
 
Abba Hillel Silver Collection Digitization Project 
Featuring collections from the Western Reserve Historical Society and 

The Jacob Rader Marcus Center of the American Jewish Archives 

 
 
  

Western Reserve Historical Society                 American Jewish Archives 
10825 East Boulevard, Cleveland, Ohio 44106 3101 Clifton Avenue, Cincinnati, Ohio 45220 
(216) 721-5722                                                 (513) 487-3000 
wrhs.org                                                         AmericanJewishArchives.org 

 
MS-4787: Abba Hillel Silver Papers, 1902-1989. 

Series V: Writings, 1909-1963, undated. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Reel     Box         Folder  
         175           64           302 
 
 

Facing the Jewish future, 1932. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Facing tbe Jewish F 
ot cl Rabbi Looks at the Havoc lVrought 
by the l're~enl (.,1ri:si8 and J>oi11t • the 

Way lo (/ope 1vitlz 1'ryi11g JJay:s Ahead. 

rrHb; Jt: Ii h JJeul)lt: i:; uut lltplidati11g il::1 Jt.-\\i:.!J life bt:l'.ill t:! ur tln~ 
. <lt:'J)l't luu, Our ltl ·to,·y lw • lJt:tm oue or t·uuti1111u11:. :.ual a~.,l't:' • 

sht:' I.Jt1illllug, or :tt lt:!a t uf ddt:1·mi11t'tl l'.Ull en Lluu, lu tiu1c:~ or 
dt:'prt:.:::!luu ~lll1 t:Yt:u uf l>t:r~t:Pt1tio11 . Vt: urt! 11ul strall c:1·~ tu 1·1'1 •i • 

\t:l' luul<'· tn:tclit:::1 ur 0111· uatiunal t:X1Jt:rlt!u1t tltt: wood uf e1i,I, ,,a 
lilt: liorw~l llluod. Our !Jeu~le did uut JH:ruilt lt:,t:lr tu ue dht:rlt:tl 
ft-um tlit: llt:l'.t :sar. La k~ o( ua-
tluual pr~::;en· tlotJ, t,y u11faruraolt! 
cutidltion.:s, I.Jy suddeu lo:, o( pullt­
ical i:;t.atu::1 ur u: cco11omic tll--a -
tt:r::. .Eun:l'tt:nc le~ ouly i111pt:lled 1t 
tu g1, lt:r iiud lll<Jte saeritidal 
t:ttort. 

l w.1 uuct: a kt:d whetht:r I 
lho11ght ti.lat J 11d.tl:,U1 ·uuld It, lu 
Amt:rica. l ~11 ,·t.-ret.l, 11u. tile 
IJau ::; ,~ou ' t lt:t H die ! ,ve l,uilt 
~u u1:u1y ur ultr lu titut ion· uh IJur-
1 u H:i.l Ulull'.)y l:ltJli mu1·tta~tli tht:it• 
tuture luruu11::: . ·u ti.Jal Ju thb 
tleµrt:s::.iuu tltt! lt:.idt:r • of !lit: ·t! i11 • 
d it u ti o u ::1 1ll 11:, l ,, ear t It t: 111 • t' h e::1 

out iu l1t.-ar1 IHeakiug dlurl: tu 
m1·d t.i11tl~tl~ :il.J11ur111:i.lly ·wulleu 
I>,\ hr1ge iu ter ~ t an1l auwnl1.atiu11 
,·har/t:::I. 'l'l1t· llUl'lll,d adhitl,c-· or 
th~:,e ill l1l11llu11s lla\e tu bt! re­
dt1ee1l to les.- tha1t tt. 111inim11111 .. ulll 
t ht! salarit: or ewplo,\ ee ·, dir1:::c­
tors, teacher::., .s11pervi:-or. ur }:ah­
hi~ have .to ue . la::.ht:d, in onl 1· lo 
JllP t tl1e ·e 1i e,l f'11arge:,. J't'rhap: 
t IH! <le11re~~io11 "ill tt:ud1 HS to 
lrnl!d u1ore 111t11!1:::.·llr ht the !11t11r . 
1wr. to i,;lrt'tl'h the curtain~ aud 
Jc11dh n tl l' ( onl.· of Olll' JJ1tV. i1·al 
tt>n t. • tou I a r. l'crhap:; iu the ru­
t II re , ·e shall lt'arn to itn e ·t more 
in e:::1t,ntiul ◄Jualitati\'e 1rnrpose • 
aud 1Jro"rulll • ur our iu ·titutiuu 
aud less iu !Jri<-k tt.ud t.lOllt'. 

Ua)::: 0r dt:lJl't! :;iuu are day::1 o 
·loc:k-lah ill!(, IJt'Uitt'llCt: itnd ~oud 
1e ulutiuus. 'l'ht:re l a gn:al ·uul­
earehiug ~ui11g ou ttmuug tilt! 

tlwu~bt ul vucs or our peovl1::. 
Tb • augur~ .,., t:ll for the !utur1::. 

. Jany oc:lal ·orker int! a~king 
them.::H::ln just Yhat i, th r rt:al 
J. lac:e in Jewbh corumunity lire to­
day. Tbe spee1fic Je\Yl h ebaracter 
or manv of their aC'tiVitie ha been 
J rg1:l~ • 11ttenuated. f'und-ral ing 
or pbilan t hropic 11nrpo~e II • tu 

man) utie hecot11e 1:t juint l'h·11· 

t:IJtt:!l'Pl'ise lU ' Uilh Jt:!W:, tiglllt: h' 

cit!zi=us autt 111>t a::. Je\\'-• 'l lh:l'l:! I 
a lt::IIUt:!IH: {U IJl'iUg Jc:wi::.u att:ll 
,·it:::., IJ d1 bre tlit' l>t111::ln·la r J t:!~ ut 

l'Jt:::.t: jul11t (ll Utb, tu tu l:l ::,t:1tt:1ul 

c tl • \\ldc: l'llt:lllt:! ut ui,c::r.ll l1111 :sud 
JIJ ::.t IJ .t if c:: Ill t: U I. 

'H \ ,a,, H ..., 0 'L I, .. 1,:1 ,: us 

Or~..111i1.t:J \'111:trity, iu euc:1al, 
1. lu\\ 1.\ l111t lt:adil.1 wu, i11=, rrnw 
rlu:: l't:<1 1111 uf l>rhalt: plill:.llllh1·v1J. 
tu ll1;1t uf :,.l.tlt: l't: pull il.,1lil). Or­
vaJ11zed 1·li :ll'i1 \ 1::i a - 11'1 i\'al or au 
l11div11.lu.l1Ltf,· :::.u ·i t:t.1 "llkh tt:s· 
· uu11::tl l itt le ol' 110 corµora1e l't: •• 

J,Ull"ihilit.> lur ll:; 11:.wdkapeu. Hut 
a lit:\\" tn,c: ur :,u ·iel) ls JJU ~- 1u the: 
11rnl<i11~ . The: :wt·htl co11t1·ul wLh:h 
i • :;11rt'I) cuw111~ u, t!I' ludu ll',\ 'i ill 
tlllbrat·c: 1:1bu uur ·harltaLle 111 - ll· 

tutiou:s. 
J~, i. h u1~u.uiieu chal'ilr, Ly 

anu lar~t:, ·iJJ. l btllcvt, not rt:· 
. i~t Lhii! pr11ct: ur ::.ocial!zatiuu. 
r'u1the1 wore the practical stop­
P ge o iru mig, atlon an ct the teady 
di ppe ranee o larg un d· 
ju ted Je ·i b immigrant froup 
which requhed f;lpeci l grou]J 
treatment ari:, ltmo,·!na- th1:: 

pa-

ntlbt it ·lhitit: lu Lhe r llUl'l:!, 
Wllcrta tu tll~ ])a::.t tht: Je i::,h 
::.ot·i1:1I WOl'Kt:I" 101111<1 ui lJl'urt:'::i-lo11al 
UJaud te 111 c· ring Jut· 11twl: ar· 
l'in~d Jew ·sh 1tullli~T:.int , iu all­
ju tiug tbew lo the . rncrieau 
,::;ct:nt, ln bridging lhc: ~ 11Ir Ot!t w~t:u 
the )J.tl'tlll~ ot the old. orld 1uil1 
tl.lt:il' cl1Hl1rt:ll u( the ut ,. aud 111 
ro ltring lJUllH:rou • l'hariralJlt: ac­
t! ·itit: • the Jlt:td 01• ,1 hu:;t' 1.Jt: !tic 
Jtwbl( di tiuctirt:ue~ uu u11e 411e • 
tiu11t:d, lullay th Jt\\ i::;11 :,uL ial 
11urkc:r iutt l luuk ful' hl::1 prulc:::1-
::;io11al maudatt: t:l e\\ lien::. 

Ju 1·t.-1·e11t _t::.u ht lt;.1.s l,e g11 11 
l u Ii 11 ,l it in a 11 t: ,1· V h i I " u I> h) u I" 
tl1t: A111t:rkan Jt'\\i. 1t cu11111111nlt,'. 
Jn thi.::1 ]Jhilu ur,11~-. tile !11tere--1 of 
tlie Je, ish 1·01111u11111ly ll:st:lr u..::1 a 
li\ing oruani:;111 are J>al'UJJIUIIIIL Its 
pre ·en al ion i tl1e l11torn1l11!.'. 
pl'iuciplt: o all or"aulzed Jt'\, bh 
:.tdhil). \\}iatert.-1· prh,1te philan­
hr!lpk a~e111 it: t·an lie retaillt:ll 111 

our IH'ifl l.r 1·ha11l!,ing C('Ollllllli1• Ul'­

(1 I', are to Lt rt:la111 •ti only a~ tht:')' 
·uu he; made lo pre.'t'l'I' , !ii l't'll!!,tl1e11 
c•r t>lll'·,,1i Jc, ·ish ·111111111111al )irP. 

J'lii 1: the {PU Hlon "hi1·h all,\' 
ruinol'ily ~n>llJJ, 1le:;ir1>11 • u. U1ai11-

tuini11v• it~ ldt:111 It,\' !11 IIIOdt'l'll 

·udtlY 11uu fu tltt: t.- .l r•111d) a.­
siu1 ihd i\ e en\ irun 111 t·n t ur ~-\ mer• 
k.itt dclllUl'ra1·y, 11111::,l lakt'. 'l'l11 • 
is the po itiu11 whicl1 tlJt' 'ulhul1l· 
l ' Ul11111u11ll) ha• takt:u la tlil· t:u1111 -
ll'), 1rntl which utltt:r J't:li~iuu ::111d 

rat:ial "l'uup_ ba,·e takeu. 
The Jewi ·h e;um111uuit 1 • 1wt 

Ll1e Jewlsh t.ynagoguc. Jt L 4u1te 
a ranta:stic and tooli'h to thin 
ot tbe Jewish people ot today a· a 
religlou • communion a lt ! • to 
thin • u[ the synagogue a. a uou• 
rell.,.iou.::1 iu. tltuUon ~-h l't.' 11011-

exi:steut od 1. ·or hippt:d by :rn 
athei t }bt,bi a t tht lJt:ht:_t o ~ 
uatiunali ru \\ lth:h ha::s ruu1u 11cl 
lht:1· ut' b:.Hl. Uul' \\ur::,liiµ. 




