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Pi OPliET IC PREACHI JG - ---- --- -
wt_i. - ~ .+ + t the outset let me say that ~e su15Jects Yrhich appeal most /L ~ t,Quf---,,,1fc,f"'1,. " / 

and "reach hone" a.re not those ,,hich concern the great tasks of social , 
reconstruction, but the "horr.elytt subjects, those which relate to parents 

and children, to rrnrriage and the home, to human struggle end aspiration, 

to the meaning of human experience and ho·v to face life . Great preaohers 

have been praised by admiring hosts for their courageous discussions of 

rrorld problems. They have been blessed by grateful hearts for the help

ful ,vay in ·,hich they illumined for them the "homely" facts of their ovm 

~ 1;; £ ~ ~ ~ 1 ~ r~J H4M 
try to bear in mind. hard though it 

ofte is, that~ function is that of teacher and guide, not agitator or 

propogandist. lly .1eapons can not be those of h te or class struggle . 

Occasionally the hot . impatient vord will leap to he lips. Occasionally 

the hand vrill reach for the scorpion whip at the sight of outrageous wrong. 

But I force myself to re enber that in the spiritul'll order, it is the law 

of kindness 1 mich yields the u timate victory. Our task is to persuade 

through reason and through love, and our appeal is not to class interest, 

but to justice and compassion and human solidarity . 

I find it very difficult to define more sharply this thought of 

mine. It is very hard to draw the line bet·,een leadership and propoganda , 

between education and agi tation, nd I am a' re th·t pusillanimity and 

worldliness often hide themselves behind this distinction. But I UJn sure 

that the spiritual nJm ·rill quickly detect the difference and vnll under

stand. 

The sermon should , of course , touch lii'e in the raw. It should 

not avoid the pressinr; every- day social , political or economic problems 

vith which men nre struggling • . uite the contrary . Great preaching has 
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.. l"Ja.;~,rs had something of the volcanics of prophecy. '.'her ever palpable 

-r1Tong exists, ·wherever men suffer fron the bitter inequalities of our 

econonic order, there the minister's voice should be heard admonishin~, 

chastising. counsellinc, and pointing the v y to concrete and specific 

measures for relief and amelioration. Unless we speak fearlesrly and at 

decisive moments , of the social ..,-,rrongs which etiH:- persist, of the evils 

of our profit system1of exploitation, of econo,ic insecurity, of unem

ployment, of the rights of labor to organization and to a fuller share 

in the social goods , unless we denounce corruption in government and in 

hi~h places , we are faithless shepherds indeed. 

Prophetic preaching concerns itself primarily -rr.i. th the recon

struction of society after an ideal pattern of social ri~hteousness. It 

derives its mandate frora an overwhelming .faith in a righteous God. To do 

justice and to love mercy is to worship i. To be holy in thought and 

speech is to dwell in Hi presence. leither cult nor ritual nor for 1 

prayer nor sacred shrine are the channels of divine comnunion, but the ~~iOv\ 

aspiration towards moral perfection . The preacher •rho holds the e truths 

foremost in his preaching moves in the noble tradition of ancient proph cy. 

The prophetic preacher will be driven y the dynar.rl.cs of M& ~ o

faith to a morality of battle and struggle. The axioms of faith lead to 

tremendous ethical IDD.nda.tes . Every human life must be r ga.rded s a reflex 

of divinity. ery a.ct of wrong and injustice therefore, mars and defaces 

the im ge of God in man . ~pression a.nd exp oitat ion are more tMn vio-

l ations of social laws . They are sacrilege and blasphemy. They thv rt 

life - God• s life in man . They distort and mutilate that which is the end 

and goal of all being - the free unfoldment of personality. 
o-.qt,:,~JL 

vlill not r st con~t wi 11\personal salv tion . He ,rill 

" 

The reli€;ious -t..o.,_~ 

strive to bring 
~~ 

about a social order ·thich vri ll insure to all men freedom for self-reali-

" zation. re 1ill 1eigh all social institutions in th bala.nca of spiritual 



utility. If found vmnting, he 1:ill ... et about to reconstruct them, or, 

if need be, to destroy t} em. His morality will be militant , nnd, men 

necessary, revolutionary. 

~ 
Hence it is that the profoundly religious of a 11 times were 

the mightiest spokesmen of social justice and its uncompromisine; c'1ampions . 

It was from the lips of men touched v.rith the burning co13.l of divine faith , 

from the lips of the prophet, the seer, the man of God , th~t the first 

great cry for justice leaped out upon the world. They ·who sought God 

most zealously spoke of hunan rights most fearlessly. It was in the name 

of God, the stern and righteous Judge, that those spiritual men of valor 

wielded the &eerpion vrhip of theii- fury upon those who bround the faces 

of the poor and turned aside the vro.y of the humble . It v1as in the name 

of God, the compassionate : nd the merciful Friend, th~t they pleaded the 

cause of the orphan and the widow, the be ten o..nd the broken of life. It 

,, s in the name of God, trie Father of all r.ien, tl at they espoused the 

cause of a human brotherhood v,-hich, over-leaping the dread boundaries of 

ancient enmities erected by fear .1nd greed, .... ads men to turn their s ·rords 

into plowshares and their spears :into pruning hooks. 

Herein lies the first great service \hich the gr t preacher, 

throuEh his historic agency the church, has render d and can continue to 

render the cause of social justice. He can function as the otive power 

of enthusiasm for all programs of social amelioration . He can be the dynamo 

of spiritual energy for every great human enterprise. Speaking betimes and 

oft of a God ose ways are justice and truth, ··lhose worship is goodness, 

and upon ·:1ho e high altars only the sacrifice of righteot:sness i acceptable, 

the minister ~& tk8 elrttt"eh can so sensitize the minds of men to moral val

ues, that when a situ~tion confronts them, involving a clear moral issue, 

-rhether :in their private life, or in their social, political or industrial 



life, they will be moved to choose the good and eschew the evil . 
~, 

The first great service,
1
,which the ministl3r can render the co.use 

of ~ustice, is to galvanize by education and inspiro.tion the will 

of men so th t they will seek justice and pursue it. He can enkindle a 

crusading zeal for the Kingdom of God, ·which vrill be a ·ingdom of this 

iorld, fashioned out of the lowly clay of' this life but after the pattern 

and grace of highest perfection. 

The minister, howBver , must not ren-in content to spea. - of social 

justice in the abstract. The church is not an academy for speculative 

sciences. It is a dynamic agency equipped for social reconstruction. 

It must enter the arena of life and do battle for its sanctities. 
1\NdM~~ _. 

The ~=u~Oif'l cannot, of course, align itself vlith a propaganda. 

tk. for one specific econoNic system as against another. ?:'I nrust not involve 
~\M 
~self in econor.1ic dogmatism. To do so ,70 1 e to suffer a severe loss 

~•~4 in spiritual prestige and authority. _he ~,,..'1-i would be compelled either 

to champion n existing order, in spite of its sundry and inevitable flaws, 

or an imaginary order, ·hieh might fail even to approximate the virtues 

with systems but Ii th the 

safeguarding of principles which ach age must be challenged to work into 

such a system as ,'/ill best meet its economic needs. ether it be capit-

alism, socialism or co1mnunism, there are basic principles of human rights 
~ ; k,i "k.A-and essential human ideals at stake in each, d thee~ ... ~ must under all 

conditions rennin free to defend these ideals for which no system is a.de-

quate guo.rantee. Jeither the rule of king, demos or proletariat is suf-

fic ient insurance against o.buse of power, exploitotion of men and the de

fe t of tle spiritual promise of hl,inan life. 

~"""2\.tA. 
. or should the 9b=sh· be called upon to play the role of arbiter 

in the numerous minor economic disputes rhich d~ily arise in our soci ty, 
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concer_ inc uhich only the expert economist can today speak n ith any degree 

of vrisdom or authority . ·lumerous labor controversies, for example, occur 

today 1·:hich do not e.t all involve such clear-cut :mors.1 issues which nould 

ww,CM'-,~ . . . 
vmrra.nt the 0~ in throvn.ng the weig;ht of i nf lu nee on one side or 

the other . ~"""~ t.w.,. The ~h••h ought not to fritter it-self a~a by introducing 

~ 
"5elf into ever y minor economic wrangle ·rh ich may posse s little or no 

socia l significance. 

There a.re, however, economic problems in modern society of vast 

social i mport , reaching to the very heart of our civilization and affecting 

the whole structure of society, concerning 11hich the church, c.nd its spokes

man, the minister, must spe k, ~nd in no uncertain terms. Conditions of 

palpable and vast ·rrong persist throughout t e mrld, which thvrart the 

rich promise of human life, consign millions to gr ad tion and defeat, 

and filJ the habit~tions of nen nth anguish d sorrm1. Greed and lust 

and oppression devastate life. Untold mil l ions are starved by poverty 

and physically and spiritually drained by exploitation. l!illions of chil

dren are broken upon the '\"!heels of industry. The burdens of our economic 

order lie heavily upon the shoulders of our womanhood . The dread of 

unemployment, old age and disability hang like a pall over the work· 

classes . o·vhere in the vmr ld today do those conditions of justice and 

opportunity fully obtain 1hhich ·rould make possible the free , untrammeled 

unfoldment of personality, the harmonious development of all of Godls 

children according to the measure of their cip c:-L ies. 

In the f'ace of these conditions t he churoh and i t s minister, 

cannot, dare not, re?£ain silent. They mu·t cry alo 1d . The must lit 

up t he ir voices like a trumpet to eclare unto the people their tra.ns

gressio s. Else their vision is a lyin vision a ... t·1e ir ritual an abomin

ation . I t is true that tho church ho.s a l ·rays cared for the victim 0£ social 
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injustice. It fed the poor. clothed the nake, sheltered the ho el,ss. 

healed the sick• sustained ad comforted the denied and the disryossossed 

of the earth. Iearly all the agencies of mercy a.nd relief in t'e world 

are the creations and wards of the churches. The church ·ms indood a 

comp!lssion9.te r.iother. But it must do more. It must not ·,·ait ti the 

flotsam and jetsam of social ,,.rrec _age come drifting to its doors. It 

must anticipate dis~ ter. It must labor for a social reconstruction ·1hich 

v-lill afford all men a better chance of security and happiness. The church 

must summon its adherents to a close scrutiny or sociu.l ills. It must 

stimulate research and in~uiry into their possible remedi~s. It must p lace 

the social responsibility for amelio ting these conditions squarely upon 

the shoulders of its devotees. It must de nd t e application of their 

best intelligence and hiehesb motives tot· ts. It must arouse and 

disturb them uith the desperate challenge: "Ye are your brothers' keepers", 

and drive ther:t on to ev r new experiment:itior1s in perfecting tLis stevro.rd hip. 

It ~ust voice the maximum ideal"sm of life, call'ng for a condition of society 

in -.·rhich man will at all times be primary, and the satisfaction of' his legi

timate needs superior to profit or the accumulation of wealth, in w ich 

rewards Y; ill be col'Il17lensurate with service, and in which non shall partake 

of social goods who does not contribute to the social weal. It must organ-

ize the religious consciousness of the world and the mighty hosts of the 

faithf 1 for str~tegic action at decisive moments. 

If' the churc 1 o.nd the minister cannot propel r.ten to seek ways of 

lessening the bitter inequalities of economic lif and of securing for all 

men who toil adequate satisfaction of t eir legitimate need51 it stands 

convicted of incomp tence and spiritual ban ruptcy. The sons of ary will 

smile upon its inani~y nd the sons of 1 rtha., upon vmom the Lord h s laid 
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~he crushing burdens of life , ·will turn upon it in the dread hour "·.,hen 

-:rhirlwinds of rebellion shake th ,. orld" , and will destroy it . •• en the 

D ,b T rror of Russia , after the silence of the cent ries, found voice 

to make its reply, it 

devast~ting fury upon 

spoke a." the Red Terror and hurled itse f in 
CM,,.,(~ '\M1'LM..:, 

the church ,vhich had consistently betrayed it by ,, 
joini.11t; hands with its oppressors. 

Religion has not uh·mys been faithful to it informine; purpose . 

~ the first great impuls., ·rhich creates a religion embodies itself 

into an institution, it los e s much of it daring and courage. 11 religions 

at the first moment of their revelation, :rhen they le p hot n.nd frenzied 

from the soul of some God-intoxicated seer, are purging fires , consuming 

flames . They speak in thunder Rnd s, •eep life with a "besom of' destruction." 

over kingdoms , to root out and to pull dovm, to destroy and to overthrovr, 

to build anew and to plant". • .. The ~·~orld stfl.nds ci.ghast and frie;htened . 

It turns upon the prophets of the new revelation and crucifies them, only 

to kneel a moment later and vmrship them. 

But soon the hot coals of religious p ssion cool off. The heroic 

mood vanishes. Loyalties lose their sacrificio.l quality . The voice 

crying in the ·wilderness becomes an echo, faint and timid. Enthusiasm 

is quenched in ho.bit , Relie;ion bec omes institutionalized. Iierarchy and 

vested interests appear . The church becomes an end in itself. 'lhen its 

interests are at stake it ·:ill compro :ise and yield o.nd betray men in 

their direst needs . 

This danger, of course, is inherent in all organization. :lhat

ever moral pioneering has been done in the ·,orld has been 1 rgel the 'll ork, 

not of groups, but of individual spiritual adventurers, rebels nd non-

conformist. Revel~tions never come to groups. There were Gchools of 
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prophets in ancient Israel, but they ilere merely the monitors of o.nci nt 

superstitions. It -rro.s only after the individual separated himself from 

the school and the group nd pursued his ovm solitary quest of truth, that 

prophecy discovered its autLentic voice and moo. 
{;., ( g,,:t, CM d aav,lic., 

The church, therefore , freighted down t·n.th ore;anizrttion, must 
f' 

constantly war against itself to save its soul . The ch re 1 rnust protect 

itself against the dovmv rd drag of institutionalism and the par .lysis of 

vnll Y~nich result from over- organization a.nd prosperity. Tho church tri

umphant often spells the faith defeated . Hovr often has the church be~n a. 

flunkey to the richl .o 11 often has its revolution'lry passion for justice 

and social righteousness been leashed by rorldliness and sycopho.ncy l The 

church set out to c.dr:ionish men to put av y the evil of their doings , to 

"cease to do evil, learn to do well , seek ju~,ticc, ~clieve the oppressed, 

june;e the fatherless , plead for the ·,idovr" , 15 t • t ended by truckling to 

the powerful and the rich ,and by sharing in the spoils of t 1e me.rauders 

and exploiters of society . 

In the Tempe at Jerusa en, there~ s a flute fashioned out of 

reeds , an old flut0 , ha.vine; cone do·; fro1, the da., s of 1.:oses . he sound 

of the flute Tms s ·,eet and beautiful , ravishing the .,.ouls or the ·ror 

shippers . But one day the priests at the sanctunry decided to decorate 

the flute • and they covered it vri th gold. The flute ,·.as never t e sane 

again. Its sweet, clear , cool tones ·1e:s.~e nov, har::;h , metallic an jarring . 

Gold had coar'·ened its melody ••• 

Can the ch ~ch survive prosperity? It is not so difficult 

after all to ea voice crying in the ~rilderness . It is f~r more diffi

cult to be a voice - clo rand courageous - c ine; for justice a "d the 

omp and plendor and costliness of 'lanple or a Cathedral , which is built 

and supp orted by those who must often become the ver y target of the voice' s 

invective. 



But th 

~~ tM~..J.f-. 
'~ r!1ttst do just that. ~ must deliberately choose 

the " iu.. do orosa" - the ha.rd road of conflict and nersecution • .. 
Till becone tr, gic futility in modern life . Thou..:,htful nen vrill turn 

~ 
a:'l y fro.:1 ±a ' d vrill see_ their light antl le~dine; else 11here . 

of the world will come to revard ~as a mere s1rvival, an a.nachronisra, 

intere~ting but irrelevant. 



n I f1rat aduated I follo eel the orthodox method 

of selecting text and expounding it. Occaaiona.11:, thia practice led 

to ver'7 aatiafy1ng reaulta. By drillin into text I somet ea atruclc 

aome rich vein ot thought. But ore often the text led into i.mneceaaary 

wriggling and intellectual plastering. I .found 1111•elf forcing slats into 

mort1•e• not intended for the • I learned that it waa eaa1er to get a 

suitable fr e after tre picture we.a done. 

career I abandoned the text for the th e. 

And so early in my preaching 

• I dnelope my th e 

illuatratiYe texta usual.17 preaent the aelYea in abundance. 

~ aermon topic• are. aa a rule. in the form of problem• of 

moral import. relevant d touching the livea of the people in the~•••• 

So e of theae problems are t l lo.rge-acale, orldi-wide economic, p 11 tical 

and social proble .1 , o concern to all men c t zena of the orld. Other 

probl a a.re the ore intimately hum , of concern to en in rel tion to 

t eir o deatiniea d their immediate environment. 

I find t t t e su jects whi h peal most and "reBCh ~ ome" 

are not thoae w i h concern t· e et t a o! a cial reconstruction, but 

the "bo ly" ubJecta, those• ich relate top enta and children, to 

marriage d the hoe, to h struggle and a )ir tion, to the ,ea.~ ing of 

human e d how to ace life. re t preac ra ve b en pr iaed 

by a.dmiri hoata for t ir courag oua diacua ions of world pro bl •• 

Tb y h'lve been bleaaed by ate!ul hearta for tht! helpful a.y in which 

they illumined or the the ho ely" fact, of their on 11Yea. 

ht rarely do I diacusa books or pl a in the pulpit . I find 

that there ia hardly one or two books a 7ear which 1• legitimate aubJeo\ 
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matter for pulpit diacuaaion. I know t t one of the e teat t t tiona to 

minister is to c ~it lize the interest lready created in book or a pl~ 

1n order to draw peo ·- le to the church. d to present a digest of it - a tau: 

requiring little effort of preparation. - a.rn1ahe4 1th a eprightl.7 running 

commentary. I have aom¥t1mea auccumbed to this t pta.tion myself. But all 

thia is book r viewing - not preaching. 

I try not to be doctrinaire in preaching. ~edantic. or 

uthor1tar1an: d yet I do not e t ulpit an open forum or a debating 

pl~tform. here 11 aide• of 11 question are preaented. Th t I le ve for ID'¥ 

claaa-room. To the pulpit I try to bring t e oaitive. directive meaaage. 

b aed upon convictions arrived t. ter tbe cloaeat study of which I capable. 

If I am not clear in my own mind about cert in ubJect I do not speak of it. 

confuaed. uncertain gu.ide who doe• not know t e ro d b self cannot lead. 

I do not try to ezhort. but to interpret and to illumine. • 

~onvincingly aa I can. I present the Judgment of religion. aa I see it. on 

this or th t aoci l pro 1 , or p ae of human experience. I resent the 

~ccumul ted life-wiad m of religion. arnered fro the long centuriee and the 

de contemplation. The reault I reach ter ia illumination, insight. per•pectl••• 

I spend little time in defending religion per ae. I let the 

cogency and vit lity of it• ea age speak for it. I find th t moat people • 

not ho tile to religion. !hey onder whether it has ~thing to offer to the 

groping mind and the f iahed heart of the orld. 

I do my beat work when I ve been eeply atirred by aomethtng· 

• ich I 1 tnee,ed, read or erienced. A prolonged. uneTentful eriod of quiet 

study and reflection will give to my se ona refined academic ir and perhape 
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the polish of an e • . ! y ill e 1 in pr i t , but a se ona t ey f 11 of 

t ir obJective. ' hey l e Ye the listener . oved nd unill -1ned. Thy e 

not livln treea, - only lumber. Then ho .. ever I h e been otion 1 y or 

intellectually stirred by s ethi with i h I co t cted in my pastoral ork 

some glint o~· 

is • dded the 

is 11 ·t d 

- s e fl sh of r-u-e 

trage~. aomethi 

ouch f the livin ~ co 

inrua o t he irit. 

I shoul like to reac_ri 

courage, or sacrifice or joy, 

hi h 1 bet e d.eptha, - then t .. ere 

to the B)Oken rd. inga soar. here 

moo ia er ted. :,omething h"'ppenaJ 

n wee! . r:1e o my co l 

t nee month. I h veto reach once 

~• must )re h twi e ee • .. t 1• a. terrific 

load. requ.ently I run out of u Jects. req nt repeat self, d 

t oughts r -'111 t in. .. t n never knowa hen he ood ermon will be re ·hed. 

This eepa both preac er and co egation int re t d de ectant. o 

protect the._selvea ainat co,,.plete ilur , i niatera have found various 

way• of collectin and cl aifying teri 1 of stori s:, up idea• and irnpreaaiona 

a at tically I ao t t even in an "off week," hen the mind ref'usea to respond 

to the prod.di • of the wpir1t, they 111 h ~• t hand enough of terial for 

tolerably fair ser on. t these sermons et inister•s real tr1 aermona ... " 

I n -ver peak extempor eously. I 1 ~ys rite out my ae one in 

full. ! do not rely on t he inapi r t on o t 1e t. o ent. Somet ime a 1 t co ea. 

3-nd o v 1s f vored ith a fortuitous concourse of clear idea and deq - te 

hraaing. st 0 .1. ten it its r ce, d bo h 1deaa d braaing 

e tangled wry. 

I 1 a e orize seanona. In ver re&d u cript from the 
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pulpit. , en I began y , ini try I ound t e t f emorlsl ve rduoua. 

I ent one d om t • 

I can now __ ..,,.,,rlze tu;, m 

y in me rising. 

crlpt in h l f n ho . 

oUJh continuoua p 11cat1on 

I do not ry to be odern. tt I do not im to 1 re•• rq congregation 

with the lat t acien.tific patois, or with current i11b oleth-phr ea. b-mdied 

about y t e in.tell ~e sia. I h· ve found th t a new te i.?lology doea not 

neceaaarlly p ly ne truth. . any di carded d o sole cent idea.a h ve 

of reintroducing tbemselvea into h an tho h • tricked out in the outhfu.1 

livery of paeudo-acientific modernity. 

I do not t tempt to preach to t 

is a p saing pheno enon. I try to eaJ; 

an•• b aic need and soul-hunger• re in the 

unchanging nnd i o ble and t here are v .lue 

1 ating. 

"o rn mind. The odern mind 

to the eternal apiri t of sn. 

_here re things 1ich are 

i on e fro~ everlasting to ever-

h re ~re certain principle whic e indi ensa le to · y a&e 

regard.lea■ of it• in t el lect • political or econoni · contour. ther the age 

i one o a ith or r son or cepticia~. h th r its econo .ic • an& ent 1• 

capit liatic or socialistic, "ld its politic r iz tion d . cr:1tic or 

autocr t c. certain b ic i de 1 e i e ·1r le fro it. 1th0\lt t em it 

c ot e--- dure. hey re t he quite ae t1 l 

long. which c nerve ita 

which new condition 

st traditions. 

n ceaa . J t 

character ich ore reel us int e 1 ht of 

which will bold their identical orth o 

a hi h cruTy tmy civilis tion 

d h tfect those djuatm nta 

t here e u 11t1ea of er nal 

n fi "f t lOUS&nd year• and 

011 and ye. ra hence - integrit7, 

aoclal mlndedneaa, elf re traint, courage.loy lty - sot ere aocial v luea, 
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intellectual and piri tu l ut- e ch . of t e ce d r unt 

t aca 1th h ch 1n burdened 1taelf fro t . e inning and h ich 

111 persist until th n 

4 ae iding aoci l v lue• e uite old f hion d. . y 

en it er cleTer nor a t n r b v 1 e ne 11ne. .. h y 3.l"e 

unaens, t1on.: 1 ~a a tic formula, - qui e like the the aticru. 

formul to i ic t e ey icist ould reduce t 

universe of our. 

hole co lex d excitlne 

Vir,11 concludes the four boo of his or ice it an 

epilo in h ch he s~y: 'Thia I a g oft·- car f !ields,of c ttl, nd 

or trees, hile a t .J esar thun re in by e iU hrate , d Ye 

victor's 1 unto 1111n n tiona." 

11 v t olitlc events r ing by him and ighty c ange• 

fecting men dn timis ere taking place 11 round i! , t e oet a.a neTer-

t h lesa con ent t-:> sin of h ill e, of nl~tin , of the rearin of c ttle 

d the eping o eea. i s due no 0 . ·b t,o .. i love of "inglo iou.a 

ea.ae," heh" 11' 0 uggest , t h ,s or subtly d rofo!.llld.17 

to hia intuitive 1 e t the in "'1 tu.,..e, in field.a, teed nd cattle, in 

the revolving sea.eons, in the tern 1 lif► ~ er of 11v ~ thinga, in birth 

and resurrection. - in the thin h i en e ha,agh 1 el e c e, - were 

the idi u re 11 iea of life, t thi a hie survive the ri • and tall of 

lrea -n e t ~e a t derin by ep !l hr tea. 

It 1 oft a en uri ~ real.1t1ea in '1 or~ orl t ' t I try 

to preach. I aeel to co rel te t et . or with the etern 1, to oint out 

the de channel b neath the surface eddie d the~ ioua croaa-cu.rrent1 of 

the day and the hour. I try to rec pture for en aomethi of their lost 
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spiritual equilibrium d per pective ~nd to 1 .d e ·nto i t r 

f tel of t ougl t her one 

on ht is timeleaa. 

• ref ect o so c on ~t 1a i ely 

course the busy r atl aa .,n o our n r tio • c t up 

in our soci, 1 d intellectu, u. he v ls, do o 

t 

t 

of preaching. But gre ter re hers t 

11 

our 

to listen to thia 

c m bo st o!, found 

. selves someti a oices c in ;> in t 11 ernes ••• 

I do not e~ to suggest t t the se n am:m.14 not touch life 

1n the r or t .t 1 sh ul _void the pre eln~ very-d2¥ so 1~1, political 

or econo ic pro le 1th h ie n ore stri o-11 • ite t contr-u-y. 

re t nrea.ching 1 al h~d . t~ i g o! e olc le o! ~r ec oout it. 

eligion h give both d soci o , r , 

the tormer s s of d,Justi. .1self _t llect, ~ly o t .. univ rae 

-md to ulti~ te re it .• e l .tt r .. e s ct d ju ting him elf ost 

helpfully to hi s 11 .nviro ent . e1c~lly, reli ion concerns it elf 

1th then tur of . l .,. U .. 0 of ce. o ~ 11 • 

relig ion nee s it elf i t h 1 establia e t of . o t erf ect ord r of 

ociety. rophe ' • hile r vi , its pro ul i oi rom t t "?. ~ iysica of religion, 

pr , her ho oa t l 1 a 1a.l 

1ro < l!e .tr l i:1 his u 11 mi .1 ry ls o t r p tic scl ol, n 1 voice 

1'111 be added t o t .1,, i e:ht chorus of voices hos 0 r oved t h e ld. 

Pro hetic re, 1 co .. e ... it lf r1 ily 1th t recon truction 

of society • t r ~ 1 e ttern o s ~1 1 r •1.. teo n - ;;;J . It deriv it• 

d te from overtrhe 1ng f i h in ri t oua ~od. 0 o ju tic d to 

love erc'r is to or hi h1 • -0 holy 1n t o, t, spe ch ia to ~ ell 
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in hi presence. i • r cu t ~or r·t 1 nor f o 1 ~r ~1er r.or s . e 

shr ne is t el of divine on,. ion, but the n asion~te apir tton 

tow d . ,or 1 perfection. The preacher no hole a t hese tru.tha foremost in 

hi. eaching oves tn th no 1 tr iti f c t ""ro h .. cy. 

.h _ ropheti r• -nr a.ch .r 111 b iven y t ic of 

such fit to or l i t o ttle -nd str~ 1 • 

rever ro .. 1st, h re r en fer r he 

bitter in lttiee of our e onoMic or rt r t e i n st r' oice s u.ld 

be heard ad onisl ·h .. ..-•sti i .;> , counselin , • n oi t i g 

and a ~ecific easures f or re ief n .. ~ liar tin. lnless 

y to co crete 

s e t ~ laa ly 

and ;:c. t decisive o.ents, of the SOCi" ro s ich rsiat in our society, 

of the evils o " our profit y tem, exploitat on, o ~con m1c inaecuri ty • of 

unem loyr:ient, of t e rig ta of m. ~t . n . to full r ha.re in 

the soci 1 o<ls d o t he t orn,l ag of etl h ; unl as e denounce corruption 

in government d. i hi n l c cea we .. e f . t 1 shepherds indeed, or ru ·orician• 

hurlin.,. ourselves t no hin . 

Bu ~lw I I tr to b r in m'nd , 

my f n ~tion i ht ot t eac 1 r n i , no t e i t ,; tor or propr ~ndi t. .'y 

we on can - ot hoe of ~ te or 1 as st le. 0cc i on lly t e hot, 

impatient ord 111 l ap 0 t _e 1 pa. cc y Le d • 11 r C for the 

scorpion hip !"l t t sight of outr eous 0 • t force yse f r ember 

th t in the iri Ul order it is t e l of dnea hich yields t ultimate 

victory. 0-.n- n .. la to ... rsu de t 0 a ·n o e, d our • peal 

1a not to cl • inte at but to Justi e .. d 0 asi· n and so 1 :u-ity. 
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,e ork 1th an institution d through an i n t 1 tut ion, 

d, t herefore, e t laarn t e bitter leaaon of p tience ~ pr tice it. 

_ er 1• a dea er te gr~.,1 t· tional down-pull to every organiz tion d he 

:ho resumes to a l ad.er i thin organiz tion t be content to 

I!loder te hia p~.ce to its lo pedeatri tElllpo. Els be geta outaide the 

r ·ir.ge of via on of t hose .ho he ishes to le d, .d is no lon er of ':rt 

ervice to th • living ting is called an organi ecaus it ia 

organized. Li e de nda upon rganiz ion. i ~e becomea re llty 

it unc ion t '1ro ,:h 

The proph t 

spacif ic gro of Je le, 

organ· z tion. 

of ol~ were not ov n~ ed iniatera of 

ho turned to t or daily gui ruice and in-

truction. - ~Y ere re ,kni ht-err ta oft e ,irit, ho ha.d no fixed 

ulpi t a served~ cong tiona, and 1 tru.cted no youth. They bad no 

fixed .. ode a d n shrine l 1c·1 hey c l d t e r own. The modern tn1s er 

ia mo e or t ze pri st or hes ge t h. t he r ophet . . e is he d of an 

hi toric in titut ion. , d y th t ver token he can not ro a fr e aa 

hi it • w.d ia . hil heroic rt dom frequently • a t'.M lot 

of tl e p oph£t -

t he tr-.ie priest of 

t o never-th less re • i f not • heroic w ita 

ho t build p tiently fro . ithln d ttempt 

aoci~l recon truction, piec e 1, ~ d . inst terrific i nstit tio 1 re-

sistance. o old had the te erity lo ever, to int in th t 

"The ...,., ~e i t e pre:a: rred to the prophet." 

I find it ver difficult to fine more slarpl7 thia 

t hought of min. It ie ver d to • the line betwee le derahi d 

propue.••- ... """ et een education agitation, d I •are th t pua,1llanl-

m1 ty and worldlineaa otten hide t .. aelvea behind thia distinction. But 



ur t t 1 e spiri l:ual " 

u i l l un rt n. 
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ill qui kl 

111 a t - t t 8 re 

platitudinous. ·th 

i s nly 'la ie oe or 

r a1.n j r· phr · es, 

e t C a I! dif rt, ce 

t ich I lvv outl ned 1• 

'glori ~ly i..f tt. It 
, ia lit; '-4 tu i • 

0 rto of 

ctity. r i clean · t loose u: on t. e orld. 

It n t re 

to thi rogr· • 

Y upon 

ill it 

sinceri ~ it 

a. \!lu ak o 

·'1 cribe• 

a s ir wu 
double-dealing. . or t rs, "' . ill be i.r 

pocriay 

ti le ~ "' l 

l oaders: 1 to itudel:) • e a l n 

1: itudee d attle-

criea soon ; enc e o ~ore 

I lw o . 11e I nave p dwell; n t t hr o h the 

e re aed r act i n of t 10 e i ti1e pe h ~' eae ~re, f • d large, 

irl7 rel 1 0 ren.c s. ihe I ve 

ve ut e an\.,e to 

el , to so, et l 

hing very ~lo~ to ne, e· nnating ·rom • 1 n r 

ec s d vital, .hi"- - ~ t o ue , in au at ce 

o "id re t el D'io tradi i o , I 

lgo I i e r ac d 11. 
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When I first graduated I follo ed the orthodox method of select

ing a text and expounding it. Occasionally th1a practice led to very 

satisfying result. By drillin into a text I so eti es stuck ome 

rich vein of thouaht. But more often the text led e into unnecessary 

wriggling and intellectual plastering. I found myself forcing slats in

to mortices not intended for them. I learned th tit was easier to get 

a suitable frame after the picture as done. And so early in my preach

ing career I abandoned the text for the theme. Aa I develope my theme 

illustrative texts usually present themselves in abundance. 
C.,,. ' I 

y se on topics are , ueWt-lly in the form of roblems or moral 

import, relevant and touching the lives of the eo le in the ews. Some 

of these problems are the large-scale, orld- ide economic, ol1t1cal and 

aocial problems, of concern to all men as citizens of the orld. Other 

problems are the more intimately human, of concern to men in relation to 

their own destinies and t eir immediate v1ro ent. 

~~ I find that the subjects(wh1ch ap al moat and "reach home" are 

not those hich concern the great taska of social reconstruc ·. ion, but 

the "homely" subjects, those which relate to par nts and children, to 

marriage and the home, to human struggle and aspiration, to the eaning 

ot human exptrience and how to face 11f. Great preachers have been 

praised by admiring hosts for their courageoua discussions of world prob

lems. They have been blessed by rateful hearts for the helpful way in 

which they illwn1ned for them the "homely" facts of th ,ir own lives._, S~ 

But rarely do I discuss books or play■ in th pulpit. I find 

that there is hardly one or two boos a year which is legit11ate sub-

ject atter for ulpit discussion. I know that one of the greateat 

temptations to a minister is to ca italize the inte 

in a book or a play in order to draw people to the church, and to present 
- -a digest of it, a task requiring little ffort of preparation, garnished 
I 
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with a aprigh ly running commentary. I have sonet1mea succumbed to 

this temptation myself. tall t his is book revie in -not reaching. 

I try not to be octrinaire in my ~reach n, edantic, or author

itarian; and yot I do not make the pulpit an o en forum or a debating 

platform, were all sides of all questions are ~resented. That I haYe 

for my class-room. To the pulpit I try to bring the positive, di_ective 

message, based upon convictions arrived at after t e closest s udy of 

hich I am capable . If I not clear in my own mind about a certain 

subject I do not spea of it. A confused, uncertain guide ho does not 

know t he road himself cannot lead. 

I do not try to exhort, but to inter ret and to illumine. As 

convincin ly as I can, I . resent the jud ent of reli 1on1 as I see it, 

on this or t hat social problem, or ph se of human experience . I resent 

the accumulated life- isdom of rel1 ion, arnered from the long centuries 

and the de conte~ lation. The result I reach after is illumination, 

insi ht, perspective. ~ -
I spend little time in defending rel1 on eeeft'liee I let the cogency 

~ 

and vitality of its messages ea for it. I find t h at people ar not 
I' 

hostile to reli ion. They onder hetner it has anyth in to offer to the 

groping mind and the f ished heart of the rorld . 

1 fkta bltat I do my best ork hen I have been deoply t1rred by 

omething hie I itnessed, read or experienced. A prolonged
1
unev ntful 

period of quiet study and reflection ill g ive to my se ons a refined 

academic air o.nd perhaps t he polish or an essay. They 111 read ell in 

print, but as seri ons t ey tail of their ob active . They leave the 

listener unmoved nd u1 lll tined . They re not living tre .a,-only 

lumber . en however I have 
w; I 

been emotionally or invellectually sirred by 
~ C.Dl'\1 M\4N ~ ~ A 

some hing hie I cont cted 
(' 

t tJn in my p otoral ork,-some flash or ra1Je 
" 

human co age, or sacrifice or joy, so e 1 tor human t ra dy, something 

hich plumbs t e dept 1s,- t h n t ere is added t e touch of the living coal 



to the spoken ord. inga soar. There is a lift and an inrush of the 

spirit. A ood is created. Something ha ens~ 

I should like to reach but once a onth. I have to reach once 

a eek. Some of my colleagues must preach t ice a eek. That is a 

terrific load. Frequently I run out of subjects. Frequ ntly I repeat 

myself, and my thoughts run thin. But one never kno~s hen the good 

sermon 111 be preached. This keeps both preacher and congr ga ion in

terested and expectant. To protect themselves against co plete failure, 

inisters have found various ways of collecting and classifying terial 

and of storing up ideas and impressions systematically, so that even in 
r)._ 

an "off w ek", hen the mind refuses to respond to the prodings of the 
" spirit, they ~111 have at hand enough ot material for a tolerably fair 

II 
sermon. But these sermons are the 1n1ster's real "trial• sermons ... 

I never speak extemporaneously. I al 8 ite out m er ons in 

full. I do not rely 

comes, and one is favored 1th a 

. e mom ntj. Sometimes it 

oncourse of clear ideas nd 

adequate phrasing . ost often it fails to ma e its ap_earance, nd both 

ideas and phrasing are tangled and a y. 

I always memorize my sermons. I never read a manuscri t from the 

pulpit. lhen I began my ministry I found the task o~ memorizin very 

arduous. I spent one and sometimes days in memorizing. Throu 
/\ 

uoua ap 11ca -1on I can now memorize my manuscript in half an hour. 

I do not try to be "modern". I do not aim to im ress my eon re-

gation 1 ht e latest scien ific tois, or with current shibboleth-

phrases, ban 1ed about by the intelli ensia. I have fou.~d that a new 

terminolo does not necessarily imply a ne truth. any discarded and 

obaolescen ideas have a WO. of reintrod,1c n them lves 
~ 

in,)iuman OU ht, 

tricked out in the you hful liver ot 
V 

s ,do--seien ific odernity. 
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I do no attempt to reach t o t he "modern m·nd". The modern 

mind is a passing non. I try to s . eak of and to the eternal 

spirit of m • an' bi sic needs and soul•h ngers remain the s • 'here 
• 
V"M are things which are unc anging and ovable and t ere are velu s hich 

are from everlasting to everlasting. 

There are cer t ain principles hich are indi s . ensable to any age 

regardless of 1~s intellectual, p•litical or economic contour. ether 

the age is one of f aith or reason or scepticism, hether its economic 

arrang ment is c pital stic or socialistic, and its political organization 

democratic or utocretic, certain asic ideals are inseparable from it. 

ithout t hem it cannot endure. They ar t e quintessential values hich 

carry any civilization along, hich cons rv its best traditions, and 

ich effect t ose adjustments hich ne conditions mare necessary. Just 

as t here are qu lities of ersonal charac er hich were reciou in t he 

sight of men fi •e t housand years ago and ich 111 hold t h lr identical 

w rth e.mon men tent ou nd ears hence--lnt grity, social mindedness, 

self res ra1.nt, coura e, loyalty--so t her are s ocial values, intellectual 

and spiri tual out-reacl ing of t he human race and paramount tasks 1th hich 

mankind burdlned itself from the beginning and W ich 111 persist until the 

end. 

Thee aB1ding social valu a are qui te old ta hioned. They are neither 

clever nor smart nor heady 11 ea new ine. They are as un en ational aa 

a mathematic l formula,--quite like t e nathe atical formula to h1ch the 

physicist old reduce the whole complex and excitin universe or ours. 
C. 

irgil co eludes the four books of his Georgi~ with an epilo e in 

w .. ic he say: "Thus I ang of the c e or 

hile reat Ca s r t hundered in ar by de 

law unto will n nations. 

I 

t..O. 
fwlds. of cattle, nd of tre s, 

Euphrates, and gave a ictor'• 

ile vast politic p eventa 
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ere sweeping y him ad mig ty changes and na 1ons re 

tn ing lac 11 a.round him, the poet as n var-the- s ont nt 0 ing 

of the tilla e, of pl 1ting, o he re in or eattl 1d t e ~8 1.g of 

bees. This as due not so uch to 11a lov 0 "inglo1 ·ous ease", ts he 

himself ut p r a ore stbtly nd profoundly o 11s .1.ntultive 

surmise that here in nature, 1n fie da, t1eea and e ttl, in t 1e r v l ving 

seas ons, n t :1 e 1•11nl life- ungor of :t 1ng . -nes , in lrth a d res rectio 

--1n the things hich tnt•, I: ru endure ~L,'ough 1 e,\ re the aDiding 

renlit1 s of 1 fe, the tings hich urvivo the rise and f 11 of e . ires and 

great Cne 0 nr'--s ~hunder ng by de p Euphrate. 

It s of these enduring re 1 ties 1 1 th rnor J old t 1 t I trr to 

reach. I see to correlate the te1por l i h ·he ete nal , to oint out 

the deep can els beneath the urt ca ed ios an 
? { 

r ous cro -curre th 

I try to 

equilib:rlurn nnd 

so. et in 

leo.d th 

lost sp1rttu l 

tote qu6ater f 8 or 

t ou t J. ere o e may reflect not so muc on 1nt is t11ely as on ,hat is 

timeless. 

Of co, rse the usy res les .. 1 en of our g neration, c ug t 1p in 

our social an intellectual ~1ph v ls , do no all care to listen to t h is 

t e of r e· • ching. But greater preachers than our ge can bo , t of~ found 

them.a l:ves 

I do no 

the raw, 

er in in the ril erne s.,,, 

ean to sug et that hes 
.j 1-l-V .. ~ 

•• ako¥1i nvoi~ the re sin I" ~ -

on ould o to C /1'.fe 1n 

e ery-day s)ci 1, po tical 

or econo ic robl 11 s it ''1 ic en are ru gling . i .., 

i Great reac in 

A 
al aya ad tin o the ·olca 

reever en uffer f 

o ce s otld .e ie r 

0 0 

~•0 tJ erev 
I ,-1 

eq o.l on s 

it er 

' 

n-

cat in, coun 11 , and pointln t e o con rete nd 

measures for r 11 f and amelioration. Unless e e fearlea ly nd at 
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decisive .o ent, of the soci 1 ,Dong C the 118 

of our rofit s 7 1 of econo ... ic ins cur ty, of ll 

nnizat on 1d tfn full r re int e ocial oft e 
cwl "Ir-~~~:::. 

corru_tionM in gov rn ent h >h pl ces re cods 
" 

are f ~ opherds 1ndo .d. -,-+(p ~ /\-
~ ..,f tr:-f to bear in mind, 1 ~rd thou t o:rten 

function is t (t of te her and ide , not nit tor or . 10.or it • . y 

eapons can not be ,hos of hate or cl ss strug le . Occnsion 11, the hot , 

1m ~ t1ent .. :ord 111 le p to t .. o 1 ps . Oec siona.lly the hand 111 reach 

f or the seer ~ion tlf 1 1 t the sig1t of n P~fore my-

self to re ernbor t~nt in the ritual /'\.y1elds t e tltlm te lctory . 

Our t&s is o rsuad t ro -h roe.son n t rou h love, n or ap 1 is 

not to clns~ i1te c nt. t to ·u f'tt ce nd co ssion nd h u. 

h r ... lY this I find it ver d_f icult to dofin 

It is very h d to dr 

education _ d a 1 

worl _iness of en 

the line bet ee 

and I 

therns lves 

or 

d r hip and rop 
I.) 

are p~s-11 
--: 

n t l 1 d 

ol d i'r)ty. 

hOU l t of m ne . 

nnda, bet een 

. lm..&.. y and 

B I • II'! sure 

t qt the i 

OI l stond . \ \fir • ,.,~ 
1/ I al 

he r iffe~en e tnd ill er-

s """now .. . h n I ve . ren ... h ell; no tl e X 

reactions of hose in t ' c ew-t ough • e are, h?f nd 1 r 
1 able ind x,- but ,.. rough m ... .,. o reaction . hen I ha e gi tt ranee t o 

ome bin 

es. ry d 

re of h 

r" l cs o e, men in from y inners lf, to o .. et ing nee-

to.l, :', ch I feel to be, in u stanc and m nner, 1 tl e m in 

r t ·all - ous tr dition, ow t ~nt I have re hed ell . 




