiven. 

SlilAl JUillOR COilGRE~ATlOil 
Dr ffiann will discu s qalesroorth1j's "Loqalties".--And Jewish Ethics, at the 

next meeting of the Sinai Junior Congregation to be held Sunda1J euening, Januarq 
4 h. at 7:30 o'clock. al 124 Ken cod Avenue, Apt 3. 
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tEntH Qt iftr.erl1 Qlrutrr 
1.Grrtur.e .Assnrtattnu 

S. D . Schwartz, Executive Director 

ltlrogrnm 1930 - 1931 

8:15 o'clock 

at j&iuai '<IletnpJe 

TICKETS 

Membership, admitting one to the 
entire course of 18 lectures 

Admission to single lecture 

$3.75 

. . 50 

A Program of Music will precede each lecture 

1 •••••••••••••••••••••••••• , ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ______ _ 



FOREWORD 

Do you know and can you intelligently di. cus;: the lat . t thought regai·ding the following ubjec s :nclud cl in th un:urpas ed program offered by the Emil G. Hir. ch ent r? -

RELIGIO A. D :\!ODER LIFE 
PROHIBITIO 
THE VAST PHEA VAL I I DIA 
ZIO ISM - THE CLASH BETWEE JEW 

A. D ARAB IN P ALESTI TE 
BIRTH CO TROL 
THE H D A D l\IEr TAL HEALTH 
SCIE. E A D l\IODER LIFE 
CE T ORS HIP A TD THE LA w 

EA YARNS BY A !ODER "PIRATE'' 
LITERAT RE AND PESSIMISl\1 
THE PHILO OPHERS .i. D MA KI D 
~IODER r LIFE A D PROGRESS 
UNEl\1PLOYl\1E T :-ITS SOCIAL IG-IFI A CE 

THE DRAMA AS A MIRROR OF LIFE 
THE JEW A~ D S RVIV AL 
THE I FL E E OF TWO CIVILIZATIO .... 

P01 0 TE IA 
MARRIAGE A D PSYCHOLOGY 
R IA AFTER TWELVE YEARS OF BOL-

IIEVI 1 

Can you afford to mi.. hearing o gr at an aggregation of thinl· rs as will di cus the above "'ubjects? Each is renown d for out tanding 1 ad 1-_ hip in hi.· or her own field of work. Eighte n programs ar off red at the nominal o t of 3.73, or le. than twenty-two cent for each. 
COUR E TICKET WILL BE I UE D I THE ORDER OF REQUE T RECEIVED. 



EMIL G. HIRSCH CENTER 
LECTURE ASSOCIATION SCHEDULE 

Season 1930-1931 
October 20-SYMPOSIUM: 

HAS RELICIO OUTLIVED ITS SEF L ESS} 
Rev. Preston Bradley-No 

Peoples Liberal Church, Chicago 
Rabbi Nathan Krass-No 

Temple Immanuel New York 
Prof. A. J. Carlson-Yes 

University of Chicago 
Rev. John H. Dietrich-Yes 

Minneapolis 
October 27-DEBATE: Arthur Garfield Hays, New York, 

vs. U. S. Senator Brookhart, Iowa 
SHOULD THE ElCHTEE TH AME DMENT BE 
REPEALED} 

November 3-Dr. John Haynes Holmes, New York 
CA DHI A D I DIA 

November 10-DEBATE: Maurice Samuel, New York, v11. 
Kirby Page, ew York 
JEW OR R B-WHO HA A BETTER RICI IT TO 
PALEST) D 

ovember 17-DEBATE: Dr. Louis L. Mann, Sinai Temple, 
vs. Rev. Canon William Sheafe Chase, New York 
BIRTH CO TROL--} 

November 24-Dr. Abraham Myerson, New York 
OUR FEARS- ORMAL AND AB ORMAL 

December I-DEBATE: Prof. T. V. Smith, University of 
Chicago, vs. Prof. A. Eustace H ydon, U. of C. 
CAN MA LIVE BY SCIE CE ALO E} 

December 8-Channing Pollock, ew York 
CA L W MAKE US GOOD} 

December 15-Count Felix Von Luckner, Germa ny 
MOR E TALES OF ADV E TURE BY THE 0 'SE DEVIL'" 

J a nuary 5-Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver, Cleveland 
PRESE T DAY LITERATURE OF DESPAIR- IS PES

IMISM THE E\V OTC OF OUR SCIENTIFIC AGD 
January 12-Hendrik W. Van Loon, Holland 

LAUGH! G PHILOSOPHERS-THE THI KERS LOOK 
AT MA Kl D 

January 19-Will Durant, New York 
IS PROGRESS A DELUS IO } 

January 26-Prof. Jerome Davis, Yale University 
THE TRAGEDY OF U E 1PLOYML T 

February 2-Miss Frances Homer, New York 
DRAMATIC RECITAL: 
Sunday School-Unabridged-
Southern Girl in a College Dorm.,-Mayflower
A Cup of Tea- Dress Rehearsa l 

February 9-James Waterman Wise, New York 
SH LL THE JEW DISAPPEAR} 

February 16-B ta lbn LoBagola, Africa 
AN AFRICA BUSHMAN-The Story of Hi Life and 
Adventures 

February 23-Dr. Samuel D. Schmalhausen, New York 
A PSYCHOLOGIST LOOKS AT LOVE A ' D MARRIAGE 

March 2-Maurice Hindus, New York 
WORLD THAT NEVER \V S 



October 20 

SYMPOSIUM 
HAS RELIGION OUTLIVED ITS 

USEFUL ESS? 
Rev. Pre ton Bradley-No 

Peoples Liberal Church, Chicago 
Rabbi Nathan l{rass-No 

Temple Emanuel, New York 
Prof. . J. Carl on-Yes 

University of Chicago 
Rev. John H. Dietrich-Ye 

:\linneapolis 
It has b come common to find people train d 

. ci ntifically who b lieve that religion has outlived 
·ts u.efulne: and that in the com· e of time it will 
take il. place with other up rstitions of the pa. t. 
Rabbi Krass, one of the leaders of T mple Emanuel, 

• w York'. greatest synagogue, is among the 
great orator of America. Hi wide learning and 
Ploquence make him an admirable debater. Dr. 
Carlson is prof es. or and chairman of the depart
ment of physiology at the nive1· ity of Chicago. 
Although reared in hi youth in an orthodox re
ligious atmosphere, he ha pouscd the cause of 
cit•nc wholeheart dly. A a scientist, he ha. 

made ome exceedingly impo1·tant contribution. 
to his field of tudy. Dr. Pre ton Dradl y 
i mini ter of the People' Liberal Church of 
Chkago. Ili ministry reminds one of day of the 
pa~t wh n gr at teacher. formed their own uni
v •r.-iti s. His dynamic energy, his fea1·lessness, 
his virile oratory, hi. power to sway his audiences 
to high r solution and to sympathy with hi. 
thought, rank him with the great master of ora
torical pow r. Dr. Dietrich one of the mo t bril
liant mind of our time, i the noted Pa tor of th 
First 'nitarian Soci ty of Minneapolis. Professor 
Harry Elm r Barnes p ak of him a having 
formulated b tter than an:von el what a mod rn 
P rson may or may not b iieve. Dr. Dietrich is the 
author of "The Religion of the Skeptic," "Sub ti
t~tc., for th, Old B lief ," "The Religion of Evolu
tion,' and "From Star Du t to Soul." His platform 
presenc , hi. per onal magneti m, and hi o!ator-
1cal pow r • ar . uch as t mak anv di cu 10n of 
hi an intern, ly fa. cinating and thi·illing episod • 
To hear th e four giant of the mind in verbal 
combat will be an uniciu ducational exp rience. 



October 27 

United States Senator Brookhart, Iowa 
vs. 

Arthur Garfield Hays, New Y01·k 
DEBATE-SHOULD THE EIGHTEE TH 

A '.IE DME T BE REPEALED? 

Prohibition is one of the major problem of our 
time. Said Pre ident Hoover, "Our country has 
deliberately undertaken a great social and co
nomic experim nt, noble in motive and far reach
ing in purpose. It mu t be worked out construc
tively." Whether this "expe1·im nt" can be worked 
out "constructively" is a matt r which ha b en 
the cause of violent partisan opinion. The 1· p al 
of th Eighteenth Amendm nt, und r which the 
Prohibition Law has become operative, is the obj c
tive of a great number of people in various s ctions 
of our country. It is firmly beli ved by many that 
Prohibition can never be enforced b cause it pen -
trates a field that the common law nev r used to 
reach, the question of morality which formerly wa:a: 
treated by such agencies a the home and the 
church. That Prohibition has had a close relation
~hip to crime wav s and gangster rule in our citie , 
there can be no doubt. Senator Brookhart is a firm 
believer in Prohibition and it enforcement. In 
pite of his liberal views on many of the great 

issue debated on the floor of the nited States 
Senate, he has e poused the cause of Prohibition 
because he beli ves it to be one of the great ocial 
reforms of our generation. He has made his 
powerful influence felt in the delib ration of the 
Senate. Mr. Hays, who mad so highly favorable 
an impre ion on the Sinai platform last season is 
one of the great lib ral lawyers of our land. He 
fought bigotry and ignorance with Darrow in the 
Scop s trial uppre ion in Bo ton in the sale of 
Mencken' "Mercury," stupid censorship of the 
. tage in ew York, hatr d and race pr ju<lice iu 
Detroit in the famous Sweet case; and he prot sted 
vainly against the execution of the two Italian 
laborer condemned to death in Boston. His wide 
experiences and fine platform manner make his 
discussion of any question related to fr dom a 
memorable event. To hear these two notable men 
in debat will be a thrilling xperience. 



November 3 

Dr . .John Hayne Holme , New York 

GA DHI A D I r DI 

The ituation in India i one which has a dir ct 
and vital bea1·ing on the future relation hi p of ~ 
Eastern and Western civilizations becaus the in
fecti on of A iatic re i tance to E uropean domina
tion i extending to all subject peoples. India i-: 
aflam with r rnlt. It has taken the promise of 
war-inflamed tate men to grant "national self
determination" eriously, and refuses to ubmit 
to foreign dictation any longer. Under a aintly 
1 ader, 'lahatma Gandhi, it is offering the world 
the spectacle of a new mode of revolt - non
violence. Tevcr before has a whole people given 
su~h a superb example of the inesistible pow r of 
th spirit. The will of the people of India is being 
asserted not by force and not by might, but thru 
the dynamic force of the national soul. When in
vited to peak again, after an absence of threP 
y ars from the Sinai platform, Dr. Holme re-
ponded, "I want to lecture at Sinai on one subject 

-namely, Gandhi and India! I am following event 
clo ely, am in touch with Gandhi's lieutenants, am 
r ceiviw,· w kly di. patches from the Congre .. -
authorities and am really interest d in nothing 
else." Thi flaming retort is characteristic of the 
man who c . pirit has be n an ardent flare in the 
torchlight proce:sion of America for more than 
l wo decade.,. He ha. ucceeded in uniting the 
passion of the proph t with the fiery ardor and 
devotion of the warrior who would lead men to 
the higher reaches of the spirit. Wherever men 
have cri d out in anguish and bit terness of spirit 
because of their affiictions, this apostle of love and 
fellow. hip has not for a moment he itated to grasp 
"the flaming word of righteousness" to bring 
succor and balm to the afTiicted. Dr. Holmes plat
form power and ma. tery of ubject will afford a 
hrill ing vening. 



November 10 

Maurice Samuel, New York 
V • 

Kirby Page, New York 
DEBATE: JEW OR ARAB-WHO HA A 

BETTER RIGHT TO PALEST! E? 
Pale tin has been the cradle of th J w. Th re 

th J w found the inspiration of hL hop s and 
upon that land he lavish d the ardor of his d votion 
and the deepest love of his heart. But th re, also, 
the Arab found a home for om thirt n c nturies. 
In the light of hi tory, which p opl ha. a bett r 
claim to the land-a land wher in a focu s for its 
culture might be fre ly d velop d? This is a 
seriou ly crucial question, which, if an. wered 
again t the Jew as do certain Arab I ad r. , would 
make Zioni m an utterly futile and meaning! ss 
movement. Maurice Samuel, who will espous the 
Jewi h cau , i an authority on thi. ubj ct. He 
.·nows Palestine, having visit d the land fr quently 
and written an authoritative book concerning his 
observation . He is pas ionat ly devoted to the 
c::i.use of Zionism. A man of deep learning and pro
found insight into the culture of th past and pre -
ent day, a novelist and publicist, he is withal a 
fiery orator, capable of holding and in. pi ring an 
audience with his own dynamic and forceful per
sonality. Kirby Page is a scholar who has an 
appr ciative under tanding of the significant 
force. of our time. Editor of "Th World Tomor
row," he has been and is in touch with nearly all 
the greate. t p rsonalities of the day. He is the 
author of ten volumes and innum rable pamphl ts 
on international . ocial and r ligiou ~ qu stion . 
Nearly 700,000 copies of hi s books and pamphlet s 
have been . old. Ile has cro sed th ocean ight en 
tim s and ha visited thirty-five foreign countri . , 
including Pale tine. While Kirby Page is in sym
pathy with the aspirations of the Jew in his hi. -
toric horn land, he neverthele :; feels that th 
Arab's claim to Palestine i valid and worthy of 
consideration. Widely read, widely trav l cl, and 
of varied experience, he brings to the platform the 
gifts of both thinker and p r ua ive p ak r. 
To har in a debate such as Maurie Samuel and 
I'irby Pag will stage i to share in an unique 
cultural experienc . 



November 17 

Rev. Canon ,villiam Sheafe Cha e. 
New York 

vs. 
D1·. Louis L. Mann, Sinai Temple, Chicago 

DEBATE-BIRTH CONTROL-? 
"Ye ," ay Rabbi :Mann-"No," says Rev. Cha e 

Public di cussion of Birth Control still arouse 
the righteou and frighten the faint of heart. 
Championship of this subject helped oust Dr. C. C. 
Little from the p1·esidency of the University of 
Michigan. The great conference of the Anglican 
bishops held at Lambeth Palace, England, recently, 
under the chairmanship of the Archbishop of Can
terbury, revealed the situation. The attitude of re
ligion towards birth control is central to the whole 
movement, because it is religion that sanctions 
standards of belief and conduct which might help 
to carry these beliefs into action. Two outstanding 
religious leaders have been asked to present their 
conflicting viewpoints. Both men are noted for 
their advocacy of social reform and their uncom
promising stand on great moral issues. Dr. Cha e 
occupies an unique place in the world of reform. 
He is president of the New York Civic League, a 
member of the board of director s of the Lord's 
Day Alliance of the United States, the Society for 
the Prevention of Crime, and the Federation of 
Churches of Greater ew York, as well as general 
secretary of the Federnl Motion Picture Council of 
~merica, Inc., and superintendent of the Interna
tional Reform F deration of Washington, D. C. He 
is also rector of Christ Episcopal Chm·ch of Brook
lyn, New York. Dr. l\1ann, Sinai's illustrious leader, 
is an out poken adherent of birth control. He sees 
clearly the relationship of thi movement to th 
problems of Unemployment, War, Immigration. 
Poverty, Child Labo1·, the Slums, and general 
maladjustment. He voices his views in concise 
and no uncertain words, which make his pre enta
tion of authoritatiYe value. There can be no 
doubt whatever that this dual discussion by 
noteworthy religious leaders will prove a contribu
tion to the hurch's stand on this moot que~tion. 



November 24 

Dr. Abraham Myer on, New York 

UR FEARS- ORl\IAL .-\ D All OR IAL 

Ev ry individual, normal or abnormal, i. . ubj ct 
to fear. of one . ort or another. Som f ar tlw 
dark, oth rs fear the futur , whil th r st have 
a thousand and one name le. s f ar.. These f ars 
are, without doubt, the determining factors of suc
ce . or failur in life and the con. equent position 
in the . ocial group of which th individual is a 
part. Happines and sati. faction in lif for 01w's 
sdf and family are <let rmin d by the success 
achi ved. To h ar Dr. Abraham Myerson, one of 
the gr atest p ychiatrists in Am rica, di cus: a 
ubj ct of such vital significanc' to an under
tanding of one's self, is to have a pric l s oppor

tunity of hearing a ma t r. Dr. l\Iy rson is a 
graduat of Tuft College M di al School of Bo -
ton and is devoting himself to th practic of 
n urology and psychiatry. He is senior neurologi t 
at th Bo. ton ity and Beth Israel Ho pitals, 
director of research at the Bo. ton tat Ho pital, 
and psychiatrist in the D partment of 1\lental 
Disea es for th Commonwealth of 1\lassachu. tts. 
He is also a member of ev ry national s ciety con
cerned with medicine and ,vith n rvou and mental 
di ease . Dr. :i\Iyerson has taught at Harvard 
}1edical School and now hold the chair of Pro
f ssor of • eurology at Tufts Iedical School. His 
main res arch interests have be n the inheritanc 
of mental diseases, the study of f eble-mind dn s, 
and the biochemistry of the brain. ll is the author, 
among oth r recognized works, of "Wh n Life 
Loses It Zest," "The P ychology of Mental Dis
crder ," and "The Inheritance of I ntal Di a: ." 
At th Child Study Conference held in hicago last 
-pring, Dr . .My rson's contribution was not only 
fruitful of much erious thought, but was pr sentc<l 
in a highly lucid and forceful manner. 



December 1 

P1·of. T. V. Smith, Unive1·sity of Chicago 
vs. 

Prof. A. Eu tace Haydon, U. of C. .i 

DEBATE-CAN 1IA LIVE BY SCIE CE 
ALOE? 

Whether man can live by science alone has been " 
a question which, it eems, ha of late become 
increasingly a ked by men of science as well a, 
religion. One of the distinguished speakers who 
addressed the conference held at Oxford, England, 
last Augu t made the following statement: "When 
scientists get in the addle we long for the old 
fr e day of Torquemada. The inquisito1· of the 
futur will not burn us; he will experiment upon 
u. ; he will take a man' soul and turn it wrong 
sirle out. We must not forget that the first psy
chologist was the devil-the father of lies. The 
modern cientist and inventor are persons to whom 
the world is indebted for poi, on ga and high ex
plosives, while psychologists are not to be trusted.'' 
Prof or Smith and Haydon are among the ad
vanced thinkers of our time. Professor T. V. Smith 
i. in the Department of Philosophy at the Univer -
ity of Chicago, and is one of that younger genera-
tion of philo ophers who believe that man can live 
by cience alone, that he does not need religion to 
kc p the univer. e warm and intimate and p rsonal. 
Dr. Haydon is Prof sor of Comparative Religion, 
al. o at the University of Chicago. Learned in the 
science of Religion, of which he is a world 
authority, he feels that Science can never supplan 
Religion in its quest fo1· the satisfying life. He 
holds that thru Religion man has refu. ed to accept 
d feat, and only thru Religion can man build hi<= 
dream of an ultimate realization of the ideal. Both 
debater have giv n cour es of studie at Sinai, 
both are not only great scholars, but are thoroly 
human in their ympathetic understanding of their 
fellov,,man. Both men claim the love and admira-
tion of th ir students to a very marked extent, 
and both have the rare faculty of clarifying diffi-
cult subjects in a lucid and highly intelligible 
manner. To hear Professors Smith and Haydon 
debat on any ubject is a treat inde d. 



December 

Channing Pollock cw York 

A L. \ l\IAKE US GOOD·? 

Wh th r law can make us g·ood i. as crucial a 
question in our tim , perhap more o, a at any 
pr viou. time. For many centuries crusad rs of 
on ort or another, refo1·mer of e ery vari ty
religiou , political, . ocial and what-not - have 
sought to make men conform to standards of b lief 
and conduct akin to their own cone ption . The 
exi tence of va tly greater mas. s of m n with 
infinitely more power makes a discussion of this 
subj ct today a compelling on . Channing Pollock 
is not only a ucce ful playwright, but a brilliant 
speaker with an inexhaustible fund of wit and 
humor. He is practical in his ideal. and has a 
cont mpt for all that is unworthy and m diocre in 
conn ction with his cho en work-the Drama. To 
him th drama epitomizes all of life's varied itua
tions. As a dramatist, he ha. b en a k n . tud nt 
of character, and he under tands the working of 
the external forces of man' environm nt upon hi. 
inner lif . A current p riodical to which Mr. Pol
lock contributed an articl dealing with our con
temporary life, make the following comm nt: 
" 1r. Pollock lives clo e to people. His hand i on 
our pul . He ha examined u. out. id and in, 
ha diagno ed our case. We're not so mad or per
verted, he ay , as om of th showm n would 
see us. vV 'r not done for, by a long shot. W 'rC' 
not even d caying. Tho our compl xion may b a 
bit sallow, our heart action i trong and t ady." 
Mr. Pollock's work has withstood the on. laught 
of critics who felt that he had fail d to "jazz" hi. 
plays sufficiently to m et th n ds of the pr . nt 
day. People not only in Ameri a, but in Europ 

nd the Orient, have se n or 1·ead his play, "Th 
Fool." Hi late t work, "The En my," has won th 
admiration of many. Mr. Pollock i the author of 
mor than tw nty book and play., among which 
ar "The rowded Hour," "The Sign on the Door," 
"Roads to D . tiny," "In th Bi. hop'R arriagf'," 
and "Th Pit." 



December 15 

Count Felix Von Luckner, Germany 
~JORE TALE OF ADVENT RE BY THE 

"SEA DEVIL" 

"Luckn r, you're mad to try such a thing." Such 
was th warning given by the German 'avy 
expert. to the famous "Sea Devil" whose trick 
!'.ailing boat later foolc>d the Allied blockade and 
. ank ship after ship without taking a life. Count 
Luckner's life hark · back to the days of the Eliza
bethan freebooters. It is without parallel or com
parison in our own century, as a career of adven
ture. And the peak of this amazing career was 
reached during the war. When wa1· came, Luckn r 
ran an old sailing ship, disguised as a Norwegian 
fi hing ve sel, through the Allied blockade. He 
roamed the sea like a ghost and sank 500,000 ton. 
of hipping. Yet he never took a life! Before sink
ing an Allied ship, he would take her entire crew 
on board his own boat, the "Sea Eagle." He treated 
his prisoners as if they were his guests on a 
plea ure cruise-and deposited them all safely on 
shore. In telling of his adventur , spy work, and 
comic opera exploits, at Sinai two year ago, Count 
Luckner was forced to conclude his talk only be
cau e of the 1aten ss of the hour. He held hi~ 
audience of over 2,200 people thrilled for almost 
three hom· . He wa again invited to appear thL 
sea. on in order that he might continue his story 
of intrepid buccaneering in a crude open boat after 
his old windjammer had been wrecked by a tidal 
wave in the South Seas. In this open life boat. 

ount Luckn r and five others traveled two thou
, and five hundred miles on a rough ea, all of 
them nearly dying of thirst. He was captured, im
pri oned, and e caped in the uniform of the com
manding officer of the Australian prison. ThL 
rough and ready character, who is not d for direct 
action, sulphurous languao-e, and hearty humor, 
t IL an amazing story in his breeziest manner. It 
is a narrative as thrilling as any pfrat 's tale, and 
a full of humor as a Gilbert and Sullivan opera. 
He i. the one real pirate of the last hundred years. 
and his care r of adv nture is without parallel. 
Th Count i. a natural born actor with a tremend
ous voice that can easily be heard and understoo<l 
jn the large. t auditorium . 



1Emil (6. i~tr.ad1 <!r.ettter i/jerture 1\aaoriattott 
4622 South Parkway Chicago, Illinois 

Gentlemen: 

Enclosed please find self-addressed stamped envelope with check for $. _ _ _ 
for __ memberships, at $3. 75 each, in the '"'-:mil Q5_ ~irsd1 <Cmtcr 1(crtuu t\ssocfatio11, for 

the entire course of 18 lectures and debates. 

[j\[_ame--- - --------------------

..flddreas----- -------

Please make all checks payable to the i;mil <6. :-lirsd? <Crntcr. 



I should like to have you place the following names on your mailing list 
to re ceive your announcements. 

Name 

Address 

Name ------ -

------------ ---------- ---

Name------------------ -----------

Addres~---------------------- - -



January .) 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver, Cleveland 
PRE SE T DAY LITERATURE OF DE PAIR 

J Pes imi m the ot of Our Scientific o· ? 
b • 

Our contemporary life i of cour e b ing 
record d in our literature. Our greatne s and our 
short-comings, our work and our dream are 
going into the book we write and read. Science 
and the machine which are tran forming our 
civilization, are two of the very ha ic facts with 
which our age has to reckon. The eff cts of 
cience and the machine have fr quently b en 

oppr s ive and deleteriou. to the hop s and 
aspiration of mankind. Writer like Shaw, 

hesterton and Belloc, or thinkers like Oswald 
Sp ngler and Dean Inge have allowed the cru l
tie and evils of the new age of science to w igh 
heavily on their hearts, and they have clothed 
th ir thought in words of de pair and gloom and 
<l epe t pe imi rn. Other writer , di illu ion d in 
their hopes of what the new age would achieve, 
appear, as revealed in their literature, to hav 
lipped irrevocably into all that i reckl s , af

f cted and pathologically mad. Rabbi Silver, who 
will discu this timely theme, is a scholar of keen 
intellectual perception and und rstanding; he 
combines within himself the creative faculties of 
thinker, sage and mystic. ot only has he the 
power to think and feel deeply, but he has the 
uncommon gift of oratory, of voicing the thought 
of his mind and the feeling of hi heart in 
language forceful and eloqu nt-a language chis
el d in the b auty of cadenc d art. He sp aks 
with a voice resonant with the strength which 
only the great masters of thought and speech 
command. Dr. Silver ha youth, and a p rsonality 
, ·hich lend charm and per ·uasiveness to hi di -
cussions. As rabbi of The T mple in Cleveland 
since 1917, h ha b en a constructive force in 
the ocial and religiou lif , not only of hi own 
c mmunity, but the country at large. 



January 12 

Hendrik Willem Van Loon, Holland 

LA GHI G PHILOSOPHERS 

Th Thinker Look at Mankind 

Men and th ir life in the world-the hav 
ever be n the concern of the philosophers. To 
know what the g1·eat thinkers of the age have 
thought of mankind is an illuminating knowledge. 
"I never weep because the human comedy keep 
me in endles laughter." So spake an eminent 
sage. The great masters of thought were them-

Ives human. They were not immune from the 
frailties and foibles of their fellowmen. Yet they 
looked out on the life of the human race and pro
nounced judgments and values which have been 
of absorbing interest to untold millions. o doubt 
ome philosophers have had all sorts of wi dom 

except common ense. How did they look at 
mankind ? o better man could have been 
s cured to discuss this subject than Hendrik 
Willem Van Loon. His book are to be found in 
all the public and university libraries, and in homes 
where reading is conRide1·ed a part of living; and 
there exist not less than thirty-nine translations 
in different languag s of the most important of 
his books. Mr. Van Loon has always been inter
e ted in history, art and literature. He wrote "A 
Short History of Di covery" and later, the book 
which brought him into international prominence, 
"The Story of Mankind." The instant and wid -
spread success of this book gave it author the 
idea for a continuous historical narrative of the 
Bible which appeared later as "The Story of the 
Bible," the book which caused uch tremendou 
controversy, being acclaimed and attacked as few 
books have been. The world has put its stamp of 
approval upon the geniu of Mr. Van Loon as a 
thinker and w1·iter. His certain simplicity, his 
mature humor and his comprehensive understand
ing of his fellow pa sengers on our planet place 
him on a plane which is uniquely his own. As a 
speaker, these same qualities enable him to make 
his discussion intensely interesting. 



January 19 

,vm Durant, New York 

IS PROGRESS A DELUSIO ? 

This lecture on "Progre . " will be an attempt, to 
an w r th most fundam ntal question that con
front our time-is the old belief in the perman nt 
progr of man from lower to higher lev 1 a 
delusion, and is all human work finally futile? L 
decadence the only certainty in hi tory? I th 
lev l of culture today comparable with that in 
anci nt Athens or Renai sance Florence or igh
te nth century Paris? Is there any an wer to 
Spengler's announcem nt of the imminent d ath 
of European and American civilization? The out
standing dogma of our time is the idea of progr ss. 
Belief in this article of faith is as firmly rooted 
in the convictions of men as was any theological 
dogma of the thirteenth century. Some supra
human or magic force of continuity is accepted 
uncritically by many as an inevitable law of social 
advance. The doctrine of volution illustrates thi 
as umption. This doctrine, however, is in our day 
finding a new inte11n·etation. I r. Durant, th 
author of "The Story of Philosophy," is no n w
com r at Sinai, having spoken to overflow audi-
nc s on four or five previous occasions. Men and 

women who studied under Dr. Durant at Columbia 
Univer ity still tell of the exhilarating influ nee 
of his enthusiasm and his scholarship; they had 
never su pected that philosophy would be ·o in
telligible, so absorbing, so fruitfully related to the 
actual problems of life. The larg audiences which 
have greeted Dr. Durant wherever he has poken 
hav been urprised to find that, a the re ult 
of long experi nee and a c rtain Gallic ,vit, he 
, p aks even better than he writes. The lectur will 
b a one-man debate, with the neo-ative and affirm
ative sid s presented and compar cl. Dr. Durant 
say of it, "I consider it th be t thing- I have in 
my quiY r of lectur s." 



January 26 

Prof. Jerome Davis, Yale Unive1·sity 

THE TRAGEDY OF U EMPLOYME T 

With the ever increasing complexity of our in
dustrial civilization, the problem of unemployment 
ha become a mo1·e and more distl'e sing one. Our 
great population and the displacement of worker 
by the increa ed efficiency of the machine proces 
have made of labor's hardship a tragedy resulting 
in broken homes and broken live . Whether a 
practical formula for doing away with the so
called busine s cycle and thus preventing involun
tary idleness i feasible, has been the subject of 
very considerable thought by economists. It i 
1·ecognized by a con tantly increasing number of 
people that the whole problem of unemployment is 
basic to the exi tence of our dvUization, that it 
involves all the factor inherent in the very struc
ture of present day society. Man may not live by 
bread alone, but he must have bread as an abso
lute necessity. Professor Jerome Davis is a socio
logist, teacher and writer. He has been on the 
faculty of Dartmouth College and is at pre ent 
professor of practical philanthrnpy at Yale Uni
versity. In 1916, he went to Russia as a Y.1\:1.C.A. 
wo1·ker. He was sent to work in Turke tan. Be
cau. e of his success there, he was appointed acting 
s nior secretary for all the war work of th 
Y.M .. A. in Ru sia. He aided the Committee on 
Public Information of the United States Govern
ment by supervising the sending of a million copie;-:; 
of President Wil on's mes age containing th 
famous fourteen points, from Russia into the Ger
man line . He has seen Russia under three regime::; 
-that of the Czar, the Keren ky government, and 
the Sovi t . Professor Davis has made exceedingly 
valuable contributions to the tudy of immigration 
in America. His lectures are ma1·ked by accurat 
knowledP-e of hi ubject, by clearness of thought 
and expres ion, and by a keen understanding of 
men and sympathy with them. He concerns him
:-Plf primarily wi h th human ide of hi problem. 



February 2 
----

Mis. F1·ances Homer, New York 
DRA 1ATI RECITAL 

unday chool, Unabridged, .. outhern Girl in a 
College Dorm., Mayflower, A Cui> of Tea, Dre s 

Rehear al 
1i s Homer' technique is oundly grounded in 

her ample tag experienc . She p nt five years 
on the legitimate tage in leading roles in "Peg o' 
My Heart," "Daddy Long Leg ," Tarkington's 
"Penrod," "Old Bill, M.P.," and "B yond the Hori
zon." She has appear d with Shakespeare's Play
hous Company, playing at the leading universities 
and colleg s throughout the country, receiving uni
versal and enthu ia tic 1·ecognition in uch roles 
as Juliet, Rosalind, and ora in "A Doll' Hou e." 
Miss Homer is herself a dramatist of note and 
the author of three plays in her own right. Her 
entire repertofr of "Original Dramatic Sketch s" 
is from her own pen. She is a profound believer 
in the worth, b auty and po sibilities of th se 
sketches as forms of dramatic xpression, and her 
abandonment of the legitimate theatre at the 
height of her growing popularity is a mark of her 
complete ab. orption in her own finished art. Each 
of the sketche on Miss Homer's varied and bril
liant repertoire develops, under her deft technique, 
a a bit of life, drawn off the main stream through 
her acute observation, and stamped with her per
fect 1·endering and finish. Each, at the same time, 
forms a dramatic whole, with the substance and 
atmosphere of the real theatre about it. Each is 
complete in it lf, an entire little play, done with
out cenery, but 1·endered picture que by her 
charm. In "l\Iayflower" there is the sweep of the 
episode novel - three centurie of American 
womanhood exquisitely sketched against an his
toric background. Other are pure humor, spark
ling with l\li Homer's slightly malicious 
cleverness, as in "Dre s Rehearsal," where a High 
Sc~ool te~cher is een at work ironing out the 
wnn~l s . m the senior play. Some are deepl 
tragic, with the heartfelt sorrow of simple people 
or the eternal sadnes of lost illusion. All are bits 
of lif~, now gay, now sad, illumined by the ardor 
of this young arti t' glowing personality. 



February 9 

James \Vaterman Wise, New York 

SHALL THE JEW DISAPPEAR? 

Will the Jew be absorbed and as imilated, o 
are there forces which will mak themselves fel 
in the further unfolding of that epic which the 
world has com to know as I rael? Mr. Wise in 
discussing this subject eliminates the supel'ficial 
phases of this frequently asked question and in
dicates the fundamental considerations which are 
involved in its understanding. Jame Waterman 
Wise is an author and publici t of forceful and 
independent per onality. He is much more than 
merely "the . on of Rabbi Stephen S. Wise", be
cause he tra els by his own convictions and ability 
Born in Portland, Oregon, he \\·as educated at tb,:i 
Horace Mann School and at the Loomis Institute. 
He attended Harvard and Columb'a niversities, 
graduating- from the latter with Phi Beta Kappa 
di tinction. He . pent a year at Cambridge, Eng
land, studying rabbinics and philosophy under the 
direction of Professor Israel Abraham and 
James Ward. He withdrew from his study for th 
rabbin-ite, however, becau. e of his inability to ac
cept certain of the theological implications which 
the ministry cemed to him to demand. Since that 
time Mr. Wise ha devoted his time to writing and 
lecturing. He has lectured at Columbia niversity 
in the Department of Semitics. He also spent six 
months in Europe, in 1927, making a study of 
European youth nwvements, which was afterward 
published in a serie of articles in the Century 
Magazine. Among hi books are "Liberalizing Lib
eral Judaism", "The Futm·e of I rael", and "Jews 
Are Like That!", recently published under the pen 
name of Analyticus. Essays and reviews by M . 
Wise have appeared from time to time in The 
Forum, The ew York ·world, The ew Palestine, 
The Christian Century, etc. A a peaker, l\Ir. WL e 
is captivating and eloquent. He has charm and 
lucidity of expre ion and his lectures r veal 
thoughtful preparation. 



February 16 

Bata lbn LoBagola, Africa 

A AFRICA BUSH IA -THE STORY OF 
HIS LIFE A D ADVE T RES 

Bata Ibn LoBagola is one of th trang t char
acters that has v r come before th Am rican 
public. For th fir. t tim , a black native ha b -
come a1·ticulate nough to tell in frank, r ali tic 
Engli h the customs, taboo and . up r tition of 
hi rnce. He was born in th practically unex
plored bu h, a memb r of the myst rious tribe of 
"Black Jews," who have been lo.· i for c nturies in 
the hea1·t of Africa. LoBagola as a child stray d 
from home, and, wa11dering with hi s companions, 
miraculously made his way to th Gulf of Guinea, 

journey of at lea t forty-five days through the 
jungle. Here LoBagola, at th age of seven wa. 
kidnapped from hi • native home, and, through a 
strange freak of circumstance, found himself run
ning naked through the streets of Edinburgh, and 
then installed as a curiosity in the home of a 

cotch gentleman. At el~ven he returned to his 
native land, married in one night his allotment of 
ix wives, and built a miniature village for them 

and their progeny. The dramatic narrative of this 
man, traveling back and forth between Africa and 
Europe-too refined for the primitive crudities of 
his tribe and too wild for ophisticated society-is 
an adventure story without parallel in all litera
ture or on the lecture platform. H has lived under 
conditions as sharply contrasted as the world af
fords. Although in his lectures he tells primarily 
of his own life and of his people, h , nevertheless, 
has some keenly pointed arrows to direct at the 
white man's civilization. In hi life, among other 
accomplishments, LoBagola has taught at the 
Brothers College, Jerusalem, at the Great Benevo
lent Coptic School in Tanta, Egypt, and has lec
tured in the Department of Social Anthropology at 
Oxford University. LoBagola is a witty, fascinat
mg RpP r ker, who in one in tant ha. his listeners 

lJ llbunnd at some jungle adventure, and then has 
them convul. d with laughter at ome burst of 
satfre. 



February 23 

Dr. Samuel D. Schmalhausen, New York 

A P YCHOLOGIST LOOKS AT LOVE 
A D MARRIAGE 

Even the most conventional of per ons mu. t 
agree that life in very particular i undergoing 
great changes thru new scientific knowledge and 
new psychological wisdom. It i not surprising 
that marriage should und rgo many important 
modification also. In spite of some superficial ap
pearances to the contrary, we have ev ry right 
to believ that love is becoming more preciou , not 
less so, and that marriage i becoming mo1·e sig
nificant, not less so, and more sincere and human. 
Dr. Schmalhausen is one of the ablest of the 
younger group of psychiatrists of our time. He is 
a student who has show'I1 the possibilities of hi 
studies in their practical application and effect. 
He has succe fully applied his knowledge in the 
ar nas of both love and education, pre enting po -
sibilitie for tremendous social improvement. He 
ha, had a brilliant carec>r a teacher, editor, and 
author, and i now specializing in the psychiatry 
of reeducation. Men like Bertrand Rus ell, Have
lock Elli , Aldou Huxley and Carl Jung have pro
nounced his clear-cut and fascinating analysis of 
ex morals and marriage, in the light of the new 

psychology, high scholarly contributions. He is 
the author of "Why We l\Ii behave" and "Human
izing Education," a well as co-editor of "Sex in 
Civilization" and "The Tew Generation." ot onl) 
does Dr. Schmalhausen pos ess a thoro knowledge 
of his field of study, but also a caustic wit which 
he uses to drive home some of the points in his 
discussion, making his lectures highly fascinating. 
He proved him elf one of the mo t popular 
speakers at Sinai last season. When asked to 
speak on "Marriage," he re ponded, "I'll bring in 
some new psychoanalytic considerations of inter
e t even in Chicago." 



March 2 

Maurice Hindu , ew Y 01·k 

A WORLD THAT ~ EVER WA 

l\lr. Hindu. was in Rus. ia last . ummer carrying 
on further investigations of what th oviet are 
doing. His n w l cture, "A World that ever 
Wa ," ·will show that mankind ha, n v r known 
a world such as th on the Ru .. ians ar king 
to er ate. Religion, private prop rty, the mod rn 
family, we t rn standards of ex morality, w stern 
conceptions of x love hav no plac in thi world. 
Just how they are , eeking to rid th m elv s of 
these in titutions, what th cons qu nt r action 
ar on Russian mankind and on Ru sia' r lations 
with th outsid world-th make up the chief 
theme of th l ctur . He tells how and why Ru ia 
is . eeking to unroot relio-ion, private property, the 
modern family, existing standards of sex morality 
and west rn conceptions of romantic love, and 
what she is ofTel'ing in their plac . He parades 
b fore the audience group after group of Russian 
humanity-th p asant, the prnletarian, the intel
lectual, the communi t, the J w, th Cos ack, the 
youth, the woman-and shows the transformations 
they have undergon since the coming of Soviet
ism. He explains th meaning, failur . , and po -
sibl futm· succes es of the movement for world 
revolution, the new kind of war that the world 
will witnes if or when Ru sia is involved in mili
tary combat with an outside nation or group of 
nations, and also Russia' relations with America 
to whom she i most fri ndly, and England to 
v.rhom he is most hostil . In speaking of Mr. 
Hindus, John Dew v, the f'min nt philosopher, 
ays, " Ir. Hindus ha evidently ab. orbed into 

himself Rus. ian history, Russian literature and the 
p ychology of the cla s s he so brilliantly depicts." 
In peaking at Sinai la t a on, Ir. Hindu gave 
an addre s on Rus. ia which was so graphic and 
realistic a portrayal of mi und rst od conditions 
that, in response to very numerous reque ts, he 
•,va. again invit d to sp ak. 



\Vhat Constitutes a Lecture? 
"The true spirit of interpreting knowledge is 

possessed by those who have a pa sion for diffus
ing, for making prevail the best knowledge and 
ideas of their times; who labor to dive t knowl
edge of all that is d:fficult and exclusive, who 
make it efficient outside tbe clique of the learned, 
yet still have it remain the best knowledge and 
thought of the times, and, thetefore, a true sourc 
of light and inspiration."-Matthew Arnold. 

iEntH "'· ljirsd1 Olrutrr 
F.very Fliday Evening 

a New Course of Lectures on 
PSYCHOLOGICAL GLEA INGS FROM 

CONTEMPORARY LITERATURE 
By EDWARD N. SCHOOLMA , M.D. 

Admis ion 35 Cents 

DRAMATIC PERFORMA CES 
By SI AI PLAYERS 

On Fil-st Wednesday Evening of Each Month 
Admission 50 Cents 

SINAI SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA 
DR. MAURICE H. GOLDBLATT, Conductor 

Rehearsals Every Wednesday Evening 
Member hip Open to All 

DEP ARTME T OF DAN CI G 
Instruction Offered in 

Fancy, Aesthetic, Interpretative, Toe, Clog 
and Ballroom Dancing 

Classes for children and adults at convenient 
hours. Children 4 years of age and older accepted. 

GY iN ASIUM AND SWI 1:MING 
Under Expert In tructors 

Boys and Girls, 6 to 10 Yrs ......... 5.00 Per Yr. 
Boys and Girl , 10 to 16 Yr ...... . .. 6.00 Per Yr. 
Boys, 16 to 21 Yr. .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8.00 Per Yr. 
Women, 16 and Over . . . ............ 8.00 Per Yr. 
Men ........ . .................... 12.00 Per Yr. 

pecial :\ttention to Beginners in wimming 

CLASSES I PIA 0 




