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From AMERICAN LEAGUE for the DEFENSE OF UEWISH RIGHTS, 729 - 7th Ave., 
New York City. 

FOR RELEASE IN THE PAPERS OF MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 11TH. 

ADDRESS OF DR. ABBA HILLEL SILVER, AT THE DINER 
IN HONOR OF SAMUEL UNTERMYER, TENDERED BY THE 
AMERICAN LEAGUE FOR THE DEFENSE OF JE !SH ~IGHTS 
AT THE HOTEL ASTOR, NEW YORK CITY, SUNDAY, SEPT. 10, 1933. 

The Jews of Germany have been thrown back centuries into the ..defP.L 

defenselessness and indignities of the dark ages. It has been decreed 

that whatever of ri~hts, power, wealth or influ nee the Jews, of 

Germany have achieved is to be taken from them. They are to be driven 

eith~r into exile or into a new ghetto. 

That these rights which w re achieved after so many centuries 

of struggle could overnight be lost again, is creating an appalling 

sense of insecurity and hopelessness throughout the Jewish world. If 

such a reaction succeeds, then the position of the Jews in the world 

is desperate indeed. Naziism must therefore be regarded as a chall­

enge to Jo,vish freedom and security throughout the world. A free 

Israel, and for that matter, a free humanity, and a triumphant 

Naziism cannot live in the same world. Je acc ept the challenge and 

we are confident of ~ictory, for our cnus e is one with th o eternal 

cause of advancing mankind, ~ith the cause of freedom, tolerance and 

brotherhood. 

The Jc1:. s are not the only ones who have lost their elementary 

rights in Germany. Th ey hnvc only been singled out for Hitler's 

special hate ~nd e~siest triumphs. There nre no free men and women 
left in Gcrmnny tod~y. All free thou~ht has been stifled. All 
constitutionnl guarantees hnve been abolished. The press has been 
muzzled, All ch~nnels of communfc1tion hnvc been monopolized by the 
N~zis; Ge~mnn libcrQlism hns been driven into concentration camps. 
We are therefore, not fighting alone ~ ~ainst this menace of Hitler­
ism, nor aTo we fighting for ourselves alone. Destiny has singled 
us · out to be the spear point in the attack upon a new barbarism 
which has raised its ugly head in the twentieth century. Behind us 
nre th tens of million of freedom-loving and peuc~-loving men nnd 
women all over the world, nnd our strength is their strength, the 
strength of humnnity. 

We h1vo protested, but in vain. i have appealed in the name of 
humanity, but we have been laughed to scorn. We are therefore forced 
to resort to economic pressure -- which it uould be immoral not to 
exercise against such a foe . 

."le arc determined to carry on to the bitter end. Forty centuries 
have taught us the ~ays of persistence and of patient struggle. 
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T Tl EOTEL TOR 

BY: BI. a ·11 , SILVER 

~Y friends: 

I believe that I can pay tho hiehest tribute to r. amuel Untermyer this 

evening when I speak not of him in person, of his attributes of mind and soul, 

of his contributions to the cause of mmanity, but lfhen I speak of the c ··use 1hich 

is closest to h. s heart at this moment and vrhose outstanding spokesman and cham­

pion he has become, the cause of German Jewry and of the boycott which has been 

organized by all freedom-loving, peace-loving people throughout the world, to 

crush this menace to civilization which goes by the name of Hitlerism. 

'fuy are we so terrifically disturbed by what has gone on in Germany? fhy 

are vre so passionately indignant about it? urely, ie are accustomed to suffer-

ing. The pages of JeHish history are red with the blood of our martyrs and rich 

in the tragic record of suffering. rfhy is/it that we h ve been aroused as never 

before? There are other countries in the rorld here the Jew today does not yet 

enjoy full political equality. \ ct is the difference. The difference is a 
those 

very vital one, my friends. lnAother countries, the Jews are struggling val-

iantly, because hopefully, to achieve the maximum of political a1d eoononic equal­

ity. They came out of the middle ages into the modern era practically ith no 

rights, and by dint of struggle and sacrifice they have achieved what they have 
. 

achioved and they hope to contirue their struggle until their 

and citizens are recognized. There has been a steady, upward 

full rights as men 
~c.~,~ 

climb, an asc~nt ,.,. 
~ 

in their achievement• ).it in Gerr.iany the process hns been suddenly reversed. 

In Gertmay, the Jew, after centuriespf struggle• finally achieved a large 

measure of economic and political equality. He had adjusted himself to a.~,M: 

Gennan life and assimilated himself to the German civilizatian. He ¼la.used that 

opportunity, which was his, not un,,orthily. He 11M. contributed his share, and 

more than his hare, to the intellectual, cultural, artistic~cientific !ii: of 

any. .l'rom the days of osas en elssohn to the days of lbort Einstein, the 

Jew 1contributed a galaxy of brilliant nanes of creative thinkers in every field 



P ge 2. 

of human en, eavor, t.a Qeprn•~ His p:ttriotism -.. tb· t aeunt.r-, ; s proverbial. In tm 

l st orld ••• r, ·relve thousand of his sons fell on the battlefioldS thirty-five thous­, 
and tare decor tad for bravery, eighty thousand fought in the front-line trenc/hes, 

out of a Jewish pop.ilation which totaled no more than six h.lndred thousand. d than 

suddenly, ovor-night, his political, his economic, his social privileges nnd rights 

were wrenched from hire, ••01 ttigh~ It ~ been resolved that 1hatever of power or 

position or influence or wealth 1as his shall be denied him. He is to be stripped of 

all rights and «riven either into exile or into a new ~entieth century ghetto. 

This fact, that rights achieved after centuries of struggle can be lo st again , Has 

i>atroduced a note of hopelessness and insecurity into the situation h ich ha+ ast a 

pall (Ner Je-uish life, not merely in Germany, but all over the world. 

If this thing succeeds in Germany, then the position of the Jew is desperate 
1 

indeed the world over. The challenge of the I azis , 'th81afo.--., is a challenge not mer ly 

to the Jo,'.i sh people of the world, but a challenge to the ,ihole civi liied ·,orld • . 
nd it is thifh lle?ge which Te hope to meet, ..,~,w~~.. we believe ,,a shall 

meet it successfully. ( pplause) Bee use our cause i~he eternal cause of advanc-

fuat vre are fighting for are these basic 

' elementary and sacred values for which mankind has struggled through countless cen-

turies. 

The Je'fS in Germany are not the only people who have lost their freedom. There 

is not a free man or woman left in Germany today. l free institutions, all democra~ 

tic institutions , have been destroyed. Constitutional guarantees have been abolis~ed. 

The free press s been muzzled. Liberalism h~s been p.it into concentration mps. 
Tho iron hael has stamped 'dovm upon vrhat was once great, free, creative people. 

,e aews have only been singled out for th espJCial hate and the easiest triumphs 0£ 

Hitler. Destiny has again made us, the Jews, the spear point of the tt~ck upon a 

new barbarism Yhich has rais d its ugly head in this t :entieth century, am as she ~ear 

point we are moving fo • rd• determined to destroy that vlluch civilization nrust destroy 

if these sacred values d sanoitities of luman life are to be preserved for us ·and 

for our children. ( pplause) 



I don' t kno v how much time is al lotted to mo, d I cert· inly ·,;ould ot •..rish to 

monopoli7.9 this program vThere so many distinguished men wait to speak. There is but 
.-,.9,IJ 

o a more word I wish to add . Nhat is(unique in the German situation 419 is~his: 

~ 
the Nazis have begun a noisy and ~~greoeioe proselytizing campaign for a race 

theory whicg is not only fantastically unreal and false , but vh ich is dangerous in 

the extreme: for if that race theory becomes accepted in the world e1 diy it will 

mark the be,tginning of an epoch of the bloodiest struggl 85 bet\veen racos that the 
lr..~N • 

world 1ia fyet knovm. ll100t111s \J.at is being taught ~~. o,o:r;( today is the ver, opposite 

of what the sages of our religion and the teachers of all the great religions have 

.....,~a,...,l'IJll,.~I\Afll.A.4..,.""'fllAm taught the vorld ; Gne God in heaven and one humanity upon earth. 

hat the 'i1azis are t eaching ifhe fragmentation of mankind into races , graded into 

onstes , one wuperior to the other , and by implic·tion, the superior castesto exploit 

d t d th . f . ~. h an domina e an opnress e in erior -re:c,,s. T e se very ~ Germans 'Tho ·1orhip at 

the shrine of Jesus t he Jew, who~{he litero.t re of the Jew as sacred liter· ture , 

~ 
as the Holy Bible , ·ho built churches to Jev s, John, Po.ul, Peter, James , ~ listen 

~ "--~ make of that race ~:hich gave that to the world , l,c r ttd l!lb. t to a pre· chment which woul d 

" '"''--bl>~ 
~ race. This new blood cult , this race legend , ·fhich is being ~ vociferously pro-

pa gated by lii tler and his disciples is spiritual leprosy bai. ng vi sited upon manld.nd 

today, arrl around that spiritual leprosy civili s ed people must throw a cordon suni ­

taire , :!"-~:I;, t~....., to save m"nkind from thl.s cruelest and most dostructi ve 

of heresi f'Jagainst civilization. ( pplause) 

One of the sages of my people once ·wi sely and incisivel y put this query : • y ,, 
is it that God created only one dam? Vhile he ras ut it , God could have created 

six dams at the same time.• And the ansuer is given that Gcxl created only one dam 

so that in the futu r e no man till have the right to say, I cone f' rom better stock 

y friends , we h va protested against this iniquity. 
-tL. 

have been answered by sneers and t unts, and no·,, "Je·rry of 

··e have appe l ed. , e 
~~+ 

the ;,orl d &a.1111 °" resort 
I 

to the last weapon which i~eft to it in its struggle f or life , -- the economic /.) ~~ 
I 

the economic boycott. d we summon t he IUIMffl free men and the fre e 
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women of dless of • h , ca or creed ., ·;ho see in Hi tleri m the menace 
that we see , tor l ly with us and to bear dollll. hard upon this iniquitous regime until 
it is crushed or until its policies are changed . ( pplause) d I am confid ent 
that having oeen schoo l ed by forty ce~uries of patient , rsistent effort,~ -re J~ 

e are not the enemies of Gennany. We re not pre ching hatred against Germany. 
~.e rill not stoop to the tactics of our enemies by c .. lling Germai ns or any other poople 
inferior . eh ve the Profoundest sympathy £or this people in its prosent unr.appy • 
plight . ( ppl ~use) any of us championed the cause of Germany in the h~rd years 
after the war, vrhen Germany needed ch:mpions~n the 1orld . ':e were taught by our 

sages, •0o not hate even the •domite , (who r~s the traditional enemy of the Je,) 

bee use he ispour brother. " Our vmr is a w r uDon a uwurping regime which has by 

no right of ronstitution and by no human rights disenfranchised a whole peoplo , out-
lawed men from public of~ce, driven men from their rof s~ions, denied educc..tional 
opportunities to childron, undermined the oconomic d ,omen, o . . , . 
that all that i ~left t o them is exile , starvation or suicide . This i ni quity, we aim. 
to vrar on. and um not ut all pessimistic about 1f' (M,&A. C9\4N,'zt..otl the future , ~my friends . I 1'11ii1ne 

. th t J:iitler has not said the last word a.bout Jewry in Germ ny. ( p lauae) I am 
O 

. . 
...:. ti.. e..:.':Q { ~ ;r..._._, ,/4 ,e.,,.,.i A'M]f ,I confident that the 1 azis have not written the last chapter M'lh n~ ~~ 

.,, •• l ~ ~ ~ C4 ~ 1 for over a thous nd ygars in Germany., long before il,ler ,...ev~eqriuto SePman:,. (. wluuae , w-, u.,-r ,~ ' . ~ . • 
Of o r people it was said r ani I close rit this phra~e of our Bible •~ fuen thou 

wil t go through the deep ·,aters, I am ,,ith thee , and the rivers all not overflow thee. 
en thou lilt go through the fires , thou wilt not be burnt and tha flame ill not 

destroy thee 1 for ~a '!;at un eternal people .4" And in this confid nee ,. hich Providence 

ha,given us, din then me of those ido·ls ,hich are sacred to all mankind , re 

summon mankind to this bloodlass war for the sake of rumanity, fb r the sako ofJsrael 
and for the sake of the German eople itself. 

(the audience arose , upplf1uded and cheered.) 
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