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declares Pregident Maseryk in an interview

"Democracy is safe”

_with Rabbi Silver.
Prague,February 168 1933,

President Thomas G. Masaryk of Czechoslovakia received
in audience today Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver of Cleveland,
Ohio, in a three cuarter of an hour interview. The 83
years old founder end first President of the Republic
of Czechoslovakia declared his unshaken faith in demo-
cracy.

Rabbi Silver acsked him what he thought of the future
of democracy in view of the spread of dictatorships in
so many countries of Burope and especially in view of
the rise of Hitler in Germany.

President Masaryk declared that democracy is passing
through a crisis, but that crisis does not mean defeat.
Democracy is safe, While mankind has known monarchica%;zg,
forms of government for countless ages; it has experien-
ced democracy only a very short time, Seto=eerr=SeW.
In a sense it is just coming to be. Mankind has nothing
to put in place of democracy. Democracy needs however
a great moral content. It is not enough to exploit it
for capitalistic individualism and business purposes.

Asked what he thought of the spiritual status of
the world, President Masaryk replied that the world was
morally ill, and that the war was not the cause of its
moral illness, only a tragic symptom of it. The world
has come to worship the machine, and force which is an
expression of the machine. luman aspirations are all

too often, only the desire to possess some kind of ma-



chine or some mechanical toy. The world needs a new mind
and a new devotion to spiritual wvalues bound up with a
realistic programme of social progress.

In this connection President Masaryk criticised
the churchs throughout the world for having failed in
fheir spiritual mission. Thiéﬁ;ao.held’ was one of the
causes of our spiritual degemermtien. The churches are
bureaucratic and institutionalised. Unlike their founder,
thoy do not go into the highways and byways of life to
reach and mould the lives of men. They have their insti-
tutions and their ropresentatives in overy town and hamlet
in the land. In many countries they have the education of
the young in their control, yet they have failed to in-
spire the rising generation with an enthusiasm for the
cultural and spiritual essentials of civilisation.

Asked about the future of liberalism, the presi-
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anything to offer to the new generation.






