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City manager government, Cleveland, 1931. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



I h ve en in t :Yff ot , 
or ov co lty •he 'both po11,1c p 

oity m&llUll:er pl of .,. rmea, 
1• • o oN4 1 t, • en both f a'Yore4 
ari 0J'pnisa,1ou •111 n.eYer N 

llaterter•• loo IIIIIOh with their 
,..,.., aJl4 lt ••eJrea• p y 

it one or other op oN4 lt.. 
ver, \he\lc to t manapl' plan. It 
orthrlch' lzlatlon of the chine o 

orpnlaa,loa. 

p 8N •lac• the p ion of ti. plan lJat 
• , ou or the other or o the po11,1ea1 p ,1. !1 r •• vlN '° w111k lt. 

thQ a1le4 thq altei their tonea t et the DaJ1~1.a• mllfilllat 1..._ 
poaal 1• a4- l'- ~~, au orpa1N4 qplo1\M1 a aamc ••nae• 
1• ..,_ tlnq ialllllljl. 

.. o1,, IDBlllll&II., pl f -a.olpal a1'enll1Dlfllll l• tbl ... -.., 
a, pnpeulw t ot _...._. JH den.MA. PP11-... ... 1w -IIIDl\lN 

here bro n ,,111c 1, la 1DCNU ..... OM I ot ner, 
tlw 01,1ea 1n \be UnlW '-'- a populat1oa o. o'Y• 1Na'7 ~4 
DOW op tN llllUI• 11. !lie idea Iha\ •don oi,7 whoN probl an purel7 
local azul or an aclnilliAIUlw obaran• , 1- ND DJ .uenDOJ!'ll,a or epulloau 
1a a a,vpl4 au onl If ,_.. la arq ebr ~ m._ 1 t, te t N 
po11,1aa1 par,s.ea in lr natio aipltloanoe \hen la abe.>lute 7 o blag 
let, ot lt aa f u their lecal. 11cal1• la to GU"MI. .,.,..._, et 
cltlea la ot ao l»eufll '° arq lllll to tbe p ,, • and to t part7 ohlne. 

maiCM!ll!~r 1 
entire plan. 
hen t t la 

'?be Clewla4 
, eleo, 

11 of 

• tall tlce IV \be ~1t7 
1.c 1i \he ver1 hean of ,be 

\7Pe.Olf p•lla ,eflzlai:b 

• 1t la. IIIM,..... , cUi7 •-- la. ow lt1 enJ01•• tor 
t • \ ...-..tchl v---~ aalllltaoto17 p~al"IIND\ 1 ._,,a rt far than ia the 
etch, 
polltlclua 
re rML 

...tiJac 1,. •4 ba lt • 1- latertere4 lf1Ul gnapbg 
d bi« -..In•• 1n,eneu an nn t\el' ahowbg woul •• en 

th of t • • oc 1• , • office of clt ---.-r 
tal\ld'ull.J •• t ii' detnolon nilba\aa•tnc, 

ft ~ ........ ,a1a t t .. ~- p•f• ' 
aern4 t clt7 c-,.tatl7, 
houatl.7. o ou 'rill M 
goTen11at. t then DO oa 
electo ,. l• , mrclalllg lie 
tha b7 poa1,1a the Oo• 11. • 

IO A 1Te u to eapeel 1, l1l a clt,7 who•• 
' .llltllPIJllt 1D the NlMti • of tor 

achle1~- I '" • point to a ateaq 
up• 1m1 .... •-t 1f ,he cna .. ~ \ ere4 Willa. 

Propol1i1-- ·eion ... tatloJa wh11-h 1• p ot ov Pl"ltM~, c ,er 
and mur lab •• ale I ov re , o cil la t alrea\ aD4 t adllfM,017 
•q of r lnvlng \he colle tl'Ye •111 ot t e ,1 .. ,ora,e. 1, clON not per. , 
t • ut\er llllla\ of lnorltl • ch nquaatl contrllaiate. 'he ot 
t O ' Pll'IOIUlel ,. laglalatlY• • 1, P• lu • or1'7 ...... 

t lDaur•• the oppoa111oa repreaen\&tlcm and Yolo• 1n go .. naaen,. 
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I ' ~ve been in favor of t e cit 
I 

manager plan of government 
for our ommunity hen ~oth political partiesj.ppposed it, when both•M-111111!1=­
"-~MS f vored it d i'nen one or the other 4-i• .. -w. ... ••••--•••~t 

ppos it. Party orga.~izations --never be ver· s thetic to 
pl n,•~•= .. •1111•• ... ~- It interferes it their !'ort'b.right 
of tae machinery nd it eMenb party organiz tion. 

rdl iilliil~u since tne adoption o 
what one or the other o of the ~olit ical parties in nm sf*f amaytr to 
reek it. ,hen they railed t ;_he ited tneir forces to .:;et the 

1.ax amount of plunde ---· sf tat tll?lllifAl.gainst t no -.,.. 
..wQJt democratic gover 

~ 

~he city m~na.ger pl for municipal gover ent is the ........ · sounl~.-u--
nd ~-~ forn of gover en\. rogr a :::::=· . .;.·-.... 1ties 'ere and abro d have 

been adopting it in • creasing n •nber - e i 'eat' at a modern cit~, whose 
pro lems are purel local a d of an ad.1inistrative haracter tiliWi·w.a!ta~ 

Deinocrats or Rep licans is a st pid and ■ 1iit1 ;Jens anachronism. If t ere is 
an shred o· mea ing left tot es litical parties in their national significance 

• there is a sol tel ~otbine 1 ft as far ~s their local appli ation is concerned. 
Party gover.ment of cities is o no oenefit to an one but to the part oss and 
to he ... t machine . 

v.: 
~he Clevelan co unit as 1 ta.one u.11 ju/tice y the city 

manager plan i not electin ,. to the co cil. i • i the heart of the entire plan, 
a higher and .uore independe t t ;pe of publi offici 1. ' en t t is done the 
plan ill work admirabl . 

CMA.. 
s tis. der the city ;~nager plan , ~ it· as enjo ed •-~ 

eight years satisfactory gover ent, better by far than in the eight 
pr ceeding it,, 

} 

Both o 
served t' e city o npetent • 
honestly. ·o one will 
g vernment. Eut ~-- • 

ve o~c 
• ly a'!'ld, tLleir detrac 

ai tain that e have 

~ 

~
7 

- • Proportional represent tion ~ich s 
charter and under which we elect our present eouncil is the fairest ~d 
s tisf ctory wa of registering the collective will of the electorate. It doe~ 
not pernit the utter an.~ihil tion~~ inorities hi h frequent ly contribute the 
best of tho ht and personnel to i'ii legislative ody. It pe{fits t e m~jority 
to govern but insures the opposition representation nd a voi?~ government. 
'!'he pponents of . -·• h-ive been c r cterized more by ill temper d impatience 
t~ by logic sound judgment. 

'!'he Janaceu endment s nothing to reco end it. rt ill 
restore a for of government in our co nity hich as tr ied found ~ting. 
discredited and scrapped. It '111 retard our civi progress. The task \;Onfrontin 
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capable en to 
ta..~d·ng for election 

~ 




