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I have been in faver of the city manager plan of government
for our community when both political parties opposed it, when both favored
it and when one or the other opposed it. Party organiszations will never be
very sympathetic to the manager plan. It interferes too much with their
forthright domination of the machinery of govermment and it weakens party
organization.

Hardly a year has passed since the adoption of the plan but
what one or the other or both of the political parties hawe tried to wreck it.
When they failed they united Lheir foreces to get the maximum amomnt of plunder
possible under it. Against such organized exploitation no democratie government
is ever entirely immane,

The oity manager plan for municipal government is the soundest
and most progressive form of govermment yet devised. Progressive communities
here and abroad have been adopting it in increasing numbers. One out of every
five cities in the United States having a population of over twenty thousand,
now operates under it. The idea that a modern city whose problems are purely
local and of an administrative character must De run by Democrats or Republicans
is a stupid anachroniam, If there is any shred of meaning left to these
political parties in their national significance there is absolutely nothing
left of it as far as their lecal application is doncerned. Party government of
cities is of no benefit to anyone but to the party boss and to the party machine,

The Cleveland commmunity has not dome full justice by the city
maneger plan ian not electing to the coumcil, which is the very heart of the

entire plan, more men of a higher and more independent type.of-eubltc-gfficbal.
When that is dome the plan will work admirably.

As it is, under the city m2nager plan, our city has enjoyed for
the last seven-eight years satisfactory government, better by far than in the
eight years preceeding it, and had it been less interfered with by grasping
politicians and big business interests an even better showing would have been
recorded. '

Both of the men who have occupied the office of city manager
served the city competently, faithfully and, their detractors notwithstanding,
honestly. No one will be se ve as to maintain that we have had perfect
government., But then no oae be so naive as to expest it in a city whose
electorate is not exercising its best judgment in the selection of men for
the key positions~the Coumecil.

But the achievementiduring the charter years point to a steady
upward curve of improvement if the charter is not tampered with.

Proportional represantation which is part of our present charter
and under which we elect our present Council is the fairest and most satisfactory
way of reglstering the collective will of the electorate. It does not pernit
the utter annihllation of minorities which frequently contribute the best of
thought and personnel to a legislative body. It permits the majority te govera
but insures the opposition representation and a voice in government. The




arguments of the opponents of P, R, have been characterized more by {11
temper and impatience than by logic and sound Judguent.

The Dansgeau \mendment has nothing to recommend i8. It will
restore a form of govermment in our commanity which was tried, found wanting,
discredited and serspped. It will ratard our civie progress.

The task confronting the intelligmt citizemry of Cleveland
at this hour i3 to preserve the city manager government in Cleveland and
to elect independent and capable men to Council. There is a goodly number
of such men standing for eclection this year. An indenendent Council »{ll
help to weaken the hold of both politieal party machines whose intarests
are today as always, the naxlmum of plunder and the miniwmum of good government,
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