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MCXJR DDT TO OS jll 

Abba Hillel Silver. 

osea is t he f irat great religioua per1onalit7 

which appeared on the acene of history. Up t o his time all 

religion.a •• folk cr•tlona. The)' were anoJJ¥moua. Tbe7 were 

not the achieTemeD.t■ of out atanding individual.a. 

'l'he ancient religion• of India, Babylon, F.gypt 

or Greece were the precipitate■ of lmperaonal and unconacioua 

piritual forcea. They were early '• pragmatic d,Juatmenta 

to hl• world. 

1th o••• the prophetic personality enter■ the 

~ ena of rellgiou.a thought. The great One- an 1••• who 

conacioualy and quite deliberateq re-interpret• the aocl&l. 

belief• and cu.atom• of his d8l d gi vea them a new and definite 

directioD.. Thia marka the beginning of re11g1oua progr•••: for 

religioua progreaa move• in the channel of peraonallty. 

Student• of religion have been 1mpreaae4 by the 

sing "peraonality of t e God of the Bible. J eh 1• not 

a pale, meta eyaical batraction or a catagorical 1mperat1Te. 

He ia intenae Lite ruid 111 and Power. "I th t I " e 

move■ thro-ugh tlw hiatory of Iarael an overwhelming Preaence. 



It is not unlikely that the undant peraonality of i'oae1 

firat endowed the God concept of the ancient ere•• •1th 

t hat unique lity of aterful peraonality which from 

then on e poaaeaaed in the mind of I rs.el. 

ow• tis man oaea? Very little ia o 

of h th t mny not be regarded a• legendary . .!he great 

miata of history envelope him. Yett ough the clou of 

legend• d the of the centuriea the aaive outline• of 

the man who atood a.t the dawn of I rael 1 • national 111 • and who 

fa hioned ita destiny, e discer ible. 

oa a i i entified wit e roic epoch of the 

• xocma ~ ich took pl e 1ome t rteen hundred ye • before the 

co on er . nwnber o ild ~emitic tribe• had igrated into 

the delta of the rile d settled t re. 'or t e they were 

proaperoua and free. change of dynaaty occurred and t •• 

trib a were subjected to oppreaaion and tyranny . . ey were de 

to do the hard taaka of the tlana, to build their fort1f1e4 

citie■ and their pyr id.a. ey ere enalaved. l'h love of 

freedom, owever, the wild freedo of th desert, ch the•• 

tribea once exp r c d n ver c let ly fo r ot, rem ined 

1th them, a oulderi , unt 1 the time when o res ion w ed 10 

et th t t he fire• of rebellion seethed in the oula of the•• 

n, d osea eared on the aoene. 
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e told t'1at 'o •• •a.a doo ed to death aa 

e e ·\ll th mal children born to t 1e I r lite in ypt. 

in li tl r of irushes. 

ng 1 fl 8S by t .. ter o t 1e Jile. The 1 a.""l. "ho waa 

destined to th~ e i er r o • .. is p , a_ le himself elivered 

d OS 8 81' up from : ... t JY oh. 

prince 1n t e l=1e,., of '4 e k ine. 

~ nl t th r. le or of h . co a of the !llCi nt 

Phc.rnoha , 'oaes 

•, nt ut to ! • 

S r'iiS d,. But "when he ew u.p he 

ret en H • • , ... h . p·.. .ice he de cended to the 
• 

hovel of th sl vea. et een :>r 1.e d loyalty oae cho e 
.., 

l o q, t . y rl e be} ld t e e vi~ ltitudea t 111n under 

the burning gyptian s es, slaving for . d groa?1i under 

the yoke of the ~~s - qt o~ea e t e. what his mi1 ion in 

life oul be. o, • beco e t 1e ncip- tor oft eae people. 

- '3re c e d..~ h n 'o c~ • eeing gyptian 

bru.ta.ll ~ t t '" l o- Lbr w, os in his rt d 1n the p ••ion 

0 au.th and slew hi. 

Jew, and was fore d 

exile. <or ~ 1.'f y ,, 

d 1 ter e 

·1ee f om th~ 1 

• betr yed tJy fello -

t. Re ec ,,,e 

De 11 dint e 11, mesa of idian. 

Duri a tho e qi t y ar 0 • 

d to a nd to store , t t vat• irit 

d 1 e to think 

n r which 

enabled him 1~.t r on to bee e t t- le der of hi eople and the 

teac r o ·mkin 
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Three great religions h ve come out of the 

ilderne••· In the wilderne••• t e Arab• say, there 1• 

nothing but llah. 'l'he wild.erneaa is very rich aoil for 

the .-oir1t of man. 

o •• lived in the peace of that wildern••• for 

many years. He a.a a shepherd. Re learned, the R bia st33, how 

to be a shepherd ot people by be~ hepherd of a floclc. 

He taated, too. of that aharp ·reed.om 1c t e deaert proffers 

ita children. one is ao f ree •then m din th wilderne••• 

Then one~ is long period of spiritual geatatioA 

waa con111r.mated. A voice, 1 erioua and un eniable, c led him to 

his life'• work. God revealed Himaelf to h , s God lwaya reveals 

aelf to men, aa a. consuming and in onsuma le n e, a• an over­

powering rind burning conviction. oeea realize• that be DJW1t leaTe 

the qu.ie t and peace of hi• desert world d return to th teeming 

world of the Nile, to the harsh and troubled orld of master and 

sla'Ye, nd begin the itter struggle o e ancip tion. 

oaea heal tea. He knowa before 1 d the rt rdom 

hich alts the prophet and le der. He recoils from hia 1• ion. 

" o I f" " t shall I a unto then?' "The, will not belle-Ye me." 

ttI not man of word.a. Th ger of th ord la great. A conTic-

tloa once it becomes atrong int ao~ of mania a deTouring fire. 
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It cannot be quenche. 

o (o.ea le vea t ri 11 rn a d return to 

The lo ,., p riod of co fiict be i •• 

onl7 h: h r e o 1t ign.te hi 

i sk 1• to convince not 

dahi •• but lao a. people 

pt. 

ich _or fo d e rs h d been steeped 1n alaver1, to want 

freedo • to t 1 out for 1t. 1 ission t fint f ila. 

rom e· e urden of is eople, dditional burdens e sup r-

impos.ed upo them. h ill s e to 1 t t at no meddler •111 

"incite t p 01 le to br . ,. loose f r.i their ork:." eir burdens 

must de 11 e vi r d .eir spir b oke still ore. '!'he 

sl vs-people aoon egins to ble . int o es d on, hi• brother: 

" _ e o d look po yo nnd judge bee :u e ye ve ., de our savour to 

be hor d 1n t e oh dint e eyea of his aenanta, to 

put word 1 their hr"Uld t 1 us." But o ea peraista. Between 

resent eI!t t tnair titude a d love h ich under ta.nda and forgives 

bl chos lov. e e 

Soon t 

.e 

orta hi p o 1 . e teac 

cien er for freedo 

the cient emorie1 

•• He persuades. 

is roused ain 

d the cient 

rid. ~ ~ ires r elllon "' indled. eople riae. 

bre ~ t roat,n he ~ 

oft free aert t 

tskea pl ce. 

ini lls 

Y• rch, on tot 

t. t tote o en stretch•• 

Promised Land. The Exodua 



-
t 1o ea o • t tit 1 n t no to .. ancip te 

people i~ro by ical lav ry. I Isr l 1 to com 

n tion it e ancip t d s 1r1t lly ell. 
I rael la . o J.r e • i ut l aw. \C or ingly, 
oo • tr · h- zo • Jl h • oplti o t uvt o ount 

e • • in r • ta h in t c s of 11£e. Ile fo tea 

nt■ -
or t·e min legiala ion -

hich h Ye sine b c et di it ■ of civillzation. ~ eae 
hold within them e en, n ti 

1 neat of 1 ter roph tic 

i ce o 11 t he rich, irit 1 

t tl: foot .t. ~ill i . 'oaea covenant■ hia eo le 
o 1 a ·••ti . Iarae is to b ique eople o the peo l • 

o th e h, 1 ki o pr1 ate and hol n tion." ~ hesvy 
de 01' 

• cc pt 

'l'j'pt - the 

ol e?J. 11' 

for 

vaat t 

i toric i ion 

h1.le t 

te, it 1 SC 

d 01 

• t 4, tragic 

0 r izea t 

een t l ve-p 

is 1 ed upon it. 

eo le, the I 1 ed titude, '· r <illy 

ed for it. I• t int of 

rfdom - ia till upon it ul. llle 

ymbol o generat on t t 1 not flt 

tone generation c not bridg the 

of'. t and t Land of Pr 1•. 
·r pe le c not be forged out f an• continv.al.17 Utw~r 
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aft rte fiesh-pota o i nd prefer th ecuritJ of 

servitude to t e erils o! reedcm. . ch men UlU.8t die in the 

wilderneaa. . ne ~neration. hich id not kno the laah of 

h o , must ari e ere J rd&~ ere .. be croaaed.. 

·o, ter many y ara of wan ring, oaea bring• 

the new gener tion to the threshold of C a.an. Th re t a a 

of his lif end.a. Hi ork is done. He, 1imaelf • doe• not enter 

the Promiaed Lan 1 1 der t die wit his eneration ... 

Upon •o,.mt . e o. t e legend aays, t e 1 briel 

read out hi• couch d the uigel ic l • r.ead a purple robe 

upo:>. it and the el Zagzagel pl· c ol n illow underneath 

his e d, and God, elf, descended, d with a ldsa took o ea' 

aoul to he :ven. nd ao .osea ed, and "no man knoweth hla 

ae lcher unto this day." For man must not be or ipped by men, 

only th God in .... 

Moaea •aa the firat grea\ emancipator of the human race. 

He waa the firat revclutioni to history. Thi t ought r n ned 

1th Iarae1 
• a. It never forgot that it• national life began 

1n a revolt ~ga.inat t ranny. 'r edo-, be the keynote of Israel'• 

aspirationa, - politic • 1oc1 nd economic freedom. Thia 1• the 

veey heart of Re raic prophecy: "'l'o br 1ng the pr iaoner from the 

dungeon and them that ai t 1n darlme•• out of the priaon hou.ae. • 
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oaea, Jewi h tradition r int in•• • the i'irat 

d greate■t of t he prophet•. "Th r h t not 1 n prophet 

ince in Israel 11ke to 'o e • ,. Unlike ao ot r of t e e t 

religloua leader• of mqnkind, ose • not a myatic or n pac lyptic 

e a.a not a revealer of heavenly rca.na, t ho h he did 

"draw near unto t he tick rkneaa her God ." Te a aoc 1 

prophet, e ar h itect of s cial order bu.11 t upon the dur ble 

foun tiona of r1 teouan as. 

'o ea • e r at •-gl r. e ... or 1 the ·orah 

of oaea. The ive Books e his, not of 1 o it1 • but ot 
i own ea ential in pir tion. Both t he 'r ftten d t e ral L • of 

Israel tr e the ir line e to h d tot u borit of hi■ 
peraon lit . 

o • • • t rue lead r of en. knew t e on ot 
leader hi • Ho of ten did t he ala Yea • l don t h lon, d 
trek to f reedo t upon him 1n rage, aee in o eetr y hi I aw 

often did t y vent t ir d diacontent upon h J t pi tied 

t heir blindn ••· He for ve t l eir f ithleaaneaa. l e loved t l em. But 
he never yi lded to t . e led. • ey follow d. bout him stre 

the orltl e of i ghty cour ,g • 

o • • the founder oft e J •1•h tion. In br b,m 

e baYe the atory ot a wanderi tribe. 

th Jewiah tion begina. 

1th !o •• the h1ator7 of 
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nd fittingly e ough thia rugged leader ot 

~ belltau.a host, t oi a tion- builder and law- giver, t 1 prophet 

t Lord kne face to face 

it ilit . " t . osea .1 

h en t t ere u on t e f ce of 

... h .... art of h s 80 

. • a .1ever ed by h i . eat eas. · 

'elov d of od nd a aa oses . 

s 1 herd. 

in 11 his ~· crowned 

aa very ble, above all 

t earth. " 

le, kno h ia ility, 

ey lovi "'11 turned to him . 

- ey c lled him •'?he it ul 

nd t S' h rd f idi ul ~ve eked for no 



I 

• oses i s t 1e first 

• t b c e .- "" · - or U.J t n 1· s t 1· 1 A 11 v 1 1 c !1 a o e • re a. on .. e s .'.l o ... ...1 v .,' • _ ... 

+-. rea .. t ns. '!n .... r ,. ere ., 

not t: e achieve,. =its of' outsta. a.:.n.i: in ivia --;.1.ls . 

~.cient r e: i g i~n o! . a. ia., B~ lon, t O!" 

Greece were tne prec i ) i V tes o:f ir:1personal nd '.4"1 ons~ io"l.ls s )iri t1.1·1l 

fo r ' es . r tic d,ju ents to hi s wor1· . 

.' it: .. .. '. es t:i.1e prophe ic nerso1·lity enters tne ---re~ 

~onsc iousl • '10. 

a ll i te • eli erate l ,. re .:..nter )rets t e o"' i& s";o .. s o_ is 

d. I .,...., ., .__ .. g ves ·ef ir.ite a irec E-h • s .i- r Ks tne 

ee:: •• pressed 
~ 

the .... :naz in.c-

11 oerso:11.lit II o~ he }). of the !ji le . 
~. 

ls h Jahw• n not e , T.e t s ic 

'3.ust r·A~ti o. ~ C' t' e 
f-

is r~~~t-V"t!t /J....L. e Vo .. er . II ,r "'Tl t , t rr .. II "'Te r"ove3 ... 

t' O\l,!~h the .. i~ tor y 01 :srab .. over·;! el .. i~-"' resen-.;e. I is .. o t 

:1likely t . .- t t. e a "'.l! nt ers L a li o. ~o s es : ir s d.o ··ed t te od 

conce_ t o the , nc ien11 

_erson· lity wni h 

s ;·t} t l fit J....."'lioue ality 01 m, st rful 
~-t. ,,,,, 

o~ • po s-'sed ;n the in" f of 

sr el . 
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··,·no • s th:s Tl n , . ses? ~ e • it t ~ e : s .. o .1:1 of i .. 

~; t. y n t e re~~rded 

e:~ e .. ope/ hi.~ . 'r::l). y et thro.1 n 

the .es o; the ~-~ vno stood .-.:it t' e d.a;,•r. of ... "!' e s 

.oci s 

tne ·o'!lmon era. 
NI 

0.1. t 

s~ioned its destiny . 

.. o es is ident·-ied ·:itn t.e ne 

r _en took pl ce s::>. e L irteen hu..11 • ed. j'e rs efore a.. i,,&.tAM,l 

..... nild t.r .. es 1~- d r ted ·nto 11he de ta 

ere 
4

rosperous A 

_e of dynast oc urred ru these tri~es ,ere s. e ted to opuress·on 

d t ra:my. a. th h r S O! he ypti·ns, 0 

o~ild their iortified es n • t - ir _,. r::J . ere ensl ved. 
_ e love of r~e m, o e·er, t~•~•~~~'•••·11111•S•1 vh ild free on of he 
-e rt ... ese tr es 0:1.ce exoer·e.ced nd ver 1..,Q te _ or ot, I . ., 

rem ine ~- • t. t. e. , s. tilderin ntil t e t • ~-e ~:.e n w ·ed 
so re t tnat . • ~res o_ reoe lion Os PW .. seeth h 

I, e n o..:. s o ... 
lev ~ 

, OS s . ·red t: e s .... 0 e~ I ~ p n • w . 

''e . r t ~d t .. 'lt . 
oses .. s 

. 
00·1 ed to de s ere 

the . e ~hi.. ·re· orn to t· !sr·e ·tes n t. ... ot·er, h \ eve 
.,, 

t 

s./~ :e " 
• ce 

. . im ~ rk 0-· t -" ..... 
" e ... .o e .... ., ers 

0 :· 1et 
e 

V -L1~ n \ 0 s • estL. d t b e i er er of 
.:.s le vas hi , ciel·ve ed ro .. at r t!1.e er o:.. t e 

.. ., 

! raoh . A.c°'1d . ses e I up rlnce in t e l ce 0 t e .. L . 
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. e s l e .a.or f t .. e ~n rts "'" t. e .cie::it 

r hs .'o e s . ~s r sed, J. e 

en o • .. t o ....- Lis 
. ,, 

re _ren . _r o t h e ' . aescended to 

lo :il t• r ~ one the hovels o:· t .e sl " 

1 + -r " .e helc. t e 'tv:n ti es toi i::i , ... "rl . e 
~ "J . . , 

t 'le rni~ s:_ies, 1 V or . lc1 r oh ,., - ·oa. :ng • :1der .... C'. '-

. oke t . t: 
. vers . t .! 

..., .. _ a t is . i sion in e 0 a s ie- .. • ... 

1 .. - .. e ould e. ;:)O •• e e .. o •l h e. ~ p tor 0 le . 

.. e .. .. o es , eein n t,}"'• .:t ly 

. .. t. ~ n ~ .:e in his .. 

r-:\ d n .1e p ss . : i. " ! .. 0 . er 

oetr ··ed ,, _ .. 
lo - Je·, t ne l"nc. o ... , uyp e .. ... ... 

I 
. 

ec .e !l exi le . ~o_· , .e .e l il er ::iess of i d i!l. .. 
r i"' i,hose llie C rs n '1e 

. der.ess 

, oses t o .i:l C '10. t o e T. 
. .., ... t ore ... :n t h ,,t V .. !,, 

!'lerg ed .. i.. 1 er n 0 e o·. e t.e l e uer of people 

.ci t e te~che r of a ... ·~ • . 

a 

e -.,a 

ople 

.!.h ee re 

., . ir i . 

i e:-; io::is have come out of t · .e 
~~~ jll~.V­

s "'J , .er i s n t: . in o t 

.'o es l ve ::i t • e p e e f t • t ,.; • 1 er. s s l ye rs . 

shep· erd of . e • er a. . :e l e r t : 

e L u hep er o ... .' 0 

s s o i to 

• e a .:>te · , t o , 
~ . 

r t ..: r eed.err. 
/' 

h i h tne e er t ... ro_ f crs .,s I., il ar e . . ... e s so ree ,.. .e d i. 

·~e ... ne d • i lo_ er r io • of s • • ri a 
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..,, 
.Yo i • e

1 
i .. Jeri.ous ... ., 

'0 "1SU"!l' 3. 
., . 

"10e!'l ... 0 el l.. 

1v his li e's 1ork. 
., 

re 'ea.led .L.s f t 0~ 1 1.y to 
/\ 

\ 

s a cons .. in .. d A:l,1.,0 .. fl -e, s n over nd 

., !ling '0'!1Vi t .ion. . :o es re izes t .. ~t h . 'J.S t 12 ve th uiet nd 

sert . orl re t :.1·:1 
..e... . 

:ile , 7' e.ce 0 3." t ,. 1 

t<.,,,(~~-1 +· D-

e ·o Jhet :n 

., fl ,.oru.s. 

s r n 

s 

vonvi ruler 

ple 10.,.. ... 0 ._ ... 

... • -is . .:.ssio ... 

n.:.s pe:>p e, 

·ee to 't ... h-l t ~ .. o .e d 

ne·r ,;ork. ' __ ir 

l 'ive , 

. 
, 

. . 
efore.1"':.d tne ~. r ,...., • I'\ es. e ""' ·ows . . Or.l • 14 I., • 

, 
l. ... :e rec ils -r:>~ .. is .. • s·on . " ... , no - II 

II .... ... e., • ill n t ... i ve . e . 11 11
... ::n .... ot a 

1 ... 

a 

r.:.cd o: 1.. ~-..!li\; Ir 

to e .4 s ... r s: i_:>s, bH 

• ~ 1.,een 
i& 

re ears teep\..Cl l . s e 

f·rst ils . •:-: ... ro .. e s .,... t e ens of 

re s.1per . osed. 1....p n t • Pr!! • ' r oh • ill . 

' 
\ 

er - l in ite the e ple to re '- oose fro 

b1:: made st· 11 vier ,..Y' 

~ o • .en st i 11 ore . _} e sl ve- ueonle . o . - . 

he e ·es o:' 

t ir "ld t 

h ,. . .. 

S • II 

e ot1r s~vo i., J ,. 1-io red in 

in t.1c. es of ~is erv·"1ts , t p 
ct.w 

sword 
' 

B·.1t .~oses pe sists.\ et·,een rese:: 

~, 

J. 

;;/ 
' 



,... 
J -

~ 

r·e ove. :e exhorts is le. __ e te l!hes. .. e pe r~u . :e es. 

h 1 en es . ;::, 0n ~ !"l""'lw e::1 t h ger or rend s ~ o·J..sed 

e he ts ... the sl:>ves ~ h-... 
, 

e ... . e or s r ~Q.. ne 

• ·es of _ t:" el lion re k· .. d e _:.e eople a se . _he e. ·.i: 

t T'Q .1 t be ·, lls 
JM#:_-'/o 

o ... .t!i~., _ t, () ., ~~ open s:retcri.es of the 

f ree desert they w=:;. r .. e :romised :. !ld .1 II 1 _ne ~ ~')d~s 

.. t .. oses knows thr.>t • t is .. ot e.1ou:;'h to e :icip te a 

aople 1'ror. physical sl ,,very .. _ ✓•• Isr e s u..,corr..e 

• t e em r .. • , ..... ed l r•1 swell. .T..J. t 

or there is !10 !'r-;e 0 ·1i' .. O'J. 1,~ ., . ... co t'l:.e 

oous, '1~ le~ds t .Le pe,ml tc th ... ~oo: 0 - ere he ir;.s t Jets 

~ e .. in Ce V ~'S 0- "· fe. :e for 1 tes o· t' .em ir1.:,. U:.. \;ode •• so. i-l. 0.L 

lei~ t:on O":' and!ne:i.,s - ,., -~~ 1 h ve s~ .. '"'e oe om s 

of C 
. . . 

71 t!J ...... .e r. 

i o.eas o 11 t:~e r..:.c!'1 , spiri ,, 1 narvest o:f later ro:heti~ is ... 

i\v ~ ... e oot 0 . $~ -~ i .. O..;,e o e .. ants 

.. s de w ;:'~(. Isr - is tc e , i q_ue eople .. o:::: t· .e n op es o • the 
,I,_ 

art:. , II ,. ,~. do .. ,f' ·icsts r.L. :wlv ~· t. o .• . II o ... 

historic p ? .... e pan 

:B.,.t n: e the - t· II • d e -.. 1 .. xe . 
I 

i t:.'.d 11 readil • 

t -

the "l e- ol r~d o serfdom- : sti u on f e·omes 

he tr s.rmbol o er.. r or reed rn . oses 

l'l . r e the v st ~lf.., t.een the 3 "lve -



t 

--

.&' ~ pe .... .L .. 1) ... vd J-

O'..lt 0 0 C 
.,.. +- • 1 .. ""- .: 

, t ~:e i~ . 1e -...er .es., . ne, ....... ..., 

... h r hi 
,. t !'I ise re r ... .. 

~ 
.,., e ~ros~ • -4 .. .... 

5; I 

Q., 
... t o:!: 

~er·1t ~on to e d -· ..,- :iaa~. _h re t . • 

rt: :s d ne . .. se t e 

ea_:er .. ·s ....... e:-er ti n. I , f 

out his CO' re d : is 

•. d : e ,+ ,el 

s 

m 

: r hi ed. 

r. _ irst __ re t e. 

:e • s 
0 

Isr e ... t never Ior ~o t · t o .. ~ 

.. r e o 

o·i·l .,.., ev J o. i . ~re s ; , J. . ... 

1· I II -0 ... .. t r0 :i ~ .. ... .., 

.• t s 0 ·t t .e ... e. II _,... ... ... 
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'oses i t e f irat eat religious eraonality 

hie ppe- ed on the scene f story. U1 to ia tioe 11 

religions ere folk creations. ~h ere OnJillOUa. ey ere 

not t e achiev enta of outst .ding indivi ls. 

he ancient religions o I dla, o lon. gypt or 

Greece ere the precl it tea of i personal d unconscious spirit 1 

forces. They ere e 1y m •s pr at ic djust ent s to his orld. 

1th .oses the prophetic ersonality enters t he arena 

of rel ious tho nht. Th e t One-' d ~onscioualy d 

q ite deliber tely reinterprets the soci 1 d customa of ia 

day d giv a then new And efinite directi n. Thi m rks the 

e inn1 of reli ious pro'"'Teaa, for reli iou ro eaa ovea in t he 

ch _nnel of p rson'llity. 

"tu ents of religion h.,ve bee:i i ,preaaed y the .. zing 
. 

'person llty" of the \.J'Od o t' t; ible. Jahw is not p le. met physic 

a str ction. ct aorlc~l i er tive or an intellect!.lal necessity. 

is pro ul ive. lie d will n d po er. I I . t l t I n. It e ,ovea 

t o h the i tory o1 Israel · s ove el i esence. It ia not 

unlikely t • t t e bundant perso • llty of osea 

conce t of th ncient e re•• ith t· i unique q lit o 

God 

stertul 

eraon lity w ic ·ro tl t time on Ja· w 1 po 

Israel. 

sed int e inds of 

e 

-

1 
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. o as this man oses? Very l ittle ia known of him 

t hat m iy not be regarded s legendary. The eat myths of history 

enveloped h im. ~ d et t hroueh t e l egendary bellisbnenta we IDS¥ 

see t he ou linea of the reat man who stood at t he dawn of Iarael 1a 

n tin l life d ho fashioned ita destiny . 

exodus fro 

the c on era. 

. o ·ea is i entified 1th t ne gl . orous e och of the 

pt ' llc h t ook place some t rteen hundred years before 

Some wild ~e itic tribe• had mi r ted into the delta 

of the iile. ~or t t hey ere prosperous d enjoyed f reedo. 

ch'lllge of dpaaty occurred and t h ae tribes ere ubJected to op resaion 

A.nd tyranny. _ ey ere de to do t he d tasks of the gyptiana, to 

build their fortified cities and their pyr i ds. _ ey ere enslaved. 

The love of f reedom, however, t he yearning fr t e 11d f reedom of the 

desert hich t hese tribes once experienced and never c l e tely forgot, 

r em ined with t h , ouldering, until t et e nen oppression waxed 

so oat t hat t · e fires of re bellion began to seet he in t he souls of 

these men and o aea ppeared on t e scene. 

e re told t 1 t oses aa doomed t o death a were 11 

them le children born t o t he Iaraelitea in gypt. ia oother, ho ever, 

pl ~ced him in a little k of bulruahea, on~ the fl a, in t be w tera 

of the. ile, even a t he legendary f ounders of e ere pl ced upon the 

atera of the Tiber. . m. ho a.a eatin~d to bet e deliverer of 

his people a.a h self delivered f rom death by t he d hter o t he 

Ph aoh. d . osea grew up a prince in the p 1 ce of t.he king. 
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idat t he 1 nor of the courts of t e ancient 

Pharaoh• .'oses a r ised, an tian • .But en he re• he 

ent out to see~ his bret en. om the p·l ce he descended to 

the hovels oft e slavea. tween pride ui loy lty .e chose 

loy'\lty. by he beheld the a.ving ltitudea toiling under 

t e burning gyptia.n ea, alaving for 1 aoh and gro ing under 

the yoke of the taa~. •istera. . os a kne t 1en : at his mission in 

life ould be. ~ome h 

ere\, • ea 

ould ec e t.. e:~· ~ip tor of hi people. 

33 hen osea, seei tian ru ally 

attac a e rew, he co 1 no lo er perfo hi t k, uroa in hie 

ath and 1n t c1e p aion of youth d ale h . 1 t r he 

etr ed y fello , Jew nd he. had to fle from th land of ~ 

bee e an exile. or y ars e live in the • 1ldernea of '1dian -

"hose quie ycara in t he ilderneea xile d a shepherd. 

oaea bad time tot ink d to dream · d to s tore that V t • iri tual 

energy w· ich en bled h 1 ter on to becor!le t e l e der o the Jeople 

and the teac er of kind. 

Three eat religions have co e out of t he ilderneaa. 

The wilderneaa w1ere t .l8 ba say, t r e la nothi • but 11· , is t he 

ruitful land o the pirit. 

·o ea lived int e pe e o t a t 

e aa a shepherd. 

a people y 1 

l e learned, t a T a is a , 

_aepherd o flock. He t 

11 rneaa or 

o to bet e 

ted, too, of t 

yeara. 

epherd ot 

t, f reedom 

hich tne de ert pro f era ita children. 

the 11 erneaa. 

one i o ree ate 1o 

d t h n one d93 hia lo period of ajairitual geat tion 

in 
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received it• cons mation. Voice imperious d undeni le c lled him 

to his life• e work. d revealed imself to 1m s od • 1 ays reveal a 

i. self a.a a conauzni.~ and uncon ble fl e, a an over-towering and 

ourning co viction. oses re lizea th t he must le ve the quiet· and 

peace of his desert orld ana return to th teaming orld of the ile, 

the orld of m~ ster nd ~1 ve , ~1::ig d serf. ric h d poor, fhere to 

to 11 and to suffer in order to eco ... e the e1 • mcip'ltor of his eople. 

. osea hesit tea. 

itM t ' e pro.hct and l e d.er. 

e bowa bef oreh nd the -nart dom hich 

e recoila fr o. his ission. "ho 

"·~t shall I s y unto t ·t" 11 ey will not b 11eve me ." "I am not a 

man of orda. tt e anger o 

trong in tl..e ~oul o 

o es leaves 

there gins t t lo :1' riod of 

,ord i _reat. conviction once it 

can n t e xtin ished. 

ildern s 

nflict ::1 

d return• to .,g t and 

trug le not only to 

·onvince arsh ru.l r to r.i i t ate h 1 rd.sh ips, but to convince a 

been steeped in al very, to want people that for our dred year• h 

reedom. is mission first fails . ~ar fr in t e burden• of 

his ople. addition, l burdens are auper posed upon th • Pharaoh will 

see to it t atttno meddler will incite the people to oreak looae from 

their ork." Their burdens t be de still heavier an their apirit1 

broken till more. Th sl ve people soon begin to grumble, " -he Lord 

look ~ on you and Ju e b c use ye h ve !lde our vour to be a.bhored 1n 

the e ea of h,'l.r h • _,.d in t he ·eyes o! his erv ta, to put a aword 1n 

t eir hruid to slay ua." B-11t . 'osea peraiata, Between reaentment and love 



- 5 -

he chooaea love. e e 10rta ia people. He t aches. e ersuadea. He 

challengea. Soon t t cient r for fre do la arou ed g in in 

the h arts of t e 1 v • - the ncient n ori a and t un i ng hopes. 

!be fires of rebellion are k indl d. Th p ... o l e . se. e./ bre 

through t e confining ~la of ~gypt, out t t h ¥ op n s t retc· a of the 

f ree desert they arch. tot e Pro i ~d , d t~ey cried? _ e exodus 

b.'l.s taken pl e. 

t oses 0 1s t h tit i s not eno ?h o e 1 -c1p tea 

people from physical sl, veey. If I sra 1 is t o · grec t • t i on 

it must be em cipated spi r i - lly , a well. e g i e Iar la 1 •· 

or there is no f reed i thout 1 •• r i l, shortly ter t he 

exodus he l e da t he eo le t o t h f oo t • . 1. - re he 1 tructa 

e f oraul tea for t ' a min :n code of social h in t 1e w y a of l i f e. 

legislation - The Ten C 

of civ i liz tion. _ e e 

n dmen t a - 1tc 1 h v since b co -e t 1 d i its 

.,..._, .......... dmenta old it. in t h s lvea he r . . n ting 

1 eaa of 11 the rich, sp iritual harvest of l ater prophetic J ai . 

An t t f oot of t. ~inni osea cove ts h people 

to it dest i ny. Iara.el is to unique P ~ople 

e th, rta Ki dom of Priests and hol n t in. 

historic mission is pl ed upon it. 

, o th ooplea of the 

- e .. e vy b,.Jrden of 

But h ile the people of t he " ix d ltitu readil3 

accept• the mand te, it is ec cely prep red for it. ~h taint of ~t 

the nge-old brand of se?"fdo i still u· on 1 ts soul. he ,olden alf b come• 

the tragic ajmbol of gen ration t tis n tr f or freedom. •o•e• 

realise• that one generation can not j>rldall the v at gulf between the al •• 
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pene of ypt nd t he 1 d of prooi e. .ree Jeople c not ·or ed 

out of men ho continuru.ly h - r after t e ~le h-pot of , ;,pt. 

~uch men must die in the 11 ernea1. ne ener t ion who did not ow 

PbaroBh muat arise ere J ordan c;m be crosaed. 

·ter y ara of ering then, o. es brin a th new 

generation to tne threshold o -~"~· !n re tl o his life end.a. 

His ork is done. l e ill h. self, .o ent r t i ~ o. iaed Land. 

leader mu.at die wi h a ner tion. 

Upon .. t. 1 ebo, t e leg nd ys, t,' 1 r iel read 

el •1~· el red his ail n robe upon h out hia couch d t 

' d the angel laced 11 en 1 lo under is oe d, and God, 

self, descended, 1 ha •• took ·os ' oul to heaven. nd ao 

.osea died and 'no a.n owe h ia ~epulc r unto thi dey." .. or no man 

uat be orahipped by men, onl the God in • . 

osea aa the irat great e ncipator of t h race. 

l e was the f irat revolutioniat of history. :hls t io ht r ined with 

Israel alw •• It never forgot t . t it n- iona 11 eg in revolt 

~ inat tyranny. Teedom ec e the ke mote of Ir l' spir tiona, 

political, social and e onomic .I'reed . 

e br ic prophecy. 1 , o rin t he pr iaon r 

ai t 1n darlmeaa out o t he r 1a n • ouse. 

a i t , verl h a.rt of 

ro• th dungeon nnd t hem th t 

'osea, Je ab tr 

greatest of the prophet . • lere 

Israel like unto oaea." 

on m int in , irat d 

th not 1 en prophet aince 1n 
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Unlike ome other of the reat religious lead.era ot 

. osea II not mystic or an pocalyptic dre er. He a 
soci 1 prophet, the chitect of social order built u.on the 
durable foundation• of right ouane11. 08e8 we.a the et 1 w-giver, 
the ~orah is the Torah of ·oaea; The ive B oka e hie, not of hie 
own riting, but of his o essential inspiration. 

the Or 1 L trace their lineage to hi and to the 

peraon3.l 1ty. 

th the ritten and 

thority of hi 

osea w true leader of men - d he ew the ony of 
leadership. Ho often did the sl vea w he led on the lon. h d trek 
to freedom turn upon 1n rage d ury. see 1n to destroy him! ow 
otten id they vent t. eir d discontent on hb 1 the pitied therlr 
blindneaa. l e forg ~e their faithleaaneaa. e loved t hem but he n ver 
yielded to t em. led. The ollo ed. 

!oa a t he founder o t e Je is tion. In brahan 
eh ve the ator o the wanderi tribe. it osea. th history of 

t e Je ish n tion begin. 

d fittingly enough this leader of a reoellious hoat, 
this n tion-builder d la. -giver, t 1a prophet whan ''the Lord • 
face to face" w • 1n 11 his eye crowned with ility. " to the 
man f oaea aa very h ble, bove 11 the men th t were on the f ce 
of the earth. " 

heart of his ople, o ing hie 

wed by his gre tneaa. '!'hey lovi ly turned to him d c lled him 

" .. be • i thful Shepherd." 

... h hep erd of 1d1an oul h ve d for no greater reward • 
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