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Facing the Jewish F

Noted Rabbi Lm;k.s 7at tiié Havoe Wrought
by the Present Crisis and Points the
Way to Cope with Trying Days Ahead.

By RABEI ABBA

HILLEL SILVER

rINHE Jewish people is not liquidating its Jewish life because of the

depression, Our history has
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We are to

Over long siretches of our national experience the mood of crisis was

the normal mood, Our people di
from the necessary tasks of
tional preservation, by unfavorable
conditions, by sudden loss of polit-
ical status by economic disas-
ters. Emergencies only impelled it
to greater and more sacrificial
etfort

or

I was once asked whether I
thought that Judaism would die in
America, l aunswered, no! the
banks won't it die! We built
g0 many of our jnstitutions on bor-
rowed and mortgaged thei
future incomes, Su that in this
depression of these in-

tions themselves

in breaking efforts to
abnormally swollen
and amortizat
normal activities
utions have to be
than a minimum
ol employees,
teachers, supervisors or Rab-
"‘? have .to be slashed, in order to
meet fixed charges. Perhaps
the depression will teach us to
build modestly in the future,
not to stretch the curtains and
lengthen the cords our physical
tents Perhaps in ithe fu-
ture learn to invest more
in essential gqualitative purposes
and programs our institutions
and 1 in brick and stone.
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depression are days of
penitence and
a great soul-
searching going on among the
thoughtful ones of our people.
This augurs well for the future.
Manyv social workerg are asking
themselves just what is thgir real
place in Jewish community life to-
day. The gpecific Jewish character
of many of their activities hag been
largely attenuated. Fund-raising
for philanthropic purposes has in
many cities become a joint civie
enterprise in which Jews figure as
and as Jews, There is
tendency bring Jewish agen
which the
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SOCIAL NEEDS

charity, in geueral,
sleadily wmoving from
private philanthrppy
respousibility, Or-

is 4 survival of an

Organized

is slowly but

the realm ol
Lo ol
ganized charity
individualistic society which
sumed little no corporate res-
ponsibility tor its handicaped. Bul
4 new type of society is now in the
making The social control which
is surely coming over industry will
our charitable insti-

that slale
as-
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futions.
Jewish organized charity, by
and large, will, 1 believe, not re-
gist this process of socialization.
Furthermore the practical stop-
page of immigration and the steady
disapprearance of a large unad-
justed Jewish immigrant group
which required apecial group
treatment are removing one of the
s » ul‘
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d not permit itself to be diverted
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ratist activities in the future.
Whereas in the past the Jewish
social worker found his professional
mandate in caring for newly ar-
rived Jewish immigrants, in ad-
justing them to the American
scene, in bridging the gulf between
the parents of the old world and
their children of the new aund in
fostering numerous charitable ac-
tivities the need for whose specilic
Jewish distinctiveness ques-
tioned, today the
must look for
sional smundale elsewhere,

In recent years he has
to find it in a new philosophy
the American Jewish
{In this philosophy, the interests of
the Jewish community itself as a
living organism are paramount, Its
preservation is the informing
principle of all organized Jewish
activity, Whatever private philan-
thropic agencies can be retained in
our swiftly changing economic or-
der, are to be retained only as they
¢an be made to preserve, sirengthen
or envich Jewish communal life,
This the (position which any
minority group, desirous of main-
taining i identity in modern
sociely and in the extremely as-
similative environment of Amer-
ican democracy, must take. This
is the position which the Catholie
community has taken in this coun
try, and which other religious aund
racial groups have takeu.

The Jewish community ig not
the Jewish synagogue. It is quite
as fantastic and foolish to think
of the Jewish people of today as a
religious communion as it iz to
think of the synagogue as a unonu-
religious institution where a non-
existent God is worshipped by an
atheist Rabbi at the behest of a
nationalism which has nef
ther God vor worship,
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